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PREFACE 

The studies contained in this volume were written by friends - col
leagues and pupils - of Professor Gilles Quispel as a present for his 
65th birthday. In this way they want to honour the scholar and teacher 
who during the last thirty-five years not only made outstanding 
contributions to the study of Gnosticism himself but also stimulated 
many others to do the same. 

Professor Quispel was born on May 30, 1916 at Rotterdam. As a boy 
he attended the municipal Gymnasium at Dordrecht, directed at that 
time and long after by the unforgettable Dr. P. Hendrix, who had 
written an excellent thesis on the doctrine of Basilides and was an 
expert in Eastern, in particular Russian Christianity. It was Hendrix 
who introduced young Quispel into the world of Greek mysteries, 
Christian gnosticism and Russian mysticism, very exceptional subjects 
for a Dutch Grammar School, at that time still more than nowadays. 

From 1934-1941 Quispel studied classical philogy at the University 
of Leiden and after that became a teacher of Greek and Latin at 
Gymnasia in Enschede (1941-1945) and Leiden (1945-1951). During 
his classical studies at Leiden he also began to study Theology, which 
was later on continued at the University of Groningen. In 1943 he 
took the degree of a Doctor Classicarum Litterarum at the University 
of Utrecht, after submission of a thesis on the sources of Tertullian's 
Adversus Marcionem (see the review by Borleffs in VC 1, 1947, 192-
198). During World War II Quispel made a profound study of several 
gnostic systems, in particular that of Valentinus, the results of which 
were published in the first post-war years. In those years he became a 
regular participant in the annual Eranos meetings at Ascona, where 
he met with many leading scholars, of whom Carl Gustav Jung and 
Gershom Scholem had the strongest influence on him. The former 
provided him with an analysis of the human soul which confirmed 
his conviction that the great gnostic thinkers were moved by a real 
and deep psychic experience; the latter opened his eyes for the impor
tance of Jewish mysticism and gnosticism for the study of the gnostic 
movement in the ancient world. In 1948/1949 Quispel was enabled to 
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spent a year of study in Rome as a Bollingen fellow. There he met 
with another scholar who was to have a lasting influence on his studies, 
Erik Peterson, the renowned writer of En:: 0EOl:. It was Peterson 
who drew Quispel's attention to Jewish Christianity and Encratism 
as shaping forces in the development of early Christian life and thought. 

In 1951 Quispel was appointed Professor of the History of the 
Early Church at the University of Utrecht, which he still is today. 
He was a visiting Professor at Harvard University in 1964/1965, and 
became in 1968 a visiting Professor of the Hellenistic Background of 
the New Testament at the Catholic University of Louvain, Belgium. 

When he was appointed at the University of Utrecht Quispel was 
engaged in the acquisition of the only Coptic codex from Nag Hammadi 
which had left Egypt. C. G. Jung took a great interest in the new-found 
gnostic writings, an interest which was intensified by Quispel's lectures 
at the Jung Institute at Zurich, which in printed form became his famous 
Gnosis als Weltreligion. It was on behalf of the Jung Institute that 
in May 1952 Quispel finally bought the gnostic codex that was then 
called the "Jung Codex" and is now generally known as Nag Hammadi 
Codex I. 

The discovery of the Nag Hammadi Library has strongly influenced 
the course of Quispel's studies. He was not only for many years engaged 
in the editio princeps of NHC I, but devoted also a great part of 
his scholarly activities to the study of the Gospel of Thomas (NHC 
11,2). With respect to this work he defended from the beginning a 
two-fold thesis: a) the Gospel of Thomas is essentially not a gnostic 
but an encratite writing, and b) it contains clear elements of an 
extra-canonical, Jewish-Christian Gospel tradition. The discussion of 
these views has not yet come to an end: each of them has its strong 
supporters and its fervent opponents, but this fact alone sufficiently 
shows how much Quispel stimulated further research on this extremely 
important text. 

His study of the Gospel of Thomas led him also to Tatian's Diatessaron, 
in which he detected the same independent Gospel tradition which 
also formed one of the sources of the Gospel of Thomas. 

The Jewish origin of Gnosticism and the Jewish-Christian impact 
on the early development of Christianity are the corner-stones of 
Quispel's approach to the Early Church's history, and much of his 
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work is devoted to the demonstration and reinforcement of these basic 
principles, often with a consciously defiant one-sidedness. His primary 
aim has never been to establish indubitably minor historical facts but 
to illuminate the main lines of religious or literary developments, often 
by noticing relationships which no one had noted before. So it was 
Quispel who introduced the Old-Saxon poem the Heliand as an impor
tant witness of the Diatessaron, not only of the Western branch of the 
Diatessaron tradition but also of Tatian's original work itself. As a 
result the testimony of the Heliand will play a part in all future 
Diatessaron studies. 

The same interest in the general lines of historical developments 
characterizes Professor Quispel's lectures, in which he shows himself 
an inspiring teacher. Contrary to what one might expect, he seldom 
lectures on Gnosticism. His favourite subjects are Athanasius, Augustine, 
the expansion of Christianity in the Germanic world, and Christian 
mysticism, in particular that of Macarius. He never hesitates to pursue 
the development into the later Middle Ages, and even into modern 
times. So his lectures on Macarius not only include a comparison of 
Macarius' Spirit mysticism with the Areopagite's ontological mysticism, 
but also Simeon the New Theologian, the Hesychasts, Gregory Palamas, 
Dostoyewski, and Solzshenitsyn. Quispel has always been strongly 
interested in individuals and movements that stressed the importance 
of personal religious experience. In his lectures this aspect always 
received great attention, even at times when the general interests of 
public opinion were contrary to it, for instance in the hey-days of 
Barthianism or the God-is-dead theology. 

Quispel was once called by one of his colleagues 6 yvwcrnKo)'tu'Wc; 
UVT]P, and he sometimes half-mockingly speaks of himself as a homo 
religiosissimus. He has much of a yvwcrnKoc; and he certainly is a 
homo religiosus, and this, together with his dislike of any kind of 
dogmatism, enabled him to penetrate so deeply into the gnostic mind 
and to make the ancient gnostic religion for many people more easily 
understood. This volume of studies is dedicated to him as a token of 
gratitude for his stimulating contributions to the development of 
scholarship and to the expansion of our knowledge of the world of 
early Christianity. 

R. VAN DEN BROEK 
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R. McL. Wilson, Studies in the Gospel of Thomas, London 1960 III VC 15, 
1961,55-56 



6 LIST OF PROFESSOR QUISPEL'S PUBLICATIONS 

G. Scholem, Jewish Gnosticism, Merkabah Mysticism and Talmudic Tradition 
New York 1960 in VC 15,1961,117-119 

1962 

Het oude Christendom in het licht van nieuwe ontdekkingen in Post iucundam 
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Reviews: 

H. Frhr. von Campenhausen, Griechische Kirchenviiter, Stuttgart 196?4 in BiOr 
29, 1972,86 
M. Kamil, Catalogue of all Manuscripts in the Monastery of St. Catharine 
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tribus. Oratio Pauli Apostoli - Evangelium Veritatis, Supplementum photo
graphicum, ed. R. Kasser, M. Malinine, H.-Ch. Puech, G. Quispel, J. Zandee, 
adiuvantibus W. Vycichl, R. McL. Wilson, Bern 1975 
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voor deze tijd, Rotterdam 1975,85-146 
Genius and Spirit in Essays on the Nag Hammadi Texts in Honour of Pahor 
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TRACES OF AN ALEXANDRIAN ORPHIC THEOGONY 

IN THE PSEUDO-CLEMENTINES 

1. VAN AMERSFOORT 
(Utrecht) 

In many studies Professor Quispel has pointed to the Jewish roots of 
several Gnostic ideas. In his opinion these Gnostic ideas in Judaism, 
especially in the Jewish circles of Alexandria, could not have originated 
without the influence of ideas of the same kind in the Hellenistic world. 
This line of development of Gnostic ideas he has shown in a study on 
the demiurge in the Apocryphon of John, one of the writings found at 
Nag Hammadi. 1 According to Quispel, this demiurge, the creator 
god, in heterodox Jewish circles has been identified with the Angel 
of the Lord in the Old Testament. But we also find in him the 
characteristics of a demiurgic figure, whom we encounter in the Greek 
Hellenistic culture, i.e. of the Orphic god Phanes, who in some sources 
appears to be the same as Eros. So an Orphic idea has influenced the 
image of the demiurge in the Gnostic Apocryphon of John which, 
according to Quispel, is a product of the Jewish "Gnostikoi" in 
Alexandria. In this study Quispel also drew attention to an Orphic 
theogony that is to be found in the Pseudo-Clementine romance. 2 

In this article I will investigate this Orphic theogony and compare it 
with the other Orphic theogonies, which are known to us from other 
sources. 

The Pseudo-Clementine novel has been ·preserved for us in two 
versions; the one are the Homilies, which are written in Greek, the 
other the Recognitions, of which the Greek original has been lost. This 
work has been preserved completely for us in the Latin translation of 

1 G. Quispel, The Demiurge in the Apocryphon oj John, in R. Mel. Wilson (ed.), 
Nag Hammadi and Gnosis, Papers read at the First International Congress of Copto
logy (Caire December 1976), Leiden 1978, 1-33. 

2 Quispel, The Demiurge, 18-19; in the Pseudo-Clementines, however, there is no 
identification of Phanes with Eros. 
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Rufinus, a fourth century Latin Christian author.3 A translation in 
Syriac exists of books I-III of the Recognitions and X-XIV of the 
Homilies. 4 In its present form this novel is of a rather late date, 
probably the fourth century A.D. But generally one has assumed 
that a "Grundschrift", that can be dated back to the beginning of the 
third century, is the basis of the two versions of this novel. Nor is the 
"Grundschrift" in itself monolithic, but it is possible to discern sources 
of an earlier date in it. 5 

We find the above mentioned Orphic theogony in both versions 
of the Pseudo-Clemen tines, Hom. VI,3, 4-10 and Rec. X, 17-20 and 30. 
An excerpt in Syriac has been made probably from the Syriac translation 
of the Homilies, which has been preserved in the works of the Nestorian 
Theodorus bar Choni, who lived in the sixth century. 6 It is the common 
opinion of the scholars that this theogony has an Orphic origin, though 
it shows important differences from the Orphic theogonies, which 
have come down to us from the Neoplatonists, the Rhapsodic theogony 
and the theogony, with which the names of Hieronymus and Hellanicus 
are connected. So O. Gruppe 7 was of the opinion that this theogony 
- he only knew the theogony of the Recognitions - was of another 
type, which differed totally from the others. O. Kern,8 however, placed 
the two Orphic fragments in the Pseudo-Clemen tines in the chapter 
"Hieronymi et Hellanici Theogonia" of his collection of Orphic frag
ments. It is clear that, according to him, this form of the theogonic 
myth is cognate with the form of which the Neoplatonist Damascius 

3 B. Rehm, J. Irmscher, F. Paschke, Die Pseudoklementinen /, Homilien (GCS), 
Berlin 21969; B. Rehm, F. Paschke, Die Pseudoklementinen II, Rekognitionen in Rufins 
Ubersetzung, Berlin 1965. 

4 W. Frankenberg, Die Syrischen Clementinen mit Griechischem Paralle/text, Leipzig 
1937. 

5 See among others H. Waitz, Homilien und Rekognitionen. Eine quellenkritische 
Untersuchung (TU 25, 4), Leipzig 1904; G. Strecker, Das ludenchristentum in den 
Pseudoklementinen (TU 70), Berlin 1958. 1. Rius-Camps has another theory about 
the sources of the Pseudo-Clemen tines ; see his Las Pseudo-clementinas. Bases filologicas 
para una nueva interpretacion, in Revista Catalana de Teologia 1/1, 1976, 79-158. 

6 T. N61deke, Bar Choni iiber Homer, Hesiod und Orpheus, in ZDMG 53, 1899, 
501-507, esp. 504-507. 

7 O. Gruppe, Die Griechischen Culte und My then I, Leipzig 1887, 641. 
8 O. Kern, Orphicorum Fragmenta, Berlin 1922, reprint 1963, 132-33 (fragm. 55 

and 56). 
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is our authority.9 He ascribes this theogony expressis verbis to Hierony
mus and Hellanicus, perhaps two Alexandrian scholars, who are 
nearly unknown. 1o In this short study we will try to determine, in 
which respects the Orphic theogony in the Ps.-Clementines accords 
with that theogony of Hieronymus and Hellanicus, and if it is right 
to see it as a form of that theogony, as Kern does. 

But in addition to the differences between the form of this myth 
in the Ps.-Clementines and the form of it in the writings of the 
Neoplatonists there also exist remarkable differences between the version 
of the Homilies and that of the Recognitions. The question arises then, 
which of these versions of the myth is more original and nearer to the 
original version of the "Grundschrift". W. Heintze, however, defended 
the thesis, that in this passage, the so called mythological passage, the 
Homilies as well as the Recognitions used directly a special earlier 
source, so that here they were independent from the "Grundschrift".11 
According to him this source was a Jewish apology, which contained 
a dialogue between a convert to the Jewish religion and Apion, an 
Alexandrian who combatted the Jews in his work. 12 This Apion could 
even be the same as the man against whom Josephus wrote his well
known apology. This identification can be based on the fact, that in 
Hom. V, 29, I this Apion is called hater of the Jews and in Hom. 
IV, 6, 2 an inhabitant of Alexandria. The context, in which we find 
here the Orphic myth and the whole mythological passage, is different 
in the two versions of the Ps.-Clementines: in the Homilies this 
passage is clearly part of a dialogue between Clement and the above 
mentioned Apion, in the Recognitions, however, it belongs to a discourse 
of Clement to the gentiles. If the theory of Heintze is right, then the 
version of the Homilies would be nearer to the source than the version 
of the Recognitions. Nowadays, however, G. Strecker does not take 
over this thesis, but he is of the opinion that the Recognitions and 

9 Damascius, Dubitationes et Solutiones de Primis Principiis (= De Prine.) 123bis; 
Kern, 130-131 (fragm. 54). 

10 It is possible that Hieronymus is the same as the Hieronymus who is mentioned 
by losephus as having written the ancient history of Phoenicia; see W. K. G. Guthrie, 
Orpheus and Greek Religion, London 1935,85. 

11 W. Heintze, Der Klemensroman und seine Griechischen Quellen (TU 40,2), Leipzig 
1914, 14-23, esp. 22. 

12 Heintze, D.c., 42-51, esp. 50. 
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the Homilies also were dependent on the "Grundschrift" in this passage. 
According to him the version of the Recognitions is more original and 
nearer to the "Grundschrift". For in the Homilies the dialogue with 
Apion has been invented by the author of this work. 13 It is difficult 
to state, whether Heintze is right or Strecker. By comparing both 
versions with each other and with the Neoplatonic version of this 
myth we shall try to bring also this riddle nearer to a solution. 

As we have seen, in the Homilies the Orphic theogony is a part of 
a passage in which the Greek mythology is expounded. 14 In this 
Apion is defending the Greek mythology and the immoral behaviour 
of the Greek gods by allegorizing these repugnant stories which are 
criticized by Clement. So Apion says to Clement: "But, my son, as 
I said, such stories have a peculiar and philosophical meaning which 
can be allegorically set forth in such a way that you yourself would listen 
with wonder" (Hom. VI, 2). It is apparent that Apion here makes use 
of a method, which was much in vogue in Alexandria about the 
beginning of our era. The Orphic theogony also bears the traces 
of this allegoric exegesis. So it is very probable, that this mode of 
interpretation has changed the original Orphic theogonic myth in the 
version of the Ps.-Clementines. 

In great lines the content of this myth in Hom. VI, 3 ff. is, as follows. 
After having quoted Hesiod, who held that Chaos was the very first 
to come into being, Apion talks about Orpheus, who compares Chaos 
with an egg, in which the primordial elements are a confused mixture. 

'This matter of four kinds, and endowed with life, was an entire infinite 
abyss, so to speak, in eternal stream (Tii~ TETpaYEvou~ UAT]~ £l-n/fUXou oiicrT]~ 
Kai OAOU altElPOU nvo~ (3u60u aEi pE6vTO~), borne about without order, 
and forming every now and then countless but ineffectual combinations; 
ripe indeed, but not able to be bound so as to generate a living creature. 
And once it chanced that this infinite sea, which was thus by its own 
nature driven about with a natural motion, flowed in an orderly manner 

!3 Strecker, D.c., 79-87, esp. 83; "V611ig evident aber wird die Vermutung, der 
Homilist habe die Apionsdisputation komponiert. durch eine Untersuchung der Gestalt 
Apions in den Homilien". 

14 Hom. VI.2-25 (Rehm 105. 16 - 116.6), in which the Orphic myth is found in 
Hom. VI,3,3-12,2 (Rahm 107,5-111,2). As to the structure of this mythological 
passage see M. R. James, A Manual of Mythology in the Clemen tines. in JTS 33, 
1932, 262-265. 
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from the same to the same, like a whirlpool, mixing the substances in 
such a way that from each there flowed down the middle of the universe 
(as in the funnel of a mould) precisely that which was most useful and 
suitable for the generation of a living creature. This was carried down by 
the all-carrying whirlpool, drew to itself the surrounding spirit (Kai to 
m:plKElIlEVOV rrvElilla Emcrrrucracr9m), and having been so conceived that 
it was very fertile, formed a separate substance". 1 5 

In the depth of the infinite abyss matter has become pregnant without 
being impregnated. Thereupon pregnant matter takes the shape of an 
enormous egg, which is borne upwards by the divine spirit. Driven by 
time (or Time) (Xpovq:> q>£POIlEvll) the whole matter produces the 
sphere-like all embracing heaven, which is in shape like an egg,16 

"which (= the egg) at first was full of productive marrow, so that it was 
able to produce out of itself elements and colours of all sorts, while from 
the one substance and the one colour it produced all kinds of forms. For 
as a peacock's egg seems to have only one colour, while potentially it 
has in it all the colours of the animal that is to be, so this living egg, 
conceived out of infinite matter, when set in motion by the underlying 
and ever-flowing matter, produces many different forms. For within 
the circumference a certain living creature, which is both male and female 
(appEv69TjAU), is formed by the skill of the indwelling divine spirit. This 
Orpheus calls Phanes, because when it appeared the universe shone forth 
from it (on autou <pavtvto<; to rrav ES autou EAaIlIjfEV), with the lustre of 
that most glorious of the elements, fire, perfected in moisture". 1 7 

When the capacious egg is broken (Kpavaiou crXtcJeEVto~ 1tOAUxavbto~ 
c?OU),18 Phanes comes forth, and takes his seat on the summit of 
heaven. Thereupon the matter which was left inside the globe of the 
egg separates the elements of all things. Its lower part, the heaviest 
element, sinks downwards, and is called Pluto because of its gravity, 
weight, and great quantity of matter. After the separation of this 
heavy element in the middle part of the egg the waters flow together, 
which they call Poseidon. The purest and noblest element, the fire, 

15 Hom. VI,4, 1-2 (Rehm 107,10-20) in the translation of A. Roberts and B. Donald
son, Ante-Nicene Christian Library, 17, Edinburgh 1870. 

16 It is remarkable that the egg here is the same as the heaven. Probably this 
identification is caused by the fact, that the allegorical interpretation of the names 
of the first gods influenced the form of the Orphic myth. 

17 Hom. VI,5, 2-4 (Rehm 108,7-18). 
18 These words are expressly quoted as words of Orpheus. 
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is called Zeus, because its nature is glowing (stoocru). It flies right 
up into the air, and draws up the spirit, now called Metis, that was left 
in the underlying moisture. And when this spirit has reached the 
summit of the ether, it is devoured by Zeus, who in his turn begets the 
intelligence (cruv£crt<;), also called Pallas. And by this artistic intelligence 
the etherial artificer creates the whole world (D XPWIl£vo<; 10V nuvlu 
El£Xvi]crUlO KocrllOV 6 UiEltplO<; l£XvhT]<;). This world is surrounded 
by the air, which extends from Zeus, the very hot ether, to the earth; 
this air is called Hera. 

So far the account of this theogonic myth, which is at the same time 
a cosmogonic myth, in the Ps.-Clementine Homilies, which has been 
ascribed expressis verbis to Orpheus. In this version, however, we 
can observe many traits of allegorical interpretation, which we may 
assume to be absent in the original version of the Orphic myth. So 
Kronos is interpreted as the devouring time and Rhea as the streaming 
substance, Zeus as the boiling ether, Hera as the all enveloping air, 
Pallas as the palpitating intelligence, Poseidon as the liquid element, 
and Pluto as the heavy, solid element. But, as we shall see, the kernel 
of this myth is Orphic, and is to be compared with the other versions 
of this myth. 

In the version of the Recognitions - or better the versions, as this 
myth is found in two places - we also encounter most of the elements 
of this myth. 19 In Rec. X, 17-20 Chaos solidifies itself into an enormous 
egg, in which vivifies a certain living being. This living being appears 
as a certain kind of man of double sex, whom they call Phaneta. 
In this version there are important differences with the version of 
the Homilies. Not only we are missing every detail of the evolution 
of the chaotic matter to the cosmic egg, but also the creation of the 
world is not described as the activity of one special god. The origin 
of the world properly spoken is not a matter of creation, but of 
procreation. 

"And from this i.e. Phaneta), they say that there were produced (progenitam 
esse) substance, prudence, motion and coition, and from these the heavens 
and the earth were made (factum). From the heaven they say that six 
males were produced, whom they call Titans; and in the like manner, 

19 Rec. X,17, 2-20, I (Rehm 336, 13-338,3); Rec. X,30 (Rehm 346, 17-347,8). 



AN ALEXANDRIAN ORPHIC THEOGONY 19 

from the earth six females, whom they call Titanides. And these are the 
names of the males who sprang from the heaven: Oceanus, Coeus, Crios, 
Hyperion, Iapetus, Chronos, who amongst us is called Saturn. In like 
manner, the names of the females who sprang from the earth are these: 
Theia, Rhea, Themis, Mnemosyne, Tethys, Hebe".20 

When the author here mentions the origin of heaven and earth, we 
have the suspicion, that he rather has the first pair of gods, Ouranos and 
Gaia, in his mind than the two parts of the created world. After their 
origin follows the birth of the other gods totally according to the myth 
which we find in the Theogony of Hesiod. 

The version in Rec. X,30 is in this respect different. Here the author 
is clearly speaking about the origin of the world. The androgynous 
being is the principle of all things (principium omnium). He comes of 
pure matter and coming forth he effects a separation of the four 
elements. He makes heaven of the two elements which are first, fire 
and air, and earth of the others, earth and water. And of these elements 
all things are born and produced by a mutual participation in them. 
The second difference is, that here a creating activity is attributed 
to a god, and in this respect this version is more cognate to the ver
sion of the Homilies. A remarkable difference, however, remains, namely 
that in the Homilies Zeus is the creator of the world, but that the author 
of the Recognitions is silent about a creating activity of Zeus. For we 
gain the impression in Rec. X,30, that Phanes is the one, who performs 
this work. 

The theogony and the cosmogony in the above quoted passages 
of the Ps.-Clementines agree in many respects with the Orphic theogony, 
which we know from other sources, though we can also note re
markable differences. What is called the theogony of Orpheus, however, 
is a very complicated matter, and it is very difficult to discern between 
the original myth and the later additions. This is because our most 
important witnesses are Neoplatonists of the fifth and sixth century, 
who always are inclined to make Orpheus a member of their school. 21 

20 Rec. X,17,4-6 (Rehm 336,21-337,2), also in the translation of Roberts and 
Donaldson, Ante-Nicene Christian Library, 3, Edinburgh 1867. 

21 See W.K.G. Guthrie, Orpheus and Greek Religion, a study of the Orphic move
ment, London 1935,69-147, esp. 69-74. 
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Damascius was one of them, who in his Dubitationes et Solutiones de 
Prim is Principiis records three types of the Orphic theogony. 

In the first type, with which he connected the names of Hieronymus 
and Hellanicus,22 Chronos, the god of the time, does occupy a central 
place, although he is not the first principle. For the first, who existed, were 
water and earth, from which a being was born. This being had three 
heads, the head of a bull, the head of a lion and between them 
the face of a god, and upon his shoulders there were wings. The name 
of this being is Chronos, with the epitheton "who never grows old"; 
he is also called Heracles. He was accompanied by Ananke, who is 
.also called the incorporeal Adrasteia, who stretches forth her arms 
over the whole earth.23 First Chronos brought forth three beings, 
Aither, Chaos and Erebos (= darkness). After them he produced amidst 
them an egg (6 XPOVoC; q:,<'>v £ytvvllO'£v). In this egg, in which a male 
and a female element are present, a god has been shaped, who has 
golden wings on his shoulders and the heads of bulls connected 
with his flanks, and an enormous serpent upon his head. This god is 
the "first-born" (npu:noyovOC;), whom they also call Zeus and Pan, 
because he is the god, who orders the all (1t<lVtcDV btatclKtopa). It is 
remarkable that the god, who is born from the egg and who is the 
same as Phanes, has a snake upon his head. Quispel, however, remarks 
that in the iconography Phanes is represented in a similar way. For 
his body is often encircled by a snake, which corresponds with the 
representation of Aion, the god of the new year, in the religion of 
Mithras. 24 

In addition to this version of the Orphic theogony Damascius 
mentions another, which is, according to him, the common version. 25 

This version is called the Rhapsodic theogony, because the Neo
platonists, who handed down this version, quoted some old fragments 
in a metric form. According to the tradition these fragments are 

22 De Prine. 123bis (Ruelle I, 317, 15-319,7); Kern, 130-131 (fragm. 54). 
23 Ruelle l, 318,3-4: 

"cruvdvUt oi; m'rtiii 'tT]V 'AVUYKllV, <pucrlV oucrav 'tT]V airtT]v Kat 
'Aopucr'tElUV acrrollawv OHOPYUIOlJ.!EVllV EV 1tav'tt 'tiii KOcrJ.!<P, 'trov 
1tEPU'tOlV auwu E<pa1tWIlEvllV" 

24 See G. Quispel, The Demiurge, 22, and Herman Hesse and Gnosis, in B. Aland, 
Gnosis, Festschrift fUr Hans Jonas, Giittingen 1978,492-507, esp. 504-507. 

25 De Prine. 123 (Ruelle I, 316,18-317,4); Kern, 143-144 (fragm. 60). 
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taken from one Orphic poem. 26 Contrary to the first version, in this 
version Chronos is the first principle, and not water and earth. Out 
of him are born Aither and Chaos. Next Chaos fashions in Aither the 
egg, from which the male-female creator-god, here called Phanes, springs 
forth. In this version we don't find an elaborate description of the 
appearance of Chronos. Here he is represented as being abstract and 
is called an eternal and great being, whose counsels never fail. 27 

Another difference with the version of Hieronymus and Hellanicus 
is the role which the god who is born from the egg plays. In the 
first version this god, Protogonos, is the creator of the whole world, 
heaven, earth and gods. In the Rhapsodic theogony, however, he only 
is the creator, or procreator, of the gods. For there is a second creation, 
namely the creation of the world, by one of the descendants of Phanes, 
Zeus. Phanes, who in the Orphic fragment which Proclus quotes is 
called Erikepaios, is devoured by him, and his force is mingled with 
the limbs of Zeus. By this force, which also is the force of the 
intelligence - for Phanes is also called Metis - Zeus is able to create 
the world. 28 And so he can be called "the head, the middle and the 
god by whom all is made".29 

26 According to Suidas these are fragments of a poem, by him called the 'I!;poi 
AOY01 EV PU'I'CPOiUl<; K L1.'. See A. Adler, Suidae Lexicon, Stuttgart 2 1967, III, 564 
s.v. Kern remarks: "Titulum praebet Suid. test. 223d. Hoc carmine Neoplatonici usi 
sunt, qui maxime inde a Syriani aetate id interpretantur. Compositum est e singulis 
'iEpoi<; AOYOI<;, quorum numerus non traditur, et dispositum in viginiti quattuor rhapso
dias ad Homeri carminum exemplar" (p. 140). 

27 Proc\us, in Plat. Rempubl. (Kroll 11,138,8); Kern, 147 (fragm. 66) : 
"AteEpa J.IEV Xpovo<; otJw<; uyTjpao<;, uqJ91't0J.ITl't1<; 
ydvuw Kui J.IEyU xucrJ.lU ItEAroplOv Ev9u Kai Ev9a". 

Damascius, De Prine. 55 (Ruelle i, III, 17); Kern, 149 (fragm. 70): 
"EltEI'tU o· hEU~E J.IEyU<; Xpovo<; AteEPI oicp roEOV upYUqJWV". 

28 Proc\us, in Pial. Timaeum 29a (Diehl i, 324,29 - 325,3); Kern, 199 (fragm. 167): 
"&c, 'to'tE ItPOHOYOVOIO xuorov J.IEVO<; 'HP1KEltuiou 
'trov ItUV'tWV OEJ.lU<; dXEV tij Evi yUcr'tEPI KoiAlJ 
J.IEl~E 0' EOi<; J.IEAEEcrcrt 9wl> oUvuJ.liv 'tE Kui uAKTjv, 
wuvEKa cruv 'tif> ItUV'tIl L1.10<; ItUAIV EV'tO<; f.'tux9TJ", 

29 Porphyrius, ap, Eusebius, Praep Ev, 111,9; Kern, 201 (fragm. 168): 
"ZEU<; KEqJuATj, ZEU<; J.IEcrcrU, L1.10<; 0' EK ItUV'tIl 'tEWK'tUl" 

= Ps.-Aristotle, De Mundo 7 (Diehl, Fragmenle der Vorsokratiker II, Berlin 41922, 
169; cf. also the Derveni papyrus (± 350 B.c.) : 

"ZEU<; KEqJuATj, ZEU<; J.IEcrcrU, L1.10<; 0' EK ItUV'tIl 'tEAEl'tllI", 
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In addition to the above mentioned theogonies, Damascius also 
mentions a third, of which the Peripatetic philosopher Eudemus of 
Rhodes, one of the disciples of Aristotle, is the witness. The only 
thing that Damascius relates about this version of the myth, is the 
fact that Night here is the first principle. 30 In this respect Eudemus 
disagrees with the Rhapsodic Orphic theogony, where Night is pro
created by Phanes and acts as a counselor of Zeus, when he is crea
ting the world. Although our knowledge of this version is very small, 
yet it is important, because Eudemus, who lived in the fourth century 
B.c., knew an earlier stage of the Orphic doctrine than the Neoplatonists, 
who lived many centuries later. Moreover he says that, according to 
Aristotle, this idea is witnessed by the early poets. Thus Louis 
Moulinier notes: "nous avons donc Iii une attestation d'anciennete 
ii laquelle nous pouvons nous fier". 31 

When we return to the Orphic theogony in the Ps.-Clementines, 
especially in the Homilies, we shall see, that this is in some respects 
in accordance with the theogony of Hieronymus and Hellanicus. In 
other respects, however, it is cognate with the Rhapsodic version, 
while there also exist remarkable differences with both versions. 

a) From the discourse of Apion in Hom. VI,3-12 one may conclude, 
that in this version Chronos is not the first principle. We gain the 
impression that matter already existed a long time, a matter which is 
fluid, because it is always streaming. 32 This is the reason, why it is 
equated with the goddess Rhea, whose name contains the root of 
the Greek verb pEW (= to stream). From this fluid matter, driven 
(or: carried) by the time (Xpovcp CPEPOIlEYTJ) the world-egg is fashioned. 
And it is also this matter, which procreates the heaven (i] VATJ 
u1tacra ... U1tEKUTJcrEV oupavov). 

and Plato, Laws IV, 715 E: 
'"0 ).u';v oiJ 8co<;, roa1tcp Kat 0 1taAUlo<; AOY0<;, apxiJv 1:1> Kat 
1:EAEIJ1:iJV Kat ~Eaa 1:<1lV OV1:(J)V U1t(lV1:(J)V EXWV, ... " 

See also R. van den Broek, The Sarapis oracle in Macrobius, in Hommages a Maarten 
J. Vermaseren I, Leiden 1978, 123-141. 

30 Damascius, De Prine. 124 (Ruelle I, 319,10-11); Kern, 97 (fragm. 28): 
"a1tO ol'; 1:ii<; NUK1:o<; E1tOliJaU1:0 1:iJv apX11v". 

31 L. Moulinier, Orplll!e et l'Orphisme a l'£poque Classique, Paris 1955,87. 
32 Hom. VI,4, 1 (Rehm 107,10-11): 

'"1:ii<; tE1:paYEVO\)<; UAll<; E~IjIUXOU ouall<; Kat OAOU U1tEipou 
ttvO<; pu80u aEi PEOVto<; ... ". 
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A cognate image also is transmitted by the Christian apologist 
Athenagoras, who is held by Kern to be a witness of the theogony 
of Hieronymus and Hellanicus. 33 According to him, Orpheus, who 
is mentioned expressis verbis by him, says, that, as in the Ps.-Clementines, 
a fluid matter, here called water, is the first principle (i]v yap u&op 
apXTJ KU't uu'tov 'tOi~ OAOl~). From this primordial matter originated 
Chronos who, as in the testimony of Damascius, is also called Heracies, 
and is represented as a snake, who possesses the head of a lion and 
the head of a god. The egg which is procreated by this Heracies, 
splits, and a god appears. Thereafter the superior part of the shell 
becomes the heaven, the inferior part the earth.34 

This account of the creation of heaven and earth is also found in the 
Ps.-Clementines. In the first place, in the Homilies Apion says that 
the whole matter procreates the heaven. As in Athenagoras it is not a 
god, who creates the heaven, but it originates from the matter in the 
egg. In the second place, it is said that after the birth of Phanes a 
separation of matter takes place. The heavy matter sinks down. It is 
true, that it does not become the earth, but the nether-world - it is 
indeed called Pluto - but we have good reasons to assume, that 
both Athenagoras and Ps.-Clement have the same idea about the 
creation of the earth in their minds. The only difference is, that in 
the version of the Ps.-Clementines the Orphic cosmogony is connected 
with an allegorical interpretation of the theogony of Hesiod. This is 
the reason that the heavy element is not called earth, but Pluto, the god 
of the nether-world, and the light element, that flies into the air, 
not heaven, but fire, which is the boiling element, and is equated with 
Zeus. 

Briefly we can summarize those respects in which the theogony in 
the Ps.-Clementine Homilies agrees with the theogony of Hieronymus 
and Hellanicus : 
I. the fluid matter is the first principle; 
2. from the material of the cosmic egg heaven and earth are fashioned. 

33 Athenagoras. Supp/icatio pro Christianis, 18 and 20 (Goodspeed 334-336); Kern, 
137 and 138-139 (fragm, 57 and 58). 

34 Athenagoras calls this god in ch. 18 only a "ec6~ n~ IiI(jW~lUTO~··. In ch. 20, 
however, he speaks about this god as Phanes. 
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b) It is beyond doubt, that there also existed agreements with the 
Rhapsodic version. In the first place, the godhead who is born from 
the world-egg, has the name Phanes, and is not some nameless god 
with two bodies, as Athenagoras describes him. In the second place 
a creative activity is also committed to Zeus. After having swallowed 
Metis, and having procreated the intelligence, also called Pallas, he 
becomes the aWtptoc; "CEXvhT]C;, who by means of Pallas arranges 
the whole world. The same myth is found in the Rhapsodic theogony. 
Damascius mentions Phanes as well as Metis, who is seen as one of 
the aspects of Phanes. 35 Metis is even one of the names of Phanes, 
who has many names, among them: Erikepaios, Protogenos, Dionysos 
and Eros. In the Rhapsodic theogony we also find the idea that Zeus 
creates the world, after that he has made himself master of the force 
of Phanes by devouring him. So Proclus very clearly tells us, in his 
commentary on the Timaeus of Plato, that, according to Orpheus, after 
the devouring of Phanes all things have come to being in Zeus. 36 

The only difference between the two versions is, that in the 
Ps.-Clementines it is Metis, who is swallowed by Zeus, and in the 
Rhapsodic theogony it is Phanes, who meets this fate. In Orphism, 
however, Metis often is another name of Phanes, so that both schemata 
are nearly the same. 

c) At last we will show some clear differences between the version 
of the Ps.-Clementines and the other versions of the Orphic theogonic 
myth. In the first place the egg is compared with the egg of a peacock, 
in which, though it has one colour, the many different colours of 
the peacock are potentially present. 37 In the same way in the one 

35 Damascius, De Prine. 123 (Ruelle I, 317,4-7): 
"'Wu'W I!EV, onoiov liv U, ro~ 'tOY vouv, ro~ liE nu'tEpu Kui 
liuvul!tv, iiAAU 'ttVa npOCH;1ttVOOUV'tE~ ouoEv 'tiji 'Oplpd 
npocrTJKoV'tU, n'1v oE 'tpitllv 'tOY Miinv (ro~ vouv), 'tOY 
'HptKEnuiov ro~ ouvuWv, 'tOY <l>uvll'tU uu'tov ro~ nu'tEpu". 

36 Proclus, in Plat. Timaeum 29a (Diehl I, 324,14-16): 
"'tUu'tu Iii; Kui 0 'OplpEi)~ i:VliEtKVUI!EVO~ Ku'tunivEcr8at 'tOY 
VOll'tov 8EOV (= Phanes) ElpU'tO nupa 'Wu lilll!toupyou 'trov 
OAffiV (= Zeus)". 

37 Hom. VI, 5, 3 (Rehm 108, 10-14): 
"rocrnEp yap i:v 'tiji 'tou 'turo YEVVTJI!Un EV I!EV 'WU <pou xprol!U 
OOKEi, OUVUI!Et liE I!upiu EXEt i:v EUU'tiji 'tou I!€AAOV'tO~ 
'tEAEcrlpOpEicr9at xprol!u'tU, oihffi~ Kui 'to i:~ undpou i5All~ 



AN ALEXANDRIAN ORPHIC THEOGONY 25 

primordial matter many forms are present, which will later be mani
fested. This image is not found in one of the other witnesses of the 
world-egg. And yet the Ps.-Clementines are not totally isolated in 
using this comparison, for a parallel is to be found in one of the 
fragments of the Alexandrian gnostic Basilides, which is quoted by 
his opponent Hippolytus. He also introduces the idea of a cosmic 
egg, from which is born the Great Archon Abrasax, who is the demiurge 
of the world. And, as in the Ps.-Clementines, this egg is compared 
with the egg of a peacock: 

"Or, to make plainer what they say, just as the egg of a variegated and 
many-coloured bird, such as a peacock or some other even more variegated 
and many-coloured (species), although it is only single, yet has within 
it many shapes of multiform, multi-coloured, and heterogeneous things, 
so, says he, the non-existent seed deposited by the non-existent God has 
(within it) the multiform and heterogeneous seed-mixture of the world".38 

Since Basilides lived in Alexandria, the image of the peacock's egg 
must belong to the cosmogonic imagery of the Orphics in Alexandria. 
It is, however, not incomprehensible, that the image of the origin 
of the world and the gods from an egg is so well known in Egyptian 
Alexandria, for we also encounter this thought elsewhere in Egypt. 
In the doctrine of Hermopolis the sun-god Re is born out of an egg, 
that was laid in the moor by a Nile goose. This sun-god also becomes 
the creator of this world. 39 

The second deviating thought, which merits our attention, is the 
fact, that an important place is reserved for the spirit (1tW:UIlU) in the 

a1tOKull0i:v EI.lIl1uxoV <pov tK tij~ U1tOKEl~tVll~ Kat ad pwlicrll~ 
iJAll~ KlVOU~EVOV 1tavto8a1t(l~ tK<paivEl tp01tU~". 

38 Hippolytus, Refutatio VII,21, 5 (Wendland 197,10-16): 
"tva 8i: Kata<pavtcrtEpOV 1tOlT]crW tOUtO 01tEP EKEtVOl A.{;youcrl' 
KaOU1tEp <pov OPVlOO~ ElmOlKiAoU tlVO~ Kat 1tOAUXPW~UtOU, 
oiovd tOU taWVo~ il UAAOU tlVO~ Etl ~aAAOV 1tOAu~6p<pou Kat 
1tOAUXPW~UtOU, EV DV 6~w~ EXEl tv {;autij'> 1tOAAa~ oumwv 
1tOAu~6p<pWV Kat 1tOAUXPW~UtWV Kat 1tOAucrUcrtUtWV i8ta~, oiJtW~ 
EXEl to Kata!3AllOtv, <Pllcr[v, U1tO tOU OUK ovtO~ OWU OUK DV 
cr1ttp~a <1tavcr1tEp~iav) tOU K6cr~ou 1tOAU~Op<pOv 6~ou Kat 1tOAU
oumov". 

The English translation is of R. Mel. Wilson in W. Foerster, Gnosis I, English 
translation, Oxford 1972, 65. 

39 S. Morenz, ;{gyptische Religion (Die Religionen der Mensehheit 8), Stuttgart 
1960, 186-188. 
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work of creation. This divine spirit first dwells in the cosmic egg, 
and afterwards is lifted up by Zeus unto the summit of heaven, and 
then is swallowed by him.40 Moreover the author mentions, that they 
call this spirit Metis, in the Rhapsodic version one of the names of 
Phanes, who is there swallowed by Zeus. But contrary to the Rhapsodic 
version the divine 1tVEl)IlU plays here a more important role than 
Phanes. 

The question can now be put, what is the reason for this deviating 
representation. It is not wholly excluded that, although Apion expounded 
this myth as an Orphic doctrine, yet the Christian background of the 
author of the Ps.-Clementines, or the Jewish background of the author 
of the source of this passage, has changed the original form of the 
myth. In this case we should remember the role, which the spirit 
plays in the creation account in the Old Testament: "and the Spirit 
of God was moving over the face of the waters".41 And it is exactly 
in Alexandria, that the Jewish philosopher Philo in quoting Gen. 2: 7 
ventures to say that God breathes spirit of life (1tV£UIlU 1;;(Oii~) in stead 
of breath of life (1tvor, 1;;(Oii~) into the nostrils of Adam.42 So this 
O.T. notion easily could have been inserted into the Jewish apology 
against Apion, and have influenced the form of the Orphic myth, 
which Apion tells us. And it is not astonishing, that the original 
form of the myth is altered, for no witness to the Orphic theogony 
renders accurately the original representations. So the testimonies 
of the Neoplatonists are also clearly coloured, because they tried 
to recover their own doctrine in the myth of Orpheus.43 

40 Hom. VI,?, 5-8, I (Rehm, 109,16-20): 
"6 ZEi)(; ... to KataAwpBI;v EV ti!> UltOKEll!SVCP uypi!> to iaxvota'Wv 
Kat BEiov UVll!UtUl ltVEUl!a, OltEP Mi;nv EKuAEaav, KatU Kopu<pi;<; 
81; au'Wu EABov tOU atespo<; Kat aUl!ltoBI;v Ult' autou &altEp uypov 

BEPI!i!> I!IYSV ... YEVV~ tT]V aUVEalV ... " 
41 Gen. I: 2 LXX: "Kat ltVEUl!a BEaU EltECPSPEtO EltUVOl 'WU u8ato<;". 
42 Philo, Legum AUegoria 3, 161 (Mondesert 262): 

"EvEcpuaTJaE yap Ei<; to ltpOaOlltOV au'Wu ltVEul!a t:;0li;<; 6 !JE6<;, Kat 
EySVE'W 6 iivBpOlltO<; Ei<; IVUXT]V t:;ii'laav". 

Cf. Quod Deterius Potiori Insidiari So/eat 80. 
Since this is a quotation, it is also possible that Philo used a LXX text with this 
reading, which existed in Alexandria; however, in the existing LXX manuscripts this 
reading is not found. See also G. Quispel, Ezekiel 1.' 26 in Jewish Mysticism and 
Gnosis, in VC 34, 1980, 1-13, esp. 10. 

43 In treating the first two principles, water and earth, Damascius remarks that 
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Though the influence of the Bible is not excluded here, yet the 
important place of the spirit can be explained otherwise, so that the 
origin of this idea is Orphic. For the myth of the world-egg is also 
told by Aristophanes in his comedy The Birds.44 In this account it 
is not Phanes, but Eros - he is, according to Hesiod the eldest of the 
gods -, who is born out of this egg. It is important for our purpose 
to remark, that this egg, which has been laid by the Night, is called 
an lJ1tTjV£l!tOV ~6v. The translation of the word lJ1tTjV£l!tO~ is very 
difficult. Litterally it means "lifted by the wind".45 This is explained 
by B. B. Rogers, in his translation of the Birds, as "from the whirlwind 
conceived".46 Another meaning, however, is "full of wind", so that 
lJ1tTjV£l!tOV ~6v can also be translated as "a wind-egg".47 Probably 
the comic poet Aristophanes has both meanings in his mind. If the 
word has here the first meaning, then we should here encounter a 
parallel with the representation in the Ps.-Clementine Homilies. For 
aV£l!o~ and 1tV£UI!U can have the same meaning, "wind".48 In both 
places the idea is expressed, that all has become alive by the wind, 
who often is considered as vivifying. 

As we have just seen, the form of this myth in the Ps.-Clementines 
on the one hand has some agreements with the two versions of the 
Orphic myth, but on the other hand there are also important differences, 
as the creative force of the spirit, and the image of the peacock's egg. 

there is not mentioned a first single principle before the two, because this single 
principle is ineffable (Ti]V lit ~iav 1tpO wiv liUEiv apPllwv (Upill<HV; Ruelle 1,317,19). 
Damascius here introduces the Neoplatonic doctrine of the unity of the first principle 
into the doctrine of Orpheus. 

44 Aristophanes, Aves 690-702 (Kern, 80, fragm. I), esp. 695-696: 
"TiKTEI 1tpWncrwv U1tllVE~\oV Nu~ 1'] ~EA.aV01tTEpO<; <pov, 
t~ ou 1tEp\TEA.}~O~EVUI<; ropUI<; E~A.UcrTEV -Epro<; 61t09Elvo<;". 

Because this passage seeks to demonstrate that the birds are older than the other 
living creatures, even older than the gods, the value of this passage for our knowledge 
of the Orphic theogony is very dubious, despite its early date; cf. Guthrie, a.c., 104: 
"But in the fragmentary state of our knowledge of the ancient theogonies, it is just as 
likely that Aristophanes used a comic poet's rightful prerogative to make a hotch-potch 
of the accounts which he was parodying, and even perhaps invent a new order of his 
own", and Moulinier, a.c., 97: "Qu'y a-t-il done a mettre au compte d'Orphee en 
cette tirade aristophanesqueT. 

45 H. G. Liddell, R. Scott, and H. S. Jones, A Greek-English Lexicon, s.v., 1872. 
46 Loeb Classical Library 179, p. 201. 
47 Quispel, The Demiurge, 17. 
48 Liddle and Scott, s.v., 1424. 
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Since we also find the last image in the fragments of the Alexandrian 
Basilides, this raises the suspicion that we have encountered here a 
type of the Orphic theogonic myth, which must be localized in 
Alexandria. This fact could corroborate the opinion of Heintze, that 
at this point in the Homilies a Jewish apology of Alexandrian origin 
has been incorporated. It is indeed improbable, that this form of the 
myth has been invented, as Strecker thinks, by the author of the 
Homilies, who lived in the fourth century of our era. 

We are stilI confronted with the question of whether this version 
of the theogonic myth in the Homilies is nearer to the original, or 
whether the version in the Recognitions is nearer the original. To answer 
this question, it is necessary to pay attention to some remarkable 
elements in the version of the Recognitions, which differ from the 
version in the Homilies. As we have seen, this myth is told at two places 
in the Recognitions, Rec. X, 17-20 and X, 30. 

In the version of Rec. X,I7 sqq., a very remarkable difference is that 
Chaos is considered to be the first principle,49 and that the egg is a 
special form of it, which originates by the solidification of the chaotic 
matter. This deviates from the other Orphic versions, where Chaos 
never is the first principle, but an off-spring of Chronos. Chaos as 
the first principle is only found in the Theogony of Hesiod. 50 So we 
gain the impression that the author of the Recognitions has mingled 
the theogonic myth of Hesiod with that of the Orpheans. On the 
contrary in the Homilies both myths are clearly distinguished. So 
we here read: "That which Orpheus calls a produced egg is taken 
by Hesiod as Chaos" (wow 'H<n6bo~ xao~ U1tO'ti8E'tat, 01tEP 'OPCPEU~ 
06v AEYEt YEVTJ'tOV). Although in the Homilies both myths are compared 
with each other, and agreements are stated, yet both are not blended, 
as in Rec. X,17. The same mingling has taken place in Rec. X,30. 
Though first Orpheus as well as Hesiod are mentioned separately, 
yet the cosmogonic and theogonic representations of both are not 
discerned, but to Orpheus is ascribed the idea that Chaos is the first 
principle, from which all came into being: 

49 Rec. X,17,2 (Rehm 336, 13-14): 
"aiunt ergo qui sapientiores sunt inter gentiles, primo omnium Chaos fuisse". 

50 Hesiod, Theogony 116: 'H 'tOt /lEV ltp<i:mcr'tu Xao.; yi:VE't' 



AN ALEXANDRIAN ORPHIC THEOGONY 29 

"It is Orpheus, then, who says that at first there was chaos, eternal, unboun
ded, unproduced, and that from it all things were made" 
("Orpheus igitur est, qui dicit primo fuisse chaos sempiternum, immensum, 
ingenitum, ex quo omnia facta sunt"). 51 

Because the author of the Recognitions blends the theogonic imagery 
of Hesiod and Orpheus with each other, it is clear that in the Homilies 
the Orphic myth is reproduced more accurately than in the Recognitions. 
Therefore it is probable that the author of the Homilies is nearer the 
Alexandrian source than the author of the Recognitions, who uses his 
source very freely. 

In the second place it has struck us already when we considered the 
contents of Rec. X,17-20, that the subject of this passage is not the 
creation of the world, but the origin of the gods. Properly speaking 
Phaneta is no more than a link between Chaos and the first pair 
of gods, Ouranos and Gaia, Heaven and Earth. He creates the possibility, 
that gods can be born. Therefore, what originates from him are only 
the necessary conditions on which procreation can take place: sub
stance, intelligence, motion and sexual intercourse. 52 We are, then, 
inclined, since the mixture of the myths of Hesiod with that of Orpheus 
is here so great, even to think that the author does not tell us an 
Orphic myth, but that one element of the Orphic myth, the birth 
of Phanes from the cosmic egg, has been added to the theogony of 
Hesiod. 53 It is also in this respect, that the Orphic myth in the Recogni-

51 Rec. X,30,3 (Rehm 346,24-25). 
52 Rec. X,I7, 4 (Rehm 336,21-22): 

"et ex hoc dicunt progenitam esse substantiam, prudentiam, motum, coitum: 
ex his factum Coelum et Terram". 

53 In Hesiod's Theogony as well as in Rec. X,17 out of Ouranos and Gaia are 
born six male Titans and six female Titanides. 
Theogony 132-138 : "u\J'l:ap E1tEItU 

Oupuvij"> EuvllBEicru 'QKEUvOV ~uBuoiVT)v 
Kotov tE Kptov B' 'YltEpiovu t' 'IultEtov tE 
E>Eiuv tE 'PEiuv tE E>Elllv tE MVllll0O"lJVllv tE 
<I>oi~llv tE XPUcrOcrtEq>UVOV T1l9uv t' epUtE1VT]V 
tou<; oE IlEB' ()ltAOtuto<; YEVEtO Kpovo<; UYKUI..OIlT]tll<;, 
OElVOtUtO<; ltuiiirov." 

Rec. X,17,5-6 (Rehm 336, 23-337,2): "ex caelo sex progenitos mares, quos et Titanas 
appellant; similiter et de terra sex feminas, quas Titanidas vocitarunt. et sunt nomina 
eorum quidem qui ex caelo orti sunt haec: Oceanus, Coeus, Crios, Yperion, Iapetos, 
Cronos, qui apud nos Saturnus nominatur. similiter et earum quae ex terra ortae sunt 
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lions has a mixed character, so that we may conclude it is secondary 
to the report in the Homilies. As we have seen, the creation of the 
world is more stressed than the birth of the gods in Rec. X,30. In this 
respect the representation is here more cognate to the version of 
Hieronymus and Hellanicus, where it is also the world, which comes 
into being out of the matter of the egg. 

The evidence which we have considered leads us to the following 
conclusions. In the first place the Pseudo-Clemen tines have preserved 
a special type of the Orphic theogonic myth. Speaking of the report 
in the Recognitions, Gruppe remarks that this theogony is not identical 
with that of Athenagoras, or Alexander of Aphrodisias, the commen
tator on Aristotle, who is also a witness to the Orphic theogony. He 
concludes: "Wieder eine andere, zwar nicht auf Orpheus zuriick
gefiihrte, aber doch offenbar in dem orphisierenden Kreis gehorige 
Theogonie ist auszugsweise bei Clemens Romanus, Recogn. X,7 (sic!) 
erhalten".54 Apparently this theogony - and not only the theogony 
in the Recognitions, which is very corrupted, but also the theogony 
of the Homilies - does not belong to any of the familiar types, 
but is an Orphic theogony sui generis. One of the images, the image 
of the peacock's egg, points to Alexandria, where this form must be 
localized. Since we have also found some elements of the Rhapsodic 
theogony in this myth, we must conclude that it is not right to place 
this theogony, as Kern does, in the chapter "Hieronymi et Hellanici 
Theogonia". 

Our second conclusion is, that in the Pseudo-Clemen tines the version 
of Rec. X,17-20 is clearly secondary to the version of the Homilies, 
because the Orphic element is very strongly reduced in favour of 
the theogonic representation of Hesiod. It is therefore clear, that the 
Homilies are nearer to the original source than the Recognitions. Because 
this source has Alexandrian ideas, Heintze was right, when he asserted, 
that this source was a Jewish apology written in Alexandria against 
the Alexandrian hater of the Jews Apion. 

nomina sunt haec: Thia, Rea, Themis, Mnemosyne, Tethys, Hebe". The only differences 
are that in the Rec. Heaven procreates alone the male Titans, and Earth the female, 
and the name of the sixth female Titan Hebe, who is called by Hesiod Phebe. A group, 
however, of Rec. manuscripts has the reading "bebe" or "boebe". 

54 Gruppe, a.c., 641. 
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UGO BIANCHI 

The well known text of Lk 20: 34-36, particularly 36, raises a 
religio-historical problem, not usually dealt with in the commentaries. 
The problem is as follows: the Lukan text, after mentioning that in 
the world to come, in the resurrection, men and women will not marry 
nor be given in marriage, and before explaining that the resurrected 
will be "equal to angels and sons of God, being sons of the resurrection', 
inserts a motivation of its own, not to be found in the parallel texts 
of Matthew and Mark: "in fact, they cannot die anymore". So the 
first impression is that this Lukan text posits a correspondence between 
marriage and death: where there is no death, there is no marriage, 
where there is marriage, there is death. 

Nowever, this connexion, nay this coincidence between the absence 
of marriage and the absence of death, is not a far-fetched one, if we 
consider the history of Christian thought, as we shall see. On the 
other hand, we may ask how old this conception is in the history of 
Christian spirituality. 

The text of Luke 20: 34-36 runs as follows: oi uioi mu aiwvoc; 
minou yallOUcrtV Kai yallicrKoV'tat, oi 8i; Ka'ta~10)9Ev'tcC; mu atO)voc; 
EKclVOU 'tuXciv Kai uvacr'tacrcO)C; 'tfic; EK VcKPWV oihc yalloucrtv oihc 
yallisov'tat, oNif: yap ult09avciv lhl SUvav'tat, icrayycAOl yap dcrtv, 
Kai uioi dcrtv 9wu, 'tfic; uvacr'tacrcO)C; uioi ov'tcC;. 

Matthew and Mark are more succinct: EV yap 't1J uvacr'tacrcl ou'tc 
yallOUcrtV ou'tc yallisoVtal, un' roc; ayycAOl 9wu EV 'tiP oupaviP dcrtv 
(Mt. 22:30). o'tav yap EK vcKPWV uvacr'twcrtv, oU'tc yalloucrtV ou'tc 
yallisov'tat, un' dcriv roc; ayycAol EV mic; oupavoic; (Me. 12: 25). 

So, whilst the Matthean and the Markan texts only state that in 
the resurrection the practice and the institution of marriage will no 
longer exist, and that the resurrected will be as the angels in heaven 
are now, the Lukan text develops the argument in several directions. 
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First of all, an opposition is introduced between those belonging to 
this aion - being its 'sons' - and those wo are (or will be) given the 
privilege to belong to that aion, i.e. to resurrection - being sons of 
God -. True, as far as our specific problem is concerned,l the meaning 
is fundamentally the same here as with the corresponding Matthean 
and the Markan logia, since these too found the whole argument 
on the difference between this condition of life, - that of not yet 
resurrected men and women, - and the final condition, - that of 
the resurrected. But the particular emphasis, in the Lukan text, on 
the unique dignity of those who will be admitted to that aion (Ot 
Of: Ku"Cu~t(j)9tv"C£~ ... ) is not devoid of significance in the general 
context of the logion. 

The other peculiarity, already mentioned, of the Lukan logion is 
that the oU8e yap a1t09uv£i:v En 86vuv"Cat inserted after the oih£ 
YUI!ODOW .. , complicates the argumentation by introducing in it a 
third element and a special motivation, namely the mention of 
immortality, seen both as a quality of the *isangelia and a formal 
alternative to the earthly regime to which marriage belongs (Ot uiot 
"COD uirovo~ "COu"Cou ... ). Due to this intermediary position given to 
immortality (better to say: to the cessation of mortality) in this very 
delicate context, we are committed to dwell on the question whether 
this can imply or not those conceptual associations concerning the 
primordial state of integrity and non-mortality of man in Paradise which 
were usual in the wisdom and the apocalyptic literature of the first 
centuries A.D.; - this all the more since an exegetical trend of some 
Fathers sees in this Lukan logion a basic argument in favour of the 
practice of virginity, conceived not only as an anticipation of the 
condition of the resurrected and a testimony given to the world to 
come, but also as an instauration of the primordial condition of Adam. 2 

1 Here we do not enter the question of the actual meaning of the Lucan logion, 
whether it alludes or not to an anticipation of the life isangelos (through the present 
YUJ.l0U<Hv) for those made worthy of resurrection (in our opinion, given the context 
and the parallels, the answer should be negative. See for this question Van Eijk. 
quoted n. 2). 

2 Cpo Ton H. C. Van Eijk, Marriage and Virginity, Death and Immortality, in Epektasis 
(Studies Danielou), 220-235 and our, observations in the article Questioni storico
religiose relative al Cristianesimo in Siria nei seeoli II-IV, in Augustinianum, 19, 1979, 
41-52, which is preliminary to this presentation. 
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Their argument was based on the inference that, resurrection being 
apokatastasis, i.e. instauration of the primal condition of man in 
Paradise, where Adam was not subject to mortality, that condition 
should have excluded the practice of sexual procreation, since this 
practice is excluded by the Lukan and the parallele logia for the angels 
and the resurrected (so e.g. Gregory of Nyssa).3 

Thus we are confronted with a problem, the chronological ambit 
of which goes from the Lukan extension of the Matthean and the 
Markan logia (immortality seen as a symptom of the absence of 
marriage and vice versa) to the Gregorian hermeneutic theorizing of 
a primordial condition of man, where immortality was mutually im
plied with *isangelia and virginity: now we wonder whether are we 
entitled to suppose that the Lukan mention of immortality in connexion 
with the absence of marriage for those made worth of the future 
aion, implied already - at least implicitly - the idea of an analogy 
between the final condition of man (resurrection, 'that' aion) and 
his primordial condition of integrity, - an analogy whose mediating 
element would have been the concept of immortality and the assumption 
that marriage is contextual with death, death being conceived as 
characterizing the regime of mankind after the sin and so destined 
to be abolished, as well as marriage and procreation, at the end 
of history? 

But let us give some references concerning the period between Luke 

3 De hom. op. 17, after quoting Lk 20: 35 f.: tmlYYEAOl yup den Kui uioi ewu 
Elm 1:fie; uvucnucrEOle; uioi 6V1:Ee;. / iJ 8E 1:fie; uvucr1:ucrEOle; XUple; ou8Ev En:pov iJlliv 
btaYYEAAHUI ij 'T]v de; ,0 upxuiov ,rov nEn,OlKO,OlV unoKa,ucrraenv. / Enuv080.; 
yup ,ie; Ecrnv Eni 'T]V nponTJv 1;OlT]V iJ npocr80KOlllEVTJ XUple;, ,ov UnOpATJeEVra rou 
nupa8Eicrou nUAI v d.; au,ov Enuvuyoucra. / d roi vuv iJ ,rov Eno KuncrrallEvOlv 1;0lT] 
np6e; 1:T]v ,rov UYYEAOlV OtKEiOle; EXEI, 8TJAov6n 0 npo ,fie; nupapucrEOle; Pioe; UYYEAIKOe; 
ne; T]V" 810 KUt iJ npoe; ,0 upxuiov ,fie; 1;Olfie; iJllrov Enuv080e; roie; UYYEAOle; olloiOl1:al. 

The incompatibility of the condition of being resurrected with marriage, birth and 
the cycle of life in general is stated by Origen, Expl. in Matth. GCS X, 689 in relation 
to the Matthean logion; quoniam si sunt ibi nuptiae, et partus; si partus et mortes et 
infirmitates; si nativitas et pueritia et ascensiones a pueritia ad maturitatem virilem et mi
norationes senectutis. Si autem haec omnia, erit et malitia, et vix alicubi virtus invenietur 
in raris hominibus quaerentibus eam (we can observe here the typically Platonic connexion 
between the realm of chronos, implying mutability, decay, deficience, and the kakia). 
Cpo also p. 699; aut post resurrectionem homines manducaturos et bibituros escas 
carnales et potus, ... putant nos etiam post exitum futuros esse in usu carnalium nuptiarum, 
propter quas nee vacare quis orationibus potest absque macula nee in hoc mundo. 
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and the Cappadocian Fathers. The connexion between marriage, 
procreation and death is absolute and imperative among the Encra
tites. Tatian identifies porneia and gamos, Julius Cassianus identifies 
genesis and phthora (thus giving a new meaning to the same identification 
made in the Platonic, more tolerant doctrine of the lower regime 
of time characterized by becoming and generation). This attitude 
of the Encratites is radical: birth implies death, birth causes the 
extension of the regime of death: only abstention from marriage and 
procreation could introduce resurrection and life, could hasten resurrec
tion and life. As it is known, this very principle, of virginity stopping 
death, i.e. the encratic principle, was basic, in the opinion of some 
scholars, in a particular kind of spirituality. As to the theory that in an 
early Syrian Christianity married persons would have been excluded 
from baptism, see the alternative explanations by Klijn in NTT 14, 
29-37, and Nedungatt in OrChrPer 39, 438-42. In any case, this would 
have been a qualified form of encratism, linked with the discipline of 
the administration of the sacraments, but not necessarily implying that 
radical, ontological identification between porneia and gamos which was 
characteristic of absolute encratism. In particular we do not know 
whether that qualified Syrian ecclesiastical and monastic encratism was 
motivated by peculiar conceptions concerning the primordial condition 
of mankind, and not by the more specific conception only that the 
resurrected (and also those destined to resurrection, who anticipate 
the condition of the resurrected by a way of life isangelos) will not 
marry. 

An alternative position which does not concern us here is that of 
gnosticism. In fact, gnostic encratism, though partly motivated as the 
already mentioned position (i.e. in order not to propagate the power 
of death), is more properly motivated by the ontological conception 
of the death-giving power of matter, considered as a principle opposing 
pneuma, - which is not properly, it would seem, the starting point 
of a Tatian or a Julius Cassia nus (whatever could be said about the 
remote Platonic sources of the pre-comprehensions active in these 
doctors of encratism). 

Let us return now to the encratism proper to these just mentioned 
writers, an encratism which is absolute, since it identifies marriage 
with porneia and genesis with phthora. This encratism - though not 
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gnostic - can be labelled as dualistic, of a qualified dualism, not of 
the gnostic type, opposing spirit and matter as ontological principles 
(with the intermediary position of psyche), but anyway a dualism, 
qua ontologically linking genesis with corruption (a Platonic position 
in itself), but in the context of an absolute, ontological condemnation 
of marriage, seen as unfitting already for those destined to that aioll.4 

This form of encratism could not be accepted by the Christian church, 
whatever the Syrian practice concerning baptism could imply for the 
Christian way of life. But the connexion between marriage and the 
propagation of death was accepted as one of the motivations of 
virginity 5 by orthodox thinkers of the IIIth and the IVth centuries 
A.D. such as the Cappadocian Fathers. 

We had elsewhere 6 the opportunity to indicate in which sense a 
Gregory of Nyssa or a Gregory of Nazianz could be labelled as 
thinkers not completely devoid of both dualistic and encratic elements 
in their conception of man and his relation to sexuality. Of course, 
Gregory was not fundamentally a dualist, nor was he an encratite 
in the absolute sense of the word (as we have indicated, we mean by 
absolute encratism the absolute, ontological condemnation of marriage 
or the conception of its absolute incompatibility with the Christian 
profession introducing to resurrection). On the contrary: though highly 
praising virginity above marriage, Gregory considereq marriage essential 
in the present condition of mankind in order to attain that totality, 
that numerical plenitude which was in the creative intention of God 

4 So, a coalescence of the Platonic doctrine of the two realms and the Christian 
doctrine of the two aiones (or a coalescence of Platonic, ontological dualism and 
of Christian eschatology), brought into effect under the sign of the Christian concept 
of divine transcendence but not necessarily authorized by it. 

5 As it is known, virginity, in the Christian tradition, is not necessarily linked 
with ontological, dualistic or encratic presuppositions, not even those already mentioned 
concerning Gregory (see e.g. Paul's argumentations in 1 Cor 7). As for the conceptual 
associations of monachos etc. further study is required. 

6 At the Seminar of Gregory of Nyssa held at Milan April 1978; this communication 
appeared in the volume U. Bianchi (Ed.), La 'doppia creazione' de/l'uomo negli Alessandrini, 
nei Cappadoci e nella gnosi, Roma, 1978, 85-115. See also, in the same book, pp. 3-23, 
as well also our contribution Presupposti platonici e dualistici di Origene, de principiis, 
in Origeniana II, Proceedings of the lInd Intern. Congress of Origenian Studies held 
at Bari in 1977, Roma 1980: The issue concerning arche and telos in Origen and 
Gregory of Nyssa were the object of the Milan Colloquium on The Anthropology of 
Origen and the Cappadocian Fathers (\979), whose Proceedings are being published 
in the series Studia Patristica Mediolanensia. 
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from the very beginning. But we cannot forget - as for those above 
mentioned dualistic and encratic 'elements' in the thought of Gregory 
- the fact that, according to him, God gave to man, made in the like
ness of his creator, the sexual organs only because He had foreseen 
Adam's sin, and this in order to give to man that faculty that, had 
he not committed the sin, would have been exercised through means 
more coherent with the image of God, i.e. through means 'angelic', 
other than 'animal' ones. So the question is raised as for the first 
sources of Gregory's conception of virginity as an instauration of the 
primordial condition of man, that is as an anticipation not of resurrection 
itself, but of the condition of the resurrected, a resurrection which is, 
in a sense, a return to a primal situation. 7 Are those sources to be found 
beyond Origen, beyond the (more or less absolute) formulations of 
the Syrian encratism of the 11th century, already in the Judaeo
Christian milieus of primitive Christianity, possibly also in the con
ceptual patrimony active already in the context of the synoptical 
literature? 

In other words: given the particular context (immortality evoked 
in connexion with the cessation of marriage, and, in a sense, as a 
motivation for this: oU{)€ yap arcoEluvEiv En 00VUV'rUl) are we to 
think that the Lukan extension of the original logion is better under
stood as a symptom of the idea that marriage is contextual with death, 
not only as an obvious inference that where there is no more death 
(i.e. in the resurrection) there is no birth and, consequently, no 
marriage, but also on the basis of an analogy between the primordial 
and the eschatological condition of mankind, an analogy carried on 
to the extreme of implying a virginity, de iure and de facto, of man, 
in the condition both of primordial innocence and of final integrity? 

7 As for Gregory, this is not to be understood in the sense that resurrection, and 
history in general, will not achieve more than was already in existence before sin. 
On the contrary, Gregory's idea is that the final things will be a real progress and a full 
actualization of the potentiality of the beginnings, i.e. they will be unique and new, 
in the perfection of the telos. Rather, according to Gregory, the entire human history, 
as it actualizes itself in the course of time after the primordial sin, is a kind of detour, 
a precious one indeed, excogitated by God in order that man could attain the same 
results, via the diastema as we live it after sin, as if man had not committed the first 
failure and had perseverated in that condition of isangelia which was meant for him 
in the beginnings. Had sin not been committed, a diastema would have been equally in 
existence and the multiplication of mankind would have been realized in the time, 
though not by means of 'anima\' procreation. 
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The question seems to us to be open and the argument is speculative. 
Needless to say, we should carefully avoid to 'read back' in the Lukan 
logion conceptions like those of the Gospel of Philip 71 or the Gospel 
of Thomas 114. Rather, our basic reference should be a serious 
consideration of the old tradition, certainly known in New Testament 
times, that Adam's sin had introduced death in the world, not only 
in the sense, already obvious on the basis of several Old Testament 
texts, that death had been originated by the fall in the Paradise, but 
also that death, as a lasting presence in all human history, is a kind 
of poena medicinalis and a power destined to be abrogated in and 
through the final resurrection (Paul's 'last enemy'). The tradition, 
rooted in the Biblical account, that Adam 'knew' Eve only after having 
left the Paradise could have cooperated. On the other hand, as for 
Gregory's anthropogonical and anthropological speculations, they are 
better understood on the basis of Platonic motivations, via Philo and 
Origen. 

But we cannot close these lines without mentioning that an alternative 
explanation of the Lukan insertion: "in fact, they cannot die anymore", 
could be found in the fact that all the discussion in the entire episode 
turns around death and resurrection: so it could be considered as 
only natural to introduce the mention of the immortality of the 
resurrected in a discussion, the point of which were the successive 
marriages of a woman, motivated by the successive deaths of her 
husbands. In this case, the oN;!': yap a1t08uv£iv ... could be understood 
not as a motivation of the preceding phrase (OUtS yu~ouenv ... ), but 
as an extension of the motivation given by this: " ... will not marry 
not be given in marriage, not even will they die anymore ... " (or, as in 
some translations which do not insist on a 'motivational' yap: 'neither 
will they die anymore'). Other considerations could be grounded on 
the phrase KUl UiOl denv 8£Ou .. , The mention of "sons of God" 
as "sons of resurrection" (uiol dow 8£Ou, tliC; avucrtacrswc; uiol 
oV'tSC;) in a matter of marriage and procreation (cp. the E~UVUcrti]cr1J 
cr1ttp~u tQ> aosA<pQ> ulnou ofv. 28) could reinforce the (today) common 
exegesis of Lk 20: 34-36 as a mere opposition of the two regimes: 
the present one and that of resurrection, without further implications 
such as those guessed in the first part of this article. 8 

8 Thanks are due here to Father St. Breton who drew my attention to this particular 
aspect of the exegesis of our logion. 
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Some years ago, in a study on the demiurge in the Apocryphon of 
John (AJ), Gilles Quispel suggested that "it was probably under the 
influence of Plato's Timaeus that Jewish heretics, and the Gnostics 
in their wake, said that the world was created by a lower demiurge".l 
In that connexion he devoted only a few general remarks to the 
question of Plato's influence on AJ's views of the demiurge and the 
creation of man. 2 In this study I aim to show that there actually 
exists a special relationship between some of AJ's specific views on 
these points and the Timaeus. To show that a suggestion of his once 
again proved fruitful to further research seems an appropriate way 
of honouring the provocative scholar and teacher from whom I have 
learned so much during so many years. 

According to AJ, man was created by the seven planetary powers 
and their fellows. The complicated problem of AJ's zodiacal and 
planetary lists cannot be dealt with in this connexion. 3 But something 
must be said about the relationship between the list of the planets in 
AJ and those in other texts. 4 In AJ the planetary rulers, called 'E~ou-

I O. Quispel, The Demiurge in the Apocryphon oj John, in Nag Hammadi and Gnosis. 
Papers read at the First International Congress oj Coptology (Cairo, December 1976), 
ed. by R. MeL. Wilson (NHS XIV), Leiden 1978, 30. 

2 As elements taken from the Timaeus, Quispel, Ibid., mentioned the idea "that 
this world is an image of the aeons and that the bodily frame of man was fashioned 
by the demiurge and his fellows." For the former, see BO 39,9-10 parr.; the latter 
contains a slip of the pen: neither in the Timaeus nor in AJ does the demiurge 
play an active part in the creation of man's body. 

3 See A. J. Welburn, The Identity oj the Archons in the 'Apocryphon oj John', in 
VC 32, 1978, 241-254. 

4 Of AI's four Coptic versions I usually follow the text of the short recension 
as found in the Berlin Coptic Papyrus 8502 (= BO), edited by W. C. Till, Die 
gnostischen Schriften des Kopt;schen Papyrus Berolinensis 8502, 2nd rev. edition by 
H.-M. Schenke (TV 602), Berlin 1972. Nag Hammadi Codex III contains another 
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aiUt, are united by the demiurge to seven powers (111,18,23: LluV(ill£t~), 
This is reminiscent of Philo's view that God had bestowed special 
powers «)uvaJ.1£t~) on the heavenly bodies. 5 In BG 43, 11 ff. the following 
archons and powers are enumerated: 

Iaoth and Pronoia 
Eloaios and Divinity 
Astaphaios and Goodness 
lao and Fire 6 

Sabaoth 7 and Kingship 
Adoni and Synesis 
Sabbataios and Sophia 

We need not enter here into a discussion of the origin and meaning 
of the female powers of this list. Neither these questions nor the 
problems raised by the mutual disparities at this point between the 
extant versions of AJ, and by the differences between them and the 
related list in On the Origin of the World need detain us here since 
they have no direct bearing on our argument. In the latter text the 
powers are not conceived of as separate hypostases; they are simply 
called the feminine names of the androgynous archons. 8 

The beginning of AJ's list of male archons is still preserved in On 
the Origin of the World, IOl,lOff. (B6hlig 44), though it is in fact 

version of the short recension. This text and both versions of the long recension, in 
Cod. II and Cod. IV, have been edited by M. Krause and P. Labib, Die drei Versionen 
des Apokryphon des Johannes im Koptischen Museum zu Alt-Kairo (ADAIKairo, Koptische 
Reihe, I), Wiesbaden 1962. 

5 Philo, De opijicio mundi, 46 (Cohn-Wendland I, IS); see below p. 45. 
6 Instead of KWZT, "fire", the other versions read KWZ, "jealousy" or "envy". 

Welburn, o.c., 248 suggested that the power Fire was "somewhat unimaginatively" 
introduced because lao stood for the Sun. The reading KWZ, which most probably 
renders the Greek word ~T]A01:U1tia (see the remarks by G. Mussies on p. 330 of this 
volume) seems to be more original since it fits better into this list of (in its original 
Greek form) female powers. 

7 In the short recension's first enumeration of the seven archons, the fifth ruler 
is called Adonaios (BG 42,3; III, 18,3). This must be an error since the parallel text 
in II, 11,31 (IV, 18,20-21 is defective) and also the passages corresponding to BG 
43,20 read "Sabaoth" (II, 12,22: Sanbaoth; IV, 19,23; III deest). 

8 On the Origin of the World is cited after the edition by A. Bohlig and P. Labib, 
Die koptisch-gnostische Schrift ohne Titel aus Codex II von Nag Hammadi im Koptischen 
Museum zu Alt-Kairo (DAWBOr, VerOffentlichung Nr. 58), Berlin 1962, but with the 
page numbers of The Facsimile Edition of the Nag Hammadi Codices: Codex II, Leiden 
1974. 
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inconsistent with this writing's own view of the planetary rulers. The 
demiurge, Ialdabaoth, having created heaven and earth, called an 
androgynous son into being by means of his word. When this son 
saw his father he said to him: "I"; therefore, his father called him lao. 
Again he created a second son, and because this one said to his father: 
"E", he was called Eloai. Thereupon the demiurge created a third 
son, who said to his father: "As", and for that reason was called 
Astaphaios. 

In this text, the name of the first son is called lao, and not laoth. 
This may be another instance of the confusion which apparently 
existed with respect to the name of the first archon of this planetary 
list: in Cod. III, 17, 22 he is called Aoth and in Cod. II, 11, 26 and 
12,16 Athot. 9 It is also possible that a scribe of On the Origin of the 
World once substituted the familiar name lao for the uncommon 
name laoth. 

Immediately after the passage on the three sons of Ialdabaoth the text 
continues: "Seven appeared in Chaos as androgynous beings; they 
have their masculine name and their feminine name" (101, 23-26; Bohlig 
44). The masculine names of these "seven powers of the seven heavens 
of Chaos" (l02, 1-2; Bohlig 46) turn out to be identical with those given 
by Irenaeus, Origen, and the inscription on a gnostic gem. lOIn Adv. 
Haer. I, 30, 5 (Rousseau-Doutreleau 1,2,368), Irenaeus transmits from 
an Ophite writing a list of the planetary rulers which in a slightly 
different order is also found in Origen's description of the Ophite 
diagram, in Contra Celsum VI, 31 (Koetschau 101 f.). The gnostic amulet 
shows on its obverse a lion-headed god, with to the left the word 
"AARIEL" and to the right the name Ialdabaoth. The reverse shows 
the same list as that in Irenaeus and On the Origin of the World, 
but with the abbreviation "Ia" for Ialdabaoth, obviously because of 
lack of space. 11 These lists present the following names: 

9 This form probably also in Cod. IV, 19, 17 (lacunous). In Origen's Ophite planetary 
list discussed below, the archon corresponding to Iaoth is called Hor(aios). 

10 See H. Chadwick, Origen: Contra Celsum, translated with an Introduction and 
Notes, Cambridge 1953, 349, n. 2. Chadwick could not yet know On the Origin oj 
the World; Wei burn (see note 4 above), however, should have made use of this important 
text and also of the gnostic gem. 

11 See C. Bonner, Studies in Magical Amulets, chiefly Graeco-Egyptian (University 
of Michigan Studies, Humanistic Series, Vol. XLIX), Ann Arbor-London 1950, 135-
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OrigWrld Irenaeus Gnostic gem Origen 

(laldabaoth) laldabaoth la(ldabaoth) laldabaoth 
lao lao lao lao 
Sabaoth Sabaoth Sabaoth Sabaoth 
Adonaios Adonai Adonai Adonaios 
Eloaios Elohim E10ai Astaphaios 
Oraios Hor Horeos Ailoaios/Eloaios 
Astaphaios Astaphaeus Astapheos Horaios 

According to Origen, Contra Celsum VI, 31, the Ophites said "that 
the star Saturn (<l>UiVffiV) is in sympathy with the lion-like archon", 
i,e. Ialdabaoth. 12 In AJ's list of planetary archons Ialdabaoth is missing, 
but it seems certain that in that list it is Sabbataios who has to be 
combined with Saturn. Sabbataios most probably represents the Hebrew 
Shabbetai, the seventh planet, i.e. Saturn. 13 An important difference 
between the Ophite list and that in AJ is that the former opens 
with Saturn and the latter concludes with that planet. If we reverse 
the Ophite list and assume that also the other archons were associated 
with the planets in their most usual order from Saturn down to 
the Moon,14 the lists can be paralleled in this way: 

138, 284 (no. 188), and PI. IX, 188. Bonner, 136, mentioned the possibility of fa 
being "merely a mnemonic abbreviation for Ialdabaoth", but preferred to take it as 
another form of lao. See also note 12. 

12 That the "lion-like archon" refers to Ialdabaoth is certain. In Al, Cod. II, 
10,9, laldabaoth is said to have the shape of a serpent and the face of a lion, cf. 
Quispel, o.C., 9-10. The lion-headed god on the gnostic gem has a human body, but 
the word AARIEL, i.e. the Hebrew word Ariel, means "Lion of God", see F. Brown, 
S. R. Driver, and Ch. A. Briggs, A Hebrew and English Lexicon, Oxford 1962, 72, and 
also Bonner, o.c., 137-138. 

13 1. Levy, Neuhebriiisches und chaldiiisches Worterbuch fiber die Talmudim und 
Midraschim, IV, Leipzig 1889, 507. The identification of Sabbataios and Saturn was 
already made by 1. Michl, Engel, in RAe V, Stuttgart 1962, 230 (nr. 192), and 
Welburn, o.c., 245. 

14 That the following identifications are correct can be shown from the correlations 
between the planets and those signs of the Zodiac which are their day- and night-houses; 
see Welburn, o.c., 250-254. On these correlations: F. Boll, C. Bezold, and W. Gundel, 
Sternglaube und Sterndeutung. Die Geschichte und das Wesen der Astrologie, 5th ed. 
by H. G. Gundel, Darmstadt 1966, 58-59. The identifications of laoth-Pronoia, etc. 
with the Moon, etc. are confirmed by the text of Ziidspram cited on p. 50 below. 
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AJ Ophites Planet 

Iaoth Astaphaios (Origen : Horaios) Moon 
Eloaios Horaios (Origen : Eloaios) Mercury 
Astaphaios Eloaios (Origen : Astaphaios) Venus 
lao Adonaios Sun 
Sabaoth Sabaoth Mars 
Adoni lao Jupiter 
Sabbataios laldabaoth Saturn 

It will be clear that the list of Origen has more in common with 
that of AJ than the other Ophite testimonies. The names of the second, 
third, and fifth archons are identical in both lists. The names of AJ's 
fourth and sixth rulers have changed their places in the Ophite lists. 
That is no surprise since they are virtually identical, Adonai only 
being the Hebrew pronunciation of the Tetragrammaton, JHWH. 
It should be observed, however, that the Ophite list in its traditional 
form, beginning with laldabaoth-Saturn, presents the second, third 
and fourth archons in the same order as AJ : lao, Sabaoth, Adonaios. 
Though there are instances of different orders, the sequence lao, 
Sabaoth, Adonaios was used by preference and formed a fixed magic 
formula. 15 Therefore, which of the two lists may have been original, 
it seems quite probable that it already contained the traditional sequence 
lao, Sabaoth, Adonaios, which was not changed with the reversal 
of the original list. 

The most striking difference between the Ophite lists and that of 
AJ is that in the former laldabaoth, the demiurge is one of the seven 
planetary rulers, whereas in the latter he stands above them as their 
creator and Lord. 

In its present form, which, however, betrays use of various and even 
conflicting sources, On the Origin of the World teaches that laldabaoth 
alone created the heaven and earth and together with his fellow
archons made man (114,29-115,3; B6hlig 77).16 In AJ, however, 

15 PGM 1,36 (111,77),122 (IV, 1484-5 and 1538-9); II, 10 (VII, 220), 14 (VII, 311), 
28 (VII, 626), 29 (VII, 649), 43 (VII, 979), 48 (VIII, 60-1), 50 (VIII, 96), 52 (X, 6), 
53 (X, 46-9), 62 (XII, 75), 77 (XII, 285), 164 (XXXVI, 43), 175 (XXXVI, 349-50); 209 
(Christ. pap. nr. 2,4), 210 (Christ, pap. nr. 3, I). 

16 According to the Tractatus Tripartitus, 104,31 fT., too, the demiurge and his 
angelic servants were engaged in the creation of man; cf. the commentary by G. Quispel 
and 1. Zandee in R. Kasser, M. Malinine, H.-Ch. Puech, G. Quispel, 1. Zandee, et al., 
Tractatus Tripartitus, II and III, Bern 1975, 195-196. 
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Ialdabaoth creates only heaven and earth and leaves the creation of 
man to the seven planetary powers, Irenaeus' Ophites still took Ialda
baoth as the first of the seven archons, but they, too, taught that he 
was not engaged in the creation of man; this was done by the six 
other powers (Adv. Haer, I, 30, 6; Rousseau-Ooutreleau I, 2, 370),17 

This points to a tendency to ascribe the creation of the world to a 
separate demiurge and to reserve the creation of man to lower angelic 
beings. This view seems to represent the final stage of a development 
which started from the doctrine that world and man had been created 
by angels,18 

The emergence of one demiurge and the idea to dissociate him from 
the creation of man seems due to influence of Plato's Timaeus. There 
the demiurge charges the young gods to create mortal beings. Explaining 
the reason of this commandment he declares: "If I myself gave them 
birth and life, they would be equal to gods" (41C). Thereupon, the 
demiurge made the immortal souls, assigned each of them to a particular 
star, and showed them the nature of the Universe and the laws of 
Destiny. These implied for every soul at least one incarnation, which, 
however, if it failed to live well, should be followed by as many rein
carnations as should be necessary to enable its return to its original state 
of righteousness (410-420). When he had delivered these ordinances 
"to the end that he might be guiltless of the future wickedness of any 
one of them", he sowed the souls in the Earth, the Moon, and the other 
instruments of time, i.e. the planets, and left to the young gods the 
task of moulding the mortal bodies and fashioning the mortal parts 
of the soul (420E). 

17 The same tendency to dissociate Ialdabaoth from the creation of man seems to 
be at work in the Hypostasis oj the Archons, which, just as AJ, distinguishes between 
the demiurge and the Seven (11,95,1-4) and ascribes the creation of man to "the 
Rulers" (87,23-33), into whom, however, their chief, Ialdabaoth, might be included 
(cf. 94,34: "this Ruler" = Ialdabaoth). 

18 According to Irenaeus, Adv. Haer. 1,23,2 and 5, and 25, I, Simon Magus, Menan
der, and Carpocrates taught that the world and man had been created by angels; 
the same in Tractatus Tripartitus 112,35 -113,1. Saturninus spoke about seven angels 
as the creators of world and man (lrenaeus, Adv. Haer. I, 24, 1): his system is closely 
related to that of AJ. See also the text of Justin Martyr cited in note 22. Cf. S. Petrement, 
Le my the des sept archontes createurs peut-if s'exp/iquer ti partir du Christianisme?, in 
Origini, 460-487. 
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In the Timaeus, the young gods are not confined to the seven planets. 
The VEal ewi (42D), also called the 1tutoEr; of the demiurge (42E), are 
"both all that revolve before our eyes and all that reveal themselves in 
so far as they will", i.e. the gods of popular belief (4IA). Plato seems 
to have primarily thought of the visible gods, the stars and planets, 
as the creators of the mortal parts of the soul and of the body.19 
It has been claimed that in Middle Platonism the young gods were 
generally identified with the seven planets (sun and moon included).20 
If this were true, it would explain why in AJ the creation of man is 
assigned to the planetary powers, but there is no conclusive evidence 
for this thesis. Philo, for instance, who was adduced as a witness, 
never speaks of the planets as the creators of man. He is obviously 
under Plato's influence when he ascribes the creation of the mortal 
parts of the soul to the powers to whom God said: "Let us make man" 
(Gen. 1,26), - "an expression which plainly shows the calling in of 
others as fellow-workers." 21 These lower creators are responsible for 
the evil thoughts and deeds of man, whereas his blameless thoughts 
and deeds are due to God: "For it could not be that the Father should 
be the cause of an evil thing to his offspring." 22 Philo says that 
"God deemed it necessary to assign the creation of evil things to 
other makers, reserving that of good things to himself alone." 23 That 
does not imply that Philo already thought of God's fellow-creators 

19 See F.M. Conford, Plato's Cosmology. The Timaeus of Plato with a running 
Commentary, 3rd impr., London 1952, 141; cf. also P. Boyance, Dieu cosmique et 
dualisme. Les Archontes et Platon, in Origini, 342-347. 

20 1. Dillon, The Middle Platonists. A Study of Platonism, 80 B.C. to A.D. 220, 
London 1977, 172 (Philo), 324 (Pseudo-Plutarch). Dillon himself, however, points out 
that the younger gods "are equated by Albinus not so much with the planetary gods as 
with daemons" (288). Philo's alleged testimony is discussed in the text above. Pseudo
Plutarch, De fato, 9 (572F; Valgiglio 50), says that secondary Providence belongs to 
the secondary gods and quotes the speech of the demiurge to the younger gods (573EF; 
Valg. 55). There is, however, in this text no justification for Dillon's conclusion: 
"Since the Young Gods are in Middle Platonism generally identified with the planetary 
gods, this is a description of the planetary influences on the soul." Calcidius identified 
the younger gods with the heavenly bodies in general, Comm. in Tim., 201 (Waszink 
220): "iubet ... diis, id est stellis"; also 139 (W. 179). cr. Boyance, o.c., 347. 

21 Philo, De opificio mundi, 75 (Cohn-Wendland I, 25). 
22 Philo, Ibid. According to 1ustin Martyr, Dial., 62 (Goodspeed 168), there was 

a Jewish sect which taught that the human body was a creation of the angels. The special 
emphasis on the body seems to point to influence from the Timaeus. 

23 Philo, De fuga et inventione, 70 (Cohn-Wendland III, 124). 
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as evil angelic beings. He only had in mind the nature of the mortal 
soul which, according to Plato, Tim, 69CD, has in itself "dread and 
necessary affections", which the creators "combined with irrational 
sense and desire that shrinks from no venture." But it will be clear 
how easily Philo's lower demiurges could develop into evil angelic 
beings, 

There is no evidence that Philo identified God's fellow-workers 
with the seven planets. In his De opijicio mundi, 45-46 (Cohn-Wendland 
I, 14[,), he attacks the view that the regular movements of the heavenly 
bodies are the causes of all things. According to him, it was to refute 
this wicked doctrine in advance that God had created sun, moon 
and stars after the earth had already put forth all kinds of plants 
and fruits: "For he has no need of his heavenly offspring on which 
he bestowed powers, which, however, were not independent." The whole 
context shows that Philo did not think here of the seven planets only 
but of the heavenly bodies in general. 24 

That in AJ the creation of Adam is ascribed to the seven planets 
seems not due to a Middle Platonic interpretation of Plato's young 
gods, but to the combination of a particular planetary melothesia and 
a well-known doctrine of the descent of the soul. According to AJ, 
the planetary powers first created a psychic Man, whom they called 
Adam. It was only after they had become aware that Adam, thanks 
to the Spirit which the demiurge had breathed into him, exceeded 
them all, Ialdabaoth included, that they resolved to bring him down 
to the regions of matter and death and to bound him into a carnal 
body (BG 52,1- 55,18). In this study I intend to deal with Adam's 
psychic body only, or rather with one aspect of that body, its composing 
elements. For as far as I know it has not yet been noticed that the 
components of Adam's psychic body correspond to those of the carnal 
body in the Timaeus. 

According to AJ, the seven archons resolved to create man when 
they had seen the likeness of the heavenly Anthropos reflected in the 
waters of Chaos (BG 48,4ff.). This creation is not ascribed to the 

24 Boyance, o.c., 352-354, has pointed out that Philo's comparison of the ruling 
activity of the heavenly bodies in the cosmos with that of archons in a city, in De spec. 
leg., I, 13 (Cohn-Wendland Y,4), and the name archons for the planetary rulers in 
Gnosticism may originate in Plato too. 
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'E~oucriat themselves but to their Lluva~£tc;, the female aspects of 
the androgynous planetary rulers. Each power created a particular 
element of the psychic body of man. According to the short version, 
this happened in the following way, BG 49, 10 - 50,5 : 

And the powers began from below. 
The first is Divinity: a bone-soul,25 
the second is Goodness: a sinew-soul, 
the third is Fire: a flesh-soul, 
the fourth is Pronoia : a marrow-soul, and the whole foundation of the body, 
the fifth is Kingship: a blood-soul, 
the sixth is Synesis : a skin-soul, 
the seventh is Sophia: a hair-soul. 

It will be noticed that in this list Pronoia takes the fourth place 
whereas in that of AJ 43, II ff., quoted above, it is mentioned first. 
We may safely assume that also in the list of AJ 49, 1Off. Pronoia 
originally held the first position. If we put it there again, with the 
marrow associated with it, the sequence of the soul substances becomes 
a logical one, running from the inmost part of man to his outmost: 
marrow, bones, sinews, flesh, blood, skin, and hair. This must be 
the original order of the psychic body's components, for it was in this 
order, with the omission of one element, that Plato discussed the 
composition of the carnal body. 

In his Timaeus, 73B-76E, Plato consecutively deals with marrow, 
bones, sinews, flesh, skin, hair, and nails. Strange enough, he does not 
speak of blood in this connexion, probably because he wanted to discuss 
the blood, "upon which the flesh and the whole body feeds" (80E), 
after he had dealt with the plants (as food of man), the inner "irrigation 
system" (veins and arteries), and respiration (80D-8IE). This difference 
between Plato and AJ suggests that AJ is not directly dependent 
on the Timaeus but has made use of a later source in which the blood 
had been put into its logical position between the flesh and the skin. 
In Tim. 77D, Plato himself says that the creator made two veins. 
beneath the juncture of skin and flesh. 

25 Literally: "it is a bone-soul" (sc. what was made by Divinity); the corresponding 
passage in Cod. III, 22, 19ff. is very lacunous, but most probably read: "a bone-soul"; 
that in Cod. II, 15, 14ff. reads: "The first, Goodness (!), created a bone-soul", and 
that in Cod. IV, 24, 3££. : "The first is Goodness, she created a bone-soul". 
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According to BG 49,16-19, Pronoia made "a marrow-soul, and 
the whole foundation of the body". This rather cryptic phrase can 
also be explained from the Timaeus. Plato explicitly says that the 
coming into being of the marrow formed the beginning of bones, 
flesh, and the other elements of the body: 'WUtOl~ cru!-l1tacrtv upxl'] 
!-lEV TJ tOU !-lUEAOU YEVEcrt~ (73B). He distinguishes between two kinds 
of marrow, the brain (moulded into spherical shape) and the ordinary 
marrow (moulded into shapes at once rounded and elongated), the 
immortal part of the soul being anchored to the brain and the mortal 
parts to the rest of the marrow. The whole body was constructed 
around this marrow: 1tEpi 'Wu'W cru!-l1tav 11811 to m'i'>!-la TJ!-lG:Jv U1t11P
ya~E'W (73D). It will be clear that, according to Plato, the marrow 
is the starting point, the basis of the rest of the human body.26 This is 
also meant when AJ says that Pronoia made "a marrow-soul, and the 
whole foundation of the body." In this sentence the copula "and" 
(Copt. AyW = Gr. Kat) has to be taken in an epexegetical sense: 
"a marrow-soul, that is to say the whole foundation of the body." 27 

AJ does not speak about the brain, but that the tradition it transmits 
originally did so, like Plato, appears from a corresponding passage 
in the treatise On the Origin of the World. It relates that the seven 
rulers created Adam: "His moulded body came into being according 
to the portion of each of them. Their chief, then, created the brain 
and the marrow" (114, 33-35; Bohlig 76).28 This text confirms that 

26 Corn ford. o.c., 293, n. I has pointed out that the word apxi] in Tim. 73B "does 
not mean that marrow is the fundamental stuff in the composition of all other tissues." 
According to M. Baltus, Timaios Lokros iiber die Natur des Kosmos und der Seele 
(Philosophia Antiqua, XXI) Leiden 1972, 151, Timaeus Locrus, 47 (218,11f.) took 
the word apxi] in this sense, But neither Timaeus Locrus nor AJ need to have meant 
more than that the marrow (or brain) is the starting point of the formation of the body, 

27 The coptic word Kill €ZPl.I, translated here with "foundation", has been rendered 
as "Aufbau" (Till-Schenke, Krause), "construction" (Wilson), and "agencement" 
(Kasser); literally, it means: "laying down", cf. W. E. Crum, A Coptic Dictionary, 
Oxford 1939, 98. The short recension of Codex III, 23, 4-5, has a similar addition 
after the sixth soul-substance: "a skin-soul (or, though improbable, a tooth-soul; cf. 
Till-Schenke, 141, ad 3) and the whole body." The reference to the whole body was 
apparently connected with the skin, because this covers the whole body. It seems that also 
the source of Zadspram, see note 32, contained an addition similar to that of Cod. 
III, 23, 4-5. In the long recension of AJ the remark on the foundation of the body 
has been omitted, probably because the addition had become incomprehensible. 

28 I do not understand why H. G, Bethge and O. S. Wintermute, in The Nag Hammadi 
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the creation of marrow has to be associated with the first-mentioned 
planetary ruler, here Ialdabaoth, whose "feminine name" is called 
Pronoia Sambathas (101,26-27; B6hlig 44). 

In our discussion of the two list of planetary rulers we have adopted 
the view that in AJ the archons, from Iaoth to Sabbataios, correspond 
to the planets, from the Moon to Saturn, in their most usual order. 
If in the passage on the soul substances Pronoia is restored to its 
original position at the head of the list, we can make the following 
juxtaposition of archons, powers, planets and soul substances: 

laoth Pronoia Moon Marrow 
Eloaios Divinity Mercury Bones 
Astaphaios Goodness Venus Sinews 
lao Fire Sun Flesh 
Sabaoth Kingship Mars Blood 
Adoni Synesis Jupiter Skin 
Sabbataios Sophia Saturn Hair 

The tradition of AJ must ultimately derive from a source in which 
the seven planets were associated with the components of the human 
body as described in Plato's Timaeus, 73B-76E (with inclusion of the 
blood). This might seem a bold inference from the above-made juxta
positions; but we need not infer this, for it can be proven, albeit from 
a rather unexpected source. 

In his account of the Creation, the Persian writer Zadspram, who 
lived in the ninth century A.D., devoted a chapter of his Selections 
to the structure of man. 29 In Chapter 30,4 he writes: "The material 
bodied was completed by seven folds, the innermost of which is the 
marrow, surrounding the marrow the bones, surrounding the bones 
the flesh, surrounding the flesh the sinews, surrounding the sinews 
the veins, surrounding the veins the skin, and surrounding the skin the 
hair." 30 

Library in English, edited by J. M. Robinson, Leiden 1977, 172, translate m,rK€<!>[;).]il.ON 
by "head". The reading is certain; there is no reason to emendate tYKtq>aAOV into 
KE<pUAT]. 

29 On Zadspram, see Mary Boyce, Middle Persian Literature (Handbuch der Orien
talistik, 1,4,2,1), Leiden and Cologne, 41-43. 

30 B. T. Anklesaria, Vichitakiha-I Zatsparam, with Text and Introduction, I, Bombay 
1964, CV. R. C. Zaehner, Zurvan. A Zoroastrian Dilemma, Oxford 1955, quotes several 
texts which are of interest in this connexion; see following notes. Drs. G. Kreyenbroek 
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The only difference with AJ (and Plato) is that the sinews are not 
mentioned before the flesh but after it, with the result that the veins 
are said to surround the sinews. The sequence in Plato and AJ seems 
more logical and, therefore, more originaL It should be noted that, 
just as in AJ, the blood veins are mentioned before the skin, whereas 
in Plato the blood is mentioned in another connexion, This shows 
that the insertion of the blood into the components of the body is 
not a free invention of the author of AJ but was already earlier to be 
found in a systematic exposition of Plato's doctrine, 

The man who first systematized the data of the Timaeus, most 
probably a doxographical or medical writer, apparently aimed to 
arrive at the total number of seven bodily components, On the one 
hand, he inserted the blood before the skin and, on the other hand, 
he omitted the nails, which Plato had dealt with after the hair (76DE). 
The idea to distinguish seven parts of the body was wide-spread at 
the beginning of our era, Several arithmological writings from Anti
quity transmit lists of seven internal organs of man and also of seven 
external parts of the human body, which probably have their origin 
in Posidonius. 31 But these lists have nothing to do with Plato's 
discussion of the main structure of the body, Moreover, the seven 
elements of these lists are in no way brought into connexion with 
the seven planets, It is important to note this, since it shows that we need 
not assume that the 'Platonic' list was determined by planetary specula
tions from the beginning. 

In AJ each of the seven components of Adam's psychic body is 
related with a particular planet. This planetary melothesia presupposes 
an earlier version which pertained to the elements of the carnal body. 
That such a version did actually exist is confirmed, again, by Zadspram. 
Immediately after his enumeration of the components of the body 
he continues, Selections, 30,5-12: 

of the Iranian Institute of the University of Utrecht was a most helpful guide to the 
relevant editions, translations and studies, for which I am very gratefuL He also 
pointed out to me that in the passage quoted above, and also in that referred to 
in note 33, the word "sinews", left out in Anklesaria's translation, has to be added, 
since it is read in the Iranian text. 

31 See], Mansfeld, The Pseudo-Hippocratic Tract nERI 'EBL\OMAL\QN Ch, /-11 
and Greek Philosophy, Assen 1971, 196-202. 
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And the marrow was attached to the Moon, ... 
And above the Moon is Mercury, its abode is over the bones. 
And above Mercury is Venus, its abode is over the flesh. 
Above Venus is the Sun, its abode is over the sinews. 
And above the Sun is Mars, its abode is over the blood veins. 
Above Mars is Jupiter, its abode is over the skin, the beautifier of the bodies. 32 

Above Jupiter is Saturn, its abode is over the hair. 
This is the picture. 33 

The last words show that the whole of the planetary spheres is 
conceived of as a huge cosmic man whose body is composed by 
"seven folds" (cf. Chapt. 30,4, quoted above). This explains why 
the highest planet, Saturn, is associated with the hair and the lowest 
planet, the Moon, with the marrow. In On the Origin of the World, 
the creation of the brain and the marrow is ascribed to laldabaoth
Saturn. This must be a later development, due to the concern to relate 
man's most essential component to the highest planet, which, however, 
could only be achieved by putting aside the mythic conception of the 
planetary world as a heavenly man. 

The agreement between Ziidspram and the system presupposed in 
AJ proves that the identifications of the archons laoth, Eloaios, etc., 
with the Moon, Mercury, etc., are right. It is inconceivable that 
Ziidspram should have developed his view without ultimately being 
dependent on a Greek source. That AJ was able to make use of a 
further developed version, which took the 'Platonic' elements of the 
body as psychic substances, shows that the original melothesia already 
must have been known before the middle of the second century A.D. 
The idea of a special relationship between parts of the body and 
the planets was much older and possibly already taught by Nechepso
Petosiris (2nd century B.C.).34 Various instances of such a planetary 
melothesia are known, of which here one may be cited in full. Claudius 
Ptolemy writes in his Tetrabiblos, III, 12: "Saturn is lord of the right 
ear, the spleen, the bladder, the phlegm, and the bones; Jupiter is 

32 The word translated by Anklesaria with "beautifier" is corrupt; the translation 
is based on an emendation (Kreyenbroek). See note 28 for a similar addition to the 
"skin-soul" . 

33 Anklesaria. o.c., CV-CVI; cf. Zaehner, o.C., 162. 
34 See Boll, Bezold and Gundel, o.c. (note 14), 138-139, and W. and H. Gundel, 

Planeten, in PWRE, 20,2 (\950) 2155-2156. 
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lord of touch, the lungs, the arteries, and the semen; Mars of the 
left ear, kidneys, veins, and genitals; the Sun of the sight, the brain, 
heart, sinews and all the right-hand parts; Venus of smell, the liver, 
and the flesh; Mercury of speech and thought, the tongue, the bile, 
and the buttocks; the Moon of taste and drinking, the stomach, 
belly, whomb, and all the left-hand parts." 35 This melothesia mentions 
several parts of the body which are also found in the 'Platonic' list, 
but that need not mean that Ptolemy actually used it. In any case, 
there is no trace of any influence from the melothesia of AJ and 
Zi'idspram, which is the only one which connects each of the seven 
planets with one specific element of the body, 

This particular melothesia has left more traces in Iranian literature. 
In the Greater Bundahisn, 28,21, the six Amesa Spentas, the Bounteous 
Immortals who form a heptad with Ahura Mazda (but are not identified 
with the planets), are each said to preside over a special part of man: 
"This, too, is manifest that every part of man belongs to a spirit; 
life, every light along with life, intelligence, conscience and others of 
this class belong to Ohrmazd, flesh belongs to Vohuman, veins and 
fat to Asavahest, the bony frame to Satrivar, the pith to Spendarmat, 
the blood to Khurdat, and the hair to Amurdat." 36 

The sequence flesh, veins and fat, bones, marrow, blood, and hair is 
quite different from that in Plato, AJ, and Zi'idspram, Moreover, the veins, 
with the fat, and the blood are separately mentioned,37 whereas the 
sinews are not mentioned at all. But the man who originally combined 
Amesa Spentas and bodily components was apparently not interested 
in maintaining the original order. His associations are determined by 
the corresponding nature of the creations traditionally assigned to 
the Amesa Spentas. 38 Vahoman presides over cattle, therefore he was 
associated with the flesh; Asavahest presides over the fire, therefore he 
was associated with the veins which contain the fiery blood; Satrivar 

35 Translation by F, E. Robbins, Ptolemy: Tetrabiblos, (Loeb) Cambridge (Mass,) 
and London 1956,318-321. 

36 B. T. Anklesaria, Zand-Akiisih. Iranian or Greater Bundahisn, Transliteration and 
Translation in English, Bombay 1956,253. 

37 See also the text quoted in note 39 below. 
38 On the AmeSa Spentas and the "creations" assigned to them, see Mary Boyce, 

A History of Zoroastrianism, I (Handbuch der Orientalistik, I, 8, I, 2, 2A) Leiden 
and Cologne 1975,203-205; also Zaehner, o.c., 135. 



52 R. VAN DEN BROEK 

presides over metals, therefore he was associated with the bones; 
Spendarmat presides over the earth, therefore he was associated with 
the marrow, the inmost part of man; Khurdat presides over waters, 
therefore he was associated with the blood; Amurdat presides over 
the plants, therefore he was associated with the hair. Though the 
attributions to Asavahest and Spendarmat are less convincing, it will 
be clear that in the passage of the Greater Bundahisn the components 
of the body have taken the place of those parts of nature which were 
traditionally associated with each of the Amesa Spentas. 

The same lack of interest in a logical order of the components of 
the body appears from a passage in the Denkart, 278 (Madan), in 
which the body of the world is compared with the body of man: 
"The whole body of the world is fire, water, earth, metals, plants, 
cattle and man, just as the body of man is marrow, blood, veins, 
sinews, bone, flesh, and hair." 39 The correspondences are not the 
same as in the Bundahisn; and the order of the components of the 
body does not seem to have any specific meaning. 

We may assume that also the Iranian speculations in which the 
sequence of the components does not make sense have their ultimate 
source in Plato's Timaeus, through one or more Greek intermediaries. 
For it is only in Plato that there is a deliberate order, which is determined 
by his concern for the soul and, therefore, starts with man's most 
essential element, the brain and the marrow to which the soul is firmly 
anchored, and then proceeds through the various covers or layers 
to the outer side of man. 

According to the Denkart, it was especially under the reign of 
Shapur I (A.D. 241-272) that Greek and Indian influences were very 
strong in Iran: writings from India, the "Byzantine" Empire, and 
other lands, which treated medicine, astronomy, movement, time, space, 
substance, creation, etc., were added to the Avesta.40 One of these 

39 Translation by Zaehner, o.c., 145; see also J. Menasce, Le troisieme Livre du 
Denkart, Paris 1973, 267. The same macrocosmos-microcosmos scheme is found in the 
Greater Bundahisn, 28,4 (Anklesaria 245): "And every person has his own length and 
width, whose skin is like the sky, flesh like the earth, bony-skeleton like the mountain, 
veins like rivers, blood within the body like the water in the sea, stomach like the 
ocean, hair like the plants, ... the essences of the body like metals, innate wisdom like 
humanity, wisdom-heard-with-the-ears like the animal kingdom." 

40 Denkart 412ff. (Madan), translation by Zaehner, O.C., 8. 
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writings was the MtytO"'tTJ, the Almagest of the Arabs, by Claudius 
Ptolemy of Alexandria. 41 It is quite conceivable that in this way also 
the doctrine of a special relationship between the seven planets and 
the seven 'Platonic' elements of the body became known in Iran. In 
this way knowledge of these elements must also have reached Mani. 

The Manichaean Kephalaia ascribe to Mani himself a myth of the 
fall and salvation of the soul in which five of Plato's components of 
the body play an important part. In Chapter 33, which into al. deals 
with the saving work of the Light-Nous, it is told how Sin bound 
the faculties of the human (rational) soul to the composing elements 
of the mortal body and how the Light-Nous delivered the soul from 
its carnal bonds. The members of the soul correspond to the five 
well-known Members or Powers of God: vou~, EVVota, <pp6vTJO"l~, 

i';veU~TJO"l~, AoytO"I16~, The origin of this Manichaean conception needs 
a short discussion.42 

The Greek names of the five Powers of God derive from a Greek 
theory of the faculties of the human mind which were subsequently 
also attributed to the Mind of God. It was used by Irenaeus to refute 
the Valentinian doctrine of the Pleroma, Adv. Haer. 11,13,1-4 (Harvey 
1,280-283): Ennoia cannot reasonably be assumed to be the mother 
of Nous; on the contrary, Nous should be the father of Ennoia. 
This is made clear by an analysis of the activity of the human mind, 
which distinguishes between vou~, EVVota, i';veUI1TJO"l~, sensatio (= 
<pp6VTJO"l~),43 consilium (= (bta)AoytO"I16~),44 and cogitationis exam ina
tio (= ~OUATJO"l~?), which as remaining within the mind can be called 
the A6yo~ i';vbuieE'tO~, from which the Myo~ 1tpo<poptK6~ proceeds 

41 Denkart 428 (Madan), translation by Zaehner, O.C., 139. 
42 On the five "Members", see F. C. Burkitt, The Religion of the Manichees, 

Cambridge 1925, 33; H. H. Schaeder, in R. Reitzenstein and H. H. Schaeder, Studien 
zum antiken Synkretismus aus Iran und Griechenland (Studien der Bibliothek Warburg, 
VII), Leipzig and Berlin 1926 (reprinted Darmstadt 1965), 284-286; E. Waldschmidt 
and W. Lentz, Die Stellung Jesu im Manichiiismus (APAW 1926, Nr. 4), Berlin 1926, 
42ff.; Idem, Manichiiische Dogmatik aus chinesischen und iranischen Texten (SPAW, 
1933, Nr 13), Berlin 1933, 489 (ISle), 530, 547, 572-574. In these works the reader 
will find discussions of many passages in which the five Powers are mentioned; the 
origin of this conception, however, is not explained. 

43 Cf. Irenaeus, Adv. Haer. V, 20, 2 (Rousseau-Doutreleau-Mercier V, 2, 258-259): 
"mensura sensationis" = 'to IlE'tpOV 'tfi~ q>pOV"crE(o~. 

44 Cf. Maximus Confessor, Opusc. 8 (PG 9J,2IA). 
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("quae etiam in mente perseverans, verbum rectissime appellabitur .. ex quo 
emissibilis (!) emittitur verbum").45 Irenaeus strongly opposes the idea 
that this division of the faculties of the human mind could be applied 
to the Mind of God (11,13,3).46 But that is exactly what is done 
in the Letter of Eugnostus the Blessed and its Christian adaptation, 
the Sophia Jesu Christi. 47 In these writings, the two highest divine 
beings, the Unbegotten Father and Immortal Man, are said to be 
wholly rational: they are all vou~, EVVOlU, {;ve01l11crt~, <PPOVllcrt~, AOY10"-
1l0~, and MVUlll~. The last word seems to contain the notions of 
both the potential and the actual realization of the will of God (AOYO~ 
{;VOt(ieE'tO~ and 1tpO<pOP1KO~). In fact, Eugnostus himself seems to have 
introduced MVUlll~ as the last faculty of the mind.48 At any rate, 
he knew a list of mental faculties which concluded with eEAllo"l~ and 
Myo~. In 83,4-lO (omitted in the Sophia Jesu Christi), it is related 
that the six androgynous children of the Saviour and Pis tis Sophia 
generate other aeons: first the "EVVOlUl appeared; from the "EVV01Ul, 
the 'EveUIlTJo"El~; from the 'EveUIlTJo"El~, the <l>pOVTJo"El~; from the 
<l>povTJo"El~, the AOY10"1l0i; from the AOY10"1l0i, the eEA TJo"El~; from 
the eEATJo"El~, the Aoyo1. It is clear that Irenaeus and Eugnostus 
knew a list of seven faculties of the mind or rational soul: vou~, 
EVVOlU, {;ve01l11crt~, <Ppovllcrt~, AOY10"1l0~, eEAllcrt~ (~00Allcrt~? = Myo~ 
{;volaeE'tO~), Myo~ (1tpO<pOP1KO~). Irenaeus emphasizes that these 
faculties are aspects of one and the same mind and only receive 
different names ("appellationes") because of the different stages of 
the actiyity of the mind they express.49 Eugnostus says that all these 
"members" (IlEAll) of God are perfect and immortal; with respect 

45 See Harvey's edition, I, 281, n. 2, and also Maximus Confessor, o.c., who after 
OIUAOY1cril0<; mentions the AOYO<; €volu9ETO<; and the AOYO<; ltpOq>OP1KO<;. 

46 Adv. Haer. II, 13, 3 (Harvey I, 282): "Si autem Scripturas cognovissent, et a 
veritate docti essent, scirent utique quoniam non sic Deus. quemadmodum homines .. et 
non sic cogitationes eius, quomodo cogitationes hominum." 

47 Letter o{ Eugnostus, NHC III, 73, 9-11 and 78,6-9, and Sophia Jesu Christi, BG 
86,16-87, I and 96, 14-19 (= NHC II1,96, 3-7 and 102,21-103,1). 

48 In the system, however, which Irenaeus ascribed to Basilides, SUVUil1<; is also 
the last of five divine hypostases, Adv. Haer. 1,24,3 (Rousseau-Doutreleau 1,2,326): 
VO\}<;, AOY0<;, q>povllcrt<;, cro<piu, OUVUill<;. W. Bousset, Hauptprobleme der Gnosis, 
G6ttingen 1907 (reprinted G6ttingen 1973), 235-236, already compared these hypo
stases with the five Manichaean Powers. 

49 Adv. Haer. II, 13,2 (Harvey 1,282): "Unum autem et idem est omnia quae praedicta 
sum, a No initium accipientia, et secundum augmentum assumentia appellationes." 
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to imperishableness they are equal, with respect to power, however, 
they are different, like the difference between a father and a son (III, 
78,9-15). 

Mani must have known this Greek division of the human (and divine) 
mind. But his preference of pentads made him accept only the first 
five powers, as is witnessed by many Manichaean texts. Though these 
powers were mostly ascribed to God, their original psychological 
meaning was not forgotten. This appears from Kephalaia 33 and also 
from a short remark (possibly a gloss) in the account of the Mani
chaean doctrine of metempsychosis in the Acta Archelai, 10 (Beeson 
15): Tlie; bE 'l'uxlie; to'n Ta 6voJlum (Cf. Irenaeus: "appellationes") 
Tuum, voue;, EVVOlU, <ppovT]CJte;, tv8UJlT]CJte;,50 AOY10'JlOe;. 

According to Kephalaia 33, then, Sin bound the five "members" 
of the soul to five 'Platonic' members of the body: "voue; in the bone, 
thought (Copt. Meye = EVV01U) in the sinew, intellect (Copt. CBW = 
<ppOVT]CJte;) in the vein,5! reflection (Copt. CA-X,Ne = tv8uJlT]CJte;) in 
the flesh, and consideration (Copt. MAKMeK = AOY10'JlOe;) in the skin 
(1,95,17-19 Polotsky). The saving activity of the Light-Nous consists 
in setting free the five members of the soul from the bone, the sinew, 
the vein, the flesh, and the skin (1,96, 13-21). 

There is nothing typically Iranian in this conception. In fact, it 
simply combines a Greek psychological theory on the structure of 
the mind and a Greek physiological theory on the structure of the 
human body.52 In Kephalaia 42 (I,107,27ff.) it is said that the human 

50 The Manichaean sources always mention q>p6VllO'l~ before £ve6~110'l~, cf. Polotsky 
in PWRE, Suppl. VI, 249. The Letter ()/ Eugnostus agrees with Irenaeus, and 
so does Sophia Jesu Christi in BG 96,14-19. In Soph. J. Chr., BG 86,16-87,1, 
however, £ve6~11(),1~ is mentioned before £VVOlU; in Cod. III the sequence of the powers 
agrees in both passages with that in the Manichaean texts, and also with that in Acts 
of Thomas, 27 (Bonnet 142-143). Most probably it was through a text of the Sophia 
Jesu Christi like that in Cod. III that Mani became acquainted with this analysis of 
the powers of the (divine) mind. 

51 Here mentioned before the flesh, against AJ (sinews, flesh, blood) and Zadspram 
(flesh, sinews, veins). 

52 G. Widengren, The Great Vohu Manah and the Apostle of God, Studies in Iranian 
and Manichaean Religion (Uppsala Universitets Arsskrift, 1945, 5), Uppsala and Leipzig 
1945, 22 (note 3 of p. 21), identified the five divine powers of the Manichaeans with 
the five Iranian Amda Spentas: "The connexion between the doctrine of Mani and 
Iranian theologoumena is abundantly clear on this point." According to Widengren, 
the Manichaean account of how Nous was chained in Man and the combination of 



56 R. VAN DEN BROEK 

body consists of marrow, bones, sinews, flesh, veins, blood, and skin. 
Veins and blood are separately mentioned, just as in some of the Iranian 
texts quoted above, whereas the hair is missing. It is not clear why in 
Kephalaia 33 the five mental faculties were not simply combined with 
the first five bodily components of the list in Kephalaia 42. This 
might be an indication that Mani did not find the two lists with seven 
bodily and seven mental elements already associated but that he 
combined them himself. 

In Chapter 33 of the Kephalaia there is no trace of any connexion 
between the elements of the body and the planets, as found in AJ and 
Zadspram, nor are these elements taken to be psychic substances, 
as done in AJ. The Manichaean conception represents just another 
case of utilization of Plato's analysis of the structure of the human 
body. 

Finally we have to ask why in AJ the seven planets are said to 
create a psychic body, while Zadspram shows that the presupposed 
planetary melothesia originally had reference to the carnal body only. 
AJ's particular view must be related with the doctrine that the soul 
during its descent from heaven assumes from the planets an astral, 
psychic body, called the \JIUXTJ 1tvtu~anKil53 or simply the 1tv£u~a 54, 

and considered to be the 1tVtu~anKoV 0XlWa 'tfj~ AOY1Kfj<; \JIUXfj<;.55 
This view was certainly known at the time that AJ was written: 
it was taught by the Chaldaean Oracles and Numenius, and presupposed 
in the system of Theodotus the Gnostic and in the Authentikos Logos. 56 

In a passage of Macrobius, which reflects the views of Numenius, 
the "sidereum corpus" of the soul is associated with its psychic and 
vital faculties, which it receives during its descent through the spheres 
of Saturnus, Jupiter, Mars, Sol, Venus, Mercurius, and Luna. 57 Given 

the Amesa Spentas with parts of the body in the Greater Bundahisn 28, 21, quoted 
above, represent "two different Iranian systems" (p. 54). 

53 Cf. the Authentikos Logos, 23,12-13; Porphyry, De regressu animae, frg. 2 Bidez 
(= Augustine, De Civitate Dei, X, 9): "anima spiritalis" = 'VUXT] 1tVEUIlU'tllCT]; Synesius 
of Cyrene, De insomniis, 4 (l34B; Terzaghi 156,8-9). 

54 Porphyry, Sententiae, 29 (Lambertz 18,6). 
55 Hierocles, Comm. in Aur. Pythag. Carmen, 26 (Koehler 117,2-3). For other 

expressions describing the nature of the pneumatic vehicle of the rational soul, see my 
article mentioned in the next note, 262-263. 

56 Cf. R. van den Broek, The Authefltikos Logos: A New Document of Christian 
Platonism, in VC 33, 1979,260-266 and the notes on p. 282-284. 

57 Macrobius, In somn. Scip., I, II, 12 (Willis II, 47). 
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the planetary melothesia discussed above, a combination of these views 
with that of the creation of the mortal parts of the soul by the 
young gods of Plato must have laid near at hands, And this, in fact, 
has happened in AJ, Not the demiurge himself but his sons create 
the body of man, just as in Plato, But these sons are now the seven 
planetary powers and the body they create is a psychic one, just as 
in Numenius and others. 

It seems probable that the author of AJ knew a doctrine of the 
soul which combined the idea of the formation of the astral body 
during the soul's descent throught the planetary spheres with that 
of the creation of the seven components of the carnal body by Plato's 
young gods, who were conceived of as the seven planets. But he 
can only have applied this doctrine to the creation of Adam's body by 
the planetary powers, if he already assumed beforehand that Adam at 
first was created in a psychic body. He distinguishes between the creation 
of man after the image of God, which resulted into a psychic body, 
and a creation of man from the earth, which led to the carnal body. 58 

This is strongly reminiscent of Philo's distinction between the creation 
of the ideal, heavenly man after the image of God, as related in Gen. 
1,26 f., and that of empirical man from the dust of earth, as told in 
Gen. 2,7.59 I suggest that the author of AJ knew and to a certain 
extent accepted this Jewish, Alexandrian tradition, but placed it into 
a gnostic setting. That would explain why his psychic Adam, into whom 
the Spirit of God had been breathed, exceeded all the archons, including 
the demiurge himself. 60 

AJ's account of the creation of Adam is a curious mixture of Plato's 
analysis of the structure of the human body, a planetary melothesia, 
and a doctrine of the soul's astral body, all based on a Jewish, 
Alexandrian interpretation of the biblical story of the creation of man. 

58 BG 48,8 - 52, I and 52, 1- 55, 18 parr. 
59 See, for instance, De opificio mundi, 134 (Cohn-Wendland 1,46). Cf. E. Bn!hier, 

Les idees philosophiques et re/igieuses de Philon d'Alexandrie, 3rd ed., Paris 1950, 121-
126; Ch. Kannengiesser, Philon et les Peres sur la double creation de I'homme, in Philon 
d'Alexandrie, Colloque de Lyon, 11-15 sept. 1966, Paris 1967,277-296; R.A. Baer, Jr, 
Philo's Use of the Categories Male and Female (Arbeiten zur Literatur und Geschichte 
des hellenistischen Judentums, III), Leiden 1970, 14-44. 

60 BG 52,8-11 : "His understanding became far stronger than (that of) all of them, 
and than (that of) the first archon"; 54,7-11: "his thought was exalted above those 
who had created him .... He had exalted himself far above them." 
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Verbindungen und Unterschiede zwischen zarathustrischer 
und manichiiischer Selbst-Anschauung 

CARSTEN COLPE 
(Berlin) 

"Die Auffassung, daB der personliche Schutzengel des Menschen 
sein Ebenbild darstellt, stammt aus dem Griechentum und ist yom 
ludentum in der hellenistischen Zeit ubernommen worden. Auf dieser 
Grundlage beruht das gnostische mysterium coniunctionis, sowohl in 
der Schule Valentins wie in der Religion Manis." "Es ist an der Zeit, 
nach den vielen Vorarbeiten auf Grund des neuen Materials ... (die) 
genetische Entwicklung (dieser Vorstellung) zu verfolgen".l 1m ersten 
Teil der wichtigen Abhandlung, der diese Satze entstammen, geht 
G. Quispel zunachst auf die archaisch-griechischen Vorstellungen yom 
Daimon und yom Eidolon zUrUck, verfolgt die ersteren uber die 
Identifizierung mit der Vernunft bei Platon bis zu Poseidonios und 
die letzteren bis zur Gleichsetzung mit dem Daimon bei den Py
thagoreern; er weist dann Spuren der nunmehr fertigen Ebenbild-, 
Selbst- oder Engel-Vorstellung in Deuteronomim Rabba 4 (201 d), 
Acta 12, 15 und Matth. 18, 10 nacho Diese Spuren sollen dazu berechti
gen, in den reicher entwickelten Auffassungen des Hirten des Hermas, 
valentinianischer Schriften und des Thomasevangeliums, daB der 
Mensch ein himmlisches Ebenbild hat, (des Naheren) ein Erbe des 
palastinischen ludenchristentums zu erblicken. 

Es ist hiermit ein Entwurf vorgelegt, der groBe Linien aufzeigt, die 
nunmehr nachgezogen und verfeinert werden mussen. Hierzu gibt es 

1 G. Quispel, Das ewige Ebendild des Menschen. Zur Begegnung mit dem Selbst in 
der Gnosi3, in ErJb 36, 1967, Zurich 1968, 9-30, abgedruckt in: Gnostic Studies, I 
(Uitgaven van het Nederlands Historisch-Archaeologisch Instituut te Istanbul 34, I), 
Istanbul 1974, 140-157, danach zitiert. Die beiden obigen Aussagen dort 142 oben und 
141 unten. 
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Ansatzpunkte an zahlreichen Stellen,2 Eine davon liegt dort, wo die 
manichaischen Anschauungen ihre Selbstandigkeit gewinnen, die 
Quispel eingangs kurz neben die valentinianischen und - in Auf
nahme von Hinweisen H. Corbins - neben die altiranischen von der 
Daena gestellt hat, und mit denen er sich im zweiten Teil seiner 
Abhandlung ausfUhrlich beschaftigt. Diese sollen hier wiederaufge
nommen und weitergefUhrt werden. 

Vorausgesetzt werden die von Quispel wiedergewonnene Gesamt
anschauung und die von ihm aufgezeigten Voraussetzungen dafUr: die 
historische, d.h. Manis Bekanntschaft mit entsprechenden Anschauun
gen des syrischen Christentums einschlief3lich des Thomasevangeliums, 
und die psychologische, namlich Manis visionare Begegnung mit seinem 
Zwilling ("Thomas") oder Paargenossen. Vorauszusetzen ist femer die 
inzwischen erfolgte Bildung des manichaischen Mythos, in welchem das 
Selbst oder Gegenbild, der Zwilling oder Engel in mehrfachen Re
prasentationen nebeneinander auftritt. Es wird am Schlu/3 zu fragen 
sein, in welchem Grade einzelne dieser Reprasentationen im Ver
haltnis zum durch seinen Geist reprasentierten Menschen eine aktive 
Erloserfunktion gewonnen haben. Denn grundsatzlich stellt sich nach 
Bildung des Mythos die Identitat des Erlosers sowohl mit dem zu Er
losenden wie mit dem schlief3lich Erlosten als eine gnostische Offen
barungswahrheit dar, nach welcher die Trennung zwischen diesseitigem 
und jenseitigem, personifiziertem oder jedenfalls hypostasiertem 
"Geistes"-Teil durch einen mythologischen Vorgang, z.Bsp. den -
oft mit dem Offenbarungsruf verbundenen - Abstieg des Erlosers 
aufgehoben wird. 

Die Frage nach der Herkunft dieser Erloser-Lehre hat an ver
schiedenen Punkten auch auf die iranische Religion gefUhrt. Neben 
der zarathustrischen Verktindigung von den Amasa Spantas war es vor 
allem die zoroastrische Lehre von der Daena, die Beachtung forderte. 
Das wichtigste Dokument tiber sie ist der sog. Ha30xt-Nask. Die 
Oberlieferungen, die er enthalt, stehen wohl an Alter denen des 
fUnften, zehnten, dreizehnten, fUnfzehnten und siebzehnten Yast nicht 

2 Vgl. Merki und Ladner in RAC 4; ter Vrugt-Lentz in RAC 9 (genaue biblio
graphische Angaben zur hier und im folgenden abgekiirzt zitierten Literatur siehe am 
SchluB dieser Studie; vgl. auch das Abkiirzungsverzeignis am Anfang dieses Buches). 



60 C. COLPE 

nach, und seine sprachliche Gestaltung weist auf Redaktoren oder gar 
Verfasser hin, welche denen des Videvdad nahestanden. 3 Nach diesem 
Text (HN 9,2; 11,2-4) tritt dem ltingling, der selbst u.a. gute daenii 
hatte, bzw. seiner verselbsHindigten Seele (urvan), nach dem Tode 
seine eigene daenii entgegen, welche die Gestalt einer lungfrau hat; 
sie stellt sich ihm wohl nicht direkt als die Personifikation seiner 
eigenen Tugenden vor, aber doch als ein Wesen, dessen Qualitaten 
durch die guten Taten eines ltinglings gefOrdert worden sind, als "die 
im lenseits aufbewahrte Quintessenz seiner Gedanken, Worte und 
Werke".4 Es geht also aus dem Text eine weitgehende Identitat beider 
Figuren hervor. 

R. Reitzenstein 5 hat versucht, mit der daenii die manichaische 
Lichtjungfrau zu erklaren, welche nach Fihr. 335, 12 dem erl6sten 
Gerechten ahnelt. Doch statt hier gleich eine Kontinuitat festzustellen, 
welche die ganzen Figuren umfaBt, muB man zunachst versuchen, 
diese Einzelheit des schwierigen Fihrist-Textes tiberlieferungsgeschicht
lich einzuordnen und festzustellen, ob die Aussage, die der spate 
Fihrist-Text tiber die lungfrau macht, die alteren manichaischen 
Anschauungen zuverlassig wiedergibt. 

Die Lichtjungfrau ist schwierig zu beschreiben, weil sie sowohl in 
der Ein- wie in der Zw61fzahl erscheint und genealogisch verschieden 
eingegliedert ist. Zw61f Jungfrauen haben im Gebetsleben und Fest
kalender des Manichaers zwar ihren Platz,6 werden aber meist bloB 

3 Widengren, in OLZ 1963, 544. - Mit der Schilderung des HN stimmt, wenn 
auch in vielen Einzelheiten abweichend, im Grof3en und Ganzen Menoig xrad 2, 114-194 
(hsg. von Nyberg, Manual, Part I, 72 Z. 7 letztes Wort - 77 Z. 13) iiberein. Die 
anderen zoroastrischen, sowohl pahlav- wie jungawestischen Texte iiber die daena 
(reiche Belegsammlungen bei Bartholomae, 662-666 jeweils unter 2) tragen fUr Ver
gleiche mit jeder gnostischen Erliiserlehre nichts aus; vgl. zu diesem Komplex Corbin, 
lOS, III, liS, 125, 127, 135-138, 140, 142-146. Wichtig an diesem materialreichen Aufsatz 
ist vor aHem der Versuch, das himmlische Ich des Zoroastrismus, welches mit der auf
erstandenen Person identisch sei, mit dem himmlischen Gegenbild der kreatiirlichen 
Erde in Verbindung zu bringen. Fiir die daena, welche in manchen Texten die Tochter 
der "Archange feminin de la Terre" Sp;mta Armaiti ist (Belege a.a.O. III und 136), 
ergibt sich damit eine Beziehung zur vergeistigten Makrokosmos-Mikrokosmos-Vorstel
lung, die in interessanter Weise an die Verwurzelung anderer Selbst-Spekulationen in 
dieser Idee erinnert. 

4 Humbach, Gathas, I, 72. 
5 Iran. ErlOsungsmysterium, 30-33. 
6 Hymn. 33,4. 
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als zum Dritten Gesandten gehorig genannt 7 oder naher als seine 
"zwolf Stunden" auf ihn bezogen, wo die Bildrede yom Gesandten 
als dem zweiten der vier das Lichtreich reprasentierenden Tage es 
gestattet. 8 Hier sind sie auch yom Dritten Gesandten "berufen". Wo 
die Lichtjungfrau in der Einzahl auftritt, wird ihr dieselbe Genealogie 
nur an einer Stelle im Kapitel tiber die fUnf Vater gegeben,9 wohl weil 
die Zwolfzahl hier "wegen des Triadenschemas unverwendbar" ist. 10 
Sonst ist sie als einzelne immer Tochter oder Emanation Jesu des 
Glanzes. 11 Sie wohnt im Lichtschiff des Mondes, aber nicht immer 
in der gleichen Gesellschaft: Keph. 82,34/83, 1 mit Jesus dem Glanz 
und dem Urmenschen, der hier als Erloser den Nous verdrangt hat, 
den man nach den eben zitierten Stellen erwarten sollte; sonst mit 
Jesus dem Glanz und dem Nous; Keph. 24,19 mit dem Nous des 
Vaters (?) und nicht naher bezeichneten Gottern und Engeln. Diese 
letztere Anordnung mag eigens fUr die Systematik des Kapitels 12 
geschaffen worden sein, welche Gltickseligkeit, Weisheit und Kraft 
dieser Welt durch Gleichsetzung mit mythologischen Gestalten erklaren 
will. Dabei ist die Bedeutung der Weisheit gerade durch die Jungfrau 
am sinnvollsten aufgezeigt worden: als "sublimierte manichaische Ver
treterin ... der Sophia der alteren gnostischen Systeme" 13 ist die Jung
frau "Anfang aller Weisheiten der Wahrheit".14 Sie spielt eine beherr
schende Rolle im Kampf gegen die Finsternis; unter diesem allgemeinen 
Aspekt sind Aussagen wie Keph. 72,34 (praexistent yom Vater der 
GroBe durch Emanieren aus seinem makmek - Uberlegung - geformt) 
und Hymn. 10, 7f. (vom Vater mit den fUnf Lichtgliedern ausgeriistet, 
urn gegen die Abgriinde der Finsternis zu kampfen) zu verstehen. 
Es ergibt sich aus diesen Aussagen im Vergleich mit den vorher 
zitierten Belegen, daB die Jungfrau im System nicht stabil war und 

7 Z. Bsp. Hymn. 138,65; 144,24. 
8 Keph. 25,22; Hymn. 133,16; vgl. Polotsky, Man i-Fund, 75 ff. u. Museon 1934, 

253 ff. = Collected Papers 685 ff u. 654 ff. 
9 Keph. 35,15. 
10 Polotsky, Mani-Fund, 68 = Collected Papers 678. 
11 Hom. 86,10; Hymn. 164,13; 160,18; 185,14; M 2 II in Mir. Man. III, 852; 

M 583 R I Z. 14-16 in Man.Dogm., 545ff. 
12 Vgl. das Schema Keph. p. XV. 
13 Schaeder, Urform, 103; Polotsky, Mani-Fund, 68i. 
14 Keph. 44,8 f. 
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dementsprechend zur Lichtbefreiung in verschiedener Weise eingesetzt 
werden konnte. 

Diese verschiedenen Weisen konnen deshalb leicht durch erweiternde 
Paraphrasen umschrieben werden. Oft wird ihr dabei eine der Aufgaben 
noch einmal zugeschrieben, die schon dem Dritten Gesandten obliegen. 
Dieser wird bekanntlich entsandt, nachdem aus den Leichen erschlagener 
Diimonen, die zuvor die Lichtelemente des Urmenschen in sich aufge
nommen hatten, der Kosmos gebildet ist. Der Dritte Gesandte soIl 
die Lichtteile, die nun darin enthalten sind, herauslosen. Dies geschieht 
einmal, indem er den Kosmos in Bewegung setzt, sodaB das Licht 
tiber die MilchstraBe, Mond und Sonne in die Lichtwelt zurtickgeleitet 
werden kann. 15 AuBerdem aber ist der Dritte Gesandte mannlicher 
und weiblicher Natur 16 und muB als solcher durch Zeigen seiner 
Eikon den Archonten das Licht entlocken. 17 Bei Archonten ist hier 
an die weiblichen Vertreter dieser Gattung gedacht; entsprechend hat 
die Jungfrau, welche nichts anderes ist als die weibliche Erscheinung 
des Dritten Gesandten,18 den miinnlichen Archonten das Licht zu 
entziehen, indem sie sich vor ihnen enthtillt. Theodor bar Konai sagt 
im AnschluB an die eben zitierten Stellen einfach, daB die Archonten 
daraufhin nach dem Gesandten, und zwar jeweils nach der Erscheinung 
des anderen Geschlechts, ltistern werden und das von ihnen ver
schlungene Licht freizugeben beginnen. Die koptischen Texte beschrei
ben diese VerfUhrung der Archonten in verschiedenen Bildern.19 Damit 
ist gemeint, daB die weiblichen Archonten abortieren und die miinn
lichen pollutionieren. Nach manichiiischer Lehre entsteht dann aus dem 
herniederfallenden Sperma die Flora und aus den Fehlgeburten die 
Fauna, von wo aus dann fUr die weitere Lichtbefreiung gesorgt wird. 20 

15 Schaeder, RGG2 , 3,1965. 
16 Theodor bar Konai 129,20f. Pognon = 316, I If. Scher: "Da offenbarte der 

Bote seine Gestalten, die mannliche und die weibliche (I!iiiden izgaddii glii ~uriilel! 
de/irii wneqblii)". 

17 Diesen Vorgang kann man an den Wolken wahrnehmen, die zur Jungfrau ziehen : 
KepI!. Kap. 95 passim. 

18 Theodor bar Konai 129,24 Pognon: dmulii gneqblii; 316, 16 Scher: dmulii gneqble. 
Theodor kennt auch die Zwolfzahl der Jungfrauen und nennt sogar ihre Namen, 129, 
10-17 Pognon I 316, 1-8 Scher. 

19 Herz rauben, KepI!. 35,15 ahnlich Hymn. 10, 12ff. ~ Archonten und Krafte 
richten, KepI!. 80, 25 ~ durch Schonheit beschamen, Ii sipe I!n ... saie, Hymn. 2,27f. 

20 Schenke, TLZ 1959, 247 hat gezeigt, daB in der von ihm versuchsweise "Vom 
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Indem Mani und seine Junger nur indirekt sagen, daB die Freigabe 
des Lichtes durch die Archonten in Abortion, bzw, Pollution, erfolgt,21 
tilgen sie so weit wie moglich die Obszonitat, die die alteren Vorbilder 
dieses Teils des manichaischen Systems noch an sich haben,22 

Was nun die Rolle der (Licht) jungfrau (bikr) im eschatologischen 
Bericht Fihr. 335, 12 anlangt, so ist deutlich, daB sie ausschlieBlich auf 
Mithilfe beim Werk des Geleitenden Weisen, namlich der posthumen 
Lichtauslauterung, festgelegt worden ist. Aus der Triade Jesus, 
Jungfrau/kanig, Nous/manuhmed/wahman etc. kennen wir ihre Zuord
nung zu den Hauptgottern der dritten Berufung und haben im Fihrist 
den Ausdruck nur dieses allgemeinen Sachverhalts. Ihre eigentliche 
Aufgabe, durch Zeigen ihrer Eikon noch vor der Erschaffung der 
Menschen die Archonten zu verfiihren, klingt Z. 13 nur noch in dem 
hier ganz beziehungslosen Motiv nach, daB sie die Gestalt des Weisen 
angenommen habe,23 d.h. daB sie urspriinglich der weibliche Aspekt des 
Hauptgottes der dritten Berufung ist. Es liegt nahe, da die Lichtjung
frau sonst die weibliche Gestalt oder Erscheinung des Dritten Gesandten 
ist, hier als altere Entsprechung ZUni Geleitenden Weisen 24 gar den 

Ursprung der Welt" betitelten Schrift aus dem koptischen Funde von Nag Hamadi 
ein Abschnitt enthalten ist, wie ihn Mani vorausgesetzt haben konnte, oder der auch 
von Mani beeinfluBt is!. Das Stiick Labib pI. 156,2· 158, I (heute NHC II 108,2· 
110, I; dazu jetzt Bohlig, 58·65, und besonders Tardieu, 85·174) handelt von der Ent· 
stehung des Menschen und der Flora aus den Aborten und Pollutionen der Archonten 
iibrigens in iihnlich zuruckhaltender und die Einzelheiten umschreibender Form wie 
bei Mani, Die Beziehungen, die Zaehner, Zurvan 186·192, zur zurvanitischen Urhure 
jeh herstellt, sind nicht iiberzeugend : diese ist Gerahrtin Ahrimans, und wenn sie Gay6· 
mard verfiihrt, so will sie damit nicht sein Sperma - das bei ihm iibrigens nicht in 
Finsternis eingeschlossen ist wie bei den manichiiischen Diimonen - befreien, sondern 
es verderben, 

21 Dieser Vorgang wird in verschiedenen gnostischen Kulten von den Eingeweihten 
direkt nachgebildet. Am bekanntesten in dieser Hinsicht sind die Borborianer, vgl. 
L Fendt, RAe 2,512, 

22 Zu diesen Vorbildern vgl. Bousset, FRLANT 10, 71·83, zum simonianischen 
System auch Leisegang, Gnosis, 65[', 82, 208, Auf den durch sublimierende Worte 
iiberwundenen obszonen My thus legt den Mani der entriistete Augustinus fest in De 
nat. boni, 44 (881 ff. Zycha) u. Ctra Faustum, 20,6 (540 Zycha) (Schaeder, Urform, 
82). 

23 Es ist aus sachlichen Grunden unmoglich, die erste Konsonantengruppe 'lhh Fihr. 
335, 13 als iiliha "die Gotter" zu lesen, wie KeBler, Mani, 399 es will. Die Bedeutung 
gerade der Lichtjungfrau als weiblicher Aspekt des Hauptgottes der dritten Berufung 
erfordert, daB man liest iliiha "die Gottin". 

24 Zu den anderen sechs Entsprechungen, die man zum Geleitenden Weisen des ara· 
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Dritten Gesandten anzunehmen; jedoeh nieht ganz, da der Dritte 
Gesandte und die Jungfrau wohl hinsiehtlieh ihrer Funktion, aber 
nieht als Hypostasen identiseh sind, wahrend das letztere beim Ge
leitenden Wei sen und der Jungfrau offenbar der Fall ist, indem die 
Jungfrau in den Geleitenden Weisen sozusagen ubergeht. Dureh ihre 
Gestaltveranderung unterstutzt sie nur noeh die Herauffiihrung des 
Liehts, und auBerdem ist ihr Werk aus der Zeit vor der Ersehaffung 
des Mensehen in die Zeit naeh dem Tode des gesehaffenen Eleetus 
verlegt worden. Die Tatsaehe, daB die Jungfrau zusammen mit Jesus 
und dem Nous im Monde wohnt, enthalt die maniehaiseh sinnvolle 
Mogliehkeit einer solchen Ubertragung schon in nuee: der Mond 
ist ja nieht nur ein vom Lebendigen Geist zur meehanisehen Lichtaus
lauterung gesehaffenes Gestirn, sondern aueh ein Schiff, das (wie aueh 
hier Z. IS) die unmeehaniseh, d.h. dureh Annahme der Gnosis befreiten 
Liehtseelen von der Saule der Herrliehkeit, in der sie aufsteigen, zur 
Sonne befOrdert. Der zweiten Funktion wurde aueh die Tatigkeit der 
Jungfrau angegliehen. Aueh die Untersuehung der Rolle der Lieht
jungfrau im arabisehen Berieht im Vergleieh mit ursprungliehen Texten 
lehrt also, daB wir es hier mit spatmaniehaiseher Mythopoiia zu tun 
haben. 

Besteht nun zu dieser spaten oder zur fruheren Auspragung der 
Jungfrau eine inhaltliehe Kontinuitat von der zoroastrisehen Daena aus? 
Die Daena-Vorstellung des HN ist deutlieh junger als die der Gathas; 
nieht zuletzt weist die groJ3ere Ausfiihrliehkeit der Seelenreise gegen
uber Vid. 19,27-32 und die Tatsaehe, daB bestimmte weibliehe Attribute 
nieht mehr der Anahita (wie naeh Yt. 5, 7 und 64), sondern jetzt der 
Daena gehoren, von der man dies naeh den Gathas nieht erwartet 
hatte, auf ein spateres Stadium. Gleiehwohl ist die HN-Vorstellung 
bedeutend alter als die maniehaisehe. Angesiehts dessen besteht in den 

bischen Textes in iilteren Texten namhaft machen konnte, siehe Colpe, FRLANT 
78, 107-113 (Lichtgestalt, Paargenosse, Apostel des Lichts, Lichtnous, Jesus der Glanz, 
GroBer Richter bzw. Richter der Wahrheit). An Hand derselben Texte hat auch QUispel, 
155 f. auf das Nebeneinander der Gestalten hingewiesen und dariiber hinaus einige 
Funktionsunterscheidungen versucht (das Miidchen wie die Daena ein Werk des Gliiubigen, 
das ihm erst bein Tode begegnet; die Lichtgestalt in der Gestalt des Weisen eine nicht 
vom Menschen erzeugte, gottliche Gestalt, die schon wiihrend des Lebens des Gliiubigen, 
wenn er in die manichiiische Kirche aufgenommen wird, in seine Existenz eintritt). 
Dazu oben im folgenden einige Verbesserungen. 
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Unterschieden zwischen zoroastrischer Daena und manichiiischer Licht
jungfrau ein besonderes Problem. Fiir seine Erorterung ist zuniichst 
ein kurzer Riickblick auf den aiten, den sog. zarathustrischen Befund 
notwendig. 

Nach der heute wohl allgemeinen Meinung ist daenii von der Wurzel 
diiy- "sehen" abgeleitet. 25 Pagliaro interpretiert aber von da aus nicht 
als ,,(die Fiihigkeit zu) Vision, das Schauen", und daraus sich ergebend 
als "die (religiose) Ansicht", sondern parallel zu griech. eidos als imago, 
species und davon abgeleitet als Modell, Typ, genus und schlieJ31ich 
als Natur, Wesen. "Der Bedeutungsiibergang von 'Wesen, geistiges 
Bild' (der Gottheit) zu 'Religion' folgt wie selbstverstiindlich und be
rechtigt aus Stellen wie Y 44, ll". An dieser Stelle geht auch die von 
Humbach fUr die beiden voraufgehenden Stanzen wohl wie in Y 49,9 
friiher festgehaltene Grundbedeutung "Sinn" in eine andere iiber: 
in Y 44, 11 iibersetzt er daenii als rituellen terminus technicus mit 
"Andacht".26 Insler kommt an siimtlichen Stellen auGer in Y 44,9 f., 27 
wo er "vision" sagt, mit der Bedeutung "conception" aus. 28 Friiher 

25 Zuletzt etwa Pagliaro (hier und im folgenden zitiert nach Duchesne-Guillemin, 
64f.); Humbach, MSS 1956,76; Insler (siehe Anm. 27); Schmidt, Acta lranica 5, 165. 
Sachlich damit zusammenhiingend, aber anders nuanciert ist die friihere Interpretation 
von Nyberg (Religionen, 159) der daenii als "Schauseele" (so in Y 34,13 u.o.), die "in 
hervorragendem Sinne das Organ fUr die in der Ekstase geschaute Vision" is!. In Y 
44,10 bezeichne daenii "die nach allen Regeln der Kunst hervorgerufene Vision". Ein 
einziges Mal wagt auch Humbach (Gathas 1,57 und 154) die Obersetzung "Schauseele", 
niimlich in Y 51,13; vgl. auch unten Anm. 38. - Diskussion auf Grund einer voll
stlindigen Bestandsaufnahme der Gatha-Stellen ist hier nicht beabsichtigt; dafUr sei zur 
Ergiinzung auf den dichten und gehaltvollen Aufsatz von Kramers (siehe Lit.-Verz.) 
verwiesen. 

26 Humbach, MSS 1956,74-76 und 79-81; in Gathas 1,144 und 119 dafUr 
"Gesinnung" und "andiichtige Gesinnung". 

27 An beiden Stellen wegen des Wortspiels mit daidya! "sehen sie?" in Y 44, 10, 
vgl. den Kommentar, 246. Insler bezeichnet iibrigens, 192, die Form daenii statt des 
urspr. dreisilbigen * dayanii (so, aber mit 0, auch Lommel, Yiists, 101 und 103) als 
Wiedereinarbeitung ("reworking ... into") der mittelpers. Form den in die Redaktion 
des Awesta-Textes. Wenn es richtig ist, daB die Awesta-Schrift als Priizisierung der 
Pahlavi-Schrist entwickelt wurde, konnen sich dabei der ersteren in der Tat auch Wort
formen aus der letzteren mitgeteilt haben. Insler leitet das Wort von der Wurzel di (sic) 
,,(sc. dauernd) betrachten, bedenken" ab, sieht die gathische Verwendung dicht bei 
der von ved. dhi "Vision, Gedanke" und nimmt als spiitere Entwicklung auch die zu 
"Religion" an. 

28 Doch findet sich p. 69 zu Y 44, II und p. III zu Y 53, I bei conception die 
Anmerkung "weiterhin" bzw. "wieder" "die gute Vision einer Welt, die von Wahrheit 
und gutem Denken regiert wird". 
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hatte Jackson 29 iibersetzt "conscience", Geldner "Gewissen" 30 oder 
"religioses Gewissen" ;31 auch damit scheint eine richtige Nuance in 
der Bedeutungsbreite getroffen zu sein, weil damit die Voraussetzung 
der durch freien Willen zu treffenden Entscheidung fUr Asa oder Drug 
bezeichnet wird. Schaeder 32 pflegte, bestimmte Aspekte der genannten 
Obersetzungen so weit wie moglich verdichtend, eine Grundbedeutung 
"Bekenntnis" anzusetzen; von da aus habe das Wort einerseits den Aus
druck der durch gutes Denken, Reden, Handeln bekenntnismaBig geau
Berten, der Asa-Welt zugehorigen Gesinnung, andererseits "Religion" 33 

bedeuten konnen. Der innere Bereich des Menschen, der damit ange
sprochen ist, wird durch die Ubersetzung "Ich, Person, Selbst" 34 

konkretisiert; Reitzenstein meinte, daB es sich dabei urn einen ganz 
anderen Begriff handele als den der Religion. 3 5 Doch ist evident, 
wie die Bedeutungen auseinander ableitbar sind. 36 Die Annahme einer 
semantischen wie etymologischen Verwandschaft aller Bedeutungen 
hat sich als so haltbar erwiesen, daB die daenii neuerdings nicht auf 
Grund einer Herkunft von ved. dhenii-, 3 7 sondern rein nach den 

29 Avesta Grammar, XXXV fUr Y 45,2; in § 243 auch "religion". 
30 RgLb H. I, 2 (fUr Y 45,2) und ofter. 
31 A.a.O.,42f. in HN§9und 11; danebenz.B. "glaubige Seele", a.a.O., 13 fur Y 49,9. 
32 Miindlich im Kolleg. 
33 Die zweite Bedeutung hat sich namentlich fUr die mittelpers. Form des Wortes, 

den, stabilisiert. Dieses Wort ist also nicht, was grundsatzlich moglich gewesen ware, 
das aus dem Aramaischen entlehnte din "Gericht"; aus der Bedeutung "Religion", 
welche din im Arabischen neben "Gericht" hat, ist nicht zu schlie13en, da13 din auch 
im Aramaischen "Religion" hie13. Vielmehr ist das arabische din "Religion" ein - aus 
dem mittelpers. den hervorgegangenes - neupersisches Lehnwort, das mit der zufallig 
gleichlautenden semitischen Wurzel zusammengefallen ist. 

34 Reitzenstein, 31 f. 39; Lentz, ZDMG 1928, 203; neuerdings Lommel, Gathas, 
passim (z.B. Y 49,9: geistige Personlichkeit; Y 34,13: geistige Urpersonlichkeit; Y 51,13: 
Geistpersonlichkeit; Y 31,20: geistiges Ich; Y 46,6: geistiges Urwesen; Y 45,2:' 
geistige Natur); in Y 44, 9-11 jedoch dreimal "Lehre". 

3S So auch Bartholomae, 665-667 und 662-665. Obersicht iiber andere Ausdeutungen 
des Begriffs bei Pavry, Future Life, 28f. 

36 Kritik der Bedeutungsteilung und Naheres bei Nyberg, Religionen, 114-120. 
37 Schmidt, Acta Iranica 5, 179 kommt, nach Diskussion der Bedeutungen "Milchkuh" 

(dhenu), "Gebet", "Lob" u.a., zum Bedeutungsansatz primar "Milchstrom, nahrender 
Strom", figurativ "nahrender Redestrom". Mit der Assonanz zu ved. dhi "Vision" 
hatten die vedischen Dichter immerhin gespielt (tertium comparationis p. 172: die 
eigentliche poetische Vision sollte magisch Nahrung schaffen oder die Gotter veran
lassen, dieses zu tun). Da13 dhenii und daenii beide in die Kuh-Bild-Vorstellung bzw. figura
tive Rede von der Kuh eingefUgt waren, sei Koinzidenz. 
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Spiritualisierungsgesetzen bildlicher Hirtenrede als Orientierungsbegriff 
sogar fUr ein ganz heterogenes Vorstellungs- und Bedeutungsfeld in 
Anspruch gnnommen werden und stabil bleiben konnte: darin sei die 
Kuh der Zarathustra-Predigt eine Metapher fUr die "gute daena" 
gewesen,38 Doch kommt diese M6glichkeit fUr zoroastrische Priester 
und manichaische Lehrer, die beide weit aul3erhalb und zeitlich fern 
von Zarathustras Milieu stehen, nicht mehr in Betracht. Zum Beispiel 
ist die L6sung der Daena aus Fesseln, von der Yt. 13,100 spricht, kein 
Nachhall der Befreiung der Kuh mehr, woran man von Y 29 aus den ken 
k6nnte, sondern eine Allegorie der F6rderung, welche Vistaspa der 
guten Religion angedeihen lieB. 

Selbst wenn es nicht m6glich erscheint, auf etymologischem oder 
auf semantischem Wege eine genauere Ubersetzung fUr daenii zu finden, 
so mag doch der Sinn geniigen, wie er aus der referierten Diskussion 
hervorgeht. Man wird ihn, jedenfalls in den Gathas, ohnehin nie ein
deutiger bestimmen k6nnen, als die Texte selbst gemeint sind. Sachlich 
ist die daenii in den Gathas, wo sie noch nicht als Jungfrau vorgestellt 
wird,39 eine Art Index fUr die Taten des Menschen im Gericht, "the 
real determinant of his (sc. The man's) future destiny".40 Insofern 
kann von ihr gesagt werden, daB sie den Menschen zur Gerechtsprechung 
oder zur Verurteilung fUhrt. 41 Aber sie ist keineswegs selbst der 
Richter; 42 dieses Amt bleibt Ahura Mazda vorbehalten. 

38 Nach friiheren Veroffentlichungen am ausfiihrlichsten Schmidt, Zarathustra, 2-14 
(zu oben Anm. 25 vgl. p. 3: Wortliche Bedeutung "Vision", subjektiv eine Fiihigkeit des 
Menschen, objektiv der Visionsinhalt, woraus sich die Bedeutung "Religion" entwickelte). 
Dort 20f wird die Gleichsetzung aus der Vorstellungswelt urn die Morgenrote (awest. 
usah) entwickelt. Es ergibt sich in der Tat oft ein Sinn, wenn das, was yom Menschen 
entwickelt, gereinigt, vollendet werden kann, als Vision wie als Kuh gelesen wird. 

39 Nach Nyberg, Religionen, 82 f. ist das erst geschehen, als die Zoroastrier das 
Pantheon der Mithragemeinde aufgriffen und die Gottin Cisti mit der daenii gleichsetzten. 
Zur Miidchengestalt der daenii im HN weist auch Schmidt, Zarathustra, 22 darauf 
hin, daB diese ebenso wie die spiitere awestische Gottheit Cista Ziige der vedischen 
U~s bzw. ihrer indo-iranischen Grundgestalt wiedergeben. 

40 Pavry, Future Life, 29. 
41 Y 31,20, dazu Pavry, Future Life, 29-32. 
42 Diese Aussage gilt auch dann, wenn man annimmt, daB die Gathas eine eben

solche Eschatologie voraussetzen, wie sie nach spiiteren Texten von Hiibschmann, JpTh 
1879 (kritisch weitergefiihrt von Colpe, SHR 41); Soderblom, Vie future; Pavry, Future 
Life, beschrieben wird. Gerade der HN zeigt das besonders deutlich. 
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Die dem Ha86xt-Nask am nachsten stehende gathische Aussage ist 
in Y 48,4 zu erblicken, wo nach der ubereinstimmenden Auslegung 
der Spezialisten gemeint ist, daB derjenige, der seinen Sinn besser oder 
schlechter mache, durch Worte und Taten auch die daenii besser 
oder schlechter mache. Wie das We sen der daenii durch Gesinnung 
und Taten des Wahrhaften konstituiert wird, sagt ausfiihrlicher HN 
§§ 12-14. Die daenii ist hier aber lediglich dieses personifizierte Symbol. 
Der Text sagt weder, daB sie sich mit der Seele des Wahrhaften vereint, 
noch daB sie die unentbehrliche Garantin und Leiterin des Seelenauf
stiegs ist, noch daB sie - wie in Fihr. 335, 13 die Lichtjungfrau -
am Gericht uber die Seele teilhat. Die daenii ist also nicht die Erloserin 
des Menschen, bzw. dem Gerechten treten seine personifizierten Ver
dienste nicht als erlosende Gottheit entgegen. Auf3erdem deckt sie 
sich substantialiter mit dem unkorperlichen Teil des Menschen zwar 
weitgehend, aber doch nicht so vollstandig wie der erlosende Gott 
eines gnostischen Systems mit dem salvandum im Menschen. Denn 
es gibt neben ihr noch ahu (Leben), baodah (BewuBtsein), urvan (Frei
seele) und fravasay (geistige Praexistenzform), und die drei letzteren 
agieren neben der daenii nach dem Tode des Menschen durchaus 
selbstandig.43 Sie vertreten dann zwar das unkorperliche We sen des 
Menschen zu mehr als nur einem Viertel, behalten aber doch ihren 
partiellen Charakter und treten nicht so konkurrierend bzw. sich im 
My thus ablosend fiireinander ein wie gnostische Hypostasen. 

Es ergibt sich also, daB zwischen daenii und Lichtjungfrau keine 
religionsgeschichtliche Beziehung bestehen durfte,44 weil sie nur die 

43 Belege bei Bartholomae, 283, (666,) 919, 1538, 992. Daneben gibt es z.Bsp. uStiina, 
den "materiellen Lebensgeist, der an den Korper gebunden ist und sein Geschick beim 
Tode teilt" (Nyberg, Religionen, 116); weiteres Material bei Widengren, Numen 1954, 
30-34; Nyberg, Religionen, 445; Questions 1929, 232 f., iiberhaupt das dort und bei 
Zaehner, Zurvan, 321-336 bearbeitete 3. Kapitel des GroBen Bundahisn; fiir die Gathas 
hat Humbach (Gathas I, 56-58; 72) gezeigt, daB urvan und daenii promiscue angewendet 
werden und ihre Verteilung rein nach den Gesichtspunkten dichterischer Technik be
stimmt ist. Die beiden Worter konnen paarweise stehen, jedes kann aber auch fiir das 
andere oder fiir das ganze Paar eintreten, und in dieser Weise konnen beide sowohl 
die Personlichkeit und Seele des Menschen als auch die Quintessenz seiner im Jenseits 
aufbewahrten AuBerungen bezeichnen. Erst im Haooxt-Nask sind die Bedeutungen der 
beiden Worter terminologisch getrennt und festgelegt. 

44 DaB die Bedeutung von daenii in anderer Richtung weiterentwickelt wird, sagt 
auch die Bemerkung von Pagliaro (zitiert bei Duchesne-Guillemin, Western Response, 
65): "Questo motivo della daenii ha avuto nella elaborazione teologica ulteriore poca 
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Eigenschaft der Weiblichkeit gemeinsam haben, die als solche nichts 
besagt. Doch war Reitzenstein dennoch berechtigt, an den Haooxt-Nask 
zu denken, und zwar auf Grund der - von uns bisher noch nicht be
sprochenen - Angabe Fihr, 335, 12, daB die Lichtjungfrau dem erlosten 
Gerechten ahnele, Reitzenstein konnte noch nicht wissen, daB diese 
Angabe fUr die Lichtjungfrau im Fihrist singular ist. Wir aber konnen 
auf Grund des uns zur VerfUgung stehenden vie I reicheren Materials 
nicht nur sagen, daB diese Eigenschaft der Lichtjungfrau in anderen 
Texten nicht bezeugt ist, sondern auch, welcher Hypostase diese Eigen
schaft der Ahnlichkeit mit dem Gerechten urspriinglich zukommt: 
namlich der sog, Lichtgestalt oder auch Zweiten Gestalt. Worum 
handelt es sich hier? 

Die Lichtgestalt ist nach Keph, 36,9-11; 41, 12f[; Fragment T II 
K 2a 45 das zweite Selbst des Menschen, der sie schon zu Lebzeiten 
"annimmt", indem er sie durch Betatigung der "Iebendigen guten 
Gedanken" selbst bildet. Nach seinem Tode tritt sie ihm in selb
standiger Korperlichkeit als "Lohn" fUr seine guten Gedanken ent
gegen, Polotsky: "Der 'Lohn' besteht darin, daB die verkorperte 
Frommigkeit des Verstorbenen sichtbarlich seine Berechtigung dartut, 
die Insignien des Sieges zu empfangen und so als Erloster zum Licht
reich aufzusteigen", 46 Die Lichtgestalt geleitet die Seele des Verstorbenen 
mit Unterstiitzung der drei Engel, welche die Siegesinsignien fUr den 
Erlosten tragen, in die Heimat zuriick und heiBt deshalb "Erloserin 
der Seele", Sie ist wahrscheinlich auch mit der "morphe des Meisters 
(sc, der Seele)" in Kap. 141 der Kephalaia gemeint. 

Auch im posthumen Schicksal des Katechumenen kommt diese 
Gestalt vor. Keph. 225, 17-29 steht: 

" ... so steht es mit dem Katechumenen, der mit dem Siegel des Glaubens 
und dem Siegel der Wahrheit gesiegelt ist. Die Werke, die er von den ersten 
Zeiten an getan hat, nicht ist einer durch sie in die Hollen gegangen wegen 
seiner morphe, die von Anfang an erwahlt wurde, indem sie dasteht oben 
in der Hohe. Denn sie, seine morphe, sie erbarmt sich tiber ihn, Nicht 

fortuna, poiche e stato in parte assorbito dalla fravasi 'spirito protettore, genio' che 
ha un valore piiJ religioso e meno speculativo, e di cui nelle Giitha non si ha parola," 
Hierzu pal3t die gute Interpretation der Daenii und Aufweis ihrer sachlichen Verwand
schaft mit der Fravasi bei Lomme!, Yiists, 101-107, 

45 Turk, Man, 1,22; dazu Polotsky, Museon 1934, 268ff. = Collected Papers 669-672. 
46 Siehe Anm. 57 
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liiBt sie seine Werke sich verirren. Wie seine letzten Werke, die er tut, 
nicht in die Hollen gehen wegen seines Glaubens, so steht es mit den ersten 
Werken, die er getan hat, da seine morphe am Anfang in der Hohe aus
gewiihlt wird. Nicht gehen sie in die Irre, sondern kommen nur in die 
metaggismoi und Miihsal. Dann kommen sie in die Hand der Engel und 
werden gereinigt." 

Dieses hat den Wert einer Erkliirung zu Keph. 36,9-1147 , woraus hervor
geht, daB nicht nur die Electi, sondern auch die Katechumenen sich bei 
Lebzeiten eine Lichtmorphe bilden, die nach ihrem Tode fUr gerechte 
Beurteilung und Belohnung der guten Werke sorgt und die See1e weiter
leitet. Allerdings kann sie noch nicht endgiiltig den Weg ins Licht
reich freigeben, sondern nur die Seele von den sie verfolgenden Diimo
nen befreien, urn sie dann in neuen taraddud(Fihr. 335,23)/metaggismos48 

zu entlassen. - Wiihrend diese Gestalt im Koptischen "Gestalt" oder 
"Lichtgestalt" heiBt, sagt der zitierte alttiirkische Text T II K 2a 49 

ikinti griw. Griw ist das hier ins Alttiirkische entlehnte, uns aus 
dem Parthischen bekannte Wort, sodaB man diesen Begriff etwa mit 
"zweites Selbst" iibersetzen muB. DaB wir es hier mit einem Aquivalent 
fUr die Lichtgestalt zu tun haben, ist wegen der sachlichen Verwandt
schaft der Texte sicher. 50 Diese Hypostase als eine "zweite" im Ver
hiiltnis zum irdischen Electus und Katechumen zu bezeichnen, erscheint 
nach dem bisher AusgefUhrten sehr sinnvoll. 

Es erhebt sich nun die Frage, ob im Arabischen mit dem Begriff 
"Zweite Gestalt" eine Kombination beider Bezeichnungen vorliegt. Wir 
miissen hier noch einen weiteren Fihrist-Text besprechen, weil er zur 

47 "Die dritte (Kraft) ist die Licht-Gestalt (morphe), welche die Electi und die Kate
chumenen annehmen, wenn sie der Welt entsagen". 

48 Allberry (ErJb 1939, 132) hiilt den Begriff fUr letztlich platonisch und findet einen 
Reflex davon in der "Bibliothek" des Photius in einem Zitat des Philosophen Hierokles. 
"Der Begriff des metaggismos (Jackson, JAOS 45, 1925,246-268; s. auch Epiphanius, 
Panarion, LXVI, 62 mit Holls Anm.) bedeutet wortlich den 'Wechsel des Geflil3es (to 
aggos), das Umgiel3en' ... Der von Mani gebrauchte syr. Ausdruck taspikii "EingieBen" 
ist bei Titus v. Bostra, 138,13 de Lagarde, sowie bei Ephriim, Prose Refut. 130,37 
Mitchell erhalten" (All berry, aa.O. Anm. I u. 2). Vgl. Hymn. 218,6; Hom. 27,6; 
Keph. 21,31; 87, 12; 115,24; 223,30; 224, 18; 225, 10.28; 240, Ilf. 

49 Turk. Man. I, 22. 
50 Das "zweite Selbst" wird als OZ sfnli"y ogdir "der mit eigenen Gliedern ausge

staUete Lohn" erkliirt. Die Bedeutung von ogdir "Lohn, Preis", die v. Le Coq 
in Turk. Man. I, 22 und 42f. noch nicht angeben konnte, jetzt bei A. v. Gabain, 
Altturkische Grammatik, 322. 
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Klarung speziell der Formulierung "Zweite Gestalt" notig ist, welche 
viel Verwirrung gestiftet hat. Es handelt sieh urn Fihr. 332,27 - 333,3. 

27 "Wie der Mensch in die Religion (din) eintreten soli. 
28 Er (Mani) sagt : Wer in die Religion eintreten will, dem obliegt es, daB 

er sich selbst priife. Wenn er dann einsieht, daB er die 
29 Sinnenlust und die Habgier zu beherrschen, auf den GenuB aller Arten 

von Fleisch, auf Weintrinken und den ehelichen Beischlaf zu verzichten 
und sich des Schlidlichen des Wassers und Feuers sowie der Zauberei 
und der Heuchelei zu enthalten vermag, 

30 so moge er in die Religion eintreten. Wenn er aber alles dieses nicht 
vermag, dann soli er nicht in die Religion eintreten. Wenn er die 
Religion zwar Iiebt, 
jedoch die Sinnenlust und die Habgier nicht zu beherrschen vermag, 
dann mache er sich die Bewahrung der Religion und der Electi (~if.za 

d-dini wa!j-!fiddiqina) zunutze und habe (verschaffe sich) im Gegensatz 
zu seinen bosen 

2 Werken Zeiten, in denen er frei ist zur Tlitigkeit Carnal), Rechtschaffen
heit (birr), nlichtlichen Wachsamkeit (tahaggud), (Fiir)bitte (mas'ala) und 
Demut (ta¢arru'); denn das macht ihn jetzt 

3 und in Zukunft zufrieden, und seine Gestalt wird im jenseitigen Leben 
(rna' ad) die Zweite Gestalt (~-~ura al-laniya) sein, von der wir, so Gott 
will, im Folgenden sprechen werden." 

Dieser Absehnitt faBt die untersehiedliehen Pfliehten von Eleeti und 
Auditores zusammen. Der Auditor, d.h. derjenige, der dem Mani
ehaismus dienen, aber nieht voll angehoren moehte, ist in 333, 1 
genannt; mit denselben Begriffen wie dort wird er in 335, 18f. (al-I:ziifi~u 
se. lid-dini walil-birri wali!j-!jiddiqina) besehrieben. Der obige Text, der 
von Ibn an-Nadim (wie hier nieht weiter gezeigt werden kann) der 
gleiehen Quelle entnommen ist, verweist am SehluB zur Erklarung 
der "Zweiten Gestalt" ganz offensiehtlieh auf diese Stelle 335,18f. 
Hier entsteht eine Sehwierigkeit dadureh, daB die gesehilderte Erlosung 
gegeniiber der des Eleetus zweiten Ranges ist, weil die Seele noeh 
Generationen lang auf der Seelenwanderung (metaggismos/taraddud, 
Z. 23) bleiben muB. Einerseits wird die Faktizitat der Erlosung beriehtet, 
ohne die die Liehtgestalt des Kateehumenen sinnlos ist, andererseits 
bleibt der Zustand weiteren Gebundenseins in die Hyle (Z. 21 f.) 
bestehen, sodaB die Liehtgestalt des Kateehumenen nieht diesel be 
Aufgabe erfiillen kann wie die des Eleetus und ihr gegeniiber zweit
rangig wird. Offenbar wird auf diesen Saehverhalt angespielt, wenn 
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im Abschnitt Fihr. 332,27 - 333, 3 nur (in 333, 3) die Gestalt des 
Auditors 51 als "Zweite Gestalt" im ma"ad bezeichnet wird. Wollte 
man der Tatsache, daB eine Seele auch nach ihrer Wanderung z.Bsp. 
durch Pflanzen oder Auditores zuletzt doch nur in einem Electus zur 
Erlosung kommen konnte, keine Rechnung tragen, sondern in einem 
padinetisch-kasuistischen Text wie Fihr. 332,27 ff.52 schon dem 
empirischen Auditor aus seelsorgerlichen Grunden als Belohnung fUr 
seine Verdienste die geziemende Stellung im ma" ad anweisen, so muBte 
man sich auf das genannte Dilemma zwischen Aussicht auf Erlosung 
(wie beim Electus) und Ankiindigung weiterer Seelenwanderung ein
lassen. Die Bezeichnung der "Gestalt" des Auditors als "Zweite Gestalt 
(sc. Licht-Gestalt)" (sc. nach der des Electus) ware dann der Ausdruck 
dieses Dilemmas. 53 

Es laBt sich nur vermuten, warum in Fihr. 335,9ff. diese ,,(Licht-) 
Gestalt" des Auditors, obwohl auf sie verwiesen wird, expressis verbis 
nicht auftaucht. Einmal ist ja dort von den geleitenden Gottern nur 
zusammenfassend die Rede, nachdem sie beim Electus etwas detail
lierter genannt waren. Zum andern wohl deshalb, weil die "Gestalt" 
des Electus von der Jungfrau (s. gleich) verdrangt worden ist (sonst 
hiitte man diese die "erste Gestalt" nennen miissen); zum dritten 
wird in einem Zusammenhang, der die Dinge rein von den Verhaltnis
sen im Jenseits und nicht vom Standpunkt des zu ermunternden Audi
tors aus betrachtet, fUr eine rangmaBige Anordnung der ,,(Licht-) 
Gestalten" kein AnlaB bestanden haben, da das Schick sal ihrer irdischen 
Abbilder ohnehin feststand. 

Die "Zweite Gestalt" von Fihr. 333,3 ist demnach keine Parallele 

51 In diesem Abschnitt scheint zwischen dem empirischen Auditor und seinem 
eschatologischen Typus, d.h. seiner Lichtgestalt, nicht unterschieden zu sein; deshalb 
kann auf ihn mitsamt seiner Lichtgestalt in 335, 18 f. verwiesen werden, wobei man 
auch in 335,18 f. auf gesonderte Erwiihnung der Lichtgestalt verzichten kann. Moglich 
ist aber auch, daB mit "seine Gestalt" nicht seine irdisch-empirische, sondern seine 
Lichtgestalt gemeint ist so wie im Koptischen mit dem einfachen morphe. In diesem 
Falle ergibt sich die fUr diesen Text vorgeschlagene Bedeutung von "Zweite Gestalt" 
noch eindeutiger. 

52 Bei Colpe, SHR 21, 403f. wird dieser Text unter einer anderen Fragestellung als 
hier, niimlich form- und iiberlieferungsgeschichtlich, untersucht. Soweit sich diese Frage
stellung mit der hier leitenden beriihrt, konnten einige Formulierungen von dort iiber
nommen werden. 

53 So deutet es schon Fliigel, Mani, 286, an. 
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zu ikinti griw, obwohl in beiden Hillen eine Lichtgestalt gemeint ist 
Nach der arabischen Terminologie ware eine (nicht bezeugte) "Erste 
Gestalt" die Lichtgestalt des Electus, so wie die "Zweite Gestalt" die 
Lichtgestalt des Katechumenen ist Nach der alttiirkischen Termino
logie ware ein (nicht bezeugtes) "erstes griw" der irdische Electus, 
so wie das "zweite griw" seine Lichtgestalt isL 54 

Wenn nun in Fihr, 335,12 gesagt wird, daB die Lichtjungfrau dem 
erlosten ~iddiq/Electus ahnelt, dann hat sie Ziige der Lichtgestalt 
angenommen, Das ist die einsichtige Konsequenz des spatmanichaischen 
Bestrebens, die Jungfrau auch an der posthumen Lichtauslauterung 
zu beteiligen, bei der die Lichtgestalt ja von Anfang an ihren Platz 
hat Da in der manichaischen Theologie zwischen Figuren, die durch 
Verschiebungen im System verwandte Funktionen gewinnen, auch hypo
statische Beziehungen hergestellt werden - das zeigte sich ja auch 
bei der Beziehung der J ungfrau zum Geleitenden Wei sen 55 -, wurde hier 
eine Eigenschaft der Lichtgestalt auf die Lichtjungfrau iibertragen, 
Als religionsgeschichtlichen Nachfahren der daenii weist uns die Jung
frau damit auf die Lichtgestalt hin. 

Sie hat im Vergleich mit der daenii vor der Jungfrau wenigstens 
dies voraus, daB sie gleichfalls durch die Taten des Menschen gebildet 
wird. 56 Hier muB zwischen daenii und Lichtgestalt in der Tat eine 
mythographische Beziehung vorliegen. Polotsky's Definition 57, daB die 
Lichtgestalt des Verstorbenen "sichtbarlich seine Berechtigung dartut, 
... als Erloster zum Lichtreich aufzusteigen", wiirde auch auf die daenii 
passen, die er gar nicht in Betracht gezogen hat Vielleicht hat Mani 
diese Figur tatsachlich iibernommen, wie manch andere. Aber dann 
ist es selbstverstandlich, daB auch sie - ganz ahnlich wie Vohu Manah 
- im Sinne seines Systems neu gedeutet ist: die Lichtgestalt ist nicht 
nur das sichtbare Symbol der Erlosungswiirdigkeit der Seele, sondern 

54 Die "Zweite Gestalt" ist also kein Nachklang des zoroastrischen "kiinftigen 
Korpers", womit die "Ietzte Existenzform" bezeichnet wird, "welche dem Universum 
gegeben wird, nachdem der jetzt im Gange befindliche Zyklus der Millennien ver
gangen ist", "die nachste Welt, die Ewigkeit" : Nyberg, Manual, 2, 190. Belege zumeist 
aus dem Menoig xrad a.a.D. s.v. tan i pasen. Vgl. Zaehner, Teachings, 139-150. 

55 Siehe oben bei Anm. 24. 
56 Keph. 225, 17-29. 
57 Museon 1934,271 = Collected Papers 672 (vgl. oben Anm. 46). 
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auch ihre aktive Erloserin,58 welche sie "rettet 59 von der Finsternis 
ab bis zum Lichte". 60 Damit ist am entscheidenden Punkte in der 
bekannten Weise die KontinuiHit zur zoroastrischen Vorstellung auf
gegeben; eine neue erlosende Figur ist entstanden, die als solche im 
Zoroastrismus neben Ohrmazd kein Recht hatte. Au13erdem wird in 
Keph. 225, 17-29 - auch hier erlosend, so weit moglich! - dem 
Katechumenen eine Lichtgestalt zugeteilt, d.h. dem weder ganz guten 
noch ganz bosen Menschen. Das gilt einer Figur, die im spateren 
Zoroastrismus nicht zu einem festen besonderen Menschen- bzw. 
Gemeindeglied-Typus gemacht worden ist. 61 

Quispel stellt gegen Schlu13 seiner Untersuchung (p. 157) fest: "Mani 
hat sein eigenes religioses Erlebnis, die Begegnung mit dem Zwilling, 
institutionalisiert und fUr die Mitglieder seiner Religion verbindlich 
gemacht." Er weist darauf hin (p. 156), in welcher Weise "der Erloser, 
dieses Selbst, dann doch auch wieder von Menschen, zu denen er 
gehort, erlost wird", und (p. 157) wie "die Ansicht, da13 die Gottheit 
sich durch Vermittlung dieser dualitudo verwirklicht und erlost", weiter
hin verbindlich bleibt, bzw. wie das gottliche "Interesse daran, da13 
der Mensch seine Aufgabe erfUllt, weil (die Gottheit) dadurch selbst 
aus der Umklammerung mit der Materie erlost wird", auch nach 
erfolgter Institutionalisierung lebendig erhalten wird. Das ist richtig. 
Die vorstehende kurze Untersuchung sollte zeigen, da13 nach der 
Institutionalisierung aber auch noch etwas anderes eintreten konnte: 
die Verselbstandigung der Selbst-Erfahrung zu einer fast dinglichen 
Symbolik, danach gar deren Multiplikation, soda13 Kombination, Aus
tausch und Neubildung von Begriffen moglich wird. Hier scheint dann 
die terminologische Ausgestaltung und Weiterbildung ciner Lehre bis 
hin zum scholastischen Distinktionsspiel wichtiger zu werden als das 
Instandhalten mythographischer Beziehungen, wichtiger auch als das 
Bewu13thalten der "Polaritat" von "Bild und Ebenbild, Mensch und 
Zwillingsbruder, Seele und Geist, Ich und Selbst." 

58 Keph. 41, 20f. 
59 1. nessatoy, von sote, cf. Z. 21. 
60 Keph. 41, 12. 
60 Vgl. Co1pe. Or. Suec. 1978/79, 136f. 
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THE ANGELS OF THE NATIONS AND THE ORIGINS 

OF GNOSTIC DUALISM 

lOAN P. CULIANU 
(Groningen) 

Professor G. Quispel was the first scholar after World War II who 
criticized the ideas of the religionsgeschichtliche Schule concerning the 
origins of Gnostic dualism. According to him, the background of 
Gnosticism is Jewish. 

The impact of Professor Quispel's studies on modern scholarship is 
well known and needs no further introduction. In particular, he studied 
Jewish angelology in order to show the analogies between the heavenly 
beings in the Jewish beliefs and the Gnostic hypostases. That is why 
we scarcely could imagine a more appropriate subject for a paper in a 
volume in his honor than the relation between the Jewish Angels of the 
Nations and the origins of Gnostic dualism. A basic contribution to 
the study of this problem was published by the late E. Peterson, one of 
Professor Quispel's masters. And Professor Quispel himself is the author 
of the hypothesis that we share in this article, namely that the back
ground of the Gnostic demiurge is Jewish. 

The hypothesis of the Jewish origin of Gnostic dualism already had 
been sponsored by some scholars of the XIXth century, beginning 
with H. Graetz.! Graetz and his followers certainly were wrong in their 
demonstrations, because they confused two distinct concepts, namely 
ditheism (or binitarianism) and dualism. Some Jewish pre-Christian 
doctrines actually were acquainted with the idea of a second god, who 
was sometimes held responsible for the creation of the world. This 
second divine being was usually an angel of the Lord, who obeyed His 
orders and who by no means had any evil intent towards Him. The 
earliest rabbinic evidence concerning the condemnation of this ditheistic 
heresy belongs to the lInd cent. A.D., but Philo of Alexandria had 

1 H. Graetz, Gnosticismus und Judenthum, Krotoschin 1846. 
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previously discussed the hypothesis of two Gods. 2 Therefore, it is 
possible to state that the doctrine was pre-Christian. It is also possible 
to state, with absolute certainty, that the doctrine was not dualistic. 
Radical dualism involves the coeternity of two antagonistic principles, 
while mitigated dualism involves a discontinuity in the expanding of 
Being. Jewish binitarianism did not fit either the first or the second 
kinds of dualism. 

Nevertheless, some of the Jewish ditheists seem to have believed 
that the world had been created by an angel of the Lord. The same idea 
is present in certain Gnostics, such as Simon Magus or Cerinthus. 
Thus it is likely that, in a dualistic climate, the Lord's angel might 
have been changed into the evil demiurge of the world. In other 
words, the problem is not to state whether the background of the 
gnostic demiurge is Jewish or not, but what are the reasons why a 
good angel becomes an evil one, i.e., what are the origins of the 
dualistic Zeitgeist of that period. 

1. The main hypotheses concerning the formation of Gnostic dualism 
are the following: 

a) Gnostic dualism originates in Iran. This theory has been sponsored 
by the religionsgeschichtliche Schule. There are very strong arguments 
against it, namely that Zoroastrian dualism is procosmical, not anti
cosmical. Moreover, relevant evidence of Mazdaean dualism may 
belong to a period posterior to the IInd_IIpd cent. A.D. 

b) Gnostic dualism originates from Orphic, Pythagorean and Platonic 
dualism. The scholars holding this hypothesis like to recall the analogies 
between the fall of the soul in Plato's ontology and the fall of a divine 
hypostasis in the mitigated Gnostic dualism. They also point out that 
Orphism, Empedocle's doctrine and, very likely, Pythagoreanism, were 
anticosmic. 

The opponents of this theory reject it on reason of its merely 
phenomenological character. 

c) The background of Gnostic dualism is Jewish. According to this 
socio-psychological theory, Gnostic dualism represents the fatal issue 
of the events of 70. 

2 Cf. A. F. Segal, Two Powers in Heaven, Early Rabbinic Reports about Christianity 
and Gnosticism, Leiden 1977, 159-79. 
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Some scholars use to reject this hypothesis, since the strong anti-Jewish 
features of Gnostic speculations seem incompatible with a Jewish back
ground thereof. That is why one of the challengers of this theory tried 
to demonstrate that 

d) Gnostic dualism originates in Samaria, i.e., in a Jewish milieu 
fostering strong anti-Jewish feelings. We shall not discuss here this last 
hypothesis. 

It seems very likely that hypothesis c), if considered carefully, stands 
to reason. After the events of 70 and 135, even the most conservative 
Jewish circles, when confronted with the problem of theodicy, may 
have rejected a God who failed, if only in order to preserve the idea 
of transcendence itself. Because the Jewish God had a strong national 
character, he was the heavenly guardian of Israel, in opposition with 
the mere angels, who were the guardians of the other nations. A defeated 
god is no almighty god. That is why such a god might have been sacrificed, 
in order to save the idea of divinity. 

2. At first sight, our hypothesis looks very shocking, may be even 
rash. But it is not, when one thinks of the immediate, concrete political 
advantages that the Jewish people were expecting from the position 
of their God. As a matter of fact, all the nations of the earth were 
supposed to have representatives in heaven. These latter were mere 
angels, while the representative of the Jewish nation was God himself, 
i.e., the supreme head of all heavenly beings. This idea is certainly as 
early as the lInd century B.c., while the national angels might belong 
to a still earlier period. 3 The Hebrew original of the Dt. 32, 8 reads: 
"the Highest ... set borders between the peoples, according to the number 
of the children of Israel" (thus the Vulgate: "iuxta numerum filiorum 
Israel"). The same place in the LXX reads: "according to the number 
of the children of GOd",4 i.e. of the angels. And the passage reads 

3 According to W. Bousset, the expression "heavenly army" in Dt. 4,19 and 17,3 
(which actually means "stars": cf. W. Bousset, Die Religionen des ludentums in spdt
hellenistischen Zeitalter, hrgg. von H. Gressmann, Tiibingen 19263 , 321-2) would mean 
"national angels" (ibid., 324). I Scheftelowitz, Die altpersische Religion und das luden
tum. Unterscheide, Ubereinstimmungen und gegenseitigen Beeinjlussungen, Giessen 1920, 
156, does not agree with Bousset. For Scheftelowitz, the origin of the "angels of 
the peoples" is to be sought in passages as Dt. 29,25, Dan. 10,13.20 or Sir. 17,17, 
where the gods of different nations represent their lands before God. 

4 Cf. Bousset-Gressmann, 324-5; E. Peterson, Das Problem des Nationalismus im 
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further on : "pars autem Domini populus eius, Iacob funiculus hereditatis 
eius" (32, 9). According to the LXX, one should assume that God has 
allotted all territories upon the earth to his angels, in such a way as to 
assign each angel one nation. Only the people of Israel are directly 
dependant upon God himself. The consequence thereof is (to put it 
with E. Peterson's words) that "das Verhaltnis Israels zu den Nationen 
primiir gar nicht als ein Verhiiltnis von Volk zu Volk, sondern als eines 
von Gott zu den Engeln der Volker aufgefasst ist".5 Beginning with the 
lInd cent. B.c., the evidence concerning this belief is particularly rich: 
Sirah 24, 12, Jubilees 15,31 f., etc. 6 The Book of Daniel tells about 
the angel of the Persians (10,13.20) and the angel of the Greeks (10, 
20). Here, however, the guardian of the Jews is not God himself, but 
Michael (10,13.21), "one of the most important angelic Princes". The 
Ethiopian Book of Enoch is acquainted with the same idea. 7 At any 
rate, Michael is superior to the other national angels: "uni vera qui in 
archangelis erat maximus sorte dato est dispensatio eorum qui prae 
ceteris omnibus excelsi dei cultum atque scientiam receperunt". 8 

The interpretation of another biblical passage sheds further light on 
the otherwise faint shapes of the national angels: Isaiah 24,21-2. 
According to the exegesis of this passage, the heavenly angels of the 
peoples are responsible for the military and political actions of the 
worldly kings.9 In the Babylonian Talmud, this old idea is pointed 
out very clearly: "No nation is punished unless its divinity is also 
punished together with it".lO That means that political troubles are 
not consented to by God, but they nevertheless originate from above, 
from the free will of the angels. Already in the 1" cent. A.D., the belief 
that the national angels were engaged in war with one another, in 

Alten Christen tum, in Fruhkirche, Judentum und Gnosis, Rome-Freiburg-Vienna 1959, 
51. According to R. Dussaud and O. Eisfeldt, this episode (Dt. 32,8) derives from 
the Canaanite mythology, namely from the partition of the lands according to the 
number of the sons of EI. Israel would be a Massoretic transformation of the name EI. 

5 Peterson, I.c., 52. 
6 Cf. Peterson, ibid.; H. Bietenhard, Die himmlische Welt im Urchristentum und 

Spiitjudentum, Tiibingen 1951, 109-10. Cf. Iren., Adv. haer. III, II: "populum autem, 
qui credit Deo, jam non esse sub angelorum potestate, sed sub Domini. Facta est enim 
portio Domini, populus eius Jacob, funiculum haereditatis eius Israel". 

7 1 En. 20,5; cf. Bietenhard, 109. 
8 Ps.-Clem. Recognitiones 11,42; cf. Peterson, 52. 
9 Is. 24,21. 22; cf. Bietenhard, 109-10; rabbinic interpretations ap. Bietenhard, 111 ff. 
10 bSukka 29a, baraitha. 
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the same manner as the peoples whose celestial representatives and 
guardians they were was wide spread. Satan was usually very warlike, 
e.g. in the Ascension of Isaiah: "Ascendimus ego et ille (sc. the angel) 
super firmamentum, et vidi ibi prelium magnum sa thane (Ethiop. and 
Lat. Fr. : Samael) et virtutem ejus resistentem honoratie dei et unus 
erat prestantior alio in videndo, quia sicut est in terra tanto est in 
jirmamento, forme enim jirmamenti hic sunt in terra ". II 

3. In conclusion, the Jewish doctrine of the national angels is 
certainly as early as the lInd cent. B.c. According to this doctrine, the 
heavenly representative of the Jewish nation is God himself. The relation 
of the Jewish people to the other peoples of the earth is the same as the 
relation God's to the celestial angels. This belief derives from the inter
pretation of a passage of the Deuteronomy (32, 8), and is already present 
in the Wisdom of Jesus Sirah and in the Book of Jubilees. According 
to another tradition, which appears in 1 Enoch, ch. 20 and in the Book 
of Daniel (10,13.21), the heavenly guardian of the Jewish nation is 
the archangel Michael. 

Another belief, namely that the conflicts between the nations of the 
world reflect the conflicts between their celestial representatives, derives 
from the interpretation of a passage of Isaiah (24,21-2). 

There are further details concerning the national angels. Their number 
was 72 or 70, which was connected with the Babylonian calendar. 12 

Some of the national angels are given a name and an individuality. 
For instance, the people of Edom is protected by the angel Sammdet. 13 

Dubbiel is the prince angel (archon) of the Persians. 14 

II Asc. Is. VII,9-IO; 147-8. Tisserant. 
12 According to rabbinic sources, the number 70 would derive from Genesis II 

(cf. Targum Ps.- Yonathan in Gen. 11,8). For Western scholarship, the number 72 (70) 
derives from the Babylonian calendar, viz. from the 72 hamustu or 5-days "weeks": 
cf. W. Bousset, Hauptprobleme der Gnosis, Gottingen 1907, 358-60; Bousset-Gress
mann, 325-6; Bietenhard, 109. Number 70 appears in 1 Hen. 89, 59ff.; Ps.-Clem. Hom. 
18,4; hTestNaphth. 8; Targ.Ps.-Yonath. in Gen. 11,8. Number 72 occurs in Ps.-Clem. 
Rec. 2,42. According to Bousset, Hauptprobleme, I.c., 72(70) has a symbolic value. 

13 According to Scheftelowitz, 156, the national angel is also the king's protector 
(Solil 8; Shemot r. 21,5). That is why Esau, as patriarch of the people of Edom, is 
protected by the angel Samael (Bereshith r. 77; Tanhuma, Yelammedenu in Wayyishlah 
8). Same tradition in 3 Enoch 26, II - cf. also my article "Demonisation du cosmos" 
et dualisme gnostique, in RHR 98 (1979), 3-40, esp. 36. 

14 Ibid. 
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The same way, Tannaitic and more recent rabbinic evidence con
cerning the national angels can be ranged under the following headings: 

a) All nations have an angel as heavenly representative, except Israel, 
whose representative is God himself or the archangel Michael (in LXX, 
Dt. 32,8). According to the Jewish Testament of Naphthali, the language 
spoken in heaven is Hebrew, because Abraham, in choosing God as 
Lord of his people, has also chosen His language. 15 

b) The angels of the peoples are reponsible for the earthy disorders, 
as wars and the like (in Isaiah 24, 21-2). "When the peoples of the earth 
make war, their heavenly princes make war toO".16 A further develop
ment of this belief is that the national angels assist their peoples in 
fight. The angel of Egypt, when his people were sunk into the Red Sea, 
sought safety in flight. 1 7 

Another related idea is that the national angels act as a sort of 
ministers for their people at the heavenly court. They defend their 
own nation and bring accusations against others. Satan, Sammael 
and Dubbiel are the accusers of the Jewish people. 18 According to 
another tradition, Israel deserves no less punishment than others, 
for its idolatry and faithlessness. 19 

c) Another belief is a combination of the first two with an inter
pretation of Jacob's dream (Gen. 28, 10-22) or of Jacob's fight with 
the angel (Gen. 32,22-9). According to R. Meir (c. 150), the angels 
getting up and down the ladder are the national angels. 20 Jacob saw 
the angels of Babylon, of the Medes, Greeks and of Edom (Rome) 
getting down the ladder. That meant that their rulership over the 
world has come to an end. Shemuel b. Nahman (c. 260) states further 
that the respective lengths of the reigns of the first three angels were 
70, 52 and 180 years. 

R. Hama b. Haninah (c. 250) is persuaded that Jacob fought against 

15 hTestNaphth. 8ff. ;jMegi/lah 1,71 b, 44, ap. Bietenhard, Ill. The tradition descends 
from Jub. 15,31-2 - cf. Peterson, 52. 

16 Emek hammelek 173, ap. Bietenhard, III n. I. 
17 Mekiltha in Ex. 15, I. According to R. Eleazar b. Pedath (c. 276), Misrayim, 

the angel of Egypt, is foreseen with wings - cf. Peterson, 53-4 n. 5. 
18 3 Hen. 26, II. 
19 Assigned to Eleazar de Modein (ob. 135), Midr. in Ps. 1,20; to R. Yehuda b. 

Shimon (c. 320), Shir r. in Cant. 8,8, ap. Bietenhard, 109. 
20 Pesikta 15Ia. 
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Sammael, the angel of Edom, and this fight foretells Israel's fight 
against Rome. 21 

4. Sammael's Identity. We already came across the name Sammael 
in the Ethiopian and the Latin fragmentary version of the Ascension 
of Isaiah. The name also occurs in Jewish texts not earlier than the 
IIl'd cent. A.D., as Bereshith rabba, Tanhuma and 3 Enoch. In all this 
later evidence, he is identified with the angel of Edom (Rome). According 
to an older tradition, the name Sammael is given the Angel of Death, 
who already receives the title of kosmokrator from R. Eliezer b. R. Jose 
Haggelili (c. 150).22 It is likely that Sammael was one of the most 
repellent heavenly beins for the Jewish intelligentia at the end of the 
Tannaim. This is also proved by an etymological attempt to make 
his name descend from sam 'el, "God's poison".23 The Prince (archon) 
of the Roman people is also frequently given the title of "Prince of 
the World" (sar ha-olam, archon tou kosmou). 

5. The Prince of the World. In the Martyrium Isaiae, the title "Power 
of this World" is given Beliar or Matanbukus, "the angel of iniquity". 24 
The title "Prince of this World" appears twice in the Ascension of Isaiah, 
indicating the chief of the evil angels. 25 In the Apocalypse of Abraham 
(end 1'1 cent. or beginning lInd cent. A.D.), Azazel, the head of the 
evil army of the heavens, is Lord of the peoples of the world, i.e., chief 
of the national angels. 26 

The title of "Prince of the World" had originally no negative meaning: 
in the rabbinic literature it is once given the archangel Michael. 27 The 
"Prince of the World" was simply the head of the angelic princes 
(archontes) of the nations. From the 1'1 cent. A.D. on, the Prince of 
the World is identified with Satan, the evil angel, under one of his 
names: Beliar, Azazel, or - not the least - Sammael, the angel of 

21 Bietenhard, 112-13. 
22 Bietenhard, 116. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Asc. Is. II 4; 93 Tisserant. 
25 Asc. Is. I 3, and X 29 Tisserant 86 and 201, resp.: only Ethiopian and Slavonic 

versions. 
26 Apoc. Abrah. 14, 5 f. ; 20, 5; 22, 6. 
27 Pirke R. Eliezer 27. 
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the Romans. Under the features of this new angelic character, one 
may recognize four distinct traditional figures: 

1) Satan - a generic name for the angel of iniquity who already 
occurs in the literature of the Maccabean times. 

2) The Prince of the World, i.e., the chief of the national angels. 
3) The Angel of Death, called Sammael. 
4) The Angel of Rome, called Sammael after the Exterminator. 
It is not difficult to understand the mental process by which a new 

heavenly entity is created from four previously distinct characters. 
Rome has conquered the world. Automatically, her angel becomes 

"Prince of the World", i.e., head of all the national archontes. But 
Rome represents the negative, satanic power which has subdued the 
people of God. Therefore, her angel must certainly be the angel of 
iniquity, Satan himself, under one of his names. The best name one 
can choose is surely Sammael, the Exterminator, because the Roman 
army had exterminated the Jewish people, the Roman angel had 
brought death and destruction everywhere. 

In conclusion, the political (and, therefore, religious) life of Israel is 
dominated, in the 1'1 cent. A.D., by a huge and terrifying black shadow: 
that of the Prince of the World, the archon of the Roman people, who 
was the same with the angel of iniquity and death. Other Jewish traditions 
will give us sufficient evidence to explain why this malefic angel 
becomes, in Gnosticism, the Creator of the world. 

6. Jewish Ditheism. Different rabbinic sources, the earliest of which 
is the Mekhilta, a lInd cent. midrash in Shemot,28 record a "heretical" 
doctrine, viz. that of STY RSWYWT BSMYM, "Two Heavenly 
Powers".29 The rabbinic evidence comes from Palestine and precedes 
the religious contact with Zoroastrianism in Amoraic Babylonia. The 
accursed doctrine, i.e. ditheism or binitarianism, derives from the inter
pretation of "dangerous" biblical passages, e.g. the (formal?) plural 
Elohim in Bereshith, the angel in Shemot 20f. or the Son of Man in 
Daniel 7,9. The RR. Yohannan and Simlai were the first to use 
grammar in order to fight the erroneous ideas at which the heretics 

28 Cf. G. Foot Moore, Judaism in the first centuries of the Christian Era. The Age 
of the Tannaim, I, Cambridge 1946, 135 f. 

29 A. F. Segal, 33 f. 
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had arrived. 30 The Jewish ditheism was certainly pre-Christian, since 
Philo of Alexandria already discussed in his works the hypothesis of 
two Gods. 31 

All this evidence is in complete agreement with the - very recent: 
Xth cent. - statement of Al-Qirqisfml concerning the pre-Christian 
Jewish sect of the Magharians. 32 The Magharians believed that God 
himself was not directly responsible for the creation of the world. 
The world had been created by a lieutenant of God, an angel of his 
court. According to G. Quispel, these Jews were certainly aware of 
the contradiction between the non-anthropomorphic features of their 
God and the anthropomorphic ways used to create the world (through 
the word, by handicraft), as described in the Genesis. Their reasoning 
was logically rigorous. 

The idea that an angel of the Lord is the creator of the world is assigned 
to Simon Magus by the Pseudo-Clementine Recognitiones 33 and to 
Cerinthus by Irenaeus 34 and by Pseudo-Tertullian. 35 The same belief 
was also shared by other Gnostics. 36 Thus, it is likely that Simon 
Magus borrowed the idea of a second Creator from the Magharians, 
i.e., from representatives of the heresy of "Two Powers in Heaven", 
but this second Creator became, in the Samaritan gnosis, the God of 
the Jews. 37 One may certainly infer that Simon's perverse interpretation 
was meant to put in a bad light the God of his neighbours, i.e., to show 
that he was only an angel of the true Lord. 

On the other hand, there is enough evidence that the apocalyptic 

30 Segal, ISO. 
31 Segal, 159 ff. 
32 Cf. L. Nemoy, AI-Qirqistini's "Account of the Jewish Sects", in HUCA 7, 1930, 

317-47; H. Wolfson, The pre-existent angel of the Magharians and AI-Nahtiwandi, in 
Jewish Quarterly Review II, 1960, 97; G. Quispel, The Origins of the Gnostic Demiurge, 
in Gnostic Studies, vol. I, Istanbul 1974, 2 \3-19. 

33 Rec. 2,39 ap. Quispel, I.e., 216. 
34 Adv. haer. I 26, I : "non a primo deo factum esse mundum docuit, sed a virtute 

quadam valde separata et distante ab ea principalitate quae est super universa et ignorante 
eum qui est super omnia deum ". 

35 Adv. omn. haer. 3: "nam et ipse mundum institutum esse ab angelis dicit ... ipsam 
quoque legem ab angelis data perhibens, Judaeorum deum non dominum, sed angelum 
promens". 

36 Sources in Quispe1, 219. 
37 Rec. 2,57; Quispel, 216. 
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and rabbinic literature emphasize the idea of God's lieutenant, warning 
the believers that this angel is not God himself. 

7. The Lieutenant of God. The strange informations of Genesis 5, 18-24 
concerning Enoch gave rise to a rich legendary tradition. Enoch was 
held able to ascend to the heavens in order to learn the secrets of 
astronomy,38 to contemplate God's world,39 or to gain information 
concerning the coming Messiah.40 He was instructed in all secret 
doctrines, he knew all things that have been and all things to come, 
in the heaven and on the earth.41 According to the Book of Jubilees 
(4,23), Enoch had been set in the Garden of Eden as a scribe and 
archivist of God's jUdgments. He was a sort of Jewish cultural hero, 
who taught men the alphabet, the sciences ~ especially astronomy ~, 
and wisdom.42 He was a great visionary, knower of all visible and 
invisible things.43 In the Slavonic Book of Enoch, God sends to 
him the archangel Vrevoel, in order to promote him to the rank of 
heavenly scribe.44 An angel and, later on, God himself have taught 
him the secrets of Creation (ma'aseh bereshith) and of the Universe 
(ma'aseh merkdbdh). According to the Testament of Abraham (10,8-
11, 3), he is the scribe-angel, whose records are carried by the Cherubim. 
He is the mediator between God and men 45 and even between God 
and his angels.46 He bears the mysterious title of "Son of Man"47 
and he is the chief of the Just in heaven. 

In more recent texts from Amoraic Babylonia, Enoch is identified with 
the angel Metatron: "Enoch ... has been caught by the Word of 
God and has been set in heaven and has received the name of Metatron, 
the Great Scribe".48 This tradition is further developed in the Hebrew 
Book of Enoch. In the beginning, Enoch-Metatron, God's messenger, 

38 1 En. 72-82. 
39 1 En. 14. 
40 1 En. B. 
41 2 En. 24fT. 
42 Jub. 4, 17-23. 
43 Cf. Bietenhard, 143 fT. 
44 2 En. 22fT. 
45 2 En. 64,4. 
46 1 En. 13,3/ 
47 1 En. 71,14-17. 
48 Targ. Ps.- Yon. in Gen. 5,24. 
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is the angelus interpres who reveals to R. Yishmael b. Elisha the 
secrets of the 7th sky 'Araboth. He bears the title of sar ha-panim, 
"Prince of the Face" or of the Presence of the Lord. In fact, he is no 
one else than Enoch, who has been promoted to this high angelic dignity 
in spite of the protests of the "old" angels Uzza, Azza and Azzae1.49 

Because of his quick career, he is called "young", na 'ar. 50 He is also 
the only celestial being born of a woman, and therefore he is called 
"unique between the sons of heaven".51 As God's lieutenant, he is 
YHWH HQTWN, "Lesser Yahveh". He has 70 names, corresponding 
to the 70 names God's and to the 70 peoples of the earth. He is foreseen 
with 72 wings, each one as great as the whole world, and with 365 eyes, 
each one as big as the sun. His throne looks like God's throne and 
his crown has 49 (7 x 7) precious stones in which the magic words 
of the Creation are engraved. 52 As a Prince of the Angels, he is also 
the chief of the national angels and, accordingly, he is given the 
title of SR H"WLM, "Prince of the World".53 

The name Metatron is connected with the legend of the four who 
entered the pardes. Elisha b. Abuya, also known as Aher ("Other"), 
becomes, according to this legend, the champion of the binitarian 
heresy. When glimpsing Metatron's throne and the angelic scribe who 
does not stand before God (because he is too busy writing in his books !), 
Aher cannot keep himself from thinking: "Perhaps - God forfend! -
there are two Powers".54 After such a reprovable mistake, poor Aher 
is doomed to be an heretic. On the other hand, Metatron is punished 
too, because he misled Aher through his sitting position. 55 

Metatron's story is likely to be only an Amoraic addition to the 
legend of the four who entered the pardes. 56 Anyway, the figure 
of a God's lieutenant is by no means recent. The heavenly guardian 
of Israel, the angel who presides upon the Judgment, the heavenly 
writer or the psychopompe belong already to the early traditions of 

49 2 En. 4,5-6. 
50 3 En. 3,2; 4, 10. 
51 3 En. 48, I C. 
52 Bietenhard, 152-3. 
53 3 En. 10,3; 14, I; 48,9 C. 
54 bHagigah 15a. 
55 bHag. 15a; 3 Hen. 16. 
56 Cf. Segal, 63. 
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1 Enoch, of the Book of Daniel and of the Jubilees. The archangel 
Michael plays a very important role in the apocalyptic and rabbinic 
sources. Other angels, such as Uriel (J Enoch) or Yahoel, are also 
leading figures in heaven. But, as far as we are concerned, the most 
interesting angels of the Tannaitic period are Melchizedek and 
Yeremiel. 
Melchizedek has been identified with the "Prince of Light" or "Angel 

of Truth" at Qumran. 57 In the eschatological midrashim discovered 
in cave 11 at Qumran, Melchizedek is the savior who, at the end of 
the days, will guide the exiled back to their land, in order to let them 
know that they are freed from sin. He is identified with Michael and 
will lead the celestial armies which are to destroy Belial and his evil 
angels. 

In the Sokolov manuscript of 2 Enoch, Melchizedek, born by miracle, 
is saved from the flood by the angel Michael and stays 40 days in the 
Garden of Eden. 58 He is called "the Great Priest from on high, 
Qod's Word and God's Power, who performs the greatest and the most 
glorious wonders".59 According to some Christian writers, the Asian 
Theodotus regarded Melchizedek as a great heavenly power, mediator 
and intercessor for the angels. 60 Origen and Didymus were acquainted 
with the idea that Melchizedek was an angel. 61 Later on, a group 
of Melchizedekian heretics 62 asserted that Melchizedek was God by 
nature, that he was the divine Logos. All these features - except perhaps 
the last two - are certainly not unknown to us: before Melchizedek, 
Enoch had been endowed with. That is to say that the legend of God's 
lieutenant existed as early as the lInd cent. B.c. 

As far as the angel Yeremiel is concerned, his name or kindred 
(Remeiel, Remiel, etc.) appear in the Ethiopian Book of Enoch. The 
Gizeh papyrus, ch. XX, adds to the list of the six holy angels the 
name ·PEJ.lEIT]A. On the contrary, "PUI-UT]A (or Rumael) is a fallen angel 
in the chapters VI and LXIX. 

57 cr. A. S. van der Woude, Melchizedek als himmlische Erlosergestalt in den neuge-
fundenen Midrashim aus Qumran Hohle XI, in OTS 14, 1965,354-73. 

58 2 En. 3,28-9 - cf. Segal, 194-5 n. 33. 
59 2 En. 3,24. 
60 Hipp. ref 7,36; Epiph. Pan. 55, I; Philast. haer. 52; PS.-Tert. adv. omn. haer. 

8 - cf. Segal, ibid. 
61 Hier. Ep. ad Euangelium 73,2. 
62 P.G. 65, col. 112a, ap. Segal, ibid. 
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The angelic name Remiel also occurs in the apocrypha IV Ezra 
and II Baruch, both composed during the same period (c. 70-135 A.D.). 
In both of these texts, the prophets converse with an angel (IV Ezra: 
Uriel). At a certain moment, both of them forget that they are before 
an angel, and call them with the name God. 63 

The Syrian text of II Baruch reads rm'il,64 exactly as IV Ezra 4,36. 
The Latin versions of IV Ezra give the following variants of the name: 

2 mss. : Uriel (1 ms. : Oriel) 
3 mss. : Remihel (Remiel) 
I ms. : Hieremihel (= p. 42 Violet 1910) 
I ms. : no name at all. 
Uriel is the lectio facilior, impossible in that context; Hieremihel derives 

from Ieremeel (Jeremy 36(43),26). The Georgian versions read Eremi 
and Uriel, the Ethiopian one reads Iyarumival, the Arab one reads 
Uriel. 65 The name also occurs in the family <I> of the Sibylline Oracles 
II 214-19: "When the incorruptible messengers of the immortal God 
will arrive, Heromiel, Uriel, Saniel and Azael ({;pOIlITJA OUPITJA O"UVITJA 
a~U11A), they who know how many sins everyone has already 
committed, they will lead all the souls of men out of the deep darkness 
for the Judgement before the Court of the Immortal and great God". 
The most astonishing information concerning the angel Yeremiel comes 
from an unknown Coptic apocalypse,66 where the name is spelled 
€P€MI HA, perhaps a deformation of Zp€MI HA. 67 This angel warns the 
visionary not to change him for God himself: "Take care, do not 
pray before me, I am not the Lord, the Almighty, I am the great angel 
Eremiel, the guardian of the abyss and of the hell, (I am the one) in 
whose hands are put all the souls of men from the end of the flood 
to date". A similar function was performed by the angel Uriel in 1 Enoch. 

In the apocryph II Baruch, Remiel is endowed with the same powers 
as Michael and Gabriel according to Jewish sources. 68 

63 II Bar. 7,2; 75, I; cf. L'Apoca/ypse syriaque de Baruch. Introd., trad. et comm. 
par P. Bogaert, Paris 1969, I, 426. 

64 55,3; 63,6 - cf. Bogaert, 428. 
65 Violet (1910),42 reads Remihe/. 
66 G. Steindorff, Die Apoka/ypse des Elias, eine unbekannte Apoka/ypse und Bruch

stucke des Sophonias-Apoka/ypse (TV XVII, 2), Leipzig 1899, 50-1 and 152. 
67 Bogaert, 431. 
68 Discussion in Bogaert, I, 432 and II, 117. 
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The hypothesis we share in this paper comes from P. Bogaert, who 
believes that the name (Ye)remiel is a changing of Yera/:tmeel, derived 
from the root RI:IM-. Close to it is the name Yeremeel, to be found in 
I Chronicles (2,25 - 7.33.42) and in Jeremiah 36(43),26. The forms 
Hieremihel, Iyrumiyal and Eremi in the different versions of IV Ezra, 
together with 'Epoj.ltllA in the Sibylline Oracles and 'Ep€j.ltllA in the 
Coptic apocalypse are also very close to YeraJ:tmeel. The name Yeremiel 
occurs again in another Coptic text quoted by P. Bogaert. 69 The author 
believes that the angels Uriel and (Ye)remiel are but "heavenly personi
fications" of the prophets Jeremiah and Uriyahu. 70 

At any rate, the etymology of these names is, for us, much less 
important than the episode (IV Ezra, II Baruch, Coptic unknown 
apocalypse) in which the visionaries have the tendency to interchange 
the two great heavenly beings for God himself. If we were right in our 
statements, although Metatron's episode might be an Amoraic addition 
to the legend of the four who entered the pardes, the idea that a visionary 
might have been misled by a Great Angel is not posterior to the I't cent. 
A.D. 

8. Conclusion. Jewish ditheism is certainly pre-Christian. In the I't 
century A.D. or earlier, the binitarian doctrine undergoes the following 
transformations: 

1) in the apocalypticallegends, God's lieutenant may be mistakenly 
exchanged for God himself; 

2) in the cosmogonical legends, God's lieutenant is assigned the 
creation of the world. 

On the other hand, the lieutenant of God, as a chief of the national 
angels, receives the title ofSR H'WLM, "Prince of the World". At the 
same time, this title was due the angel of Rome, since Rome was 
the master of the world. The angel of Rome was Sammael, who also 
was the angel of Death and was identified with Satan, God's challenger 
and chief of the evil angels. This way, the "Prince of the World" 
might become the Creator of the world: moreover, he might become 
the evil Creator of the world. 

69 C. D. G. Miiller, Die Bucher der Einsetzung der Erzengel Michael und Gabriel 
(CSCO 226, Ser. Copt. 32), Louvain 1962, 86, 14-22, ap. Bogaert, 436. 

70 Bogaert, 438. Uriyahu is a prophet who foretells the same things as Jeremiah, 
in Jer. 26, 20. 
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H. DORRIE 
(Miinster) 

Auf diesen Bliittern solI der Versuch unternommen werden, das 
religiose Denken und Empfinden Plutarchs von Chaironeia vergleichend 
und differenzierend zu dem der Gnosis, genauer zum Prae- oder 
Protognostizismus 1 in Beziehung zu setzen. 

I. 

Plutarch ist eine der wenigen Personlichkeiten der spiiteren Antike,2 
die durch ihre Schriften verliif31ichen Einblick 3 in ihr religioses Denken 
und Empfinden (antik gesprochen: ihr Wissen, ihre Philo sophie) ge
wiihren. Daher darf man mit alIer Sicherheit sagen: Plutarch war 
kein Gnostiker; es verbietet sich aber auch, ihn irgendwo auf der 
Entwicklungslinie einzuordnen, welche zur Gnosis hinftihrte. So muB 
es als voreilig abge1ehnt werden, Plutarch etwa zuzuschreiben, daB 
er an irgendwelchen StelIen 4 seiner Schriften Gnostisches repriisentiere 
oder gar davon "abhiinge".5 Mit derlei Vermutungen wird man der oft 
bewiesenen Eigenstiindigkeit Plutarchs nicht gerecht. 

1 Diese Termini werden in dem Sinne verwendet, der im documento finale (vgl. 
bes. BIll), erarbeitet auf dem Kongress zu Messina 1966, bezeichnet wird: Origini, 
XXI und XXXI. 

2 Man diirfte an die Seite Plutarchs wohl nur Phil on von Alexandreia stellen, dazu 
Plotin und in weitem zeitlichem Abstand Proklos. Wahrend seiner Lebenszeit (etwa 
50-130) steht Plutarch als ein Zeuge hellenistischer Religiositat ganz allein. Dieser Befund 
steht in lehrreichem Kontrast zu der Fiille religioser Aussagen, die das Christentum 
hervorgebracht hat. 

3 Plutarch ist oft falsch, meist zu vordergriindig verstanden worden; denn er teilt 
sein "Credo" nicht diskursiv, sondern in sorgniltig gewahlten Verschliisselungen mit. 
Dennoch darf der Einblick, den Plutarch gewahrt, als verlal3lich bezeichnet werden -
eine These, die unten S. 103 f. erhartet wird. 

4 Einen solchen Versuch hat Albert Torhoudt unternommen : Een onbekend gnostisch 
systeem in Plutarchus' De [side et Osiride, Lowen 1942. Seine These ist von der Mehr
zahl der damaligen Rezensenten abgelehnt worden; vgl. insbes. die eingehende Rez. 
von W. Theiler: Erasmus 2, 1949, 396-399. 

5 Bei J. Dupont: Gnosis, etc. 21960, 358 begegnet man, bei der Behandlung von 
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Auf der anderen Seite gilt dies: Plutarch ist mit seinem ganzen Wesen 
in einer Religiositat verwurzelt, die durch das Denken und das 
Empfinden des ausgehenden Hellenismus, in wichtigen Punkten durch 
Poseidonios von Apameia, gepragt ist. Das ist eben der Wurzel boden, 
dem die Gnosis sehr viel, vielleicht alles verdankte. GewiB wird sich 
auf diesem Wege das viel erorterte Problem, woher die Gnosis ihren 
Ursprung nahm, nicht bundig losen lassen; aber es wird sich ein 
kleiner, hoffentlich hilfreicher Beitrag zu der Thematik gewinnen lassen, 
die dem vorliegenden Bande gestellt ist: Gnosis and Hellenistic 
Religion. Denn es soll von den religiosen Bindungen eines Mannes die 
Rede sein, dem es am Herzen lag, eben die Probleme zu bewaltigen 
wie vor ihm und neben ihm die Gnostiker. 

II 

Der entscheidende Ausgangspunkt ist durch die Frage gegeben: 
Warum ist alles, was da besteht, von Entartung 6 bedroht? Man durfte 
diese Frage nicht auf die lapidare Formel1t69Ev 'til KUKU; verkurzen. 7 

Sondern es muB mit der Betonung gefragt werden: Wie kann es 
geschehen, daB etwas Werthaftes, an und fUr sich gut Geschaffenes durch 
das Bose zunachst infiziert, dann deformiert und schlieBlich zu etwas 
Wertwidrigem pervertiert wird? Da nicht nur einzelne Menschen, 
sondern ganze Staaten 8 von pervertierender Entartung bedroht sind, 
durfen offenbar "Gut" und "Bose" nicht als zwei GroBen angesehen 

Plutarch, Is. 2-3, dem befremdlichen Satz: W" il (Plutarque) depend d'une source 
alexandrine" -Iehrreiches Beispiel flir eine Katachrese. Der stilistische Mangel eroffnet 
den Blick auf die in der Sache unzutreffende Behauptung: Denn danach lieBe sich 
Plutarch durch eine Vorlage ("Quelle") dazu notigen, etwas zu behaupten, das mit 
seiner "Philosophie", d.h. mit seinem Gesamtkonzept von Gott und der Welt im Wider
spruch steht. Eine solche Behauptung muBte mit groBter Sorgfalt bewiesen werden. 
Da das nicht geschehen ist, darf hierauf mit Horaz, ars. poet. 188 geantwortet werden. 

6 Zu diesem Problem einige grundsatzliche Erwagungen im Art. Entwicklung, in 
RAe 5, 1961,476-504. 

7 Freilich ist man sich durchweg bewuBt, daB die Frage "woher?" die Frage nach 
der konstitutiven Besonderheit - ql\icrt~ - des Bosen involviert, so Hippolytos, ref 
1,19,23 = doxogr. 570,6. 

8 Den vielfachen Erorterungen, die zur Frage der besten Staatsverfassung angestellt 
wurden, lag die Uberlegung zu Grunde, daB eine wirklich gute Verfassung dem Umsturz 
- llE"ta~oAi] - entruckt sein musse. Insofern hat Platons Darlegung (vor allem im 
Staat, Buch 8), daB eine Entartung die andere nach sich ziehe, weithin nachgewirkt. 
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werden, die einander ausschlieBen;9 sondern das Bose verfiigt tiber 
eine Macht des Auflosens - KUtaAU£lV - wie sie den Schmarotzern 
im Tier- und Pflanzenreich zukommt. Dann aber muB dem "Guten" 
der Mangel zugeschrieben werden, daB es Geschopfe, die es hervor
gebracht hat und die dem Wesen nach zum Bereich des Guten gehoren, 
nicht derart zu "immunisieren" vermag, daB sie der schadlichen "Infek
tion" durch das Bose widerstehen. 

Das war eine durch vielerlei Erfahrung gesttitzte These, die schon 
Platon beunruhigt hatte. Denn wenn es zutrifft, daB das "Gute" von 
vornherein einen Defekt enthalt - dadurch namlich, daB es vor der 
Entartung nicht schtitzt, kann dann das Gute als das absolut Seiende 
definiert werden? Platon hat dieses Problem mehrmals bertihrt; 1 ° ins
besondere hatte die unvollendete Trilogie, die durch den Timaios er
off net werden sollte, die Aufgabe, hierauf eine Antwort zu geben. 
Am Beispiel des Volkes von Atlantis 11 sollte dargestellt werden, auf 
welche Weise etwas Werthaftes der Entartung und dem Untergang 
anheimfallen kann, selbst dann, wenn wie im Beispiel von Atlantis 
dieser Schopfung alle erdenklichen Vorztige, die besten Anlagen und 
eine vortreffliche Verfassung mitgegeben wurden. 

Oft genug hat sich Platon dem Gedanken widersetzt, daB dem Bosen 
eine eigene Macht zukomme ; er ist damit recht eigentlich zum Begrtinder 
einer weltbejahenden Haltung 12 geworden, die, ihrer Gegensatzlich
keit ungeachtet, die Stoa eben so gepragt hat wie den kaiserzeitlichen 
Platonismus. Indes ist Platon ein einziges Mal bereit gewesen, wenigstens 
im Bereich des Seelischen dem Bosen annahernd gleichen Rang zuzu
gestehen wie dem Guten 13; vor allem zieht er in Betracht, daB das 

9 Das ware dann der Fall, wenn man die Metapher "Licht und Schatten" auf 
diese Frage anwendet, also, aristotelisch ausgedriickt, das Bose als die crttpllcn~ des 
Guten ansieht. Hierzu nimmt (sicher nicht als erster) Plotin, Enn. I 8 [51] II ausfiihrlich 
Stellung. 

10 Neben Staat Buch 8 ist vor allem auf den sog. Mythos im Politikos 269 C zu 
verweisen; die Hypothese von der Umkehrung aller Ablaufe hat den wohl erkennbaren 
Zweck, die Gottheit, die die Welt lenkt, von etwaiger Verantwortung frei zu sprechen. 

11 Dies kommt im Kritias 120 D - 121 C, also un mittel bar bevor der Text abbricht, 
deutlich zum Ausdruck. 

12 Was hier gemeint ist, hat H. Jonas: Gnosis und spiitantiker Geist, 21, 1954, 141 
mit dem Ausdruck "Weltheimischkeit" bezeichnet; dazu H. Langerbeck: Aufsiitze zur 
Gnosis, 1967, 17 f. 

13 Vgl. Gesetze 896 E und 898 C. Diese singulare Stelle ist von der Mehrzahl der 
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Bose die Macht besitze, aktiv die Intentionen des Guten zu durch
kreuzen und sie aufzuheben. 

Fast ist es befremdlich, daB in den Jahrhunderten des fruhen und 
des hohen Hellenismus von der Beunruhigung, die Platon peinigte, 
nichts zu verspiiren ist. Die Stoa hielt unverwandt an dem fundamentalen 
Axiom fest, daB alles, was der Natur gemaB ist, auch der Vernunft 
gemaB ist; es kann also aus dem Bereich des Irrationalen oder des 
Widernatiirlichen keine Bedrohung erfolgen, welche die Sinnhaftigkeit 
aller Ablaufe in Frage stellt. Denn in der Natur kann sich nur ver
wirklichen, was sinnhaft und somit der Natur gemaB ist; dam it ist 
dem Menschen aufgegeben, aus seinem Tun alles fernzuhalten, was 
der Natur zuwider ist, positiv ausgedriickt 'tij <pum;t 6110AOYOWu';vO)~ 

sflv. 
Mit diesem Axiom hat die Stoa in der Tat ihre Aufgabe, die 

Menschen zur Besinnung auf den Logos aufzufordern und sie damit 
von der Angst vor dem Sinnwidrigen - !lAoyia - zu befreien, fUr 
lange Zeit hervorragend erfUlIt; Seneca, Epiktet, der Kaiser Marc 
Aurel werden zu Zeugen dafUr, welch eine befreiende Wirkung dieses 
Axiom auch dann noch hatte,14 als es bereits in Frage gestellt war. 
Kurz, was man in nicht eben schoner sprachlicher Pragung die "Welt
heimischkeit" des Griechentums genannt hat, gilt sicher so fUr die 
Stoa Zenons und Chrysipps; sie gilt auch fUr das, was dem Herzen 
Platons entsprach; durch vielerlei Beweise hat er eben dies zu sichern 
versucht. Er hat aber klar gesehen, daB damit die bange Sorge, ob 
das Bose zu eigener Aktivitat fahig sei, nicht ausgeraumt war.15 

In des Epoche des spaten Hellenismus wurde die Gleichung, die 
Zenon und Chrysipp aufgestellt hatten, unglaubwiirdig. Auf dem Felde 
der Philosophie versuchte Poseidonios die nunmehr notwendigen 
Folgerungen zu ziehen. 16 Die schmerzhafte Erkenntnis, daB weder 

Platoniker ignoriert worden; einzig Plutarch, Is. 48; 370 £ setzt sich mit Entschiedenheit 
dafiir ein, daB hier die eigentliche und giiltige Meinung Platons ausgesprochen sei; 
andernorts habe er sich in Verhiillungen geaBert ~ 1tapaKaAU1t!6~EVO~ ~ hier aber 
habe er sich Kupiol~ ov6~acrtv, d.h. der Worte in ihrer Grundbedeutung bedient, d.h. 
er habe eine Lehr-Entscheidung getrofTen. 

14 Vgl. M. Pohlenz: Die Stoa, I 5, Ende der Vorrede. 
15 Zitate und Stellenangaben zu Poseidonios folgen der Sammlung: Posidonius. 

I. The Fragments, edited by L. Edelstein and I. G. Kidd, 1972. 
16 Vgl. unten S. 96£. 
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in der Welt im Ganzen, noch unter Menschen, noch im Menschen das 
Gute und Sinnhafte, so als ware es selbstverstandlich, dominiert, hat 
das Denken und das Empfinden der spathellenistischen Epoche nach
haltig gepragt. 17 Wahrscheinlich hat das Elend, das in den Slums 
hellenistischer Gro13stadte 18 herrschte, die Hiltlosigkeit gegeniiber 
Seuchen und Feuersbriinsten, das Ausgeliefert-Sein an die stets feind
liche tUXll,1 Y eine Bewu13tseinslage bewirkt, die mit Recht ein "Zeit
alter der Angst" genannt worden ist. 20 Dies mu13 als der kuturge
schichtliche Hintergrund gesehen werden, wenn man sich der Geistig
keit des ausgehenden Hellenismus zuwendet. 

III. 

Vor diesem Hintergrund wird die Tragweite verstandlich, welche 
die Frage nach der Seele und ihrem Schicksal fUr Poseidonios, fUr die 
Gnostiker, fUr Plutarch hatte. Der weltbejahende Optimismus der vor
aufgehenden Epoche hatte auf eine Eschatologie verzichten konnen 
und verzichten miissen; die Philosophie bot ihre Hilfe an, urn dieses 
Leben zu bewaltigen, d.h. das 'tEAOC; zu erreichen (vgl. oben S. 95). 
Von einem Fortbestand der Seele konnte nicht die Rede sein; noch 

17 Einen wesentlichen Anteil daran, daB der friihheIlenistische Optimism us in die 
hier skizzierten Beangstigungen umschlug, hat sicher die "Wissenschaft" der Chaldaer, 
nach welcher die Planeten einen unausweichlichen Zwang auf die Geschicke der 
Menschen ausiiben. Diesem Aspekt kann hier nicht weiter nachgegangen werden. 

18 Diese Vermutung habe ich in einem zu Neuchatel gehaltenen Vortrag vorge
tragen: Divers aspects de fa cosmofogie de 70 avo J. Chr. Ii 20 ap. J.e., in Revue de 
Theofogie et de Philosoph ie, 1972, 400-412 = Pfatonica Minora 1976, 89-99, bes. 92. 
Wahrscheinlich ist aus diesem Ansatz mehr fUr ein Verstandnis der Gnosis und ihrer 
Urspriinge zu gewinnen als aus den Assoziationen, die sich aus iranischer oder agyptischer 
ReIigiositat anfUhren lassen. 

19 Wahrscheinlich muB die gesamte Roman-Literatur der Prae-Gnosis oder (urn 
ein neues Kompositum zu bilden) der Para-Gnosis zugeordnet werden: Wieder und 
wieder werden die Liebenden durch die feindliche 'tuXl] von einander getrennt und 
den schrecklichsten Gefahren ausgesetzt; da aber die "HeIden" dieser Romane (ohne 
Ausnahme) den "Ruf' der ihnen wohlgesinnten Gottheit vernommen haben und ihm 
folgen, er16st die Gottheit sie aus ihren Leiden und gewahrt ihnen fUr immer Schutz 
gegen die 'tuXl]. Hierzu reichliche Nachweise bei R. Merkelbach, Roman und Mysterium, 
1962. 

20 Vgl. E. R. Dodds: Pagan and Christian in an Age of Anxiety, 1965. Obwohl 
sich dieses materialreiche Werk auf das 3. Jahrh. bezieht (Untertitel: "from Marcus 
Aurelius to Constantine") trifft die Schilderung der Hilflosigkeit und des "Geworfen
Seins" (H. Jonas) durchweg auf die spatheIlenistische Epoche zu. 



GNOSTISCHE SPUREN BEl PLUTARCH 97 

Panaitios war, ungeachtet seiner Bewunderung fUr Platon,21 schlechthin 
nicht in der Lage, dem Nachweis der Unsterblichkeit, der im Phaidon 
gefUhrt wird, irgend einen Sinn abzugewinnen. Ganz anders Posei
donios: Er stellt sich der Frage, wie sich die Seele yom Bosen be
freien kann; und er beantwortet diese Frage zwar im Wortlaut iihnlich 
der altstoischen Lehre, im Sinne aber ganz erheblich abweichend (F 186 
und F 187): Das VernunftgemiiBe macht nicht die ganze Seele aus, 
sondern neben und unter dem zuvor allein gewiirdigten, dem Logos 
zugewandten Seelenteil befindet sich ein unverniinftiger, dem 1tu9oC; 
horiger Seelenteil. 22 Damit war der Dualismus in die menschliche Seele 
hineinverlegt, und eben damit war der <pucnc; ein doppelter Aspekt 
zugeschrieben: Vernunft und Unvernunft. In enger Verbindung damit 
steht eine weitere Modifikation, die Poseidonios an der herkommlichen 
Lehre anbrachte: Die Seele, oder wenigstens ihr verniinftiger Teil, 
vermag sich yom Korper zu trennen (F 108); das vermag sie im Traum 
zu tun; 23 aber Poseidonios hegte die GewiBheit, daB die Seele nach 
dem Tode, wenigstens fUr einige Zeit (F 110) weiter lebt. 24 Damit 
drang Poseidonios zu eschatologischen 25 Konzeptionen vor, die zuvor 
in der Stoa undenkbar waren. 

21 Vgl. Cicero, Tusc. 1,79 = fg. 83 van Straaten. 
22 Deswegen war Poseidonios geniitigt, eine Lehre von den Affekten zu entwicke1n, 

in der er sich weit von Chrysipp entfernte, zugleich aber (vermeintlich) Platon anniiherte. 
Die Entdeckung dieses in den Einzelheiten komplizierten Sachverhaltes ist Max Pohlenz 
zu verdanken: De Posidonii libris m;pi 1tu9ii'lv, diss. phil. Berlin 1898, veriiffentlicht 
a) als selbst. Schrift, Lpz. 1898, b) Neue lahrbiicher, Suppl. 24, 1898, 535-634, c) Teil
druck : Quemadmodum Galenus Posidonium ... secutus sit, Lpz. 1898. Grundlegend wichtig 
ist bes. F 152, ferner F 158-169. 

23 Bei diesem Ansatz konnte Poseidonios auf vorwissenschafliche Vorstellungen 
zUrUckgreifen, die im Kreise der Pythagoreer und in der Schule des Aristoteles eriirtert 
worden waren. 

24 Plutarch stellt in dem Mythos, der die Schrift De facie in orbe lunae (ktinftig: 
fac. i.o.l.) abschlieBt, den "zweiten Tod" dar, durch den sich der Geist von der Seele 
trennt. Mithin wird die See1e nicht als etwas Einfaches, sondern als ein Compositum 
Geist + Seele vorgestellt - eine Vorstellung, die zur gnostischen Konzeption von 
Pneuma + Psyche bemerkenswerte Analogien aufweist; vgl. H. Jonas; Gnosis und 
spiitantiker Geist, 1954. 186/7. 

25 Poseidonios hat die stoische Lehre, daB alles Seiende materiell ist, nie verlassen; 
so hat man sich die Seelen nach dem leiblischen Tode als materiell existierende Wesen 
vorzustellen. Es war ein MiBverstiindnis, eine Metaphysik des Poseidonios anzunehmen; 
so Is. Heinemann: Poseidonios' metaphysische Schriften, 2 Bde. 1921, Nachdruck 1968. 
Die strikt eingehaltene Bindung an den Materialismus der Stoa hinderte Poseidonios 
nicht daran, Aussagen tiber das Leben und Wirken der Seele(n) auBerhalb des Kiirpers 
zu machen. 
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Ftir Plutarch gab es nicht die mindeste Schwierigkeit, die Vorstellung 
yom Aufstieg der Seele, von ihrem Schweifen im All, von ihrer Reise 
durch den Himmel nachzuvollziehen. Plutarchs Eschatologie ist recht 
eigentlich auf diesen Punkt, ganz speziell auf die innerweltliche Existenz 
der befreiten Seele gerichtet; 26 es ist dies ein wichtiger Impuls, den 
Plutarch Poseidonios (nicht eigentlich Platon) verdankt; und es bedarf 
keines Wortes, urn hervorzuheben, daB sich Plutarch damit in be
merkenswerter Affinitat zu gnostischen Spekulationen befindet. 

AuBer den beiden vorstehend genannten Punkten 27 ist noch ein 
dritter Punkt zu nennen, in dem Plutarch dem Denken des Poseidonios 
verpflichtet war: Aus der These von der fortschreitenden Entartung 
der Welt 28 flieBt eine Konzeption von der kulturgeschichtlichen (Fehl-) 
Entwicklung der Menschheit. Weil die Unvernunft - uA-oyin - immer 
mehr Boden gewinnt, verdunkelt sich ihr Gegenteil, der Logos, mehr 
und mehr, sodaB er nur noch fUr wenige Philosophen greifbar und 
begreifbar wird. Auch die Manifestation des Logos in Kulten, Riten 
und Gebrauchen wird von den ullneEi~ nicht mehr verstanden, obwohl 
die kultischen Formen an sich bewahrt, aber verstandnislos we iter 
tradiert werden. Einzig der Kundige, der dazu legitimierte Philosoph, 
vermag solche Hinweise auf die eigentliche Gtiltigkeit des Logos zu 
entschliisseln und wieder zusammenzufUgen. Der Philosoph bewegt 
sich also gleichsam auf einem Triimmerfeld; jedes Fragment weist 
auf die Pracht und auf die in sich geschlossene Einheit des verlorenen 
Ganzen hin. 

Vorstehendes mag als knapper Oberblick tiber Impulse, die Plutarch 
von Poseidonios empfing, gentigen. 

26 Dieses ist das Thema aller vier sog. My then, die in Wahrheit Offenbarungsreden 
sind, gehalten von solchen Menschen, deren See1e einen Einblick auf das gewonnen 
haben, was der menschlichen Seele nach dem Tode bevorsteht..Anders ausgedriickt: 
Es sind dies Variationen, zum Teil Berichtigungen dessen, was der Armenier ER im 
10. Buche von Platons Staat aus dem jenseitigen Bereich berichtet. 

27 Niimlich I. Das Bose ist wie das Gute, von Natur ein Teil der Seele. Darum 
ist der Mensch unabliissig zur Entscheidung aufgerufen; vgl. F 152, F 186, F 187. 
2. Die See1e vermag frei im All zu schweifen, sobald sie sich von ihrem Gebunden-Sein 
befreit; vgl. F 108 und F 110. 

28 Hierzu wichtig : K. Reinhardt: Poseidonios iiber Ursprung und Entartung, in Orient 
und Antike 6, 1928. 
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IV. 

Wie die Mehrzahl seiner Zeitgenossen bejahte Plutarch den (doppel
ten) Leitsatz, a) daB aIle Hinwendung und Annaherung an' die Gottheit 
- TO edov - als Erkennen, also als YVWcrli;, bezeichnet werden muB,29 
b) daB alles auf die Gottheit bezogene Wissen sich, weil es die Gottheit 
will, der direkten und linearen Mitteilbarkeit entzieht. 

Zum ersten Teil dieses Leitsatzes (a) ist anzumerken : Voraussetzung 
fUr alles Erkennen ist, daB zwischen dem Subjekt und dem Objekt 
des Erkennens eine Gleichartigkeit besteht. 301m Vorgang des Erkennens 
bestatigt sich mithin die Gleichartigkeit - 0IlOlOV, OIlOlOTllC;. Damit 
sind aIle diejenigen von einer wie immer gearteten yVWO"lC; ausgeschlossen, 
die "anders" sind als die Gottheit - namlich UAAOTPlOt. Da die 
hervorstechende Eigenschaft des Gott1ichen als npWToc; Kat KUPlOC; Kat 
VOllTOC; 31 definiert wird, sind folgerichtig aIle Unverstandigen - UVOll
T01, UllaedC;, uyvoouvn:c; - ausgeschlossen. 

Daraus folgt die Begrtindung fUr den zweiten Teil (b) des obigen 
Satzes: Die Gottheit will nicht von den UVOllT01 gekannt werden. 
Darum teilt sie sich denen, die der Erkenntnis fahig sind, nur in 
Verschltisselungen mit,32 und sie fordert, daB tiber ihr gottliches Ge
heimnis nur in Verschltisselungen gesprochen wird. Auf diesem Felde 
ist daher publizitare Geschwatzigkeit verpont; denn wer Kenntnis 
- YVWO"lC; - von der Gottheit hat, der weiB, daB er ihre Absichten 
nicht durchkreuzen darf. Nicht nur Orakelspriiche, die der Gott zu 
Delphi erteilt, enthalten eine Aufgabe fUr den Rat Suchenden 33 -
namlich die Aufgabe, sie in einer Weise, die des Gottes wiirdig ist, 

29 Hierzu ist wichtig die Exposition zu der Schrift De Iside et Osiride (abgek. : Is.), 
cap. lund 2; 35Ic-352a; die Gottheit - hier Isis - will, wie sonst Apollon, zur 
Erkenntnis des Seienden fiihren. 

30 Statt vieler Belege sei verwiesen auf Albinos, Did., 14; 169, 14-26 Hermann (in 
der appendix Platonica im 6. Band der Hermann'schen Platon-Ausg. von 1853). 

31 So Is. 2; 352a. 
32 Urn dies andeutend zu bezeichnen, verfiigt Plutarchiiber ein reiches Vokabular: 

Die Gottheit, oder der von der Gottheit kiindende Dichter oder Philosoph (oft: Platon) 
kann lit- ulvlYJ.uinov sprechen; es gilt die imovOlu, etwa: den tieferen Sinn einer 
Aussage aufzufinden; durchweg fordern j!UGOI dazu auf, zu ihrem eigentiichen Sinn 
vorzudringen; vgl. de! orac. 21; 420f-42Ia, wo sich Kleombrotos (mit der Absicht des 
Mi/3brauches) auf aile diese Lizenzen der Erkliirung beruft. 

33 Das war bereits von Herakleitos ausgesprochen worden: B 93 6 a.vu~, OU TO 
j!UVTEiOV Ean TO EV i\EA!poi<;, OUTE MYEl OUTE KpUltTEI, UAAU allj!uivEI. 
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zu entschlusseln und anzuwenden; sondern durch alle ihre zahlreichen 
Manifestationen in Natur- und Geisteswelt will die Gottheit eine 
Erziehung - 1tuibWcrt<; - der Menschheit bewirken. 34 Denn nur 
derjenige, der sich in der rechten, des Gottes wurdigen Verfassung 
- bta9£crt<; - befindet, vermag die Aufgabe zu losen. Wiederum liegt 
es an dem 01l0tOV, an der Gleichartigkeit des Menschen mit der Gott
heit, wenn es ihm gelingt, sich durch die Losung der gestellten Aufgabe 
der Gottheit wieder ein Stuck zu niihern. 3 5 Insofern ist jede Teil
Erkenntnis zugleich Gottesdienst. 

In diesen Uberlegungen tritt Plutarchs enge Bindung an das delphische 
Priestertum zu Tage: Nur wer die Forderung Apollons, uyvo<; Kui 
Ku9upo<; zu sein, erfiillt, vermag das zuvor Verborgene zu erkennen; 
er muB also eben die Eigenschaft gewinnen, durch die der Gott sich 
auszeichnet. So mit hat jede Erkenntnis zur Voraussetzung wie zum 
Ziel, daB ein Gemeinsames mit dem Gott - 0IlOtOV - bereits vor
handen, und zugleich durch Erkenntnis neu gewonnen wird: Die Gott
heit besitzt ja das Wissen, das der Suchende zu erwerben wiinscht. 
Gelingt diesem die Erkenntnis, dann verringert sich damit der Abstand 
zwischen Mensch und Gott. 

Da der Gott zu Delphi den Menschen, die zu ihm kommen, helfen, 
sie fOrdern und erziehen mochte, liiBt er an jeden, der das Heiligtum 
betritt, einen "Ruf' 36 ergehen; dieser Ruf ist in der weithin sicht
baren Inschrift "Erkenne Dich selbst!" - yVffi9t crWULOV - enthalten. 
Nun entwickelt Plutarch 37 hierzu einen Gedanken, der bisher - wenn 
ich recht sehe - nicht verstanden worden ist: Durch diesen Aoruf, 
so Plutarch, eroffnet der Gott eine Art Dialog; wer die Aufforderung 
yVffi9t crWULOV beherzigt, muB sich Rechenschaft davon geben, daB 

34 In Plutarchs Augen bot die Legende, die vom delischen Problem (Verdopplung 
des Wtirfels; Auffindung von \/2) und seiner Vorgeschichte erziihlt wurde, ein lehr
reiches Beispiel. Danach forderte der Gott selbst dazu auf, diese mathematische Aufgabe 
zu lasen: Sein Altar zu Delos, von kubischer Gestalt, war zu verdoppeln. Auf diese 
Legende, die von Eratosthenes von Kyrene im Eingang seines nA.anJ)vlK6~ berichtet 
wurde, kommt Plutarch viermal zu sprechen; sie dient jedes Mal als Beweis fUr die 
erzieherische Absicht Apollons. 

35 Vgl. Seneca, Ep. 95, 47. Durch jeden Wissenserwerb verringert sich der Abstand 
des Menschen von der Gottheit, die tiber alles Wissen verfUgt. 

36 So in der Schrift De E apud Delphos 17-18; 392 abo 
37 Vgl. H. Jonas: Gnosis und spiitantiker Geist, 1954, 120f. mit Anm. Bei Plutarch, 

De E apud Delphos 17; 392a : i:crnv aUtOtEA.i]~ wu awu 1tpocray6pEUcrl~ Kai 1tPOQ"(PcOVllcrL~. 
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der Mensch seiner Natur nach nicht zu den seienden Wesen gehort,38 
sondern zwischen Geburt und Tod steht. Dadurch unterscheidet er 
sich von der unwandelbar seienden Gottheit. Darum solI er dem Gott, 
dem er sich nahert, zurufen: d- Du bist 39 (womit die Einsicht in die 
Gegensatzlichkeit Gott / Mensch ausgedriickt ware). Damit ist dem 
Menschen eine fundamentale Einsicht in das Wesen des Gottlichen 
als des wahrhaft Seienden zugestanden; kraft dieser Einsicht besteht 
ein 0IlOlOV, eine Gemeinsamkeit zwischen dem Gott und demjenigen 
Menschen, der zu dieser Einsicht fahig ist; der erkennende Mensch 
wird also nicht in die Gottesferne abgedrangt; wer kraft seiner Er
kenntnis - YVWCH<; - auf den Ruf des Gottes zu antworten vermag, 
hat Anwartschaft auf Hilfe, ja auf olO'tllpiu durch den Gott. Dabei 
ist kennzeichnend, daB Plutarch diese letzte Konsequenz nicht eigens 
ausspricht; hatte er das getan, er hatte die gebotene EUAa~Eta verletzt. 

V. 

Der Wertbegriff EUAa~Eta40 hat fUr Plutarch eine geradezu zentrale 
Bedeutung. Hier darf auBer Betracht bleiben, daB dieser Wertbegriff 
- etwa zu umschreiben mit Vorsicht, Riicksicht, ZUrUckhaltung -

38 Oieser Gedanke ist auch flir Philon von Alexandreia von tragender Bedeutung: 
Oer seiende Schopfer ist, weil seiend, von der Schopfung, da diese geworden ist, total 
verschieden. Oarum ist Gott dem Erkannt-Werden durch seine Geschopfe durchaus 
entzogen; daft er sein muB, kann und muB aus der ZweckmiiBigkeit der Schopfung 
erraten werden; seine U1tUP~l~ ist also den Menschen begreilbar, seine ouaiu dagegen 
nicht; sie ist UKUtUA T]1tto~. Hier eine Auswahl aus vielen Belegen: conf linguarum 138; 
spec. legg. I, 48; de post. Caini 7; 15-21; 169; quod deus sit imm. 62. In der Tat gewinnt 
der Leser, an den sich Philon wendet, die flir ihn notwendige Verbindung mit Gott nicht 
durch eine philosophische Gnosis, wie sie Plutarch in Aussicht stellt, sondern durch 
Erflill ung des Gesetzes. 

39 Oamit hat Plutarch die ihm angemessen diinkende Antwort auf die Frage gefunden, 
was der Buchstabe "E" bedeutet, der den Apollon-Tempel schmiickte; dieses E muB 
gedeutet werden als die fundamentale ontologische Aussage : Oer Gott ist. Oiese Aussage 
kann derjenige nachvollziehen, der zuvor erkannt hat, was er selbst, als Mensch, ist. 
Oer diametrale Unterschied, der zwischen Gott und Mensch besteht, ist flir Phil on 
nicht iiberwindbar (vgl. vor. Anm.); Plutarch dagegen kann die schrittweise Oberwindung 
in Aussicht stellen. 

40 Plutarch hat dieses Wort mehr als 50 mal verwendet, vorzugsweise in den Bio
graphien; denn es ist ihm jeweils wichtig, seine "HeIden" dadurch zu kennzeichnen, 
daB sie EUAU~ElU bewiesen; so besonders Nikias und Camillus. In der Vita Bruti 12 
wird Cicero eine YEPOVtlKi) EUAU~ELU zugeschrieben. 
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auf vielerlei Bereiche der profanen Welt 41 angewendet werden kann; 
wohl aber muB von der Verwendung dieses Begriffes im religiosen 
Bereiche gesprochen werden, also von der £UAa~£ta 1t£pi 'to 9£iov. 
Da allen Wesen, selbst den Tieren,42 eine Sphare zukommt, die nicht 
verletzt werden darf, gilt dies in besonderem MaBe gegeniiber den 
Gottern.43 Dnd gerade derjenige, der Kenntnis vom Gottlichen er
worben hat, weiB eben dadurch, daB die Gottheit keine Profanierung 
und keine Vulgarisierung will (vgl. oben S. 99). Wer diese Kenntnis 
hat, nimmt sich darum in Acht - £uAa~£i'tat - die gottlichen Geheim
nisse nicht etwa denen gegenuber preiszugeben,44 welche den erforder
lichen intellektuellen und ethischen Rang nicht haben. Insofern ist 
der Wertbegriff £uM~£ta in Zusammenhang zu bringen mit dem 
Schweigegebot, das Mysten auferlegt wurde; in diesem Wertbegriff 
kommen, wie so oft bei Plutarch, ein intellektueller und ein ethischer 
Vorzug zur Deckung : Auf der einen Seite ist ein rational begriindetes 
Abwagen erforderlich, urn die Extreme des ()1t£p~aAAOv und des EAA£i-
1tOV zu vermeiden; 45 auf dei anderen Seite ist £uAa~£ta auf Riicksicht 
und auf Takt, d.h. das Bemuhen begriindet, nicht in eine dem 
Menschen verschlossene Sphare einzudringen. Die wertwidrige, dem ent
gegengesetzte Haltung ist mit curiositas zu bezeichnen. 

Einerseits ist diese Haltung, von Plutarch wieder und wieder empfohlen 
und von ihm selbst strikt eingehalten, in hohem MaGe kennzeichnend 

41 Vgl. etwa coniug. praecepta 42; 144b; im gleichen Sinne apophth. Lacon. 17; 
228a; ausfiihrlich de cap. ex inmic. util. 3; 87 de. Zuriickhaltung im politischen Bereich 
ist gemeint Vita Niciae 35 (Vergleich mit Crassus) 565c; Verwechslung mit Furcht 
wird zuriickgewiesen virt. mor. 9; 449a. 

42 Vgl. soli. animo 6; 964a, zitiert von Porphyrios, de abst. 1,5; dort geht es urn 
die Frage, ob Fleisch aj3Auf36i~ KUt lAe,' eUAuj3du~ verzehrt werden darf. 

43 Bewundernd spricht Plutarch davon, wie sorgsam eUAuj3etu im romischen Kult
wesen beachtet wurde: vita C. Marcii 25; 225e und 226a; vita Aemilii 3; 256c; Numa 
wird gebiihrend als der Begriinder soicher eUAuj3etU geriihmt : vita Numae 22; 75a. 

44 Nach Plutarch, Is. 10; 354e befolgten die meisten griech. Philosophen, vor aHem 
Pythagoras, das Vorbild, das agyptische eUAuj3etu ihnen gab. Ein Beleg dafiir, daB 
man in der Tat au Berst sensibel war, was die Preisgabe religioser Geheimnisse anlangt, 
ist der Legende zu entnehmen, die von Numenios berichtet wurde; vgl. Macrobius, 
in somn. Scipionis 1,2,19 = Numenios fg. 55 Des Places. Dieser hatte vorwitzig 
- curiosior - das eleusinische Geheimnis profaniert. 

45 Ausdriicklich wird de audiendo 13; 44a (vgl. auch 45d) eUAuj3etu als der Mittel
wert zwischen zwei Extremen definiert. 
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fUr Plutarchs religiose Haltung, die allem Missionieren, aller Aus
brei tung gewonnenen Wissens schlechthin entgegengesetzt ist. 

Andererseits stellt diese Haltung der EuM~Eta ein nicht geringes 
Interpretations-Hindernis dar: Plutarchs Aussagen auf dem Felde des 
Religiosen machen eben aus dem Grunde den Eindruck des Unzu
sammenhangenden, des Bruchsttickhaften; denn die jeweils kronende 
SchluBfolgerung darf nicht ausgesprochen werden, weil damit die zuvor 
verwendeten Verschltisselungen, Andeutungen, Ratselworte eben doch 
zu eindeutig-rationaler Klarheit fUhren wtirden. 

Plutarch macht sich den vielerorterten Satz zu eigen, den Platon 
Tim. 28C ausspricht; 46 er legt in reich differenzierter Untersuchung 
dar,47 inwiefern der forschende Philosoph es kaum wagen darf, tiber 
das Gottliche etwas auszusagen; da stellt die ehrfurchtsvolle Zurtick
haltung, welche die Philosophen der Alten Akademie tibten, geradezu 
den heimischen Herd dar, von dem aIle ausgingen und ausgehen sollten: 
Da die Gottheit sich nur schwer erschauen liiBt - ollcr8Effiprl'roC; -
ist jede Aussage tiber sie ein Wagnis. 

Folgerichtig gibt Plutarch in fast allem, was er hierzu sagt, zwar 
Vorstellungsbehelfe, macht aber keinen Gebrauch von Kupta OVOIlU'tU 
(vgl. oben Anm. 13); damit fordert er den modernen Interpreten dazu 
heraus, das, was er selbst, Plutarch, im Halbdunkel beliiBt, rund heraus 
zu sagen und damit das Wagnis der Uber-Interpretation gegen den 
Willen des Autors Plutarch zu tibernehmen. 

Ganz besonders gilt das fUr die Offenbarungsreden (meist "My then" 
genannt 48), welche Plutarch in mehrere seiner Dialoge 49 eingefUgt 

46 Dieser Satz lautet TOV J.lEV OllV 1tOlllTT]V Kai 1taTEpa roiil)E roD 1taVTo<; EupEiV 
TE EPYOV Kai EupovTa d<; 1t(lvTU<; a1iUvarov J..EYEIV. Dieser Satz ist von Gegnern und von 
Anhangern Platons wieder und wieder zitiert und ausgelegt worden (iiber 20 Belege); 
so erstmals von dem Platon feindlichen Epikureer bei Cicero, nat. deor. 1, 30. Eine 
kurz gefaBte "Auslegungsgeschichte von Tim. 28C" gibt A. Wlosok: Laktanz und die 
philosophische Gnosis, 1960, 252ff. (= Exkurs V). Dort fehlt aus gutem Grunde die 
hier behandelte Plutarch-Stelle; denn Plutarch (vgl. Anm. 47) spricht ausfUhrlich zum 
Thema, vermeidet aber jeden wartlichen Anklang an Tim. 28C ~ ein Beispiel fUr die 
Kunst des Nicht-Zitierens. 

47 Plutarch, ser. num. vind. 4; 54ge-55Oc. 
48 Die Offenbarungsrede in fac. i.o.l. wird dort 26; 940f. als OpuJ.la bezeichnet; 

und es wird umstandlich berichtet, wie diese Kunde (auf Pergamenten, die die Zer
starung Karthagos iiberdauerten) wieder entdeckt wurde; 942a-d. 

49 AuBer dem in Anm. 48 erwahnten Mythos sind zu nennen der Bericht des Timar
chos, gen. Socr. 22; 590b-592e, ganz am SchluB knapp als J.lD80<; bezeichnet, und die 
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hat. Diese Reden sind nicht etwa einer Apokalyptik zuzuordnen, welche 
das gesamte Weltall darstellt. Auch hier bleibt Plutarch seiner Linie 
treu: Niemals tritt das gesamte Weltall vor den Blick des Lesers; 
sondern von den Schleiern, die das lenseits verhiillen, wird nur soviel 
geliiftet, wie die See1e, in der niedersten Sphare des Himmels schweifend, 
zu erblicken vermag. Plutarch wagt es nicht, der lenseitsschau nachzu
eifern, die sich den See len im Mythos erschlieBt, den Sokrates in 
Platons Phaidros vortragt. Nie ist bei Plutarch davon die Rede,50 
daB die Seele das Wahrhaft Seiende, also die Ideen erblickt. Sondern in 
seinen sog. My then schlieBt sich Plutarch in Form und Inhalt an das 
10. Buch der Politeia an; das heiBt, seine My then haben al1ein das zum 
Gegenstand, was der See1e nach ihrer Trennung yom Korper wider
fahrt. Die Abgrenzung, die Plutarch sich auferlegt, wird gen. Socr. 
22; 591 a ganz deutlich: Die Stimme, die zu Timarchos spricht, gibt 
gleich im ersten Satze bekannt, daB sie mit dem Bereiche "oben" kaum 
Verbindung hat; "dort herrschen andere Gotter". Nur fUr das Reich 
der Persephone, hernach, 591 b, bezeichnet als <p8opa, ist diese Stimme 
zustandig. Damit ist die Sphare unter dem Monde gemeint, welche 
die See1e vor ihrer vollstandigen Entsiihnung nicht verlassen kann. 

So ist es der EUAa~Eta Plutarchs zuzuschreiben, daB er yom wahrhaft 
lenseitigen, den Spharen iiber dem Monde, nur ganz knapp, und 
nicht in eigener Verantwortung spricht; denn nun vermag er die Fiktion 
zu benutzen, daB seine Gewahrsmanner nur UngeHihres und Unsicheres 
zu sehen bekommen hatten. Ohne Zweifel weiB Plutarch von sog. 
Systemen, welche den Bau der Welt, und welche den Auf- und Abstieg 
von Seelen (Geistern, Damonen) schildern. Indes sind das fUr ihn 
nicht verlaBliche Wahrheiten; er macht sie sich nicht zu eigen, sondern 
er teilt sie, stets mit dem Vorbehalte, er spreche !lET' EUAa~da~, als 
Vorstell ungshilfen mit. 

Rede des Arrhidaios - Thespesios ser. num. vind. 22; 563b - 33; 568a; dieser Bericht 
wird c. 22 als lluBo<; eingefUhrt, der die bisherigen AOYOI zu ergiinzen habe. 

50 Allerdings renommiert Kleombrotos def orac. 21-22 damit, er habe Kunde von 
einem Weisen, der am Roten Meer lebte und von dem 7tElliov uAT]9Eia<; genaueres 
erschaut habe als Platon im Phaidros, bes. 248B, dariiber mitteilt; hiernach wird der 
Bericht, den Kleombrotos zuvor geheimnisvoll einfiihrte, als ein Plagiat entlarvt; Kleom
brotos hat es an der gebotenen EUAa~Ela (vgl. a.O. 420f.) fehlen lassen. Weiteres hierzu 
in m. Beitrag zur Festschrift fUr Robert Muth. 
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VI. 

In knapper Raffung teilt "die Stimme" dem an die Oberflache des 
Luft-Ozeans entriickten Timarchos mit, welche Reiche - apxai 51 -
oberhalb der Grenze, an welcher sich Timarchos jetzt befindet, be
stehen. Die Benennungen, mit denen die vier apxai gekennzeichnet 
werden, stellen ihrerseits wieder Verschliisselungen dar, geeignet, den 
Laien 52 yom vollstandigen Verstandnis fernzuhalten. Ein Tarnwort 
ist vor allem ~ffiTJ - das Leben = Bezeichnung der obersten apxTJ. 
Gemeint ist der Ort des unveranderlichen Seins, den nachmals die 
Neuplatoniker das alyt6~ffiov 53 nannten. Hierauf folgt KivllcnC; - die 
Bewegung: Da die Seele Ursprung aller Bewegung ist,54 ist damit 
der Fixsternhimmel und die Spharen der auBeren Planeten gemeint; 
so wie in der obersten apXTJ nichts als das reine Sein = unveran
derliches Leben herrscht, so herrscht in der zweiten apXTJ nichts als 
die reine, mathematisch genaue Bewegung des Himmels und der 
Planeten. Der Raum zwischen der Sonne und dem Monde (genauer: 
zwischen den Spharen beider) wird als apXTJ y£vem:ffiC; bezeichnet; 
wieso das zutrifft, laBt sich durch Vergleich mit dem Aufstiegs-Mythos 
am SchluB vonfac. Lo.l. erweisen: Von der Sonne geht alles Entstehen 
aus und kehrt zu ihr zuriick. Die menschliche Seele ist an den vierten 
Bereich gebunden; in diesem Bereich herrscht q>8opa - das Ver
gehen-Miissen. Darum ist dieses dem Entstehen nicht (wie sonst stets 
als Korrelat) an die Seite gestellt, sondern untergeordnet. Die Sphare 
des Mondes stellt die Grenzlinie dar zwischen yev£crtC; und q>8opa 55; 

51 Ganz konkret sollte man apxi] verstehen als "der Ort, an dem (z.B. <p8opa) 
anfangt". Der Mond ist insofern Archeget des Vergehens, da er in jedem Monat 
dahinschwindet ~ <p8ivEI. Mit der iiberraschenden Konzeption der vier apxai ist die 
gangige Vorstellung von den acht Spharen berichtigt und vereinfacht. Jede apxi] wird 
nach einer bestimmten Aktivitat benannt; das ist in jedem Faile eine ontologisch wirk
same Aktivitat. 

52 Vgl. H. Dorrie, Zum Ursprung der neuplat. Hypostasenlehre, in Hermes 82, 1954, 
331-342 = Platonica Minora 1976, 286-296; die dort vorgetragenen Vermutungen zum 
Sinn der vier apxai miissen durch Obiges berichtigt werden; richtig entschliisselt waren 
bereits damals die drei ouv1)Eolio1 (vgl. S. 106). 

53 Tastend Plotin, Enn. III 8 [30] 8, 11-16; in gesicherter Definition Proklos, In Plat. 
Tim. 37D; III 8, 18fT. Diehl. 

54 Platon, Phaidros 245D ~ ein fUr den gesamten Platonismus giiltiger Leitsatz . 
• 55 Vgl. Anm. 51. Hiermit verbindet Plutarch ~ ebenso wie in lac. i.o.l. ~ den 

Gedanken, daB sich die Unterwelt nicht unter den Erdoberflache befindet; sondern 
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gelauterte Seelen, denen es gelingt, sich auf den Mond zu retten. 
gelingt damit die Riickkehr in das Reich der Y£VE:crt<;.56 

Plutarch befcstigt die Vorstellung von den vier apxai dadurch, daB 
er sie mit einer Reihe damals gangiger Assoziationen in Verbindung 
bringt : Die vier Bereiche k6nnten ja auseinanderfallen, d.h. die derart 
vorgestellte Welt k6nnte aufh6ren, eine Einheit zu sein, wenn nicht 
fUr die Verbindung - cruv8£cr~o<; 57 - gesorgt ware. 

Damit schafft sich Plutarch die M6glichkeit, drei Reihen von je 
drei Begriffen 58 einzufUhren: 1) eine Reihe von Angaben des Ortes 
(eingefUhrt mit Kant), wo die Verbindung stattfindet: a) Kanl to 
aopatov, d.h. jenseits der Sichtbarkeit; 59 b) Ka8' llAtov - im Bereich 
der Sonne; c) Kat<l cr£Aijvllv - im Bereich des Mondes. 60 

2) Zugleich werden die Begriffe genannt, welche die Verbindung 
bewirken, namlich a) Movu<; b) No\)<; c) <l>ucrt<;. Damit ist die Stufung 
der iiberseienden und der seienden Wesen vorweggenommen, wie Plotin 
sie nachmals lehrte; es war also in Spekulationen, wie Plutarch sie hier, 
zum Teil nur andeutend, vortragt, das bereits prasent, was spater zum 
Lehrgehalt der eigentlichen Philosophie werden sollte. 

die Region ewiger Dunkelheit - T, rtU~ - befindet sich im Schattenkegel der Erde; 
darum schaut Timarchos a.O. 590f. in einen von Dunkelheit und Stohnen erfiillten 
Trichter, in welcher sich die Bestrafung und Liiuterung der Seelen vollzieht. Hier diirfte 
ein Ansatzpunkt dafiir gegeben sein, daB sich Dante das Inferno wie einen Kegel 
dachte - freilich reicht dieser Kegel bis zum Erdmittelpunkt, ist also nicht, wie Plutarch 
will, aul3erhalb der Erde gedacht. Da der Schattenkegel der Erde in regelmiiBigen 
Abstiinden den Mond erreicht (a.O. 59Ic), vermag Plutarch zu erkliiren, wieso ge
liiuterte Seelen den Mond wie ein rettendes Asyl erreichen; analog dazu fac. i.a.l. 28; 
943 cd. 

56 Was dann weiter geschieht, wird dem Timarchos nicht erOffnet; indes schliessen 
die Andeutungen, die Plutarchfac. i.a.l. 28ff. gibt, unmittelbar an. 

57 Dieses Schliisselwort hellenistischer Kosmologie hat seinen Ursprungsort bei Platon, 
vgl. bes. Tim. 31C, dazu Staat 10; 616C. Nach stoischer Lehre SVF II 306,36ff. = 
Sextos Emp., adv. math. 9, 81 gibt es die folgenden Kriifte, welche den Zusammenhalt 
in den versch. Bereichen bewirken: €~l<; hiilt als Kohaesionskraft unbelebte Korper 
zusammen, <puate; bewirkt den Zusammenhalt der Pflanzen, IjIUXT, die der lebenden 
Wesen. Von da wird der Schritt zu der Frage getan, welche Kraft den Kosmos 
zusammenhiilt; vgl. de virt. marali 12; 451bc. 

58 1m Grunde iiberfordert diese Kumulierung den Horer und den Leser, zumal 
hernach keine dieser Reihen und keiner dieser Begriffe irgendwelche Bedeutung erJangt. 

59 Die iiul3erste Grenze der Sichtbarkeit ist der Fixsternhimmel; jenseits von diesem 
beginnt das Unsichtbare; hier grenzen sooT, und KlVT]ate; aneinander. 

60 Es grenzen also im Bereich der Sonne die apXT,KtvT,m;ooe; und die apxi] YEvEm;ooe; 
aneinander, im Bereich des Mondes die apxi] YEVEOEooe; und die apxi] <p90pa.e;. 
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3) Endlich werden die drei Schicksalsgottinnen eingefiihrt; sie nehmen 
sitzend ihren Platz an jeder der Verbindungsstellen ein; sie werden als 
die Tochter (man darf sagen: Hypostasen) der Notwendigkeit -
'A VUYKT] - bezeichnet; sie nehmen also, jede an einer der Verbindungs
stellen, die Funktion ihrer Mutter wahr. Ihr Herrschaftszeichen ist 
der Schliissel; dieser aufHilligen Andeutung ist zu entnehmen : Sie haben 
an der Grenzstelle die Aufgabe, das Tor auf- oder zuzuschliessen; 
d.h. ein Auf- oder Absteigen unterliegt der Kontrolle der dort wirkenden 
lloipa. 61 

Unvermerkt 62 hat Plutarch neben den vier apxai drei weibliche 
apxovn;~ konstituiert; unvermerkt hat er sie mit der Funktion ausge
stattet, Tiirhiiter - 9upwpoi - 63 zu sein, womit eine auffallige 
(freilich bisher niemandem aufgefallene) Verb in dung zu gnostischen 
Vorstellungen hergestellt ist. 

Mit anderen Worten: Jene Offenbarung, die an Timarchos gerichtet 
ist, erweist sich als so geschickt formuliert, daB ein jeder Leser, gleich 
welche Voraussetzungen er mitbringt, sich angesprochen fiihlen muB; 
diese Offenbarung ist einer stoisch-poseidonischen Kosmologie ebenso 
gut konform wie der ontologischen Spekulation damaliger Platoniker; 
wem etwa gnostische Gedanken iiber den Aufstieg der Seele vertraut 
waren, der durfte sich bestiitigt fiihlen; nur das, was Platon urspriing
lich einmal hatte sagen wollen, kommt in dieser Konkordanz zu kurz.64 

61 Es wird also nicht etwa ausgesagt, daB eine jede Moira dafiir sorgt, daB in den 
vier apxai alles den Gesetzen der Notwendigkeit folgt; dann miiBte jeder apxit ein 
Lenker zugeordnet sein. Vielmehr muB jede apxit als ein in sich autonomer Bereich 
gedacht werden; jeweils an den Grenzen hat eine Lenkerin dariiber zu wachen, daB 
der Zusammenhalt nicht zerbricht, und daB, wer dazu legitimiert ist, passieren kann. 
Darum wird jede der drei MOtpUl als Kf..E10oiixoC; bezeichnet, a.O. 591 b. 

62 In der Tat ist die Anniiherung an die Vorstellung von den Archonten, welche 
die einzelnen Sphiiren regieren, bisher niemandem aufgefallen. 

63 Kelsos (so bei Origenes, c.c. 7,40) tadelt eine christlich-gnostische Vorstellung, 
nach welcher eine Kontrolle durch bedrohliche 9upropoi iiberstanden werden muBte; 
diese waren vermutlich ~ vgl. a.O. 6, 30 ~ mit den Archonten der versch. Sphiiren 
identisch. 

64 DaB die Moirai Tochter der Notwendigkeit sind, weist auf Platon, Staat 10; 6l7C; 
dort ist es 'AVUYKlj, welche die Achse der Welt in Drehung versetzt; ihren Tochtern 
werden aile Schicksale in Vergangenheit, Gegenwart und Zukunft anvertraut. Beide 
Aspekte sind bei Plutarch giinzlich verschwunden; vor all em sind die Moirai nicht mehr 
als Spinnerinnen gedacht und darum auch nicht mit den emblematischen Werkzeugen 
des Spinnens ausgestattet; sie tragen bei Plutarch den Schliissel. 
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Nach dieser Konzeption Plutarchs kommt die eigentliche Herrschaft 
uber die Welt der Notwendigkeit - UV6:YKTJ - zu; sie ist durch ihre 
Tochter an den drei entscheidenden Stellen, den cruvbEcr)lOl, vertreten. 
Da man durchweg UVUYKTJ als das physisch zwingende Naturgesetz 
verstand, ist mehrfach erwogen worden, ob man das uberall waltende 
Gesetz nicht als 0£)l1C; 65 bezeichnen musse. Nun ist es ungemein 
erhellend, daB in der nicht von Plutarch verfaBten Schrift de Jato 66 

die Weltseele als die Summe der drei Moipat erscheint. Damit ist 
zumindest die Richtung bezeichnet, die zum vollen VersHindnis des sen 
fiihrt, was Plutarch ausdriicken wollte. Es liegt ihm fern, auf einen 
transzendenten, auBerweltlichen Bereich zu verweisen; von neuplatoni
scher Ontologie ist er, wie bereits Syrian 67 erkannte, weit entfernt. 
Wohl reicht Plutarchs Welt noch ein gutes Stuck uber den Bereich 
der Sichtbarkeit hinaus; aber dort ist nicht etwa ein transzendentes 
Sein, geschweige denn ein KOcr)lOC; VOTJTOC; angesiedelt; sondern dieser 
Bereich ist durch die vornehmste der Mo ira i, durch Atropos, mit den 
ubrigen apxai zu einer Einheit verklammert. Weiter erstreckt sich 
Plutarch Kosmologie nicht; wahrscheinlich wollte er uber Weiteres 
nichts sagen. Die Stimme jedenfalls, die zu Timarchos spricht, sagt 
hierzu nichts. 

Es durfte kaum notig sein, durch Einzel-Nachweise zu bekriiftigen, 
daB diese Weltsicht mit der, die Jac. i.o.!. vorgetragen wird, nahezu 
kongruent ist. Nur ist die dort gewiihlte Verschlusselung nicht ganz 
so subtil, - das vermutlich darum, weil das SchluBstuck von Jac. i.o./. 
dem Poseidonios urn vieles niiher steht 68 als die Belehrung des Timar
chos in gen. Socr.69 

65 Dies zieht Proklos, In Pial. remp. II 207, 20ff (vgl. a.O. II 94,19), bei we item 
vor; dafiir kann er sich auf Hesiod, Theog. 901 berufen. 

66 a.O. I; 568e; dort wird der ElI.lUPI-U;Vll Kat' overiav zugeschrieben, sie sei mit 
der Weltseele identisch, deren drei Wirkungsgrade durch die Moirai symbolisiert werden. 
Der Verf. der Schrift de /alo kennt die einschlagige Stelle im Staat 10; 617D, laBt 
aber die Zuordnung der Moirai zur Notwendigkeit als ihrer Mutter nur fiir die ElllaPIlEvll 
Ka,' EVEPYElUV gelten; die eigentliche Vertreterin und Tochter der Notwendigkeit ist 
Lachesis. Dieses Lehrstiick liegt auch vor bei Calcidius in Tim. 144. 

67 Syrian in Arist., mel. M 4; p. 105, 37ff. Kroll. 
68 Vgl. K. Reinhardt, Kosmos und Sympalhie, 1926, 325ff. und ders. : Art. Poseidonios, 

PWRE XXI I, 1954, 782ff. 
69 Diese Belehrung hat den "Mechanismus" zum Gegenstand, durch welchen das 

Daimonion den Menschen, dem es zugeordnet ist, lenkt. Damit wird die Frage be-
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Denn dort wird, durchaus einstrangig, das Problem des Aufstiegs 
behandelt. Es wird (scheinbar) nichts Neues ausgesagt, sondern es 
wird eine gangige Vorstellung berichtigt und erweitert: Der Mensch 
ist nicht ein Doppel-Wesen Korper + Seele 70; zu diesen beiden 
Komponenten tritt der Nous hinzu. Plutarch laBt nicht erkennen, wie 
es zur Vereinigung dieser drei Komponenten kommt; er laBt den 
Berichterstatter, Sulla, nur darstellen, wie diese drei Teile sich von 
einander losen; seiner Konzeption liegt die Formel zu Grunde, daB 
die Erde die Heimstatt der Korper, der Mond die Heimstatt der 
Seelen, die Sonne die Heimstatt des Geistes ist. 

Selbstverstandlich war fUr Plutarch vor allem wichtig, die Notwendig
keit und die Vollstandigkeit der Siihne und der Lauterung darzu
stellen. 71 Weiter bot sich die Gelegenheit, das Wirken der Damonen 
zu begriinden (a.O. 30; 944cff.); die Damonen sind nichts anderes als 
gelauterte Seelen,72 die als Beschiitzer und als Helfer in die Geschicke 
der Lebenden eingreifen - ein fUr Plutarch zentrales Thema. Indes 
bleibt alles dieses neben dem beherrschenden Gedanken von marginaler 
Bedeutung - hoch erwiinscht, urn weiterfUhrende Assoziationen anzu
kniipfen,73 aber eben doch Beiwerk. Sondern es dreht sich alles urn 
den Gedanken der Lauterung und des nachfolgenden Aufstiegs. Dieser 
ist an keine Bedingungen gekniipft; er wird nicht durch einen Gnaden
akt verliehen, und er wird nicht durch besondere Leistungen verdient; 
es wird also sorgsam alles fern gehalten, was etwa Angst hervorrufen 
konnte. Aile Siihne und Lauterung ist an bestimmte Fristen (nicht 
etwa an BuB-Leistungen) gebunden; danach liegt es an der "Natur" 

antwortet, was es mit dem Daimonion des Sokrates auf sich hat. Was dagegen in fac. i. 
0.1. der Fremde dem Sulla mitgeteilt hat, soil die GesetzmiiBigkeit des Aufstiegs dar
stellen. 

70 Diese Lehre ist fUr Platoniker im Alk ibiades I; 129 A ff. geradezu kanonisch 
niedergelegt. DaB Plutarch hier wie auch de virt. morali 3; 44ld das iiberkommene 
Schema erweitert, verdient Beachtung. 

71 Dies ist das beherrschende Thema, das der "Mythos" in de ser. num. vihdicta 
anschaulich behandelt: Der Seele des Arrhidaios-Thespesios werden die Orte der Be
lohnung und der Strafen vor Augen gefUhrt. 

72 Diese konnen freilich, ungeachtet ihrer Absicht zu helfen, wieder Fehler begehen, 
die sie dann aufs Neue siihnen miissen. Zugleich sind es (vorwiegend) Diimonen, 
die Orake! geben oder bewirken - so wird die Querverbindung zum Problem der 
Mantik hergestellt. 

73 Eine der Assoziationen besteht darin, daB auch hier die Moirai mit der Aufsicht 
iiber die Bereiche von Geist, Seele und Korper betraut werden. 
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des Geist + Seele-Wesens, ob der Aufstieg des Geistes zur Sonne 
friiher eintritt oder spater. 74 Es besteht die beruhigende GewiBheit, 
daB eine jede Seele zur rechten Zeit den Mond, und daB ein jeder 
Geist zur rechten Zeit seine Heimat, die Sonne, erreichen wird; hier 
wird weder ein Mythos noch ein Mysterium verklindet, sondern es 
wird das Walten eines Naturgesetzes erklart. 

Es konnte sein, daB Plutarch gnostische Aufstiegs-Mythen verandert 
und damit entscharft hat. Naher liegt es anzunehmen, daB hier 
Poseidonios' Gedanken tiber den Aufstieg der Seele widergespiegelt 
werden - Gedanken, die bereits im lahrhundert vor Plutarch zum 
Fundament der Gnosis werden sollten. Sicher besteht keine Abhangig
keit Plutarchs yom Denken und von der Denkweise der Gnosis; eine 
Affinitat dagegen ist unverkennbar; unverkennbar dtirfte auch sein, 
daB die offenkundigen Gemeinsamkeiten oft durch das Vorbild des 
Poseidonios gepragt sind. 

Soviel zum bisher untersuchten Themenkreis "Aufstieg der Seele 
- Himmelsreise der Seele - kosmische Spharen als Stufen des Auf
stiegs" . 

VII. 

Eine letzte, auf das Wichtigste sich beschrankende Urn schau gilt 
der Umkehrung der bisher erorterten Frage: Wie tritt das Gottliche 
in diese Welt ein? Wie tibersetzt es sich in diese Welt? MuB es nicht, 
da es mit dem Unvollkommenen in Beriihrung kommt, eine Minderung 
seines Wertes erleiden? 

Es sei daran erinnert, daB Plutarch - wie stets - einer systemati
schen Beantwortung solcher Fragen ausweicht; es liegt nicht einmal 
ein Mythos yom Abstieg, yom descensus der Gottheit in diese Welt vor. 

AuBerdem muB vorausgeschickt werden, daB sich Plutarch mit der 
Antwort, die er auf die obige Frage bereit hatte, im Widerspruch zu 
vieien, wahrscheinlich zu den meisten Platonikern jener Zeit befand. 
Denn diese 7 5 waren genotigt, ihre 8coAoYO\)I1f:Va so abzufassen, daB 

74 So lac. i.o.l. 30; 944e. 
75 Eine solehe Konzeption, welehe die Gottheit als das in jeder Hinsicht Absolute 

definiert, hat Albinos, Did. 10; 164, 6 - 165, 29 vorgetragen; indes ist diese scharfe Ab
grenzung bereits bei Philon zu erkennen, der seinem Gott die Absolutheit des Seins, 
dem Menschen die Relativitiit des Werdens zuschreibt. 
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die platonisch verstandene Gottheit von jeder Beruhrung mit Mate
rieUem, ja von jeder auch nur indirekten Ruckwirkung freibleibt 76; 
von dem wieder und wieder verteidigten Axiom der ulrcapKEtU lieB 
sich die Forderung nicht trennen, daB die Gottheit in diese Welt nicht 
abzusteigen habe. 

Nicht so Plutarch. Er hat es an mindestens sechs SteUen, meist 
halb verdeckt,76 ausgesprochen, daB er mit der Konzeption eines 
derart weltabgewandten Gottes 77 nicht einverstanden ist; statt dessen 
wirkt die Gottheit mit gottlichen Organen in diese Welt hinein. Man 
durfte sagen: durch ein solches Wirken zerteilt sich die Gottheit; sie 
zerfasert sich. Da sie in solcher Zerfaserung nicht mit ihrer voUen 
Potenz wirkt, vermag sie ihre Intention, das Gute zu verwirklichen, 
nicht immer durchzufiihren; denn sie stoBt auf den Widerstand des 
Unvernunftigen, der uAoyiu - wobei Plutarch schwankt, ob man 
sich diese als die Passivitiit der Materie vorsteUen muB, die sich (wie 
jedes Material, das ein Kunstler formt) der Formung widersetzt, oder 
ob man dem Ansatz einer bosen Weltseele den Vorzug geben muB, 
eines Prinzips also, die Absichten einer oder mehrerer guter Seelen 
durch aktives Wirken zu durchkreuzen. 78 

Nun hiitte eine dezidierte Antwort auf die Frage, ob das Bose 
aktiv zu werden vermag,79 ganz wesentliche theologische Konsequenzen 
gehabt. Denn ein boses Prinzip, das planvoU dem Guten entgegenwirkt, 
konnte nicht mehr als uAoyiu, d.h. als Abwesenheit von Sinn und 
Vernunft definiert werden; es muBte zumindest mit Schaden bewirkender 
Schlauheit ausgestattet sein; Plutarch hat sich weislich gehutet, hierauf 
einzugehen. 

76 Plutarch muB gewuBt haben, daB er sich im Widerspruch zur herrschenden 
Richtung befand; daher befleiBigt er sich besonderer Ei)I..U~&lU, denn es muBte AnstoB 
erregen, wenn er die Gottheit mit den Trivialitiiten dieser Welt in Beriihrung treten 
lieB. 

77 Unumwunden greift Plutarch, de! orac. 30; 426d eine an Aristoteles orientierte 
Gottesvorstellung an, die Gott nur sich selbst anschauen liiBt; Plutarch bekennt sich 
zu einer der Welt zugewandten Gottheit. Nur dann liiBt sich begriinden, daB die Gott
heit das Tun der Menschen belohnt oder bestraft; vgl. ser. num. vind. 5; 5Soe 

78 Vgl. oben Anm. 13. Plutarch ist darin durchaus folgerichtig: Wenn es eine bose 
Weltseele gibt - so Is. 48; 370f., dann muB diese auch eine bose Schopfung hervor
bringen : dVUl ... tTJV lit ... tOlV Evavtirov OTH.IlOUPYOV. 

79 Dagegen stand es zur &UAa~&lU Plutarchs nicht im Widerspruch, Oberlegungen 
anzustellen, ob Diimonen bose sein konnen: de! orac. 16; 419a; sehr gemildert fac. 
i.o./. 30; 944d. Die Frage muB nach Plutarch bejaht werden. 
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Wiihrend Plutarch Oberlegungen meidet, die auf die Eigenschaften 
des Bosen und auf die Art seiner Aktivitiit zielen, hat er mit Eindeutig
keit und mit Priizision die eben so wichtige, komplementiire Frage 
beantwortet: ErHihrt das Gottliche, wenn es in die Welt wirkt, oder 
gar in die Welt eintritt, eine Minderung seines ethischen Wertes, seiner 
apE'tTJ? Diese Frage hat Plutarch mit Entschiedenheit verneint. U nd 
dieses Nein war offenbar gegen gnostische Tendenzen gerichtet, denen 
Plutarch entgegentreten wollte. 

Die Seele verfiigt tiber den Korper; er ist ihr Werzeug,80 durch 
das sie den Umkreis, in dem sie tiitig ist, gestaltet. 81 1st nun etwa 
die Seele ihrerseits Werkzeug einer hoheren Macht? la, die Gottheit 
bedient sich "der Seele".82 Nun wiire es aber nach Plutarchs Meinung 
falsch, sich Gott, Seele, Korperwelt als von einander getrennte Seins
stufen - etwa gar Hypostasen 83 - zu denken. Sondern die Seele 
ist ein Teil des Gottlichen, sie entstammt ihm, sodaB das Gottliche 
in ihr priisent ist, etwa wie die Substanz des Vaters im Kinde; 84 
und zwar ist der 'AoyoC; als das Organ zu bezeichnen,8 5 durch das die 
Gottheit in die Welt hinein wirkt. Dieses gottliche Werkzeug nimmt 
keine Verschlecherung an; wieder und wieder wird der Gedanke 
zurtickgewiesen, die Macht des Bosen reiche so weit, daB eine Perver
tierung des Logos entrete. 

Eben in dem Zusammenhange - niimlich in der Deutung der auf 
Isis und Typhon bezogenen iigyptischen Oberlieferungen - in welchem 
Plutarch dem Bosen, verkorpert durch Typhon, eine verhiiltnismiiBig 

80 HierfUr wichtig Pyth. orac. 21; 404bff.; damit wird der Lehrsatz, der aus dem 
platonischen Alk. I (vgl. oben Anm. 70) zu gewinnen war, auf das Verhaltnis aus
gedehnt, das zwischen der Gottlieit und der Seele besteht. 

81 Schon im Referat des Areios Oidymos (erhalten bei Stobaios II 49,8ff. W.-H.) 
iiber die Telos-Lehre des Eudoros wird die Aktivitat des Menschen zu der Gottes in 
Analogie geriickt: Oer eine ordnet und lenkt seine eigene LebensfUhrung (wie einen 
Mikrokosmos), der andere ordnet und lenkt den Makrokosmos. 

82 Neben die Anm. 80 zit. Stelle ist nunmehr zu riicken: Plat. quaest. 2; 1001bc. 
83 Hiermit ist der Grund bezeichnet, warum Plutarch sich wohl (vgl. oben S. 105f.) 

einen in sich gestuften Kosmos denken konnte; daB dagegen die seiende Gottheit 
derart gestuft sei, daB die Stu fen einander ausschlieBen, war ihm unvorstellbar; Plutarch 
hat es verweigert, den Ubergang von einer Kosmologie zu einer Ontologie zu vollziehen. 

84 So ausdriicklich Plat. quaest. 2; 1001b. 
85 Auffallig ist die Ubereinstimmung Plutarchs mit Thrasyllos, dessen Zeugnis hierzu 

bei Porphyrios In Ptol. harmonica p. 12,21-28 Oiiring erhalten ist. Oieser Beitrag 
zur Logos-Lehre der Platoniker ist behandelt in der Festschrift fUr P. Trouillard. 
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breite Spanne aktiven Wirkens einraumt, eben dort hat Plutarch die 
Trennungslinie mit beeindruckender Deutlichkeit gezogen. 

Eine Wendung der reich differenzierten Sage hatte den Prozess zum 
Gegenstand, den Typhon gegen Horos anstrengt: Dieser sei kein 
legitimer Sohn der Isis; 86 es war also eine i5iKl1 v09ciw; zu gewinnen 
oder zu verlieren. Hier verdient nun die "philosophische" Deutung, 
die Plutarch auf diese Mythenerzahlung anwendet, hochstes Interesse. 87 

Nach ihm hat Isis den Horos geboren als Abbild des KocrllO<; V0l1'tO<;.88 
Damit reprasentiert Horos die wahrnehmbare Welt. Nun ist die Einrede 
des Typhon, die crnlcrt<; also des Prozesses, gleichfalls "philosophisch" 
(womit die konkrete Frage nach der Vaterschaft vollig in den Hinter
grund tritt). Typhon macht geitend, durch die Beriihrung mit der 
Materie habe Horos die Eigenschaft verloren, rein und klar zu sein, 
wie es dem LOgos zukommt; sondern er sei durch Mischung zum 
Bastard geworden - vcv09WIlEVO<;.89 Hatte Typhon mit seiner Be
hauptung recht, dann ware hier (im Sinne der Gnosis) die substantielle 
Verschlechterung des anfanglich Guten erwiesen. 

Hiergegen wird das Zeugnis des Hermes 90 aufgeboten, dank dem 
Horos als Sieger aus dem Prozess hervorgeht. Hermes bezeugt und 
weist nach, daB sich die Natur nach dem Vorbild 91 des vOl1'tov, also 
der Idee, zum Guten hin umformt - Ilc'tUcrXl1llan~OIlEVl1 - und 
so die Welt hervorbringt; der Vorwurf, den Typhon erhob, wird ins 
Gegenteil verkehrt: Nicht der Logos verliert seinen Wert, wenn er 

86 Hieriiber, zunachst nur referierend, Plutarch, Is. 19; 358d. 
87 Plutarch, Is. 54; 373bc. 
88 Mit denselben Worten wie Plutarch a.O. beanstandet es Albinos, Did. 10; 164, \3 

Hermann, daB Menschen die Gotter mit Ziigen des Konkreten und des Wahrnehm
baren ausstatten; Gotter dagegen vermogen das Transzendente EiAIKPlvro~ Kill UI.llYro~ 
zu denken. Bei Plutarch streitet es Typhon dem Horos ab ro~ OUK mv KllellpO~ oM!; 
EiAIKPIVt'j~ o!o~ 0 Ttlltt'jp, AOYO~ IlUtO~ Klle' SIlUtOV Ul-llYt'j~ Kill UTtllei]~. Eine auf
fallende wortliche Ubereinstimmung. 

89 Hier nimmt Typhon die Ziige des Verleumders, des /)la~oAo~ an. 
90 GewiB spricht hier nicht der Hermes Trismegistos, der in den hermetischen 

Offenbarungsschriften das Wort nimmt. Immerhin wird die Beweisfiihrung, die den 
Prozess entscheidet, dem Hermes verdankt. Ais der AOYlrotlltO~ eErov (so Is. II; 355b) 
ist er dazu berufen, sein Zeugnis in der /)iKT] voeEiIl~ abzugeben. 

91 Die Aussage des Hermes lautet a.O. 373b TtpO~ to VOT]tOV i] q>UO'l~ I-lEtllcrXT]l-llltl~O
I-lEVT] tOY KOcrl-l0V UTto/)ilirocrIV. Hier ist die Praep. TtpO~ so gesetzt, wie in der schul
gerechten Darstellung der Dreiprinzipienlehre iiblich: TtpO~ to Ttllpa/)EIYI-lIl. Das ist 
bemerkenswert, weil sich bei Plutarch nur wenige Reminiszenzen dieser Art finden. 
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die Erschaffung der Welt bewirkt, sondern die Natur - <pucrtC; 

erfahrt einen Gewinn an Wert, wenn sie sich durch den Logos nach 
dem Vorbild der Idee umformen liiBt. Mit anderen Worten: Die 
Unverletzlichkeit und Unveriinderlichkeit des Gottlichen (Teilaspekt 
seiner UtrrUpKctU, vgl. oben S. 101)92 wird dadurch nicht verletzt 
oder gemindert, daB sich der Logos formend und zeugend in diese 
Welt hinein begibt. An anderer Stelle deutet Plutarch an, daB Zeus 
sich nicht in diese Welt hinein begeben wiirde, wenn er - da all
wissend - vorher wiiBte, daB er damit an seiner Substanz Schaden 
nehmen wiirde. Plutarch bleibt seiner mehrfach vorgetragenen Timaios
Exegese 93 durchaus treu; nach ihr drang der gottliche Impuls in das 
zuvor ungeordnet und wirr bewegte Chaos ein; dadurch bewirkte er 
die Formung und die Ordnung jenes Gebildes, das eben darum Kosmos 
heiBt. 

Mit diesen Gedanken entfernte sich Plutarch weit von der Lehr
meinung anderer Platoniker; diese lehnten es ab, sich die Schopfung 
als einen in der Zeit erfolgten Akt vorzustellen,94 und sie lehnten es 
ab, der Gottheit Ziige einer Personlichkeit, insbesondere eines personalen 
Willens, beizulegen. Was diese Punkte anlangt, war Plutarchs 9WAOyiu 
durchaus anders gestaltet. In der fUr Plutarch grundlegenden Ober
zeugung freilich, daB das Gute niemals schlecht werden kann, hielt 
er unverbriichlich am Erbe Platons fest. 95 Er hatte offenbar Grund, 
eben diese Oberzeugung anders Denkenden, Schlimmes Fiirchtenden 
gegeniiber mit Nachdruck zu verteidigen. 

VIII. 

Der vorstehende Oberblick hat zu mehreren Ergebnissen gefUhrt : 
[] In der Tat sind bei Plutarch gnostische Spuren nachzuweisen. 

92 So bes. de sera num. vindicta 5; 550cde, dazu 55lc; aile die das dort Gesagte 
beherzigen, gewinnen EUAa~Eta. 

93 Hiervon geht die Argumentation in de an procr. aus; vgl. bes. 3; IOI3b. Vgl. 
femer de virt. morali 3; 44ld und 12; 451bc. 

94 Vgl. hierzu die materialreiche Arbeit von M. Baltes: Die Weltentstehung des 
platonischen Timaios nach den antiken Interpreten, 2 Teile, 1976 und 1978. 

95 Vgl. Phaidros 247A und Tim. 29E; hiemach ist <peovo.; als das aktiv wirksame 
Ubelwollen aus dem Bereich des Gottlichen ausgeschlossen; vgl. auch Theait. 176A. 
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[] Plutarch hat offenbar Kenntnis von mancherIei Formen gnostischer 
Frommigkeit, auf die er in verschiedener Weise Riicksicht nimmt : 
[] In mehreren Fallen schlagt er fUr solche Leser, die von gnostischen 
Vorstellungen herkommen, eine Briicke: Sie konnen ihr Wissen in das 
Denkmodell, das Plutarch entwirft, einbringen. 
[] In der Frage : "Kann sich die Gottheit zum Schlechten verandern?" 
scheint Plutarch den gnostischen Standpunkt zu kennen; er lehnt ihn 
mit Entschiedenheit abo 
[] In mehreren Fallen ist kein sicheres Urteil moglich: Plutarch 
bekennt sich zur yvwcrt~ als einem religios-ethischen Wert. Er postuliert 
einen Dialog zwischen dem Gott zu Delphi, der den Adoranten "an
ruft" und dem derart Angerufenen, der Zug urn Zug in eine Gleich
artigkeit - 6~Ol6tTJ~ - mit dem Gott emporgehoben wird. Er ent
wirft(mit geringfUgiger Variation) Modelle des Aufstiegs, durch welchen 
die Seelen in die Sphiire des Mondes und der Sonne gelangen. 

Da liegen Formen religioser Vorstellungen und besonders religioser 
Rede vor, die aus der Gnosis wohl bekannt sind. Sicher aber ware 
der SchluB zu einfach, ja er ware einraltig: Alles, was innerhalb der 
Gnosis bezeugt ist, miisse darum typisch gnostisch, ja ausschlieBlich 
gnostisch sein. 

Vielmehr ist die Fiille der Formen und Aussageweisen, in denen 
sich religioses Denken und Empfinden (antik: qllAOcro<piu) auBern 
konnte, iiberreich und zudem noch kaum erforscht und durchge
arbeitet; 96 das eben laBt sich am Beispiel Plutarchs deutlich machen. 
Gnostische Frommigkeit kann sich in gleichen Formen manifestieren 
wie die Frommigkeit Plutarchs. Darum darf nicht voreilig geschlossen 
werden, es bestehe "Abhangigkeit" (vgl. Anm. 5); wohl aber besteht 
Affinitat. Denn die AuBerungen religiosen Denkens und Empfindens, 
sind in den lahrhunderten von Poseidonios bis Plotin, ja bis zu 
Proklos 97 von einem ganz bestimmten Stil gepriigt; mit Recht hat 

96 Verwunderlicher Weise sind wichtige Werke, die geradezu Angelpunkte der 
Religionswissenschaft darstellen, nahezu ohne Blick auf Plutarch abgefa13t worden: 
E. Rohde: Psyche; Ed. Norden: Agnostos Theos; A.J. Festugiere: La revelation 
d'Hermes Trismegiste; S. Petrement: Le dualisme, etc. Leider liesse sich diese Anti
Bibliographie noch sehr verliingern. 

97 Eine Kennzeichnung dieses Stils ist versucht in Die Religiositiit des Platonism us 
im 4. und 5. Jahrh. nach Christus, in Entretiims de la fondation Hardt 21, 1974, 257-
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O. Spengler seinerzeit betont, daB hier das "magische Zeitalter" 
beginne. Und es ist eine Zeitlang verfiihrerisch gewesen, aBe AuBerungen, 
die dieses Geprage tragen, "gnostisch" zu nennen. Damit ist nichts 
gewonnen, solange nicht die notwendige Trennscharfe gewonnen ist, 
urn innerhalb des weiten Komplexes, der von spatantiker Frommig
keit gepragt ist, die einzelnen Phanomene von einander zu sondern. 

So mag es erlaubt sein, mit diesem Satz zu schlieBen: Plutarch 
steht in man chen seiner Aul3erungen der Gnosis nahe; in seiner 
philosophisch-religiosen Entscheidung steht er in radikalem Gegensatz 
zu ihr. Dazwischen werden verschiedene Positionen teils der Zuneigung, 
teils der Abweisung erkennbar; diese vielfach differenzierten Sachver
halte j.lE't' EUAa~dac; darzusteBen, war Aufgabe dieser Seiten. 

285; und: Uberlegungen zum Wesen antiker Frommigkeit. in Pietas = Festschrift fiir 
B. K6tting. 1980.3-14. 
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Christians and Manichaeans in Third-Century Syria 

H. J. W. DRIJVERS 
(Groningen) 

The 42 Syriac Odes of Solomon have, ever since their discovery 
and first publication, been one of the most puzzling products of early 
Christianity. Their poetic language and imagery seems to baffle all 
attempts to determine their exact character, whereas the apparent lack 
of a coherent theological doctrine was the main reason for dating 
these ecstatic hymns of salvation at the end of the first or the beginning 
of the second century A.D., when the nascent christian faith was not 
yet exposed to the influence of Greek philosophical thought. 1 

Language and religious symbolism were considered true products 
of a real oriental christianity that preserved the authentic character 
of Jesus' preaching and salvation, and the Odes, therefore, have kept 
all the romantic flavour linked with such "prestige de l'origine". Recent 
research, however, has made clear that the Odes contain outspoken 
anti-Marcionite polemics, that they express christological conceptions 
in a highly symbolic and reflective wording that are based on second
century Antiochene theology with all its philosophical terminology, 
that they betray the influence of Tatian's Diatessaron and encratitic 
interpretation of christian tradition, and, therefore, ongmate in a 
bilingual culture and most likely are to date to the third century.2 

1 That is the opinion held by the first editor of the Odes, Rendel Harris in: Rendel 
Harris - Alphonse Mingana, The Odes and Psalms of Solomon, 2 Vols, Manchester 
1916-1920, U,6Iff.; the last editor J.H. Charlesworth, The Odes of S%man. The 
Syriac Texts, sec. ed., Missoula 1977, holds the same view, cf J. H. Charlesworth, 
The Odes of Solomon - Not Gnostic, in CBQ 31, 1969, 357-369; idem, Les Odes (/e 
Sa/oman et /es manuscrits de /a Mer Marte, in RB 77, 1970, 522-529; J. H. Charles
worth- R.-A. Culpepper, The Odes of S%man and the Gospel of John, in CBQ 35, 
1973, 298ff.; M. Lattke, Die Oden Sa/amos in ihrer Bedeutung for Neues Testament 
und Gnosis, 2 Vols (Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis 25/1.2), 1979, apparently suggests an 
early date too. 

2 H.J. W. Drijvers, Die Oden Sa/amos und die Po/emik mit den Markioniten im 
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Considering the anti-Marcionite tendency, the encratitic elements and 
the philosophical terminology, Edessa with its sophisticated culture 
could very well be their place of origin. 

The Coptic Manichaean Psalm-Book has only partly been subjected 
to systematic research since its publication in 1938. 3 A. Baumstark 
emphasized its relationship with Syriac christian hymns, the influence 
of Tatian's Diatessaron, and its strongly christian character: "Man 
vermag sich des Eindrucks kaum zu erwehren, als seien in das mani
chiiische Psalmbuch geradezu einzelne Texte christlich grosskirchlicher 
Herkunft in einer mehr oder weniger leichten Uberarbeitung oder 
sogar ohne eine solche ubernommen worden".4 Later research con
firmed that view. 5 The Manichaean psalms, therefore, playa para
mount role in the discussion about christian roots and elements in 
Manichaeism. 6 Like nearly all original Manichaean writings these psalms 
were also written in Syriac and later on translated into Coptic, most 
likely through a Greek intermediary version. Since the Psalm-Book 
as we have it now dates from the first half of the fourth century, 
the original Syriac version came into existence in the second half 
of the third century. 

The formal parallelism of the Manichaean Psalms with the Odes 
of Solomon is striking. Both were originally composed in Syriac and 
were also known in a Greek version, as is quite understandable in a 
bilingual cultural area. Part of the Greek version of Ode of Solomon 11 

syrischen Christentum, in Symposium Syriacum 1976 (OrChr A 205), 1978, 39-55; idem. 
Kerygma und Logos in den Oden Salomos dargestellt am Beispiel der 23. Ode, in Kerygma 
und Logos. Beitrage zu den geistesgeschichtlichen Beziehungen zwischen Antike und 
Christen tum, Festschrift Carl Andresen, hrsg. v. A.M. Ritter, Giittingen 1979,153-172; 
idem, The 19th Ode oj Solomon: Its Interpretation and Place in Syrian Christianity, in 
JTS 31, 1980, 337-355. 

3 C. R. C. AUberry, A Manichaean Psalm-Book, Part II, Stuttgart 1938. 
4 A. Baumstark, review of C. R. C. AUberry, A Manichaean Psalm-Book, in OrChr 

36,1941,117-126, esp. 122. 
5 P. Nagel, Die Psalmoi Sarakoton des manichiiischen Psalmbuches, in OLZ 62, 1967, 

123-130; E. Segel berg, Syncretism at Work: On the Origin oj some Coptic Manichaean 
Psalms, in Religious Syncretism in Antiquity. Essays in Conversation with Geo Widen
gren, ed. by B.A. Pearson, Missoula 1975, 191-203. 

6 Cf A. Biihlig, Christliche Wurzeln im Manichiiismus, in Mysterion und Wahrheit. 
Gesammelte Beitrage zur spatantiken Re1igionsgeschichte, Leiden 1968, 202-221; idem, 
Der Synkretismus des Mani, in Synkretismus im syrisch-persischen Kulturgebiet, AA WG 
96, 1975, 144-169. 
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even has been preserved in a papyrus from Egypt dating from the end 
of the third century.7 That the Manichaean Psalms must have been 
known in a Greek version too becomes clear from the many Greek 
words that the Coptic has preserved. The Manichaean Psalms as well 
as the Odes of Solomon were translated from Greek into Coptic, 
so that five Odes of Solomon found their way into the Pis tis Sophia, 
in which they, like the canonical psalms, were interpreted in a gnostic 
way.8 The Odes of Solomon and the Manichaean Psalms are thus, 
each in its own way, exponents of a Syriac hymnology that may go 
back to Bardai~an (154-222 A.D.), but which, very likely, is of much 
earlier date and which was eventually to find its most mature form 
with Ephrem Syrus (d. 373 A.D.).9 It would, therefore, be highly 
interesting if the Odes and the Psalms were to have some material 
points of contact, beside their formal ones, in order to get new light 
on religious developments in third-century Syria, of which so little 
is known. 

'In this connection Ode of Solomon 38 is of special interest as regards 
its contents and imagery. 

I. I ascended to the Light of Truth as into a chariot, 
And the Truth led me and caused me to go. 

2. And caused me to pass over chasms and rifts 
And saved me from cliffs and waves. 

3. And became to me a Haven of Salvation, 
And set me on the level of immortal life. 

4. And He went with me and made me rest and did not allow me to err, 
Because He was and is the Truth. 

5. And there was no danger for me, because I walked with Him, 
And I did not err in anything because I obeyed Him. 

7 M. Testuz, Papyrus Bodmer X-XlI, Cologny-Geneve 1959; cf M. Lattke, Die aden 
Salomos, Vol. I, 1-23; see also J. A. Emerton, Some Problems of Text and Language 
in the Odes of Solomon, in JTS 18, 1967,372-406. 

8 Odes of Solomon I (complete?); 5, I-II; 6,8-18; 22 and 25; cf A. Kragerud, Die 
Hymnen der Pistis Sophia, Oslo 1967; M. Lattke, Die aden Salomos, 1,187-225. 

9 A. Baumstark, OrChr 36, 1941, 125f. already drew attention to Sumerian and 
Akkadian hymns; cf G. Widengren, Mesopotamian Elements in Manichaeism (King 
and Saviour lIJ. Studies in Manichaean, Mandaean and Syrian-Gnostic Religion, UUA 
1946 : 3, passim. 



120 H.J. W. DRIJVERS 

6. For Error fled away from Him, 
And did not resist Him, 

7. But the Truth was proceeding on the right way, 
And whatever I did not know He declared to me. 

8. All the drugs of Error, 
And those pitfalls which are considered the sweetness of death, 

9. And the author of the Corruption. 
I looked on when the corrupted Bride was adorned 
And the Bridegroom who corrupts and is corrupted. 

10. And I asked the Truth, Who are these? 
And He said to me : This is the Deceiver and the Error. 

I!. And they imitate the Beloved and His Bride 
And they cause the world to err and corrupt it. 

12. And they invite many to the wedding feast, 
And give them to drink the wine of their drunkenness, 

13. So that they vomit up their wisdom and knowledge 
and they make them mindless. 

14. Then they abandon them 
And so they go about like mad and corrupted men. 

15. Since there is not heart in them 
Neither do they look for it. 

16. But I have been made wise so as not to fall into the hands of 
the Deceivers, 
And I rejoiced in myself because the Truth had gone with me. 

17. And I was established and lived and was redeemed, 
And my foundations were laid on the hand of the Lord, 
For He planted me. 

18. For He set the root, 
And watered it and fixed it and blessed it, 
And its fruits will be forever. 

19. It penetrated deeply and sprang up and spread wide, 
And became full and large. 

20. And the Lord alone was glorified 
In His planting and His cultivation 

21. In His care and in the blessing of His lips, 
In the beautiful planting of His right hand 
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22. And in the existence of His planting, 
And in the understanding of His Mind. 1 0 

Hallelujah. 
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"This Ode from its first verse is full of difficulties and obscurities" 
sighed R. Harris, the first editor of the Odes, and R. Murray comple
tely agrees with him in declaring Ode 38 "very obscure".l1 Within 
the context of this paper it is not necessary to give a full commentary 
on this hymn, but for its understanding two points are crucial: who 
is the Light of Truth and who are the corrupted Bride and Bridegroom? 
R. Harris in his commentary on the Odes suggested that the Odist was 
attacking the Manichaean church, but rejected that idea because in 
his view the Odes date from the beginning of the second century A.D. 
"If it were not for the fact that antiquity has been established for 
the Odes, both as regards individual compositions, and as a collection, 
we should have been tempted to regard this attack on the heretical 
teachers who make men mad, as a conventional Patristic attack on 
Mani and his followers the Manichaeans". Since it is, however, clear 
from Ignatius' Letters that heretics had been classed with mad dogs 
from a very early time, Mani is "only a belated illustration" of that 
traditional polemical pattern. 12 R. Harris' suggestion is worth 
reconsidering in the light of the imagery in the Coptic Manichaean 
Psalm-Book. 

As in all other Odes of Solomon, the "I" is the redeemed believer 
who has gained immortal life, insight into God's saving plans for 
mankind, true Wisdom so that he cannot err, and who has become in a 
sense identical with Christ. The believer becomes a son of God, born 
of God (cf. John 1, 12f.) like the only begotten Son. 13 The central 

10 My translation differs in various points from that given by J. H. Charlesworth, 
The Odes of Solomon, who often misunderstood the meaning of the text; cf G.J. Reinink, 
JSJ 5, 1974,64-68. 

II R. Harris, The Odes and Psalms of Solomon, II, 394; R. Murray, Symbols of 
Church and Kingdom. A Study in Early Syriac Tradition, Cambridge 1975, 133. 

12 R. Harris, The Odes and Psalms of Solomon, II, 395. 
\3 That becomes clear from Ode 41,7; Ode 36; Ode 10, I ff.; Ode 28; the usual 

division of these Odes between Christ and the Odist respectively as singers of the 
different parts of these Odes is, therefore, not in accordance with the theology of the 
Odes in general; see my forthcoming monograph on the Christo logy of the Odes of 
Solomon (Subs. CSCO). 
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terms in the first eight verses of this Ode: Light, Truth, immortal 
Life, the right way, rest, suggest the theological climate of St John's 
Gospel, so that the Light of Truth undoubtedly denotes Christ. 14 

The Light of Truth is actually a combination of St John 1,5: And the 
Light shineth in the darkness, and St John 1,14: ... the only-begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth (cf. St John 1,17; 14,6; 16,13). 
This Light of Truth guides the believers to eternal life to which He 
himself went (cf. St John 13, 3lff.) and guides them in truth by His 
Spirit of Truth (cf. St John 16, 13: Howbeit when he, the Spirit of 
Truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth, for he shall not 
speak of himself, but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak; 
and he will show you things to come). The gaining of immortal life is 
symbolized as a dangerous journey in a chariot that stands for the 
Light of Truth, and at the same time as an ascension to the Light. 
The symbol of the chariot is not uncommon in the Odes of Solomon; 
it occurs in Ode 23, 11 to denote Christ's earthly journey during which 
he made manifest God's glory, and goes back to the symbolism of God's 
chariot or merkabah that is mentioned in Ez. 1 and Ps. 68, 18. 15 The 
symbolism of waves and haven of salvation might go back to the story 
of the crossing of the Red Sea, which is a very common symbol for the 
journey trom death to life, from danger to salvation. Remarkable is 
the occurence of the Greek word Kiv()uvo~ to denote the danger that 
threatens man on his journey to Light and Life. It also occurs in 
Ode 39,8 in a context that reminds of the crossing of the Red Sea 
which symbolically stands for the Way to the eternal life : 

put on the name of the Most High and know Him, 
And you shall cross without danger (Kiv()uvo~) 
Because rivers shall be obedient to you. 

In the New Testament Kiv()l)vo~ only occurs in Rom. 8,35 and 
II Cor. 1, lOff., where it indicates a danger that separates man from 
Christ. 

14 Cf J. H. Charlesworth - R. A. Culpepper, The Odes of Solomon and the Gospel 
of John. in CBQ 35, 1973, 307, quoting Ode 18,6 (cf II, II, 19; 15, I f.) and comparing 
it with St John's Gospel 1,5. 

15 Cf Drijvers, Kerygma und Logos in de Oden Salomos, 165ff. 
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Guided by the Truth the believer is shown an anti-church, a false 
imitation of the Beloved and His Bride. The Beloved is the Beloved 
Son, i.e. Christ as He is called at His baptism in the river Jordan 
(Matth. 3, 17 par.). The term is also to be found in Ode 8,22 with 
exactly the same meaning. His Bride symbolizes the Church according 
to Rev. 21,9-10. True insight into the erroneous character of this 
corrupted Couple of Bride and Bridegroom (cf. Matth. 25, 1-13) brings 
the believer great joy and he therefore praises God's planting. God's 
planting is a very common symbol in Syriac literature that goes back 
to the Gospel and Revelation of John (cf. John 15 and Rev. 22) 
and Old Testament texts like Is. 5 and Ps. 80. 16 When this planting, 
which at the same time is the tree of life, is called the planting 
of the Right Hand, the Church of Christ is meant, since Christ in the 
Odes of Solomon is commonly denoted as the Right Hand (Ode 
8,6,20; 14,4; 18,7; 19,5; 22,7; 25,2,9); the term goes back to the 
christo logical interpretation of Ps. 110, 1. 1 7 In this planting, i.e. in 
Christ's Church the knowledge of God's plans ("the understanding 
of His Mind") is extant and can be attained, and in this way the last 
verse of the Ode is linked with the first, because the Light of Truth 
reveals and embodies God's Will and Thought. 18 

It is noteworthy that the believer is identified, as it were, with 
Christ and the earthly continuation of His incarnation, the Church. 
The assembly of believers, the sons of God (cf. John 1,12-13) continue 
the earthly existence of the Son of God, who guides them in truth. 

In this way the relation between and the identity of the Odist and 
the Light of Truth is clarified in broad outlines. But who are the 
corrupted Bride and Bridegroom? The wording and imagery of Ode 38 
contain some hints that this corrupted Couple disguises Mani and the 
Manichaean church. All the symbols and images in Ode 38 have exact 
parallels and counterparts in the Manichaean Psalm-Book, and they 
often give the impression that they are used on purpose in order to 
attack related concepts in Manichaean doctrine. 

16 Cf R. Murray, Symbols o/Church and Kingdom, 95fT. 
17 J. Danielou, Theologie du Judeo-Christianisme, Tournai 1958, 282 ss.; idem, Etudes 

d'exegese judeo-chretienne (Les Testimonia), Paris 1966, 42-49: La session it la droite 
du pere. 

18 Cf Ode 9, 3-5; 16,8,9; 6,19; 17,5 and 23, 5-6; Drijvers, Kerygma und Logos in den 
aden Salomos, 158 fT. for more parallels. • 
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The Light of Truth, undoubtly a title of Jesus in the Syriac Ode 
of Solomon which teaches his believer the truth and protects him from 
error, has a counterpart in the Spirit of Truth, which denotes Mani 
in the Coptic Bema Psalms, the first section of the Psalm-Book. 

Ps. CCXXIII (9,3-10): 

Let us worship the Spirit of the Paraclete. 
Let us bless our Lord Jesus who has sent to us 
the Spirit of Truth. He came and separated us from the Error 
of the world, he brought us a mirror, we looked, we saw the Universe in it. 
When the Holy Spirit came he revealed to us 
the way of Truth and taught us that there are two 
Natures, that of Light and that of Darkness, ... '9 

Just as the Light of truth, Jesus, leads his believer on the way 
of Truth to immortal life, so does the Paraclete-Spirit : 

Ps. CCXXVII (22,6-10): 

This is the way of Truth, this is the stairway 
that leads to the height, that will lead us up to the Light. 
From the beginning the First Man is this way and Jesus the Dawn and 
the Paraclete-Spirit they have summoned thee, 
o Soul, that thou mayest ascend to the height by it. 20 

Ode 38 describes the way of Truth to salvation as a journey in a chariot, 
which is the divine Truth itself, to the haven of salvation. The opening 
verses of this Ode seemingly contain a contamination of two different 
sets of symbolism; on the one hand the image of a journey in a chariot 
through a waste land, on the other hand a voyage by boat on a dangerous 
sea to a safe haven. The symbolism of ship and haven, which is very 
frequent in patristic literature, is rather rare in the Syriac area. It 
occurs, but incompletely, with Aphraates and several times in the Acts 
of Thomas, next to this single instance in the Odes of Solomon. 
It is, however, very frequent in the Manichaean Psalms and in Mani-

19 On Mani as the Paraclete see O. Klima, Manis Zeit und Leben, Prag 1962, 
234 ff.; 365 ff.; on the Manichaean Bema-Feast cf. C. R. C. Allberry, Das manichiiische 
Bema-Fest, in ZNW 37, 1938, 2-10 = Der Manichiiismus, hrsg. v. G. Widengren, 
Darmstadt 1977, 317-327; J. Ries, La fete de Bema dans I'Eglise de Mani, REAug 
22, 1976,218-233. Cf Allberry, Psalm-Book, 20, 21-24. 

20 Cf Psalm-Book 25,3; 31,23-24. 
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chaean literature in general. 21 The journey of the soul to the world 
of Light is often compared to a voyage by ship to a haven in Mani
chaean texts. Some quotations from the Manichaean psalms may 
illustrate the use of that symbolic complex, especially in the Psalms 
to Jesus. 

Ps. CCXLV (52, 16-18): 

Come to me my Saviour (cromlP), the haven of 
my trust. Bestir thyself, 0 soul that watchest in the chains 
that have long endured, and remember the ascent into the 
air (a1)p) of joy. 

Ps. CCXLIX (58, 14) : 

I traversed (?) all places in haste, I found no haven save Christ. 22 

Ps. CCLIII (63, 13-14), where the soul speaks: 

Lo, the fight (aymv) I have finished; 10 my ship I have brought to the 
shore, no storm has overwhelmed it, no wave has seized it. 23 

In the rather badly preserved Ps. CCLXII even the same Greek word 
for haven is used as in Ode 38 i.e. A.l J.lTJ v , 77, 14-16 : 

... his ship into the harbour (A11l1lV) .. . 
the helmsman on high, his ........................................................... . 
... fashion it, that thou mayest make the voyage of the holy ones. 24 

In Ps. CCLXXV (95, 8) Jesus is called "haven of Light" and another 
text from the ",uA.J.loi rUpUKffitWV calls Him "a ship, blessed are we 
if we sail upon it" (166,11). The symbolism is fully elaborated in 
another of the ",uA.J.loi rUpUKffitWV (151, 31 - 152, 5) : 

The ship of Jesus has come to port, laden with garlands and gay palms. 

21 Cf H. Rahner, Symbole der Kirche, Salzburg 1964, 239-564 and R. Murray, 
Symbols of Church and Kingdom, 250; Acts of Thomas (ed. W. Wright), 206, 19 (trans!. 
178); 322,12-13 (trans!. 288); Aphraates, Dem. XIV, 684,4-5; for the Manichaean use 
of this symbolism see: V. Arnold-Doben, Die Bildersprache des Manichiiismus, Arbeits
materialien zur Religionsgeschichte 3, Koln 1978, 63-70. C( Keph. 8 and Bohlig, Der 
Synkretismus des Mani, 148f. on 0VlIm; idem, Probleme des manichiiischen Lehrvortrages, 
in Mysterion und Wahrheit, 230f. 

22 Cf Psalm-Book 60,24f.; 66,9; 83,25ff.; Arnold-Doben, Die Bildersprache des 
Manichiiismus, 68-70. 

23 Cf Psalm-Book 70,3ff.; 73,7; 147, 34ff. 
24 Cf Psalm-Book 77,21; 78,23f.; 139,24. 
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It is Jesus who steers it, he will put in for us until we embark. The holy 
ones are they whom he takes, the maidens are they whom he ... Let us 
also make ourselves pure that we may make our voyage ... The ship 
of Jesus will make its way up to the height. It will bring its cargo to the 
shore and return for them that are left behind. 

The Odist explicitly states that he does not risk any danger (KtVOtJVO<;) 

since he is companied by the Light of Truth. It is noteworthy and may 
not be mere coincidence that the same Greek word is used to describe 
the situation of man in the beginning at the creation of the world, 
during his earthly lifetime and after his death when he crosses over 
to the land of immortal life; 

Ps. CCXXXVIII (39,6-9): 

Let us bear up, my brethren, in fortitude, and let us ... 
and let us make away with the second danger (Kiv8uvoS;) ... 
from the beginning we were rescued from the first, so ... 
... we shall pass over and cross the last also. 25 

The imagery of Bride, Bridegroom and the Wedding-Feast is very 
common in Manichaean literature to denote the Manichaean Church. 26 

Actually the Manichaeans are the only gnostics who used that sym
bolism often in combination with the parable in Matth. 25. Mani 
himself is called the Bridegroom of his Church; so Ps. CCXXXVII 
(37,25-32) : 

Let us all sing together unto Mani, the man of God 
on the holy perfect day, and let us be glad and 
learn the mysteries of the life of the Saviour «(Jom'lP) Jesus 
and make festival and render glory to the Sage, the Paraclete. 
Light your lamps (AU!!1t!lS;) and .. 
And keep watch on the day of the Bema for the Bridegroom 
of joy and receive the holy rays (uK'tiS;) of Light. 27 

cf. 154, 5-6 : 

25 Cf AUberry's note p. 39: The three dangers seem to be (I) the cosmic danger 
in the beginning, when the Dark threatened to defeat the Light, from which we were 
redeemed; (II) the danger in this present life, our corruption by the body and its 
lusts; (III) the danger that at the last assize we may be condemned and be bound 
for ever in the Bolos. 

26 Arnold-Doben, Die Bildersprache des Manichiiismus, 78-85; Widengren, Mesopo
tamian Elements in Manichaeism, 109-122. 

27 See J. Ries, La/he de Bema dans fEglise de Mani, in REAug 22,1976, 218ff. 
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The Bride is the Church, the Bridegroom is the Mind (vou~) of Light. 
The Bride is the soul, the Bridegroom is Jesus. 28 

127 

When Ode 38 emphasizes that the false Bride and Bridegroom cause 
the world to err and make men drunken, then this wording gives the 
impression that the Odist is perverting Manichaean statements about 
their own church; e.g. 

Ps. CCXLVIII (56,15-25): 

Come, my Lord Jesus, the Saviour (cro)"[11P) of souls, who hast saved me 
from the drunkenness and Error (ltAavT]) of the world (K6crJlo~). Thou 
art the Paraclete whom I have loved since my youth: Thy Light shines 
forth in me like the lamp (AaJlltU~) of light: thou hast driven away from 
me the oblivion of Error (ltAaVT]) 

Christ and the church I have distinguished from the deceit 
«(mutT]) of the world (K6crJlo~). 29 

The whole passage in Ode of Solomon 38 that describes the false 
Church seems to contain more hidden clues pointing to Mani, especially 
in stressing the madness he causes so that people become mindless and 
even do not have a heart. That fits very well with the traditional 
word-play on Mani's name that often is connected with Greek Jluviu 
and JlUV1KOC;: Eusebius, Theophania IV, 30: ... that madman of yester
day and of our own times, whose name became the titular badge 
of the Manichaean heresy; Cyril of Jerusalem, Cat. VI, 19: Thou must 
hate all heretics, but especially him who even in name is a maniac, 
who arose lately under the emperor Probus.30 

The explicit mention of the smmn' d!yw( drugs of error in 

28 Cf Psalm-Book 159, 1-3. 
29 On error and drunkenness in Manichaeism cf Psalm-Book 8, 22-25; 9, 3-9; 26, II ff.; 

193,25; Ephrem Syrus, Hymni contra Haereses (ed. Beck, CSCO, S 76-77, Louvain 
1957) 24, 4-7: Die falschen Lehrer aber .,. glichen sich der Schonheit des Brautigams 
an, urn die Braut mit seiner Schonheit zu fangen; cf Hymn 47, 3-4; Ode of Solomon 
33 refers to the same opponent, also called the Corruptor, and should, therefore, be 
considered a second instance of polemics with the Manichaean church. 

30 Quoted by R. Harris, The Odes and Psalms of Solomon, Vol. II, 395; the word
play occurs with Titus of Bostra, Contra Manichaeos Libri quattuor, ed. P. A. de Lagarde, 
Hannover 19242 ,70,33; 72,2; and Serapion of Thmuis, ed. R. P. Casey, Ill, 9-23 et al.; 
cf E. Beck, Ephriims Polemik gegen Mani und die Manichiier im Rahmen der zeit
genossischen griechischen Polemik und der des Augustinus, (CSCO Subs. 55), Louvain 
1978, Iff. 
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VS. 8 may also contain a hidden allusion to Mani's profession of 
physician and his miraculous healings. Moreover smmn' = drugs is a 
hapax in the Odes only occuring here. 31 In contradistinction to Mani's 
healings the Odist states that these drugs which seems to be sweet only 
lead to death and not to eternal Life. 

The description of God's planting i.e. His Church in the last part 
of Ode 38 also deserves some attention. This Ode is the only one 
of the whole collection that uses this derivate of the root n$b = to 
plant, namely n$bt' = planting to denote the church. This use has 
exact parallels in the Manichaean Psalm-Book: 

Ps. CCLXI (75,28-30) : 

I have known the way of the holy ones, these 
ministers of God who are in the church, the place wherein the 
Paraclete planted the tree of knowledge. 32 

Psalm of Thomas (218, 15-19): 

I went forth to plant a garden beyond 
the confines of this world, choosing and planting in it the plants 
that grew in the Living ones. I will give orders to the gardener: 
Attend to my trees, my new plants. 33 

Ode of Solomon 38, therefore, attacks the Manichaean church by using 
well-known Manichaean imagery like 'haven', 'danger', 'drugs', 'Bride 
and Bridegroom', 'drunkenness', 'planting' etc., which for the greater 
part occur only in this Ode and not in the other hymns of the col
lection. It also refers to traditional elements in polemics with the 
Manichaeans, such as the word-play with 'mad' and offers a very 
sophisticated example of christian anti-heretical literature which twists 
and perverts the central ideas of its opponents. The area and time 
in which the Odes of Solomon originate know only two heretical 

31 Cf the text M 566 I: ... 'I am a doctor from Babylon'; Psalm-Book 46, 1-47: Lo, 
the great physician has come ... A skilful one is he in his work; his mouth also is sweet 
in its words. He knows how to cut a wound, to put a cool medicament upon it ... 
see L. J. R. Ort, Mani. A religio-historical description of his personality, Leiden 1967, 
95 fT.; Psalm-Book 152,22-23 and Arnold-Doben, Die Bildersprache des Manichiiismus, 
97-107. 

32 Cf Ode of Solomon 11,18-21 and Arnold-Doben, Die Bildersprache, 25-30. 
33 Cf G. Widengren, Mesopotamian Elements in Manichaeism, 18-30. 
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organisations of importance, Marcionites and Manichaeans. Although 
both built a solid ecclesiastical structure, only the Manichaeans come 
into consideration as the target of Ode 38 considering the whole 
phrasing and the use of images also known with Mani's followers. 
Since Mani got his second revelation on April 19 A.D. 240, this offers 
a terminus post quem for the dating of the Odes of Solomon. 34 

A date around 275 A.D., therefore, seems to be likely and possible 
taking into account the doctrinal elements in other Odes of the collec
tion that seem to refer to christo logical controversies in the second half 
of the third century.35 

Ode of Solomon 38 is, therefore, the oldest anti-manichaean document 
known so far, having been written during or shortly after Mani's lifetime 
in one of the central regions of his mission, the bilingual Syrian area. 
Taking into account language and substance of this Ode it was in all 
likelihood composed in the city of Edessa, which had an important 
Manichaean congregation to which Mani addressed one of his letters. 
Fragments of this epistle have been preserved in the Cologne Mani 
Codex which itself goes back to a Syriac original. 36 

The concealed manner of polemic in Ode 38, which is only under
standable for insiders with a substantial knowledge of christian and 
manichaean doctrine and symbolism that seem to have so much in 
common, throws a new light on the relations between Christians and 
Manichaeans in third-century Syria. On the one hand it might be an 
indication of a weak position of the 'orthodox' group which did not 
make possible any open controversy with the Manichaeans in which 
chapter and verse were given. On the other hand the differences 

34 L. Koenen, Das Datum der Offenbarung und Geburt Manis, in ZPE 8, 1971, 
247-250; A. Henrichs-L. Koenen, Ein griechischer Mani-Codex, in ZPE 5, 1970, 119ff. 

35 See e.g. Ode 41,13-15: 
The Son of the Most High appeared 
in the perfection of His Father. 
And Light dawned from the Word 
that was before time in Him. 
The Messiah is truly one 
And He was known before the foundations of the world, 
That He might give life to souls for ever by the truth of His name. 

36 A. Henrichs-L. Koenen, Ein griechischer Mani-Codex, in ZPE 5, 1970, 108ff.; 
A. Henrichs-L. Koenen, Der Kiilner Mani-Kodex (P. Colon. inv. nr. 4780). Edition 
der Seiten 1-72, in ZPE 19,1975,64,8-65,18. 
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between Manichaean and 'orthodox' Christian seem to be so small 
that they are only intelligible for the learned circles in which the 
Odes of Solomon seem to originate. For the rest these differences 
are hardly conceivable especially for the general public. Christians 
and Manichaeans had a common fund of religious symbolism and 
language to express views on the world and salvation that in the long 
run became radically opposite, but that had a lot in common in the 
missionary situation of Manichaeism in an area with a variety of 
Christian groups and doctrines such as Edessa in the third century. 

It has usually been assumed that the christian elements in Mani
chaeism reached Mani through a gnostic filter. Marcion and Bardai~an 
were made responsible for Mani's knowledge of christian tradition. 37 

Such a restricted view on the relations between both groups seems 
hardly tenable in the light of the foregoing. It is rather more in 
agreement with the historical situation and development during the 
third century in the Edessean area to assume that Mani and Mani
chaeism heavily drew upon the whole of christian tradition and literature 
extant in that time without any restriction to a supposedly gnostic 
strain. 38 The Coptic Manichaean Psalm-Book and the Syriac Odes 
of Solomon both originate in the same area and the same time and 
demonstrate the common background that both share. The Manichaean 
Psalms are truly Manichaean products and do not give the impression 
of being revised Christian hymns as Baumstark thought. The Odes 
of Solomon refer to Christian concepts that may be labelled orthodox, 
and oppose heretical views of Marcionites and Manichaeans. Their 
common symbolism and imagery make clear how vague and narrow 
the dividing-lines between the various groups really were. 

37 A. Bohlig, Christliche Wurzeln im Manichiiismus, in Mysterion und Wahrheit, 
208ff.; idem, Der Synkretismus des Mani, 158ff.; K. Rudolph, Gnosis und Manichiiismus 
nach den koptischen Quellen, in Koptologische Studien in der DDR, WZ Halle 1965 
(Sonderheft), 158; cf P. Nagel, Die apokryphen Apostelakten des 2. und 3. Jahrhunderts 
in der manichiiischen Literatur. Ein Beitrag zur Frage nach den christlichen Elementen 
im Manichiiismus, in Gnosis und Neues Testament, Berlin 1975, 149ff. 

38 A more comprehensive study of these relations is planned by the present author. 



ELEMENTS GNOSTIQUES DANS L'CEUVRE DE MACROBE 

JACQUES FLAMANT 
(Montpellier) 

II peut paraitre etonnant de rechercher dans l'reuvre d'un ecrivain 
latin du V-erne siecle les traces d'une gnose pratiquement disparue 
en Occident, mis a part Ie Manicheisme que Macrobe ignore totalement; 
il ne reconnait, comme maitres a penser, que Ciceron et Platon dont 
l'accord fondamental lui parait un dogme infrangible, ainsi que Plotin 
et Porphyre, fideIes continuateurs de I'authentique philosophie platoni
cienne. Nous croyons avoir montre ailleurs qu'au fond il reussit assez 
bien a concilier son Commentaire au Songe de Scipion avec la meilleure 
orthodoxie neo-platonicienne. 1 Pourtant I'reuvre de Porphyre, source 
immediate qu'il utilise Ie plus frequemment, charrie encore, comme 
de gros blocs erratiques, des themes, des concepts et des images 
typiquement (sinon exclusivement comme nous Ie verrons) gnostiques; 
la chute de l'ame, I'oubli de sa condition premiere, son voyage a 
travers les spheres, autant de themes fondamentaux qu'on trouve aussi 
bien dans Ie Commentaire que dans les traites gnostiques. On sa it que, 
sur ces points, la science de Macrobe remonte Ie plus souvent a 
Numenius. 2 Or ce dernier est indiscutablement a la charniere de la 
gnose naissante et d'un platonisme en pleine mutation. II y a pres de 
cinquante ans deja, H. C. Puech avait bien montre ce qu'a de structurelle
ment gnostique la pensee de Numenius. 3 

Aussi Macrobe est-il souvent cite a titre de source par les auteurs 
traitant de la gnose. 4 Mais cela n 'a pas forcement la signification 

I Macrobe et Ie nI?o-platonisme latin d la fin du IVe sil,cle (EPRO 58), Leiden 1977; 
cf. notre conclusions, 645-651. 

2 Nous sommes avec Dodds et De Ley, contre Beutler et Elferink, pour une attribution 
«longue» d'ln Somn. 1,12 a Numenius (ibid., 546-562); cf. Ie C. R. de J. P. Culianu, in 
Aevum 53, 1979, 190-193. 

3 Numenius d'Apamee et les theologies orientales au second siec/e, in AIPO II (Melanges 
Bidez) , 1934, 745-778, repris dans En quete de la Gnose, l: la Gnose et Ie Temps, Paris 
1978, 25-54, et particulierement 50 et 52. 

4 Ainsi H.C. Puech, Numenius d'Apamee, 48, n. 3, H. Jonas, The Gnostic Religion, 
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attendue; en etudiant autrefois Ie dossier astrologique du Commentaire 
(Macrobe est, parmi les auteurs non specialistes de cette science, l'un 
des plus cites par Ie grand historien de l'astrologie grecque, A. Bouche
Leclerq), nous nous sommes aper~u que Macrobe n'attachait que peu 
d'importance a cette science qui lui fournissait seulement des exemples 
pour illustrer ses propos, mais dont les dogmes Ie laissaient indifferent 
sinon franchement sceptique. 5 Le cas de la gnose est evidemment assez 
different: il ne s'agit plus d'une science (et meme d'une technique) 
mais d'une certaine conception du monde, d'une vision de la realite 
d'autant plus trompeuse qu'elle s'exprime a travers les memes themes, 
les memes mythes, que les conceptions adverses. Au debut du siecle, 
deja, W. Bousset avait bien senti la contradiction entre les deux courants 
qui traversent l'Hermetisme, l'un platonicien et optimiste, l'autre 
gnostique et fondamentalement pessimiste, ce que Ie P. Festugiere 
devait magistralement mettre en valeur par la suite. 6 Macrobe serait-il 
parfois, inconsciemment a coup sur, plus gnostique qu'il ne parait? 

On pourrait croire qu'avec d'aussi bons maitres que Plotin et Porphyre 
il a echappe a la tentation de la gnose, tentation toujours vivante, en 
quelque sorte inherente a la structure meme de l'esprit humain. Mais 
ici les choses se compliquent un peu. Sans doute Plotin a-t-il parfaite
ment pris conscience de l'abime qui separait du pessimisme gnostique 
la pen see grecque classique (Ie Cosmos est, comme son nom l'indique, 
une admirable creation dont l'harmonie revele la main de Dieu); Ie 
celebre traite II,9 l'exprime bien dans son titre: «Contre ceux qui 
disent que Ie demiurge du Monde est mechant et que Ie Monde est 
mauvais»; mais Plotin avait d'abord assez bien accueilli les gnostiques 
dans son ecole et il en reste des traces dans la partie de son reuvre 
anterieure a ce traite qui pronon~a une rupture definitive. 7 De fait, 

Boston 1958,58, 158; W. Bousset (Hauptprobleme der Gnosis, Gottingen, 1907,362-364) 
mettait deja en paralWe In Somn. 1,12 et I'extrait du traite hermetique Poimandres 
dont nous parierons plus loin. 

S Macrobe et Ie nI?o-platonisme, 455-59. 
6 W. Bousset, C. R. de Kroll in G6ttingische Gelehrte Anzeigen, 1914, 697-755; 

A.J. Festugiere, La revelation d'Hermes Trismegiste, 4 vol. 1944-54; la question est 
c1airement exposee dans Hermetisme et mystique pai"enne, Paris 1964,28-87. 

7 H. C. Puech, Plotin et les gnostiques in Entretiens sur l'Antiquite c1assique, vol. 5, 
Vandreuvres-Geneve 1957, 161-190, art. remanie dans En quete de la Gnose ... I, 83-116: 
cf. plus specialement 101 sq. 
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il n'a jamais totalement leve la contradiction entre une vision optimiste 
de l'animation du monde, et une vision plus «gnostique» de la chute 
- et de la perte - des ames dans Ie monde. 8 «Aprt!s tout, - comme 
Ie rappelle pertinemment H. C. Puech - la probleme initial de Plotin 
est Ie meme que celui des gnostiques et de son epoque: Ie salut de 
l'ame ou du «moi» qu'il convient de retrouver dans sa verite, de 
ressaisir dans son integrite, et de liberer du monde».9 

Ce sera encore, bien entendu, Ie probleme de Macrobe. 
En second lieu, il semble que Porphyre, surtout apres la mort de 

son maitre, ait ete moins sensible au danger gnostique et plus per
meable aux influences orientales, souvent teintees de gnose. Meme s'il 
ne faut pas prendre au pied de la lettre l'affirmation peremptoire de 
Proclus: «De cette fa<;on de penser est Ie philosophe Porphyre et il 
efit ete bien etonnant en effet qu'il s'eIoignat dans ses dires de la 
doctrine de Numenius»,10 il est indiscutable que la pensee du philo
sophe d'Apamee l'a fortement marque, et les traces de cette influence 
sont encore bien visibles chez Ie commentateur du Songe de Scipion. 

DeIaissant, en principe, la recherche des sources (que nous pratique
rons cependant a l'occasion), nous voudrions essentiellement, par une 
analyse de type phenomenologique et non plus historique, montrer 
comment Macrobe reagit lorsqu'il se trouve en presence de themes 
proprement gnostiques dont il sent confusement Ie danger; se laisse-t-il 
aller au courant qui l'entraine vers une vision gnostique du monde, 
ou est-il capable alors de resister a cette deviation heretique, soit en 
s'aidant de ses maitres, soit en faisant appel a ses propres forces, 
«adjecto si quid post iI/os aut sentire fas erat aut audere in intel/ectum 
licebat».l 1 

Le Commentaire tourne presque entierement autour de l'ame et du 
monde, ou plus exactement de la destinee de l'ame dans Ie monde, theme 
typiquement gnostique mais qui n 'appartient pas exclusivement a la 

8 E. Brehier, La philosophie de Plotin, Paris 1928,65. 
9 En quete de la Gnose, I, \03. 
lOIn Tim. I, 77,22-24 Diehl = Fest. I, 113; sur Numenius et Porphyre, cf. la mise 

au point du P. Des Places dans son edition des fragments de Numenius. Collection 
des Universites de France, 26-28. 

II In Somn. 2,15,2; la declaration vise ici Aristote et non les Gnostiques: «ut ex 
ingenio mea vel Aristoteli resistam, vel adsim Platoni ... ». 
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gnose. II n'est pas question de reprendre ici notre etude d'autrefois, 
mais de relever a ce sujet quelques aspects saillants des contacts de 
Macrobe avec la gnose. 

Que l'ame soit radicalement etrangere au monde, qu'elle vienne de 
plus loin encore que les spheres du Cosmos et que son incorporation 
ressemble a sa venue dans un tombeau ou dans une prison, en un 
mot que la vraie vie soit «la-bas», alors que ce que no us appelons ici 
la vie n'est que la mort, voila une affirmation qui court a travers tout 
Ie Commentaire. «Si descendre dans les enfers c'est mourir, et si vivre 
c'est etre avec ceux d'en haut, on discernera facilement ce qu'on doit 
tenir pour la mort de l'ame, ce qu'on doit tenir pour sa vie, quand 
on aura etabli ou sont les enfers, en sorte que l'ame lorsqu'elle y est 
enfouie, meurt et lorsqu'elle en est loin jouit de la vie et existe veritable
ment, ace qu'on croit».12 Reprenant l'affirmation du grand Scipion 
qui du haut du ciel explique a son petit-fils la destinee des ames: 
«parties d'ici elles reviennent ici (hine profeeti, hue revertuntur) », 
Macrobe declare que <des ames qui habitent Ie corps comme des 
etrangeres (peregrinae), au sortir du corps retournent pour ainsi dire 
a leur patrie».13 Le commentateur du Songe de Seipion est deja loin 
de son modele ciceronien; il n'exprime toutefois que des idees prop res 
a toute l'antiquite tardive. 

Pourtant d'autres affirmations prennent une coloration plus caracte
ristique. Ainsi la chute de l'ame est provoquee par une sorte d'appetit 
malsain de la matiere pour laquelle elle eprouve du haut du ciel 
un desir secret: sous Ie poids de ces «pensees terrestres», peu a peu 
elle glisse vers les enfers.14 Le P. Festugiere rapproche justement ce 
passage d'un autre texte mis expressement sous l'autorite de Numenius 
par Eusebe, ou Ie deuxieme/troisieme Dieu, oublieux de l'Intelligible 

12 In Somn. 1,10,7: «si ad inferos meare mors est, et vita est esse cum superis facile 
discern is quae mors animae, quae vita credenda sit, si constiterit qui locus habendus sit 
inferorum, ut anima dum ad hunc truditur, mori, cum ab hoc procul est, vita frui et 
verI' superesse credatur.» 

13 In Somn. 2,17,14: « .•. quae corpus tanquam peregrinaI' incolunt cito post corpus 
velut ad patriam revertuntur ... ». 

14 In Somn. I, II, II : « ... pondere ipso terrenae cogitationis paula tim in in{eriora 
delabitur ... ». Leemans, suivi par Dodds, attribuait aussi la fin du c. II it Numenius 
(fr. 47); nous pen sons qu'il a, en gros, raison (cf. n. 2); mais la chose importe peu ici, 
puisque Macrobe reprend tout it son compte (<<secundum hos ergo quorum sectae 
amicior est ratio ... »). 
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et de lui-meme, entre en contact avec Ie sensible «parce qu'il s'est 
tendu avec desir vers la matiere»; 15 Ie caractere gnostique est ici 
plus net, rna is il est encore visible dans Ie fragment cite par Macrobe, 
L'ivresse de la matiere provoque alors dans l'ame un oubli funeste 

de sa vraie nature (c'est-a-dire de sa condition premiere): «Donc I'ame, 
quand elle est entrainee vers Ie corps '" commence a ressentir Ie 
premier flux de la matiere, s'epanchant sur elle, et c'est ce qu'a note 
Platon dans Ie Phedon, lorsqu'il represente l'ame en trainee vers Ie 
corps tremblant d'une ivresse nouvelle, voulant fa ire entendre qu'elle 
a bu un flot de matiere qui l'entraine, imbibee et alourdie '" et hI 
aussi I'Oubli, compagnon de l'ivresse, commence a envahir secrete
ment desormais les ames ",»,16 II s'agit bien, ici, d'images caracteri
stiques, eclairees sans doute d'une reference it Platon, mais exprimant 
un theme fondamental de la gnose, magnifiquement illustre par Ie 
Chant de fa Perle, et qu'on retrouve aussi en bien d'autres endroits de 
la litterature gnostique. 1 7 

A cette arne oublieuse de soi et de son origine, Ie salut ne peut venir 
que de la connaissance qui lui permettra un jour de rejoindre la voute 
celeste et qui, des maintenant, lui assure la beatitude: «Et pour I'ame, 
tant qu'elle se sert du corps, la sagesse parfaite consiste a reconnaitre 
d'ou elle est nee, de quelle source elle est venue,,, or pour I'homme 
il n'y a qu'une connaissance de soi, c'est-a-dire lorsqu'il retourne ses 
regards vers les premiers principes de son origine et de sa naissance», 18 
Cette connaissance de soi va jusqu'a la reconnaissance de sa propre 
divinite, Macrobe fait un sort particulier au «scito te deum esse» de 

15 Leemans fr. 20 = Des Places fr. II (A,J, Festugiere, La revelation ... 3,91). 
16 In Somn. 1,12,7-8: «anima ergo cum trahitur ad corpus ... silvestrem lumullum 

id esl UAl]V influenlem sibi incipil experiri; 1'1 hoc eSI quod Plalo nolavit in Phaedone 
animam in corpus trahi nova ebrietate trepidantI'm, volens novum porum materialis alluvionis 
il11elligi, quo delibuta et gravata deducitur ... et comes ebrietatis oblivio illic animis 
incipit lmenter obrepere ... ». 

17 Cf. H. Jonas, The Gnostic Religion, 65-73. 
18 In Somn. 1,9, 1-3 : « ... et animal', dum corpore utitur, haec est perfecla sapienlia ut, 

unde orta sil, de quo fonle veneril, recognoscal ... homini aulem, UI diximus, una eSI 
agnilio sui, si originis nalalisque principii exordia prima respexeril ... » Macrobe s'inspire 
ici librement de Plotin (peut-etre aussi de Numenius ?). H. C. Puech note a juste titre 
la resonnance gnostique de ce genre d'affirmation qu'il met en parallele avec Ie texte 
celebre du valentinien Theodote (Excerpla ex TheodolO 78,2): «La gnose: qui etions
nous, que sommes-nous devenus? OU etions-nous? OU avons-nous ete jetes? Vers ou 
nous hiitons-nous? ... » (En quell' de la Gnose, I, 257-58, n. 2). 
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Scipion: «et telle est Ia conclusion du present ouvrage, rendre clair 
que I'ame est non seulement immortelle mais qu'elle est un dieu».19 
Nous avons insiste autrefois sur ce qu'avait de provocant une telle 
affirmation rendue plus abrupte encore par Ie heurt du feminin et du 
masculin: «animam ... esse deum»; Platon, Plotin ne parlent que 
du caractere divin (9ciov); sans doute Macrobe est entraine par Ie 
«te deum esse» de Ciceron, mais ce qui n'etait chez ce dernier que 
clause de style devient article de foi pour lui. Je serais d'avantage 
frappe aujourd'hui par la conformite de cette conception avec Ie systeme 
gnostique de l'ame parcelle de Dieu; encore une fois, il ne s'agit pas 
d'accord voiontaire et conscient; mais il est interessant de voir comment 
Macrobe va ici bien au-dela de la pen see de Platon et de Plotin. 

Quand il parle de I'ame et de sa destinee, il recourt donc a des 
expressions typiquement gnostiques, a des themes, a des images non 
moins caracteristiques; probablement d'ailleurs sous I'influence Iointaine 
de Numenius dont les traites porphyriens charrient encore maint 
element gnosticisant. Mais on doit constater que ces affirmations ne 
contredisent nullement la pensee platonicienne. Elles se situent dans 
cette frange commune a la gnose et au moyen platonisme, meme si 
elies rendent parfois une sonorite plus gnostique que platonicienne. 2o 

II est clair d'ailleurs que, sur Ie probleme central de I'animation 
du monde, Macrobe s'inscrit dans la tradition optimiste qui s'exprime 
si nettement dans Ie traite V, 2 de Plotin intituIe: «De la generation 
et de I'ordre des choses qui viennent apres Ie Premier».21 Le traite 
de Plotin dont s'inspire ici Macrobe (it travers Porphyre, ou avec 
I'aide de Porphyre) appartient a la premiere periode de Ia production 
du maitre de Porphyre (cf. Vita Plotini, 4,40), c'est-a-dire it I'epoque 
ou celui-ci etait encore sous I'influence sto"icienne. Le caractere optimiste 
de cette vision (I'ame descend dans Ie monde pour parfaire la creation) 
se retrouve dans Ie texte de Macrobe, avec la menace qui pese toujours 
sur I'ame : si elle oublie son createur et se laisse fasciner par sa propre 

19 In Somn. 2, 12,5: «et haec sit praesentis operis consummatio ut animam non solum 
immortalem, sed deum esse ciarescat», cf. Macrobe et Ie neo-platonisme, 534-35. 

20 L'expression «litterature platonico-gnostique» qu'emploie it ce propos Ie P. Festu
giere (La rI!velation, 3, 91) est tout it fait juste; c'est dans ('expression litteraire que 
platonisme et gnose se rejoignent Ie plus. 

21 Cf. In Somn. 1,14,5 ou Macrobe suit d'assez pres Ie traite de Plotin mais en 
incorporant des eIements porphyriens. 
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creation, elle risque la chute et la degradation, Nous avons souligne 
autrefois que cette contradiction entre I'animation du monde et la 
destinee de I'ame individuelle se trouvait deja chez Plotin lui-meme, 
L'ame universelle, il est vrai, risque moins de se laisser seduire par la 
matiere que les ames individuelles, II faut noter aussi que Macrobe 
considere que Ie pee he des ames individuelles consiste dans fa chute 
(c'est-a-dire dans l'abandon a la fascination exercee par la matiere),22 

Pourtant Macrobe n 'a pas une claire conscience du danger gnostique : 
il sait que l'ame est divine, que sa vie sur terre est en realite la mort, 
mais ses maitres platoniciens lui ont appris que meme sur terre l'ame 
avait un role important a jouer et qu'elle ne peut se soustraire a sa 
mission par une mort volontaire,23 C'est sur la question cruciale de la 
nature du monde dans lequel I'ame s'incarne, et plus specialement du 
Cosmos a travers lequel elle descend jusqu'a son corps terrestre, que la 
repulsion de Macrobe pour une conception pessimiste du monde 
s'exprime Ie plus nettement Reprenons Ie texte capital cite plus haut 
(In Somn, 1,11-12), inspire par Numenius, 

La «demonisation» du cosmos est, on Ie sait, un aspect capital 
de la transformation que la gnose fait subir a la vision du monde,24 
Or celle-ci est deja largement amorcee chez Numenius: des lors que 
les sept spheres planetaires ne sont plus Ie domaine du divin et de 
l'immuable, puisque l'ame y commence sa corruption et sa decheance, 
Voyons maintenant comment Macrobe decrit, lui, la chute de I'ame, 

Avant d'entamer Ie recit de la chute proprement dite, il rapporte 
une curieuse division des Platoniciens sur Ie probleme de la localisation 
des Enfers: en effet, dit-il, si to us les Platoniciens sont d'accord pour 
soutenir que les Enfers ne commencent pas avec Ie corps, mais avec 
une certaine partie du monde, «sur les limites de cette partie du 
monde ils ont emis des opinions divergentes et se sont partages en 
trois sectes» : les premiers divisent Ie monde en deux, une partie «active» 
et immuable qui va jusqu'a la lune, une autre soumise au change-

11 Cf. la distinction open':e par Ie P. Festugiere (op. cit., 83sq.). 
23 Le traite 1,9 (Sur Ie suicide) est a la source des developpements d'[n Somn. 1,13. 
24 Bibliographie trop abondante pour etre citee ici; se reporter au tout recent article 

de J. P. Culianu, Demonisation du Cosmos et dualisme gnostique, in RHR 1979, 3-40. 
L 'auteur insiste sur la part preponderante des influences juives tardives dans ce processus. 
On pourrait peut-etre penser que Numenius a parfois servi de vehicule a ces influences. 
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ment et passive qui s'etend de la lune a la terre; les seconds distinguent 
trois couches successives, dans lesquelles on retrouve chaque fois les 
quatre elements, terre, eau, air, feu, ce qui aboutit a placer leurs fron
tieres respectivement a la lune et a Mars; une troisieme secte, enfin, 
partage Ie monde en deux, mais englobe les sept spheres planetaires 
dans la partie inferieure, seule la sphere des fixes constituant Ie monde 
superieur. 

De ces trois sectes, la seconde ne nous interesse pas ici. 25 Dans 
la premiere et la troisieme on reconnait, en revanche, des doctrines 
radicalement opposees sur la nature du monde. La premiere opinion 
en effet, remontant peut-etre au-dela de Platon, a ete en tout cas 
fortement marquee par l'AristoteIisme et s'est imposee a la physique 
des Grecs; elle con<;oit Ie monde celeste comme un univers divin et 
harmonieux ou les mouvements apparemment desordonnes des planetes 
ne sont qu'une combinaison de mouvements circulaires parfaits. 26 

Seulle monde infralunaireest soumis «a la generation et a la corruption» 
pour reprendre les expressions d'Aristote, et I'incorruptibilite des astres, 
garantie par I'eternite de leurs mouvements, temoigne de leur divinite. 

La troisieme opinion, au contraire, en rabaissant les sept planetes 
dans Ie domaine infernal (lorsqu'il emploie Ie mot inferos Macrobe 
vise bien non seulement l'inferiorite topographique mais aussi Ie sejour 
des morts - en I'occurrence des ames incarnees), presuppose que Ie 
mouvement de «demonisation» du Cosmos est deja en tame et de fait, 
c'est dans les spheres planetaires que les ames commencent a revetir 
leur corps de mort. 27 C'est a I'avis de cette secte que se range Macrobe, 
avec tous les neoplatoniciens influences sur ce point par Numenius. 28 

25 Pythagoriciens, comme Ie suggere un texte parallele de Proclus? cf. Maerobe 
et Ie nI!o-platonisme, 548. 

26 J. P. Culianu (art. cit., 12) ne croit pas a I'origine pn:-aristotelicienne de cette 
partition du Cosmos. On trouve dans Geminus (Elementa I) une vigoureuse affirmation 
de cette divinite des planetes qui commande la regularite de leurs mouvements. 

27 In Somn. I, II, 12: « ... sensim per taeita detrimenta et longiorem simp/icis et 
absolutissimae puritatis recessum in quaedam siderei corporis incrementa turgescit; in 
singu/is enim sphaeris quae caelo subjectae sunt aetheria obvolutione vestitur, ut per eas 
gradatim societati hujus indumenti testei eonci/ietur et ideo totidem mortibus quat sphaeras 
transit, ad hane pervenit quae in terris vita vocitatur.» On notera l'expression: «autant 
de morts que de spheres ... ». 

28 Plotin, Porphyre, Proclus etc ... II faudrait voir, evidemment, dans quelle mesure 
chacun d'eux est conscient des implications de cette partition, vaste etude que nous 
ne pouvons aborder ici. 
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Or nous possedons un certain nombre de textes paralleles decrivant 
de fa90n analogue a celle de Macrobe (1,12) la descente de I'ame 
a travers les spheres, depuis I'ecrit hermetique Poimandres jusqu'aux 
commentaires de Servius et de Proclus,29 Aucun de ces textes ne 
s'accorde exactement avec I'autre, mais les differences sont Ie plus 
souvent secondaires et peuvent s'expliquer parfois assez simplement; 
nous pensons que la doctrine de Proclus et de Macrobe remonterait 
a Numenius (et a travers lui plus haut encore, peut -etre). 30 

Quelles sont les qualites qU'acquiert I'ame lors de sa descente a 
travers les spheres (ou qu'elle abandonne lors de la remontee)? Le 
Poimandres est nettement pessimiste: il s'agit en fait de vices; citons 
les plus remarquables: dans la deuxieme sphere (celie de Mercure), 
I'ame abandonne les «industries de la malice», dans la troisieme (Venus) 
«Ie mensonge du desir», dans la quatrieme (Soleil) «I'ostentation du 
commandement», dans la cinquieme (Mars) «I'audace impie et la 
temerite presomptueuse», les «appetits illimites» dans la sixieme 
(Jupiter) et le« mensonge qui tend des pieges» dans la derniere (Saturne). 
II est evident que les planetes du Poimandres sont gouvernees par les 
detestables archontes de I'imagerie gnostique qui ne peuvent commu
niquer a I'ame que leurs propres vices,31 

Servius, neutre dans Ie texte complet (Ad Aen. 11, 51) est franchement 
pessimiste dans Ie texte incomplet (Ibid. 6, 127): «torpeur» (Saturne), 
«desir du pouvoir absolu» (Jupiter), «colere» (Mars), «passion» 
(Venus), «cupiditb> (Mercure). Proclus (In Tim, III, 355 Diehl) emploie 
a peu de chose pres les memes termes que Macrobe donne en grec 

29 Pour ne citer que les plus importants: Poimandres, 1,25-26: Hermes Trismegiste 
ed, Nock. Festugiere, I, 15-16; Procl~s, In Tim. 1,148,1-6 = Fest. 1,199 et In Tim. 
3,355,13-15 = Fest. 5,237; Servius, Ad Aen. 6,127 (ne concerne que les 5 planetes, 
a I'exclusion de la lune et du soleil), et II, 51. L'ordre des planetes importe peu a notre 
propos: Macrobe et Ie Poimandres suivent l'ordre «chaldeen», Proclus l'ordre «egyptien», 
Servius un ordre que nous avions qualifie un peu vite d'«aberrant» (p. 560): il s'agit 
tout simplement de l'ordre des jours de la semaine comme nous l'a fait remarquer 
1. P. Culianu (c. R. cit.). 

30 Cf. notre communication au Colloque sur la Soteriologie des Cultes orientaux 
dans I'Empire Romain (Rome, Sept. 1979) : Soteriologie et systemes planhaires (a paraitre) 
et celie de 1. P. Culianu: L'ascension de I'ame dans les mysteres et hors des mysteres 
(a paraitre). 

31 Bonne analyse et tableaux synoptiques dans la these de 1. P. Culianu, Experiences 
de I'extase et symbolisme de I'ascension de I'Heltenisme Ii /'Islam, (dactylographiee, 1980), 
132-148. 
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avant de les traduire en latin: tl£<oprj'nKov (Macrobe ajoute AOYlcrTlKOV), 
n:OAlTIKOV (Macrobe: n:PUKTlKOV), tlIJj.lO£lOEC;, <p<OVllTlKOV (Macrobe: 
epj.lllVWTlKOV), i:mtlIJj.lllTlKOV, uicrtlllTlKOV, q)\)TlKOV, mais il tend dans 
Ie premier texte (In Tim. I, 148 Diehl) a donner des explications 
plus pessimistes, «l'irascible menant a la vie ambitieuse et chargee 
d'honneurs ... » Les traductions de Macrobe sont au contraire toutes 
optimistes, I'ame n'acquiert dans ces spheres «infernales» (c'est lui 
qui Ie dit!) que des qualites; voici I'equivalent latin qu'il donne des 
termes grecs : (de Saturne a la Lune) «ratiocinationem et intelligentiam, 
vim agendi, animositalis ardorem, sentiendi opinandique naturam, desiderii 
motum,pronuntiandi et in terpretandi» (tres remarquable pour un Mercure 
qui donnait la «fourberie» dans Ie Po imandres , et «la passion du 
lucre» chez Servius), et enfin «naturam plantandi et augendi corpora ». 32 

En schematisant un peu, on pourrait dire que Macrobe ex prime ici 
une meta physique platonicienne, neo-platonicienne plus precisement, 
dans Ie cadre d'une cosmologie gnostique heritee de Numenius. II 
est evident qu'il n'en a pas conscience nettement, d'autant qu'il ignore 
ce qu'est la gnose; mais il sent confusement Ie danger d'une attitude 
gnostique et rien ne lui repugne tant que la «demonisation du Cosmos», 
c'est-a-dire l'existence d'un pouvoir malefique quelconque dans les 
spheres planetaires. De cette repugnance, nous avons une preuve 
manifeste dans sa reaction aux dogmes de I 'astrologie. 

Au chapitre 19 du livre I, apres avoir donne to utes les explications 
astronomiques jugees utiles a la comprehension du systeme planetaire 
presente dans Ie Songe de Scipion, il s'ard~te sur ces deux expressions 
de Ciceron: «Vient ensuite l'ec1at salutaire et heureux pour Ie genre 
humain de l'astre que vous dites de Jupiter puis celui rougeoyant 
et horrible pour la terre que vous attribuez a Mars».33 C'est la, bien 
evidemment, une theorie astrologique: «Si quelqu'un cherche plus 
avant la raison pour laquelle les genethlialogues reconnaissent a des etres 
divins une certaine malveillance - au point qu'un astre puisse etre dit 
malefique - comme c'est Ie cas pour les astres de Mars et de Saturne 
tandis qu'ils tiennent pour notoire la bienveillance de Jupiter ou de 

32 In Somn. 1,12,14. 
33 Ciceron, Somn. Scipionis 4,2: deinde est hominum generi prosperus et salutaris 

ille fulgor qui dicitur Jovis, tum rutilus horribilisque terris quem Martium dicitis. 
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Venus, alors qu'il n'y a qu'une seule nature chez les etres divins ... ».34 
Pour repondre a cet interlocuteur imaginaire, Macrobe fait appel a 
deux arguments; Ie premier, emprunte aux Harmoniques de Ptolemee
probablement par l'intermediaire d'un commentaire de Porphyre: 35 
ce sont les rapports numeriques (sc. la nature des «aspects») des 
planetes avec les deux luminaires (Soleil et Lune) qui les rendent bene
fiques; Venus et Jupiter sont donc plus favorables que Mars et Satume 
de par leur position et non de par leur nature. 36 Le second fait appel 
au traite 11,3 de Plotin «Sur I'influence des astres», dont il cite Ie 
titre et resume tres succinctement mais exactement la doctrine: les 
astres ne sont que des signes qui annoncent parfois des malheurs mais 
n'en sontjamais la cause; si I'astrologie a quelque efficacite, cela n 'entache 
en rien la divinite des astres, «quand par I'un sont annonces des ennuis, 
par l'autre des evenements heureux».37 

On doit observer que Macrobe utilise ici les deux textes, de Ptolemee 
et de Plotin, a des fins differentes de celles pour lesquelles ils ont ete 
composes. Ptolemee analyse simplement les rapports numeriques qui 
regis sent les positions des astres et permettent ainsi la connaissance 
de l'avenir, Plotin s'efforce de sauver l'unite de la volonte divine par-del a 
les caprices apparents des astres; Macrobe qui n'accorde a l'astrologie 
qu'un credit assez relatif3 8 veut avant tout disculper les planetes dites 
«malfaisantes» pour sauver la divinite de toutes les planetes, car les 
dieux ne sauraient etre mechants. II ne s'agit donc pas pour lui de 
fonder Ie principe ou les modalites de l'astrologie, mais de nier la 
mechancete des astres, meme dans l'hypothese ou l'astrologie aurait 
quelque valeur. Ainsi lorsque sa conception optimiste - hellenique -
du Cosmos se heurte aux conceptions pessimistes de l'astrologie ou de 
la topographie celeste des gnostiques, il tranche sans hesiter pour 
l'optimisme grec: Ie monde est beau, harmonieux et les astres divins 
ne peuvent etre mechants. 

34 In Somn. I, 19,20: causam si quis forte altius quaerat unde divinis malivolentia, 
ut stella malefica esse dicatur - sicut de Martis et Saturni stellis existimatur - aut 
cur notabilior benignitas Jovis et Veneris inter genethlialogos habeatur cum sit divinorum 
una natura ... 

35 Macrobe el Ie nI!o-platonisme, 454-59. 
36 In Somn. 1,19,21-26. 
37 InSomn.I,19,27. 
38 Cf. n. 5. 
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Les themes et les images gnostiques qu'on rencontre dans Ie Commen
taire au Songe de Scipion remontent donc essentiellement a Numenius 
a travers Plotin et surtout Porphyre. Mais c'est un Numenius deja 
a demi neutralise que connait Macrobe, car Plotin, si reelle qu'ait 
ete sur lui I'influence du philosophe d'Apamee, avait compris Ie danger 
que receJait pour la pensee occidentale et grecque son dualisme trouble 
et oriental; sur bien des points, comme Ie note justement H. C. Puech, 
il avait reagi fortement. Macrobe n'innove donc pas, en refusant a 
son tour de se laisser entrainer par les sciences gnostiques. Mais la 
sincerite de sa reaction n'en est pas moins evidente, d'autant qu'il 
ne semble pas eprouver de mefiance a i'egard de la perlionne de 
Numenius. II ne cite son nom que deux fois: dans les Saturnales 39 et 
surtout au debut du Commentaire lorsqu'il rapporte Ie songe au cours 
duquel Numenius se vit reprocher par les deesses d'Eleusis, fardees 
comme des prostituees, d'avoir devoile leurs secrets: ille definit comme 
«un philo sop he particulierement curieux des mysteres caches »,40 ce qui, 
a ses yeux, est un compliment, meme si cet exces de curio site a pu 
irriter les deesses. Vraisemblablement, il voit en lui a travers ce qu'en 
dit la Vita Plotini41 un des maitres, anciens et pour cela prestigieux, 
de Plotin. Aussi n'a-t-il aucun mal a accepter sa partition du Cosmos tant 
que ses implications dualistes et pessimistes n'apparaissent pas. Mais 
lorsqu'il s'agit de se prononcer sur la nature des planetes, au risque 
de se contredire, il rejette categoriquement I'idee que ces astres puissent 
faire preuve de quelque mechancete, car «Ia nature des dieux est 
unique» et cette nature ne peut etre que bonne. Sur i'essentiel donc 
(l'incarnation de I'ame, I'animation du monde et la beaute du Cosmos) 
Macrobe reste attache au meilleur platonisme: Ie demon gnostique, 
subrepticement introduit par Numenius, est exorcise. 

39 Sat. 1,19,65, a propos du nom d'Apollon aut ut Numenio placet quasi unum et 
solum. 

40 In Somn. 1, 2, 19 : Numenio denique inter philosophos occultorum curiosiori ... 
41 Vita Plotini, 1, 14 et 17. 
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AND THE ALLEGED DOVE CULT OF THE SAMARITANS 
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Gilles Quispel, a prime champion of the theory that Gnosticism has 
its main roots in the Jewish religion,l has asserted that the concept of 
the Gnostic demiurge was forerun by Jewish ideas about the creative 
agency of the hypostasized divine Name and of the Angel of the Lord, 
who was the possessor of the Tetragrammaton. 2 It has now become 
possible to vindicate this hypothesis and thereby remove the most 
serious obstacle to the theory of the derivation of Gnosticism from 
the Jewish religion, for the idea that the Angel of YHWH, even the 
hypostasized Name, is the creator of the body of man can be ascertained 
in the literature of the Samaritans, a branch of the Jewish people. 3 

1 In emphaty with the definitions worked out at the Messina Colloquium, I use 
the term "Gnosticism" for the movement constituted by the so-called Gnostic systems 
of the first centuries of our era, and take "Gnosis" as a phenomenological term 
indicating the knowledge of divine secrets reserved for an elite; see U. Bianchi, ed., 
Origini (SHR, XII), Leiden 1967, XX ff. For a criticism of the definitions, see K. 
Rudolph, Randerscheinungen des Judentums und das Problem der Entstehung des Gno
stizismus, in Kairos 9, 1967, 105ff.; Gnosis und Gnostizismus, ein Forschungsbericht, in 
TR 36, 1971, \3ff. 

2 See De Joodse achtergrond van de Logos-Christologie, in Vox Theologica 25, 1954, 
48ff.; Christliche Gnosis und jiidische Heterodoxie in ET, 14, 1954, 481ff.; The Jung 
Codex and Its Significance, in H.-Ch. Puech, G. Quispel & W. C. van Unnik, The Jung 
Codex, London 1955, 35ff.; Het Johannesevangelie en de Gnosis, in NTT, II, 1957, 
173 ff.; L 'Evangile de Jean et la Gnose, in F. M. Braun, ed., L'Evangile de Jean (RB, 
III), Bruges 1958, 197ff.; The Origins of the Gnostic Demiurge, in P. Granfield & 
J. A. Jungmann, eds., KYRIAKON. Festschrift Johannes Quasten, Munster Westf. 1970, 
271 ff.; Jewish Gnosis and Mandaean Gnosticism, in J.-E. Menard, ed., Les textes de Nag 
Hammadi (Colloque du Centre d'Histoire des Religions, Strasbourg, 23-25 octobre 1974) 
(NHS, VII), Leiden 1975, 117 ff.; The Demiurge in the Apocryphon of John, in R. McL. 
Wilson, ed., Nag Hammadi and Gnosis (Papers read at the First International Congress 
of Coptology, Cairo, December 1976) (NHS, XIV), Leiden 1978, 23 ff. 

3 See my dissertation for the Doctor's degree, The Name of God and the Angel of the 
Lord, 1981, prepared under the auspices of Professor Quispel. The principal 
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One of the objects of the present essay is to follow up this insight by 
giving a new interpretation of two enigmatic texts - one Jewish and 
one Samaritan - concerning Gen. i.l in Samaritan rendering. 

Abraham ibn Ezra, in the introduction to his Commentary on the 
Book of Esther,4 says that the Cutheans, that is, the Samaritans, sub
stitute the name of their deity Ashema for that of Elohim in Gen. i.l 
(K~'tVK K1J tl'i1'K K1J 11n11 'J11~tV tl'111~i1 'tVli 1tVK~). It is clear that 
the 12th century Jewish theologian here bases himself on II Kings ch. xvii, 
where it is told that Ashema from Hamath in northern Syria was 
among the deities brought into Samaria by the Assyrian colonists 
after the fall of the Kingdom of Israel in 722/21. All the scholarly 
comments on ibn Ezra's notice which I have seen agree that he 
(deliberately) mistook i1~tV, the Samaritan equivalent to the Jewish 
tltVi1, "the Name", a substitution for the Tetragrammaton, for the 
name of this deity. But Gen. i.1 in the Samaritan as well as in the 
Jewish version of the Pentateuch reads "Elohim", not "YHWH". 
G. Kretschmar - no doubt rightly - maintains that "es muss aber 
auch ein aktueller samaritanischer Brauch vorliegen," and queries 
whether the Samaritans could substitute Serna also for Elohim. 5 But 
there is no evidence for this, and the Samaritans in fact are free 
to write even the Tetragrammaton as well as the divine name of 
Elohim. 

The Samaritan Targum Gen. i.l reads: 11' i1i1'K o~,o i1111K~PJ 

i1li1K 11" i1'~'tV. 6 The word o~'o is strange; it does not mean to "create". 
Th. Noldeke connected it with rlk' an Arabism of 'tEA£a~a, and 

material and argument are found in my essay, "Gnosticism and Samaritan Judaism," 
to be published in W. Haase, ed., ANRW, n.22 (Religion: Gnostizismus und Ver
wandtes), Tiibingen 1981. At the International Conference on Gnosticism, held at 
Yale University, March 28-31, 1978, I presented my findings in a research paper, 
The Origin of the Concept of the Demiurge, read in the section on Judaism and 
Gnosticism. In my research paper, Gen. i.26 and ii.7 in Judaism, Samaritan ism, and 
Gnosticism, read in the Judaism section at the XIVth IAHR Congress, held at the 
University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, August 17-21, 1980, I argued that the Jews at 
one time shared the halakha about the angelic assistance in the creation of man. 

4 See J. Zedner, ed., Abraham Aben Ezra's Commentary on the Book of Esther, 
London 1850. 

5 Zur religionsgeschichtlichen Einordnung der Gnosis, in ET, 13, 1953,59, n. 16. 
6 A. Briill, ed., Das samaritanische Targum, I (Genesis), Frankfurt am Main 1873, 

1 (The complete text of the Targum has been reprinted in a one-volume edition which 
appeared in Hildesheim & New York in 1971.) 
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suggested that the Samaritans thought of the creation as having been 
effected by some kind of magic. 7 But such a view of the creative act 
cannot be found in Samaritanism, and I shall try to give a defensible 
explanation of this version of Gen. i.l, which actually bears upon 
ibn Ezra's report on the Samaritans' rendering of the verse. 

The word !Ims also leads into the problem of the alleged dove cult 
of the Samaritans, and the further object of this article is to offer a new 
interpretation of this puzzle in the history of Hellenistic religions. 
Again, I shall focus on two traditions, one Jewish and one Samaritan. 
The text which contains the earliest testimony to the Jewish tradition 
that the Samaritans worship a dove image is found in Ifullin 6a, in a 
section dealing with the Cutheans, the Samaritans. The reason why 
R. Meir, a tanna of the 2nd century C.E., proscribed them is said to 
have been as follows: "Because they [the rabbis or the Samaritans?] 
found a figure of a dove on M t. Gerizim, and they [viz., the Samaritans] 
worshipped it." 

The Samaritans themselves corroborate the tradition of a bird image 
on their holy mountain. The Samaritan Book of Joshua, an Arabic 
work from the 13th century claiming to have been translated from a 
Hebrew original and certainly incorporating ancient traditions, relates 
that the Romans prevented the Samaritans from ascending Mt. Gerizim. 
"And the Romans placed upon the summit of the Mount a talisman 
(~ telesma), and this was a brazen bird; and it used to turn round 
with the sun howsoever it revolved, and it was so that if a Samaritan 
did go up, the bird would screech out: "Hebraeus!" And then they 
would know that there was a Samaritan on the Mount, and would 
come to kill him. And the children of Israel continued in distress until 
Baba Rabba arose ( .. .]" (ch. 50).8 It is then related that Baba Rabba, 
the great Samaritan revivalist of the 4th century C.E., devised a plan 
of how his nephew should destroy the copper bird, the !Ism. Then the 
MS. breaks off. 

7 See his recension of S. Kohn, Samaritanische Probleme, Breslau 1868, in Juedische 
Zeitschrift fuer Wissenschaft und Leben, VI, 1868, 209. 

8 Th. W. J. JuynboU, ed. & trans., Chronicon Samaritanum, arabice conscriptum, cui 
titulus est fiber Josuae, Leiden 1848, 34 (text) and 192 (Latin translation); O. T. Crane, 
trans., The Samaritan Chronicle or the Book of Joshua the Son of Nun, New York 
1890, 131. 
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Abu'l Fatl)., a 14th century Samaritan chronicler, supplies us with 
the happy ending of the story, which he says that he has read in "an 
old chronicle in Hebrew in which mention is made of a story about 
Baba Rabba." 9 In the version of Abu'l Fatb, the adversaries of the 
Samaritans are the Christians, while the Book of Joshua jumps from 
the time of Hadrian, that is, the 2nd century (see ch. 48), to that 
of Baba Rabba (see ch. 50) - by way of a prophecy about the latter 
spoken by his grandfather (see chs. 48 f.) - and mixes the Romans 
and the Christians. It is said that the bird talisman was on Mt. Gerizim 
for twenty years before it was removed (see ch. 49), but it is also 
narrated that this took place "when the rule passed away from the 
children of Israel and the Romans reigned" (ch. 50),10 by which we 
obviously must understand the occupation by the Romans. 

The brass bird does not belong in a Christian environment, but 
evidently alludes to the Roman eagle and symbolizes the occupational 
power. The Samaritans joined in the Hadrianic wars, and the Roman 
emperor consequently punished them and erected a temple to Zeus 
Hypsistos on Mt. Gerizim. There still can be seen traces of a fortified 
position by which the Romans prevented the Samaritans from 
approaching the mountain. The temple of Hadrian was destroyed in 
the latter part of the 5th century by the Christian emperor Zeno, 
who built a church on the site; thus, there was no Christian church 
on Mt. Gerizim in the time of Baba Rabba, as both chronicles assert. 
Finally, the time of the 2nd century being the historical setting of 
the Samaritan story about the bird talisman corresponds to the date 
of the earliest testimony to the rabbinic tradition about a Samaritan 
cult of a dove image on Mt. Gerizim. 

It has been noted that the word for the Roman copper bird occurs 
with metathesis in place of the word N':J in the Samaritan Targum 
Gen. i.I. S. Kohn suggested that this is due to the fact that a later 
copyist commuted a marginal gloss which he did not understand for 
a word in the text; and this is entirely plausible, since the Targum 
contains many examples of such an occurrence. According to Kohn, 

9 E. Vilmar, ed., Annales Samaritani AbulJathi, Gotha 1865, 139. A translation 
has been put at my disposal by Father Paul Stenhouse, MSC, of Sydney University, 
who is preparing a critical edition with a translation and a commentary. 

10 Juynboll, loco cit.; Crane, 130. 
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the gloss in the margin - made by an Arabic speaking copyist -
intended to remind that the Samaritans were wrongly accused of 
assigning the creation to Ashema, thereby exploiting their idea that the 
tradition about the brass bird was the source of the Jewish allegation 
that they worshipped the image of a dove on Mt. Gerizim.11 It is 
indeed possible that the tale of the copper bird has played a part in 
the Jewish fabrication, for the Jewish and the Samaritan traditions 
about a bird image on Mt. Gerizim hardly are unrelated, and the 
Samaritan story does not have the appearance of being a refutation 
of the Jewish accusation. But why do the Jews insist that the bird 
image was that of a dove? The Talmuds tell that the images of the 
deities brought into Samaria by the Assyrian colonists in fact were 
bird images, but the dove is not said to be among the birds being 
represented (see Bab. Sanh. 63b; Pal. Ab.zar. 2a). Vicious allegations 
about religious dissenters and rivals are common, but they usually 
contain a kernel of truth, although this is being warped. 12 It is also not 
at all clear why the word for the brass bird is cited in the Samaritan 
Targum Gen. i.l, for ibn Ezra does not say that Ashema is a dove deity, 
and the Jewish tradition does not say that the dove idol worshipped 
by the Samaritans is the symbol of the demiurge. 

R. Ronzevalle has identified Ashema with the Syrian goddess who 
was the daughter of Hadad and Atargatis, and whose name appears 
in inscriptions as Ly]llta, Lilla, LillY], Sima, and Sime. 13 The initial 
a- of the former name merely is the well-known aleph protheticum. 14 

This deity actually had the dove as attribute. Lucian, describing the 
temple of the great goddess in Hierapolis, says that, between the statue 
of Zeus, that is, Hadad, and that of Hera, that is, Atargatis (;"Jl"I~'l"I~), 

11 See Zur Sprache, Literatur und Dogmatik der Samaritaner, Leipzig 1876, reprinted 
Nendeln, 1966, 164f. 

12 The Jewish allegation that the Samaritans paid divine honours to images of 
Jacob and Joseph apparently is based upon the fact that the well of Jacob and the 
grave of Joseph were important cult centres at the foot of Mt. Gerizim. That the 
Samaritans also worshipped the idols that Jacob had hidden under the oak at Shechem 
is an averment having its ground in the simple fact that the Samaritans insisted that 
Shechem was the holy place, while the story in Gen. ch. xxxv easily is taken to mean 
that Shechem was polluted and replaced as a shrine. 

13 See Inscription bilingue de Deir el-Qald a, in RA, 4th series, II, 1903, pp. 29 ff. 
14 It is met with in variant forms of several divine names, for instance, NlI.,N and 

NlI." '11/1.,N and '11/1." pON and po, etc. 
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there was a golden image "which had no proper shape" and whose 
sex was undeterminable. He reports that the Syrians themselves merely 
called it crTU.l11tOv, 'Token," while others disagreed over whether it 
indicated Bacchus, Deucalion (a Greek Noah figure), or Semiramis. 
The reason for its being taken to indicate Semiramis is given as 
follows: "And a golden dove stood on its head, and so they devised 
that it was the token of Semiramis. And it does a journey twice 
a year to the sea in order to fetch that water which was mentioned 
before" (De dea Syria 33).15 

The last statement refers to an earlier paragraph, where Lucian 
relates that the people of Hierapolis twice a year bring water into the 
temple and pour it into a little hole in the floor. Some said that this 
had been ordained by Deucalion, who had built the temple for the 
great goddess over this hole, into which the waters of the Flood 
disappeared; while others said that Semiramis, the daughter of Derketo, 
another name of the great goddess (though Lucian erroneously denies 
that she is identical with Hera, that is, Atargatis), made the temple 
and thus gave the ordinance (see 13). 

This rite has been compared to a passage by Pseudo-Melito, relating 
that Sime (or Simi), the daughter of Hadad, was charged to draw 
water from the Euphrates and cast it into a well in Hierapolis in order 
to quell a demon who used to arise from the deep and attack passers-by. 16 

It is thus probable that Lucian's "Token" rests upon a misunderstanding 
of the name of this deity, whose image was standing between those 
of her father and mother in the Hierapolis temple: the semeion is 
really the name of Sime. 17 

15 A. M. Harmon, ed. & trans., Lucian, IV (Loeb), Cambridge, Mass., & London 
1925 and reprints, 388. 

16 See W. Cureton, ed. & trans., Spicilegium Syriacum. London 1855, 44f. Pseudo
Melito writes the name with an initial Q> and not with .z., but Ronzevalle, 36f., 
points out that the name occurs with {- as well as with s- in the different dialects. 

17 The first to make this identification appears to have been F. C. Movers, Die 
Phonizier, 11/3, Berlin 1856, 137, n. 47. Lately, it has been refused by R. A. Oden, Jr., 
Studies in Lucian's De Syria Dea, Missoula 1977, 115ff., who sees the evidence of 
Pseudo-Melito as very late and totally worthless. But, in the first place, Oden does 
not cite the evidence of Diodorus Siculus, which indicates that the semeiol1 imports 
the name of Derketo's daughter or at least that Derketo had a daughter with some 
such name as Sima and the dove as her symbol; see below. Secondly, although 
Oden may very well be right in accepting the view that the name of Ashema simply 
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Those who identified the statue as the idol of Semiramis would 
seem to be right. Ronzevalle plausibly suggests that this name is a 
compound of N7J'tv and the root idea of 0", "high," etc. 18 Semiramis 
as well as the statue were associated with a dove, for Lucian says 
that doves were holy to the people in Hierapolis because Semiramis 
once had turned herself into a dove (see 14). Obviously, Semiramis 
must be the deity signified by the statue which had the image of a 
dove on its head. 

Diodorus Siculus, in his great historical work, corroborates this 
identification of the semeion by relating a legend about how Semiramis, 
the daughter of Derketo and a certain young man, was noursihed by 
doves when growing up by a lake near Ascalon (see Il.iv.2ff.).19 
When passing away, she "turned into a dove and flew in the company 
of many birds which alighted on her dwelling. And this, they say, 
is the reason why the Assyrians worship the dove as a god, thus deifying 
Semiramis" (II.xx.2).20 Moreover, Diodorus says that the name of 
Semiramis, which was given her by LlIlj..la~ (sic!), the keeper of the 
royal herds, is "a name slightly altered from the word which, in 
the language of the Syrians, means "doves," birds which, since that 
time, all the inhabitants of Syria have continued to honour as goddesses" 
(II.iv.6).21 The name of Simmas, the name-giver of Semiramis, and 
the Assyrian word summatu, which means "dove", the symbol of 

denotes the deified "name" of the godhead, it must be noted that it had become an 
independent entity and that the name thus is proof of the existence of a deity with some 
such name as Sima; see below, p. 155 f. 

18 See op. cit., 40. 
19 Philo, in a fragment preserved by Eusebius (Praep. ev. VIII.xiv.50), reports that 

doves have been sacrosanct to the people of Ascalon from a remote period. R. Dussaud, 
in Part II, Les religions des hittites et des hourrites, des pheniciens et des syriens, in Mana, 
I (Les anciennes religions orientales)/II, 2nd ed., Paris 1949, 394, says that Diodorus 
relates that Derketo bore Semiramis with Simios, and this is repeated by H. Ringgren, 
in his chapter, "The Religion of Ancient Syria," in C.l. Bleeker & G. Widengren, 
eds., Historia Religionum, I (Religions of the Past), Leiden 1969,208. But Derketo's lover 
actually is unnamed. l.A. Montgomery, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the 
Books of Kings, ed. by H. S. Gehman, Edinburgh 1951, 475, says that Diodorus reports 
that Simios was the son of Derketo, who also was known by the name of Simi. 
This is all wrong. 

20 C. H. Oldfather, ed. & trans., Diodorus of Sicily, I (Loeb), Cambridge, Mass., 
& London 1933 and reprints, 416. 

21 Ibid., 360. 
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Semiramis, and is observed to resemble her name, show that Semira
mis really is identical with Lilla, etc., or N~'!VN. 

Thus, the Jewish allegation that the Samaritans worshipped a dove 
image on Mt. Gerizim actually is an impeachment that they shared 
in the cult of the young deity of the Syrian triad, whose cult had been 
imported into Samaria as early as the 8th century B.C.E. according 
to the Biblical record. 22 The reason for the citing of the name of 
the brazen bird in the Samaritan Targum Gen. i.l obviously was that 
the Samaritans took the allegation that they worshipped a dove 
simulacrum to be a misunderstanding of the copper bird account and 
knew that Ashema, whose name was said to occur in their version 
of this verse, was a dove deity. But, since Ashema was no demiurge, 
what would have occasioned the mistake of ibn Ezra? There evidently 
were other constituents making up the Ashema figure assertedly 
venerated by the Samaritans than those to be drawn from Syrian 
mythology. 

It is generally agreed that the account in Am. viii.14 that some 
Northerners used to "swear by the guilt of Samaria" must be emended 
to conform to the oaths of the people of Dan and Beersheba, who 
are said to have sworn by divine names. Since the name Ashimat 
(Ashema) can be changed into the word for "guilt," MtvN, merely 
by taking out the yod, many scholars think that the people actually 
swore by "Ashimat (or Ashema) of Samaria." This would mean that 
Ashema was worshipped by the people of the city of Samaria some 
forty years before the fall of Israel, and the strengthening of her cult 
by the arrival of colonists from Hamath would be a likely development. 

J. Wellhausen surmised that the saying originally contained the 
name of the deity of Bethel, but was changed by a redactor to apply 
to the whole of the Northern Kingdom (cp. Hos. x.8, "the sin ofIsrael," 
'tv' l'lNl:);'l; II Kings x.29, "Jeroboam's sins"; I Kings xii.28ff.; II Kings 
xvii.21), for which the name "Samaria" never is used by Amos.23 
This theory was reinforced when the Elephantine papyri were discovered 
and evidenced that the Jews of the military colony on the island of 

22 This was suggested already by 1. Selden, De dis Syris (Syntagmata II), 2nd ed., 
Leipzig 1662, at the end of chapter iii. 

23 See Die kleinen Propheten (Skizzen und Vorarbeiten, 5), Berlin 1892, 3rd ed. 
1898, reprinted 1963, ad lac. 
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Elephantine at the lower end of the first cataract of the Nile had a 
deity by the name of Ashembethel; thus, Th. H. Robinson emended 
"the guilt of Samaria" to "Kn':l-ClZIK. 24 Bethel and Dan were made the 
official sanctuaries of the Northern Kingdom (see I Kings xii.26ff.), 
and the former place was hallowed by the memory of Abraham and 
Isaac long before Jeroboam established a sanctuary there (see Gen. 
xii. 8; xxviii. IOff.; xxxv. Iff., 14f.; cpo Judg. xx. 18, 26ff.; xxi.2f.; 
I Sam. x.3). The sanctuary in Samaria, erected at a later date by 
Omri as the political centre of Israel, does not seem to have been 
so important, and we do not hear about a cult there after Jehu. 
destroyed its bull idol (see II Kings ch. x). Amos stood forth in Bethel 
and prophesied there until he was despatched (see Am. viii. IOff.). 
In several passages, he condemns the cult of Bethel (see iii. 14; iv.4; 
v.5). When Amm turns against Samaria, he is reproaching social 
unjustice, not religious practices (see iii. 9 ff.; iv. I; vi. I). 

The sanctuary at Bethel survived the Assyrian invasion, for one of 
the deported priests was sent back in order to instruct the 
people of the land in the worship of YHWH at Bethel (see II Kings 
xvii.28). The shrine at Bethel became a serious rival to the temple 
on Sion; and particular prominence is given to Josiah's dismantling 
of the altar and high place of Bethel in his scheme of reform (see II Kings 
ch. xxiii), which extended to "the cities of Samaria" (II Chron. xxxiv.6), 
areas being part of the Assyrian empire. Bethel continued to be Jewish 
in the succeeding centuries, and it is therefore not surprising that the 
Elephantine colonists, who apparently emigrated from the environs 
of Bethel in the 6th century, called themselves "Jews" as well as 
"Arameans." The unorthodox elements of their religion and their 
disregard for the prohibition to worship in other places than in Jerusalem 
can be accounted for by the resurgence of the cult of Bethel some time 
after Josiah's reform, as is evidenced by excavations. 25 Since Bethel 

24 See Th. H. Robinson & F. Horst, Die zwo/f kleinen Propheten, Tiibingen 1936, 
3rd ed., 1964, ad loe. Am. viii. 14 as well as II Kings xvii. 30, mentioning Ashema from 
Hamath, were cited in the discussion about the identity of Ashembethel right from 
the beginning; see E. Sachau, ed. & trans., Aramiiische Papyrus und Ostraka aus einer 
Judischen Militiir-Kolonie zu Elephantine, Leipzig 1911, XXV, 85; E. Meyer, Der Papyrus
fund von Elephantine, 2nd ed., Leipzig 1912,58. 

25 See W. F. Albright, Archeology and the Religion of Israel (The Ayer Lectures 
of the Colgate-Rochester Divinity School for 1941), 2nd ed., Baltimore 1946, 172f. 
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was situated north of the pre-exilic border, it was not destroyed by 
the Babylonians, and the inhabitants probably did not have to go 
into exile. 26 

The frequent substitution of the divine name "Bethel" for that of 
YHWH in the Elephantine papyri is one of the indications that the 
colonists came from circles having allegiance to the cult at Bethel, 
for Bethel was a popular name of El, the god or God, in the religion 
of the Canaanites, and was adopted by the northern tribes as a name 
of YHWH (see Jer. xlviii. 13 ; cpo Am. V.5).27 Of particular interest 
is a papyrus containing a list of names of persons having contributed 
money to Yahu, Anathbethel, and Ashembethel (see 22.123ff.).28 The 
goddess Anathbethel occurs in another papyrus as Anathyahu (see 
44.1 ff.), and the three divine names in Papyrus 22 can be paraphrased 
as YHWH, Anath of God, and Ashern of God. We obviously have 
to do with an Israelite counterpart to the Syrian triad of Hadad, 
Atargatis, and Sima. The initial a- in the name of Ashembethel is the 
well-known aleph protheticum which is also found in the name of 

When the temple of the Elephantine colonists was destroyed at the instigation of 
Egyptian priests, the colonists complained to the sons of the Persian governor of 
Samaria as well as to the authorities in Judah. This shows their awareness of a relation
ship with the land of the northern tribes. A. van Hoonacker, Une communaute judeo
arameenne d Elephantine, en Egypte (The Schweich Lectures for 1914), London 1915. 
82 ff., thought that the colonists were "Samaritans," but others have seen them as 
pre-Deuteronomistic Judaeans or Judaeans not heeding Josiah's religious policy (cp. Jer. 
vii.18; ch. xliv); see, of late, E.G. Kraeiing, The Brooklyn Museum Aramaic Papyri, 
New Haven & London 1953, 42ff.; B. Porten, Archivesfrom Elephantine, Los Angeles & 
London 1968, 8ff. Although it may be true that "one cannot deny that, for the greater 
part, the mercenaries must have come from Judah," the religion of these colonists 
unmistakenly "hints at a worship of north Israelite origin" (G. Widengren. in his chapter 
"The Persian Period," in J.H. Hayes & J. Maxwell Miller, eds., Israelite and Judaean 
History, London 1977, 533). For this orientation of the religion of the Elephantine 
colonists, see the massive work by A. Vincent, La religion des Judeo-Arameens d'Ele
phantine, Paris 1937. 

26 See W. F. Albright, The Biblical Period from Abraham to Ezra, New York 1963, 
86, 92f. According to one reading of Zech. vii. I ff., there were priests in action at 
Bethel when the Judaeans returned from the Babylonian exile. 

27 See O. Eissfeldt, Der Gatt Bethel, in ARW 28, 1930, Iff.; J. P. Hyatt, The Deity 
Bethel and the Old Testament, in JAOS 59, 1939, 81 ff. 

28 See A. E. Cowley, ed. & trans., Aramaic Papyri of the Fifth Century B.C., Oxford 
1923, reprinted Osnabrock 1967, 65ff. 
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Ashema, for the former name occurs without the aleph in the theo
phorous personal name 1"t/l~t/l found in another papyrus (see 26.8).29 

The name of Ashern-Bethel seems to designate a male deity, while 
Ashema or Sima is a goddess. But there was much change of the sex 
of Syrian deities. 30 In some inscriptions from a temple founded by 
Hierapolitans in Delos, the Syrian triad is cited as Hadad, Atargatis, 
and Asclepios.31 The Greek god Asclepios was identified with Eshmun, 
T~t/lN, a Phoenician-Punic god of the type of Adonis. 32 The endings 
-an, -on, and -un are frequent affixes in Phoenician male deity names, 
as is -a in female deity names,33 and the name of Eshmun actually 
is found as Ct/lN in Carthagian theophorous names. 34 Moreover, it 
occurs without the initial prothetic vowel both in citations of variant 
forms of the name of the god and in theophorous personal names. 35 

The name obviously is a masculine form of the name of the young god 
of the Syrian triad. 

In an inscription from the beginning of the 3rd century C.E. from 
Chefr Nebo, near Aleppo, in northern Syria, we read: LE1lliffi Kat 
Ll)Il~Et6Aql Kat !\.tovn 9wiC; natpffiOlc;.36 Since these deities are called 
9wiC; natpffiOlC;, they obviously are constituting the Syrian triad. LE11l1OC; 
is a masculine form of Llwta or Lilla (L11lT]), and apparently designates 
the father of the young deity in this inscription. !\.EffiV must represent 
Atargatis, who often is depicted as mounted upon lions. 37 Ll)Il~Etl)AffiC; 

29 See H. Grimme, Die lahotriade von Elephantine, in OLZ 15,1912, 14f.; M. Lidz
barski, Ephemeris jiir semitische Epigraphik, III/4, Giessen 1912, 260 ff. 

30 See R. Dussaud, Art. Simea und Simios, in PWRE, 2nd Series, III/A.! (1927), 
137 ff. This is obviously the reason why several scholars say that the semeion standing 
between the statues of Hadad and Atargatis in Hierapolis indicated their son, Simios. 

31 See P. Roussel & M. Launey, ed. & trans., Inscriptions de Delos, Paris 1937, 
Nos. 2224, 2248, 2261, 2264. 

32 See W. W. Grafen Baudissin, Adonis und Esmun, Leipzig 1911, reprinted Osna
briick 1971, 219ff. 

33 See Lidbarski, lac. cit. Eshmun and Ashema were connected quite early by scholars; 
see the references in Grafen Baudissin, 215, n. 3. 

34 See Grafen Baudissin, 203, 216. Several scholars detect the name of Eshmun 
in Ashembethel; see the citings by Vincent, 655. 

35 See Grafen Baudissin, 203, 205f., 211; Lidzbarski, lac. cit. 
36 It was discovered and published by V. Chapot, Antiquites de la Syrie du Nord, 

in BullCorHell 1902, 182. See also Lidzbarski, op. cit., II, Giessen, 1908, 323; III/4, 
247; Vincent, 664. 

37 Lucian describes her status in Hierapolis as mounted upon lions (see De dea 
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must be the young god, who is called Eshmun, Simios, or Asclepios in 
other contexts; his name corresponds to that of Ashembethel, for Sym
no doubt reproduces the Aramaic C1tv (also Sym, vocalized by qibbu~), 
which had replaced the Canaanite-Hebrew form Sem. 38 

The Jewish allegation that the Samaritans venerated Ashema obvious
ly is based upon the smart memory of the worship of this deity at the 
main cult centre of the Northern Kingdom. But is it merely a malicious 
anachronism that the Northerners who established the cult on Mt. 
Gerizim at some time between 400 and 200 B.C.E. and became 
known as the Samaritans preserved this cult? 39 The Samaritans claim 
to be descendants of Ephraim and Manasseh, and Bethel was in 
fact an old Ephraimite town. "Phinehas, son of Eleazar and the grandson 
of Aaron" is said to have ministered as Israel's high priest in Bethel 
before the Ark was moved to Shiloh (see Judg. xx.26ff.); and the 
Samaritans claim that their priesthood descends from Phinehas and 
that it continued uninterrupted in the north when Eli, a descendant 
of Aaron's grandson Ithamar, moved to Shiloh and thereby created 
the great schism in the history of Israel. The Samaritans in fact call 
Mt. Gerizim "Bethel", taking it to be a place name, and thereby 
identifying it as Bethel in the Bible, as well as understanding it to mean 
"House of God." This may be taken to indicate that Bethel traditions 
were transferred to Shechem between the destruction of Bethel in the 
latter part of the 6th century, after which it only was thinly resettled, 
and its final depopulating by the end of the 3rd century B.c.E. 

If the Samaritans really continued the reverence of the deity Ashem(a), 
it obviously would be in a refined form; for the Samaritans as we 
known them from their literature and cult practices are certainly not 
polytheists. It even is a question whether the religion of the Elephan
tine colonists can be described as polytheistic. W. F. Albright has 
championed the theory that the divine names occurring in Papyrus 

Syria 31). For representations on coins, see the introduction by J. E. Garstang in 
H.A. Strong, trans., The Syrian Goddess, London 1913,21. 

38 See Grimme, 14 f.; Lidzbarski, II1/4, 247, 260ff.; cpo Cowley, xix; Vincent, 663ff.; 
Montgomery, loco cit.; Kraeling, 90. 

39 Critical scholarship has known for a long time that but a small percentage of 
the popUlation of Israel was carried away. Even if Josephus is right that priests expelled 
from Jerusalem founded the cult on Mt. Gerizim (see Ant. XI.302ff.), northern traditions 
certainly clustered at Shechem. 
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22 actually denote hypostasized aspects of God.40 This is suggested 
by the fact that the head of the list says that the contributions were 
made "for Yahu the God (1(;"1( 1;'1"')," though Anath and Ashern 
also were given somewhat of the total amount of money. In the 
same year as the list of the contributors was drawn up, that is, in 419, 
the colonists received the famous Passover letter from the Persian 
king, exhorting them to celebrate the feast (which may have been the 
Mazzoth only) according to the orthodox rules (see Pap. 21). Thus, 
the colonists were not excluded as heathens by the Jewish authorities 
who obviously were the inciters of the writing. 

M.-J. Lagrange suggested that the name of Ashembethel was the 
deified divine name, Ctv,41 and H. Grimme and M. Lidzbarski even 
would detect the idea of the divine Sem in the names of Ashema, 
Eshmun, and Symbetylos as well as in the name of Ashembethe1.42 
Albright cites that even the form Ctvl( occurs in the sense "name" in 
Aramaic inscriptions,43 and translates Anath-Bethel as "Sign of (the 
Active Presence of) God" or "Will of God" and Ashern-Bethel as 
"Name of God." These figures, then, would be divine hypostases 
within the meaning of the definition of a hypostasis as given by 
H. Ringgren: "". eine oft nur halb selbstandige gottliche Wesenheit, 
die eine mehr oder weniger durchgefiihrte Personifizierung einer Eigen
schaft, einer Wirksamkeit oder irgendeines Attributs einer hoheren 
Gottheit darstellt." 44 Ashern may be the "Name" of God which has 
become a more or less independent entity,45 possibly through assimilation 

40 See The Evolution of'the West-Semitic Divinity' An-' Anat-' Alta, in AJSLL 41/2, 
1925, 92fr.; Further Observations on the Name' Anat-' Altah, ibid., 41/4, 1925, 283ff.; 
Note on the Goddess 'Anat, ibid" 43/3, 1927, 233ff,; Archeology, 174; From the Stone 
Age to Christianity, 2nd ed., Anchor paperback edition, New York 1957, 373. Already 
Cowley, 76, perpended this possibility. 

41 See La secte juive de la Nouvelle Alliance au pays de Damas, in RB, 1912, 135, 
n. I, and 587. 

42 See Grimme, loc. cit.; Lidzbarski, I1I/4, 246ff., 260ff. The etymology is widely 
accepted. 

43 See G. A. Cooke, ed. & trans., A Text-Book of North-Semitic Inscriptions, Oxford 
1906,60, No, 61, lines 16 and 21; c.c. Torrey, The Zakar and Kalamu Inscriptions, 
in JAOS 35, 1915,363. 

44 Art. Hypostasen, RGG, III, 3rd ed., Tiibingen 1959,504. 
45 "So werden verschiedene Aspekte der Gottheit, die die Fiille und den Reichtum 

des giittlichen Wesens darstellen, als selbstandige Griissen veranschaulicht und von der 
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of some deity whose name contained the root sem, or he may be an 
originally strange deity which has become domesticated and identified 
as the hypostasized Name of Bethel, YHWH.46 An example of the 
latter process is found in the name "Astarte In)::! orv" in a Phoenician 
inscription and the Ugaritic texts. 47 Baal obviously had a consort 
who could be viewed as the manifestation of the power of his "name", 
his very being. 

It even is possible that a hypostatization is to be detected in the 
emended text of Am. viii.14, for the parallelism with the oaths of the 
people of Dan and Beersheba would seem to demand that also the 
people of Bethel (or Samaria) swore by a name pertaining to YHWH 
and not by the name of another deity. The people of Dan obviously 
swore by YHWH, who was worshipped there in the image of a bull 
(see I Kings xii.29). The people of Beersheba did not swear by the 
"way," 11' (even if this word could denote the cult as a whole and 
not merely the pilgrimage route), and most scholars emend to "your 
Dod," 1", literally, "darling" or "kin," a proper divine name which 
also was used as an epithet of the deity and even applied to YHWH 
in Israel (cp. the theophorous name 'il"" = 1i1"" in II Chron. 
xx.37). Another possibility is to translate "by the power of Beersheba," 
since drkt appears as "dominion" or "power" in Ugarit. 48 This 
expression would denote the power of YHWH, who was worshipped 
in Beersheba (see Gen. xxi.33). The people of Bethel (or Samaria) 
honoured the Name of God. If Amos really was attacking a cult of 
foreign gods, we should expect a far more pronounced rebuke. 

Like the people of Bethel in earlier times, the Samaritans hypostasized 
Serna, "the Name". In the great midrashic work of the 4th century 

Gottheit mehr oder weniger abgetrennt als eigene Wesenheiten, ja sogar als besondere 
Gottheiten aufgefasst" (Ringgren, loc. cit.). 

46 "Eine reichere mythologische Gestaltung gewinnt eine Hypostase durch Zusammen· 
stellung mit friiher existierenden Gottheiten, von denen sie konkrete Ziige iibernimmt. 
Anderseits konnen in einer synkretistischen Religion verschiedene Gotter als Hypostasen 
oder Offenbarungsformen cines grossen Gottes aufgefasst worden" (ibid., 505). 

47 See Cooke, 30, No.5, line 18; H. Donner & W. Rolling, ed. & trans., Kanaaniiische 
und aramiiische lnschriften, I (Texte), Wiesbaden 1962, 3, No. 1,4, line 18; II (Kommentar), 
Wiesbaden 1964, 23; C. H. Gordon, ed. & trans., Ugaritic Textbook, II (Texts) (AO, 
38/2), Rome 1965, 194, No. 127, line 56, and 197, No. 137, line 8; III (Glossary-Indices) 
(AO, 38/3), 491, No. 2426. 

48 See J. L. Mays, Amos, London 1969, ad loc. 
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theologian Marqa, it is possible to chalk up a midrash upon Gen. ii.7 
- a Biblical passage which speaks of Adam being created from the 
dust of the earth and given the breath of life by YHWH Elohim -
in which the establishing of the body is ascribed to YHWH and the 
imparting of the spirit to Elohim (see Mernar Marqa IV.2).49 In the 
unpublished catechism Malef, the creation of the body of Adam from 
the earth is ascribed to the Angel of the Lord, while the infusion of the 
spirit into this corpus is a work assigned to God (see Answer 16; 
3a_b).50 Thus, the Tetragrammaton bears upon the Angel of the Lord, 
in whom the Divine Name is said to have been put already by the 
Bible (see Ex. xxiii.20f.). 

The Samaritans even knew the personal name of the Angel of YHWH. 
The high priest Abisha ben Pinl.las of the 14th century says: "Kebala 
is the mystery of the Name, like my secret is the Name YHWH."51 
The name Kebala obviously is derived from Nurn. iv.20, as J. H. Peter
mann was told by a Samaritan priest. 52 This passage gives the prohibition 
with regard to the Kohathites, certain temple officials, that "they 
shall not enter lest they see 'n~' lV'pil-nN 177:l:l." "The Samaritans 
translate nN as 'within or with', and therefore translate the verse: 
'lest they see Kebala" within the sanctuary and die'. The word Kebala" 
is a hapax legomenon and was therefore misunderstood by them; 
thus a new angel was created." 53 Since the Samaritan Targum does 
not translate this word, but only transliterates it, I would conclude 
that the idea of this angel predates the time of Marqa, who often quotes 
from the Targum. 

49 See J. Macdonald, ed. & trans., Memar Marqah (BZAW, 84), Berlin 1963, 86 
in vol. I (The Text) and 139 in vol. II (The Translation). 

50 See E. C. Baguley, ed. & trans., A Critical Edition, with Translation, of the Hebrew 
Text of the Malef; Ph. D. Dissertation of the University of Leeds, 1962, 234 (text) 
and 5 (translation). 

51 A. E. Cowley, ed., The Samaritan Liturgy, two volumes paginated as one, Oxford 
1909,511, line 23. 

52 See Reisen im Orient, I, Leipzig 1860, 283. 
53 M. Gaster, The Samaritans (The Schweich Lectures for 1923), London 1925, 78. 

In a letter to me, Professor Simeon Lowy, formerly of Johannesburg, now of Leeds, 
endorses this explanation and adds that Prohibition 208 of the 613 Commandments 
and Prohibitions of the Samaritans "could also mean that they were prevented to enter 
the sanctuary where they could meet this angel. Consequences of such desecration 
would be death." 
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Since the root idea of ~":J is "swallow," etc., it is very possible 
that the word denotes the "covering up" of the Holy of Holies, 
that is, the veil separating the Debir from the Hekal. The Samaritans at 
least took it in this sense, thus personifying the veil; for it is said 
in a liturgical composition: "The Name of God is the covering veil 
[before the Holy of Holies], and the Name of God of the Heavens is 
Kebala." 54 The name "God of the Heavens" is known from the 
Bible to emphasize God's transcendentality; and the Angel who is 
his Name and resides in the house of worship is the intermediator. 

It is not necessary to explain the Samaritan idea of the Angel 
abiding in the temple and even being the personified veil as a borrowing 
from Jewish or Jewish-Christian sources. The Samaritans identified 
the Angel of the Lord with the Glory in the Prestcodex, which presents 
the Glory as manifesting itself at the door of the Tent of Meeting 
(see Ex. xxix.42f.) and even filling the Tabernacle (see ibid. x1.34f.). 
In the Memar Marqa, we read: "The Glory said: "The Great Name 
is within me, and I do not shun him who is rebellious in action. When 
a man deviates, I forfeit him; and thus it is said of me: "For he will 
not pardon your transgression, since My Name is in him" [Ex. xxiii.21]" 
(111.5).55 Further, the Samaritans had a Biblical precedent for the 
idea of the Name of God dwelling in the house of God in the teaching 
of Deuteronomy, an originally northern source inculcating that the 
Name resides in the house of worship (see x.II; et passim), while 
God himself remains in heaven (see iv.36; xxvi. IS). 

Since the Samaritans identified Mt. Gerizim and Bethel, it is probable 
that the Angel who is the hypostasized Name has one of his roots in the 
older figure of Ashern-Bethel, a hypostasis of God. We must also 

54 Cowley, 430, lines 16 f. It is known that the Jews had the idea that an angel 
guarded the temple but left when it was destroyed by Titus (see II Bar. vi.7; Josephus, 
Bell. VI.v.3; Tacitus, Hist. V.13). Moreover, Jewish tradition seems to have regarded 
the veil as the vesture of the angel or even as the angel himself. Test. Levi x.3 calls the 
veil to be rent €VOUIlU, a word which normally denotes only a garment. Ps.-C/em. Rec. 
I.4l says: "The veil was rent, as if it were lamenting over the imminent disaster." Melito 
says outright that "the angel was rent (m;plEcrxicruto)" (Hom. Pasch. 98). In Christian 
tradition, this angel was replaced by the Holy Spirit, who is said to have left Jerusalem 
and spread over the earth by the destruction of the temple (see Test. Benj. ix.4; 
Did. Apost. XXIII.v.7). On this theme, see M. de Jonge, The Testaments of the n .. e/ve 
Patriarchs, Assen 1953, 124. 

55 See Macdonald, I, 69 and II, Ill. 
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remember that Gen. xxxi.13, which comes from the Elohist, a northern 
source, says that the Angel of the Lord calls himself 'N-n':J 'N~. 

As is known, this construction is difficult to explain, but the Samaritans 
inevitably would take it to mean that the Angel of the Lord was the 
hypostasis of God abiding at Bethel, which they understood to be 
their house of God as well as Mt. Gerizim. 

We can see that the later Jewish tradition that John Hyrcanus found 
the image of a dove, the symbol of Ashema, in the Samaritan temple 
really is a (deliberate) misunderstanding of the Samaritan idea that 
Kebala or the Glory, that is, the Angel of the Lord who is the 
hypostasized Serna, had his abode in the house of worship. The 
destruction of their temple just after 130 B.c.E. did not mean so much 
to the Samaritans as the devastation of the temple on Sion meant 
to the Jews, for the Gerizim temple was in reality a substitute for 
the desert Tabernacle, which had been erected on Mt. Gerizim but 
hidden by God when Eli disrupted the cult there. Thus, the Samaritans 
did not teach that the Angel left the temple, as did the Jews when their 
temple was destroyed, but built an altar and continued to worship 
on Mt. Gerizim. The Angel who is the hypostasized Name remained, 
since the Tabernacle still was hidden there. The Jews, however, charged 
the Samaritans with an Ashema cult. 

As already mentioned, the Angel of the Lord, the hypostasized 
Tetragrammaton, created the body of man. But the Name was also 
responsible for the creation of the whole world. The anthropogonic 
midrash by Marqa actually is interrupting an obscure and lengthy 
exposition of Gen. i.l, "In the beginning Elohim created," which is 
interpreted by the statement in Deut. xxxii.3a, "For, in the Name of 
YHWH, I will proclaim," so that m~' CtV:J is taken as a code for 
n'tVN.,:J. This midrash, which is too long to be quoted and deciphered 
here, takes "beginning" as an allegory for the Tetragrammaton and 
reads: "By means of the Name YHWH, Elohim created." That this 
is an interpretation which is congenial with Samaritan cosmogonic 
concepts is shown by several other passages where the Tetragrammaton 
appears as the demiurgic agent. Thus, for instance, Marqa in his Mernar 
says: "H is the Name by which all creatures arose" (IV.2).56 The 
letter ~, of course, is a well-known abbreviation of the Tetragrammaton. 

56 See ibid., I, 86 and II, 140. 



160 J. FOSSUM 

If ibn Ezra came across some such Samaritan exposition of Gen. i.l, 
this could have provoked his fabrication that the Samaritans substituted 
the name of their deity Ashema for that of Elohim in this Biblical verse. 
Since Ashema was no demiurge, this is at least a better explanation than 
falling back on the old opinion that this 12th century assertion simply 
is a calumny. The doctrine of angelic intermediating was of concern 
especially to the Dositheans, Samaritan dissidents, whose teaching 
were only partly approached by Baba Rabba, under whose scheme 
of unification Marqa wrote. 57 Both Samaritan and Christian sources 
tell that the Dositheans made many changes in the text of the Penta
teuch and even had exegetical writings of their own. Dositheism was 
not entirely absorbed before the 14th century, which is the time 
when the individual angel names, like that of Kebala, begin to bloom 
in the liturgy. Simon Magus, the alleged father of the Gnostic heresy, 
was a pupil of Dositheus, the head of the laicising movement among 
the Samaritans, and the concept of the Gnostic demiurge apparently 
has its roots in the Dosithean teaching that God created matter through 
the intermediary of the Angel of the Lord, the hypostasized Name. 

The Samaritans in their Targum Gen. i.l cited the name of the 
brazen bird image which once had been put upon their holy mountain 
with a view to the tradition that Ashema was a dove deity, since they 
wanted to remind that ibn Ezra's accusation was based upon the charge 
that they worshipped a dove simulacrum on their mountain. Never
theless, the Jewish allegation obviously found a certain base in the 
old northern veneration of Ashem(a) as the hypostasis of the Divine 
Name, with which the Samaritans identified the Angel of the Lord, 
who dwelled on the holy mount and was assigned with the work of the 
creation. 

57 See J. Bowman, The Samaritan Problem, trans. by A. M. Johnson, Jr., Pittsburgh 
1975,54 with n. 74 on p. 134. This work, being a translation of Bowman's Samaritanische 
Probleme (Franz Delitzsch Vorlesungen, 1959), Stuttgart 1967, contains a bibliography 
of the works on the Samaritans by Bowman, who has demonstrated that Samaritanism 
developed through a dialectical process in which the priestly party and the laicising 
circles were interacting. 



CHARGES OF "IMMORALITY" 

AGAINST VARIOUS RELIGIOUS GROUPS IN ANTIQUITY 

ROBERT M. GRANT 
(Chicago) 

1. Examples of the Charges 

In the early Roman empire the classical case of immorality under 
the guise of religion was provided by the Bacchanalia, investigated and 
suppressed in the year 186 B.c. According to Livy, the rites of 
initiation included wine and feasting. They were held at night and 
therefore darkness concealed "the promiscuous matings of free men 
and women", as well as occasional murders. 'The force of this evil 
spread from Etruria to Rome like the contagion of a pestilence." 1 

Cicero, recommending the abolition of nocturnal rites, notes examples 
of abuses among the Greeks and appeals to "the strictness of our 
ancestors in matters of this kind" as shown by "the ancient decree of the 
senate with respect to the Bacchanalia and the investigation and punish
ment conducted by the consuls with the assistance of a specially
enrolled military force." 2 At the time when Pompeii was destroyed, the 
younger Pliny was at Misenum, reading and making extracts from 
Livy - only three years before he left for Syria as a military tribune. 3 

We cannot be sure, of course, that he read about the Bacchanalia. 
Something like Livy's account seems to have been in his mind when 
he investigated the activities of Bithynian Christians around the year 
llO.4 He told Trajan that ex-Christians had testified that they indeed 
used to meet before dawn for religious purposes. They took an oath, 
"not for any criminal purpose" but for upholding morality. Later in 
the day they would meet again "to take food of an ordinary, harmless 
kind", though when Pliny banned political societies they had given 

1 Livy XXXIX, 8-18. 
2 Cicero, De leg. 11,36-37. 
3 Pliny, Ep. VI, 20, 5. 
4 Pliny, Ep. X, 96. Indirect? Cf. G. W. Clarke (n. 20 below), 207 n. 106. 
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up the second meeting. The ancient Bacchants too had taken an oath, 
but to commit crimes; they had feasted at their orgies and aroused 
widespread suspicions. Pliny's suspicions about the Christians were 
allayed, but he still asked Trajan if they should be punished for their 
presumed crimes. 

Other foreign religions were naturally suspect. While precincts of 
Egyptian deities were being demolished at Rome in 48 B.c., "a 
shrine of Bellona was unwittingly destroyed and in it were found jars 
full of human flesh." 5 It was known that before Romanization devotees 
of deities in Africa and Gaul practised human sacrifice. 6 And early 
in the first century of our era the anti-Jewish author Apion related 
that when Antiochus Epiphanes entered the temple at Jerusalem he 
found a captive Greek who was being fattened for a Jewish sacrifice. 
The Jews were going to taste his flesh and swear an oath of hostility 
against Greeks. 7 Josephus insisted that "no unmentionable mysteries 
took place, no repast was served" inside the temple. 8 These stories 
do not prove that anything or nothing of the sort took place. They 
merely suggest that Greeks and Romans were likely to believe the 
worst about foreign cults. Revolting against Trajan in about 115, Jews 
"in the region of Cyrene '" were destroying both the Romans and 
the Greeks." 9 

They would eat the flesh of their victims, make belts for themselves of 
their entrails, anoint themselves with their blood and wear their skins 
for clothing; many they sawed in two, from the head downwards; others 
they gave to wild beasts, and still others they forced to fight as gladiators. 
In all, two hundred and twenty thousand persons perished. 

The figure is surely exaggerated, but this proves nothing about the 
atrocities. 

On the other hand, we can surely recognize malicious slander in what 
Tacitus wrote, about a decade before the revolt. 1o Since "the Jews 
regard as profane all that we hold sacred" and "permit all that we 

5 Dio XLII, 26,2. 
6 T. D. Barnes, Tertullian, Oxford 1971, 15-18. 
7 Josephus, C. Ap. II,91-96. 
8 Ibid., II, 107. 
9 Dio, LXVIII, 32, 1-2. 
10 Tacitus, Hist. V,4-5. 
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abhor", it was easy enough to call many of their customs "base and 
abominable" and based on "depravity". Their loyalty toward one 
another is only the reverse of their hate and enmity (hostile odium) 
toward all others. 

They sit apart at meals and they sleep apart, and although as a race they 
are prone to lust, they abstain from intercourse with foreign women. 

So far little has been mentioned except exclusiveness. Now Tacitus 
ventures into creative fiction. "Among themselves nothing is unlawful". 
According to Theodor Reinach this is the only example of the accusation 
in antiquity. II Not quite - the Christian Justin insists that any Jew 
who sees an attractive woman and desires her can add her to his harem 
of four or five wives. 12 But while Meleager of Gadara complains of 
a Jewish competitor who has stolen his girl that "love burns hot 
even on cold Sabbaths," this is a comment on Sabbath observance, 
not on Jewish lust. 13 

It need hardly be said that Jewish writers reciprocated the slanders. 
In all the early books of the Sibylline Oracles there are denunciations of 
Roman homosexuality and prostitution, apparently, as Geffcken 
suggested, giving a lead to the Christian apologists. 14 On the other 
hand, when Philo discusses sexual matters he does not seem to claim 
that Greeks are worse than Jews. He treats the question as one for 
individual self-control. 15 Josephus attacks ancient Greeks in his 
apologetic work. 16 

Shortly after Pliny's encounter with the Christians, Tacitus was 
moving ahead to complete his Annals and in relation to the reign of 
Nero and the fire at Rome in the year 64 he had to discuss the same 
group. Since as we have seen he disliked Jews, and since he knew that 
Christianity had come from Judaea, his attitude could be predicted. 
Since it was popularly supposed that Nero had set fire to part of the 
city for the sake of urban redevelopment, specifically to provide land 

11 Textes d'auteurs grecs et romains relatifs au judaisme, Paris 1895, 307 n. I. 
12 Justin, Dial. 134, I. 
13 Anth. Pal. V, 160. 
14 J. GelTcken, Die Oracula Sibyllina, Leipzig 1902, 57-58 (note on III 185). 
15 E.g., Dec. 121-31; Spec. 1II,8-82; cf. Josephus, C. Ap. II, 199-203. 
16 Josephus, C. Ap. II, 273-75. 
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for his palace the Golden House, he was eager to find scapegoats -
"people hated for their crimes whom the mob called Christians". Syme 
has pointed out "the mixed character of the situation" with "false 
charges of incendiarism and the genuine dislike incurred by the 
Christians. " 1 7 After Christ's legal condemnation, 

the pernicious superstition was checked for a moment, only to break forth 
again, not only in Judaea, the source of this evil, but in the capital itself, 
where everything from everywhere, horrible or shameful, flows together 
and is celebrated. 

The Christians were convicted primarily for what Tacitus had already 
assigned to the Jews: hatred of the human race. 18 

What may have been merely popular accusations against the Christians 
were given semi-official sanction in a speech perhaps delivered before 
the Senate by M. Cornelius Fronto, suffect consul in 143 and teacher 
of rhetoric to Marcus Aurelius and Lucius Verus. Fronto died about 
166, so he was a contemporary of the Christian Justin Martyr. It is 
not clear when he delivered his anti-Christian remarks, which have 
survived on a page of the Octavius of Minucius Felix. 19 

Fronto begins with what looks like an echo of Pliny's report to 
Trajan. "They come together for a feast on a regular day with all their 
children and sisters and mothers, persons of both sexes and every age." 
He then gives an account quite different from Pliny's exoneration of 
Christian behavior. "After much feasting, when the banquet has grown 
hot and the passion of impure lust and drunkenness has been kindled, 
a dog tied to the standing lamp is incited to jump and bound by 
tossing a little cake to it beyond its tether. Thus when the tell-tale 
light has been overturned and put out, in the shameless darkness they 
embrace one another with unspeakable lust, as chance brings them 
together. If not in fact, yet in guilt, all are alike incestuous, since 
whatever can result in the acts of each is sought by the wish of all." 
Fronto's own comments owe much to Latin poetry,20 as one would 
expect in a rhetorician's speech. 

!7 R. Syme, Tacitus, Oxford, 1958, 11,533. 
18 Tacitus, Ann. XV 44. 
19 Minucius Felix, Oct. 9,8 (translation based on C. R. Haines, Marcus Cornelius 

Franta, Loeb Library, 1920, II, 283-85). 
20 For this passage Van Wageningen notes Ovid, Met. VI,588; Am. 1,6,60; cf. 
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A clue to the origin of the accusations is probably given in what 
Tertullian says about the Christian society and its common meals. 
Pagans, he says, are indignant when Christians use the name "brothers" 
among themselves (all the more, one would suppose, with "sisters," 
since Martial insists on its questionable associations 21) and apparently 
also because of the name given the common dinner - agape. 22 

Greeks and Romans who disapproved of public kissing were not 
likely to favor the Christian practise of the "holy kiss." 23 And Dio 
Chrysostom offers the following suggestions in regard to "a Tarsian 
peculiarity" and other peculiarities as well. "Do you not know that, 
while the charge of doing some forbidden thing, something in violation 
of nature's laws, in most cases rests only on suspicion, and no one 
of the masses has really seen anything at all, but, on the contrary, 
it is in some dark and secret retreat that the wretched culprits commit 
their heinous deeds all unobserved, yet such symptoms of their in
continence as the following reveal their true character and disposition: 
voice, glance, posture; yes, and the following also, which are thought 
to be petty and insignificant details: style of haircut, mode of walking, 
elevation of the eye, inclination of the neck, the trick of conversing 
with upturned palms." 24 Presumably such suspicions could have in
fluenced attitudes toward Christians. 

Gnostic sects, with their peculiar mythology and ethics, not to 
mention their disdain for popular religion and morality, were natural 
targets for accusations of immoral behavior. Their predecessors at 
Corinth appear through a glass but rather brightly in what the apostle 
Paul writes to them. One of them is virtually committing incest with 
his father's wife and the Corinthian "spirituals" are proud of it (l Cor. 
5: 1-2). Some of them argue that in Christianity sexual taboos went 

G. W. Clarke, The Octavius of Marcus Minucius Felix, New York 1974, 225, note 125. 
Perhaps there are also echoes of Pliny, Ep. X, 96, 7, or behind that passages like 
Livy XXXIX, 8, 5-6 and 13,8-10. 

21 Martial 11,4; cf. X, 65; Tibullus III, 1,26, etc. 
22 Apol. 39,8. 16. 
23 E.g., Plutarch, Cat. maio 17,7; Coniug. praec. 13, 139E. On the kiss cf. K. Thraede, 

Ursprung und Formen des 'heiligen Kiisses' im friihen Christentum, in lAC 11/12, 1968-
1969, 124-80. 

24 Dio, Or. XXXIII, 52; cf. C. Bonner, A Tarsian Peculiarity, in HTR 33, 1940, 
I-II. 
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out with dietary taboos. "Food is meant for the stomach and the 
stomach for food," and similarly sexual activity is perfectly natural and, 
indeed, lawful (6: 13). Paul has to criticize their approval of prostitution; 
at any rate, they must have regarded it as a matter of in difference (6: 15).25 
Real Gnostics in the second century, according to Clement of Alexandria, 
advocated treating women as common property and in what they called 
an "agape" practised what they preached. They thought of sexual 
intercourse as a "mystical communion" and justified their pursuit 
of it by calling themselves "sons of the first God" and "lords of the 
Sabbath." 26 

The efforts of more orthodox Christian moralists to dissociate 
themselves from the Gnostics begin with the work of Justin, apparently 
in his lost treatise Against All Heresies, composed before 150. In his 
major Apology he speaks of those who, instigated by demons, proposed 
themselves as gods after Christ's ascension; he refers to Simon, 
Menander, and Marcion although only Simon seems to have considered 
himself divine. Obviously he is following the earlier treatise to which 
he refers at the end of this section. And in it he probably included 
the suggestion that the authorities should investigate these sects to 
determine whether or not they practised the overturning of the lamp, 
promiscuous intercourse, and meals of human flesh. In any event, 
he makes the suggestion in the Apology. 27 

The same idea is expressed by Justin's admirer Irenaeus, who more 
reasonably suggests that the Carpocratians are responsible for the bad 
repute of Christians generally.28 It is odd that he takes a hesitant 
sentence almost unchanged from Justin when he should have deleted it. 
Justin had written, "If they practise those fabled disreputable activities, 
we do not know." Irenaeus said it thus: "If the godless and immoral 

25 For Cynic parallels cf. A. Oltramare, Les origines de la diatribe romaine, Lausanne 
1926, 50-51; Dio, Or. VI, 17-20; Diogenes Laertius VI, 69; Galen, De locis affeetis VI, 5 
(VIII, 419 Kuhn); Athenaeus IV, 158F; "Diogenes," Ep. 42 in A.J. Malherbe, The 
Cynic Epistles, Missoula, Mont. 1977, 172-73. For Stoic parallels cf. H. von Arnim, 
Stoicorum veterum fragmenta, I, 250-57 (Zeno); 583-85 (Cleanthes); III, 743-56 (Chry
sippus). The "Cynicizing" ideas were expressed in treatises "on the [ideal] state," later 
disavowed by some Stoics but treasured by opponents. 

26 Clement, Str. III, 6-10.27.30. 
27 Justin, Apol. 1,26,7. 
28 Irenaeus, Adv. haer. 1,25,3 = Hippolytus, Ref VII 32,6. 
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and abhorrent activities are practised among them, I should not be 
confident" 29 - yet he has just stated it as a fact! Clement too blamed 
the Carpocratians. 30 So did Epiphanius, though he probably never 
met any of them. 31 When he was a young man in Egypt he did 
encounter some beautiful Gnostic women who tried to lead him astray. 
His response was to inform the local bishops who expelled about eighty 
of them from whatever city it was. 32 

We do not know how Gnostics responded to the accusations. The 
Valentinians surely rejected them with vigor. Clement is aware that they 
were concerned with "acts of spiritual union," 33 even though Irenaeus 
insisted that pregnancy sometimes resulted. 34 As for ordinary or 
orthodox churchmen, Justin claimed that "many men and women 
have reached the age of sixty or seventy, disciples of Christ from 
childhood and constant in purity." 35 From the outside the physician 
Galen reiterated his statement. Christians included "not only men 
but also women who refrain from cohabiting all through their lives; 
and they also number individuals who, in self-discipline and self-control 
in matters of food and drink, and in their keen pursuit of justice, 
have attained a pitch not inferior to that of genuine philosophers." 36 

Galen's condescension lends credence to his remark. There is no reason 
to examine Christian morality as a whole at this point. 

By the time Origen wrote against Celsus two new points could 
be made about the old accusations. First, he could ascribe the "malicious 
rumor" to "the Jews" who spread it soon after the beginning of the 
Christian movement - with such effectiveness that even in Origen's 
time there were those persons who refused even to speak to Christians. 37 

The notion that Jews believed such stories (and presumably spread them) 
was already set forth by Justin in his Dialogue with Trypho (10, 1), 

29 Irenaeus, Adv. haer. 1,25,5; Hippolytus, Ref VII 32,8, omits. 
30 Clement, Str., III 10, I; cf. M. Smith, Clement of Alexandria and a Secret Gospel 

of Mark, Cambridge, Mass. 1973,273. 
31 Epiphanius, Pan. XXVII, 3,3-5; see also S. Benko, The Libertine Gnostic Sect 

of the Phibionites according to Epiphanius, in VC 21, 1967, 103-19. 
32 Epiphanius, Pan. XXVI, 17,4-9. 
33 Clement, Str. 111,29,3. 
34 Irenaeus, Adv. haer. 1,6,3. 
35 Justin, Apol. I, 15,6. 
36 R. Walzer, Galen on Jews and Christians, Oxford, 1949, 15-16. 
37 Origen, C. Cels. VI, 27. 



168 R.M. GRANT 

but he was willing, as Origen was not, to let Trypho call the stories 
popular but unworthy of belief. Trypho's criticism of Christian morality 
is not that it is so scandalous but that it is so difficult (10,2). Origen 
simply takes the old slander about the Jews and uses it against slanders 
about the Christians. His second point is not altogether consistent 
with the first. "These allegations are now condemned even by the 
multitude and by people entirely alien to our religion as being a false 
slander against the Christians." 38 Perhaps a new era has dawned. 

Following Origen, Eusebius claims that "with the passage of time 
the slanders against the whole teaching were extinguished ... so that no 
one has dared to allege shameful calumny or any such slander against 
our faith such as our opponents in past times were accustomed to use." 39 
In dealing with heresies in the past, however, he does not hesitate 
to put the blame for the slanders on them. The rites of the Simonians 
are "so full of shameful acts and unspeakable conduct that they cannot 
be mentioned by decent men." 40 The words we have rendered "shame
ful acts" and "unspeakable conduct" ordinarily refer to modes of 
sexual intercourse when viewed abusively. Eusebius follows this pattern, 
also found in the Christian apologists of the second century. In a later 
passage on the Carpocratians he uses just the same terms.41 Apparently 
he is relying primarily 0t?- Irenaeus. In addition, he mentions the sect 
of the Nicolaitans as practising "unrestrained license"; this comes 
from Clement of Alexandria.42 Finally, when he retells the story about 
Pliny and the Christians, relying on a Greek version of Tertullian's 
Apology, he paraphrases and adds items to show that the Roman 
governor Pliny attested the virtue of the Christians he knew. Pliny 
said they did nothing contrary to the laws; they could not practise 
adultery; they did nothing immoral. 43 These points, not made in 
Pliny's letter or by Tertullian, are stressed by Eusebius himself. He 
wants to show that there never was anything to the slanders, and 
that a Roman governor knew it. 

38 Origen, C. Cels. VI,40. 
39 Eusebius, H.E. IV, 7, 14. 
40 Eusebius, H.E. 11,13,7. 
41 Eusebius, H.E. IV, 7, 9. 
42 Eusebius, H.E. 111,29,2; cf. N. Brox, Nikolaos und Nikolaiten, in VC 19,1965, 

23-30. 
43 Eusebius, H.E. 111,33, 1. 
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Presumably there actually was little if anything to them, but their 
persistence shows the danger of conducting religious or political contro
versies on the basis of hearsay. 

2. Justin's" Second" Apology and the Charges 

We have seen the ways in which charges were passed around without 
much discrimination. In the case of Justin's so-called "Second" Apology 
there is something to be learned from a consideration of the charges 
and counter-charges in relation to the apologist's probable sources. 
We shall also try to explain some of the peculiarities of the contents 
of this little book. 

In its last two chapters Justin finally indicates his purpose in writing. 
He wants the emperors to "subscribe" to his petition and declare 
Christians innocent of the charges levelled against them.44 The charges, 
he indicates, are related to what one could find in the teaching of 
Sotades, Philaenis, Archestratus, Epicurus, and some of the poets. This 
odd conglomeration of names obviously comes from a source hostile 
to Epicurus, for he is being associated with two authors often regarded 
as obscene plus one writer on gastronomy. Sotades was famous for 
his abusive verse; in the fourth century Athanasius, intentionally 
missing his name and calling him Sosates, could use him as a foil 
against Arius.45 Philaenis, now better known from an Oxyrhynchus 
papyrus with fragments of her work, wrote about procedures in sexual 
intercourse.46 Archestratus' "Pleasant Living" was a gourmet's or 
perhaps a gourmand's, guide. Why put these works together? The answer 
is plain: first Clearchus of Soli, then the Stoic controversialist Chrysippus, 
denounced Philaenis and Archestratus together.47 Justin knows nothing 
about the history of the controversy. He is obviously following 
Chrysippus, who as cited by Athenaeus "always put Archestratus on 

44 On "subscription" cf. F. Millar, The Emperor in the Roman World, Cornell 1977, 
244-52, 563. 

4S Fragments in L. Escher, De Sotadis Maronitae reliquiae Darmstadt, 1913; note 
Quintilian's criticism (1,8,6). 

46 P. Oxy. XXXIX, 2891; cf. notes in ZPE 12,1973,183-95; 196; 13, 1974,281-82. 
47 Possibly even before Clearchus; cf. F. Wehrli, Die Schule des Aristoteles, 3: 

Klearchos, ed. 2, Basel, 1969, 68-69. 
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the same level with Philaenis"48 - and did so in opposition to 
Epicurean hedonism, in his treatise On pleasure and the "good. 49 There 
was obviously some justification for the juxtaposition in view of such 
fragments praising sensuous pleasures as those assembled by Athenaeus 
in the twelfth book of his Deipnosophistae. 5o 

Part of Justin's response to the Graeco-Roman accusations against 
the Christians, then, is a tu quoque which does not greatly advance the 
interchange of ideas but served as a model or at least a predecessor to 
later apologists like Tatian, Theophilus, and Tertullian. It is worth 
noting that some of its substance comes from a treatise several centuries 
old. 

Perhaps this is not altogether surprising. Charges and countercharges 
of this sort have a long history. Felix Jacoby, writing on Diagoras of 
Melos, commented that "they were quick in these times [fifth century 
B.c.] at calling a man impious, almost as quick as they were at charging 
him with disgusting sexual habits." 51 Old ideas and old literature were 
fused in the name-calling in which early Christians and their oppo
nents indulged. 52 

48 Deipn. VIII, 335B(-E). 
49 SVF III, 197-200. Justin's mention of Sardanapalus and Epicurus (II, 6, 3) could 

come from the same work; cf. Athenaeus, Deipn. 335F-336B, also H. Usener, Epicurea, 
Leipzig, 1887, lxxiii. 

50 Athenaeus, Deipn. XII, 546E-547A. 
51 F. Jacoby, Diagoras 6 'AeEO~ (ADAW 1959, Nr. 3),44, note 198. 
52 For the part played by similar charges (with better justification) in "Diocletian's 

general justification of his eastern campaigns", see the stimulating article The Relativity 
of Moral Codes: Rome and Persia in Late Antiquity by Henry Chadwick in Early 
Christianity and the Classical Intellectual Tradition, ed. W. R. Schoedel and R. L. Wilken 
(Theologie Historique 53), Paris 1979, 135-53. 
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IN RABBINIC LITERATURE 
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A 

The celebration of Professor G. Quispel's 65th birthday is a suitable 
occasion for reviewing the often-oiscussed subject of how much the 
Rabbis of Talmudic times actually knew about the Gnostic heresies 
of their time and how, if at all, they reacted to those heresies. One 
need not repeat here the fact that the scholarly world owes a great debt 
to Professor Quispel for his share in purchasing, publishing and inter
preting the Gnostic texts discovered at Nag Hammadi. Professor 
Quispel was one of the first scholars that recognized - to use a happy 
phrasing of Elaine Pagels - that "Most of the writings (discovered at 
Nag Hammadi) use Christian terminology, unmistakably related to a 
Jewish heritage".! Yet, however closely related the Gnostic terminology 
and ideas were to the Jewish heritage, there is nothing new in the 
statement that they maintained a hostile attitude towards that heritage. 
Thus, it is only natural to assume that the Rabbis could not afford 
hiding in trenches without taking up the challenge and responding 
in the strongest terms. One's expectations from the Rabbis are even 
greater, when one realizes that the Gnostic writers not only used 
Jewish material in their writings but virtually inverted its meaning and 
significance. The Jewish material used by the Gnostic writers derived 
from Scripture, the Targums and the Midrash at large, and one is 
definitely justified in assuming that the Rabbis could not indifferently 
watch their own religion misused and turned against itself. 

Furthermore, it has been argued by the present writer that in using 
the Jewish sources for anti-Jewish purposes, the Gnostic writers were 
aiming at certain Jewish and/or (Jewish)-Christian circles with whom 

1 E. Pagels, The Gnostic Gospels, New York 1979, xix. 
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they found themselves to disagree, in order to point out to them 
how inconclusive, nay wrong, their religious tradition was. 2 From a 
Gnostic or Christian-Gnostic point of view, the Jewish tradition upon 
which Christianity rested and out of which it grew had to undergo 
a substantial inversion of values (Umdeutung) before it could be 
incorporated into the new spiritual framework. Thus, Christianity was 
believed by the Gnostics to handle its Jewish background in a manner 
that did not seem radical enough to the Gnostic writers. Needless to 
say, under such circumstances the Rabbis were called upon to react 
in the strongest terms possible. The questions which we shall try 
to answer here in this respect are: Did the Rabbis live up to what one 
justifiably expects from them? And if so, how did the Rabbis react to 
the Gnostic challenge? 

Indeed, these questions are most fascinating ones and they have 
been dealt with frequently in modern scholar~hip. However, as we 
shall see, telling as the answers to those questions may be about the 
nature of the Judaism - and possibly also of the Gnosticism - of 
that period, they are not as easy and clear cut as scholars sometimes 
assume. Admittedly, there is a relatively great number of utterances 
in Rabbinic writings which seem to be reports of arguments which the 
Rabbis had with heretics. Heretics are frequently referred to in Rabbinic 
writings as Minim, but who are those Minim and how can they be 
identified? There are almost as many answers to these questions as 
Minim mentioned in Rabbinic writings. 3 In addition, there are a number 
of utterances in Rabbinic literature which take up in a polemical manner 
such subjects as the alleged existence of two or more powers in heaven, 
the creation of the world with the help of or by angels, the questions of 
the existence of evil and the relevance of the Law. Now, the question 
may be asked: Do those utterances reflect a live situation in which 
the Rabbis actually argued against real Gnostic opponents, or were 
those utterances rhetorical means of disputation? Of course, one may 
argue, the alternatives do not make a real difference; yet, it is of high 
historical importance to know whether a polemical utterance reflects a 

2 See the writer's article Aspects of the Jewish-Gnostic Controversy in the forth
coming Proceedings of the Yale International Conference on Gnosticism (1981). 

3 For a brief review of the problem see A. Segal, Two Powers in Heaven, Leiden 
1977, 4ff. 
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real act of disputation or a mere method of diatribe. A diatribe in 
our case means that the polemics is used for internal purposes, while 
disputations would reflect a situation in which Jews and Gnostics met 
to pluck one another's feathers. In fact, both possibilities seem to 
possess likelihood, although it appears that diatribe is the more out
standing feature of those utterances. 

However, the distinction between real historical documentation and 
mere literary convention is not as solid as one may wish. In assessing 
what the Rabbis thought and said - and under what circumstances 
they did so - we mostly rely on the Rabbinic texts themselves. We 
now know that even from a purely text-critical point of view the rabbinic 
material that is available to us has to be handled very carefully. 
Comparative textual criticism, based mainly on the study of manu
scripts, more often than not brings with it great surprises. The best 
that we can now say is that a certain view quoted from the mouth of a 
certain Rabbi does not necessarily reflect what the Rabbi himself 
thought or said but what his thoughts or sayings were made to sound 
like in this or that document as it is preserved in this or that edition 
or manuscript. Examples to that effect cannot be given here, but all 
those who are engaged in a systematic study of the Rabbinic texts 
are aware of and familiar with the problem and its skepticistic conse
quences. In line with what has just been said one has to consider 
the possibility that some of the views expressed by the rabbis have 
been reformulated in order to fit the views and lines of thought - even 
the ways of expression - of later generations. Some views were 
censured or even suppressed, so that from a historical point of view 
the best that can be said about the rabbis, their views and their 
polemical activities, is that one has always to enhance one's critical 
judgement with historical skepticism. 

If one compares the rabbinic utterances and the writings of the 
Church Fathers in which a polemic is undertaken against the Gnostic 
sects of the time, one immediately realizes the great difference between 
the two. The Church Fathers used direct and open polemics against 
their Gnostic adversaries. They even named some of them by name, 
while the Rabbinic utterances are rather vague and too general to be 
used as a guide for a clear understanding of the nature of their polemic 
and its actual address. The Rabbinic utterances need interpretation, 
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and their anti-Gnostic tendency is therefore not as self-evident as is 
sometimes assumed. There is hardly a saying in Rabbinic literature 
which looks as an anti-Gnostic polemic but which cannot at the same 
time be interpreted as entailing opposition to yet other heretical streams 
of thought and belief. Since many of the polemical utterances in 
rabbinic literature are anti-dualistic, some think that they are anti
Gnostic, while others maintain that they are anti-Iranian. In other 
words, one should not approach the subject of the rabbinic polemic 
against the Gnostics without being aware of the intrinsic problems 
involved in the study of the subject. Several scholars are to be credited 
for realizing the rather ambiguous state of affairs involved in the study 
of the subject-matter. However, there are still many scholars who too 
easily accept the rabbinic evidence at its face value. The extent to 
which one can adhere to some of these views will be discussed below. 

B 

The first scholar who undertook a systematic study of the relation
ship between Gnosticism and Judaism was the Jewish historian H. Gratz. 4 

Gratz divided his study into several parts. In the "Introduction" to his 
book he maintained that the Gnosticism of the early Christian period 
did not leave untouched the Judaism of the period, and that, in fact, in 
the time of Hadrian, that is, the generation of Rabbi . Aqiva and his 
students, Gnosticism actually influenced Judaism to such a degree 
that one can find Gnostic ideas in the rabbinic writings of the period. 5 

Gratz went as far as coining the term "eine jiidische Gnosis", which 
almost a century later suggested a direction to G. Scholem in his 
studies of Merkavah mysticism. 6 In short, Gratz seeks to prove that 

4 H. Gratz, GnClsticismus und Judenthum, Krotoschin, 1846 [Republished West mead 
1971]. 

5 See ibid., 6. 
6 See G. Scholem; Major Trends in Jewish Mysticism, 3 London, Thames & Hudson, 

1955, 40-79: "Merkabah Mysticism and Jewish Gnosticism"; Idem, Jewish Gnosticism, 
Merkabah Mysticism and Talmudic Tradition,2 New York 1965; Idem, Ursprung und 
Anfiinge der Kabbala, Berlin 1962, 15-20: "Literatur der Hekhaloth und jiidische 
Gnosis"; Idem, Kabbalah, Jerusalem 1974,21-22: "Jewish Gnosis and the Sefer Ye~irah". 
Scholem's position was challenged by D. Flusser, Scholem's recent book on Merkabah 
Literature, in JJS II, 1960, 59·68; by H. Jonas in: The Bible in Modern Scholarship 
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(a) there is an actual Gnostic influence on the Judaism of the Mishnaic 
period; (b) the mystic wisdom (mystische Weisheit) of the Tannaim 
has a strong affinity to Gnosticism; (c) Sefer Ye,?irah contains an 
indirect but strong polemic against a radical anti-Jewish Gnosis and 
this at the same time that the book shows certain material affinities 
with Gnosticism. 

According to Gratz, all the rivers flow into the same sea and terms 
like Sefarim Ha-iji,?onim, Sifrei Minim and Zemer Yevani used in 
rabbinic writings - all have one thing in common: preoccupation with 
what Gratz calls "gnostische Themata". Gratz's interpretation is 
arbitrary, and it can easily be shown in the case of each one of 
those terms that a Gnostic identification raises more problems than 
it solves. For instance, the Sefarim Ha-iji,?onim mentioned in Mishnah 
Sanhedrin x, i, received a number of interpretations in the writings of 
the Tannaim and Amoraim themselves. Thus we find contradicting 
exegetical remarks in the Palestinian and Babylonian Talmuds. 
According to Talmud Yerushalmi 7 the Sefarim Ha-iji,?onim include 
books like those of Ben Sira [= Ecclesiasticus] and the hitherto uniden
tified books of Ben La-ana (or: Ben La-aga), while the Babylonian 
Talmud (lOOb) interprets the term either as Sifrei Minim 8 or as the 
Book of Ben Sira. Now, there are at least two different explanations 
of the Sifrei Minim. According to the one, they were heretical books, 
and according to the other they were Jewish sacred writings copied by 
heretics for their own use. 9 However, there is no indication whatsoever 
in the Jewish sources as to the exact identity of those Minim themselves. 
Heretics they obviously were, but less obvious is the exact nature of 
their heresy. And if, as the Babylonian Talmud ijagigah 15b reports, 
'Elish-a ben 'A vuyah was bursting with Sifrei Minim, one may well 
assume that his heretical library was not as mono-thematic as those, 
who consider Elisha ben Avuyah's apostasy to be the Gnostic heresy, 
think it was. 

ed. J. Ph. Hyatt, London, 1966, 286-93; and I. Gruenwald, • Knowledge' and' Vision', in 
Israel Oriental Studies 3, 1973, 63 fT. 

7 Yerushalmi Sanhedrin (ed. Venice) 28a. 
8 Some editions read: Sifrei Zedokim- which is a "correction" introduced by the 

Christian censor of the Basel Edition. 
9 See further, I. Gruenwald, Jewish Apocalyptic Literature, in ANRW 11/19, Berlin 

1980, 89fT. 
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Considering the case of Elisha ben Avuyah, who has become the 
archetype of the Jewish heretic or apostate, it should be noticed that 
both the Palestinian and the Babylonian Talmuds relate a number of 
anecdotes the purpose of which is to illustrate his unorthodox views 
and behaviour. However, there is not even one single case among 
those reported in the Talmuds which in any significant way comes 
close to a Gnostic view or heresy. Kurt Schubert, for instance, wanted 
to see in the visit which Elisha ben Avuyah paid to a whore an 
allusion to the apostate's experiences in Gnostic orgiastic circles. 10 

However, prostitution is not necessarily motivated by theological specu
lations, and the service which the client in our case demanded from the 
prostitute (for she did refuse him at first) may reflect different expecta
tions than just Pneumatic enlightenment. Similarly, we find a number 
of scholars arguing that Elisha ben Avuyah's vision of Metatron 
sitting in heaven, which according to the Babylonian Talmud 11 caused 
his apostasy, should be interpreted as a Gnostic experience. Seeing 
Metatron sitting, and knowing that, excepting God, no-one is able 
or allowed to sit in heaven,12 Elisha ben A vuyah came to the wrong 
conclusion that there were Two Powers (Shetei Reshuyot) in heaven. 
Since the idea of Two Powers in Heaven has a dualistic ring and 
Gnosticism is generally believed to be a dualistic doctrine, many 
scholars identified the Two-Powers heresy with Gnosticism. Thus, it is 
said, Elisha ben A vuyah became a Gnostic. This may well be so, but 
it is not necessarily so. If it is not, what is the alternative? 

Writing about this passage in Bavli /fagigah, Alan Segal rightly 
discusses its meaning and significance in relation to Merkavah tradition 
at large. He recognized that the story of Elisha ben Avuyah's encounter 

10 K. Schubert, Problem und Wesen der Jildischen Gnosis, in Kairos 3, 1961, 14. 
Schubert writes: "Mag sein, dass das im Sinne verstanden werden k6nnte, dass Acher 
sich einer orgiastisch-gnostischen Gruppe angeschlossen hiitte". 

11 Bavli lfagigah 15a. 
12 It is generally believed that angels "have no joints", that is, they cannot bend 

their legs into a sitting position. See Yerushalmi Berakhot 2c (based on Ezekiel i,7: 
"Their legs were straight"). A. Segal writes: " ... being seated is more than infringement 
of protocol... ", O.c., 61. In fact, it is no infringement at all; the angels simply cannot sit. 
In other words, since Metatron was sitting, he must be superior to the angels, that is, 
he could be viewed as another Power in heaven. One may account for Metatron's 
ability to sit by saying that according to one predominant tradition he had once been 
a human being, Enoch! 
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with Metatron is not necessarily a piece of anti-Gnostic polemic. Segal 
suggests viewing the story in the context in which it appears, that is, 
as condemning a hitherto unidentified kind of heretics. Who are those 
hitherto unidentified heretics? Segal proposes to see in them "proto
Merkabah heretics".13 And again, referring to another controversy 
recorded in Bavli Sanhedrin 38b about the characteristics of Metatron, 
Segal remarks: "The heretical opponent of R. "Idi in the third century 
could be either a Christian or Merkabah mystic. The former is some
what more likely, because nowhere else are Merkabah mystics explicitely 
called 'minim"'.14 If I read Segal correctly, he distinguishes between 
"proto-Merkabah heretics" and "Merkabah mystics" who could, with 
all due reservations, figure as heretical opponents in the Talmudic 
stories. It is quite likely that certain Merkavah speculations disturbed 
the rabbis and that the latter may have polemized against them. Indeed, 
Segal himself refers to the angelology of the Merkavah mystics, which 
could have bred strange theories about angelic mediation. 1 5 However, 
it should be observed that: (a) Nowhere in rabbinic writings do we 
find that the Merkavah mystics were treated as heretics. The rabbis 
seem to have had a reserved, if not somewhat critical, attitude towards 
the Merkavah mystics. There are even good reasons to believe that 
some of the Merkavah material was suppressed by the rabbis. But 
there is nothing in the rabbinic writings that can substantiate the 
hypothesis the existence of "proto-Merkavah heretics" and the unequi
vocal identification of heretical views expressed by Merkavah mystics; 
(b) There is almost nothing in the Merkavah writings themselves that 
may be interpreted as angelic mediation. Contrary to medieval Jewish 
mysticism, Merkavah mysticism by and large does not include angelic 
mediation. Of course, angels play an important role in Merkavah 
mysticism and this in helping the mystic carry out and pass through 
his mystical experience, but nowhere in the Merkavah texts do we find 
references to the idea of angelic mediation, neither in the creation 

13 Op. cit., 67. 
14 Ibid., 73. 
15 Curiously, Segal sees in the name Metatron a proof "for a Babylonian redaction". 

Admittedly, Metatron is not mentioned in the Palestinian Talmud, but, as Professor 
S. Lieberman has shown, the name derives from the Greco·Roman pagan world, and 
thus could have been known in Palestine too. See S. Lieberman in I. Gruenwald, 
Apocalyptic and Merkavah Mysticism, Leiden 1980, 235ff. 
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of the world, nor ill the act of redemption, nor by appearing as a 
divine hypostasis. 

In his paper "Jaldabaoth Reconsidered", G. Scholem deals, inter 
alia, with the question of how the Jewish material reached the Gnostic 
writers. 16 Scholem assumes that certain Jews were responsible for 
the creation of some of the Gnostic Theologumena. He qualifies his 
statement: "If I say a Jew, I have in mind Jews who went over to 
Gnostic heresies, such as the famous Tannaitic teacher Elisha ben 
Abuyah in the first half of the second century, who surely was not the 
first Gnostic sectarian (Hebrew: min), but only the most widely 
known".17 Regarding Elisha ben Avuyah the person, I believe that 
Scholem after all infers too much from too little. However, his view 
that Jews actively contributed to the formation of Gnosticism seems 
to be correct. 

We have dealt rather extensively with some views expressed by 
scholars in relation to the apostasy of Elisha ben A vuyah. The view 
that most of these scholars share is that Elisha ben Avuyah became 
a Gnostic. We could quote other opinions in support of that view,18 
but it still appears that more caution is needed regarding this issue. 
Alan Segal was certainly right when he said that there is no proof 
for a Gnostic heresy in the case of Elisha ben Avuyah. However, 
the alternative as suggested by Segal is equally inconclusive. The case 
of "proto-Merkabah heretics" has not been firmly established, nor 
can the Merkavah mystics themselves be cOhsidered as maintaining 
heretical views. 

Elisha ben A vuyah was called A/:ler. A literal translation of the term 
is "Other"; however, it seems that the term should be translated in 
a technical sense as rendering "an apostate". In fact, as S. Lieberman 
has pointed out, some early versions of his name read A/:lor, "the 

16 G. Scholem, Jaldabaoth Reconsidered, in Melanges d'Histoire des Religions Offerts 
a Henri-Charles Puech, 1974,405-421. 

17 Ibid.,418ff. 
18 Such as M. Friedlander, Der Vorchristliche jiidische Gnosticismus, G6ttingen 1898 

[Republished in 1972 by Gregg International Publishers], 102, who maintained that 
the idea of the Pardes "als Sitz der Gnosis" leads the way to Ophitic Gnosticism. Scholem, 
Art. cit., 419, n. I, refers to Friedlander's interpretation and writes: "I am not con
vinced by him". I share Scholem's view on that. 
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one who retreated (from his religion)".19 There are a number of 
cases in which the term Af:zer and its derivatives are used in Tannaitic 
and early Amoraic literature in the sense of apostasy or unorthodox 
practice, and that with no specific Gnostic overtones. (a) In Tosefta 
Berakhot vi (vii), 20, we hear of a person who does not say his 
benedictions properly (that is, he opens them with the appellation 
El[ohim] and ends them with the same appellation, instead of using 
twice the Tetragrammaton) that he acts according to the Derekh 
Af:zeret. 20 Literally, this would mean "the other way", but technically 
it appears, the term should be rendered as the unorthodox or sectarian 
way. Professor S. Lieberman thinks that the Tosefta here has in mind 
sectarians like those who became known from the Qumran Scrolls.21 
This may well be so; in any event, we do not know of any specific groups 
whose practice in saying their benedictions was similar to the one 
called here Derekh Af:zeret. (b) In Bereshit Rabba, Parashah xxiii (ed. 
Theodor-Albeck, p. 224) some sages are quoted as saying that Na" amah 
was Af:zeret, which according to the explanation given there should be 
understood as "idol worshipping".22 (c) Finally, Mekhilta de-Rabbi 
Yishmael to Exodus xx, 3 - "You shall have no other gods before 
me" (RSV) - says: Elohim Af:zerim ("other gods") - those who make 
their worshippers Af:zerim. 23 The last Af:zerim would translate here as 
"idol-worshippers", and not simply "other". 

In short, the case of Elisha ben A vuyah, nicknamed Af:zer, which 
was taken by so many scholars to illustrate the rabbinic attitude 
towards the Gnostics, turns out to be too ambiguous to allow a 
clear-cut and conclusive interpretation. In fact, the Gnostic interpreta
tion seems to be the least likely, though there is no definite alternative 
to that interpretation. It is quite likely that the rabbis found in Elisha 

19 S. Lieberman, Tosefta Ki-Fshurah, part V: Order Mo"ed, 1289. 
20 In Yerushalmi Berakhot lid, the reading is: "(he opens) with the Tetragrammaton 

and ends with 'El...". 
21 Idem., Tosefta Ki-Fshurah, part I: Order Zera"im, 122. 
22 It is said that Na"amah "haytah man' eme! ba-tof la-" avodah zarah", that is, "she 

sang to the timbrel in honour of idolatry". The translation offered by H. Freedman 
(Soncino ed., London 1939) to the effect that 'A/:leret is "of a different stamp" is 
therefore misleading. However, A/:leret may also mean 'a prostitute'. See H. Yalon, 
Studies in the Hebrew Language, [in Hebrew], Jerusalem, 1971,293-4. 

23 Ed. Horovitz-Rabin, 223. 
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ben A vuyah a peg on which they hung a variety of heretical views, 
and if so, we have another good reason for not sticking to the Gnostic
interpretation of his case. 

At this stage it would be in point to repeat our remark to the effect 
that those who look for the anti-Gnostic polemic in rabbinic writings 
have no easy job to do. In fact, scholars who studied the rabbinic material 
which discusses the subjects of Ma" aseh Bereshit and Ma" aseh Merkavah, 
cosmology and theosophy, have more often than not found in it traces 
of either Gnostic influenced or anti-Gnostic polemical tendencies. 
However, we should remember that most of those studies were carried 
out at a time when the Gnostic writings from Nag Hammadi were 
still buried in the earth. Basing themselves on the writings of the 
Church Fathers who polemized against the Gnostics, scholars knew 
quite a lot about Gnosticism but not everything. The dIscovery of the 
Gnostic library at Nag Hammadi enables us to see the subject more 
clearly, and for that matter also, to realize that the alleged rabbinic 
polemic against Gnosticism is not as straightforwardly documented 
as scholars used to believe it was. Hence, the inevitable conclusion 
that a revaluation of the problem is necessary. Reading the texts from 
Nag Hammadi, one gets the clear impression that there is more Judaism 
in Gnosticism than the other way around. It may even be asked whether 
from a historical point of view, the rabbis had a first-hand knowledge 
of Gnostic sectarians and/or their writings. Although the Gnostic 
heresy was certainly in the air at the time, it is still an open question, 
How much of the Gnostic heresy was directly known to the rabbis. 
The answer to that question is of paramount importance to any 
conclusion which may be reached in relation to the problem of the 
anti-Gnostic polemic in the rabbinic writings. 

C 

In discussing the Greek influence in Jewish Palestine, S. Lieberman 
wrote: 

It is ... pertinent to ask: "Were the views of the ancient Palestinian Rabbis 
based upon knowledge of the surrounding Hellenistic culture, or were they 
the product of ignorance, or, at least, the result of misunderstanding? 
Hence, "How much Greek in Jewish Palestine?" is to be understood mainly 
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as the question: "How much knowledge of the world which surrounded 
them did the builders of Rabbinic Judaism possess?" 24 

It is abvious that the questions asked by Professor Lieberman can be 
adopted - with some slight changes - to our subject. Lieberman's 
answers to these questions are by and large positive ones, though 
with some qualifications. We may quote some of his conclusions here, 
at least those which bear relevance to our problem. Lieberman writes: 

The Rabbis drew their information [about the Greek and Roman world 
- I.G.] from personal conversations with philosophers and other intelligent 
people. The Talmuds and the Midrashim frequently mention such inter
course between the Rabbis and men whom they styled "philosophers". 
It is reasonable to assume that there were many learned Jews among the 
upper classes of Jewish Palestine who communicated some of the Greek 
doctrines to the rabbis. 25 

In like manner Lieberman summarizes: 

We do not know exactly how much Greek the Rabbis knew. They probably 
did not read Plato and certainly not the pre-Socratic philosophers ... Jewish 
opinion on the non-Jewish world was the product of knowledge and not 
of ignorance, and this knowledge was undoubtedly a great asset. 26 

Lieberman's conclusion and summary can be easily paraphrased to 
fit our subject. Instead of "Greek" etc. one may insert "Gnostic", 
and a more or less positive - however general - answer can be 
given to the question: "How much Gnosticism in Rabbinic writings?" 

In an Appendix to that article which discusses the problem of "How 
much Greek in Jewish Palestine?", Lieberman takes up the subject 
of Gnosticism as a branch of Greek "philosophy". 2 7 Lieberman assumes 
that "It is now evident that the Rabbis were aware of the Gnostic 
teachings" and that "There can be no doubt that in many cases the 
Minim mentioned in Rabbinic literature designate Gnostics".28 Lieber-

24 S. Lieberman, "How much Greek in Jewish Palestine?'", in Biblical and Other 
Studies, ed. by A. Altmann, 1962, 123. 

25 Ibid., 131. 
26 Ibid., 135. 
27 Ibid., 135-141. 
28 Ibid., 135. In both statements Lieberman relies on the views expressed by G. Scholem. 

On Scholem's views on the subject see I. Gruenwald, 'Knowledge' and 'Vision', in Israel 
Oriental Studies 3, 1973, 88 ff. 
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man goes on and says: "However, no direct allusions to the maxims 
of the Gnostics (except generalities of their theology) were ever identified 
in Rabbinic literature". I agree with Lieberman on that issue. However, 
when Lieberman adds: "But I believe that such allusions do exist", 
I would like to give expression to my skepticism. Lieberman quotes 
three instances in which he found parallel sayings in the Gnostic and 
the Rabbinic writings. On close study, however, those parallels do not 
seem to entail a direct rabbinic polemic against the Gnostics, but mere 
parallelism either in views or in the subject-matter. 

Let us concentrate on one example as discussed by Lieberman. 
In The Gospel of Truth (NHC 1,3) 22, 12ff., we find the following 
statement: 

Each one's name comes to him. He who is to have knowledge in this 
manner knows where he comes from and where he is going. 29 

In a similar saying found in The Gospel of Thomas (NHC 11,2,41, 
31 fl), Logion 50, an explanation of this idea is quoted in the name 
of Jesus: 

Jesus said: "If they say to you: 'Where did you come fromT, say to them: 
'We came from Light, the place where the light came into being on its 
own accord ... 30 

It is through the 'Gnosis' that a man learns of his origin in light 
and of his destination. 

Now, several such sayings are recorded in rabbinic writings. The 
earliest, and most famous, of these sayings is attributed to . Aqaviah 
ben Mahalalel (flourished around the beginning of the first century 
C.E.) : 

Consider three things, and thou wilt not come into the hands of transgression. 
Know whence thou earnest; and whither thou art going, and before whom 
thou art to give account and reckoning. Know whence thou earnest: 
from a fetid drop; and whither thou art going: to worm and maggot; 

29 English translation by G. W. MacRae, in The Nag Hammadi Library in English, 
ed. J. M. Robinson, San Francisco 1977,40. A similar saying is found in the so-called 
Excerpta ex Theodoto 78, 2. See also A. Henrichs and L. Koenen, Der Kainer 
Mani-Kodex, in ZPE 19,1975, 22ff. [= fol. 21,2 in the Codex). 

30 English translation by Th. O. Lambdin, in Op. cit. (n. 29), 123. 
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and before whom thou art to give account and reckoning: before the 
King of the kings of kings, blessed is He. 3 I 

On this saying Lieberman remarks: "It is clear that the Rabbi reminds 
man of the lowly nature of his body, of the virtue of humility and the 
fear of the Lord. There is no inner contradiction between the formula 
of the Gnostics per se and that of the Rabbis".32 

A similar saying is quoted in the name of Ben' Azzai : 

Ben' Azzai says: "Whoever keeps these four things in his heart and before 
his eyes, will never sin: Whence he came, whither he is going, who will 
be his judge, and what will become of him in the hereafter. Whence he 
came: from a dark place; whither he is going: to a place of gloom 
and darkness; whence he came: from an impure place; and whither he is 
going: to defile other people; whence he came: from fetid moisture, and 
from a place over which the eye has no power; whither he is going: to 
the grave, to be judged in Gehenna, and to be swept away by fire ... 33 

And yet again in 'Avot de-Rabbi Nathan, Version B, xxxii 34 we find 
Rabbi Shim'on ben El"azar saying: 

Whence did he come? From a place of fire, and he returns to a place 
of fire. And whence did he come? From a place of compression, and 
he returns to a place of compression. And whence did he come? From a 
place that nobody can see, and he returns to a place that nobody can see. 
Whence did he come? From a place of impurity, and when he returns, he 
defiles other people. 35 

Lieberman concludes his argument by saying: "It is evident that the 
fundamental question of the Gnostics was well known to the Rabbis 
of the second century, and they accordingly expressed their reaction 
to it" (p. 137). 

Reviewing this material, the rabbinic sayings and the Gnostic quota-

31 Mishnah 'Avol III, I. English translation by Ch. Taylor, Cambridge, 1877, I, 
pp. 56-57. 

32 Arl. cil., 136. 
33 Derekh Ere. Rabba (= Pirkei Ben' Azzai) I, I; English translation by M. Higger, 

The Treatises Derekh Erez, 2, New York 1935, English Section, 59 (with the corrections 
of S. Lieberman, Art. cit., 137). 

34 Ed. Sh. Schechter, 69. 
H English translation by S. Lieberman, Art. cil., 137. It appears that both terms 

"place of fire" and "place of compression" simultaneously designate the womb and 
the grave. 
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tions, one may obtain a fairly clear picture of the relationship between 
the two sets of sayings. First came the saying of" Aqaviah ben Malalel 
which combines practical wisdom and the fear of sin. 36 According 
to it, one should know one's place in the world: one comes "from 
a fetid drop" and goes "to the place of dust, worms and maggots". 
This sounds like a paraphrase of Genesis iii, 19: "you are dust and 
to dust you shall return", to which the sage added the idea of the 
future judgement. "Aqaviah ben Mahalalel lived in all likelihood at 
the beginning of the first century of the Christian Era, that is, before 
the Gnostic heresy began, and his saying may reflect a current Stoic 
idea,37 though not necessarily so. Reflections on the origin of man 
and his destination were a quite frequent phenomenon in antiquity, 
but they were not always phrased in the same terms as those used by 
"Aqaviah ben Mahalalel. 38 It is not unlikely that the Gnostic writings 
which we quoted here were composed in the first half of the Second 
Century of the Christian Era, that is, a century later than" Aqavia ben 
Mahalalel. This is also roughly the time of Ben "Azzai, while Rabbi 
Shime" on ben 'Ele" azar lived two generations later. There is no direct 
polemic either in the words quoted in the name of Ben " Azzai 
or in the quotation from Shime" on ben Ele" azar. Admittedly, the rabbis 
sometimes polemized against their adversaries in an indirect manner, 
either by quoting one of their ideas but in an inverted form, or by 
adding or dropping an element, or by giving it a new direction. Thus, 
the degree to which a certain rabbinic utterance may be said to imply 
a polemical tendency frequently depends on our way of reading it and 
not on explicit indications. Yet, in our case there is nothing that 
really substantiates Lieberman's conclusion, namely, that "it is evident 
that the fundamental question of the Gnostics was well known to the 
Rabbis of the second century, and they accordingly expressed their 
reaction to it". 39 But, there are good reasons to see in both, the sayings 
of the Gnostic writers and the sayings of the Second Century Rabbis, 
a series of variations on the theme of" Akaviah ben Mahalalel. Whether 

36 See Mishnah Eduyot v, 6. 
37 See S. Lieberman, Art. cit., 136, n. 13. 
38 See E. R. Dodds, The Greeks and the Irrational, Berkeley & Los Angeles 1964, 

155; idem, Pagan and Christian in an Age of Anxiety, Cambridge 1968,21 ff. 
39 A. Segal, Gp. cit., p. x. 
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one has here to reckon with an additional Stoic influence is indeter
minable, but the question is not unimportant. 

D 

It is, of course, impossible to discuss here all the cases in which 
scholars have seen reflections of an anti-Gnostic polemic. As was 
indicated before, scholars were used to seeing in almost every rabbinic 
utterance about cosmology, the nature of the Deity, and the question 
of the origin of evil a possible polemic against Gnostic views. One 
might add to this that every reference to the Minim and to their Books 
was considered in the light of the theory that Gnostics and their 
writings were meant. We shall concentrate in this last part of our 
paper on one of the major issues in the alleged polemical sayings of 
the rabbis: The Two Powers in Heaven. 

Alan Segal correctly remarked that the rabbis "did little to characterize 
their enemies, especially when to do so would have had the effect 
of spreading the error further".40 Although the rabbis quite often 
refer to the heresy of the Two Powers of Heaven, it is hardly made 
clear which aspect of the heresy the rabbis had in mind in each case. 
Two Powers in Heaven is another way of saying that either two 
opposing or two complementary deities share between themselves the 
dominion over this world. Such a dualistic concept was known from 
the Iranian religion, and it may frequently be found in ancient mytho
logical religions. However, certain ideas about a divine heavenly being, 
such as the Christ or a plenipotentiary angel, could have led to similar 
dualistic conclusions. Thus, for instance, Metatron induced in Elisha 
ben A vuyah the impression that there are Two Powers in Heaven. 
Professor S. Lieberman has convincingly shown that the word "Meta
tron" is a younger form of the older "synthronos", a semi-god in the 
Greek pantheon possessing a semi-divine office.41 The "synthronos" 
was considered a half-god, and for the rabbis any being who possessed 
semi-divine offices or position was a threat to the Jewish concept of 

40 Ibid., 4. 
41 See S. Lieberman, Metatron, the Meaning of His Name and His Functions, Appendix 

to I. Gruenwald, Apocalyptic and Merkavah Mysticism, Leiden 1979, 234ff. A "Syn
thronos" means "one who shares a throne alongside the major Deity". 
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monotheism. Whether the threat was underlined by Christian or Gnostic 
speculations cannot be decided conclusively on the basis of the rabbinic 
texts available to us today. 

Dualism is much too widespread a concept to be a catchword 
for either Christianity or Gnosticism. In fact, the kind of dualism 
known from the Gnostic writings is rather peculiar, since it does 
not conceive of two antagonistic deities in the strict sense of the term. 
Yaldabaoth, or anyone of the other Archons, was conceived of as a 
created being, and for that matter he was condemned by the Gnostics. 
He did not occupy a respectable place and position in heaven, and 
there was no danger at all that a Jew would worship him. Thus, 
the fear that a Jew might address in his prayer two separate divine 
beings could not have real substance if understood in an anti-Gnostic 
context. 42 Although the Gnostics blamed the Jews for worshipping 
Yaldabaoth and his Archon-fellows,43 it is completely inconceivable 
that any normal Jew would do the Gnostic the favour of doing so. 
We may even add that the sayings in rabbinic writings about the 
Two Powers in Heaven are too weak to refute the Gnostic heresy 
itself. The Gnostic attack on Judaism was carried out with pointed 
daggers, and the polemical strength of the rabbinic utterances against 
the belief in Two Powers in Heaven is rather vague and meaningless 
in face of the severe and overall attack of the Gnostics. 

To give one example for this state of affairs, we would refer to the 
saying of the Mishnah Berakhot v, 3 : "[He who says in his prayer44] 
'We give thanks; We give thanks' - is to be silenced". The Mishnah 
condemns a number of then current liturgical formulae, and it is not 
made clear in the Mishnah itself what is wrong with the repetition 
of "we give thanks". The Gemara, however, in the Babylonian 
Talmud 45 explains the issue by saying: "Because he may be interpreted 
to imply Two Powers". However, in Talmud Yerushalmi,46 Rabbi 
Shemuel the son of Rav Yi?l).aq is quoted as referring to Psalms lxiii, 

41 See our discussion below. 
43 They even claimed that the Jewish prophets were inspired by the Archons or 

angels. See Irenaeus, Adversus Haereses, I, 23,4; 24,4; etc. 
44 Most probably the so-called Eighteen Benedictions are meant. 
45 Berakhot 33b; compare Bavli Megillah 25a. 
46 Berakhot 9c (Ed. Venice); Megillah 75c. 
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11 : "for the mouth of liars will be stopped". To this the Gemara adds 
a qualification: In the public service it is forbidden to repeat the words, 
whereas in private one may repeat them by way of a prayer of suppli
cation (Tal;anunim).47 The kind of prayer referred to in rabbinic 
writings by the term Tal;anunim is the personal prayer which is not 
fulfilling the official obligation to pray, which is designated by the 
term: Tefillat Qva (literally, a prayer that has to be said at a fixed 
time).48 Thus, by repeating the word Modim ("we give thanks") a 
man is breaking away from the fixed number of the words of praise 
contained in the -Amidah ("Eighteen Benedictions") and thus changes 
the status of his prayer. We saw 49 that Rabbi Yol).anan silenced such a 
man who performed before the congregation. Rabbi Yol).anan most 
probably did so in line with our Mishnah. The Babylonian Talmud, 
however, understood the words of the Mishnah to imply Two Powers. 
It appears that this interpretation is a rather far-fetched one and may 
in the words of Alan Segal indicate "the process of conventionalization 
of heresy", or even more so a stereotyped understanding of the case. 50 
In other words, the Mishnah which forbids the repetition of the word 
Modim can be taken as an anti-Gnostic polemic only in the light of 
the Babylonian interpretation of the Mishnah. But here I agree with 
Alan Segal that the more likely heresy in our case is the Christian 
one,51 though I still believe that the words in the Talmud Yerushalmi 

47 He does so instead of making it a thanksgiving prayer. The difference between 
the two, thanksgiving prayer and supplication, is eventually indicated in Bavli Berakhot 
and Megillah, where it is told of Rabbi YOQanan that he reproached a cantor who 
added words of praise to God to the ones officially enumerated in the prayer. Thus, 
only in the case of the one who prays for the fulfilment of one's wishes is it allowed 
to add to the words of the prayer. This is generally the case in the sixteenth benediction 
(Shome' a Tefillah) of the "Eighteen Benedictions". For references see I. Elbogen, Der 
judische Gottesdienst in seiner geschichtlichen Entwicklung, Hildesheim 1962, 54. See 
also Mishnah Avot ii, 13. 

48 See, for instance, Mishnah Berakhot Iv, 4; Yerushalmi Terumot i, 6 (40d); Bavli 
Berakhot 29b. 

49 Above, n. 47. 
50 Alan Segal's interpretation of the Mishnah and the problems it raises overlooks 

the halakhic implications as indicated in Talmud Yerushalmi! See Op. cit., 98-103. 
See also next note. 

S! Op. cit., 101. On p. 152 Segal repeats his argument but adds some rather confused 
statements about the Mishnah. 
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bear more weight,52 and that consequently this part of the Mishnah 
has a well-defined halakhic purpose and should not be read in an 
ideological, anti-heretical, and polemical context. 

E 

By way of summary a number of conclusions have to be pointed 
out: 

(a) Despite our expectations, we did not find clear cut proof for 
the allegation that the rabbis polemized against the Gnostics. It is quite 
likely that they did so, but the rabbinic material which we have 
studied here turned out to be too ambiguous and general to allow 
a straightforward interpretation in terms of an anti-Gnostic polemic. 

(b) It appears that the Gnostics were after all more familiar with 
the Jewish material than the other way around. It is quite likely 
that the rabbis in the Tannaitic and Amoraic periods had some notions 
about the Gnostic heresy, but it is still an open question to what 
extent they really had a first hand knowledge of it. As it appears, 
the knowledge they had of the current heresies was rather general, and 
was based upon popular information and not on a close study of 
writings. 

(c) Of all the heresies of their days it appears that the sages of the 
Talmudic period were most concerned about the Christian heresy. 
Here they had to face people who maintained that they still were Jews 
or even the true Jews. The Gnostic heresy, on the other hand, if it had 
at all come to their knowledge was too obvious and too repelling even 
for the lay Jewish believer, so that, practically speaking, it required 
no special polemical effort. 

(d) No proof has yet been found for the existence of Jewish heretical 
circles. 53 Thus, it appears, we have also to eliminate the possibility that 
the polemic of the rabbis was directed against gnosticizing Jews. 

(e) The subjects of the Jews' contribution to the formation of 

52 It should be added that the context of the discussions in both Talmuds makes 
the interpretation of the Talmud Yerushalmi more tenable. 

53 As claimed, for instance, by B. A. Pearson, Friedlander Revisited: Alexandrian 
Judaism and Gnostic Origins, in Studia Philonica 2, 1973, 23-39. 
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Gnosticism and of the use the Gnostic writers made of Jewish ideas 
still need a throughgoing discussion. 54 

(0 The polemical utterances found in rabbinic writings and directed 
against unnamed heresies were mostly directed against agnostic, rather 
than Christian, let alone Gnostic, views. 

(g) Despite a number of similarities between Gnosticism and Merka
vah mysticism, the latter is too distinctly separated from the Gnostic 
worldview and, thus, may not be referred to as "Jewish Gnosticism".55 

Evidently, the rabbis did not create and preach in an intellectual 
vacuum. They were certainly aware of the spiritual and cultural trends 
that were flourishing on the borders of Judaism or in the same places 
in which Jews lived and traded. Jews had to be warned against too 
much involvement in heathen life and practices. However, one should 
distinguish clearly between the knowledge which the rabbis displayed 
in the sciences, or applied sciences, of their days and a possible 
acquaintance with heretical views and philosophies. It is now a widely 
accepted notion that the rabbis had a fairly good knowledge of magic, 
astrology, medicine, cosmology, etc. Indeed, some of them were by 
all standards learned scholars. However, in the case of heresies, it 
appears, the least one knew the better. There were some rabbis who 
had to dispute and argue with pagan and Christian dignitaries. 56 
Little as is known about these disputations, they do not reflect a direct 
confrontation with Gnostics. And in the arena of the internal polemic, 
the case of the anti-Gnostic polemic has not yet been firmly established. 

54 See further, I. Gruenwald, Jewish Sources for the Gnostic Writings from Nag 
Hammadi?, in Proceedings of the Sixth World Congress of Jewish Studies, Vol. III, 
Jerusalem 1977,45 ff. 

55 See, I. Gruenwald, Jewish Mevkavah Mysticism and Gnosticism, to be published 
in Association of Jewish Studies Review (1981-2). 

56 Cf. M. D. Herr, The Historical Significance of the Dialogues between Jewish Sages 
and Roman Dignitaries, in Scripta Hierosolyonitana 22, 1971, 123 ff. 



LES SEMITISMES DANS L'EV ANGILE SELON THOMAS 

ESSAI DE CLASSEMENT 

ANTOINE GUILLAUMONT 
(Paris) 

Traduit plus ou moins fidelement du grec, parseme de termes grecs, 
Ie texte copte de I'Evangile selon Thomas n'en renferme pas moins un 
assez grand nombre de semitismes, dont Ia presence, par Ies problemes 
qu'elle pose et Ies suppositions qu'elle autorise, est du plus grand interet. 
Pour cette raison meme, il convient de distinguer soigneusement entre 
eux. 1 

Beaucoup, parmi ces semitismes, sont peu significatifs. Ce sont ceux 
qui se retrouvent dans Ia langue des Septante: introduits par celle-ci 
dans Ie grec. puis dans Ie copte, ils ont pu y devenir, dans une certaine 

1 La presence de semitismes dans Ie texte de I'Evangi/e selon Thomas a ete signalee, 
des les premieres annees de la recherche concernant cet ecrit, par: H.-Ch. Puech, 
Une collection de Paroles de Jesus recemment retrouvee. L 'Evangile selon Thomas, dans 
CRA!, 1957, 146-166; G. Garitte, Le premier volume de !'edition photographique des 
manuscrits gnostiques coptes et /'«Evangile de Thomas!>, dans Le Museon LXX, 1957. 
59-73; A. Guillaumont, Semitismes dans les logia de Jesus retrouves d Nag-Hamddi, 
dans JA CCXLVI, 1958, 113-123; surtout G. Quispel, qui a rei eve plusieurs de ceux 
qui sont ici presentes, dans de nombreux articles, notamment: The Gospel of Thomas 
and the New Testament, dans VC 11,1957,189-207; L'Evangile selon Thomas et les 
Clemen tines, ibid., 12. 1958, 181-196; L'Evangile selon Thomas et Ie Diatessaron, ibid., 13, 
1959, 87-117 (articles reproduits dans Gnostic Studies, II, p. 3-55). Aussi nous est-il 
agreable d'oft'rir cette etude en hommage au savant qui a Ie plus fait pour montrer 
l'interet que presentent ces semitismes. 

II ne saurait etre question, dans cet article, de relever, et encore moins de discuter, 
to us les semitismes qui ont ete signales alors et depuis, par divers auteurs (notamment 
par P. Nagel, dans F. Altheim et R. Stiehl, Die Araber in der alten Welt, V, 2, 
Berlin 1969,368-392). Certains d'entre eux ont ete discutes et con testes par K. H. Kuhn, 
Some Observations on the Coptic Gospel according to Thomas, dans Le Museon LXXIII, 
1961,317-323. Le but de cet article est simplement de proposer un classement, permettant 
d'apprecier avec plus de discernement la portee qu'a la presence des ces divers semitismes 
pour la solution des problemes relatifs aux origines et it l'histoire de I'Evangile selon 
Thomas. 

Les references sont faites it L 'Evangile selon Thomas. Texte copte etabli et traduit 
par A. Guillaumont, H.-Ch. Puech, G. Quispel, W. Till et t Yassah . Abd al Masil), 
Leiden 1959. 
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mesure, des expressions spontanees, On inclinera a considerer comme 
etant de ce type les exemples suivants: «I'homme vieux dans ses jours» 
(log. 4), «ce qui est devant ta face» (log. 5), <des jours (ou «Ie jour») 
ou» (log. 11; cf. «en quel jour», log. 37, 51, 113), «prosternez-vous 
sur votre visage» (log. 15), «monter au creur» pour dire «etre objet 
de pensee» ou «de souvenir» (log. 17; cf. [safe 65, 17; Jeremie 3, 16; 
51,50), «venin> (co pte €I, grec EPXO~at) au sens de «revenir» (log. 
13 et 64), «trouver» (copte 2€, grec EUptO'1(E1V) au sens d'«obtenir», 
comme l'hebreu N~': (log. 27 et 49, «trouver Ie Royaume», log. 58, 
«trouver la vie», cf. Proverbes 8,35), <<une merveille de merveilles», 
c'est-a-dire <<une grande merveille» (log. 29), «avoir dans sa main» 
(log. 41 ; cf. log. 88), «emplir Ie ventre» pour dire «rassasier» (log. 69), 
«maison (co pte H€I = grec OIKO~ = heb. 11~~) au sens de «temple» 
(log. 71), «sortir d'aupn':s de quelqu'un» pour dire «quitter quelqu'un», 
cf. heb. N¥: (log. 114), «gouter de la mort» (log. 1, 18, 19 et 85) 
et I'expression equivalente «voir la mort» (log. III). Parmi les faits 
de syntaxe on peut relever l'emploi de '91 NA = grec tva avec Ie sens 
causal (log. 69) et celui de la conjonction de coordination A y W = 
grec Kat correspondant a I'hebreu 1 suivi de I'imparfait, pour exprimer 
la finalite (log. 4: «et il vivra» = «afin qu'il vive»). 

D'autres expressions, d'origine hebrai'que ou arameenne, sont 
courantes dans Ie grec du temps, notamment dans Ie Nouveau Testa
ment : ainsi en est-il de l'emploi du mot «Ciel» comme substitut du nom 
divin (log. 6; cf. Luc 15, 18) ou de l'expression <des fils des hommes» 
pour designer les hommes (log. 28); Ie tour «si vous devenez pour moi 
des disciples» (log. 19; cf. log. 10 I) est Ie tour syntaxique regulier en 
arameen quand Ie predicat est indetermine et il se retrouve dans Ie 
grec du Nouveau Testament (cf. Jean 13, 35; 15, 8: Kai YEvilcrEcreE 
E~oi ~aerrrat, au lieu de ~aeTrtat ~Ol), expression conservee dans 
la version sahidique: NT€TN'9WTT€ NAI MMA9HTHC). 

Toutes ces locutions, auxquelles se joignent des formules bibliques 
stereotypees «des oiseaux du ciel», log. 20; «comme sur la prunelle 
de ton reil », log. 25; cf. Deuteronome 32, 10; Psaumes 17, 8), contribuent 
a donner au texte une forte couleur semitique. Mais elles ne sauraient 
suffire, a elles seules, a prouver que ce texte a subi, d'une fa~on directe, 
l'influence d'une langue semitique, hebreu ou arameen. 

II faut, d'autre part, tenir compte du fait que certaines expressions 
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qui paraissent etre des semitismes peuvent etre simplement des copticis
mes et s'expliquer par la seule langue copte. Ainsi, log. 61, IToyA 
NAMOY IToyA NAWN2, «I'un mourra, I'autre (litteralement «l'un») 
vivra», en face de 6 Et~ .. , Kai 6 En;po~ du texte parallele de Luc 
17, 34, pourrait etre considere comme un semitisme et une traduction 
litterale de I'arameen 11]) ... 'tl ou de I'hebreu '~~1'" ,~~; mais Ie 
traducteur sahidique, dans Ie texte de Luc, a, lui aussi, employe -
spontanement, semble-t-il, - oyA .,. oyA.2 Au logion 12, les disciples 
demandent it Jesus: «Qui est-ce qui deviendra grand sur nous?»; 
«grand» pour «Ie plus grand» peut etre interprete comme un positif 
arameen correspondant it un comparatif grec : ainsi dans Ie texte paralh~le 
Matthieu 18, I W;iSffiV EO'1:iv est traduit par .::Ji r<'aCTU dans les 
anciennes versions syriaques (meme expression dans les autres lieux 
paralleJes, Marc 9,34, et Luc 9,46). Mais Ie copte, pas plus que 
l'arameen, n'a de forme comparative; d'autre part, pNo6, «devenir 
grand», employe dans Ie logion copte, peut etre simplement une traduc
tion de apXElv, «commander».3 La locution, au premier abord si 
typiquement arameenne, «soyez passant», qui forme Ie logion 42 est, 
en toute rigueur, explicable par la seule syntaxe copte.4 De meme, 
dans Ie logion 55: «sa mere ... ses freres et ses sreurs» (cf. log. 86 «sa 
tete»), l'addition du possessif it des mots qui n'en sont pas pourvus 
dans Ie texte grec des paralIeJ.es synoptiques (Matthieu 10,37 et Luc 
14,26) peut passer pour un aramaisme, mais aussi bien pour un trait 
conforme it la stylistique copte: de fait, Ie possessif est ajoute aussi 
bien dans les versions coptes (sahidique et bohairique) que dans les 
versions syriaques des versets correspondants de Matthieu et de Luc. 5 

Ces reserves faites concernant des «semitismes» qui peuvent legitime
ment etre consideres comme des faits de langue, d'origine semitique, 

2 De meme en Luc 7,41. En Matthieu 24,40, Ie texte grec a d<; ... KUt d<;, ce qui 
est considere comme un semitisme (cf. Moulton-Turner, A Grammar of New Testament 
Greek, III, 36). Ce tour n'est cependant pas absolument inconnu en grec classique 
(cf. Blass-Debrunner, Grammatik des neutestamentlichen Griechisch1o , § 247,3). 

3 Cf. W. E. Crum, A Coptic Dictionary, 251b. 
4 Cf. W. 1]11,_ Koptische Grammatik, § 332. Comparer notamment Luc 12,40: 

lYwn€ €T€TNCBTWT. 

5 La remarque en est faite par Kuhn, art. cit., 321-322, qui pense que Ie tour «si 
vous devenez pour moi des disciples», mentionne ci-dessus, peut etre aussi purement 
copte. 
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mais devenus usuels en grec et en copte, ou comme des expressions 
susceptibles d'etre expliquees par la seule langue copte, il n'en reste 
pas moins un nombre imposant de faits de vocabulaire, de syntaxe 
ou de style qui paraissent trahir, de fa<;on evidente, l'existence d'un 
texte semitique sous-jacent au texte copte seul conserve, Ainsi de 
nombreux parfaits sont a entendre comme des parfaits hebreux a sens 
present: «vous avez delaisse ... vous avez parle» (log. 52), «a fait 
profit» (log. 53), «ont connu» (log. 69), «vous ne l'avez pas connu» 
(log. 91). Le logion 55 offre l'exemple d'une negation dont l'effet s'etend 
a plusieurs verbes coordonnes; Ie texte se traduirait litteralement ainsi : 
«Celui qui ne halra pas son pere et sa mere ne pourra pas devenir 
mon disciple, et qui halra ses freres et ses sreurs et portera sa croix 
comme moi (ce qui est a entendre: «et celui qui ne halra pas ses freres 
et ses sreurs et qui ne portera pas sa croix comme moi») ne sera pas 
digne de moi»; on a la un fait de syntaxe bien connu en hebreu. 6 

Le logion 16 parait avoir conserve une construction syntaxique semi
tique qui a ete remaniee dans Ie texte grec correspondant de Luc 
(12,52): «11 y en a cinq qui seront dans une maison, trois seront 
contre deux et deux contre trois ... », ce qui veut dire, compte tenu du 
procede semitique de la parataxe: «S'il y en a cinq dans une maison, 
trois seront contre deux et deux contre trois ... ».7 Au logion 43, on 
trouve «et» au lieu de «ou» pour separer les deux termes d'une alter
native: «car ils aiment l'arbre (et) halssent son fruit, et ils aiment Ie fruit 
(et) halssent l'arbre»; en quoi il convient de reconnaitre un trait 
stylistique semitique, dont on a un exemple, entre autres, dans Exode 
21, 17: «Celui qui maudit son pere et (= ou) sa mere» (i7!l1:t~), 
tour conserve dans la Peshitta (~~a), mais modifie par les 
Septante selon Ie mode d'expression usuel en grec: «ou sa mere», 
(ft IlTJ'ttpa). La meme particularite stylistique se retrouve au logion 78 : 
«Pourquoi etes-vous sortis dans la campagne? Pour voir un roseau 
agite par Ie vent et (= ou) pour voir un homme ayant sur lui des 
vetements delicats?» Dans les logia 56, 80 et 85, on lit «digne de vous» 

6 Cf. P. Jotion, Grammaire de l'hebreu biblique, Rome 1947, § 160 q, qui renvoie 
notamment it Psaumes 9, 19; 35, 19; 38,2, etc. Cette construction se retrouve cependant 
dans Ie grec neo-testamentaire (cf. Matthieu 10,38; Luc 14,27, ou eile est conservee 
par les versions coptes). 

7 cr. Guillaumont, art. cit., 118-119. 
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avec Ie sens de «egal a vouS», ce qui s'explique fort bien par l'arameen, 
ou i1'.~, «egal a» prend aussi Ie sens de «digne de». Au logion 102, 
une imprecation contre les Pharisiens est ainsi formulee: oyo € I NAy 

M<pAPICAIOC, litteralement: «Malheur a eux, les Pharisiens!»; en 
copte on dirait normalement: 0YO€I NM<pAPICAIOC;8 l'expression 
du logion parait etre l'exact decalque de la forme syntaxique que 
revetirait cette proposition en arameen, v.g. syria que : ~~ ,0 

~ ~, avec emploi du suffixe determinatif. Ailleurs certaines 
etrangetes ou obscurites du texte copte s'eclairent ou s'expliquent par 
Ie recours a un substrat ou a un contexte semitique. Ainsi l'expression 
N€TCWK 2HTTHYTN du logion 3 (cf. P. Oxy. 654: of EAKOV'tE<; 

TJlliiC; sic!), litteralement «ceux qui vous tirent», prend un sens satis
faisant si l'on suppose so us Ie verbe copte CWK (et Ie grec EAKElV) un 
substrat arameen ,;~, signifiant a la fois «tirer» et «guider». On lit au 
logion 104: «Quel est donc Ie peche que j'ai commis ou en quoi ai-je 
ete vaincu?» (litteralement: «ont-ils ete victorieux sur moi ?»); cette 
derniere expression s'explique bien si l'on suppose un substrat arameen 
:in, syriaque .::1.», qui signifie «etre vaincu» (= TJniicrElm, interme
diaire grec probable) et, plus frequemment, «etre coupable», «pecher»; 
l'expression a donc Ie meme sens que la precedente et forme avec elle 
un parallelisme rigoureux. L'etrange locution «trouver Ie corps », repetee 
deux foix dans Ie logion 80, n'a de sens, semble-t-il, dans Ie contexte, 
que si l'on suppose un substrat arameen N~1J, signifiant parfois «trouver» 
(sens habituel en hebreu), mais plus freq~~mment «pouvoir, maitriser». 
Cette expression reapparait dans Ie logion 56, qui est un doublet du 
logion 80, mais sous la forme: «trouver un cadavre», oyrrTWMA 

(= grec 1t'tffiIlU), au lieu de «trouver Ie corps», (= grec crffiIlU); cette 
variante peut s'expliquer par une simple confusion graphique, soit 
en grec, soit en copte (facilitee, en ce dernier cas, par la forme de 
l'article rr); mais elle s'explique mieux, tout comme l'alternance de 
1t'tffillu en Matthieu 24,28 et de crffillU en Luc 17,37, par un substrat 
arameen commun N11~ (syriaque ""~), qui a generalement Ie sens 
de «corps», mais parfois aussi celui de «cadavre» (sens habituel de 
l'h6breu ,~~).9 Au log ion 30, Ie texte co pte de l'Evangile selon Thomas 

8 Cf. version sahidique de Matthieu 18, 7. Comparer, par contre, les cas ou I'on 
ala 2eme personne (par ex. Luc 11,42-43). 

9 Kuhn, art. cit., 318-319, fait remarquer que 1t'ti1>IlU, employe six fois dans Ie 
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confirme et complete Ie texte grec donne par Ie P. Oxy. 1, notam
ment la lecture du mot SWt, «dieux», source d'embarras pour les 
editeurs et les interpretes du papyrus et objet de suspicion, voire de 
correction, pour nombre d'entre eux; l'expression complete fournie 
par Ie texte copte, «trois dieux», et Ie logion lui-meme s'eclairent si 
l'on recourt a l'exegese targumique du mot c'ry'''~ dans Ie premier 
verset du psaume 82 et a l'utilisation qui est faite de ce verset dans 
les Pirqe AbOth, 3, 3 et 7.10 Au logion 33, dans la bizarre expression: 
«Ce que tu entendras dans ton oreille (et) dans l'autre oreille», 2M 
rr€KM~~~€ 2M rrK€M~~~€, ce dernier mot est probablement a 
corriger en rr€KM~~~€; des lors on peut voir dans cette expression 
une simple dittographie, mais tout aussi bien Ie procede semitique 
(connu aussi du copte) de l'iteration servant a rendre Ie distributif: 
«Ce que vous entendrez, (to i) dans ton oreille (et to i) dans ton oreille», 
c'est-a-dire «chacun dans votre oreille» (il s'agit d'une chose dite a 
l'oreille, done a chacun en particulier). II Enfin l'expression, insolite 
en copte, du logion 21 «sa maison de son royaume» s'explique excelle
ment comme Ie decal que maladroit d'une expression arameenne: 
syriaque mls\~:\ m~, «la maison de son royaume» (ou 
«de sa royautb> = «sa maison royale», aramalsme passe en grec 
biblique, cf. Daniel 4, 27), dans laquelle Ie pronom affixe du premier 
terme (Iu masc. -eh, au lieu de fern. -iih) a ete traduite litteralement 
comme s'il avait valeur possessive, et non determinative, ce qui a donne 
en grec 6 OtKO<; at'ytOu "tii<; ~acrtA£ia<; at'nou. 12 Tous ces faits rendent 
tres vraisemblable l'hypothese d'un substrat semitique, probablement 
arameen. 

Nouveau Testament, est toujours traduit par CWM~ dans la version sahidique; on 
pourrait donc penser que Ie traducteur des logia avait dans les deux cas 1t'tWllu, qu'il 
a tant6t conserve, tant6t «traduit» par CWM~. En consequence la variante s'expliquerait 
seulement par Ie copte, ce qui est possible. Cependant, comme l'alternance de 1t'tWIlU 
en Matthieu 24, 28 et de crwllu en Luc 17,37 ne peut s'expliquer que par un substrat 
arameen, il parait naturel d'admettre ici la meme explication. Dans la Septante ,~~ 
est traduit par crwllu en Genese 15, II et par 1t'tWIlU en Ezechiel 6, 5 (Alexandrinus). 

10 Cf. Guillaumont, art. cit., 114-116, oil les textes sont donnes. 
11 Sur ce procede, voirles exemples donnes par A. J. Wensinck, Un groupe d'aramaismes 

dans Ie texte grec des Evangiles, dans Mededeelingen der Koninklijke Akademie van 
Wetenschappen, Afdeeling Letterkunde Deel 81, Serie A, N° 5, 1936, 169-180. 

12 Explication proposee par H. Quecke, « Sein Haus seines Kiinigreiches ». Zum 
Thomasevangelium 85, 9f, dans Le Museon LXXVI, 1963,47-53. 
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Deux passages pourraient meme inviter a mettre en question l'exi
stence d'un intermediaire grec. On lit dans Ie logion 13: «Un feu 
sortira des pierres et vous bn11era», oYKw2T ... NCPW2K MMWTN. 
Ce dernier verbe est pourvu du suffixe verbal feminin, accord grammati
calement incorrect, Ie mot KW2T, «feu», etant du genre masculin; 
mais on sait que dans les langues semitiques les mots designant Ie feu 
(hebreu tz.iN, judeo-arameen Nl1tBN syriaque "<iru, arabe )u) sont 
regulierem~nt du genre feminin ':' l~ texte copte n'aurait-il pas conserve 
ici, indument, par suite de la distraction d'un traducteur, un accord 
grammatical qui etait normal dans un texte semitique original? Dans 
cette hypothese, il est impossible de faire une place a un intermediaire 
grec, car, en cette langue, l'accord n'aurait pu etre conserve, la forme 
verbale correspondante n'y comportant pas l'indication de genre. 13 

Egalement impossible a garder en grec est la construction typiquement 
arameenne qui consiste a determiner Ie complement d'objet a l'aide 
d'un suffixejoint au verbe et dont Ie logion 98 parait offrir un exemple: 
«11 tira l'epee dans sa maison (et) Aq.x,OTC NT.x,O », ce qui peut 
se traduire: «il transpen.;a la muraille» et pourrait donc etre 1 'exact 
decalque du syriaque ..<~ ~ ~ '\0:\ C\ 14 L'expression est toute
fois susceptible en copte d'une autre explication, qui permet de traduire : 
«II l'enfon9a dans la muraille ». 15 II est loisible aussi de voir dans 
l'exemple precedent une banale faute de copie, NC mis pour Nq.16 

Aussi bien des indices serieux accreditent-ils la these, generalement 
admise, selon laquelle Ie texte copte est une version faite sur un texte 
grec. 17 

13 A moins de supposer la reprise du sujet so us la forme du pronom: ltiip ... Kai 
aD'tl] (au lieu de 'tOii'to) KaucrEI UJli'iC;. 

14 Explication proposee par G. Garitte, dans Le Museon LXXX, 1957,66. 
15 Le verbe ,xWT€ est atteste, en effet, avec Ie sens de «enfoncer» Ie complement 

etant, en ce cas, non pas la chose percee, mais la chose poussee (cf. Crum, op. cit., 
79Ib): ce sens admis, Ie suffixe -c do it etre considere comme Ie suffixe objet, renvoyant 
au mot CHq€, qui est du genre feminin, et la preposition N en ten due au sens local 
(= ZN). On traduira donc: «l'( = l'epee) enfon!;a dans la muraille». 

16 P. Jernstedt, dans un article traduit par P. Nagel, Zur Determination im Koptischen, 
dans WZHalle XXVII, 1978, Gesellschafts- und Sprachwissenschaftliche Reihe, Heft 3, 
95-106, cite un certain nombre d'exemples, tires en particulier de textes de Nag Hammadi, 
ou l'on a un desaccord de genre. Mais dans tous les cas il s'agit d'un nom feminin 
suivi d'un accord au masculin, ce qui est peut-etre plus comprehensible que Ie phenomene 
inverse que I'on a ici. 

17 Represente par les fragments d'Oxyrhynchos, cf. A. Guillaumont, Les Logia 
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II est des cas nombreux, cependant, OU Ie substrat arameen, loin 
de rester it l'etat de supposition pure, prend pour nous forme tangible. 
Beaucoup de semitismes de I'Evangile selon Thomas paraissent, en effet, 
avoir leur source dans les versions syriaques du Nouveau Testament, 
avec lesquelles Ie texte de cet apocryphe presente d'evidentes affinites. 
Ainsi il est dit au logion 25: «Aime ton frere comme ton arne», 
tandis que les paralleIes synoptiques grecs ont «comme toi-meme», 
m<; m;UlYtOV (Matthieu 19,19; 22, 39; Marc 12, 31; Luc 10,27); mais 
«comme ton arne», ~ ""re', est precisement ce qu'on lit dans 
les versions syriaques, aux passages correspondants; c'est aussi cette 
expression qu'emploie la Peshitta de l'Ancien Testament en Levitique 
19,18, Ie verset cite par les Synoptiques, tan dis que la Septante a 
m<; crwU'tov et l'hebreu ;';7.)~. Au logion 45, l'expression de caractere 
tres semitique «qui est dans son creur» se retrouve aussi dans les 
versions syriaques (~:\) aux passages paralleIes, Matthieu 12, 35 
et Luc 6,45. Dans Ie logion 76, «il acheta pour lui la perle» est un 
semitisme (cf. Ruth 4,8: ;"J?-:1~R' «acquiers pour toi») qui est atteste 
egalement dans la vieille version syriaque (mais non conserve par la 
Peshitta) au passage parallele, Matthieu 13, 46. On lit dans Ie logion 
79: «Heureux ... les seins qui t'ont allaite», alors que Ie texte grec 
de Luc 11,27 porte: «que tu as tetes», oi.l<; tef]AucrU<;; Ie texte du 
logion est conforme it celui des versions syriaques, qui ont ~ c:uu..re':\, 
forme afel du verbe JJ.l.a, «teter» : donc, litteralement, «qui Cont fait 
teter», «t'ont donne it teter».lB 

L' Evangile selon Thomas presente, en outre, dans les logia qui ont 
des paralleIes synoptiques, un certain nombre de variantes par rapport 
au texte grec du Nouveau Testament qui s'expliquent fort bien si 
on les considere comme des traductions de termes ambigus employes 
dans les versions syriaques, ou dans telle d'entre elles. Ainsi dans 
Ie logion 8, il est dit que Ie pecheur «choisit» Ie gros poisson, tandis 
que Ie texte paralleIe de Matthieu 13,48 a crUAAEYEIV: or ce verbe 
est traduit dans les versions syriaques, en ce passage, par ~, 

d'Oxyrhynchos sont-ils traduits du copte?, dans Le Museon LXXIII, 1960, 325-333 (contre 
la these de G, Garitte, exposee ibid., 151-172). 

18 La divergence entre Ie grec, d'une part, et, d'autre part, les versions syriaques 
et l' Evangi/e selon Thomas peut s'expliquer soit par un substrat arameen vi:, lu tant6t 
au peal, tant6t Ii rafel, soit simplement par Ie double sens du grec 91lAU1;Elv .. 
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mot qui peut signifier «recueillir», en quoi il est une traduction exacte 
de cruAA£Y£lV, mais aussi «choisir», sens retenu par I'auteur des logia, 
qui avait ses raisons de Ie preferer. 19 A propos des oiseaux qui vinrent 
manger les graines tombees sur Ie chemin, il est dit au logion 9 qu'ils les 
«cueillirent», au lieu de KUt£<pUY£v employe dans Matthieu 13,4; or 
la version syriaque sinaHique se sert dans ce verset du verbe ~, 
qui veut dire «glaner», «cueillir», et aussi «picorer» en parlant d'un 
oiseau; ce verbe a donc pu, d'une part, traduire KUt£<pUY£v du texte 
grec et etre traduit, d'autre part, par «cueillir», ici KWTq. Au logion 
64, qui rapporte sous une forme assez nouvelle la parabole du festin, 
run des invites s'excuse en disant qu'il a achete une «ferme», Ie terme 
employe etant la transcription du grec KOlllll, alors qu'il s'agit dans 
Luc 14,18, d'un «champ», ayp6~; les versions syriaques ont traduit 
ce mot, en ce passage, par r<lI\.aia terme qui designe so it un «bourg», 
un «village», soit un «champ», et sert effectivement a traduire dans 
les versions du Nouveau Testament tantot KOlJ.lll (par ex. Matthieu 
10, 11), tantot ayp6~ (par ex. Matthieu 13,24; XWPlOV en Jean 4, 5); 
il parait donc evident que KOlllll, dans Ie logion, traduit r<lI\.a ia, 
lui-meme traduction de ayp6~. Au logion 91 on trouve «eprouver», 
transcription du grec 1t£lpUS£lV, alors qu'on a dans Ie texte parallele 
de Luc 12,56, DOK1IlUS£lV (D1UKplV£lV dans Matthieu 16,3); la raison 
de cette divergence apparait si I'on se reporte a ce verset de Luc dans 
la vieille version syriaque, ou est employe Ie verbe ,gu (au paei); 
or ce verbe veut dire egalement «eprouver» et «examiner», et il sert 
d'equivalent aussi bien a 1t£lPUS£lV (cf. Exode 20, 20) qu'a DOK1IlUS£lV 
(cf. 2 Corinthiens, 8,8); dans Ie logion 1t£lPUS£lV peut donc fort bien 
etre une traduction du mot ,gu de la version syriaque de Luc 12,56, 
lui-meme traduction de DOK1IlUS£lV. Par la s'eclaire Ie sens de I'expres
sion: «vous eprouvez la face du ciel» veut dire manifestement: «vous 
examinez, vous scrutez la face du ciei».20 

L' Evangile selon Thomas presente toutefois, par rapport au texte 
des Synoptiques, des variantes qui ne se retrouvent pas dans les versions 
syriaques du Nouveau Testament et qui ne s'expliquent pas non plus 

19 Voir Ies emplois du verbe CWTTT aux log. 23 et 49. 
20 L'equivalence entre 1tElpUt;E1V et IiOK1~Ut;ElV est deja acquise en grec biblique, 

comme Ie montre Sagesse 3, 5-6 et II, 9-10. L'indistinction entre « examiner» et « eprouver» 
est banale en hebreu ()nJ, ;'01; cf. Psaumes 26,2) et en arameen. 
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a partir d'elles, par l'ambigui'te d'un terme, Elles para is sent avoir leur 
explication dans un substrat arameen autre que les versions syriaques 
attestees et sont, de ce fait, d'un grand interet. Ainsi au logion 9, 
il est dit de certaines semences qu'elles tomberent «sur Ie chemin», 
tandis que Ie texte grec des Synoptiques (Matthieu 13,4; Marc 4,4; 
Luc 8, 5), suivi par les versions syriaques, dit «aupres du chemin », 
napa 't'TJV Mav ; la variante du logion, connue deja par quelques temoins 
du texte des Synoptiques, suggere un substrat arameen '¥ preposition 
qui signifie «sun>, sens retenu ici, et aussi «aupres de», sens qui est 
a l'origine du texte rec;u,21 Nous avons deja vu la formule «Aime 
ton frere comme ton arne» du logion 25, a propos de l'expression 
«comme ton arne», qui a paru provenir des versions syriaques de 
l'Ecriture, Mais celles-ci n'ont pu fournir Ie terme specifique «ton 
frere», puisqu'elles ont, comme Ie texte grec, «ton prochain», Cette 
particularite s'explique par l'emploi bien connu en hebreu et en arameen 
du mot «frere», n~, au sens de «prochain», La formule prend ainsi 
la forme qu'elle a dans Ie Document de Damas, 6, 20-21, et un caractere 
juifplus accuse. Au logion 39, il est dit que les Pharisiens et les scribes 
«ont re(:u (~I) les clefs de la gnose», tandis que, selon Luc 11,52, 
ils les «ont prises» (ilpa't'E, version sahidique ql), Cette variante, qui 
reconnait aux scribes et aux Pharisiens la qualite de depositaires et a 
un caractere plus juif que Ie texte de Luc, qui fait d'eux des usurpateurs, 
ne peut provenir des versions syriaques; la Vetus Syra a, dans Ie verset 
de Luc, «qui avez cache», variante qui se retrouve dans Ie logion copte, 
mais comme second element coordonne. Elle parait s'expliquer par 
1 'ambiguite des verbes signifiant «prendre» et «recevoir» en hebreu 
et en arameen et par un substrat arameen 'i'2. «Si deux font fa paix 
entre eux», lit-on dans Ie logion 48, au lieu de (Jl)~q>{J)vil(J(j)O'tv de 
Matthieu 18, 19, fidelement rendu dans les versions syriaques: les 
deux expressions paraissent etre deux traductions independantes d'un 
meme substrat arameen C"tVN «faire Ia paix» (afel!) et «s'accorder». 
Le logion 107 rapporte Ia pa;~bole de la brebis perdue dans une redaction 
assez differente de celles de Matthieu 18,12-13 et de Luc 15,3-6; 
apres avoir retrouve la brebis Ie berger lui dit : <de t'aime plus que les 

21 Voir M, Black, An Aramaic Approach to the Gospels and Acts3 , Oxford 1967, 
162 (rapportant l'opinion de Torrey), 
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quatre-vingt-dix-neuf (autres)>>; «je t'aime», tOY0<9K, correspond a 
XUiPEtv de Matthieu et de Luc; on peut penser a un substrat aralileen 
K:::J~, «se complaire dans», «prendre plaisir a», qui, d'une part, par 
l'i~termediaire du grec EU80KElV - traduit d'ordinaire en syriaque par 
~.s et en copte par oyw<9 (cf. Matthieu 12,18) - a abouti 

correctement a la le90n du logion, et qui, d'autre part, a pu etre 
rendu, plus librement, par XUiPEtv. Le logion 113, enfin, offre un bel 
exemple d'une variante explicable par un substrat arameen: «II (= Ie 
Royaume) ne viendra pas avec une attente», 2N oy6w<9T €80i\., 

lit-on, alors que Luc 17,20 dit IlE'tu nUpU'tT1Pi]crEroC;, «avec une obser
vation», c'est-a-dire «de telle sorte qu'on puisse l'observer». Ces deux 
expressions, si nettement differentesde sens, peuvent etre deux traduc
tions differentes d'une meme expression arameenne; Ie vocabulaire 
arameen, en effet, etablit un rapport etroit entre «observer» et 
«attendre», comme Ie montre Ie double sens du verbe '!?~ (cf. syriaque 
ia...), qui signifie habituellement «regardef», «observef);, mais prend 
parfois Ie sens de «attendre» (cf. Luc 8,40, ou dans les versions 
syriaques, i» traduit npocrooKUV). 11 est a remarquer que l'ambiguite 
sur laquelle parait fondee cette double traduction n 'existe pas dans 
les versions syriaques de Luc 17, 20, ou r<")r.' ~ ne peut signifier 
que «avec des observations». II convient donc de la situer dans un 
substrat arameen autre que les versions syriaques attestees. 

Ces constatations invitent a attribuer peut-etre plus d'importance 
qu'on ne ferait au premier abord, tente que l'on serait de les mettre 
au compte d'un style biblique plus ou moins factice, a certaines 
additions que les logia de l'Evangile selon Thomas presentent par 
rapport au texte des logia synoptiques paraIU:les. Ainsi en face de 
Luc8, 16, «afin que quiconqueentre», Ie logion 33 a «afin que quiconque 
entre et sort», ce qui est l'expression semitique sous sa forme complete 
(cf. Deuteronome 28,6; 31,2). Le logion 36 exprime dans une forme 
plus semitique que Matthieu 6, 25 et Luc 12, 22 Ie precepte de 
l'insouciance a l'egard du vetement, en ajoutant «du matin au soir 
et du soir au matin », fa90n concrete de dire, en hebreu biblique, 
«continuellement» (cf. Exode 18, 13; 27, 21). 

Ces memes constatations donnent aussi un relief particulier a des 
semitismes qui se trouvent dans des logia qui n'ont pas de paralleles 
synoptiques, mais sont des paraboles de type tout a fait evangelique, 
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telles les paraboles du Royaume, Ainsi Ie logion 97, ou Ie Royaume 
des cieux est compare a une femme portant un vase plein de farine 
dont elle repand, sans Ie savoir, Ie contenu sur Ie chemin, presente 
plusieurs semitismes: «sur un chemin eloignb>, ce qui correspond 
exactement a l'hebreu i1~'n; ';JT:!~ (c[, Nombres 9, 10, expression 
conservee dans la Peshitta : f<'~i r<.""i a ~ ); «elle ne s'apen:;ut 
(litteralement «connut») pas et elle ne sut pas», expression qui parait 
reposer sur les verbes ~,; et ;"uC" (arameen Km) frequemment associes 
(cf. 1 Samuel 24, 12 et 25, 17), Ie premie;-'signifiant «connaitre», 
mais aussi «s'apercevoir de», Ie second signifiant «voin>, mais ayant 
pu donner Ie sens de «savoir» par un intermediaire grec d8{;vm; 
«Ie malheur», litteralement «la peine», 2IC€, correspond probable
ment a l'arameen K~':;1, comme semble Ie prouver l'equivalence ~ = 
KUKIDO'tC; = 21 C€ attestee par Siracide 29, 12. 

Ainsi les nombreux semitismes que renferme Ie texte de l'Evangile 
selon Thomas paraissent se situer au moins a deux niveaux differents : 
Ie premier, que nous ne faisons qu'entrevoir et qui sort a peine pour 
nous du champ de l'hypothese, est represente par les semitismes qu'il 
conviendrait de rattacher a un substrat hebreu, judeo-arameen ou 
arameen judeo-chretien; Ie second, plus proche de nous, se confond 
avec un etat syriaque du texte, dont on ne peut dire s'il fut Ie stade 
initial ou seulement une etape intermediaire de son histoire, mais qui 
parait suffisamment atteste. En effet l'existence d'un etat syriaque 
du recueil, anterieur a l'etat copte qui a ete conserve, est prouvee par 
un certain nombre de faits: d'abord, les affinites etroites que nous 
avons vues entre Ie texte copte des logia et les vieilles versions syriaques 
du Nouveau Testament; en outre, un grand nombre des aramaismes 
enumeres ci-dessus peuvent tout aussi bien etre des syriacismes; il reste, 
enfin, quelques particularites linguistiques qui sont incontestablement 
des syriacismes: ce sont ces exemples qu'il convient d'examiner en 
dernier lieu, 

Jesus dit au logion 14: «Si vous donnez l'aum6ne, vous ferez du 
mal a vos esprits» (transcription du grec 7tVEl>!lU), ce qui veut dire: 
«vous vous ferez du mal», «vous nuirez a vous-memes», Pour exprimer 
Ie reflechi, Ie syriaque, comme d'une fal;on generale les langues semi
tiques, se sert d'un certain nombre de mots pleins, dont Ie plus 
commun est Ie mot <dime», mais l'emploi du mot «esprit», r<.""ai, 
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qui a survecu dans certains dialectes neo-syriaques, lui est plus particu
lier.22 Le logion 100 rapporte l'episode du denier de Cesar; mais ici 
Ie «denier», bl1VaptoV, ainsi appele dans Matthieu 22, 19, Marc 12, 15 
et Luc 20,24, est devenu une «piece d'or», NOYB. En latin et en grec, 
Ie mot «denier» designe, saufindication contraire, une monnaie d'argent, 
et c'est certainement en ce sens qu'il faut I'entendre dans Ie texte des 
Synoptiques, a propos de la «monnaie du tribut». Mais, dans Ie 
domaine arameen, il a servi couramment a designer Ie denier d'or, 
et c'est ce sens que, meme employe seul, il a Ie plus souvent en 
syriaque, ou il est passe so us la forme r<i..l.a:\, sens qui s'est maintenu 
aussi dans l'arabe .)~~. Les versions syriaques, dans Ie recit des 
Synoptiques, ont conserve Ie mot, et il est probable que la «piece d'or» 
du logion est due a un traducteur qui a pris Ie mot r<i..l.a:\ dans son 
sens usuel, equivalent de Xpl)crou~. 23 L' Evangile selon Thomas presente 
trois exemples du mot l-!Ovax6~, simplement transcrit en copte, qui 
sont du plus grand interet, non seulement pour I'histoire de ce mot, 
mais aussi comme indice de l'origine syriaque du recueil: log. 16, 
ou Ie mot est adjectif predicat, 49 et 75, ou il est substantif. On sait 
qu'avant Ie IVeme siecle et la diffusion du monachisme ce mot est 
rare chez les auteurs grecs et n'est pas atteste comme substantif. En 
revanche, Ie terme syriaque correspondant, ~.'\u.a.a, avant de prendre 
Ie sens, usuel apres Ie IVeme siecie, de «moine», a ete largement employe 
pour designer, dans l'Eglise mesopotamienne des premiers siecles, une 
categorie speciale de fideles, d'ascetes, qui vivaient «seuls», c'est-a-dire, 
non pas a part des autres, mais dans Ie ceJibat et la continence. Cet 
emploi du mot est encore bien atteste au cours du IVeme siecle, chez 
Aphraate et Ephrem, et il semble avoir exerce sur Ie mot grec lui-meme, 
,.!Ovax6~, et son acception religieuse une influence decisive. 24 Telle 

22 References donnees dans Guillaumont, art. cit. du lA, 117 et 122, notes 13 et 14. 
23 L'attention a ete attiree sur I'equivalence de OT]VaplOV et «piece d'oD> dans 

ce logion et sur I'interet du logion it cet egard par J. Guey, Comment Ie «denier de 
Cesar» de rEvangile a-I-if pu devenir une piece d'or?, dans Bulletin de fa Societe 
franraise de numismatique, 1960, 478-479, et Autour des Res Gestae Divi Saporis, 1. 
Deniers (d'or) et deniers d'or (de compte) anciens, dans Syria XXXVIII, 1961, speciale
ment 268-270. 

24 L'influence exercee par Ie terme syriaque r<..~ sur Ie mot IlOvaX6<; et sa 
signification religieuse a ete mise en evidence par A. Adam, Grundbegriffe des Monch
turns in sprachlicher Siehl, dans ZKG LXV, 1953/54, p. 209-239. Pour Ie sens primitif 
de ce terme, voir, entre autres, E. Beck, Ein Beitrag zur Terminofogie des iiftesten 
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parait etre la signification premiere de ce terme ici, particulierement 
sensible dans Ie logion 75: «Ce sont les monachoi qui entreront dans 
la chambre nuptiale». Ce sens premier est toutefois recouvert, et en 
partie remplace, par un sens nouveau qui s'est deveioppe dans Ie milieu 
gnostique ou les logia ont re~u leur derniere forme: Ie monachos 
est ceiui qui, ayant surmonte la division, est devenu un, est unifie 
(cf. log. 16, et aussi log. 4 et 23 ou OyA OyWT est probablement 
une traduction de ~ovax6c;). Le mot syria que etait plus que son 
equivalent grec susceptible d'une telle interpretation, en raison de sa 
nature, puisqu'il est forme sur un theme passif, mais aussi en raison 
de son sens fondamental: l'i/:zidiiyii, en effet, merite son nom, non 
seulement parce que, en ne se mariant pas, il reste seul, mais aussi 
parce que, en s'abstenant du mariage, il se soustrait a toute division 
(cf. 1 Corinthiens 7, 34); dans I'histoire ulterieure du mot ce sens fonda
mental ne sera pas oublie, Ie «moine» restant par excellence celui qui, 
se refusant a tout partage dans sa vie, oriente toutes ses activites vers 
une seule fin.25 Une derniere expression est a relever, qui rattache 
etroitement, du point de vue litteraire, les logia aux ecrits de langue 
syriaque: I'expression «jeuner du monde» (log. 27), qui apparait so us 
la forme «jeuner Ie monde» dans Ie fragment grec conserve par Ie 
P. Oxy. 1; on la retrouve plusieurs fois, so us l'une ou l'autre forme, 
chez Aphraate et chez l'auteur anonyme du Livre des degrf!s.26 

L'etude des semitismes conserves dans Ie texte copte de I' Evangile 
selon Thomas conduit donc a d'importantes conclusions. Elle montre, 
d'une part, les liens etroits qui existent entre cet ouvrage et les milieux 
de langue syriaque et donne a penser qu'il a du avoir anterieurement 
une redaction en cette langue. D'autre part, certains d'entre eux 
permettent, semble-t-il, de remonter au-dela et d'entrevoir, particuliere-

syrischen Monchtums, dans Studia Anselmiana 38, 1956, 254-267; A. V66bus, History 
of Asceticism in the Syrian Orient, I (CSCO 184), Louvain 1958, 62-108. 

25 cr. A. Guillaumont, Monachisme et ethique judeo-chretienne, dans RSR 60, 1972, 
199-218. 

26 Les textes sont cites et etudies dans A. Guillaumont, Nll<HEUE1V n'>v K6cr~ov 
(P. Oxy. 1, verso, 1. 5-6), dans BIFAO LXI, 1962, 15-23. G. Quispel a specialement 
etudie les rapports que presente I'Evangile selon Thomas avec les ecrits, d'origine 
mesopotamienne, transmis so us Ie nom de Macaire, dans plusieurs articles et notam
ment dans son livre Makarius, das Thomasevangelium und das Lied von der Perle, Leiden 
1967. 
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ment pour les logia qui ont des paralleIes synoptiques, un substrat 
arameen qu'ils auraient en commun avec ces derniers. S'il en est bien 
ainsi, l'Evangile selon Thomas revet un interet de premier ordre, non 
seulement en contribuant a etayer la these, deja solidement etablie, 
d'un substrat arameen des logia evangeliques, mais aussi en fournissant 
quelques nouveaux elements pour la restitution de ce substrat. 



POINTES ANTIGNOSTIQUES D'ORIGENE: 

LE QUESTIONNEMENT IMPIE DES ECRITURES 

MARGUERITE HARL 
(Paris) 

Dans l'histoire de la polemique que les «orthodoxes» ont menee 
contre l'exegese des gnostiques, Origene n'est pas un temoin aussi direct 
qu'Irenee de Lyon ou Clement d'Alexandrie : malgre l'interet qu'il prit 
a refuter l'interpretation de l'Evangile de Jean donnee par Heracieon, 
les reproches qu'il adresse 9a et la dans son reuvre a la lecture gnostique 
des Ecritures ne font guere que reprendre, souvent sur un ton assourdi, 
des motifs plus precisement illustres par ses devanciers. S'il est vrai que la 
polemique contre la «mauvaise interpretation» (1tUP£KbOXi]) des here
tiques tient une place importante dans ses exposes methodologiques 
et joue un role pour l'elaboration de sa propre theorie hermeneutique, 
cette polemique est cependant assez peu originale: elle est surtout 
l'heritiere d'argumentations anterieures, nees dans Ie vif des controverses, 
au cours de la seconde moitie du Heme siecie. La consequence de ce 
caractere «heritb> de la polemique d'Origene est que, Ie plus souvent, 
les arguments sont presents dans ses textes seulement sous forme 
d'allusions, de rapides reprises de termes utilises avant lui pour critiquer 
les adversaires, termes dont la pointe antignostique echappe a une 
premiere lecture. Sans doute, dans Ie traite d'hermeneutique qu'Origene 
jugea necessaire d'adjoindre a son Traite des principes, s'en prend-il 
explicitement aux membres des «heresies», amalgamant sous ce nom 
indistinctement les diverses ecoles gnostiques et les marcionites. 1 Mais 
dans ses autres ouvrages, au cours de son exegese, ses attaques sont 
plus breves et de caractere allusif. J'ai donne naguere l'exemple du mot 
lmoe£cnC; par lequel Origene reprend au detour d'une phrase, sans 

I Traitt! des principes IV,8 (= Philocalie ch. I; 15,4-23 Robinson, The Philocalia of 
Origen, Cambridge 1893), oi altO ,rov uiptcn:wv. Dans tout ce qui suit j'emploie Ie mot 
«gnostiques» (ou «heretiques») dans ce sens large origenien. Voir la traduction franc;aise 
du Traitt! des principes par M. Harl, G. Dorival, A. Ie Boulluec, Paris, Etudes Augusti
niennes, 1976, 217 s. et note, 129. 
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insister, la critique formulee longuement par Irenee contre les «fables» 
gnostiques. 2 Je signalais, it propos de ce mot, qu'en renvoyant les 
heretiques it leurs recits mythiques Origene leur donnait Ie conseil 
ironique de mettre leur esprit «au repos», au lieu de poursuivre une 
quete inopportune et impie en presence des apories du texte biblique. 3 

Je voudrais ici reprendre ce theme pour lui-meme, voir comment en 
d'autres textes on trouve pareillement Ie reproche adresse aux gnostiques 
d'exercer sur les Ecritures un travail de discussion excess if et inutile, 
et mettre en relief quelques expressions de ce grief. 

Le theme ne do it pas etonner : Origene peut avec logique reprocher 
aux e"iegetes gnostiques de ne pas savoir arreter leur questionnement 
des textes, puisque sa propre theorie hermeneutique tient compte de 
I'obscurite des textes bibliques (leur acraq>£w), affirme la presence en 
eux de passages absurdes et incomprehensibles, et pose comme regie que 
Ie lecteur croyant en I'inspiration divine de la Bible doit parfois arreter 
sa recherche pour «attendre» ce que lui reveIera peut-etre Ie Logos 
illuminateur.4 L'acharnement exegetique d'Origene n'est pas radical: 
il accepte avec foi que Ie texte biblique garde parfois son opacite et 
resiste it son effort de comprehension. 

Les deux exemples qui vont etre presentes ici sont tous deux empruntes 
aux extraits de l'reuvre exegetique d'Origene qui nous sont parvenus 
dans leur original grec grace it la Philocalie. 

Le premier exemple est fourni par un extrait du Commentaire 
d'Origene sur Ie prophete Ezechiel (Philocalie, ch. 11).5 Origene prend 
I'occasion d'un passage du texte biblique (Ez. 34,17-19) pour critiquer 
1 'attitude des heretiques it 1 'egard des Ecritures divines. Selon Ie prophete, 
Ie Seigneur adresse de vifs reproches aux mauvais troupeaux qui 

2 Les 'mythes' vafentiniens de fa creation et de l'eschatologie dans Ie langage d'Origene : 
Ie mot hypothesis, in The Rediscovery oj Gnosticism ed. by Bentley Layton (SHR), 
1980, 1,415-423. 

3 Sur les speculations gnostiques autour du theme du repos, voir P. Vielhauer, 
«ANAPAUSIS. Zum gnostischen Hintergrund des Thomasevangelium», in AuJsiitze zum 
Neuen Testament (= Theologische Biicherei 31), Munich 1965,215-234. 

4 Fragment du Commentaire sur Ie Psaume 50 (= Philocalie, ch. I, 29); 35, lOs. 
Robinson: il s'agit du comportement apparemment scandaleux de David a \'egard 
d'Urie. Au lieu d'accuser Dieu avec irreflexion comme Ie font les heterodoxes, il est 
plus silr d'attendre ... , a(J(paAi;~ ... to 1tEPlIlEVElV t1'!v tplll]vEiav tOU aaq>l]vuHOU "-DyOU. 

s 60-61 Robinson. 
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«pietinent» Ie piiturage dont ils ne veulent pas et «troublent» l'eau 
qu'ils ne boivent pas. Pour Origene, Ie piiturage et i'eau figurent 
«enigmatiquement» (uivicr(Yf:'tat) les Ecritures et les reproches du 
Seigneur s'appliquent aux heretiques. Le pietinement et Ie trouble causes 
par les mauvais troupeaux (les deux verbes employes par la Septante 
sont Kumrru't£lV et mpucrcrElV) representent Ie tort que les heretiques 
font aux Ecritures. Origene suit Ie texte biblique de pres et distingue 
un double aspect du mauvais comportement a i'egard du piiturage 
et de l'eau bibliques: «certains retiennent une partie seulement des 
textes ecrits, ceux qu'ils jugent utiles, tandis qu'ils en rejettent d'autres, 
qui ne seraient pas salutaires : ces gens sont ceux qui ont d'abord fait 
piiture de la belle portion de piiture qu'ils ont choisie, qui ont bu 
la partie calme de l'eau qu'ils ont jugee bonne, et ont ensuite foule 
aux pieds Ie reste de la piiture et ont trouble de leurs pieds Ie reste de 
i'eau».6 La faute est donc double: d'une part les heretiques operent un 
tri parmi les textes sacres, retenant ce qu'ils jugent bon, rejetant Ie 
reste (i:YKpivElV, UrrO()OKlJlUSElV); d'autre part ils pietinent et troublent 
les parties dont ils ne veulent pas. 

La premiere critique est pr6cisee par Origene: certains, dit-il, 
retiennent Ie Nouveau Testament mais rejettent l'Ancien, ou bien, dans 
l'Ancien Testament, ils attribuent certaines parties a la puissance divine 
«la plus haute» (uv(lnu'tw), tandis qu'ils rattachent les autres parties 
a une puissance «inferieure» (tl1tO()EEcr'tEpU).7 On reconnait les accusa
tions traditionnellement portees contre Ie travail des marcionites. A 
cette premiere faute des heretiques, Origene oppose la regIe sans cesse 
repetee dans son reuvre: comme Ie suggere Ie texte prophetique, les 
« bons troupeaux» du Seigneur doivent faire leur piiture de tous les 
piiturages, ils doivent boire toute l'eau des Ecritures, meme des parties 
pietinees et troubles par les autres. Tel est Ie sens qu'Origene donne au 
verset 19 d'Ezechiel. Le Seigneur a dit «Et mes troupeaux faisaient 
piiture de ce que vos pieds avaient pietine, et ils buvaient l'eau que 

6 60,22-27 Robinson: ... nVEC; nvu IlEV 'trov YEYPUIlIlEVOlV EYKp(VOUO'!v mC; m<pEA1Ilu, 
nvu Iii; a1tolioKlIlU~OU(nv mC; ou O'Ol'tllPlU ... Dans la suite du eommentaire Origene 
distingue dans I"Aneien Testament ee qui est «piiture» (Ies prophetes) et ee qui est 
«eau» (la loi) et, dans Ie Nouveau Testament, ee qui est «piiture» (les Evangiles) et ee 
qui est «eau» (les eerits apostoliques): 61, 22-3\. 

7 Dans la suite de eet extrait, Origene reeommande de ne pas faire la meme 
selection dans les Evangiles et dans les ecrits apostoliques: 61,24-28. 
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vos pieds avaient troubU:e» : ce n'est pas, pour Origene, une remarque 
d'indignation de la part du Seigneur et un reproche a l'egard des 
mauvais troupeaux; c'est plutot l'indication d'une regIe a suivre. II 
glose en effet ce verset en disant : «nous qui voulons etre les troupeaux 
du Berger, ne refusons d'aucune fa~on de faire pature meme des 
parties qui ... ont ete pietinees ... ; ne nous detournons pas ... de boire 
meme l'eau que leurs pieds ont troublee», ~TJ8€1to'tE <PEUY(o~EV VE~TJefj
Vat Kat 'ta ... , ~t) a1to'tpE1tffi~Eea ... 1tiVEtV Kat 'to ... 8 Et l'extrait 
se termine sur cette injonction : ne pietinons pas la pature prophetique, 
ne troublons pas l'eau de la loi; faisons pature de tout Ie paturage 
evangelique, buvons toute l'eau apostolique. La pointe du texte prophe
tique est ainsi degagee : Ie tort principal de ces mauvais troupeaux que 
sont les gnostiques est d'operer un tri parmi tous les textes des Ecritures. 

Le second aspect des reproches adresses aux gnostiques merite de 
retenir l'attention : Origene donne la raison pour laquelle ces mauvais 
lecteurs «pietinent» et «troublent» les parties des Ecritures dont ils 
ne veulent pas: c'est que, lorsqu'ils se trouvent en presence de textes appa
remment absurdes, ils ne sont pas capables d'en faire leur pature et ils 
troublent l'eau pure des textes par leurs querelles impies. Deux expres
sions sont ici notables. L'une est celIe qui nomme «l'absurdite» de 
certains passages bibliques, l'autre celIe qui denonce <des querelles 
impies» faites aux textes. 

On sait qu'Origene dispose d'un vocabulaire important pour recon
naitre dans les Ecritures des passages obscurs, difficiles a comprendre, 
incomprehensibles, contradictoires. 9 lei il emploie Ie verbe a1tE~<paiv(O 
et Ie nom a1tE~<pacrt~ qui ne sont pas d'un usage courant. Le pietine
ment des Ecritures, dit-il, s'exerce sur les parties qui «par elles-memes, 
prises a la lettre, sont invraisemblables», 'ta au'tOeEV ocrov e1tt 't(9 PTJ't(9 
a1tE~<paivov'tU, qui forment «l'invraisemblance du texte litteral», tl 
a1tE~<pacrt~ 'tfj~ A€~E(o~. Le verbe a1tE~<paiv(O et Ie nom a1t€~<pacrt~ 
ne semblent pas avoir ete employes avant Origene dans la polemique 

8 61,10-18. 
9 Le terme Ie plus general est celui d'ucru<p£tU, souvent precise par les mots de 

Proverbes 1,6 qui enumerent les tours enigmatiques. Les passages «impossibles» 
(u/iUvu'tu) ou «absurdes» (u1t£Il<Puivov'tu) doivent etre distingues de 1a question du 
«desaccord» des evangelistes entre eux, des «contradictions» des textes bibliques 
(otalpWviu, ucrull<Proviu, i:vuvno'tT]<;). 
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antignostique. Ce sont des mots qui apparaissent tardivement dans 
la langue grecque, pour renvoyer a ce qui est prive de vraisemblance, 
incongru, absurde. lo D'apn!s Ie temoignage de Sextus Empiricus, ces 
mots avaient re<;u un emploi technique dans la philo sophie «proba
biliste» de Carneade et de la Nouvelle Academie: ces philosophes 
opposaient au concept stoicien de «representation comprehensive» 
(q>av"tacria Ka"taAT]1tnKij), et au dogmatisme, la distinction de deux 
sortes de perception: celie qui est «credible» (1tleav6~), qu'ils appelaient 
€Ilq>acrt~, et celie qui est «incredible» (a1ti9avo~) qu'ils nommaient 
a1ttllq>acrt~. II Origime n'est sans doute pas Ie premier a avoir utilise 
ce vocabulaire a propos des textes bibliques. II n'est pas impossible 
que les gnostiques eux-memes s'en soient servis pour denoncer dans 
les Ecritures ce qui n'avait pas de credibilite et qu'ils proposaient de 
rejeter comme ne pouvant convenir au Dieu veritable. Plus vraisem
blablement, ce langage viendrait des theoriciens pai:ens de la methode 
allegorique, puisque ceux-ci, comme l'a bien montre J. Pepin, ont fait 
de I'absurdite des mythes Ie signe indiquant la necessite de passer a 
I'interpretation allegorique.12 J. Pepin, il est vrai, ne rei eve I'emploi 
du mot "to am'llq>aivov que chez I'Empereur Julien (Pour Origene, 
J. Pepin cite des textes qui utilisent aAoyo~, a()6va"to~, a1ti9avo~).13 
Mais on trouve plusieurs fois Ie verbe et Ie mot, avant l'Empereur 
Julien, dans Ie Contre Celse d'Origene: on est en droit de penser, 
me semble-t-il, qu'ils viennent de la controverse qui opposait, au 
moins depuis Celse, pai:ens et chretiens sur la legitimite de I'allegorie: 
ce que les Grecs pratiquent pour les «absurdites» des mythes d'Homere, 
Origene Ie reclame pour les recits bibliques. Le theme de I'absurdite 
signe de I'allegorie est commun aux deux theories de l'allegorie, celie 
qui va de Celse, a Porphyre, a Sallustius, a Jamblique et a l'Empereur 
Julien, et celie d'Origene. L'Empereur Julien ecrit, pour les mythes grecs, 
que «I'absurdite meme des mythes est une voie qui conduit a la 

10 References donnees par les dictionnaires it Polybe, Strabon, et it des gram
mairiens. 

11 Sextus Empiricus, Adversus Mathematicos VII (= Adv. Dogm. I), 169 (= SVF II, 
119) et Ie texte parallele en Hyp. Pyrrh. I, 227. 

12 1. Pepin, A propos de l'histoire de l'exegese altegorique: l'absurdite, signe de 
l'altegorie, in Studia Patristica I (TV 63), 1957, 395-413. 

13 1. Pepin ne releve pas I'emploi d'(17tEIlCPa(vOO-cmtIlCPacrt<; chez Origene, mais il 
en existe une bonne demi-douzaine d'exemples. 
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verite» 14: Origtme ne pense pas autrement pour la Bible, dans la 
mesure ou celle-ci pratique egalement un langage «crypte». En presence 
des passages qui, pris a la lettre, sont invraisemblables, Ie tort des 
heretiques est de ne pas savoir, ou de ne pas vouloir, les interpreter 
et donc, de les rejeter. Origene donne 9a et la des exemples de 
passages bibliques absurdes: ainsi, l'histoire de Lot et de ses filles, 
ou celle de l'holocauste de la fille de Jephte; d'une fa90n plus generale, 
ce sont les anthropomorphismes concernant Dieu qui peuvent etre 
juges incongrus et necessitent un traitement allegorique. 15 Encore une 
fois, pour Origene, les exegetes gnostiques rejoignent les litteralistes: 
s'ils rejettent les textes, c'est qu'ils se sont arretes a l'apparence de 
«la lettre». 

Mais ces «mauvais troupeaux» ne se bornent pas a delaisser une 
partie du paturage: ils «pietinent» ce dont ils ne veulent pas. Origene 
donne une explication a cette autre faute qui consiste a gacher les 
parties de l'Ecriture rejetees: les gnostiques ont «mele au sens pur 
des Ecritures des querelles impies», a.vUllt~aV't(j)v .0 Ku9up0 Mycp 
.ii~ ypu<pii~ 8ucr<pilllou~ E1tU1tOP"cr€t~. Le mot E1tu1t6pT]crt~ n'est pas, 
de lui-meme, pejoratif. Origene lui aussi, en presence des difficultes 
du texte biblique, pose des questions, souleve des objections, indique 
des apories, ce qui est Ie sens pro pre du verbe E1tu1top€iv et du nom 
correspondant. 16 Mais ce questionnement des textes obeit pour lui 
a des regles qui imposent des limites, dans Ie respect d'ecrits qu'il a 
re9us comme divinement inspires, sans rien en eux qui soit inutile. 
II y a une bonne fa90n de discuter les textes, en conformite avec la 

14 Cite par J. Pepin, op. cit., 109: Discours V/I contre Ie cynique Heraclius, 217 C. 
Trois autres exemples de to o.1tEI.l<puivov dans ce discours et un autre exemple dans 
Ie Discours V sur la Mere des dieux, en 170 AC. 

15 L'episode de Lot est cite dans Ie Contre Celse IV, 45, celui de la fille de Jephte 
dans Ie Commentaire sur I'Evangile de Jean, en VI, 280. Pour les anthropomorphismes 
«absurdes» (colere, repentir, courroux, sommeil de Dieu), voir Homelie sur Jeremie 
XX, I, avec la formulation de la regIe: 1tuvtU to. o.VUYEYPUlllltvu m;pi tOU aEQU, KaV 
o.1tEIlIPuivovtu UUtOaEV 1], XPll {i~lU voiicrat EiVat awu o.yuaou (ce titre de Dieu, Dieu 
«bon», par opposition au titre de «juste», est une pointe antignostique). Voir encore 
I'exemple d'absurdite du figuier en Marc 11,12-14 selon Ie Commentaire sur I'Evangile 
de Matthieu XVI, 29; 571 Klostermann. 

16 A titre d'exemple, voir J'E1tU1t0PTJIlU qU'Origene pose aux gnostiques a propos 
du couple «Verbe et Vie», en Commentaire sur I'Evangile de Jean 11,156, et I'E1tU1tOPTJO'l~ 
a propos de Jean 1,3, ibid., II, 79. 
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piete, et une mauvaise fa~on, celle des gnostiques, qui depassent les 
bornes. 17 Soulever des objections contre un texte, parce qu'il est en 
contradiction avec un autre texte, ou absurde en lui-meme, ou «im
possible», est legitime si, apn!s avoir constate I'impossibilite de resoudre 
I'aporie, on accepte cependant Ie texte. Origene respecte les parties 
obscures de I'Ecriture, les gardant dans sa lecture, meme s'il ne les 
comprend pas. La faute des gnostiques est de ne pas avoir cette 
attitude globale de «foi» en l'inspiration divine de toutes les Ecritures 
jusqu'en leurs moindres parties,jusque dans leurs apparentes absurdites. 
Un mot designe cette faute it la fin de ce commentaire d'Ezechiel: 
c'est l'absence de foi, 1'(l7tHHia, «qui provoque Ie trouble chez ceux 
qui ne savent pas comprendre». Cette accusation rejoint une argumen
tation importante d'Origene, deux fois longuement expo see dans d'autres 
extra its de la Philocalie et que I'on peut resumer ainsi: de meme que 
celui qui accepte I'idee d'une providence universelle ne se met pas it 
douter de cette providence lorsqu'il est en presence d'evenements 
apparemment incomprehensibles, de meme Ie lecteur des Ecritures 
ne doit pas abandonner sa «foi» dans leur inspiration divine lorsqu'il 
est en presence de passages apparemment prives de sens. 18 L'accep
tation «une fois pour toutes» ({i1ta~) de I'action providentielle ou 
de I'inspiration biblique est un acte de foi qui ne supporte aucune 
derogation. Prolonger les mises en doute du texte, les E1ta1tOpiJO'ct~, 

est contraire a la piete, c'est ()UO'(PTHlO~. Les gnostiques font aux textes 
bibliques «apparemment absurdes» de trop longues querelles. Leurs 
mises en doute «troublent» I'eau des Ecritures pour les simples lecteurs, 
qui, comme Ie dit plus d'une fois Origene, sont desorientes (<>uO'(J)1tctO'
eat) et risquent de se detourner de ces passages, alors qu'ils ont 
besoin de trouver dans la totalite des textes bibliques «Ia belle pature» 

17 Celse est accuse de ne pas savoir «poser a I'Ecriture des questions sensees», 
Ippovij.UO~ E1tu1topficrUl tij ypulpij: Contre Celse 11,32; 159,12 Koetschau, Dans sa 
reponse a Africanus, Origene ecrit: tes questions (E1tU1t0PTJJlUtu) (qui mettent en doute 
la canonicite de l'histoire de Suzanne) me semblent formulees sans respect (acr€JlVOtEPOV) 
et ne pas s'en tenir a la piete qui te convient (Lettre d Africanus Ill. 

18 Fragment du Commentaire sur Ie Psaume I, § 4 (= Philoca/ie ch. 2); 39, 5-24 
Robinson, et TraiN! des principes IV, 7 (= Philoca/ie ch. I); 13, 3-22 Robinson (notre 
traduction fram;aise, citee dans la note 1,215-216). 
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et «l'eau calme», KUArl VOJ..lT] , KU9c(J'tTJK6~ u&op, que Ie Seigneur 
leur propose. 19 

En reprochant aux heretiques les mauvaises querelles qu'ils font aux 
textes bibliques, Origene reprend une accusation deja nettement formu
lee par Clement d'Alexandrie qui, apres Irenee, assimilait les gnostiques 
a de nouveaux sophistes, a des eristiques, a des dialecticiens incapables 
d'arreter leurs discussions sur les textes. Le debut de son VIIIeme 
Stromate est a ce sujet particulierement explicite: la recherche est 
definie comme ce qui doit se faire «en vue de la decouverte», cupEac(O~ 
XaptV, bti 'to Otcpwvua9at, ce que savaient Ies philosophes de l'Anti
quite ainsi que la tradition biblique et chretienne. 20 Le tort des «nou
veaux philosophes» Cia Nouvelle Academie, les sceptiques, et Ies gnosti
ques qui leur sont assimiles, sembIe-t-il) est de pratiquer une recherche 
qui n'a pas de fin, qui est «inutile» (aXPTJa'to~).21 Celui qui aime Ia 
verite, dit Clement, est «pacifique», dPTJVtK6~, et non pas «fauteur 
de trouble», 'tupuxroOTJ~. S'il n'est pas possible de trouver sans avoir 
cherche, il est egalement impossible de ne pas trouver lorsque I'on 
a cherche. Le terme de la recherche est Ie repos.22 

Comme Clement, Origene oppose, dans un autre texte transmis par la 
Philocalie, Ie «pacifique» a I'amateur de troubles: commentant Ie ver
set de Matthieu 5,9 (<<Heureux les pacifiques»), il montre qu'est veri
tablement «pacifique» celui qui sait resoudre les apparentes contradic
tions des Ecritures en une «symphonie» de la divine musique. Et il s'en 
prend a ceux qui ne savent pas entendre l'harmonie unissant «anciennes 
et nouvelles ecritures», «Ioi et prophetes», «Evangiles et ecrits apos-

19 Fin de l'extrait sur Ezechiel; 61,22-33 Robinson. L'eau «calme» (Ku8EcrtT]KO';, 
selon Ie terme de la Septante) reste telle pour les croyants, meme apres les troubles 
apportes par les heretiques. Elle est «calme», dit Origene, «pour autant qu'il est en 
notre pouvoir», ocrov i\(j) "~iv. 

20 Stromates VIII, I, I. Toute cette page merite d'etre relue. 
21 Ibid. Le logion de Matthieu 7,7, dont no us allons parler, est cite comme 

l'exemple d'un encouragement scripturaire a «trouver». 
22 Cette page du VIlle Stromate (GCS 172 , Stiihlin-Friichtel-Treu, 1970, 80-81) 

a ete consideree par certains critiques comme donnant les materiaux qui se trouvent 
ailleurs dans les Stromates (V, 12,2 et V, 17,2). Cette these vient d'etre combattue par 
P. Nautin, la fin des Stromates et les hypotyposes de Clement d'Alexandrie, in VC 
30, 1976, 268-302, en particulier 273-277. On lira prochainement dans la Collection 
des Sources Chretiennes la traduction et les notes de commentaire d'A. Le Boulluec 
sur ces pages du Verne Stromate. Pour Ie «repos» au terme de la recherche, voir 
Le Pedagogue I, 29, 3; 107, 23-26 Stiihlin, et les textes cites infra n. 29 et 32. 
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toliques».23 Les gnostiques sont ici aussi vises. Ne pas etre «pacifique» 
en lisant les Ecritures, c'est encore une fois provoquer du trouble. 
Les oucrCPTH.lOl l:7ta1tOpiJcr€l~ des gnostiques n'ont pas seulement pour 
resultat de jeter Ie doute sur les passages apparemment absurdes, de 
les discrediter; elles apportent encore ce qui se mele a l'eau pure des 
textes pour la troubler: ces elucubrations que les heretiques ajoutent 
aux textes bibliques, en batissant leurs fables insensees a partir d'obscures 
donnees scripturaires. Un exces de questionnements (les mises en doute 
du texte) peut aboutir a un rejet du texte ou, inversement, a un exces 
d'interpretation du texte. L'eau «calme» est agitee, troublee. Le 
paturage est pie tine. Trop de questions ont ete posees au texte, sans 
fin, sans resultat «utile». 

La formule qui se lit chez Clement d'Alexandrie au debut du VIlle 
Stromate, a savoir que la recherche doit se faire« en vue de la decouverte », 
no us introduit a un second theme poemique, dont il me semble entendre 
l'echo dans un autre texte d'Origene. On sait, notamment depuis l'etude 
du P. Orbe, qu'une controverse s'etait elevee a la fin du second siecle 
autour du logion de Matthieu 7,7 rapportant Ie conseil de Jesus: 
«demandez et l'on vous donnera; cherchez et vous trouverez; frappez 
et l'on vous ouvrira ». 24 Les gnostiques sont abuse de la formule 
«cherchez et vous trouverez»; en insistant sur Ie verbe «cherchez», 
ils ont voulu faire dire au texte: «cherchez» au dela du Demiurge 
et vous« trouverez» Ie vrai Dieu. Les temoignages de Tertullien, d'Irenee, 
de Clement ont ete etudies par Ie P. OrM qui, apres avoir examine 
les textes ou Origene utilise Ie logion pour son propre usage, - ce 
qui est frequent,25 conclut qu'Origene semble ignorer son emploi par 
les Valentiniens. Cet effacement d'un point de controverse ne serait pas 
surprenant, comme nous l'avons dit au debut de cette etude. II me 
semble toutefois que je peux en lire une trace, a peine perceptible 
il est vrai, dans un fragment d'une Homelie sur Jeremie. 26 Le contexte 

23 Fragment du Commentaire sur Matthieu (= Philocalie ch. 6), 1,49,9·14 Robinson. 
24 A. Orbe, Parabolas evanglHicas en San Ireneo, I, Madrid 1972, 34·74. 
25 Traite des principes 11,9,4; Commentaire sur I'Evangile de Jean X, 131; Contre 

Celse VI,7 (in fine); Fragment sur Matthieu 7,7; Lettre Ii Gregoire 4 (= Philocalie 
ch. 13; 67,7·15 Robinson), etc ... 

26 Philocalie ch. I, 28; 33 Robinson. 
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exegetique de ce morceau ne nous est pas connu car les anthologistes 
ont isole, pour les citer, les seules remarques methodologiques. Origene 
prone la prudence en matiere d'exegese, critiquant la precipitation 
audacieuse des interpretes gnostiques qui se mettent it la recherche 
du sens de fa<;on trop temeraire, 1tpom:'tt<J1:EPOV, sans reconnaitre Ie 
caractere «secret», U1tOPPTJ'tOv, de la Sagesse et du Verbe de Dieu 
dans les Ecritures. Origene leur oppose la regIe donnee dans Ie livre 
de l' Ecc!biaste, en 5, 1, «ne te hate pas de proferer une parole, etc ... », 
et il enonce rapidement la bonne methode exegetique: it cause du 
caractere «secret» de la Sagesse et du Verbe de Dieu dans les Ecritures, 
c'est «en se conformant au Verbe-Dieu et it la Sagesse qui est aupres 
de lui qu'il faut d la fOis chercher et trouver (Ie sens des textes)>>, ... 
Kat ~TJ'tTJ'ttov Kat EUPE'ttoV.27 Le rapprochement souligne entre les 
deux verbes «chercher» et «trouver» nous fait penser au logion de 
Matthieu 7,7. N'y aurait-il pas ici une allusion it ce logion, «cherchez 
et vous trouverez»? Sans do ute la pointe du texte est-elle qu'il faut 
chercher Ie sens des textes «en conformite» avec leur origine divine. 
Mais cela ne peut-il s'appliquer it la fois au mode de la recherche et, 
tout autant, au mode de la decouverte? Origene n'insiste-t-il pas sur 
Ie lien des deux operations? Si Ie mode de Ia recherche est de se conformer 
au dessein divin qui inspira Ies textes, Ie mode de Ia decouverte I'est 
egalement: on trouvera (ou l'on ne trouvera pas) Ie sens des textes selon 
que Ie Verbe et Ia Sagesse ont fait que tel passage de l'Ecriture est 
clair ou ne I'est pas. La regIe de toute exegese, it Ia fois recherche et 
decouverte, est de se conformer it l'esprit des textes. La recherche n'est 
pas seule en jeu. La decouverte lui est necessairement associee. 

L'idee que la recherche doit connaitre un terme, - decouverte du 
sens ou arret en attente de 1 'illumination , dans la foi -, s'exprimait dans 
Ie premier texte rappele ci-dessus par I'image du repos: que les hereti
ques, disait Origene, lorsqu'ils ne peuvent resoudre Ies apories d'un 
texte biblique, persuadent leur conscience de «se mettre au repos», 
uva1tE1taucr9at. 28 La grande metaphore du texte d'Ezechiel evoquait 
egalement Ie repos que les troupeaux du Seigneur trouvent dans Ie 
paturage : «je Ies ferai paitre dans un bon paturage ( ... ); lit iis se repose-

27 p. 33, 21. Plus pn':cisement, Origene dit que les mauvais interpretes ignorent 
qu'il fa ut etc ... 

28 Fragment du Commentaire sur Ie Psaume I (= Philocalie ch. 2); 40,8-14 Robinson. 
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ront dans un bon del ice ( ... ); je ferai paitre mes troupeaux et je les 
ferai reposer. .. » (Ez. 34, 14-15: ... KUt EKEt UVU1tUOcrOv-rUl EV 'Lpucpij 
uyu9ij ... , KUt EYro UVU1tuocrro m'ml). Tout naturellement Origene associe 
ces images bibliques au theme d'une recherche qui doit mettre un 
terme a son questionnement pour trouver «Ie repos». L'idee et Ie 
vocabulaire d'un repos archetypal (I'Eden) ou eschatologique sont 
traditionnels chez les chretiens (comme chez les gnostiques). A titre 
d'exemple citons la phrase par laquelle Justin presentait Ie terme de 
sa longue quete de la verite: il s'attache de fa90n indefectible aux 
paroles du Seigneur et cela est desormais pour lui «un tres agreable 
repos» (Dialogue avec Tryphon 8,2: UVU1tuucrt<; 1l8icr'tll). Les mentions 
du «repos» au terme de la recherche sont frequentes, elles sont dans la 
ligne de la philosophie grecque la plus classique, celle qui voit un 
lien entre «savoir» et «se tenir arrete », entre E1tlcr'LTJllll et cr'Li;VUl. 29 

On retrouve ce lien, parfois en reference avec Ie repos sabbatique, 
par exemple chez Clement d'Alexandrie, qui rappelle surtout Ie my the 
du Phedre: les ames s'arretent sur la voute fixe (U1tAUVTJ~), pour voir 
la plaine de verite, qui est Ie lieu du repos.30 Cette tradition philo
sophique oppose Ie repos a l'errance et a l'agitation de la recherche: 
les termes comme cr'Lum~, 1lPElliu, uvu1tuum~, E1tlcr'LTJllll, 1ticrn~, 31 

s'opposent aux mots du type 1tAUVll, cruAO~, 1tOAlJ1tPUYIlocrovll, ainsi 
qu'aux 86crCPllllOl E1tU1tOPTJcrEl~ dont nous avons parle. A la suite de 
Philon d'Alexandrie, Clement avait vu dans l'histoire de Cain l'illu
stration de ce contraste: Cain a quitte l'Eden, lieu du repos et de la 
'LplJCPTJ, pour une ville qui est «a l'oppose d'Eden» et porte un nom 
symbolique, Naid, qui signifie «agitation», cruAO~. Cain est la figure 
de I'eristique, de l'insense qui ne s'arrete a aucune doctrine, mais 
cherche toujours en s'agitant, dnO'LE UAAOiu 80~uL;rov. 32 On peut dire 

29 Aristote, Physique VII, 247b, 
30 Clement d'Alexandrie, Str. V, 106 (I'ogdoade, sphere des fixes, plaine de la 

verite, lieu de repos); VI, 121; VII, 57, I; Eclogae propheticae 56-57, etc ... Mcme theme 
chez Plotin, Ennt!ades 1,3,4. 

31 Les lecteurs de la Bible tirent des considerations analogues de lieux scripturaires 
(dans la Septante) oil est employee une forme du verbe iO'nu.ll, par exemple lorsque 
Ie Seigneur demande a I'un des siens de «se tenir» aupres de lui (Deuteronome 5, 31 : 
O'Tfj!h /lEt E/loi»). 

32 Str. II, 51-52 (la source est: Philon, De posteritate Caini 22-32, en particulier 27). 
Theme egalement repris par Didyme d'Alexandrie, Commentaire sur fa Genese, Pap. 136, 
ed. Doutreleau (Sources Chretiennes 233) I, 315. 
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au contraire du veritable gnostique, Ie chretien selon Clement, qu'il 
est «fixe dans la foi», 1t€1tTJY€V 'tlJ 1tia't€l 6 yvwanKo<;.33 

Les passages de polemique antignostique d'Origene, malgre leur 
caractere seulement allusif, meritent d'etre mis en relief. Sans doute 
ne nous apportent-ils pas grand chose sur l'exgese gnostique elle-meme. 
En revanche ils nous apprennent qu'Origene situait la definition de 
sa prapre methode par rapport aux deviations des gnostiques, sous la 
pression de leurs objections qui etaient probablement encore vivantes 
a son epoque. Puisque les gnostiques ont particulierement butte sur les 
«absurdites» du texte biblique, puisqu'ils ont gache de leurs «querelles 
impies» ces parties du texte sacre et risquent d'induire en erreur les 
lecteurs chretiens, Origene a repondu en affirmant sa propre theorie. 
Les prises a partie polemiques, heritees de ses devanciers, lui servent 
d'occasions, sinon de pretextes, pour justifier ses positions, pour leur 
donner plus de poids. En denon~ant les dangers que Ie traitement 
«heretique» faisait courir aux Ecritures (Ies gnostiques ont jete Ie 
discredit sur les passages qui, d'eux-memes, ne donnent pas un sens 
«utile au salut»), il a justifie sa theorie de I'obscurite deliberee des 
Ecriture (Ie dessein de I'Esprit est qU'elles comportent des passages 
«impossibles» a Ia lettre ou« absurdes») 34 et sa methode d'interpretation 
allegorique. 11 reconnait aussi bien que les gnostiques la presence dans 
les Ecritures de ces passages invraisemblables, mais il en limite Ia 
presence ala seule apparence du texte, aux mots pris «en eux-memes», 
ul>'to8€v, Ius de fa~on isolee, sans qu'ils soient pris dans Ie large 
contexte de toute la Bible. Le rappel des do utes et des rejets operes 
par les gnostiques lui permet de repeter avec force Ie principe essentiel 
de sa propre lecture des textes: rien dans les Ecritures n'est de trap ni 

33 Ibid. 51,3; 140,11 Stahlin. Toute cette page est importante. On notera encore 
la formule: cruyy£vi:<; oi: tqi ",£UO£l J.l£tu~aO"l<; (Kai) EKtpOml Kai U1tOcrtacrl<;, rocr1t£P 
tqi YVOOcrtlKqi TJP£J.lia Kai uvu1tauO"l<; Kai dpi]vll (ibid. 52,4; 141,12-14 Stahlin). 

34 En attendant de fournir (a I'occasion d'une prochaine edition des extraits de 
la Philocalie concernant I'hermeneutique d'Origene) un dossier sur sa theorie de 
«I'obscurite» biblique, citons au moins un exemple ou I'on voit a la fois son acceptation 
de la mise en question des textes obscurs, et son conseil de passer a l'interpretation 
spirituelle: les commandements «impossibles» a la lettre, dit Origene, sont donnes 
a cause de ceux qui ont I'esprit vif et sont doues pour la recherche (EVtP£X£crtEPOU<; 
Kai sl1tlltlKOOtEPOU<;), afin qu'ils s'emploient a la mise a I'epreuve des textes et acquierent 
la solide conviction de la necessite, en de tels cas, de chercher un sens digne de Dieu 
(Traite des principes IV, 16 = Philocalie ch. 1,16; 23,22-26 Robinson). 
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n'a ete ecrit en vain; tout prend un sens, meme ce qui est contraire 
a \a vraisemblance; tout peut donner un sens «digne du Dieu bon », 
a condition que \'on cherche «droitement» (6peffi~ srp:£iv), ou bien 
que \'on sache arreter \a recherche, dans \'humilite de \'incomprehen
sion, en attente d'une Iumiere qui viendra peut-etre un jour dans Ie 
creur. 



AN ANALYSIS OF THE USE OF THE STORY OF THE FLOOD 

IN THE APOCALYPSE OF ADAM 

A. F. J. KLIJN 
(Groningen) 

At a time in which it was hardly acceptable, Professor Quispel 
drew attention to the Jewish influence on Gnosticism. 1 Now he must 
derive tremendous satisfaction from the fact that in this book many 
years later one can speak about this subject without being suspected. 

Judaism was one of the godfathers of Gnosticism. This is generally 
accepted at the moment. But Gnosticism had many godfathers and 
Judaism was a complex religion at the beginning of our era. Thus, it is 
still necessary to review the nature of Jewish influence of Gnosticism. 
Here we would like to do this with the help of the story of the flood. 
This story is present in the Apocalypse of Adam,2 the Apocryphon 
of John, 3 the Gospel of the Egyptians,4 the account of Pseudo Tertullian 

I See G. Quispel, Der gnostische Anthropos und die Judische Tradition, in ErJb 22, 
1953, 195-234, cf. W. C. van Unnik, Gnosis und Judentum, in Gnosis, Festschrift fUr 
H. Jonas, G6ttingen 1978, 65-86; 66: "Quispel gebiihrt die Ehre, es (sci!. das Ver
haltnis von Gnostizismus und Judentum) 1951 zum ersten Male und spater immer 
wieder angeschnitten zu haben". 

2 We used the text of A. B6hlig und Pahor Labib, Koptisch-Gnostische Apokalypsen 
aus Codex V von Nag Hammadi im Koptischen Museum zu Alt-Kairo. Herausgegeben, 
iibersetzt und bearbeitet, in: WZHalle 1963, Sonderband, and the translation of The 
Nag Hammadi Library in English, translated by Members of the Coptic Gnostic Library 
Project of the Institute for Antiquity and Christianity, Leiden 1977: The Apocalypse of 
Adam (V, 5). Introduced and translated by G. W. MacRae edited by D. M. Parrott, 
256-264. 

3 We used Codex II in M. Krause und Pahor Labib, Die drei Versionen des 
Apokryphon des Johanne;, im Koptischen Museum zu Alt-Kairo (ADAIKairo, Koptische 
Reihe, I) Wiesbaden 1962, 109-199. 

4 Nag Hammadi Codices III,2 and IV, 2. The Gospel of the Egyptians (The Holy 
Book of the Great and Invisible Spirit), edited with translation and commentary by 
A. B6hlig and F. Wisse in cooperation with Pahor Labib (NHS, IV), Leiden 1975. 
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of a sect called the Sethians,5 the Hypostasis of the Archons 6 and an 
occasional reference of Irenaeaus to some Gnostic sects. 7 

From these writings we chose the Apocalypse of Adam (AA) as 
our starting point. Here we meet the most extensive and detailed 
use of this story. After we have gone into the particular ideas re
garding the Flood we can easily compare its various constituents 
with the other writings. 

From these writings it appears that the story of the Flood appealed 
to the gnostic mind. First of all, it is a tradition according to which the 
creator god had to acknowledge the failure of his creation. In the 
second place the story in which one family was left upon earth, opened 
the possibility to explain the empirical situation of mankind. On the 
other hand, we shall see that no gnostic system was able to incorporate 
the biblical story without adapting it to its own ideas. This again 
shows that the gnostic subjects the outside tradition to his own ends. 

According to AA the flood is announced by Adam to Seth as part 
of a revelation of the future (67, 14-21). This happens at the moment 
that Adam has finally come under the power of death because of his 
lust for Eve (67, 1-4). Seth himself escaped this fate, since "the glory" 
and "the first gnosis" which left Adam and Eve went into Seth at 
the moment Adam and Eve were separated and became two beings 
(54,20 - 65, 13). Adam received the revelation about the future himself 
from three men after this separation at a time in which he served his 
creator "in fear and slavery" (65,20-21), and he was darkened in his 
heart (55,23). 

The revelation 8 given to Seth is meant for the people of Seth, 

5 See Pseudo-Tertullian, Adversus omnes Haereses 2, ed. A. Kroyman, in CSEL 47, 
Vindobonae-Lipsiae 1906, 218, see also Epiphanius, Panarion, 39. 

6 R. A. Bullard, The Hypostasis of the Archons. The Coptic Text with Translation 
and Commentary (PTS 10), Berlin 1970. 

7 See Irenaeus, Adv. Haer. 1,18,4 (the Valentinians), I 30 10 (the Ophites) and 
1,27,3 (Marcion). We are not going into the Mandaean ideas about the destructions 
by sword, fire and flood, regularly met in their writings. 

8 C. W. Hedrich, The Apocalypse of Adam: A Literary and Source Analysis, in 
The SBL One Hundred and Eighth Annual Meeting Book of Seminar Papers, Friday
Tuesday, 1-5 September 1972, Century Plaza Hotel - Los Angelos, Ca. Lane C. 
McCaughly Editor, vol. II, 581-590, writes on p. 586, that there are divisions in this 
section. The passages 67,22-69,11; 70,1 (?)-71,4; 72,15-73,12 "give a paraphrase 
of the flood narrative from Genesis. Each traditional section is followed by a gnostic 
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i.e. the people of the gnosis. 9 Adam tells him that showers of rain 
will come "after I (sci!. the creator) have completed the times of this 
generation and the years of the generation have been accomplished" 
(67,22-27). This may be an indication that the flood will come after 
Adam's death, but to this is added the remark that it will occur at 
the time when "this generation" has come to an end. Here the word 
generation can have no other meaning than a particular period in the 
history of mankind which will come to an end by a catastrophe. 
This catastrophic flood will be the moment of one of the three "arrivals" 
(nupoucriu 10) of the saviour (76,8-9).11 

The idea that the flood marks the transition from one period to 
another is very important, because as a transition it was determinative 
for the empirical situation in the following period. 12 Certain ideas 
about the empirical world are generally a starting point of gnostic 
systems regarding salvation. Even if these systems show a wide variety 
they all have in common that something in this empirical world can be 
saved. This means that some people do not belong to this world and 
others or part of them are destined to be saved. Therefore, it is necessary 
to show how after the flood a mixed race originated, not quite good 
and not quite bad. Since the story of the flood presupposes a decisive 
act of destruction of the existing world, either by the highest god or 
by the creator, the presence of a mixed race after the flood would 
only be possible when something went wrong, i.e. the destruction 
was not fina!. This is precisely the case in the various writings speaking 
about the flood. The way, however, in which things went wrong is 
different in the gnostic writings. 

In the AA the flood is caused by the creator: "For rain showers 

midrash which explains the therefore unknown story of the great men in relationship 
with the flood"'. 

9 Various words are used. but we chose this one. Further we speak of the "creator 
(god)" and "the highest god". 

10 Cf. The Gospel of the Egyptians III, 63, 4-8 = IV, 74, 17ff. 
11 The passage which follows the remark about the fire (see under) speaks about 

the "third" coming at that moment. This is not clear, since we are supposed to expect 
a second coming at that moment (the first being after the flood). The third has to take 
place at the last judgement. Anyway, this is the course of events in the Gospel of 
the Egyptians. 

12 In AA we meet an apocalyptic schematization, cf. Ph. Perkins, The Apocalypse 
of Adam and the Gospel of the Egyptians, in The SBL ... , 591-599. 
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of God the almighty will be poured forth so that he might destroy 
all flesh of God the almighty, so that he might destroy all flesh 13 

from the earth by means of that (pl.), which is around them, along 
with those from the seed of the men to whom passed the life of the 
knowledge that came from me and Eve ... " (69, 1-17). In this sentence 
we meet a dittography. Usually in the editions the words "of God the 
almighty, so that he might destroy all flesh" after the words "all flesh" 
have been placed between brackets. Since, however, only the words 
"so that he might destroy all flesh" have been repeated, we suggest 
keeping the words "of God almighty" in the text. This passage indicates 
that the almighty God, i.e. the creator wishes to destroy his own 
creation along with the people of the gnosis, who are said here to be 
coming from Eve. Since Noah is a descendent of Adam, he belongs 
to the creator god. This means that, should the creator succeed, only 
one member of his creation would be left. Therefore, the author 
reached out for some way to save the generation of the gnosis people. 
He writes that they will be saved when "great angels will come on 
high clouds, who will bring those men into the place where the spirit 
of life dwells" (69, 19-25). This is a way of saving some of the people 
during the flood which is unknown to the Old Testament, but had to 
be introduced, since the writer had in mind his own ideas about the 
situation on earth. 

A long passage is devoted to the remark that Noah, his sons and 
their wives were saved with the animals and birds to reign "in kingly 
fashion" (71,2) on earth. The creator is assured of a faithful servant. 
Now the author has to create a group of people who can be saved. 
First of all it is said that the people of the gnosis came into the 
neighbourhood of Noah, but their influence is temporary. We read 
that the creator said to Noah: "Why have you departed from what I 
told you? You have created another generation so that you might scorn 
my power" (71, 17-20). They are separated from Noah and to live 

13 The words agree with Gen. 6, 17 according to the Septuagint: Kumq>9Eipul 1tucruv 
crapKu, cf. w.e. van Unnik, Die judische Komponente in der Entstehung der Gnosis, in 
VC 15, 1961, 65-82; 81: "Das, was man an jiidischem Gut begegnet ist durch das 
Medium der griechischen Ubersetzung gegangen". In AA Noah is called Deucalion 
(77, 19) which can be explained from Hellenistic Jewish Sources, cf. J. P. Lewis, A Study 
of the Interpretation of Noah and the Flood in Jewish and Christian Literature, Leiden 
1968, 106-108. 
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in their own land. But the author writes about a second event which 
is of importance for the future of mankind. Noah's sons, Ham, Japheth 
and Shem are mentioned. They are invited by Noah to serve in fear 
and slavery the creator god (72,20-23). The continuation of the story 
is difficult to understand since the text is damaged at the bottom of 
the page. However, it is clear that Noah speaks to one of his sons 
of whose "seed" it is said that it "may not be inclined away from you 
and God the almighty, but it will serve in humility and fear of his 
knowledge" (73,8-12). Then the text continues with the words: "Then 
others from the seed of Ham and Japheth will come ... " (73, 13-15). 
This obviously means that first the generation of Shem is intended. 
It appears that this generation will be especially devoted to the creator 
god. It is clear that the Jews are meant, entirely in agreement with 
Jewish tradition that Shem is praised for his righteousness. 14 In the 
rest of this work his name is not mentioned again. 

About Ham and Japheth it is said that 400.000 of their generation 
are going to live with those who originated from the eternal gnosis 
(73,13-20, cf. 74,8-16); They will obviously be saved. It appears that 
they made their own decision, because they are indicted by the rest 
of the generation of Ham and Japheth because "they have overturned 
all the glory of your power and the domination of your hand" (74,15-16), 
contrary to Noah's son Shem: "For the seed of Noah through his son 
(scil. Shem) has done all your (scil. the creator) will ... " (74, 15-16)Y 

Now again a group of people of the gnosis are present on earth. 
A second attack is launched against them. Fire, brimstone and asphalt 
(75,9-11) were sent to earth, but the people of gnosis were carried away 
to heaven again (75, 17 - 76, 7). In this case the Illuminator plays a part: 
"Once again, for the third time, the Illuminator of knowledge will pass 

14 See Lewis, o.c., 118· 119 and 152-154. See also the second Treatise of the Great Seth 
(VII, 2) 63, 32.64,4: " ... from Adam to Moses and John the Baptist none of them 
knew me nor my brothers. For they had a doctrine of angels to observe dietary laws 
and with slavery ... ". Cf. E. H. Pagels, The Valentinian Claim to Esoteric Exegesis of 
Romans as Basis for anthropological Theory, in VC 26, 1972, 241·258, who argues 
that "Jews" are all those who live in fear for the creator god. 

15 See for the way of salvation in AA L. Schotroff, Animae naturaliter salvandae. 
Zurn Problem der hirnrnlichen Herkunft des Gnostikers, in W. Eltester, Christenturn und 
Gnosis (Beih. ZNW 37) Berlin 1969,65·97. 



THE FLOOD IN THE APOCAL YPSE OF ADAM 223 

by in great glory, in order to leave something of the seed of Noah and 
the sons of Ham and Japheth ... (76, 8-13).16 

Here we have to leave the AA. The author has demonstrated that 
the generation of Ham and Japheth can be saved if they make the 
right decision and that they will be helped against the attacks of the 
creator god. 

This second catastrophe shows similarities with the first. In both 
cases the people of the gnosis are threatened by the creator, but are 
miraculously saved by the angels. It is sign that the people of the gnosis 
will be protected against any attack launched upon them. On the other 
hand we notice a difference. During the flood some people, who 
were mentioned by name, like Noah, Shem, Ham and Japheth, play 
a particular part and are of importance for the development of the 
struggle between the almighty and the highest God, while during 
the fire no individuals are mentioned. 

Looking at the other writings which mention the flood, we see 
that some introduce the story in order to explain a particular situation 
upon earth but others describe it only as an attack upon the people 
of the gnosis. The first group usually sees Noah as belonging to the 
creator god. An exception is the account of Tertullian of the Sethians. 
Here the "Mother" causes the flood because she hopes to destroy 
the semen permixtionis. Noah is saved in the ark. However, if only 
Noah had been saved, the empirical situation would not have been 
explained, since it would have been characterized by people serving 
the "mother". Therefore it is said that Ham took with him in the 
ark the semen malitiae. 1 7 This meant that after the flood the semen purum 
and the semen malitiae are still existing. The attempt to explain the 
existing situation is different from what we met in the AA, but the 
result is the same. Both writings wanted to show that also after the 
flood various groups of people existed. 

In the Apocryphon of John the flood is caused by the creator god 
to whom Noah originally belonged. Parallel with the AA, the people 
of the gnosis are taken up into heaven, but here Noah also belongs 
to them (II 29, 10-12), because he was instructed by the Light-Pronoia 

16 See about the arrivals of the Illuminator above. 
17 About Ham, see Lewis, o.c., 178-179. 
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(II 29,2-3). The author tells his readers explicitly that the story of 
Noah and the ark is not true (II 29,6-7). This means that after the 
flood only people of the gnosis were left. It is not quite clear why he 
chose this difficult situation, which is not in agreement with the empirical 
one. Possibly we are dealing here with a mixture of traditions, one 
similar to Pseudo-Tertullian where Noah belongs to the highest god 
and a tradition like in AA according to which the flood is caused 
by the creator god. However, the Apocryphon of John solves the 
difficulty saying that after the flood the angels of the creator descended 
upon earth and mixed with the people of gnosis. This is curious 
since here we meet the stories in Genesis about the descent of the 
angels and the flood in the reverse order. It shows, however, that 
nothing has been omitted by the Gnostics to arrive at the situation 
which they wanted to describe. 18 

Finally we see that in the Gospel of the Egyptians the flood is 
mentioned without particulars regarding Noah and his sons. It is 
nothing more than an attack on the people of the gnosis (III 61, 
1-15 = IV 72, 10-27). Like in AA fire is a second effort to destroy 
the people of the gnosis. The flood is, according to the Gospel of 
the Egyptians, a sign of the last judgement (III 61, 1-3 = IV 72, 10-12). 
This seems to be an independent tradition which cannot be explained 
from a earlier one in which Noah played a part. Here flood and 
fire are considered as periodical catastrophes which threaten mankind, 
in this case the people of gnosis. 19 

A few conclusions can be drawn from this material. From the way 
the story of the flood has been adopted by gnostic writings, we see 
that two traditions have been used. The first one is the biblical story 
of the flood according to the Septuagint. Contrary to stories about 
Adam and Eve in, for example, the beginning of AA, haggadic influences 
are absolutely absent. In the second place the tradition of periodical 
disasters by means of water and fire is known. Although these tradi
tions merge in AA, we have to distinguish between the two. 

Then, we see that the story of the flood is accepted as far as the 

18 See Y. Janssens, Le Theme de fa Fornication des Anges, in: Origini (SHR XII), 
488-495. 

19 See A.F.J. Klijn, Seth in Jewish, Christian and Gnostic Literature, (Supplem. to 
NT XLVI), Leiden 1977, 121-124: Water and Fire. 
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gnostics were able to use its contents. In an arbitrary way parts of 
it were accepted and rejected. The parts which were accepted were 
totally subjected to the intention of the authors of gnostic writings. 20 

This observation tells us something about the Jewish influence on 
gnosticism. Although this influence cannot be denied, it is not simply 
proved by the existence of some Old Testament passages in gnostic 
writings. In the case of the stories about the flood, the influence of the 
Old Testament is limited to some remarks, but does not apply to 
their contents. The authors obviously refused to be influenced by their 
sources. Especially where we are dealing with gnostic sources, we have, 
therefore, to be very careful with regard to conclusions about supposed 
influences. 

With regard to AA we meet an additional problem. From all the 
writings in which the flood is mentioned, we have noticed that some 
of them introduce the story in order to explain an existing situation,21 
while the Gospel of the Egyptians shows the efforts of the creator god 
to destroy the people of the gnosis. We are clearly dealing with two 
different traditions since in the Gospel of the Egyptians the flood is 
closely related with fire. In AA, however, we meet the two opinions 
about the flood alongside each other. This might be due to the use of 
more than one source. The presence of two traditions might say some
thing about the relative date of this writing, but certainly about its 
complex character. 

In summary, the story of the flood was introduced in gnostic writings 
generally as an indication of the impotence of the creator god who 
victimized his own creation to destroy the people of the gnosis. 22 It 

20 See R. McL. Wilson, The Gnostics and the Old Testament, in Proceedings of the 
International Colloquium on Gnosticism, Stockholm August 20-25 1973 (Filologisk-filoso
fika serien 17), Stockholm 1977, 164-168, 167: " ... they chose those which could be 
adapted to their purposes and gave them a new interpretation." 

21 This element is not mentioned in Ph. Perkins, o.c. 
22 Here it would be possible to go into the perennial question whether this hostility 

against the creator god originated within Judaism itself, cf. G. W. Macrae, The Jewish 
Background of the Gnostic Sophia Myth, in NT 12, 1970, 86-107, 97, or out of a 
reaction to Judaism, cf. H. Jonas, Response to G. Quispel's "Gnosticism and the New 
Testament", in The Bible in Modern Scholarship, edited by J. Ph. Hyatt, Nashville
New York 1965,279-293, esp. 290-293. The answer can not be easily given. We must not 
forget that the Gnostics were especially interested in the beginning and the end, cf. 
O. Betz, Was von A'!!ang geschah. Das jiidische Erbe in den neugefundenen Koptisch-
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is shown that this was a great failure. The creation of the creator 
god will certainly be destroyed by his own hands, but the people 
of the gnosis will survive time and again. As such the story of the 
flood was extremely fitting to illustrate a central idea of gnostic 
thinking. 

gnostischen Schriften, in Abraham unser Vater. Festschrift fUr O. Michel, Leiden-K6ln 
1963, 24-43, and that they used Jewish sources as long as it helped them to support 
their own ideas. 



LE LIVRE D'ADAM GEORGIEN 

JEAN-PIERRE MAHE 
(Paris) 

C'est a K. Kekelidze 1 que revient I'honneur d'avoir signale pour 
la premiere fois I'existence d'un livre d'Adam georgien, dont M. 
Dzanasvili pretendit offrir une traduction russe en 1909 2 : il s'agissait 
en fait d'une paraphrase assez negligente, abregeant parfois sans aver
tissement Ie texte conserve dans l'unique manuscrit connu a cette 
epoque. Dix ans plus tard, W. Ludtke 3 traduisit du russe en alle
mand quelques fragments de la paraphrase de Dzanasvili, attirant ainsi 
l'attention de R.P. Blake 4 et de J. Karst 5. Puis I'ecrit tomba comple
tement en oubli parmi les specialistes occidentaux, au point qu'il n'en 
est meme pas question dans Ie repertoire, pourtant tres remarquable, 
d'A. M. Denis 6 sur les pseudepigraphes grecs de I'A.T. 

Entre temps, neanmoins, C. K'urc'ikidze 7 publiait Ie texte critique 
de deux redactions georgiennes: a d'apres quatre manuscrits et ~ 

d'apres un seul 8 . Sa publication attirait l'attention de M. Nagel qui 

I K. Kekelidze, K ar( uli literaturis istoria, Tbilissi 1923, t, 427 s.; cf. aussi l'adap
tation allemande de cette a:uvre par M. Tarchnisvili - J. Assfalg, Geschichte der 
kirchtichen georgischen Literatur, Rome 1955, 329. 335 s. Sur les traductions de textes 
grecs en georgien ancien, Ie meilleur repertoire est K. Kekelidze, Uc' xo avtorebi dzvel 
k'ar(ul titeraturasi (= Etiudebi zveli k'arfuli literaturis istoriidan, tome V), Tbilissi 
1957 (reproduit, avec quelques additions, un texte de 1927). 

2 M. Dzanasvili, Izgnamie Adama iz raja, Nimrod i sem posletopnych narodov. 
Kniga Nimroda, in Sbornik materjalov dlja opisanija mesnostei i plemen Kavkaza 29, 
Tillis 1909, fasc. I, 19-44. 

3 W. Ludtke, Georgische Adambucher, in ZAW 38,1919-1920,158-160. 
4 R. P. Blake, Georgian Theological Literature, in JTS 26, 1925,50-64. 
5 J. Karst, LitU?rature georgienne chretienne, Paris 1934. 
6 A. M. Denis, Introduction aux pseudepigraphes grecs de I'A.T., Leyde 1970, 3-14; 

rien non plus dans I' opuscule de L. Rost, Einleitung in die alttestamentlichen Apo
kryphen und Pseudepigraphen einschliesslich der grossen Qumram Handschriften, 
Heidelberg 1971, 114-116. 

7 C'. K' urc'ikidze, Adamis apokrip' uli cxovrebis k' ar( uti versia, in r ilologiuri Dziebani 
I, 1964,98-136 (texte critique avec introduction et lexique), 

8 Manuscrits utilises par K'urc'ikidze: 1. recension a (A = A 153, i7eme S.; B = 
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en decrivit les caracteristiques textuelles dans sa remarquable these, 
recemment publiee, sur La Vie grecque d'Adam et Eve 9 • Que Ie 
Professeur G. Quispel, qui, bien avant la decouverte de Nag Hammadi, 
avait deja magistralement analyse les interpretations gnostiques du 
my the de l'homme primordial, veuille bien agreer l'hommage de la pre
miere traduction d'un texte qui, sans etre entierement nouveau par 
rapport aux autres versions connues jusqu'a present, contient nean
moins plus d'un trait, manifestement fort ancien, qui n'est pas atteste 
ailleurs. 

Comme M. Nagel Ie demontre 10, l'Adam georgien et la Vie latine 
d' Adam et d'Eve remontent a un unique original grec, proche de la 
deuxieme forme du texte 11 et singularise par l'addition du recit de la 
penitence et de la seconde tentation des deux protoplastes. On notera 
que, sur d'infimes details, Ie georgien rencontre l' Adam slave, qui 
presente, quant au reste, une tradition tres divergente 12. Ces concor
dances attestent l'anciennete de ses le90ns. Tandis que Ie latin s'eIoigne 
de son modele pour l'abreger et Ie modifier a sa guise, Ie georgien 
conserve la forme primitive, disproportionnee et relativement incohe
rente, de sa source grecque, ou se fondent diverses traditions, originaire
ment independantes, sur les deux protoplastes. Pour cette raison, il est, 
dans sa seconde partie, beaucoup plus proche que Ie latin de l'apocalypse 

H 433. 17eme s.; C = H 881, 17eme s., tous trois de I'Institut des Mss de la RSS 
de Georgie a Tbilissi; Q = Ku(ais 128, 15eme/16eme s., du Musee d'Histoire et 
d'Ethnographie de Kutais) 2. recension ~ (S 5175, 17eme s., de l'Institut des Mss 
de la RSS de Georgie a Tbilissi). Outre ces mss, K'urc'ikidze signale egalement Ie 
N° 186 du Musee georgien de Litterature. 

9 M. Nagel, La vie grecque d'Adam et Eve (Apocalypse de Moise), 3 vol., Ober
bronn 1972 (vol. I: Histoire du texte; vol. 2: Notes sur l'histoire du texte; vol. 3: 
Edition du texte avec synopse de toutes les variantes); reproduction, Lille 1974. 

10 Id. (op. cit. n. 9), tome 2, p. 113-117. 
11 C'est-a-dire celle qui est conservee dans les mss grecs suivants A (= Venise, 

St Marc II, 42, 13eme S., fol. 49r-57v), AC (= Athos Cortamoni 14, 15elhe s.), At 
(= Athenes, BN 286, en 1518, 122v-136v), C (= Vienne, BN Hist graec. 67, 13eme 
s., 4r-8v + 16r-17v), cf. M. Nagel (op. cit. n. 9), tome 2, p. 113. 

12 Cf. apparat critique p. 110 VI et 110 VIII, ci-dessous. Nous avons pris connais
sance de I' Adam slave par la traduction anglaise de L. S. A. Wells, The Books of 
Adam and Eve, in R. H. Charles, The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the O. T., 4eme 
ed., Oxford 1966, 134-136. Le texte et la traduction allemande de V. Jagic, Die 
altkirchenslavischen Texte des Adamsbuches, Slavische Beitriige zu den biblischen Apo
cryphen 1 (DenkschrWien 42), Vie nne 1893, ne nous ont pas ete accessibles. 
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grecque publiee par C. Tischendorf, On peut donc caracteriser som
mairement Ie contenu de l' Adam georgien de la fa~on suivante 13 : 

l. Penitence et seconde tentation. CaIn et Abel (cf Vie latine I-XXII) 
2. Naissance de Seth, recit d'Eve, mort d'Adam (cf Vie grecque 3-43) 
dont 3: tn!s peu en latin 
4-14: egalement en latin (cf XXIV, XXX, XLIV) 
15-43: presque rien en latin 

Comme l'observe K. Kekelidze 14, la version georgienne derive du 
grec certainement par l'intermediaire d'un ecrit armenien 15; toutefois 
il faut se hater d'ajouter que l'ancienne version armenienne dont nous 
postulons ainsi l'existence est tout a fait distincte de celIe qu'on a 
editee a Venise au siecle dernier 16, qui suppose un modele grec d'un 
type different 17, C. K"urc"ikidze a etabli sur des bases philologiques 
que les modeles des manuscrits actuellement conserves sont necessaire-

13 Cf. M. Nagel (op. cit. n. 9), I, 120-121. Nous citons ci-dessous la Vie grecque 
d'apn:s C. Tischendorf, Apocalypsis Mosis, dans Apocalypses Apocryphae, p. 1-19, 
et la Vie latine, d'apn:s 1. H. Mozley, The 'Vita Adae', in JTS 30, 1929, 121-149. 

14 K. Kekelidze, Dzveli K art uli mcalobis istoria, I, Tbilissi 1951, 409, croit pouvoir 
expliquer une faute de la traduction georgienne par la paleographie armenienne. D'apres 
lui, la lere pers. qui survient inopinement dans Ie texte (Mite par K"urc"ikidze \30 
lin. 7-8), <de vis, moi, Eve ... », proviendrait d'un texte armenien it la 3eme pers. 
(tesaner ew: «elle voyait aussi»), lu par erreur tesanei ewa (la confusion entre r et i 
etant assez facile en ecriture armenienne bolorgir). En fait, Ie grec correspondant a 
bien une lere pers. (cf Vie grecque, § 33 Tischendorf lop. cit. n. 13] 18 lin. 18, IOov 
OE i:yoo, et § 34, 19 lin. I, rOo v i:yoo Eva). L'argument de Kekelidze nous semble donc 
peu convaincant, meme s'il est clair, pour les raisons indiquees ci-dessous, que Ie 
texte a ete traduit par l'intermediaire de l'armenien. 

15 De menus details linguistiques confirment cette hypothese. Par ex. Kurc"ikidze 
(109, lin. 22) munve samo(xed «in paradisum» est Ie calque exact de andren i draxtsn; 
aha esera (passim) = aha wasik «voici», avec reference it la lere pers.; ara (u (115 
lin. 2) = mi (e «est"ce que»; (ana mami( (133 lin. 33) «avec Ie pere» : l'instrumental, 
anormal apres (ana, pourrait s'expliquer par l'armenien hander) harb etc ... 

16 Cf T angaran hin ew nor naxneac -l-Ankannon girk' hin ktakaranac' (ed. S. 
Yovsep'eanc'), Venise 1896, 1-47; J. Issaverdens, The Uncanonical Writings of the O.T. 
found in the Armenian Mss of the Library of St Lazarus, Venise 1901 (2eme M. 1934). 
Bibliographie dans A. M. Denis (op. cit. n. 6), 5-6. A quoi l'on peut ajouter H. S. 
Anasyan, Haykakan matenagitu(yun, I, Erevan 1959, 236-250 (tradition manuscrite); 
M. Stone, Report on Seth Traditions in the Armenian Books (cf. M. Tardieu, Le Congres 
de Yale sur Ie Gnosticisme, 28-31 mars 1978, REAug 24, 1978, 188-209, specialement 
p. 195). 

17 Cf. M. Nagel (op. cit. n. 9), ), XXXVI, rattache la Vie armenienne au type 
III des Vies grecques. 
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ment anterieurs au 10eme s 18. A vrai dire, il serait logique de supposer 
que la traduction elle-meme a ete effectuee avant la rupture entre 
Armeniens et Georgiens, c'est-a-dire avant 607 19. 

Nous jugeons inutile, dans les pages qui suivent, de donner integrale
ment sur deux colonnes la traduction des redactions a et ~. En effet, 
nous croyons, avec M. Nagel, qu'elles sont beaucoup trop proches 
l'une de l'autre pour ne pas remonter a un seul et meme original 20. 

De plus, il est manifeste que Ie redacteur de ~ abrege ordinairement 
sa source, quitte a conserver parfois des le~ons plus anciennes alterees 
dans a. La traduction ci-dessous est donc fondee essentiellement sur 
a, complete par ~ dans les passages ou il est lacunaire. En de rares 
passages, generalement brefs, ou a parait decidement fautif, nous avons 
retenu Ie texte ~. Pour eviter toute equivoque, les passages empruntes 
a ~ sont imprimes en italiques. Quand a et ~ sont paralleles, nous 
indiquons en apparat les variantes significatives. Pour faciliter Ie 
reperage des textes, nous indiquons, outre les numeros des pages de 
l'edition C. K"urc"ikidze (indiques en marge), les divisions de la Vie latine 
(chiffres romains) et celles de la Vie grecque (chiffres arabes), partout 
ou cela est possible. Les sous-titres, entre crochets droits, ont ete 
ajoutes par nous. Notre traduction est, a dessein, aussi litterale que 
possible. 

18 Cf K'urc"ikidze, (op. cit. n. 7), 103-104, d'apres, notamment, la forme des pre
fixes subjectifs de 2eme pers. 

19 Cf K. Salia, Histoire de /a nation georgienne (editions Nino Salia, 8 rue Berlioz 
75116 Paris) 1980,79; R. Grousset, Histoire de l'Armenie, Paris 1947 (reimpr. 1973), 
268-269. La probabilite de deux traductions successives du grec en armenien, puis 
d'armenien en georgien, implique evidemment une certaine erosion du texte et nous 
incite 11 Ie traduire nous-meme aussi litteralement que possible, me me dans les passages 
oil il est manifestement corrompu. 

20 Cf M. Nagel, (op. cit. n. 9), I, 118-119. 
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//*LECTURE 21 SUR ADAM ET EVE: 
DE LA SORTIE DU PARADIS 

[Penitence et seconde tentation d'Adam et Eve] (= Vie latine I-XVIII). 

I. Et il advint qu'Adam sortit du paradis avec Eve, son epouse; 
ils sortirent du cote oriental du paradis. Adam fabriqua une hutte pour 
s'y abriter. Ils (y) entn::rent to us deux et ils y demeun::rent sept jours. 
Tous deux pleuraient de pleurs abondants car ils regrettaient les demeures 
du royaume dont ils avaient ete eloignes. 

Apres les sept jours, ils eurent faim et cherchaient a manger. II. Eve 
dit a Adam: « Mon seigneur Adam, leve toi et (va) me chercher de la 
nourriture pour que nous mangions, en attendant que nous essayions 
- qui sait? - (que) Ie Seigneur nous re<;oive et no us reintroduise en ce 
meme lieu du paradis». Et Adam se leva apres sept jours et il circulait 
sur la face de la terre. Or, il ne trouva pas de nourriture semblable 
a celie qu'ils mangeaient dans Ie paradis. 

III. Adam repondit a Eve et lui dit : «Nous allons mourir de mort ». 
Eve dit a Adam: «Ah! si seulement je mourais et que Dieu te re<;ut 
seul au paradis!» Adam repondit a Eve et lui dit : « A cause de no us une 
grande colere est sur toutes les creatures. (Mais) je ne sais pas ceci : 
est-ce a cause de moi ou a cause de toi?» Eve repondit a Adam: 
«Mon seigneur, s'il te parait convenable, tue moi, pour que je sois 
arrachee a la face de Dieu et de ses anges, afin que cesse la colere de 

p. 109 I 

Extat tan tum a 

21 D'apres les indications contenues dans Ie ms Ambrosianus Graecus C 237 inf; 
il semblerait qu'au Ileme s. on lisait encore dans les eglises de Constantinople, en 
guise d'homelie pour Ie dimanche tij<; tUPO<jluyou, Ie sermon du pseudo-Chrysostome 
«Sur l'expulsion d'Adam du paradis et sur les femmes de mauvaise vie», ainsi que des 
extraits de la Vita Adae (cite par M, Nagel lop, cit. n. 9], I, I). Par la suite Ie livre 
devint suspect et fut exclu des lectures liturgiques. II figure dans la liste des livres 
interdits de Samuel Anec"i, publiee par H. S. Anasyan (op. cit. n. 16), XXXIX et 
dans toutes les autres listes publiees par Ie me me auteur (ibid. XL-XLI). Dans les 
mss georgiens de notre texte figure l'indication suivante: ''Cet ecrit s'appe\le en grec 
apukorop'a (= apocryphe). II peut etre lu par les savants, mais ne doit, en aucune 
fa90n, etre porte a la connaissance de tout Ie peuple. II n 'est pas destine aux hommes 
non formes ni aux ignorants, mais seulement aux gens cultives instruits de la Loi ». 
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Dieu contre toi, (puis) qU'elle est a cause de moi : alors il te reintroduira 
la-bas meme, au paradis». Adam repondit et lui dit: «Non, non! Ne 
garde pas en memoire pareille chose, de crainte que Dieu n'envoie sur 
nous un autre jugement pour cause de meurtre: comment leverai-je la 
main pour faire souffrir mes propres chairs?». 

Alors Eve lui dit: «Leve toi, cherchons tous deux un legume». IV. Or 
ils ne trouverent rien d'un gout semblable a l'arbre qui etait dans Ie 
paradis. Et Eve lui dit: «Cela, Dieu l'a cree pour les betes afin 
qu'elles se nourissent; mais nous avions pour nourriture ce dont vivent 
les anges. Maintenant viens et repentons-nous d'une tres grande peni
tence (pendant) quarante jours, afin que Dieu nous fasse misericorde 
et qu'il nous donne une meilleure nourriture qu'aux muets animaux, 
en sorte que nous ne leur soyons pas semblables». V. Adam repondit 
a Eve et lui dit : «Explique moi encore main tenant : de queUe penitence 

p. 110 (veux-tu) te repentir et combien de jours pourras-tu I I te repentir de 
ta penitence, de crainte que, d'aventure, nous ne fassions promesse a 
Dieu et que nous ne puissions accomplir la promesse que nous lui 
aurions promise». VI. Eve repondit a Adam et elle lui dit: «Explique 
moi donc Ie nombre de jours, pendant com bien de temps tu medites de 
faire penitence - qui sait? - (peut-etre) y ajouterai-je encore, car 
c'est moi qui ai attire sur toi ces tribulations». Adam repondit et dit a 
Eve: «Tu ne pourras rien y ajouter. Bien plutot, Ie nombre de jours 
que je te dirai, tiens-toi a ce nombre la et demeures-y! Pour moi, je 
ferai penitence quarante jours, mais toi, fais penitence trente quatre 
jours. Laisse moi ces six jours; aussi bien, n 'as-tu pas ete creee Ie 
sixieme jour, lorsque Dieu acheva de creer toute creature? Maintenant 
leve toi et va jusqu'au fleuve du Tigre; prends une pierre sous tes 
pieds et tiens toi dans l'eau et revets toi (de celle-ci) jusqu'au cou. 
Tandis que tu prieras, (veille) que pas un son ne sorte de ta bouche, 
car nous ne sommes pas dignes d'ouvrir notre bouche du fait que nos 
levres sont impures en raison de la transgression des commandements, 

p. 110 VI 
«revets-toi de ceUe-ci jusqu'au cou», cf. Vie slave (Wells 135) «clothe 
thyself with water, as with a cloak, up to the neck» II «jusqu'a 
ce que Dieu nous exauce» lege vidremde (ms C) rayt'a [rat'a (ms B)] 
isminos c'ueni ymert'man 
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a cause de la nourriture du paradis que Dieu nous avait interdite, 
Bien plutot, tais toi et fais penitence dans l'eau trente-quatre jours, 
de tout ton creur; quant a moi, fen ferai autant dans Ie fleuve du 
Jourdain, jusqu'a ce que Dieu nous exauce et qu'il nous donne de la 
nourri ture ». 

VII. Eve partit pour Ie fleuve du Tigre et elle fit comme Adam 
lui avait cornman de ; quant a Adam, il se tint dans Ie fleuve du 
Jourdain et les cheveux de sa tete se repandirent VIII. et Adam s'ecria : 
<de te Ie dis, Jourdain, afflige toi avec moi-meme et assemble tous les 
muets animaux qui sont autour de toi pour qu'ils (viennent) t'entourer 
et pleurent (pres de) moi, non point pour eux, mais pour nous, car 
Dieu ne les a pas prives de la pature que Dieu leur avait don nee 
depuis Ie commencement, mais moi j'ai ete prive de mon moyen de 
vivre et de rna nourriture)). Quand Adam eut dit cela avec des larmes 
ameres, tous les bestiaux s'assemblerent pres de lui et l'entourerent 
comme des murs, Au moment ou l'eau du Jourdain avait retenu son 
cours, alors Adam eleva la voix vers Dieu et il modula Ie ton de sa 
voix six fois, comme la voix de tous les anges en tout temps, 

IX. Quand furent ecoules les douze jours dans ses pleurs, Ie diable 
trembla et changea sa forme et son vetement par la faussete de son 
art. II se rendit pres d'Eve, sur Ie fleuve du Tigre, et il se tint au bord : 
il pleurait et laissait couler ses larmes de faussete sur son vetement 
et, depuis son vetement, jusqu'a terre. Puis il dit a Eve: «Sors de l'eau 

p. 111 ou tu es et cesse tes tourments / /, car Dieu a prete l'oreille a ta penitence 
et a celIe d'Adam, ton epoux. D'ailleurs, nous aussi, nous prions a cause 
de vos chagrins que nous avons vus. Or Dieu m'a envoye pour vous 
faire sortir et vous donner la nourriture pour laquelle vous avez fait 
penitence. Maintenant, remonte d'ou tu es, car je suis aIle pres d'Adam; 
il m'a renvoye et m'a dit: 'Va et parle a Eve, mon epouse; ramene la 

p. 110 VII 
«se repandirenU) (cf Vie lat. exparsi erant) lege gardaeq'arnes (ms B): 
gardaematnes creuerunU) cett. 

p. 110 VIII 
«l'entourerent comme des murs)), cf Vie slave (Wells 136) «they 
surrounded Adam like a wall" 
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vers moi'. Viens main tenant et je t'emmenerai aupres d'Adam, au 
lieu ou il est et ou il y a aussi votre nourriture ». X. Alors Eve 
remonta de l'eau et ses chairs etaient comme des legumes fletris a cause 
de la froideur de I'eau. Toute la forme de sa beaute avait ete aneantie. 
Or, quand eJle fut remontee de J'eau, eJle tomba sur la face de la terre 
dans une grande faiblesse et eJle resta gisante, sans bouger (pendant) 
deux jours. 

Puis, apres deux jours, elJe se leva et Ie diable la conduisit la 
ou etait Adam. Des qu'Adam vit Eve (et) comment elJe suivait Ie 
diable, il commen~a (de verser) des larmes brillantes, gemit a voix 
haute et dit: «OU sont les ordres de penitence que je t'avais ordonnes? 
Comment as-tu ete trompee de nouveau par ceJui a cause de qui nous 
sommes etrangers a nos demeures?» 

XI. Quand Eve entendit cela, que c'etait Ie diable qui l'avait trompee, 
eJle tomba devant lui et la douleur d' Adam pour Eve en fut doublee, 
car ilia voyait tom bee par terre comme une morte. II s'affligea et 
dit en s'ecriant dans un grand gemissement: «Malheur a toi, notre 
ennemi! QueJ mal t'avons-nous fait? Car c'est par tes calomnies que 
s'est produite notre sortie du paradis. Est-ce parce que nous t'aurions 
(fait) chasser que tu as contre nous ta colere? Et (serait-ce) par nous 
que ta gloire t'aurait ete. ravie? Est-ce, en queJque fa~on, de notre 
fait que tu es en telle misere? Ou sommes-nous les seules creatures 
de Dieu, pour que tu no us combattes seuls? 

XII. Le diable se mit a pleurer de pleurs forces et Ie diable dit 
a Adam: «0 Adam, tout Ie regret et la colere et tout Ie chagrin de mon 
cceur dirige contre toi est du fait que c'est par toi que je suis dechu 
de mes demeures, par toi que je suis devenu etranger a mon trone. Plus 
qu'aux Cherubins mes ailes furent nombreuses et je me cachais sous 
eJles; a cause de toi, maintenant, mes pieds vont sur terre, ce que je 
n'aurais (jamais) cru». XIII. Adam repondit au diable et lui dit: 
«Quelle est rna faute, par quoi je t'ai fait tout cela?» Le diable lui 

p. 112 repondit et lui dit: «Ce n'est pas toi qui m'as fait (cela), mais II c'est 
a cause de toi que je suis tomb{: sur la terre. Le jour meme ou tu fus 

p. III XI 
«pour que tu no us combattes seuls» lege rame(u c'uen xo1o gubrdzav: 
gubrdzav{ codd. 
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cree, ce jour hl, je tombai de la face de Dieu parce que, comme Dieu 
t'avait souffie l'Esprit sur ton visage, tu avais I'image et la ressem
blance de la divinite, Puis Michel arriva; il (ordonna) qu'on se prosternat 
devant toi en presence de Dieu, Et Dieu dit it Michel: «J'ai cree Adam 
selon (mon) image et rna divinite», XIV. Alors Michel vint; il con
voqua toutes les troupes des anges et il leur dit: «Prosternez vous 
devant Ie semblable et I'image de la divinite». Or, quand Michel les 
convoqua et que tous se prosternt!rent devant toi, il me convoqua 
moi aussi et je lui dis: 'Eloigne toi de moi, car je ne saurais me 
pro sterner devant celui qui est plus jeune que moi; en effet, avant 
celui-ci, je suis seigneur, et c'est it lui qu'il convient de se pro sterner 
devant moi'. XV. Cela, d'autres anges des six classes I'entendirent 
et rna parole leur plut et ils ne se prosternerent pas devant toi. XVI. 
Alors Dieu s'irrita contre nous et il nous ordonna, it eux et it moi, de 
descendre de nos demeures vers la terre; quant it toi, il t'ordonna 
de demeurer au paradis. Quand j'eus compris que j'etais tom be devant 
toi, que j'etais dans Ie malheur et toi dans Ie repos, alors je cherchai 
it te prendre pour te rendre etranger toi aussi au paradis de delices, 
comme j'etais devenu etranger it cause de toi». 

XVII. Quand Adam eut entendu cela, il gemit it voix haute et dit : 
«Seigneur, rna vie est entre tes mains. Eloigne de moi cet ennemi qui 
veut me scandaliser et qui cherche it perdre rna race: c'est par lui 
qu'Eve a ete perdue». A cet instant, Beliar devint invisible. Quant it 
Adam, il demeura dans I'eau et faisait penitence. 

Mais Eve etait tombee sur terre comme morte. XVIII. Puis elle se 
releva de terre et dit it Adam: «Sois sauve, Adam, car tu ne t'es 
pas fait un avec moi dans la transgression des commandements, ni dans 
la premiere, ni dans la seconde. (Mais) la parole de Dieu prevaudra 
contre moi». Eve lui dit encore: «Voici que je partirai du cote du 
soleil couchant et je mangerai de I'herbe comme un muet animal, 
jusqu'it ce que je meure, car je suis tout it fait indigne (d'avoir part) 
it la nourriture des vivants». Alors Eve s'en alla du cote du solei! 
couchant et elle y demeurait dans Ie deuil et les plaintes. Puis, apres ces 
jours, elle se fabriqua une hutte du cote du solei! couchant. 
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[Cain et Abel] (= Vie latine XIX-XXIII; Vie grecque 1-3) 

XIX. Comme elle avait con<;u depuis trois mois et que CaIn avait 
ete mis dans son ventre, quand arriverent les jours de ses couches, 
alors elle se mit a trembler, gemit vers Dieu a voix haute et s'ecria: 

p. 113 «Ou est donc Adam pour qu'il me console dans mes peines II presentes, 
et qui lui contera mes douleurs? N'est-il aucun, parmi ceux qui ont 
des ailes, qui s'en aille et lui dise: 'Viens, secours Eve, ton epouse'. 
Je vous supplie, vous toutes les races du ciel, et, quand vous irez 
vers l'orient, racontez mes douleurs presentes a mon seigneur». 

Or Adam entendit dans Ie fleuve du Jourdain une clameur de pleurs 
et d'angoisses. Alors Dieu exau<;a la priere d' Adam et illui envoya l'ange 
Michel qui lui apporta une semence scellee du sceau divin destinee 
a etre offerte a Adam. Puis il lui enseigna les semailles et Ie travail qui 
s'y rapporte, afin qU'ainsi ils fussent sauves, eux et tous leurs descen
dants. 

XX. Et quand Adam eut entendu la priere d'Eve et Ie gemissement 
de ses pleurs du cote du couchant, Adam reconnut sa voix et dit dans 
son cceur: «C'est la voix de mon flanc, c'est la voix de rna brebis; 
je me leverai et je verrai pourquoi e11e crie: serait-ce que Ie serpent 
l'attaque de nouveau ?». 

Adam se leva et il suivit ses traces; puis quand il fut arrive pres 
d'elle, du cote du couchant, la ou etait Eve, quand Eve vit Adam, 
elle pleurait des pleurs abondants et dit: «Mon seigneur Adam, n'as-tu 
pas entendu la voix de mes pleurs? Car aujourd'hui voici neuf jours 
que, jour et nuit, je crie ainsi vers toi. Est-ce qu'elles ne t'ont pas 
averti, les generations du levant, en leur lever? Et ne t'ont-ils pas 
averti, les oiseaux du ciel et les betes de la terre, car je les priais tous 
qu'ils te (Ie) racontent! Leve toi, prie ton createur qu'il fasse miseri
corde, que Dieu t'exauce et me deIivre de mes douleurs ou, s'il lui 
parait convenable, qu'il envoie sur moi la mort ou que, par tes prieres, 
il me libere de mes tourments». 

Adam priait et pronon<;ait pour elle des oraisons devant Dieu, et 
Ie Seigneur l'exau<;a. XXI. Et voici que douze anges arriverent du 
ciel avec deux puissances. lIs vinrent dans Ie lieu (ou etait) Eve. 
L'une des puissances approcha, toucha Ie visage d'Eve et sa poi trine 
et dit a Eve: «Bienheureuse es-tu, Eve, (toi qui es) a Adam, eIu et 
serviteur de Dieu, car ses prieres sont grandes devant Dieu et, a 
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cause de lui, Dieu te liberera, Si on ne t'avait porte aide a cause 
de lui, tu as conr;u une telle epine en ton sein que tu ne pourrais 
t'arracher a tes tribulations. Leve toi maintenant et prepare toi a 
mettre l'enfant au monde», Eve se leva comme l'ange lui avait enseigne: 
elle mit l'enfant au monde et l'apparence de celui-ci etait comme 
celIe des etoiles. 

p. 114 / /Il descendit des bras de l'accoucheuse 22 et (aussitot) il commenr;a 
a arracher de l'herbe, car dans la hutte de sa mere de l'herbe etait 
plantee. L'accoucheuse lui repondit et lui dit: «Dieu est juste car 
il ne fa nullement laisse sur mes bras: en effet, tu es CaIn, Ie pervers, 
meurtrier du bon; aussi bien tu es celui qui deracine l'arbre porteur 
de fruits et non point celui qui Ie plante; tu es porteur de deuil et non 
point de consolation». Puis la puissance dit a Adam: «Reste aupres 
d'Eve tant qu'elle s'occupera de l'enfant, afin que tu l'instruises». 
Alors Adam emmena Eve et l'enfant, illes conduisit du cote de l'orient 
et il y demeura. 

XXIII. 1. Et quand furent ecoules la huitieme annee et Ie deuxieme 
mois, Eve conr;ut et enfanta un autre fils que la puissance de Dieu 
appela du nom d'Abel, et ils resterent la, l'un pres de l'autre. 2. En 
ce temps la, Eve dit a Adam: «Mon seigneur Adam, dans mon sommeil 
j'ai vu que Ie sang de mon fils Abel s'ecoulait dans la bouche de 
CaIn son frere, et il Ie buvait sans pitie. Or Abel Ie priait qu'il lui 
laissat (un peu) de son sang, mais lui ne voulut pas l'entendre. Au 
contraire, il Ie but entierement et (cela) ne demeura pas dans son 
ventre, mais sortit au dehors et retomba sur tous ses membres sans 
du tout s'eloigner de son corps». Adam repondit a Eve et lui dit: 
«De crainte que Cain ne projette de Ie tuer, separons les l'un de 
l'autre et soyons avec eux, pour ne point donner lieu a la colere». 

p. 113 XXI 
«etoiles» cf lucidus Vie lat. codd. D Q M (Mozley 134) ~ul<pOYCOV 

Vie gr. 

22 C'est vraisemblablement un ange qui rempiit cet office, par ex. «ia puissance» 
qui est mentionnee dans la suite du texte. 
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Et ils firent ainsi que 1 'avait dit Adam, et il <leur> dit: «Mes fils, 
venez et courons, ici et la, chacun de son cote». 

3. Alors Dieu dit a l'ange Gabriel: «<dis a Adam> : 'Le dessein 
secret que tu sais, ne Ie fais pas connaitre a Cain, car c'est un fils 
de colere; en effet, son frere va etre tue par lui'. Toutefois, qu'Adam 
n'en soit pas afflige car je susciterai pour lui Seth, a la place (d'Abel), 
et il ressemblera a mon image et je lui enseignerai tout ce dont j'aurai 
memoire. Mais cela ne Ie fais connaitre a personne sauf a Adam». 

*a p * Voila ce que Dieu dit a l'ange et l'ange dit a Adam cette parole. 
Or Adam enfouit la parole dans son creur. Et tous deux etaient affliges, 
Adam et son epouse. 

p. 115 I I * Et Ie temps arriva ou Abel fut tue par Cain, son frere, et il 
*a (= Adam) lui (= a Eve) dit: «Dieu a etabli la mort pour tous les 

hommes. Est-ce que la mort serait autre chose que Ie meurtre dont 
Abel a ete tue par Cain et l'envie de Cain l'a livre a la mort parce 
que (celui-ci) etait une race perverse?» 

Et les temps arriverent ou Cain et Abel etaient montes vers leur 
champ. Vinrent deux demons semblables a Abel et a Cain. Or un 
demon faisait des reproches a l'autre demon; il s'irrita contre lui et 
prit un glaive de pierre, qui etait une pierre transparente: il lui 
trancha la gorge et Ie tua. Et quand Cain vit Ie sang, il alla vite 
et prit la pierre de sa main. Mais quand Abel Ie vit partir sur lui, 
il Ie priait: «Ne me fais pas mourir, frere CaIn!» Lui, cependant, 
n'accepta pas sa priere et il repandit Ie sang d'Abel devant lui. Et 
Adam et Eve s'affligeaient tout ce temps la d'une grande tristesse. 

[Seth et la rnaladie d'Adarn] (= Vie latine XXIV-XLIII, Vie grecque 
4-13). 

*ap XXIV.4. *Et apres cela, Adam entra pres de son epouse. Eve con~ut 
et elle enfanta Seth, sembI able a Adam. Et Adam dit a Eve: «Voici 

p. 114 XXIII 
2. «il <leur) dit» pro nomen add. Kurc. 113. Gabriel: <dis a Adam:)>> 
sic Kurc. nihil praebent codd. pro interclusis uerbis I I A uerbis 
«Voila ce que Dieu ... » extant a et ~ II legitur apud ~: «l'ange vint 
et il dit (cela) a Adam et Adam enfouit ces paroles dans son creur. 
Et tous deux etaient affliges, Adam et Eve». Hie deficit ~ 
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donc que j'ai engendre un fils it la place d'Abel que Cain avait fait 
mourir devant moi». 

5. Et apn!s cela, de nouveau, Adam eut trente fils et trente filles. 
Or, la somme des annees d'Adam etait 930 ans. Et, it partir de lui 
ils se multiplierent sur terre et ils s'y etablirent. xxx. Et quand furent 
accomplies les 930 annees, Adam tomba malade et il gemit d'une 
voix forte et il dit: «Assemblez (?) pres de moi tous mes descen-

p. 116 dants et je les verrai avant rna mort» II Et s'assemblerent au pres de 
lui toutes ses progenitures qui s'etaient etablies it demeure et il repartit 
les trois parties de la terre entre ses descendants. Et s'assemblerent 
aupres d'Adam tous ses descendants, car ils s'etaient etablis devant 
ses portes, dans Ie lieu qu'Adam avait fait (et) ou il entrait et adressait 
des prieres it Dieu. 

p. 115 XXIV, 4 
«Et apres cela» ". a: ab his uerbis incipit P «Apres cela» I I «entra 
pres de» a: «eut commerce avec» P II «semblable it Adam»: om. P 
II «son epouse» p: «l'epouse» a II «J'ai engendre un fils» a: «tu 
as enfante Seth» P II «Abel» a: «Abel, notre fils» P II «devant moi» 
a : «devant toi» P 

p. 115 XXIV, 5 
«de nouveau Adam eut trente fils et trente filles» a: «Adam entra 
pres d'Eve de nouveau et il eut d'elle trente fils et trente filles» 
P II «Or (da B raymdu cett.) la somme des annees d'Adam etait 
930 ans» a: om. P II «Et it partir de lui» a: «Et» P 

p. 115 XXX, 5 
«930 annees» a: «930 annees de sa vie» P I I «malade» a: «malade, 
par quoi il devait mourir» P I I «assemblez (?) ". mes descendants: 
semokrebit' ". nasobni c emni codd. (cf. Vie gr. i':A8EtroO'av ." oi 
viol J.1ov) I I «et je les verrai» a : « afin que je vous parle» P I I 

p. 116 XXX, 5 
«aupres de lui toutes ses progenitures qui» a : «tous ses descendants, 
car ils» P I 1« il repartit les trois parties de la terre entre ses descendants» 
a : «et illeur repartit la terre en trois parts» (cil correxi pro eel cod.) 
P I I «Et s 'assemblerent ". il entrait» a :« Et tous ses fils s'assemblerent 
devant ses portes qu'Adam avait faites, dans Ie lieu ou Adam entrait» 

P II 
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Et ses fils lui dirent: «Qu'est-ce que ceci, Pere Adam?» Et illeur 
dit: «Je suis malade, mes fils». Et ils lui dirent: «Qu'est-ce que ta 
maladie et comment l'homme tombera-t-il malade?» XXXI. 6. Seth, 
son fils, lui repondit et dit : «Pere Adam, que t'advient-il? Est-ce qu'il 
t'est souvenu par hasard du fruit de paradis et tu l'as desire et tu 
t'affliges a cause de cela? S'il en est ainsi, dis Ie moi et j'irai devant 
Ie paradis et je verserai de la poussiere sur rna tete et je pleurerai. 
Et si seulement Dieu veut m'entendre, qu'il envoie son ange et que 
celui-ci m'apporte Ie fruit du paradis, je te l'apporterai pour que tu 
apaises ton chagrin». Et Adam lui dit: «Fils Seth, il n'en est pas ainsi, 
maisje suis malade etje souffre». Seth lui repondit: «Pere, qu'est-ce que 
souffrir et comment souffres-tu?» XXXII. 7. Adam dit a Seth: «Fils, 
quand Dieu nous crea, ta mere et moi, il nous etablit dans Ie paradis 
de delices pour en manger les fruits. Mais iI y avait une plante au milieu 
du paradis, (tres) belle, a propos de laquelle Dieu nous commanda: 

p. 117 'N'en mangez pas' I I Et Ie serpent seduisit votre mere et lui en fit 

«Pere Adam» a : «Pere» 13 II «Et il leur dit ... Qu'est-ce que la 
la maladie» 13 : om. a II «comment l'homme tombera-t-il malade» 
a : «comment es-tu tombe malade» 13 

p. 116 XXXI, 6 
«devant Ie paradis» a : «au paradis» 13 I I «si seulement Dieu» a : 
«si Dieu» 13 I I «qu 'il envoie son ange» a : «que Ie Seigneur envoie 
son ange» 13 II «je souffre» a : «je souffre de mon arne» 13 I I «Seth 
lui repondit: Pere» a : «Seth lui repondit et lui dit: Pere Adam» 13 

p. 116 XXXII, 7 
«fils, quand Dietl» a : «quand Dieu» 13 II «il nous etablit» 13 : «et 
n. et.» a I I «pour en manger les fruits. Mais il y avait une plante 
au milieu du paradis 13: alors il y avait une des plantes du paradis 
(tres) belle a: om. 13 II Dieu a: Ie Seigneur 13 II «n'en mangez 
pas» a : «de ne pas manger seulement celle-Ia» 13 

p. 117 XXXII, 7 
«votre mere et lui en fit manger» a «ta mere» 13 II «quand ce fut 
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manger, a cause de quoi, maintenant, nous allons mourir. Quand ce 
Jut l'heure pour les anges gardiens de remonter adorer Dieu, I'ennemi la 
sCduisit et elle en mangea et elle me seduisit, mes fils, car je ne savais pas. 
Or Dieu nous avait divise Ie paradis, a ta mere Eve et a moi, pour que 
nous Ie gardions. Quant a moi, il m'avait confie Ie cote de I'orient 
et du nord; a votre mere Eve, il avait confie Ie cote du sud et de 
I'occident. XXXIII. Or, il y avait avec chacun de nous douze anges 
pour nous garder jusqu'a l'heure de I'aube, mais a chaque (fois, au) 
jour, ils remontaient la-haut. Et au moment de leur ascension, Ie serpent 
seduisit ta mere et il lui fit manger de I'arbre, car il avait vu que 
je n'etais pas pres d'elle, non plus que les anges. A moi aussi elle 
m'en fit manger et je ne compris pas. XXXIV. 8. Quand nous eumes 
mange, Dieu s'irrita contre nous et il nous dit: 'Vous avez donc 
meprise mon commandement: moi aussi je vous mepriserai'. Et il 
envoya 70 maux sur nous, aux yeux, aux oreilles et jusqu'aux pieds, 
des plaies et des prodiges amasses dans (ses) tresors: ainsi me fit 
Dieu pour me faire perir de mort». 

I 'heure ,.. adorer Diem> ~ : «quand ce fut l'heure des anges qui 
(nous) gardaient et de l'adoration de Diem> a // «mes fils» a : «fils» 
~ // «Dieu nous avait divise» a : «il nous avait divise» ~ // «Ie 
paradis» ~ : om. a I I «a votre mere Eve» a : «a ta mere» ~ 

p. 117 XXXIII, 7 
«ils remontaient la-haut» a : «ils remontaient» ~ 1/ «et il lui fit 
manger de l'arbre» a : «et elle en mangea» /3 /1 «je n'etais pas pres 
d'elle» a : «je n'etais pas revenu» ~ 

p. 117 XXXIV, 8 
«quand» a :« or quand» ~ I I «et il nous dit ... je vous mepriserai» a 
«et il me dit 'Du fait que tu as meprise mon commandement, moi 
aussi je te mepriserai' f3 II «et il envoya ... (ses) tresors» a : «il 
envoya 70 plaies mauvaises pour tourmenter les yeux, les oreilles 
et depuis les narines jusqu'aux ongles. Je fus atteint de plaies prod i
gieuses en tous genres, des plaies accumulees (tirees) de (ses) tresors» f3 
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XXXV. 9. Comme Adam disait cela a son fils Seth, il gemit et 
s'ecria: «Que dois-je faire? Je suis en grand tourment». Eve s'ecria 

p. 118 en pleurant: «Mon seigneur Adam, donne moi la moitie I I de tes 
maux et je prendrai sur moi ton tourment, car c'est de moi que te 
vient Ie mal et c'est moi qui t'ai cause ces tourments». XXXVI. Et 
Adam dit a Eve: «U:ve toi et va avec Seth, mon fils, au paradis; 
prosternez votre tete contre terre et pleurez devant Dieu pour qu'il 

*a me fasse grace. * Et (Dieu) enverra son ange au paradis la OU est 
I'arbre de vie, sur lequel decoule de I'huile, afin qu'il vous donne 
un peu de cette huile. Vous me I'apporterez ici et je vivrai et je 
guerirai de mes maux. Alors je te ferai savoir toute la fa<;on dont 
nous fUmes seduits». 

XXXVII. 10. Quand ils eurent entendu cela, Seth et Eve partirent, 
la OU etait Ie paradis d'Adam. Comme elle allait, elle vit I'un de ses 
descendants qU'attaquait une bete 23 et (celle-ci) mordait I'enfant. Alors 
Eve se mit a pleurer et elle dit : «Malheur a moi, car lorsque j'arriverai 
au jour du jugement, tous mes peches me brUleront et I'on me dira: 
«En premier lieu, c'est toi qui n'as pas observe les commandements 
de Dieu». Eve eleva la voix et dit a la bete mechante: «0 mauvaise 

p. 117 XXXV, 9 
«comme Adam» a : «tandis qu'Adam» ~ II «que dois-je faire» a : 
«que dois-je faire? car» ~ II «Eve» ~: om. a II «s'ecria en pleurant» a: 
«se mit a pleurer et elle s'ecria» ~ 

p. 118 XXXV, 9 
«de tes maux» a : «de ton mal» ~ I I «Ie mal ... ces tourments» a 
«ce mal» 

XXXVI,9 
«et Adam dit a Eve» a : «voila ce qu'Eve dit a Adam et Adam lui 
dit» ~ II «Seth, mon fils» a : «Seth, notre fils» ~ II «prosternez 
votre tete» a : «inclinez votre tete» ~ I I «il me fasse grace» a : «il 
nous fasse grace» ~; Ab his uerbis deficit ~, extat tantum a II 

XXXVII,10 
«paradis d'Adam» sic codd : fortasse legas «paradis d'Eden» 

23 bete = mqec-i = 9Tjpiov. Cette bete ne peut-etre, evidemment, qu'un serpent. 
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bete, n'as-tu pas peur? Tu oses combattre l'image de Dieu? Comment 
as-tu eu droit d'ouvrir ta bouche et comment as-tu enfonce tes dents? 
Ou comment ne t'es-tu pas rappele Ie premier commandement de 
Dieu et as-tu ouvert ta bouche sur l'image de Dieu?» XXXVIII. 11. 
Alors la bete lui repondit et elle dit a Eve: «Ce n'est pas de notre 
avidite que proviennent ton mecontentement et tes pleurs, mais c'est 
de ta propre avidite que proviennent ton mecontentement et tes pleurs, 
car au debut de la creation, c'est toi qui as bien voulu ecouter la bete, 
Ie serpent. Comment as-tu ose ouvrir ta bouche et manger de l'arbre 
dont Dieu t'avait ordonne de ne pas manger? Or, a cause de cela, Ie goilt 

p. II9 de toute chose II est transforme. Maintenant, tu ne peux endurer, si 
je commence a parler et ate confondre». XXXIX. 12. Seth lui repondit 
et il dit a la bete : «Que ta bouche soit mu~elee, tais toi, bete, et eloigne 
toi de nous, I'image de la divinite, jusqu'au jour OU Dieu te fera 
comparaitre!» Alors aussi la bete dit a Seth: «Voici donc que je 
m'ecarte de toi, l'image de Dieu, l'eclat eblouissant de Diem>. 

Et quand elle eut cesse, la bete s'enfuit (loin) de Seth et I'homme 
blesse alla dans la demeure d'Adam, son pere. XL. 13. Quant a Seth, 
il partit avec Eve pour Ie paradis. Et ils pleuraient pres de l'enceinte 
du paradis, et la ils adressaient des prieres a Dieu pour qu'illeur envoyat 
son ange. XLI. < Et Dieu leur envoya I'archange Michel>, qui est 
prepose aux ames, et celui-ci dit a Seth: «Homme de Dieu, ne t'empresse 
pas a prier ainsi a propos de l'arbre des olives, afin d'oindre ton pere 
Adam. XLII. (Cela) ne doit pas se faire maintenant, mais dans les 
derniers temps, quand seront accomplis cinq mille ans. Or, a la cinq 
millieme annee et demi, viendra sur terre Ie fils cheri de Dieu, Ie Christ, 
pour re(lever> Ie corps d'Adam de sa chute, a cause de la transgres
sion des commandements. II viendra et il sera baptise dans Ie fleuve 

p. 119 XLI, 13 
(<<et Dieu leur envoya I'archange Michel»> scripsit Kurc. (cf Vie 
gr. 13, Tischendorf p. 6, Kat (l1tEcr'(l:tAEV 6 eEOe; 1tpOe; abroue; MtxaijA 
rov apxaYYEAOV) : deest in codd. 

XLII, 13 
«pour re(lever>>> scripsi (= ay(dgin>ebad) 
aysrulebad) codd. 

«pour achever» (= 



p. 120 
*a~ 
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Jourdain. Et des qu'il sera sorti de I'eau avec (l'onction) d'huile, il 
l'oindra, lui et tous ses descendants, afin qu'ils ressuscitent a I'heure 
de la resurrection. Le Seigneur a dit: 'Je les admettrai la-bas dans 
Ie paradis et je Ies oindrai de cette onction'. XLIII. Mais maintenant, 
va au pres de ton pere Adam, parce que Ies jours de ses moments 
sont accomplis. Dans trois jours son arne sortira de son corps et on 
verra de nombreuses merveilles dans Ies cieux». 

[Recit rEve sur Ie peche et l'exil] (= Vie latine XLIV, Vie grecque 
14-30). 

14. Quand l'ange lui eut dit ceIa, aussitot il se cacha sous la plante 
du paradis. XLIV. Alors Seth et Eve repartirent pour la hutte d'Adam. 
Et Adam pleura it a cause de la blessure de la bete et il dit a Eve: 
«Que no us as-tu fait? Car un mal est arrive sur no us et sur toute notre 
descendance. En effet, ce que sont tes peches, fais Ie savoir a tes fils : 
que nous mourrons toi et moi et les malheurs se repandront sur la 
terre I 1* Toutes les descendances qui sont issues de nous nous maudiront 
et diront: 'C'est nos pere et mere qui ont attire tout ce malheur sur 
nous'. 

15. Alors Eve commen<;a de pleurer et elle dit: «Pretez moi l'oreille 
maintenant, mes fils, et je vous raconterai comment nous fUmes 
trompes. II advint donc (que) votre pere gardait son secteur de paradis 
(du cote) de I'orient et du nord, tandis que moi je gardais mon propre 
secteur (du cote) de l'occident et du sud. Et Ie diable vint dans Ie 
secteur d'Adam. Et il y avait la des betes, car Ie Seigneur avait aussi 
partage les betes entre nous. Tout (ce qui etait) male, il l'avait donne 

p. 120 XLIV, 14 
a uerbis «toutes les descendances ... » extant a et ~ I I «toutes les 
descendances» a : «ceux qui» ~ II «nous maudiront ... sur nous» 
a : «afin de [ne pas sic] nous maudire diront alors 'C'est notre pere 
et notre mere qui ont attire sur nous un malheur» ~ 

15 
«Alors Eve» a : «alors donc Eve» ~ I I «maintenant mes fils» a : 
«mes fils» ~ II «comment nous fUmes trompes» a : «la fa<;on dont 
je fus trompee» ~ I I «il advint ... paradis» a :« il y eut un temps ou 
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a Adam et tout (ce qui eta it) femelle, il me l'avait donne a moi. 
Et chacun pour nous, nous les nourrissions. 

16. Quand Ie diable vint dans Ie secteur de votre pere, Ie diable 
appela Ie serpent et lui dit: 'Leve toi et viens pres de moi et je 
t'enseignerai une parole utile'. Alors Ie serpent vint et Ie diable dit au 
serpent: 'Tu es plus sage que tous les muets animaux et je suis 
venu pour faire l'essai de ta sagesse, car Adam donne de la nourriture 
a tous les muets animaux, ainsi aussi a toi. Quand done to us les 
muets animaux viennent se pro sterner devant Adam, de jour en jour 
et de matin en matin, chaque jour, toi aussi, tu vas te pro sterner. 
Tu as ete cree avant lui, grand (comme te) voici, et tu te prosternes 

p. 121 devant ce petit! Et pourquoi II manges-tu une (nourriture) inferieure 
a celle d'Adam et de son epouse et non pas les bons fruits du paradis? 
Mais viens et ecoute moi afin que nous exluions Adam hors de l'enceinte 

* ~ du paradis * comme nous-memes sommes a I'exterieur. Et qui sait? 
D 'une certaine lacon peut-etre nous rentrerons au paradis '. Et Ie serpent 
lui dit: 'Comment les exclurons nous?' Le diable repondit et dit au 

ton pere gardait au paradis son secteur» ~ II «tandis que moi» a : 
«moi» ~ I I «et Ie diable ... entre nous» a : «Ie diable alla dans 
Ie secteur de votre pere. La, il appela Ie serpent et lui parla; car les 
betes, elles aussi, no us avaient ete partagees» ~ 

16 
«Quand Ie diable ... serpent» a : «et quand Ie diable alia dans les 
secteurs de votre pere il s 'adressait au serpent» ~ I I <wne parole 
utile» ~ : «l'utilite de la parole» a II «et Ie diable dit au serpent» 
a : «et il lui dit une parole utile. Alors Ie serpent vintet Ie demon 
lui dit en 3eme lieu» ~ II «Adam donne» a : «Adam, comme il 
donne» ~ II «quand done ... te prosterner» a : «quand les muets 
animaux entraient pour se pro sterner devant Adam, il priait toute 
la journee» ~ 

p.121 16 
«inferieure a celie d'Adam et de son epouse» ~ : «inferieure et me
prisee» a II <mous excluions Adam» ~ : «je l'exclue» a II «hors de 
l'enceinte du paradis» a: «du paradis» ~; Ab his uerbis deficit 
a, extat tan tum ~ 
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serpent: 'Sers moi de carapace et c'est moi qui adresserai d la femme, 
par ta bouche, une parole grace d quoi nous les tromperons'. 

17. Et tous deux vinrent ensemble et ifs laisserent pendre leur tete 
sur Ie mur du paradis, d I'heure ou les anges etaient remontes pour adorer 
Dieu. Alors Ie diable se changea en l'image d'un ange; il chantait l'hymne 
des anges. Et moi je regardais en direction de I'enceinte du paradis, 
pour entendre Ie chant. Je pretais attention et Ie vis semblable d un ange 
et aussitot if devint invisible, car if etail parti chercher Ie serpent et 
illui dit : 'Leve toi et viens et je serai avec toi et je dirai par ta bouche 
ce qu'il te convient de dire'. 

* up II prit forme de serpent pour aller pres de I'enceinte du paradis, * 
et Ie diable se glissa dans Ie serpent et il Iaissa pendre sa tete sur 
I'enceinte du paradis. II cria et dit: 'Honte a toi, femme, toi qui 
es dans Ie paradis de delices (et) qui es aveugle! Viens a moi et je te 
dirai une certaine parole secrete'. Et quand je fus venue, il me dit: 
'Eve!' Et je lui dis: 'Me voici'. II me repondit et me dit: 'Que 
fais-tu dans Ie paradis?' Je lui repondis et lui dis: 'Dieu m'a etablie 

p. 122 pour garder Ie paradis II et pour (en) manger'. Le diable me repondit 
et me dit par la bouche du serpent: 'Mangez-vous bien Ie fruit de 
tout arbre qui est au paradis?' Je lui repondis et lui dis: '~ui, 

nous mangeons de tout fruit, excepte d'un seul arbre qui est ici au 

17 

Ab uerbis «Et Ie diable se glissa» extant rursus a et ~ I I «dans Ie 
serpent ... l'enceinte du paradis» a : «en lui» ~ II «honte ... aveugle» 
a : «malheur a toi, homme, toi qui es dans Ie paradis de deIices, 
tu es aveugle» ~ II «parole secrete» a : «parole» ~ II «il me dit 
'Eve' et a : om. ~ 

p. 122 17 

«Ie fruit de tout arbre» a : «de tout arbre» ~ I I «oui, nous mangeons» 
~ : «je mange» a II «fruit; excepte ... mourir de mort» a : «arbre 
sauf que nous ne mangeons pas d'un seul arbre qui est ici, au 
centre du paradis, parce que Dieu m'a ordonne 'Ne mangez pas de 
celui-ci, afin que vous ne mouriez pas de mort» ~ II «Dieu etait .. . 
et il» a : «c'est parce qu'il Hait jaloux de vous qu'il» ~ II «va .. . 
la gloire» a :« leve toi plutot et va en manger et tu verras la gloire de 
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milieu du paradis, car Dieu nous a ordonne: 'Ne mangez pas de 
celui-ci, afin de ne pas mourir de mort'. 

Alors Ie serpent me dit: Ten suis chagrin pour vous, car vous etes 
comme les muets animaux. Dieu etait jaloux de vous et il ne vous 
a pas permis; mais moi, je ne veux pas votre ignorance. Va plutot, 
mange et tu verras la gloire qui sera avec toi'. Cependant je lui dis: 
'Je crains de mourir, peut-etre, comme Dieu I'a dit'. Le serpent me 
repondit et me dit: 'Qu'est-ce que la mort et comment meurt-on? 
La mort, c'est la vie'. Je lui repondis et lui dis: 'Je ne sais pas'. 
18. II me repondit et me dit: 'Dieu est vivant, aussi bien vous ne 
mourrez point, rna is a l'heure OU vous mangerez, vos yeux s'ouvriront 
et vous serez instruits, comme Dieu, du bien et du mal. Dieu savait 
que vous etiez semblables a lui et Dieu etait jaloux de vous. A cause 
de ceia, Dieu vous a dit: 'N'en mangez pas!' Va a I'arbre et vois 
autour de lui sa magnificence'. 

p. 123 Or moi, quand II j'y fus allee et que j'eus vu autour de lui sa 
* a magnificence, * alors je dis: 'Cet arbre est bon et son fruit est re

l)1arquable ames yeux. Cependant je crains de tendre la main et de 
(Ie) prendre. Mais toi, si tu n'as pas peur, tends Ie moi et j'(en) 
mangerai et je saurai si tes (presentes) paroles sont vraies ou non'. 

Diem> ~ I I «cependant je lui dis» a : «je dis» ~ I I «Dieu I 'a dit» a : 
«Dieu» ~ (om. «I'a diu» 

17-18 
«qu'est-ce que la mort ... et me dit» a : om. ~ 

18 
«aussi bien ... vous mangerez» a : «tu ne mourras point, mais a 
I'heure OU tu en mangeras» ~ II «Dieu savait ... Dieu vous a dit» a : 
«Dieu savait que vous avez ete faits semblables a lui; a cause de 
ceia Dieu etait jaloux de vous. II a dit» ~ 

p. 122- 18 
123 «Va a I'arbre ... j'eus vu autour de lui sa magnificence» a : «jette 

les yeux sur I'arbre, vois son gout et la magnificence de son pourtour. 
Or moi, quand j'eus jete les yeux je vis la magnificence» ~; Ab 
his uerbis deficit ~, extat tan tum a 
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Le serpent me repondit en me disant: 'Viens m'ouvrir la porte et 
je Cen donnerai'. 19. Et quand je fus allee lui ouvrir et qu'il fut 
entre dans Ie paradis, il partit, puis s'arn'!ta un peu. Je lui repondis 
et lui dis: 'Pourquoi t'es-tu arrete?' 

Mais lui, mes fils, commen.;:a de ruser avec moi. II me repondit 
et me dit: 'Si je me suis arrete, c'est que j'ai change d'avis, de 
crainte, peut-etre, que je Cen donne et que tu en manges, que tes 
yeux s'ouvrent et que tu ne deviennes comme Dieu, que tu connaisses 
Ie bien et Ie mal et ne Cenorgueillisses, que tu ne deviennes jalouse 
d'Adam et ne lui en fasses pas manger, qu'il ne so it comme un 
muet animal devant toi, comme vous I'etiez devant Dieu, parce que 
Dieu etait jaloux de vous. Si tu (en) veux, jure moi vraiment que, si 
je Cen fais manger, tu ne seras pas jalouse d'Adam, ton mari, mais 
tu lui en feras manger et tu lui en donneras'. Je lui repondis et 
lui dis: 'Je ne connais pas de serment, comment (pourrai)-je te jurer?' 
Et il me dit: 'Dis: Je jure par les plantes du paradis et par les 
Cherubins au-dessus desquels trane Ie Pere et (sur qui) il descend 
dans Ie paradis, si je mange et que je sache tout, je ne serai pas jalouse, 
maisj'en donnerai it Adam aussi'. Et lorsqu'il m'eut fait preter serment 
et m'y tint attachee, il me donna de l'arbre et j'en mangeai. 

p. 124 I I [20 ... (je cherchai des feuilles pour cacher) ... ] * ma nudi te e t 
* ~ je n '( en) trouvai pas sur tous les arbres, car au moment OU j'avais mange, 

tous les arbres du paradis, dans mon secteur, avaient jete d bas leurs feuilles. 
J'en pris et je m'(en) fis de quoi me couvrir et je restai pres de l'arbre 
dont j'avais mange, mes fils. J'eus peur d cause du serment dans lequel 
j'avais jure par Ie paradis et dans lequel j'avais dit.' 'J'en ferai manger 
d Adam aussi'. 

21. A/ors vint votre pere Adam. II avait pense, ainsi, qu'une bete hait 

p. 123- 19-20 
124 Ab uerbis «et j'en mangeai» deficit a ab uerbis «rna nudite» post 

lacunam incipit ~ 

p. 12420 
«dans lequeI» scripsi (lege romli(Oa): rom lisa cod. 

21 
«<ou> tu Ie veux» (lege (u gnebavs): rame(u gnebavs cod. II «<ce que> 
nous avait dit» (lege romel igi gurk"ua: rome/sa igi gurk"ua cod. 
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rentree dans Ie paradis et if me dit: 'Pourquoi gemis-tu et pourquoi 
as-tu sur toi cette feuille de figuier?' Je lui repondis en lui disant: 
'Tu ne veux pas que je Ie dise <ou> tu Ie veux'? Nous avons he jusqu'd 
aujourd'hui comme de muets animaux, Quand j'eus compris <ce que> 
nous avait dit Ie Seigneur: 'Ne mangez pas de ceci', et que j'en 
eus vu la splendeur, j'en pris et j'en mangeai et je connus Ie bien et Ie 
mal. Maintenant, manges-en tol aussi et tu seras comme Dieu', Adam 
me repondit en me disant: 'Je era ins que Dieu ne s'irrite contre moi 
et ne dise: 'Mon commandement que je t'avais commande, tu ne /'as 
pas garde?' Mais moi je dis au pere: 'C'est sur moi qu 'en sera la 
responsabilite, S'il t'lnterroge, reponds ainsi: 'Cette femme que tu m 'as 
donnee est responsable de cela; elle a dit: Vois Ie gout de cette splendeur'! 

* a~ * Alors je lui en donnai, if en mangea et devint comme moi et il prit lui 
aussi une feuille de figuier et en cacha sa nudite, 

22. Apres quoi, nous entendimes que, par un ange, (Dieu) faisait 
sonner la trompette. II avait appete les anges en leur disant: 'Ainsi 
parle Ie Seigneur, venez au paradis et ecoutez Ie jugement dont nous 

p. 125 allons (Ies) juger'. Adam <me dit> II: 'Nous avons peche, car Dieu 
* ~ va venir nous juger'. Nous eumes peur et nous nous cachames. * Et Dieu 

vint au paradis sur Ie trone des Cherub ins et, devant lui, les anges 
chantaient des hymnes. Quand il fut arrive au paradis, aussitot tout 
arbre rejeta son feuillage et l'on dressa des trones pres de l'arbre de 
vie. 

* a~ 23. * Et Dieu appela Adam et lui dit: 'Adam, Adam, au es-tu? 
Te caches-tu de moi? Est-il possible qu'une maison se cache d celui 

p. 124- 21-22 
125 Ab uerbis «alors je lui en donnai» usque <<llOUS nous cachftmes» /3 

«et j'en donnai it votre pere et no us sumes que no us etions nus. Et 
l'heure advint ou nous nous cachftmes de la face du Seigneur, comme 
nous editions vetus l'un et l'autre de feuilles de figuier» a; Hie deficit 
a 

p. 124 22 
«<me dit> add. Kurc. : deest in codd. 

p. 12523 
Ab uerbis «et Dieu appela Adam» incipit rursus a : «il appela Adam» 
/3 II «et lui dit» /3 : om. a II «te caches-tu ... l'arbre du paradis» 
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qui fa construite? Alors, pourquoi te tiens-tu cache pres de farbre 
du paradis?' Puis votre pere repondit et dit au Seigneur: 'Je suis cache 
parce que j'ai peur: je suis nu et j'ai honte'. Dieu lui repondit et lui dit: 
'Qui t'a dit que tu etais nu? Est-ce que tu as enfreint mon commande
ment que je t'avais ordonne?' Alors Adam se rappela ma parole que 
j'avais dite: 'Ne t'inquiete pas, car c'est sur moi qu'en sera (la respon
sabilite) '. Et Adam dit: 'Seigneur, cette femme que tu m'as donnee, 
c'est elle qui m 'a seduit'. Alors il se tourna vers moi et me dit: 
'Qu 'as-tu fait?' Et je rappelai la parole du serpent et je dis: 'C'est 
Ie serpent qui m 'a seduite '. 

* J3 24. * Dieu repondit d Adam et lui dit: 'Pourquoi as-tu ecoute ton 
epouse et meprise mon commandement? Que la terre soit maudite en 
tes {]!uvres. Quand tu la travailleras, elle ne produira pour toi aucun 
fruit; elle ne t 'ojJrira que ronce et bardane. A la sueur de ton visage 
tu mangeras du pain. Sois avec de nombreux soup irs, laboure d grand 
labeur et tu (n ')auras (pas) de repos; tu auras faim et (ne) seras (pas) 
rassasie; tu soujJriras d cause de l'amertume et tu (ne) seras (pas) 
rassasie, tu (ne) gouteras (pas) a la douceur; tu souffriras de la 

p.126 chaleur et piitiras du froid; vous deviendrez pauvres II et (n')aurez 
(point) de richesses; vous mangerez et n'engraisserez pas; vous vous 
rechaujJerez au feu et (n')en aurez (pas) de chaleur. Vous chercherez 
a vous (tremper) dans les eaux et elles se retireront. Et les betes, 
sur qui tu regnais, se dresseront contre toi. Tu seras ajJaibli parce 
que tu n 'as pas garde mes commandements '. 

25. Dieu se tourna vers moi et me dit: 'Pourquoi as-tu ecoute Ie 
serpent et as-tu abandonne mes commandements que je t'avais ordonnes? 
Puisses-tu etre dans les peines et les douleurs; puisses-tu enfanter 

~ : om. a II «puis votre pere ... honte» ~ : «et il lui repondit 'Je 
suis ici, Seigneur, car j'etais nu et je me suis cache» a II «Dieu lui 
repondit et lui dit» ~: «alors Dieu dit 'Et» a II «est-ce que tu as 
enfreint ... ordonne ~ : «si ce n'est que tu as mange ce dont je t'avais 
interdit de manger" a II «alors Adam ... responsabilite» ~ : om. a II 
«et Adam dit ... c'est Ie serpent qui m'a seduite» ~ : «et illui repondit 
'C'est cette femme qui me l'a ordonne! Et Dieu me commanda 
'Pourquoi as-tu fait cela?' Et je lui repondis 'C'est Ie serpent qui m'a 
seduite'» a; ab his uerbis deficit a, extat tantum ~ 



LE LIVRE D'ADAM GEORGIEN 251 

de nombreux en/ants et, lorsque tu en/an teras, tu desespereras de ta 
vie a cause des tourments et des douleurs. (Tu te promettras), si jamais 
tu te sauves dans ta peine, de ne plus retourner vers (ton man) et 
tu endurciras ton C(l?ur en vue du grand combat que Ie serpent a 
institue avec toi. (Mais puisses-tu) retourner aussit6t au meme point, 
en/anter ta progeniture dans la douleur et revenir en mendiante vers 
ton mari, et lui aura maitrise sur toi'. 

• a~ 26. * Quand il m 'eut dit tout cela, il s'irrita de colere contre Ie 
serpent: 'Meurs toi aussi et sois maudit parmi tous les muets animaux. 
Puisses-tu etre prive de la nourriture que tu manges et que la terre 
te serve de pitance tous les jours de ta vie. Puisses-tu aller sur ta 
poi trine et sur ton ventre: tes mains et tes pieds te seront enleves. 
Que tu n'aies plus ni oreilles ni ongles et qu'il ne te reste plus Ie 
moindre membre! Que te condamne la venerable croix que mon 
fils prendra sur la terre, it cause du scandale (dont) tu as scandalise 
Adam. Mais puisses-tu etre de nouveau ecrase et brise (?) it cause 
de la mechancete de ton creur, et je mettrai une inimitie entre toi 
et la progeniture de la femme: elle guettera ta tete et toi tu guetteras 
son talon jusqu'au jour du jugement'. 

p. 125- 24 
126 «et tu (n')auras (pas) de repos ... (pas) de chaleur» negationes add. 

Kurc. nihil praebet cod. 

p. 126 24 
«vous (tremper) lege ilto(bvodiO Uto cod. 

25 
(vers ton mari) scripsi (= k'mrisa senisa) k'ueq'anad (= «vers la 
terre») cod. 

26 
«quand il m'eut dit ... Ie serpent» f3 : ab his uerbis rursus incipit 
a «et Dieu dit au serpent» II «meurs toi aussi ... muets animaux» a : 
«sois maudit parmi toutes les betes» f3 II «tes mains ... croix» a : 
«tes mains, tes pieds et tes oreilles te seront enleves, ainsi que tes 
ailes et la vraie croix te jugera» f3 II «scandalise Adam» f3 :« scandalise» 
a II «mais puisses-tu etre de nouveau ecrase» a : «sois amoindri» f3 I I 
«et brise» f3 : «et renforce» (?) a (gansxeul) II «au jour du jugement» 
a : «au jourd d'aujourd'hui» f3 II 
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27. Ainsi dit Dieu et il ordonna de nous faire sortir tous deux 
p. 127 du paradis. Adam priait les anges I I et il leur dit: 'Laissez-moi prier 

Ie Seigneur; qui sait? Le Seigneur me donnera peut-etre une peni
tence pour ce que j'ai fait et je ne sortirai pas du paradis. Alors les 
anges nous laisserent demander. Adam priait Ie Seigneur et s'ecria: 
'Je fen prie, Seigneur, pardo nne moi ce que j'ai fait'. Alors Ie Seigneur 
dit aux anges: 'Pourquoi avez-vous laisse d'ecarter Adam du paradis? 
Est-ce rna faute ou n'ai-je pas justement juge?' Alors les anges tom
berent contre terre et ils dirent en se prosternant devant Ie Seigneur: 
'Tu es juste, Seigneur, et ton jugement est droit'. 

28. Le Seigneur se tourna et dit a Adam: 'Tu ne pourras plus 
demeurer dans Ie paradis'. Adam repondit et dit au Seigneur: 'Je 
fen prie, Seigneur, donne moi de l'arbre de vie pour que j'en mange 
avant rna sortie du paradis'. Alors Ie Seigneur adressait la parole 
a Adam et lui dit: 'Tu n'en prendras plus du tout dans ta vie. J'ai 
poste des Cherubins brulants (?) et un sabre tournoyant pour Ie 
garder de toi de crainte que tu n'y goutes, ne deviennes immortel 

27 
«tous deux» a : om. ~ II «Adam priait» a : «comme il nous faisait 
sortir, Adam priait» ~ 

p. 127 27 
«et il leur dit ... ne sortirai pas du paradis» a : «il dit 'Laissez moi, 
qui sait ? ( ... ) une penitence pour ce que j'ai fait, afin que nous ne 
sortions pas du paradis» ~ II «alors les anges ... ce que j'ai fait» 
a : om. ~ I I «alors Ie Seigneur ... devant Ie Seigneur» a : «alors 
il dit aux anges 'Pourquoi avez-vous laisse de chasser Adam du 
paradis ? ( ... ) rna faute <...) justement juge?' Les anges tomberent 
contre terre, ils se prosternerent devant Ie Seigneur et (lui) dirent» 

~ II 
28 
«Ie Seigneur se tourna ... au Seigneur» a : «il se tourna vers Adam 
et lui dit 'Tu n'es plus a demeure dans Ie paradis'. Adam lui repondit 
et (lui) dit ~ II «adressait la parole» a : om. ~ II «j'ai poste ... garder 
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et ne te vantes en disant: 'Je ne mourrai pas pour I'eternite'; mais 
tu meneras Ie combat que I'ennemi a mene contre toi. Et si tu sors 
du paradis et que tu saches te garder de tout mal, tu mourras et, 
apres fa mort, tu te refeveras dans fa resurrection future, Alors, certes, 
je te donnerai de l'arbre de vie et tu seras immortel pour l'eternite', 

p, 128 29. Quand Ie Seigneur eut dit cela II if ordonna de nous <chasser) 
du paradis, 

Votre pere pleurait devant les anges; mais eux lui dirent: 'Qu'est 
(ceci) et que ferons-nous de toiT Alors votre pere leur repondit et 
leur dit: 'Voici que je sors. Maintenant je vous prie qu'au moment 
present de rna sortie je puisse prendre un parfum du paradis pour 
que, lorsque je sortirai, j'offre un parfum de bonne odeur et que 
Dieu veuille m'ecouter'. Or les anges Ie lui permirent et il prit quatre 
parfums odorants: Ie nard, Ie safran, Ie roseau, la cinamonne; voila 
ce qu'Adam emporta du paradis sur la terre. 

30. Maintenant done, mes fils, je vous ai appris toute la fa~on 
dont nous fUmes trompes et je vous prie de vous garder vous-memes 
et que vous ne cessiez de faire Ie bien », 

de toi» a : «j'ai etabli des cherubins et un cimeterre tournoyant a 
double tranchant qui Ie garde» P II (me te vantes en disant» a : 
«ne te vantes alors» P I 1« et si tu sors» P :« si tu sors» a I I «tu mourras 
... future» P : «alors tu pourras dire 'Je mourrai et < ... ) la mort je me 
releverai dans la (vie) future» a II «I'arbre de vie» p : «I'arbre du 
paradis» a 

p. 128 29 
«il ordonna de nous <chasser) P (lege gamodz<ax)ebay) : gamodzebay 
cod. om. a II «du paradis» P : «dans Ie paradis» a II «qu'est (ceci) 
et» a : om. P I I «leur repondit ... de rna sortie» a : «repondit aux 
anges 'Voici que je pars maintenant; (mais) je vous prie» P II «or 
les anges Ie lui permirent et il prit» a : «et il <fit) sortir (lege 
gamovl<ina) : gamovlo cod.) du paradis» P I I «voila ee ... surla terre» a : 
«voila ee que prit Adam et il sortit du paradis» P 

30 
«maintenant done» a : «et maintenant» P II «et je vous prie ... Ie 
bien» a : «pour que vous vous gardiez vous-memes» P 
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[Mort et funerailles d'Adam] (= Vie grecque 31-43, Vie latine XL VIII) 

31. Voila done ce que dit Eve au milieu de ses fils quand Adam 
se coucha dans sa maladie. Et Ie deuxieme jour son arne fut sur Ie 
point de sortir de son corps. Eve dit a Adam: «Pourquoi es-tu seul 
a mourir, tandis que je suis en vie? Et jusqu'a quel moment Ie serai-je? 
Et qu'adviendra-t-il de moi apres ta mort? Apprends Ie moi». Alors 
Adam dit a Eve: "Ne te fais pas de souci, quoi que tu aies fait. 
Si nous devons mourir tous les deux, toi aussi tu seras placee pres 
de moi. Et si je suis seul a mourir, ne me bouge pas de rna place, 
jusqu'a ce que Dieu te donne un ordre a mon sujet, car Ie Seigneur 

II p. 129 ne m'abandonnera pas, mais bien plutot II il recherchera Ie vase 
qu'il a cree. Leve toi et adresse une priere a Dieu pour que mon 
arne soit remise aux mains de mon createur. Car je ne sais pas com
ment je vais arriver pres du createur de toute chose, et s'il est irrite 
contre moi ou s'il va m'accueillir». 

32. Alors Eve se leva et elle sortit de chez Adam. Elle fit peni-

p. 128 31 
«Voila done ... quand» a : «quand Eve eut dit cela a ses fils» P I I 
«et Ie deuxieme» a : «Ie deuxieme» P II «son arne» P : son (a)me a 
ufi pro sufi I I «es-tu seul a mourir» a : «meurs-tu» P I I «et jusqu'a .,. 
apres ta mort» a : «et combien de moments passerai-je (encore) avec 
et apres toi? Et comment serai-je? Que doit-il m'advenir apres ta mort?» 
P I I «et si je suis seul a mourir» P : «si je meurs» a I I ne me bouge 
pas» P : «qu'on ne me bouge pas» a 

p. 128- 31 
129 «car Ie Seigneur ... qu'il a cree» a : «afin que Dieu ne m'oublie pas, 

mais bien plutot recherche Ie vase qu'il a cree. Maintenant» p 

p. 129 31 
«pour que mon arne ... de mon createur» a : «pour remettre ton 
arne et la mienne aux mains du createur» P II «de toute chose ... 
m'accueillir» a : «de toute arne et s'il est irrite contre moi ou me 
fera misericorde» P 

32 
«de chez Adam» a «de chez lui» P II <de t'ai offense Dieu ... je 
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tence et s'ecria: <de t'ai offense, Dieu; je t'ai offense et j'ai peche 
devant toi, J'ai peche devant tes anges elus, j'ai peche devant les 
Cherubins, j'ai peche devant ton saint autel, j'ai peche devant les 
generations des cieux, j'ai peche devant les oiseaux des cieux, j'ai 
peche devant les betes de la terre. Je t'ai offense, Dieu, par toute 
rna convoitise, dans ta creation toute entiere. Je vous prie toutes, 
vous les creatures du cie! et de la terre, priez pour moi Ie Seigneur 
de toute chose». 

Tandis qu'Eve etait a genoux pour prier, soudain s'approcha Michel, 
l'ange d'humanite,24 et il releva Eve en lui disant: «Releve toi de 
ta penitence, car Adam, ton epoux, est sorti de sa chair. Leve toi 
et vois son arne, comme il I'a deja presentee a son createur». 33. Eve 
se leva et mit sa main sur son visage et l'ange remonta en disant 
a Eve: «Eleve tes yeux et sors des soucis de la terre». 

Or, quand Eve eut eIeve ses yeux vers Ie ciel, e!le vit des chars 
de feu et une lumiere qui montait (portee) par quatre (vents) 25 : 

t'ai offense Dieu» a : «je t'ai offense devant tes anges, j'ai peche 
devant les cherubins, j'ai peche devant ton aute!, j'ai peche devant 
toi, Seigneur, j'ai peche devant la lumiere du Saint, j'ai peche devant 
les oiseaux du cie! et les betes de la terre, je t'ai offense, Seigneur» 
~ I I «tandis qu'Eve etait a genoux pour prier» a (cf. Vie gr. 32 
"En of; EOX0I-U';V11e; 'tfie; Eoae; bei L<l y6va'ta ao'tfie; 000'11e;) : «comme 
Eve prononc;ait cette priere» ~ II «et il releva Eve en lui disant» a 
«il releva Eve» ~ II «presentee» a : «presente son arne» ~ 

33 
«son visage» a :om. ~ II «et l'ange .. , a Eve» a : «l'ange se leva, 
remonta et dit» ~ II «et sors ... quand Eve» a : «et vois; eloigne 
toi de la terre (et) tu verras. Or quand elle» ~ II «de feu ... qui 
montait» a : «de lumiere qui s'elevaient» ~ II «quatre (vents)>> 
lege o{x{a (k'ar(a) Kurc. (cf. p. 132, 38: «sur les vents des Cheru
bins») : om. cod. 

24 Traduction litterale du grec. Faut-il comprendre «it figure humaine»? 
25 Le rapprochement indique dans l'apparat critique confirme cette restitution de 

K·urc·ikidze. II est vraisemblable que Ie traducteur georgien a confondu (par ex. au 
gen. pI.) 6 ciE'r6<; <d'aigle» et 6 ciirrl1<; «Ie souffle de vent». 
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p.130 ils etaient si resplendissants II qu'il n'est pas de (propos) ressem
blant pour Ie dire, qu'il n'etait pas possible de les imaginer, ni du 
cote du ventre, ni du cote du dos 26, et des anges guidaient ces chars. 
Et quand ils furent arrives it I'endroit ou etait Ie pere, Ie char s'arreta 
et les Seraphins se tinrent entre lui et le(s) char(s). Et je vis, moi, 
Eve, trois encensoirs d'or, (trois) coupes et trois anges qui venaient 
rapidement sur I'autel. Ces anges prirent du charbon ardent, Ie mirent 
dans l'encensoir et poserent l'encensoir sur (I'autel). Et, tandis qu'ils 
souffiaient, la fumee montait et voila les assises du ciel. Les anges 
glotifiaient (Dieu), ils se prosternaient devant lui, gemissaient et disaient : 
«Dieu, pardo nne it Adam car il est ton image et I' ouvrage de tes 
mains: il est ta creature». 

34. Et je vis, moi, Eve, deux grandes lumieres prosternees dans 
la crainte devant Dieu, et je pleurai et dis it mon fils Seth: «Releve 
toi d'aupres du corps de ton pere, viens vers moi et vois ce que 
tes yeux n'ont pas vu, it propos d'Adam, ton pere». 35. Alors Seth se 

p. 130 33 
«ils etaient si resplendissants ... imagineD) a : «ils resplendissaient 
tellement qu'il n'etait pas de (propos) ressemblant pour Ie dire et 
qu'il est (sic) possible» ~ II «ces chars ... Ie pere» a : «(tout) cela 
vers ou se trouvait votre pere. Et» ~ II «entre lui et les chars» a : 
«sur les chars» ~ II «d'or» a : om. ~ II «(trois) coupes» ~ : om. 
a I I «et trois anges qui venaient» a : «ils vinrent» ~ I I «Ie mirent 
... par dessus (I'autel) ~ : «et poserent l'encensoir par dessus (I'autel)>> 
a II «et tandis .. , du ciel» a : «tandis qu'on souffiait, la fumee de 
I'encensoir montait et voilait les assises des cieux» ~ II «devant lui, 
gemissaient» a : «devant Diem) ~ II «il est ta creature» a : om. ~ 

34 
«devant Dieu» ~ : «devant lui» a II «de ton pere ... ton pere» a 
«de celui-ci et viens pres de moi, pour que je voie ce que personne 
n'a vu (concernant) ton pere Adam» ~ II 

26 Contre-sens du georgien. II faut comprendre, d'apnls la Vie grecque: «il n'etait 
pas possible a quelqu'un ne du ventre de dire leur gloire ou de voir leur face». 
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leva et vint pres d'Eve, sa mere, et il lui dit: «Pourquoi pleures-tu? 
Leve tes yeux et vois les sept cieux ouverts, et vois la ressemblance 
du pere, Adam, comme elle est devant Dieu, et tous les anges prient 
pour lui et disent: «Pardonne, Dieu, it Adam, car il est ton image 

p, 131 et ton semblable, parce que c'est toi qui l'as cree» II «Qu'est-ee 
done, fils Seth, est-ee que ees Indiens livrent Ie sang de mon epoux?, 
car ils etaient devant Dieu», 36. Seth repondit it Eve et lui dit: «Non 
pas ainsi, mere, N'as-tu pas reconnu (qui sont) ceux que tu as appeles 
Indiens dans ces couleurs de sang?» Eve repondit: <de ne les connais 
pas, mon fils». Seth lui repondit et dit: «Ce sont Ie solei I et la 
lune: ils se sont prosternes et ils prient pour Adam, mon pere». 
- «Ou est la lumiere du solei!, car elle n'est plus avec lui, et pourquoi 
est-il ainsi obscurci?» Seth repondit et dit it Eve: «parce que sa 
lumiere a ete eclipsee devant Ie Dieu de toute chose et sa lumiere 
est (devenue) sombre par crainte de Dieu». 

37. Comme Seth disait cela it Eve, aussitot un grand ange souf-

35 
«alors Seth ... pleures-tu?» a : «alors il vint et me dit 'pourquoi 
pleures-tu' Je lui repondis» ~ I I «du pere» a : «de ton pere» ~ II 
«prient pour lui» a : «prient Dieu pour lui» ~ II «pardonne ... 
semblable» a : «pardonne it Adam toutes ses transgressions car il 
est ton image et ta ressemblance» ~ I I 

p. 131 35 
«qu'est-ce done ... epoux» ~ : «0 mon fils Seth est-ce que ces Indiens 
ne livrent pas Ie produit de son sang» a 

36 
«repondit it Eve» a : «lui repondit» ~ II «non pas ainsi, mere» a 
om. ~ II «n'as-tu pas reconnu ... sang» a : «n'as-tu pas reconnu qui 
sont, rna mere, ceux dont tu as parle, it propos de la couleur de 
sang» ~ II «Eve repondit .,. mon fils Seth» a : om. ~ II «ils se sont 
prosternes» a : «eux aussi se sont prosternes» ~ I I «et dit it Eve» a : 
«et lui dit» ~ II «sa lumiere est (devenue) sombre» a : «la lumiere 
du solei I s'est assombrie» ~ 

37 
«comme ... disait cela» a : «voilit done ce que Seth disait» ~ II 
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fla de la trompette et tous les anges qui etaient prosternes sur leur 
visage se redresserent. lis priaient pour Adam et criaient d'une voix 
redoutable en disant: «Beni est Dieu, par toute benediction. Tu as 
fais grace au protoplaste». 

* a * Et quand les anges eurent dit ces mots, (Dieu) envoya vers lui 
(= Adam) l'un des Seraphins a six ailes. (Celui-ci) emmena Adam 
vers Ie marais de l'<A)cheron, il l'y trempa trois fois, puis il Ie 
ramena devant Dieu et (Adam) demeura prosterne sur son visage 
environ trois heures. Apres quoi Dieu etendit sa main depuis son 
trone, il releva Adam et Ie remit a Michel et il lui dit: «Emporte 
Ie dans Ie troisieme ciel, au paradis, et place Ie devant l'autel jusqu'au 
jour de l'Economie que je medite, a l'egard de tous les (etres) de 

p. 132 chair, avec mon fils bien aime I I. 38. Alors Michel emporta Adam 
dans Ie lieu que Dieu avait commande et tous les anges psalmodiaient 
la psalmodie des anges. lis celebraient ce prodige : la remission d'Adam 
et la promesse d'une (vie) future. 

Apres quoi Michel cria vers Dieu et Dieu ordonna de sonner de 
la trompette et que tous les anges s'assemblassent devant Dieu, chacun 
en son ordre: ceux qui avaient un encensoir, ceux qui avaient un 
psalterion et ceux qui sonnaient de la trompette. Et voici que Ie 
Seigneur de Sabaoth monta sur les vents des Cherubins, et des anges 
(venus) des sept cieux Ie precedaient et ils vinrent sur la terre, a 
l'endroit ou se trouvaient les (restes) cqarnels d'Adam et tous les 
anges chantaient ses louanges. Et (Dieu) atteignit d'abord son paradis, 
et toutes les fleurs du paradis, avec leurs suaves senteurs, s'emurent 
a la suave senteur de la gloire de Dieu. Tous les fils d'Adam (en) 
perdirent Ie souffle, a l'exception unique de Seth, car il etait fils 
de la grandeur de Dieu. 

39. Et quand Ie Seigneur fut arrive au corps d'Adam tombe (a 
terre), Ie Seigneur s'affligea pour lui et lui dit d'une voix de tristesse: 
«Si tu avais garde mes commandements, tu ne serais pas tomb<': 

«d'une voix redoutable» ~ (cf. Vie gr. 37 <pwvilv <po~£puv) : «a voix 
haute» a II «en disant» a : om. ~ II «Beni est Dieu ... protoplaste» ~ : 
«tu es beni, Seigneur, toi qui as eu pitie du protoplaste» a; ab his 
uerbis deficit ~, extat tantum a II «Ie marais de 1'<A)cheron» (cf. 
Vie gr. 'Lilv aXEpoucrav A1llvllV = tbasa mas k'erovanisasa) 
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en ce lieu et ton ennemi n'aurait pu voir qu'il t'a fait chasser en 
ce lieu. Toutefois je changerai sa joie en peine et je te ramenerai 
vers ce royaume et je te ferai asseoir sur Ie trone de ton ennemi, 
lit ou il s'etait assis, pres d'ou fut decouverte sa rebellion. II tombera 
au lieu (ou) tu (es) et il te verra en cet (autre) lieu siegeant sur un 
trone », 

XLVIII. 40. Et apres cela, Dieu donna un ordre a Michel et 
(celui-ci) ramena (Adam) au paradis, qui est dans Ie troisieme ciel. 
lis saisirent trois sua ires de toile 27 (?) pites, et Dieu dit a Michel 
et a Gabriel: «Deployez ces suaires et enveloppez Ie corps d' Adam 
et prenez de l'onguent de I'arbre d'olive et versez en sur lui». Et 
trois anges I'(en) revetirent et quand ils (en) eurent revetu Ie corps 
d'Adam, Dieu leur dit: «Prenez aussi Ie corps d'Abel, saisissez 
d'autres suaires et revetez I'en, lui aussi, car il est reste gisant a nu 
depuis Ie jour ou Ie mechant Cain I'avait tue». Or, il avait voulu 
I'ensevelir dans la terre et il ne I'avait pu, parce que son corps 
ressortait de la terre, Car une voix s'etait fait entendre depuis Ie 
ciel et lui avait dit: «II ne pourra pas etre enfoui dans la terre, 
a moins que celui qui a ete cree tout d'abord ne retourne a la terre 
dont il a ete cree». Alors il I'avait transporte sue un roc et il y etait 
reste etendu jusqu'a la mort d'Adam. Ainsi les anges Ie prirent et 
Ie revetirent comme son pere. Dieu ordonna de les transporter to us 

p. 133 les deux en direction II du paradis, du cote de I'orient, dans Ie 
lieu ou Dieu avait pris de la terre et avait cree Adam, Et Dieu ordonna 
a Michel de creuser. Et Dieu envoya sept anges au paradis: ils 
ramasserent beaucoup d'aromates du paradis et ils les apporterent 
pres d'eux, Puis ils envelopperent les deux corps, les deposerent au 
tombeau et les recouvrirent (de terre). 41. Alors Dieu se tourna et 
appela Adam, Le corps d'Adam lui repondit depuis la terre et dit: 
«Voici (Seigneur)>>. Et Ie Seigneur lui dit: «Voici, comme je t'ai 

p, 133 41 
(Seigneur) (= up'alo) scripsi: p'arao codd. 

21 Le georgien ecrit ici: armenakni sindisani «des suaires de (toile de) Sind»; 
peut-etre faudrait-il lire armenakni sind<on>isani «des suaires de linceul», pour con
server Ie mot crtvorov, atteste d'ailleurs dans les textes grec et latin, 



260 J.-P. MAHE 

dit, que tu es terre et tu es retourne vers la terre, rna is je te ressusciterai 
de la resurrection que je t'ai promise, au jour de la resurrection». 

42. Or, apn!s cela, Dieu prit Ie sceau triangulaire et il scella Ie 
sepulcre d'Adam et il dit: «Que per sonne n'y touche durant ces 
six jours, jusqu'a ce que ta cote retourne vers toi». Alors Dieu re
monta au ciel superieur, et les anges, chacun a son office. Mais Eve 
avait defailli en voyant tout cela. Eve pleurait et voulait voir ou 
I'on avait mis Adam, car elle ne Ie savait pas. Quand Ie Seigneur 
etait descendu sur la terre, tous les arbres du paradis ne (surpasse
rent> pas (sa> suave odeur (parce que> tout ce qui a souffle defaille 
devant lui. Jusqu'a I'enveloppement et la mise au tombeau d'Adam, 
per sonne n'en sut rien sauf Seth. 

Donc Eve priait (et) pleurait pour que (Dieu) I'emmenat, lui revelat 
Ie lieu ou I'on avait mis Adam. Et quand sa priere fut finie, elle dit: 
«Seigneur, ne me laisse pas etrangere au lieu d'Adam, mais ordonne 
moi, a moi aussi, (d'etre) avec lui, comme nous etions tous deux 
dans Ie paradis, inseparables I 'un de I'autre; ne nous separe pas 
dans notre mort, mais ou tu I'as pose, (pose) moi egalement». Et 
apres cette priere, elle remit son arne. 

43. Et I'ange Michel vint et enseigna a Seth comment revetir Eve. 
Trois anges vinrent et ils prirent Ie corps d'Eve et ils la placerent 
ou ils avaient place Ie corps d'Adam. Apres quoi, I'ange Michel lui 
disait: «Revetez de cette sorte tout mort qui mourra, jusqu'a la mort 
de tous les hommes». Quand il eut enseigne tout cela a Seth, il 
s'61eva vers Ie ciel d'en haut; loin de Seth, et illui dit: «Ne pleurez pas 
les morts plus de cinq jours et Ie septieme jour rejouissez-vous, car 
c'est ce jour que s'est repose Ie Dieu de toutes (choses) qui sont 
creatures du Seigneur». 

A lui la gloire et l'honneur et I'adoration, avec Ie Pere et l'Esprit
Saint, main tenant et toujours, et de siecle en siecle, Amen. 

42 
«ne (surpasserent> pas (sa> suave odeur (parce que>>> scripsit Kurc. : 
nihil praebent codd. pro interclusis uerbis 
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1. Greek Antecedents of Gnosticism? 

It is not my intention, in this paper, to contribute to the perennial 
discussion about the origins, so-called, of Gnosticism. I have no desire 
to ferret out ideas or factors which 'produced' Gnosticism. There are 
several reasons for this abstinence. The most obvious of these is that 
such knowledge of Gnosticism as I may believe to possess is derivative; 
I do not belong to the elect who have access to the sacred books, found 
in Egypt, in their original translation, and have only read part of 
the literature in Greek and a very small part, no doubt, of the 
scholarly literature. Some compensation for this lack may perhaps be 
found in my claim to belong to the outer circle of admirors of the 
distinguished student of Gnosticism to whom this volume is presented. 
Over the years, I may, to some extent, have been initiated by Professor 
Quispel himself. 

There is another reason why I am reluctant to stake out claims for 
Gnostic origins. I have come to believe that the question concerning 
the origins of what is original is not necessarily seminal. Take Greek 
philosophy. For all its links with the pre-philosophic past, this is 
something novel right from the start. I submit that it is impossible 
to offer a full historical explanation of what is sui generis; if what 
is original could be deduced, so to speak, from what precedes it just 
as, according to Aristotle, the conclusion of a syllogism is already 
contained in its premisses, there would no longer be anything novel 
to explain (except, perhaps, the art of combining the premisses, but 
this is not how such things happen). There are important respects, 
for instance, in which Presocratic cosmogony links up with the cosmo
gony of myth. What counts, however, is the differentia specifica. 
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Perhaps Professor Quispel will agree. If I understand him correctly, 
he is, at any rate, convinced (with Jonas) that there is a psychological 
or existentialist explanation for the Gnostic frame of mind. 1 I take 
this to imply the assumption that a person or persons made a personal, 
original and decisive contribution to the history of human thought 
and sensibility. 

There is a corollary to this assumption which, anyhow, I would be 
prepared to argue myself, viz. that what is novel to some extent 
influences and changes what was already there. Myth became 'myth' 
only when philosophy had arrived. Of course, this is not the whole 
picture, since myth or' 'myth' was able to influence philosophy because 
some philosophers, spurred on by hindsight, tried to distinguish philo
sophical elements in it or made use of mythological means for philo
sophical purposes. Conversely, people with a mythopoetic and religious 
bent of mind (Pherecydes, some Orphics, and, I dare say, certain 
Gnostics) adapted philosophical notions for religious and mythological 
purposes. On the other hand, however, novel developments may serve 
as a sudden eye-opener where ideas or facts from a more or less remote 
past are concerned. Ideas or their potential may remain dormant 
for any number of centuries; 2 many instances, such as e.g. 
the rediscovery of Stoic logic in our century, could be given. Jonas' 
famous philosophical rediscovery of Gnosticism is another such instance. 

Consequently, what I propose to do in the present paper is to open 
up the following question: is it possible, in Greek philosophy before 
the Christian era, to indicate elements or features which even a slight 
familiarity with the main tenets of Gnosticism may help us to under-

1 G. Quispel, Gnosis als Weltreligion, Zurich 21972, 36-38, taking up the epoch
making idea of H. Jonas, Gnosis und spatantiker Geist, I, G6ttingen 21963. - In order 
to be clearly understood I should perhaps add that, for my part, I do not believe 
in an existentialist interpretation. I am more concerned with the 'how' than with the 
'why' of Gnosticism. I do believe, however, that one should not philosophize about 
'hows' and 'whys' by playing off abstractions against one another in the manner of 
e.g. J. Taubes, Der dogmatische Mythos der Gnosis, in M. Fuhrmann (ed.), Terror 
und Spiel. Probleme der Mythenrezeption, Munchen 1971, l45ff., a paper followed by a 
very confused discussion (ib., 379ff.), into which R. Merkelbach vainly tried to infuse 
some sense. 

2 Cf. W. Burkert, Plotin, Plutarch und die platonisierende Interpretation von Heraklit 
und Empedokles, in Kephalaion (Festschr. de Vogel), Assen 1975, 137ff., on the 
rediscovery of Empedocles' Katharmoi by Platonists from the 1st cent. A.D. onwards. 
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stand somewhat better? There is a related question which, although 
it lies beyond the edge of my competence, I shall not be able to avoid 
all together : could such ideas possibly have appealed to a Gnostic, i.e. 
have lent themselves to an interpretatio Gnostica? I shall try to look 
for part of an answer to the first question by concentrating on the 
vexing problem of the Evil Demiurge and his Associates and of the 
Bad World. And I should perhaps add at this point that I do not pretend 
that 'anticipations' of Gnostic ideas are to be looked for in the Greek 
sphere only. On the contrary: a study of some Gnostic texts and of 
some of the learned literature, much of it written by Professor Quispel, 
has convinced me that also Jewish, (Iranian, and Egyptian) 'antece
dents' have to be taken into account. 

By and large, Greek philosophical cosmology is positive and opti
mistic. This holds especially for Plato, and for Aristotle and the Stoics, 
who have been decisively influenced by Plato in this respect. This, 
however, does not imply that such optimistic views were proposed 
or accepted without argument, or that no difficulties were sensed at all. 
There were even exceptions (the Epicureans).3 But the mainstream 
of Greek thought concerning the cosmos is optimistic; such less 
positive views as can be found, are, as a rule, against the current, 
or are only introduced for the sake of an argument. 

However, Plato, after all, both continued and reacted against the 
ideas of his predecessors. If one wants to look for ideas which may be 
linked with the notion of an evil Demiurge one should go back to 
the Presocratics, i.e. to Parmenides and Empedocles. There is no sign 
of pessimism in the Milesians (one could think of Anaximander, 
but in Anaximander, Vorsokr. Fr. 12Bl, cosmic injustice is simultane
ously cosmic justice, or at least answered by cosmic justice). Hera
clitus does not come into play because he explicitly stated that our 
world has not been made by any god or man, but is eternal (Vorsokr. 
Fr. 22B61). For the Pythagoreans see below, p. 292f. 

2. Parmenides 

Helped by 'Gnostic' hindsight, one may reconsider the thought of 
the great Parmenides. I give a short summary of his philosophy: 

3 See below. p. 309f. 
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Only Being exists in the full sense of the word, and only Being can 
be truly known (Vorsokr. Fr. 28B2, B8), but Being is not of this 
world, but "in itself' (Fr. 28B8, 29). The universe is a big mistake, 
to be explained or excused by reference to a confusion between Being 
and not-Being (Fr. 28B6, 9-10; B8, 40), which should have been - or 
rather should be - rigorously kept apart (Fr. 28B2; B8, 15-18). In 
this universe, men lead silly lives, analytically described by Parmenides 
in unflattering terms which he borrowed from passages in Greek 
literature dealing with the condition humaine 4 (Fr. 28B6). Eternal, un
changing Being cannot come into being, grow, or perish (Fr. 28B2; 
B8, 6-21). The world, on the other hand, has come into being and has 
developed and will perish (Fr. 28BI9). But Being remains forever 
unalterable in the bonds of three divine ladies: Justice (.MKTJ, Fr. 28B8, 
14), Necessity CAVUYKTJ, Fr. B8, 20), and Destiny (Moipa, Fr. B8, 27). 
Of these goddesses, Justice is specifically concerned with "separating" 
Being from not-Being, i.e. with keeping coming to be and passing 
away at bay (cf. Fr. B8, 13-18).5 

This raises a very difficult problem - one which, without over
statement, may be called the conundrum of the interpretation of 
Parmenides. If the inviolability of Being is vouchsafed by divine 
powers and if, indeed, according to Parmenides, it is absolutely un
thinkable that this should not be the case, in what way, then, is a 
confusion - both ontic and epistemic - between Being and not-Being 
possible? If Parmenides had remained silent about the universe, our 
exegetic problem would be minimal, but he gives us, in the second part 
of his poem, a cosmogony and cosmology which constitute a serious, 
original, and even influential theory of 'nature' in the Presocratic 
sense of the world (cf. also the goddess' announcement, Fr. 28Bl, 28-32). 
When I was a child, I believed that the vitium originis should be laid 
with men: men, by confusing Being and not-Being, would have fashioned 
the elements Light and Night from which the world is built. 6 Light 
and Night, again, constitute both the bodily frame and, simultaneously, 
the consciousness of men (Fr. 28BI6). Difficult in this explanation, 

4 See my dissertation, Die Offenbarung des Parmenides und die menschliche Welt, 
Assen 1964, Ch. I. 

5 lb., 263f. 
6 lb., 131 f., 144f., 214ff. 
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of course, is the implication that a mistake is made by entities whose 
very existence depends on the mistake's having been made. I still 
believe that this explanation is defensible: at Fr. 28B8, 53f. the goddess 
who is Parmenides' informant certainly puts the blame upon men, 
for it is they who, as she says, "have decided to name two Forms" 
(sc. the Elements), "in which they are mistaken". In the beginning, 
consequently, there is a human mistake. [There is not, at this time, 
a world, but only 'matter' - not, of course, in the later sense of an 
independent principle yet to be informed, but 'matter' already informed: 
the elements with their respective characteristics]. 

Recently, however, and perhaps rather tardily, another thought has 
crossed my mind, which supplements my earlier suggestion. The 
revealing goddess, loco cit., lines 51-52, says that Parmenides will learn 
about the [false! cf. Fr. 28B1, 30] opinions of men by hearing, so 
she says, "the deceiving structure of my words" (KocrllOV EllWV btt(Ov 
U1tU'tT]AOV).7 "Deceiving" - this rings a bell. Deceit was much practised 
by Greek gods upon each other and upon Greek mortals. 8 The account 
of the universe is yet a deceiving structure of words, and the universe 
itself9 is not the whole truth and nothing but the truth. Is the goddess, 
perhaps, suggesting that the responsibility for the origin of the universe 
is one she shares with men? Or is it, rather, another divinity 10 who 
is responsible for such a deception - a deception which, after all, 
produced something, apparently next to inviolate Being, which amounts 

7 For parallels to Koallov E1terov see L. Tanin, Parmenides, Princeton N.J. 1965, 
221 n. 50. Significantly, Empedocles says to his pupil Pausanias: au o· UKOUE A,oyou 
atoA,ov OUK U1tutTjA,OV, Vorsokr. Fr. 31B17, 26 (see W.J. Verdenius, Parmenides. Some 
Comments on his Poem (diss. Utrecht). Groningen 1942. Amsterdam 21964), 70); 
cf. below, p. 283. 

8 Cf. Verdenius, Parm., 58f.; M. Untersteiner, The Sophists, Oxford 1954, 108fT., 
185fT.; H. PfeifTer, Die Stellung des parmenideischen Lehrgedichts in der epischen 
Tradition, Bonn 1975, 39 and 40 n. 2. A.P.D. Mourelatos, The Route of Parmenides, 
New Haven/London 1970, 222 f., esp. 259f., splendidly investigates the second part 
of the poem as "a Study in Deception". I have learnt much from a paper (to be 
published in a collective volume) read by Professor Verden ius during the 3rd Int. 
Coli. Anc. Philos., Bad Homburg Aug. 29th-Sept. 1st 1979. 

9 Having described the elements, the goddess says she will now give the "resem
bling ordering" (ouIKoallov E01Kom, Fr. 28B8, 60), sc. of the elements in question. 

10 In my diss., 271, 272, I suggested that the same divinity is concerned (AiKTj = 
revealing goddess = ouillrov of Fr. 28BI2), but I knew that this identification is 
incapable of proof (ib., 272 n. I). See further below. 
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to a confusion between Being and not-Being? There is, at any rate, 
a goddess who is responsible for the elaboration and implementation 
of the original mistake: a goddess who supervises the "mingling" 
of the elements which results in the cosmos as inhabited by compound 
beings. II For in a fragment from the cosmogonical section of part two of 
the poem, when speaking of the elemental rings which are to become 
the· heavenly bodies, the revealing goddess mentions a goddess 'in the 
midst of these" (i':v bE ,.u:cr(j'l 'WlJ1;(oV), a "goddess who steers all things: 
for she commands the dreadful birth and coupling of all things, 
sending the female to couple with the male and the male, again, 
with the female" (bai/.lffiv 11 1tUVta KU~Epvq: /1tUVtffiV yap crwYEpoio 
tOKOU Kai /.li~lOC; apXEl / 1tE/.l1toucr' apcrEvl 9fjAU /.llyfjV to t'i':vavtiov 
aunc; / apcrEv 9TlA.utEP<P, Fr. 28B12, 3-6). It is she who, "first of all 
the gods, created Eros" (1tpwncrtov /.lEV VEpffita 9Erov /.lTlticrato 1tuv-' 
tOW, Fr. 28BI3). Aristotle, commenting on Fr. B13, says Parmenides 
speaks of Eros "in his exposition of the origin of the universe" (Met. 
A 4, 984b25 f.). Plutarch gives a name to the goddess: Aphrodite, 
and tells us that the line is from the cosmogony (Amat. 756F).12 
Simplicius not only tells us that this goddess created the other gods 
(9EroV ahiav),13 but adds, in tantalizingly cryptic words, that she 

11 F. Solmsen, Nature as Craftsman in Greek Thought, in JHI 1963, [473ff. (repr. 
KI. Schr. I, Hildesheim 1968, 332ff.)], 475 (= KI. Schr. I, 334) appears to suggest 
that Parmenides' daimon is a sort of proto-Demiurge; cf. also my diss., 215. 

12 See H. Martin Jr., Plutarch's Citation of Empedoc/es at Amatorius 756 D, in 
GRBS 1.969, 57ff., and below, p. 268. For the scope of the activities of the goddess 
see Verdenius, Parm. 6-7 (what he says holds good even if his - and Frankel's -
interpretation of tv ... J.ltcrCj) is not accepted). - For the correct reading of Vorsokr. 
Fr. 12,4 see D. Sider, in Phoenix 1979, 67f. 

13 Confirmed by Cic., ND I, 28 (Vorsokr. Fr. 28A37), who mentions "Bel/um, ... 
Discordiam, ... Cupiditatem ceteraque eiusdem generis" (cf. below, n. 51). This derives 
from a doxography which was more detailed (or contained other details) than Aet. 
11,7, I (that it did so follows from what Cicero says immediately before: "Parmenides 
quidem commenticium quiddam coronae similem efficit (m:gcpuvl]V appel/at), continentem 
ardorem lucis orbem [so the majority of ms., unnecessarily emended by editors], qui 
cingit caelum, quem appel/at deum" ("P. invents a purely faciful something like a crown 
(he calls it stephane), a ring containing fiery heat, who encompasses the heaven and 
whom he calls god". Cicero identifies the outer ring with god, not, as Aetius - who 
is anyhow mistaken here - the midmost of the mixed rings (see below, n. 17, and 
text thereto). With "continentem ardorem lucis orbem" cf. Aet., Vorsokr. I p. 224, 6 
vcp' <!> 1tUAlV 1tUpOOOl]~; for "ardorem lucis" cf. expressions such as Fr. 28BIO, 3 AUJ.l1taOO~ 
epy(a) aiOl]Aa, of the sun. See further below, p. 268 I). 
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has power over "the souls of men, which she sends now from the 
visible towards the invisible and then the other way round" (Kat ta~ 
\jIUX a~ nf:f.1n£l v non'; f.1tv EK tOl> Ef.1<pcivou~ d~ to a£lOt~, nott ot 
avcinaAlv, In Phys. 39, 20r. Diels. Simplicius had the poem before his 
eyes 14.15). Plutarch's identification of the goddess as Aphrodite appears 
to be no more than an inference, although it should be noted that it 
recurs at Fae. 927 A. 16 But we have another reference to the cosmo go
nical process in Parmenides own words, Fr. 28BIO,6-7, where it is 
said that it is "Necessity" who "bound Heaven so that it held the 
bonds of the stars" [w~ f.1lV (sc. oupav6v) ayoua(a) Enf:0lla£v 

14 I have called this an "indirektes Zitat" (o.c., 168); my earlier interpretation 
in terms of the psychology (pace Theophrastus) of Vorsokr. Fr. 28A46 (ib., 172) is 
probably too narrow-; cf below, n. 19. 

15 Aristotle, Plutarch and Simplicius are quoted Vorsokr_ ad Fr. 28B13; so also 
Plat., Symp_ 178 b [I95b-c should also have been quoted]. Arist., loc_ cit., 984b23 f, 
further quotes Hes., Th. 116f (incompletely): first Chaos, then Gaia and Eros (see 
West ad loc., Hesiod. Theogony, Oxford 21971, 195f.). Plato, loc cit, adds both Hesiod 
and Acusilaus [cf Vorsokr. Fr. 9B2], who, he says, agree with one another. - On 
Parmenides' cosmogony see also 1. S. Morrison, Four Notes on Plato's Symposium, in 
Cl. Qu. 1964, [42ff], 49f 

16 H. Diels, Parmenides. Lehrgedicht (Berlin 1897), \07, is sceptical about the 
identification at Amat_ 756. F.l. Hershbell, Plutarch and Parmenides, in GRBS 1972, 
193 ff., tentatively suggests that Plutarch had read the poem; I think this is certain. 
Martin, o_c., 61, 64 f., who treats both passages [note that Fac. 927 A is lacking in 
Vorsokr_ Ch. 28, being quoted only ad Fr. 3IB27, I, 333, 18f.] argues that Plutarch 
sets out to correct Plato and Aristotle, but seems to imply that Plutarch had no 
Parmenidean evidence upon which to base his identification. 

It is a definite possibility that Plato and Aristotle, in the doxographical passages 
at issue, used the sophist Hippias' compendium of "important and related ideas" (lU 
I!{;ymm Kui OI!OqlUAU) collected from "Orpheus" and "Musaeus" and "Hesiod" and 
"Homer" and "other poets and prose writers, both Greek and non-Greek" [Hippias, 
Vorsokr. Fr. 86B6; this capital reference to Orpheus - repeated Vorsokr. Fr. IAI3 -
has been missed by Kern]; see B. Snell, Die Nachrichten iiber die Lehren des Thales und 
die Anfiinge der griech. Philosoph ie- und Literaturgeschichte, in Philologus 1944, 170ff., 
repr. in C.l. Classen (ed.), Sophistik (WdF 178), Darmstadt 1976, 478ff., and W. 
von Kienle, Die Berichte iiber die Sukzessionen der Philosophen (diss. Berlin 1961), 38 ff. 
If this is acceptable, it becomes all the more remarkable that neither Plato nor 
Aristotle refers to an Orphic Eros, since elsewhere (Crat. 402b - Met. A3, 983b21 ff.) 
they quote Orphic lines or refer to Orphic ideas in such "Hippian" doxographic 
passages. It is also remarkable that no trace survives of Early Stoic interest in an 
Orphic Eros: Zeno interpreted that of Hesiod allegorically (SVF I, \04, \05). As yet, 
the only witness for an early (Orphic? this is not what he calls it) Eros is Aristoph_, 
Av. 693ff. (Vorsokr. Fr. IAI2, Orph. Fr. I Kern), but it should never be forgotten that 
Aristophanes' aim is to amuse, not to inform. See further below p. 291. 
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• A VUYKTj / m:ipat cXclV ump(J)v. Note (1) that in Fr. 28B1O the 
stars are distinguished from sun and moon and (2) that, according to 
Aet. II 15,7 = Vorsokr. Fr. 28A40a, Parmenides located the stars 
below the sun]. Necessity, then, is a more likely identification of the 
goddess than Aphrodite. There is some confirmation in Aet. II 7, 1 = 
Vorsokr. Fr. 28A37, I p. 224,8-10: the midmost of the mixed rings 
- this obviously derives from a not too accurate paraphrase of 
Fr. 28BIO, 1 [.17 - is for all of the cosmic rings the beginning and 
cause of "motion" (KlVijcrc(J)<;) and "coming into being (Ycv{:crc(J)<;), 
"and he also calls her steering goddess (oaiJlova Kupcpvfjnv, cf. Fr. 
28BIO, 3 oaiJl(J)v 11 ... KUpcPVi't) and holder of allotments (or lots, 
KATjPOUXov)18 and Justice (LliKTjV) and Necessity" CAVUYKTjV, cf. Fr. 
28BIO, 6). "Holder of allotments" - this should probably be connected 
with Simplicius' obscure statement 19 about the goddess, viz. that she 
sends the souls of men from the visible to the invisible and back. 
Support for this connection may be derived from Fr. 28BIO, 4: the 
goddess holds sway over "gruesome birth". "From the visible to the 
invisible" may mean from life to death, and "the other way round" then 

17 Friinkel, Wege und Formen Jruhgr. Denkens, Miinchen 21955, 183f.; for Cicero 
cf. above, n. 13. 

18 So the ms.; KAlJ/)oiixov Fiilleborn, Diels-Kranz (cf. Fr. 28BI, 14); J. Burnet, 
Early Greek Philosophy, London 41930, 190 n. 3, argues against this incommendable 
emendation. The word is analogous to e.g. crKTJ1twiixo~. Note that Phil., Vito Mos., 
1,255, has lJ/)ov Ei~ tOY KATJpOUXov {kav, and that Diels (!) conjectured KAlJ/)OUXou~ 
at Aet. mu. 73 tOY yap tEAElatUtOV 6pu"twv 1tEpi~OAOV KUt "toiJ~ i';v ~EPEt 1tEPIEXOV"tU 
KATJPOUXOU~ [this is about the universe and the lesser gods; cf. Aet. mu. 10 = Arist., 
De phil. Fr. 18 Rose/Ross and E. Bignone, L 'Aristotele perduto e la Jormazione .filo
sojico di Epicuro, II, Firenze 21973, 141]. In the myth of Er, Plat. Rep. X, 617, KAijPOl 
lie in the lap of Ananke's daughter Lachesis. - If, as I believe, Moira "holding the 
lots" is identical with the /)ui~O)v II mlvm KU~EPV~, it is permissible to quote Lucr. 
Y, 107: "Fortuna gubernans", cf. Aesch., Ag. 663-4, and, for "tUXTJ in early Greek 
thought, my diss., 13 ff, 20. 

19 W. Burkert, Das Pro6mium des Parmenides und die Katabasis des Pythagoras, in 
Phronesis 1969, [I ff], 28 f., argues convincingly that this is about metempsychosis. 
An interesting parallel to Simplicius' language is to be found Plut., An recte, 1129 F f, 
where Plutarch interweaves ideas culled from a variety of sources, exploiting them and 
subordinating them to his general theme that to be known is better than to be un
known: life is a gift of God, before birth man is a/)TJAO~, ... amv /)& YEvTJml, .. ' 
Ku9icrmml /)i1AO~ f;~ U&ijAOU KUt qJUVEPO~ i';~ a<puvoii~ (1129 F); Ei~ al/)&~ KUt aapuwv 
f]~wv amv /)lUAU9w~EV ~u/)i1;ov"tO)v (see H. D. Betz, Observations on Some Gnosticizing 
Passages in Plutarch, in Proc. Int. Coil. Gnosticism Stockholm 1973, Stockholm-Leiden 
1977, 169ff.). 
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pertains to birth; it is noteworthy that Parmenides associated life and 
light, death and darkness according to Theophrastus, De sensu 4 = 
Vorsokr. Fr. 28A46, I, 226, 13f. Aet. 11,7,1 - cited above - only 
deals with the divinity which is active in the universe. I have argued 
above that this divinity is perhaps not only responsible for arranging 
the elements, but also co-responsible for their being constituted (see 
p. 265f.). Aetius, loco cit., says the divinity is also in charge of the 
coming into being of the rings, which, however, need not mean more 
than that it constructs them out of elements that are already there. 

Ananke (Necessity), however, not only commands heaven, but is 
also one of the divine beings that hold Being in fetters (Fr. B8, 20). 
Can Aetius' statement - often ignored by scholars - that cosmic 
Ananke is also called Dike (Justice) be justified? There is not, as in 
the case of Ananke, evidence among the remains of the second part 
of the poem. In a remarkable passage of the prooemium (Fr. 28Bl, 
more about which shortly), however, Dike is said to guard the Gates 
of the paths of Night and Day (lines 11-14), which, if one translates 
the language of myth, means that she has power over the motions 
of the heavenly bodies;20 cf. K1VtlO'£ffi<; in Aet. 11,1,7, cited above. 
This agrees with the function of Ananke in Fr. 28BlO. Furthermore, 
in the same line which states that she guards the Gates, Dike is called 
"severely punishing" (tOW [sc. the Gates] Se ~iKll 1tOAD1t01 vo<; EX£1 
KAlliSu<; <lIlOl~OD<;, line 14). There is a definite suggestion here that 
Dike's function is not only cosmological, but also - as is only to be 
expected of Justice - has something to do with men in general. 
This, again, affords a transition to other epitheta and functions: 
"holder of allotments" (Aet.) and "she commands over birth" (parm.) 
would be apt characteristics of Moira (Destiny), who, like Dike and 
Ananke, holds Being in its bonds in the first part of the poem (Fr. 
28B8, 27; she is the last of the triad to be mentioned there). In the 
prooemium, the revealing goddess says to the poet-philosopher that 
it is "not evil destiny" which escorted him hither, but "right and 
justice" (Otl't£ 0'£ 1l0ipU KUKtl 1tPOU1t£/.11t£ v££0'9m / 'ttlvS' 6SOv ... / 
<lAM 9£111<; 't£ SiKll 't£, Fr. 28Bl, 26-28). "Evil destiny" sounds like 

20 Cf. Burkert, ib. 9f., esp. II : "Dike in ihter gleichsam astronomischen Funktion"; 
Pfeiffer, D.C., 54. 
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a euphemism for death (cf. II. XIII, 603); one is reminded of the 
"holder of lots" (KAllPOUXOV) and indeed of the goddess who, as 
Simplicius has it, sends the souls of men "from the visible towards 
the invisible" : for behind the Gates guarded by Dike lies the Palace 
of Night! (Fr. Bl, 9-11). "Righ! and justice" - indeed, it was Justice 
(Dike) who let him pass through the Gates. 21 "Not an evil destiny" 
amounts to : a good destiny. Moira has two faces, just as Dike, who 
is capable both of granting and of denying admission (she has to be 
persuaded, in the prooemium, to open up). In any case, the Moira 
which holds Being in its bonds (Fr. 28B8, 17) is not evil. 

There is, indeed, much to be said for the assumption that Justice, 
Necessity and Destiny are different names for one and the same female 
divine power, 1tOAA-rov OVOIlU"tO)V €lt(OVUIlOC;, which both reigns in the 
universe and dominates Being.22 [I would not, today, argue that this 
divinity is also the revealing goddess. 23] This, again, strengthens the 
assumption that divine deception plays a part in the being constituted 
of the elements, for the only forces capable of pretending to slacken 
the bonds of Being are, precisely, those who hold them. [Also, the 
fact that this formidable triad is necessary to keep Being fettered 
perhaps suggests that Being is prone to behave unbeingly - it would 
be wrong to say unbecomingly - if not closely and forcefully guarded]. 

What is there about this conception of the origin of the universe 
that could be called 'Gnostic'? First, the idea that the world of heaven 
and earth and of human life is absolutely inferior when compared 

21 Pfeiffer, o.c., 99, argues that 1l0ipU KUKT] and 9{;~!l~ n; liiKl] rE are ""formel
haft"; this does not appeal to me, especially because oun ... Iloipu KUKT] is also 
to be connected with Fr. 28BI, 24 OJ KOUP' a9uvurOlcrt (Juvuopo~ f]VIOXOlcrtV. In the 
company of such immortal guides, the obstacles of mortality are overcome. 

22 Cf. e.g. W. K. C. Guthrie, Hist. Gr. Phil., II, Cambridge 1965, 72; W. J. Ver
denius, Der LogosbegritJ bei Heraklit und Parmenides, II, in Phronesis 1967, [99ff.], 
100f.; Mourelatos, o.c., 25 f.; some scholars, as the present writer ·in his diss., include 
the revealing goddess. [It is noteworthy that in Empedocles' Katharmoi it is Ananke 
who has given the ""oracle" which is also ""an ancient decree voted by the gods" 
according to which the divinity (daimon) who sins by killing is condemned to metem
psychosis (Vorsokr. Fr. 31BI15, 1-2; cf. below, p. 284). G. Zuntz, Persephone, Oxford 
1972,403, points out that Empedocles' Ananke derives from Parmenides'. This would 
support our identification of the goddess at Parm. Fr. 28BI2, Simp!., In phys., loc. cit., 
etc.]. 

23 I accept the argument of my critics (Burkert, in Phronesis 1969, 13; Pfeiffer, O.C., 

103f.; Ch. H. Kahn, in Gnomon 1970, 113f.). 
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to the perfection of Being. Secondly, that 'something happened' which 
made this inferior world and its misguided inhabitants possible: a 
human error or self-deception, perhaps compounded with a decep
tion or error on the part of the divine; at the very least, divine powers 
are responsible for the (deceptive) elaboration of the original error. 
Thirdly, that the cosmo poetic powers are shared out among a plurality 
of divinities. Plato, who in the Timaeus spoke of other gods created 
by the Demiurge which construct, as demiurges of a lower order, our 
bodies and the mortal parts of our souls,24 was not the first to propose 
such a distinction. Parmenides has his cosmogonical goddess create 
Eros, who undoubtedly further carries out the task (the coupling) 
she is said to supervise at Fr. 28BI2,6-8, and other functions - not 
all of them pleasant - will have been delegated to the other created 
gods. Fourthly, the goddess who presides over the combination of 
the elements, i.e. directs the construction of the world, is placed "in 
the midst" of what are to be the heavenly bodies. If she is indeed the 
Ananke of Fr. 28BIO, it is she who binds the stars to heaven. This 
makes one think of the part played by the planetary Archons assisting 
the Gnostic Demiurge; indeed, in some Gnostic systems, the Demiurge 
as first Archon is put on top of the other seven. Fifthly, the goddess 
"commands" (apX£t, Fr. 28B12, 4). This is perhaps an innocuous word, 
although it has at least clear associations with Anaximander's invention, 
the arche that "surrounds and steers [KU~£pVav, cf. Parm. Fr. 28B12, 3] 
all things" (Vorsokr., Anaxim. Fr. l2Bl, A15, AII(l». In any case, 
it is also used - perhaps again innocuously - of the subaltern 
demiurgic gods, among whom are the heavenly bodies, by Plato (Tim. 
42e, apX£tv). However, P. Boyance, who pointed this out in a very 
perceptive paper, noted that Plato in two other passages calls the 
subaltern gods that administrate the world archontes (apxovw;, Pit. 
270d; Lg. X, 903b).25 He also reminds us that the lesser gods in the 
Timaeus are co-responsible for moral evil by constructing the inferior 
parts of our souls, and for physical evil to the extent that they construct 

24 Tim.4Iaff. 
25 Dieu cosmique et dualisme. Les archontes et Platon, in Origini (SHR XII), Leiden 

1967, [340ff.], 353-4. [On the Archons see now K. Rudolph, Die Gnosis, Giittingen 1978, 
66, 75, 82, III f.]. Solmsen's otherwise excellent analysis, o.c., 480ff. = 339ff., puts 
insufficient emphasis upon the distinction between Plato's Demiurge and his lesser gods. 
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our bodies (although these are the best possible), and he suggests 
that this distinction between the good Demiurge and the lesser gods 
prefigures that which, in Gnosticism, operates between the Highest 
God on the one hand and the Demiurge and Archon on the other. 26 

I would, at any rate, be prepared to defend the proposition that 
Plato's plurality of demiurges, to some extent of course, echoes that 
of Parmenides whom he very much admired [for the additional echo 
of Empedocles see below] - even if his First Demiurge, as he came 
to be called by later writers, is toto coelo different from the god
dess-in-the-midst-of-the-rings. In any case, in Parmenides, Plato, and 
the Gnostics, the lower demiurges are created by the first. 

Yet Parmenides' universe, however wrong it may be from an epistemo
logical and ontological point of view, is still the best of possible worlds. 
This constitutes a radical difference with Gnosticism. Not only each 
of the elements separately, but also the cosmos as a whole share in at 
least some of the fundamental characteristics of Being. 27 The informa
tion concerning the world which Parmenides is to receive is the best 
available (Fr. 28B8, 61). What is more, Parmenides really is a man 
with a scientific purpose; he systematically explains everything, from 
astronomical phenomena (Fr. 28B1O, Bl1, B14, B15, B15a) down 
to the determination of the sex of infants in the womb (Fr. 28B17, B18). 
Presumably, we should say that the world, such as it is, constitutes 
the best possible mistake. On the other hand, there is not, in Parme
nides, as there is in the Timaeus, a gradual lessening of perfection, a 
clear continuity from the highest to the lowest things. In Parmenides, 
there is and remains a gap between the encapsulated ball of Being and 
the universe, for all his and our efforts to bridge it. The fundamental 
question: how can this mistake, i.e. this universe, have happened, 
cannot be silenced. The reference to a mistake made by men and to divine 

26 O.c., 355-6. Boyance, however, tends to play down the difTerence between Plato's 
splendid Demiurge and that of the Gnostics. Tim. 42e, EIlEVEV EV 'tqi tuu'tou 1(U'tIi 

'tP01tOV ij9El is not "negatif' : Plot., Enn. V 4 [7], 2, describes the One in terms borrowed 
from precisely this passage. 

27 Each element is identical with itself, Fr. 28B8, 57-8; for Being, cf. B8, 29, 49. 
The universe is a plenum, Fr. B9, 3; for Being, cf. B8, 24. See further my diss., 134ff., 
15lf.; Verdenius, Parm., 46ff., and in Phronesis 1967, 116f.; Burkert, in Phronesis 
1969, 15; A.P.D. Mourelatos, Heraclitus, Parmenides, and the Naive Metaphysics of 
Things, in Exegesis and Argument (Festschr. Vlastos), Assen 1973, [16fT.], 42. 
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deceit is not exactly rational. The ideas of error, and of a gap between 
our world and what lies beyond, powerfully remind one of Gnostic 
thought. 

There is, I would say, a sixth element in the thought of Parmenides 
which may be pondered in connection with Gnosticism. 28 The poem, 
as we have seen, for the most part consists of a revelation; the prooemium 
describes the poet's journey to the revealing goddess, and tells us how 
she receives him. This journey may be read as going either in the 
upward direction towards some sort of heavenly region or as being 
directed towards the mythically remote ends of heaven and earth. 29 

However this may be, the revelation itself, as I argued in my disserta
tion, should at any rate be taken seriously,30 although it is not, as I 
would now like to add, a revelation pure and simple. The goddess is not 

28 The attempt was already made by H. Leisegang, Die Gnosis, Stuttgart 41955, 
364, though rather unsatisfactorily; besides, he unnecessarily called the prooemium 
'Orphic'. 

29 Upwards: cf. my diss., 244f.; Pfeiffer, O.C., 52f., 57ff. Catabasis: J. S. Morrison, 
Parmenides and Er, in JHS 1955, 59ff. To the remote ends of heaven, earth and 
Hades: Burkert, in Phronesis 1969, I ff. [Note that Er, who has to return to mankind 
as aYYEAOe, to tell what he has seen, travels to a place where heaven and earth and 
underworld are very near to one another; cf. also Hes., Th. 736-57]. Pfeiffer points 
out that Dike is one of the Horai (Hes., Th. 901 f.) and that, in Homer, these ladies 
guard the Gates of Heaven (II. Y, 749 f.); Burkert's parallels are equally impressive. 
What today, on the umpteenth reading of the prooemium, strikes me most of all 
is the contrast between (a) the clarity of the technical details (moving wheels, opening 
Gates) and (b) the majestic vagueness of the' topography. I admit (or rather still 
believe) that Fr. BI, 11 EVSU ltUAUl refers to the vicinity of the Palace of Night 
(ib., line 9), but one cannot be sure where exactly is this Palace. One is lead to 
believe that the precision concerning the technical details is somehow effective and 
compels acceptance of the other paraphernalia. In fairy-tales, too, some details can 
be very precise and realistic. In the words of Aristotle, De phil. Fr. 15 Ross (Synes.): 
'A. u~lOi tOue, TEAOUJ.!I;VOUe, ou J.!uSEiv 1:1 oEiv una ltuSEiv KUt OlUTE8fjVUl, 0llAovon 
YEVOJ.!I;VOUe, E1tlTlloEioue,. - R. J. Clark, Catabasis: Virgil and the Wisdom-Tradition, 
Amsterdam 1979, 33f. and n. 49, puts "Parmenides' ... experience" into the class 
of 'exstatic', not into that of 'catabatic' journeys ("a kind of astral travel .. , by a 
person's projected self'), but does not enter into the interpretative difficulties of the 
prooemium; it is useful to realize, however, that Parmenides belongs to what Clark 
calls the "wisdom-tradition". 

30 Diss., 247; 251 (for what I really should have said see Pfeiffer, o.c., 148 n. 0). 
Cf. Burkert, in Phronesis 1969, 15f. Pfeiffer, o.c., 149, argues that the prooemium is a 
"Iiterarische Fiktion", one of his reasons being that the poet uses traditional language 
and imagery; if this were true, no writer oflove poems should be believed to have ever 
been in love. I note that ib., 144-5, Pfeiffer says: "Es ist richtig, dass Parmenides die 
Epiphanie einer Gottin erlebt haben muss". 



274 J. MANSFELD 

just to be believed on her word; on the contrary, she offers rational 
arguments one is to judge for oneself (e.g. Fr. 28B7, 4-5)Y For all 
that, the prooemium describes what looks like - or is meant, seriously, 
to look like - a real experience. We start in medias res, when the 
poet is already on his way on the "path of the goddess" (aMv .,. 
8ui~ovOC;,32 Fr. 28Bl, 2-3), "far away from the walks of men", as the 
revealing goddess affirms when she welcomes the poet (Fr. 28Bl, 27). 
Undoubtedly, the philosopher-poet has been chosen c.q. is destined 
to receive his revelation (Fr. 28Bl, 26-28; B8, 61). In a way, the 
extraordinary things which happen here remind one of the Gnostic 
'Ruf,33 for instance of the opening scene of the Poimandres. 

The Gates of Day and Night at the borders of the universe 34 guarded 
by Dike through which the poet passes remind one of the central 
Gnostic tenet that the soul, on its way upwards, has to pass through 
each of the gates guarded by the Archons. 35 These Archons have to be 
persuaded. Also Dike has to be persuaded: the Daughters of Sun 
who are Parmenides' companions and guides speak to her "with gentle 
arguments and knowingly persuade her" (tTjv 8Tj 1tupq>a~cv(ll .,. 
~UAUKOiO"l Aoyoicrt / 1tcicruv E1ttq>pu8tmc;, Fr. 28Bl, 15-16). We are 
not told what it is that they say, but the implication is clear: they 
know what they have to say. This is a remarkable incident, which, to 
the best of my knowledge, has not been the subject of scholarly 
inquiry. In a way, what happens is normal: whoever wants to pass 
closed and guarded doors must identify himself or even know the pass
word. Here, however, we have not a normal situation. The only parallel 
I know from early Greek literature is to be found in the texts of the 
so-called Orphic grave-amulets which, perhaps, had better be called 

31 See Verdenius, in Phronesis 1967, 99f.; Pfeiffer, o.c., 135, 145. 
32 Burkert, in Phronesis 1969, 4f. Is this daimon the many-named divinity again? 

- For parallels of "the road of the goddess" see Verden ius, Parm., 66. 
33 See R. Haardt, Die Gnosis. Wesen und Zeugnisse, Salzburg 1967, II; W. Foerster, 

Die Gnosis I, Zeugnisse der Kirchenviiter, Zurich/Stuttgart 1969, 8 f.; Rudolph, Die 
Gnosis, 137f. 

34 According to Aet. II 7, I (Vorsokr. Fr. 28A37, I p. 224, 5) the firmament con
structed during cosmogony lies round all things "like a Wall" (tdxouC; oiKllV). Al
though the topography of the prooemium, as befits a mythopoetic context (see above, 
n. 29), is vague, I still like to think that there may be a connection between Dike's 
Gates and this Wall. 

35 Rudolph, O.c., 186f.; S. R. C. Lilla, Clement of Alexandria, Oxford 1971, 177, 182. 
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Bacchic,36 but there the guardians who have to be persuaded by 
correct words do not guard gates. 37 There are, however, early Egyptian 
parallels for gates in the Nether World to the guardians of which the 
soul has to say certain things; 38 these parallels have been adduced 
to explain the scene depicted in the Greek grave tablets (where, as we 
saw, there are no gates). Perhaps Parmenides took the motif of the 
mot de passe from such Orphic-Bacchic examples and transposed it 
to his Gates; perhaps he had some information about Egyptian lore. 
This must remain speculation. The parallel with what is found in 
Gnostic thought is not less surprising for this reason, even if - as is, 
on the whole, the most probable explanation - the Gnostics took 
over their plurality of gates from Egyptian religion, transposing them 
from the Nether World to the Heavens. 

There is one detail which I have reserved up till now, since it makes 

36 Splendidly edited by Zuntz, o.c., 275 IT. A few years after his book had been 
published a new tablet was found, the earliest so far (c. 400 B.C.); see G. Pugliese 
Carratelli, Par. di Pass. 1974, 1081T.; M. West, ZPE 1975, 229ff.; Pugliese Carratelli, 
Par. di Pass. 1975, 226ff.: G. Zuntz, WS 1976, 129ff. There is a fascinating treatment 
of all of them by W. Burkert, Le laminette auree: da Orfeo a Lampone, in: Atti 14. 
Convegno Magna Grecia, Napoli 1975, 83ff. In his Griech. Religion der archaischen 
und klassischen Epoche, Stuttgart etc. 1977, 432-51, a survey of Orphism and related 
phenomena, Burkert now appears to believe that the "Iaminette auree' are Bacchic. 

37 In the Hipponion poem, line 7f., there are <pVAUKE<; (of the cold water of Memory) 
who have to be persuaded by the soul, who identifies itself, to let it drink. This is 
paralleled in two other tablets (Zuntz, Nr. B I and B 2), whereas the others only 
contain the little speech of the soul (ib., Nr. B3-B8). A related motif, perhaps, is that 
of the avopE<; ... ayplOl, I5Ul7WPOI iodv, !tUPEO"tO:l'tE<; at the bellowing mouth of the 
chasm of hell at Rep. X, 615d-e, who grab tyrants and such-like people; cf. J. Kroll, Gott 
und Holle, Leipzig-Berlin 1932, 91 n. 3. [There is at least some association between 
Dike's Gates and the !tVAat ·Ail5uo]. - For the Gates of Heaven in earlier Greek 
literature see Pfeiffer, O.c., 67f. and for those to the Nether World the - somewhat 
slovenly - survey in B. HaarJ0v, The Half-Open Door, Odense 1977, 57ff. - H. Diels, 
Ein Orphischer Totenpass, in Philotesia (Festschr. P. Kleinert), Berlin 1907, [41 ff.], 
who is skeptical as to the validity of the Egyptian parallel (43 n. 3), aptly characterizes 
this type of document as a "Reisepass", but does not dwell on the fact that the more 
extensive texts start with a "Reisefiihrer". The analogy between the Orphic/Bacchic 
tablets and the Gnostic texts about the voyage of the soul was noticed by R. Crahay, 
t,!ements d'une mythopee gnostique dans la Grece c1assique, in Origini [323ff.], 331: 
"Ie theme des 'gardes' qui n'accordent Ie passage de retour qu'aux ames prealablement 
instruites". 

38 The Book of the Dead and other texts, cf. Zuntz, Pers., 370f., and P. Boyance, 
Le culte des Muses chez les philosophes Grecs, Paris 1936, 21972, 79, who refers to 
earlier literature. 
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the most immediately 'Gnostic' impression of all and certainly, I dare 
say, would have appealed to any Gnostic who happened to read 
the text. In the very first lines, the travelling poet is designated as 
"a man who knows" (£loom <parra, Fr. 28BI,3). Burkert has argued 
impressively in favour of the thesis of Diels and Jaeger that what is 
meant by these words is an "initiated person". 39 I still do not know 
that this is correct, since the goddess elsewhere calls men "mortals 
knowing nothing", a traditional epitheton 40 with no obvious reference 
to whatever mysteries (~po'tOi £loo't£<; oU8£v, Fr. 28B6, 4). There is 
nothing mysterious, i.e. secret, about the revelation, once received, 
either: Parmenides 'publishes' a poem, which may be read by anyone 
who is interested; he is not the founder of a religion or of a sect. 
Furthermore, "the man who knows" is given this qualification before 
he had heard what the goddess has to say,41 i.e., if one speaks in terms 
of mysteries, he is called 'initiated' before he has been initiated. Or 
should we perhaps think of some sort of lesser preliminary initiation, 
as at Eleusis? This would amount to what may be simplest solution 
of all, viz. that the traveller has been told or has understood what is 
his destination,42 which by no means implies that he would be able 
to get there on his own or that he already knows what he will experience 
when he will have arrived.43 For this reason, a 'Gnostic' interpretation 

39 H. Diels, Parmenides' Lehrgedicht, Berlin 1897, 49; W. Jaeger, Die Theologie 
der friihen griechischen Denker, Stuttgart 1963, 116; Burkert, in Phronesis 1969, 5, 
who adds that the revealing goddess is anonymous Uust eEel, Fr. 28BI, 22), as the 
gods often are in the context of the mysteries. His other parallel, however, Athena, 
"fUr die Athener ... f] eEO~ schlechthin" shows that there is no necessary link between 
this form of anonymity and mysteries. - If any 'initiation' is suggested in B1, we, its 
readers, are also 'initiated' by reading it (cf. above, n. 29). 

40 See my diss., 3 f. 
41 lb., 227f.; Pfeiffer, o.c., 79ff. 
42 Pfeiffer's argument contra (o.c., 79), viz. that if Parmenides knew what his 

destination was he would also know how to get there is weak, as everyone who 
has travelled will testify. Parmenides may have been told by his guides where they 
would go, or he may have inferred this when he recognized them for the daughters of 
Sun and the chariot as Sun's, too. - The idea that one knows where one is going and 
still may be needing some help can be paralleled from the gold leaves: the longer 
texts of Zuntz's B-group and the Hipponion text begin with a little Baedeker of the 
underworld (no personal escort here). 

43 My former interpretation of Fr. 28BI, 3 (o.c., 227f.) can no longer be upheld, 
since it has been proved that there is no ms. support for UGtT]. Pfeiffer's interpretation, 
o.c., 99 ff., is to be rejected for the same reason. 
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of doom <parra must be excluded; the 'Gnostic' aspects of the prooe
mium should be limited to the possible association with the 'Ruf 
and to the little conversation at the Gates. 

However, are not revelation and 'Entriickung' fairly universal pheno
mena in religious or religiously coloured literature? Indeed, if only 
the prooemium could be taken into account, it would be otiose to 
consider Parmenides in the present investigation. However, in combi
nation with the other 'Gnostic' aspects of Parmenides' thought, the 
'Gnostic' associations evoked by the prooemium become relevant. 
There are differences, of course, apart from those already spelled out 
above; if the divinity which permets and favours the poet's journey 
(the daimon of Fr. 28BI, 3? Dike? Moira?) is also responsible for what 
has gone on and still does on in the universe, this benevolence is different 
from the attitude of the Gnostic Demiurge qua god of the world, 
although the dissimilarity partly vanishes if the persuasion-scene is 
taken seriously: we have noticed that Dike needs to be persuaded, 
just as a Gnostic Archon needs to be. Furthermore, the 'Ruf, just as 
in Gnosticism,44 comes from a divinity other than that which dominates 
the universe, if indeed we may consider the Daughters of Helios, who 
have left the House of Night to which they return together with the 
poet, to be the messengers of the revealing goddess; they are not, of 
course, themselves 'Erl6ser' in the sense that they also instruct the 
poet about the truth. A sort of special act of grace appears to be 
necessary in Parmenides' case, just as in Gnosticism; that this is at 
issue has, in both cases, to be accepted by those less privileged mortals 
who only have access to their prophets' words. 

I am far too ignorant to risk posing as a structuralist. On the other 
hand, the notion of 'structure' in the sense of a coordinative pattern 
assembling a variety of elements is a heuristically useful one. The 
'Gnostic' elements in Parmenides are perhaps insignificant when viewed 
in isolation, but the configuration which keeps them together is striking
ly evocative. Hence a knowledge of Gnosticism may afford some 
help to those who try to understand Parmenides' difficult thought, 
even if, in Parmenides, what is beyond the universe is the only Thing 
that can be really known, whereas, in Gnosticism, the God beyond 

44 Rudolph, Die Gnosis, I 36ff. 
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is cognitively largely unaccessible and gnosis is mostly concerned with 
the drama which resulted in the origin of the universe and in our 
banishment thereto, and with the way back. [Note, however, that most 
of the terms used by Parmenides to describe Being (Fr. 28B8) are 
negative]. 

3. Empedocles 

I have argued that Parmenides' explanation of the origin and condi
tion of the universe is not a rationally satisfactory one. Indeed, much 
of subsequent Presocratic natural philosophy can be explained as a 
search for better answers to Parmenides cosmological question. This 
story has often been told,45 and it need not concern us here; moreover, 
Anaxagoras, Leucippus, Democritus and Archelaus are not cosmologi
cal pessimists. However, there is also the strange and fascinating 
figure of Empedocles, who, like Parmenides, is a man from Western 
Greece. He, like the others, follows in the footsteps of the great 
Eleatic; unlike that of the others, however, his solution to Parmenides' 
puzzle is, in parts, 'Gnostic' (in other parts definitely not). 

Empedocles, as will be familiar, introduced the concept of a cosmic 
cycle forever repeating itself. It used to be believed that this cycle is 
a double one and that Empedocles' moving principles, Love and Hate, 
are by turns responsible for a cosmogony and a zoogony; there would 
be two 'opposite' worlds. The fragments in Vorsokr. have been disposed 
so as to suit this assumption. Today, a majority of scholars (among 
whom the present writer) is convinced that the cycle is not double, 
viz. that there is no cosmogony of Love just as there is no zoogony of 
Hate.46 

45 Cf. Guthrie, o.c. (subtitled: The Presocratic Tradition from Parmenides to Demo
critus). 

46 For the obsolete communis opinio see e.g. Kirk-Raven, The Presocratic Philo
sophers, Cambridge 21960, 326ff. Contra: F. Solmsen, Love and Strife in Empedoc/es' 
Cosmology, in Phron. 1965, 109ff., repro in KI. Schr. I, 274ff., and in 0.1. Furley
R.E. Allen, Studies in Greek Philosophy, II, London 1975, 22Iff.; U. Holscher, 
Weltzeiten und Lebenszyklen, in Hermes 1965, 7ff., repr. W. add.; in: Anfiingliches 
Fragen, Gottingen 1968, 173ff.; 1. Bollack, EmpMoc/e, I, Paris 1965, II-III (Paris 1969); 
and already H. von Arnim, Die Weltperioden del Empedokles, in Festschr. Gomperz, 
Wien 1902, 16ff. See further H. Hoffman-Loss, Die Wiedergabe der empedokleischen 
Physik durch Aristoteles, diss. Gottingen 1966; 1. C. Luth, Die Struktur des Wirklichen 
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Aristotle is quite peremptory: "he leaves out the [sc. cosmogony] 
under Love" (rrupuAcbtcl 'tTJv [sc. 'tOi) K60"~ou y{;vcO"lV] Errt 'tile; 
<l> lAO'tTj 'toe;, Cael. r 2, 301a15f. = Vorsokr. Fr. 31A42). The ancient 
evidence - verbal fragments, doxography - as distinct from ancient 
interpretation only allows for one cosmogony, viz. that of Hate. 

Empedocles 'corrects' Parmenides by elevating his own (four) elements 
to the status of Being. In one stage of the cycle, the four have been 
thoroughly mingled by Love in the great god Sphairos; this god is 
then destroyed by Hate (Fr. 31B26-B28; Fr. B30-B31). In this way, 
the great cosmic masses are separated and made to occupy the sections 
of the universe where they are now. I cite some passages: Arist., 
Met. A, 4, 985a24f. = Vorsokr. Fr. 31A37, I, 290, 18f. - the less 
suspect in that Aristotle here is criticizing Empedocles for making 
Hate perform a task (sc. agglomeration) which, properly speaking 
according to Aristotle, should be that of Love: 4 7 "at any rate, ... 

im empedokleischen System, Meisenheim/Gl. 1969; 1. Mansfeld, Ambiguity in Empedocles 
E17, 3-5, in Phronesis 1972, 17ff. Guthrie, o.c., 167ff., ably presents the earlier orthodoxy, 
which is capably defended also by D. O'Brien, Empedocles' Cosmic Cycle, Cambridge 
1969; and now again by 1. Barnes, The Presocratic Philosophers, 2, London 1979, 
6ff., in an 'ideal' reconstruction not much based on Empedoclean texts. W. Burkert, 
rev. Bollack II-III, in Gnom. 1972, [433ff.], 441, does not defend the theory of opposite 
worlds but suggests that there may be minor oscillations during the cycle, a view I 
accept (see below, p. 284). A.A. Long, Empedocles' Cosmic Cycle in the Sixties, in 
Mourelatos, Presocr., 397ff., argues - mainly against O'Brien - in favour of a single 
cycle. 

47 Aristotle's criticism (also voiced by him elsewhere) that Empedocles is inconsistent 
in that he makes Hate unite [viz. parts of one and the same element] and Love destroy 
[viz. the compound beings in the universe when all things become Sphairos] has im
pressed too many scholars, e.g. still Long, o.c., who tries to account for the agglomeration 
of parts of one element in terms of Love and so gives Love a share in the cosmogony 
of Hate. There is no inconsistency in Empedocles, however, as long as one accepts 
that Love only combines different elements and Hate separates from one another 
different elements only (on Vorsokr. Fr. 31B22 see the end of this n.). At GC II 6, 
333b 12, moreover, Aristotle, because his criticism has for the moment shifted its focus', 
is quite unambiguous: ... tl <plAia Kat TO VEiKO<;' crUYKpicrEro<; yap JlOVOV [sc. <plAia], 
TO Iii: [sc. VEiKO<;] liwKpicrEro<; aitiov. When, a few lines later, he says (b 20f. = 

Vorsokr. Fr. 31A40) Kaitol TU yE crTOlXEia liWKpivEI OU TO VEiKO<; !lAA'tl <plAia Ta 
<pucr&l 1tpOTEpa rou (jEDU, his critical point is again that also found at Met. 985a24f., 
cited in the text, viz. that it should really be Love which unites each element with itself 
(less likely e.g. M. Migliori, ad loc., Aristotele. La Generazione e la Corruzione, Napoli 
1976). - From Vorsokr. Fr. 31B22 four things follow: (I), lines 1-3: the relation 
of each separate element to its parts is a spontaneous one, independent of Love; 
(2), lines 4-5: compounds have been formed by Love, and those which have been 
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Hate often combines, because whenever the Whole is separated into 
the elements by Hate, fire and each of the other elements are agglomerated 
into a unity" (cf. also Cae!. B, 13, 295a29 f.). There is a description 
of this process in Aet. 11,6,3 = Vorsokr. Fr. 31A49 (cf. also Phil., 
De provo 11,60 = Vorsokr., ib.) and in ps.-Plut., Strom. ap. Euseb., 
PE 1,8,10 = Vorsokr. Fr. 31A30. From these passages it is clear 
that during the process of separation also the heavenly bodies [about 
which Empedocles, by the way, had some curious ideas] are formed 
(Vorsokr. I, 288, 25f., cf. especially what is said there about the moon, 
consisting of air which has been "left by" fire; 292, 19f., 30f.). From 
Fr. 31B35, 8-10, where we have the poet's own words, it is clear that 
even while Love, in the centre, has already begun to combine elemental 
parts so as to create living beings, the rest of the elements is still kept 
"aloof' by Hate, who by no means has left the whole of the cosmic 
mass.48 Love, on the other hand, is only responsible for the gradual 

made rather like one another feel attracted to one another; (3), lines 5-6, compounds 
which have not been made like one another hate one another, because of (4), lines 7-8: 
the original aversion of the elements vis-a-vis one another dating from their original 
separation by Hate. Now, (I) and (2) are both concerned with the attraction of like 
to like, (I) in the case of uncompounded elemental parts, and (2) in the case of 
compounds - but only (2) is a case of Love; (3) and (4) are both concerned with the 
aversion of unlike from unlike, (3) in the case of compounds, and (4) in the case 
of uncompounded elements. There is a beautiful symmetry of thought in these lines 
[for a good interpretation in terms of the old orthodoxy see C. W. Miiller, Gleiches zu 
Gleichem. Ein Prinzip fruhgriechischen Denkens, Wiesbaden 1965, 34ff. ]. - For the 
'spontaneous' behaviour of the elements cf. Miiller, O.C., 29; see also Verdenius, Parm. 
24, on the fact that in Empedocles all of nature, i.e. also the elements, is sentient 
(and ib., 27f.), and esp. Hylozoism in Early Greek Thought, in Symposium. Hooykaas 
and the History of Science, Utrecht 1977, [25ff.], 32. 

48 Empedocles' cosmogony, i.e. the change from Sphairos to the separation of the 
elements by the intervention of Hate (inclusive of the distribution of the heavenly bodies!) 
is sung by 'Orpheus' in Apollonius Rhodius, Arg. I 496ff. = Orph. Fr. 29 Kern, Vorsokr. 
Fr. IBI6 [air is not mentioned, and the more poetic "earth and heaven and sea" 
replace the elements, cf. F. Bomer on Ovid, Met. I 22 (P. Ovidius Naso, Metamorphosen, 
Komm. I-III, Heidelberg 1969, p. 25)]: 

"HEl15EV 15' roc; YUtU Kui oupUVOC; 1]15E 9UAUcrcrU 
'to 1tpiv E1t' UAAT]AOlcrtlllij cruvuPllP0'tU Ilop<pij 
vEiKWC; E~ OAOOtO 15U':KP19EV UIl<piC; EKucr'tU 
ij15' roc; EIl1tE15ov UlEV EV ui9EPl 'tEKIlUP EXOUcrtV 
acr'tpu crEAllvuill 'tE Kui 1]EA101O KEAEU901' 

This, again, is followed by what must be the result of a first mingling of elements in 
the centre; [note that, in Empedocles (Plut., De pro frig. 953 E = Vorsokr. Fr. 31A69) 
mountains are thrown up by fire in the earth, etc.] : 



BAD WORLD AND DEMIURGE 281 

return of things to the status quo ante in Sphairos; this implies that 
its responsibility for the present condition of things in the cosmos 
is minimal, its only contribution being that parts of other elements 
(esp. fire) "dive" into the earth (Fr. 31B54; B52; A68). On the one 
hand, this provides Love with the materials indispensable to zoogony; 
on the other, and simultaneously, this is a prelude to the final reunion 
of all things in Sphairos which will destroy the cosmos created by 
Hate, and also Love's own creatures. Meanwhile, Love's primary 
occupation is the creation of parts of living beings and then of whole 
living beings, by combining elemental pieces (Fr. 31B35; B57-B98). 

Empedocles' solution to Parmenides' riddle is twofold. For one thing, 
the distinction between the universe and Being is abolished in as far 
the elements themselves constitute Being, a Being periodically united 

(continued): oupEa Ii' ro~ UVETEIAE Kai ro~ 1t0TUIloi KEM.lioVTE~ 
aUTijcrt VUIl<P1Jcrt Kai E pit E Ta 1t<lvr' EyEVOVTO. 

This passage has been neglected by recent students of Empedocles (not in Bollack; 
O'Brien, o.c., 322-3, only adduces it to parallel Empedocles' use of caesurae and the 
incantatory effect of his poetry!). Vorsokr. ad Fr. I ('Orpheus') BI6 cryptically states that 
Ap. Rhod. I, 496-502 are "aus Empedokles, nicht aus d. Orphica (Schol.)"; cf. also 
E. Bignone, Empedocle (Torino 1916, Roma 21963), 588-9 n., who acknowledges the 
Empedoclean echo (VdKO~), but states that I, 496-8 also echoes Eurip. Fr. 488, 2-3 
2Nauck (Vorsokr. Fr. 59 - Anaxagoras - A62), ro~ oupavo~ TE yata r'l']v 1l0PllTJ 
Ilia' I EitEl Ii' EXropicr81lcrav UnT]Arov liixa; note, however, that in Euripides not only 
(8aAacrcra and) cruvapllpOTU are absent, but also, conspicuously, VEtKOC;. Kern ad loc., 
99f., says: "Vs. 496-502 Empedoclei sunt (v. Schol.)" [presumably, the source of Kranz' 
remark], but the scholia, which he prints, are confused, that to I, 498 attributing 
the lilaKplcrt~ to both Hate and Love; cf. W. Spoerri, Spiithellenistische Berichte aber 
Welt, Kultur und Gotter, Basel 1959, 49: "bei Apollonios (erfolgt) die lilaKplcrt~ der 
Grundstoffe durch den Neikos. Falsch ist deshalb die Deutung der Scholien". H. Frankel, 
Noten zu den Argonautika des Apollonios, Miinchen 1968, 77, comments: "Der empedo
kleische Einschlag in dieser Kosmogonie beschrankt sich auf das weltweite Wirken des 
VdKO~; die Gegenkraft <plAia fehlt. Ware hier das Paar vollstandig, so wiirde die 
Theorie fUr Orpheus anachronistisch sein". One wonders, however, if Neikos alone 
is not already sufficiently anachronistic. It should be noticed, moreover, that the sketchy 
theogony which follows ["unde ... hauserit obscurum", Kern; Frankel suggests Hesiod 
as a remote example. For theogony following upon cosmogony cf. Plat., Tim. 40d-4Ia, 
with in the theogony itself a possible reference to Orpheus and Musaeus: Vorsokr. 
Fr. IB8 = Orph. Fr. 16 Kern] and which similarly emphasizes the action of disruptive 
forces (war among the gods), only intimates that the reign of Zeus changes things. 
This explains why Love is not mentioned at Ap. Rhod. I, 500-1. Orpheus sings because 
he wants to compose a quarrel. The lack of explicitness as to to the influence of love 
[cosmogony] and law [theogony] in the whole passage is poetically most effective. 

For other echoes of Empedocles in Ap. Rhod. see below, n. 62. 
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in Sphairos, whereas Parmenides' Ball of Being was permanent. For 
another, the origin of the universe (less perfect than Sphairos!) is 
explained by the intervention of a pernicious force, Hate (Fr. 31B17, 
19 NdKoC; ... OUAO)!Evov), the antagonist of Love. In Parmenides, 
the origin of the universe is not explained in a rationally acceptable 
way, for human error and divine deception as causes still conflict 
with the idea that Being is permanently inviolate; in Empedocles, 
the ball of Sphairos is periodically and understandably violated. Yet 
there are definite links between Empedocles' moving principles Love 
and Hate and what can be found in Parmenides. His Love is the 
direct successor to the coupling goddess of Parm. Fr. 28BI2 and 
to the subordinate Eros of Fr. 28B13. Now Arist., Met. A 3-4, 984b 
20-985 b 10 (cf. ib., 985 a 29-31), in his comparison of the "moving 
cause" as formulated by Hesiod and Parmenides on the one hand 49 

and by Empedocles on the other, suggests that Empedocles, the first 
to introduce duality in the moving cause, added Hate to Parmenides' 
Eros. This is not wholly correct, for (a) - as Plutarch pointed out 
already 50 - there is, in Parmenides, a 'moving cause' superior to 
Eros, and (b), according to Cicero, there were, apart from the supreme 
God of the universe, also gods such as Love and Hate (Cupiditas and 
Discordia, which translate <plAia and VdKOC;51) in Parmenides' world. 
In Parmenides, both Love and Hate are subordinate to a superior 

49 Cf. above, n. IS, n. 16, and text thereto. 
50 Cf. Martin, O.C., 64f. 
51 See above, n. 13. For discordia = vEiKO<; and cupiditas = l:pro<; cf. A.S. Pease 

on Cic., ND II 28, p. 223f. For discordia = VEiKO<; and amicitia = qnMtT]<; cf. Cic., 
Lael. 24: "Agrigentinum quidem doctum quendam virum carminibus Graecis vaticinatum 
Jerunt, quae in rerum natura totoque mundo constarent, quaeque moverentur, ea contrahere 
amicitiam, dissipare discordiam" (passage not in Vorsokr., Bollack, O'Brien). For 
Discordia as Empedoclean NEiKo<; in Ennius' Annales (266f. + 521 f. Vahlen) see 
E. Norden, Ennius und Vergilius, Berlin 1915, Stuttgart 21966, 10 ff. , esp. 12f., and 
E. Bignone, Ennio ed Empedocle, in RFIC 1929, lOff., repro in Studi sui pensiero 
antico, Napoli 1938, Roma 21965. Norden had argued, however, that the body of 
Discordia consists of the four elements in equal portions ("cui par imber et ignis, 
spiritus et gravis terra"); Bignone points out that this recalls Love, not Hate, and 
suggests, correctly no doubt (see also Kranz, Vorsokr. I, p. 498, 38f.], that Vorsokr. 
Fr. 31B17, 18-19 should be compared. L.M. Oostenbroek, Eris und Discordia. Zur 
Entwicklungsgeschichte der ennianischen Zwietracht, diss. Leiden 1977, 67, again follows 
Norden, but does not answer Bignone's arguments. For Empedocles, Norden's trans
lation is out of the question. 
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divinity; in Ernpedocles, they are themselves supreme. I have argued 
above that there is, perhaps, a sort of duality in the Parmidean goddess 
Dike-Ananke-Moira, not only in the sense that she operates both 
in the sphere of Being and in that of the universe, but also in that her 
cosmic activity is both favourable and unfavourable; 52 the idea of 
this duality may have influenced Empedocles as well. Significantly, 
however, Empedocles demotes Ananke to a lower status, viz. to that 
of a divinity only operating inside a world: Fr. 31B1l6, from the 
Katharmoi, opposes Charis and Ananke. 53 

Thus, Empedocles really speaks of a divinity that creates the physical 
universe - a Demiurge, to borrow the later terminus technicus 54 -, 
and an evil one at that; see Arist., o.c., 985a6f., 'to BE VeiKO~ [sc. at'tiav] 
'troY KaKrov - also in the cosmogonical sense, ib., 985 a 24-27,29-31. 
The demiurgic function of Love is restricted to attracting a few parts 
of the other elements to the earth and to creating the world of 
living beings. This division of labour points ahead, in a striking way, 
to that in Plato's Timaeus, where it is the Demiurge who builds the 
universe and where lesser gods construct the bodies of living beings (see 
below, p. 296f., for the tremendous differences between Empedocles 
and Plato).55 If we look back to Permenides, we may state that, in 
Empedocles as in Parmenides, the world we inhabit is inferior to 
another, perfect condition of things. There is no longer, however, a 
puzzling gap between Being and the universe, but a real and only 
temporary rupture caused by a definite and identifiable force. Empedo
cles' cosmology, unlike Parmenides', has no need of being deceptive 
(Vorsokr. Fr. 31B17, 26).7 

Hate, then, is a 'Gnostic' element in Empedocles' thought. For all 
that, his world-view is largely un-'Gnostic': there is a cycle, i.e. the 

52 Above, p. 265f., p. 269f. 
53 Xapic; ... CJ'tuy&&t 06CJTA,1]'tov 'AvuYK1]v, "as Neikos is countered by Philia" 

(Zuntz, o.c., 404). For the oracle of Ananke see below, p. 286. 
54 Cf. U. Bianchi, Origini, 338; Selected Essays (SHR XXXVIII), Leiden 1978, 52. 

In a way, the term is not good, because Hate is destructive, not creative: only Love 
creates, i.e. is a Demiurge. It is the work of Love which is formally compared to that of 
artists (Vorsokr. Fr. 3IB23). 

55 Solmsen, KI. Schr. I, 480, says "the range of activities given to ... [Plato's] 
Demiurge is large enough to embrace ... the manipulations of Empedocles' Cypris"; 
but Cypris' (Love's) task is only to a very limited extent that of the Demiurge and 
much more that of the lesser gods. 
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process repeats itself in perpetuum, and thus there is, in the poem 
On Nature at least, a clear balance between the forces of good and 
evil. Surprisingly, our bodies, being the work of Love, are good, even 
if human life in general, just as in Parmenides, is depicted in morose 
terms (Fr. 31B2; cf. Fr. B15, Fr. B62, 1). 

In the Purifications 56 (much influenced by Pythagoreanism : metem
psychosis, vegetarianism) the emphasis upon man's unhappy lot is 
much stronger. A daimon speaks, who long ago put his trust in mad 
Hate, killed, and was exiled for thirty thousand seasons during which 
he was condemned to take on one body after another and to wander 
from one element to another; all hated him and threw him out 
(Fr. 31B124; B139). There is a lesson here for humanity, for men 
themselves have been produced by feuds and laments (Fr. 31BI24). 
Men go on killing, not knowing that human souls have been imprisoned 
in the animals that are sacrified (Fr. 31B137, B136). The Golden Age 
of Love, without bloodshed, lies far back (Fr. 31BI28). It looks as if, 
for the time being, Love's progress towards final reunification (known 
from the physical poem) has been arrested by Hate, who is assisted 
by human agency.57 Men should at once change their ways; there is 
salvation in vegetarianism and in abstaining from certain plants (Fr. 
31B136, B140, B141, Bl44, B145). 

It is perhaps an insoluble question whether Empedocles called the 
souls of all men daimones; 58 some, at least, were, for it would be 

56 The basic new edition of the fragments, with commentary, is now that of Zuntz, 
o.c., 181ff. See also Ch.H. Kahn, Religion and Natural Philosophy in Empedoc/es' 
Doctrine of the Soul, in AGPh 1960, 3ff. (repr. in J.P. Anton-G.L. Kustas, Essays in 
Ancient Greek Philosophy, Albany N.Y. 1971, 3ff., and - without the app. - in: 
Mourelatos, Pres., 426ff.). 

57 This interpretation supports Burkert's hypothesis (above, n. 46), which is argued 
by him, however, on different grounds. 

58 M. Detienne, La demonologie d'Empedoc/e, in REG 1959, I ff., argues that in Em
pedocles daimon means several things, among which 'soul'; see further Kahn, in: 
Mourelatos, 434f., and Guthrie, HGrPh II, 263, who accept that daimon = ·soul'. 
E. R. Dodds, The Greeks and the Irrational, Boston 21957, 153, argues that in Empedocles 
the "occult self' of each human being which persists through metempsychosis is daimon, 
not psyche; this cannot be proved: R. Heinze, Xenokrates, Leipzig 1892, Hildesheim 
21965, 86f., suggests, correctly no doubt, that the daimones Ol-tE flUKpuiwvo<; AEACIXUcrI 
~iOlO are the same as the awl 80AIXUiwVE<; (Vorsokr. Fr. 31B115, 5 - B21, 12; B23, 8); 
cf. also Fr. BI46-BI47. The first, to my knowledge, to equate the immortal part of the 
soul persistiog through metempsychosis with daimon is Plat., Tim. 90a (not yet Rep. 
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captious to deny that the "I" who tells us about his adventures during 
metempsychosis is also the "I" who writes a letter to his friends at 
Acragas to inform them that he now goes about among men as a god, 
viz. Empedocles (Fr. 3IBI12). Fr. 3lBl29 speaks of a "human being" 
(uvilP), perhaps Pythagoras or Pherecydes, whose memory bears com
parison with that of the daimon, since he easily remembered what had 
happened up to twenty lives ago. We also hear about those who, 
eventually, become "seers, singers, doctors and leaders among men" 
and that from these come forth gods who live and eat together with 
the other gods (Fr. 31B146, BI47). The capital sin of men, on the 
other hand, viz. the slaying and eating of relatives, is, as we have seen, 
similar to the original sin of the daimon. Yet, I believe that we should 
distinguish the daimones (some of them also appearing as humans) 
from the souls of the majority of mankind. 59 

X, 617a: here the souls choose their daimon = character/destiny before they are rein· 
carnated). Hipp., Ref 1,3 = Vorsokr. 31A31 is interesting because apparently distinguishing 
between a great many daimones who administrate things on earth and "'all souls" who 
migrate to all sorts of animals; but (I) at Ref VII, 29, 6, explaining Fr. 31B115, 4-5, 
'Hippolytus' says that daimon = psyche (Vorsokr. I, p. 356, II f.), and (2) in Ref I, 3-4, 
the theories of Empedocles and Heraclitus have been thoroughly conflated, and the 
administrating daimones attributed to Empedocles may in fact be the <PUAUK€<; of Herac!., 
Vorsokr. Fr. 22B63, for which 'Hippolytus', Ref IX, 10, 6, is our only source. -
Verdenius, Parm. 71, rightly points out that "'in the Kueup~oi Empedocles emphasizes 
the contrast between mortals and himself'. Cf. also below, n. 69, and text thereto. 

59 I have refrained from referring to the "'unfamiliar place", the "'meadow of 
Ate" and the "'roofed-over cave" (Fr. 31BI18 + 121, B120) visited by the daimon 
after the fall because, with Zuntz (who follows Wilamowitz), o.c., 199ff., 254f., I believe 
that it refers not - allegorically! - to our own world, but indeed to the Nether World. 
For the other view see Dodds, o.c. (below), 298, Guthrie, O.c., 254 n. 3, and A. Motte, 
Prairies et Jardins de la Grece Antique, Bruxelles 1973, 380f. (also for references). Burkert, 
rev. Zuntz, in Gnom. 1975, [321 ff.], 325, argues that the anonymous scholar [lOU ... 
tOlV (Jo<prov, who explains what a ~ueoAoyrov K6~",0<; uvTtP had said] cited Plat., 
Gorg. 493aff., gave an allegorical interpretation of Hades myths, applying them to life 
on earth, and suggests that this scholar was influenced by Empedocles. This does not 
convince me. Dodds ad loc. (Plato. Gorgias, Oxford 1959, 296f.) suggests the scholar 
interpreted an "old religious poem" written by the ~UeOAOyrov ... UVTtP. For such 
interpretations we now have the parallel of the Derveni papyrus, a commentary of the 
late 5th cent. on an earlier poem (see Burkert, Lore and Science in Ancient Pythagoreanism, 
Cambridge Mass. 1972, 248 n. 48, and below, n. 74 and text thereto); it seems to me 
highly doubtful that we should read back such interpretations into the poetry itself 
- in the present case, into that of EmpedocJes. Ancient evidence for his underworld 
as a symbol of the world is late, the earliest example, Clem., Strom. III 14, being doubtful 
(YEV€crt<; here is not "the world of becoming" but "'being born"). [Dodds' suggestion 
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The fate of this daimon and, by implication, that of men according to 
Empedocles has been often compared to the idea of man's earthly 
exile in Gnostic though.60 What has not, to the best of my knowledge, 
been emphasized sufficiently before is that this fall, this exile, and 
the continued fate of man, have been caused and continue to be 
caused by Hate, i.e. by Empedocles' evil Demiurge. Hate has special 
powers over daimones and human souls and is able to counteract 
the in the long run a-cosmic activity of Love. Some of this recalls 
Parmenides' cosmic goddess - who is by no means as evil as Hate is
who likewise has a special psychopompic function. Furthermore, the 
sinning daimon is punished according to an "oracle of Ananke" which 
is simultaneously an "old law voted by the gods" (Fr. 31B1l5, 1-2); 
it is a reasonable assumption that this Ananke derives from that of 
Parmenides, i.e., if! have argued correctly, from one of the aspects of the 
latter's cosmic goddess. 61 In Plato, again, it is the (good!) Demiurge 
who creates the immortal parts of souls and proclaims the laws of 

that the croq>o~ is a Pythagorean is plausible. There is a possible link with Philolaus, 
Vorsokr. Fr. 44B13 - not accepted as authentic by Burkert, Lore 247 -, who appeals 
to Ol1tUAalOl 9EOAOYOI Kal ~l(iVtlE<; for the idea that the body is a tomb. DK, quoting 
Gorg. 493aff. ad Fr. 44BI4, suggest that Philolaos is the KOIlIjIO~ avijp, not the croq>o~, 
quod non. Dodds cites Frank for the argument that "the Pythagoreans could not accept 
the traditional underworld literally, since their astronomy left no room for it". This, 
again, is valid only for the astronomy of Philolaus, for which see Burkert, o.c., 337 ff.; 
which, again, is definitely later than that of Empedocles, whose earth is at the centre 
of the universe]. 

60 Cf. the literature reviewed by H. J. W. Drijvers, The Origins of Gnosticism as 
a Religious and Historical Problem, NTT 1967/8, [32 Iff.] , 342, transl. in K. Rudolph 
(ed.), Gnosis und Gnostizismus (WdF 262), Darmstadt 1975, 798ff.; ib., 826f.; and 
by K. Rudolph, Gnosis und Gnostizismus: Ein Forschungsbericht, in TR 1971, 41 ff. 
(Empedocles, Orphics). - Note, however, that A. Dieterich, Abraxas, Leipzig 1891, 
does not mention Empedocles, and that his 'Orphics' have been influenced by the Stoa 
(o.c., 83)! A. H. Armstrong, Gnosis and Greek Philosophy, in Gnosis (Festschr. H. Jonas), 
Gottingen 1978, 87ff., 94f., speaks of the fallen, "alienated" soul in Empedocles but 
does not refer to the context in which this idea, in Empedocles, occurs. Burkert, 
Kephal., 143 and n. 55, argues that the Purifications anticipate the Gnostic myths 
about the fall and fate of the soul and refers to a definition of Gnosis by C. Colpe 
which does not include the cosmological aspect. R. Crahay, o.c. (above, n. 37), had 
already set out a whole Greek scenario, assembled from various bits and pieces, in 
which the Gnostic myth and drama are anticipated; here, too, the cosmological aspect 
remains outside the picture. See further below, p. 292f. 

61 For Ananke in Parmenides and Empedocles see e.g., Zuntz, Pers., 403f.; see 
further above, n. 22, n. 53. 
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metempsychosis that hold for them (Tim. 41d-42e). Although Plato 
develops the idea of human responsibility in a way which is not only 
more elaborate, but also rather different from what we find in 
Empedocles, he, too, associates the Demiurge with metempsychosis. 

That the fallen daimon preaches the gospel of metempsychosis and 
vegetarianism reminds one of the Gnostic "Erl6ser"; with the big 
distinction, of course, that he is a sinner himself. 

In conclusion, I would say that Parmenides' dualism was both 
attenuated and accentuated by Empedocles, who is somewhat less 
original than he is sometimes supposed to be. The advantage of the 
present approach, viz. that from a 'Gnostic' point of view, is that 
it brings out Empedocles' dependance upon Parmenides in more detail. 

As far as we know, Parmenides' fame as a poet was outshone by 
the much less difficult Empedocles; presumably, he was more of a 
success with philosophers such as Plato than with the world of literature 
in general. There are several indications that Empedocles continued 
to be read and appreciated. In Apollonius Rhodius, there are several 
passages where arguments and descriptions are clearly imitated, and 
there are quite a few verbal echoes in the Argonautica, some of them 
even from the Purifications; 62 and Ennius must at least have read 
the poem On nature. 63 The longer of these passages should have 
been printed in the C-section of the Empedocles-chapter in Vorsokr. 
It is not unlikely that the Purifications were read in some circles 
as a source for Pythagorean anthropology and ethics, since Timaeus 
of Taormina accused him of "having stolen the theories" of Pythagoras, 64 

62 Cf. above, n. 48. There is another passage of some length at Argon. IV, 672-4, 
676, where the poor monstrous fellows inhabiting Circe's island are described in 
Empedoc1ean terms (cf. Vorsokr. Fr. 3IB61); ib., 676-80, they are said to have been 
produced by the earth before the sun was a strong as it is now (cf. Fr. 31A 70, I p. 296, 
1-2; A75; and the 'doubtful' Fr. 31B154, now accepted by Kranz as genuine, I p. 561, 
31 f.). Not all of these parallels have been noted by Frankel, Nolen 77f., 531 f. - Other 
echoes have been pointed out by G. Boesch, De Apollonii Rhodii Eloculione, diss. Berlin 
1908,4; from the Kalh.: 111,1015-6 - B138; 111,298 - B136, 2; IV,1184 - B112, 11; 
from the phys. poem: IV,676f. [cf. above, n. 48]; 111,1263 - B43, I; E. Livrea, 
Ap. Rh. Arg. Lib. IV, Firenze 1973, 205f. on II, 672 f., adds 1,854 - B59, 2 and 5; 
IV,1024 - BIOO, II. Burkert, Keph. 142-3, gives a number of other references con
cerned with what was known of Empedoc1es in Hellenistic times. 

63 Above, n. 51; cf. also below, n. 151. 
64 FGrH 566 F 14 ap. D.L. VIII, 54 [for other names of authorities see D.L. VIII, 

54-56] = Vorsokr. Fr. 3IAI, I p. 277, 3lf. : clKOiicrUl S' aiJ'tov nIJ8ayopoIJ Ti~UloC; SlU 
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and also Theophrastus, in his influential historical work, appears to 
have connected him with the Pythagoreans. 65 Note that Parmenides 
was made the pupil of an otherwise unknown Pythagorean by Sotion 
(early 3rd cent. B.C.).66 Furthermore, Empedocles' cosmic Hate became 
part of the imagery of poetry. 67 The investigation of Parmenides' and 
Empedocles' 'Nachleben' cannot be pursued here; much of this heritage, 
of course, had been incorporated into the great Platonic synthesis, 
i.e. had become tralaticious. 

One exception, however, must be made. When the above had been 
written, I became aware, to my surprise, that an interpretatio Gnostica 
of Empedocles still survives. This, at least, is what is argued by J. Frickel 
in a splendid paper dealing with Unerkannte gnostische Schriften in 
Hippolyts Refutatio.68 The passage concerned is Ref VII,29-31. I 

"tii~ Eva"tll~ icr"tOpEl, f..tywv on Kamyvwcr8Ei~ Err! f..oyoKf..orri~ "ton: ... "trov f..oywv 
EKWf..u811 JlE"ttXE1V. 

65 Phys. op. fro 3 Diels ap. Simp\., In Phys. 25, 19f. (Vorsokr. Fr. 3IA6), and 
similarly ap. D.L. VIII, 55-6 [discount an interpolation: Hermippus Fr. 26 Wehrli, 
which should stop at cruv15w"tpiIjlUl], Vorsokr. 1,277,31 f. Cf. also Verden ius, Parm. 25. 
It should, however, be noted that Theophrastus, in his Opinions of the Physicists, the 
fragments of which as collected by Die1s are for the most part concerned with a discussion 
of their archai, can only have had the physical poem in mind. The link, then, which he 
may have suggested between the Pythagoreans and Empedocles must be sought in 
the analogy between Love: Hate as a pair of opposed principles (good: bad) and similar 
distinctions in, perhaps, the Pythagorean table of opposites discussed by Arist., Met. 
A 5, 986 a 22ff., and especially that between the (Platonic!) principles Theophrastus 
attributes to the Pythagoreans at Met. Ila26ff., viz. the One and the Indeterminate 
Dyad [on this passage see Burkert, Lore, 62-3]. Remarkably, no fragments from the 
Phys. op. dealing with the Pythagoreans have as yet been identified. 

66 Fr. 27 Wehrli, ap. D.L. IX, 21 (Vorsokr. I, p. 217, 24f.). F. Wehrli, Die Schule 
des Aristoteles. Supp. II : Sotion, Basel/Stuttgart 1978. 

67 See Bomer, o.c., 17, and on Ov., Metam. 1,17. R. Reitzenstein, Zwei religions
geschichtliche Fragen, Strassburg 1901, 66, argues that "die Kosmogonie in der helle
nistischen Poesie oft behandelt ist". Spoerri, o.c., 47f., correctly points out that the 
cosmogony in Ap. Rhod. I,496f. is significantly different from that to be found 
with so many Latin poets [but he has missed the (cosmological) passage in Ennius, 
which, although probably derived from Ennius' own reading of Empedocles and not 
necessarily dependent upon Hellenistic Greek poets, is itself a Hellenistic example and 
one which influenced the later Latins]. 

68 In: Gnosis and Gnosticism (NHS 8), Leiden 1977, [l19ff.], I 26ff. Apparently, 
Frickel is not familiar with the new views on Empedocles (see above, n. 46 and text 
thereto), and he does not refer to the very useful paper by J. P. Hershbell, Hippolytus' 
Elenchus as a Source for Empedocles Re-examined, in Phron. 1972, 97ff., 187ff., or 
to that of Burkert in Kephal. The new facts presented by Frickel, however, render a 
new investigation of this problem inevitable. [I may perhaps add that my own view 
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believe, however, that the proofs as offered by Frickel are not yet 
complete; at any rate, his suggestions prompted me to indulge in a 
bit of Quellenforschung of my own, the results of which I intend to 
publish elsewhere. Personally, I am fully satisfied that Ref VII, 29-31 
is indeed a Gnostic piece (Hippolytus' interpolations, moreover, can 
be easily distinguished). There are several remarkable features to these 
chapters. What, in the present paper, is of most interest to us is the fact 
that, pace this anonymous Gnostic, Love has no demiurgic function 
at all, since even the living beings (ourselves included) which according 
to the real Empedocles are the work of Love are here the creations of 
Hate. Love's only remaining function is that it still brings about 
non- or postcosmic unity and assists souls [no distinction here between 
daimon and human soul, cf. p. 213, 3 W.]69 to escape from the cosmos. 
Love, to our surprise, is assisted by a force intermediate between 
itself and Hate: (Empedocles') Muse, also called Dikaios Logos, who 
plays the part of the Gnostic 'Erl6ser'/'Offenbarer'. In a typically 
Gnostic way, not only (Empedoclean) vegetarianism is preached, but 
marriage and procreation are prohibited as well: to beget children 
is to assist Hate,70 and Hate is designated, expressis verbis, as tOV 

of Hippolytus' working-methods is a sort of compromise between that of Frickel, Die 
"Apophasis Megale" in Hippolyts ReJutatio, Roma 1968, and that of K. Koschorke, 
Hippolyts KetzerbekiimpJung und Polemik gegen die Gnostiker. Eine tendenz-kritische 
Untersuchung, Wiesbaden 1975]. 

69 This lack of discrimination is first found in Plutarch, cf. Hershbell, Hipp. Elench., 
189, 193f. 

70 P. 214, 9f. Wendland. Dodds, Gr. Irr., 154f. and 176f., n. 23, tends to accept 
this as valid for Empedocles, and so does O'Brien, o.c., 209-10, who needs this 
passage for a zoogony of Hate in the double cycle. O'Brien adduces some other 
passages in support; but Gellius' allegorical interpretation of the taboo on beans, NA 
IV, 11, 9-10 (Vorsokr. ad Fr. 31B141) is about too much sex, not about no sex at all. 
Note that Clement, Strom. III, 24, 1-2, gives exactly the same interpretation of the 
bean taboo and that in the larger context, ib. III, 12 and 21-25, where he argues 
against the Marcionite ban on marriage [and Marcion, pace Hippolytus, plagiarized 
Empedocles], he quotes a number of lines from Greek poetry against having children 
and no doubt would also have quoted Empedocles if this had been possible [he quotes 
other lines of Empedocles in this polemic, III, 14, 2-3]; on Plut., De soli. an. 964 D-E 
see Burkert, Kephal. 138. On Gnostic abstinence generally see Rudolph, Die Gnosis, 
263f.; in the chapter preceding those on Empedocles Hippolytus deals with Saturnilus, 
attributing to him both vegetarianism and the ban on sex (p. 209, 14f. W.) - this 
has been stolen from Irenaeus: cf. Adv. Haer. V, 18, p. 198 Harvey: "nubere autem 
et generare a Satana dicunt esse; multi autem ex iis, qui sunt ab eo, et ab animalibus 
(cf. Empedocles!) abstinent". See also Hershbell, Hipp. EI., 207. 
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8l]lllOUPYOV tou8£ toU K6(j~ou. 71 Hate, again, is responsible for the 
fall of the daimon, i.e., pace this Gnostic, for that of human souls 
generally (Vorsokr. Fr. 31B115, completely preserved only here, is 
quoted in support). 72 

4. Early Orphism (and Early Pythagoreanism) 

I shall not go deeply into the difficult subject of Orphism, although 
to Professor Quispel this is a very dear topic. 7 3 Of course, skepticism 
towards Early Orphism in general is no longer possible after the 
discovery and partial publication of the Derveni papyrus. 74 We now 
have an incontrovertible terminus ante quem (c. 330 B.c.) for Orph. 
Fr. 21a Kern, lines 2, 4a, and 7,75 and the commentary in the papyrus 
also discusses lines that were new to us. As to the fragment ap. Kern 
as a whole, judgement must be postponed until all of the papyrus 
has been published. [This modern 'Orphic mystery' has its own initiated, 
who are obliged to remain silent]. Even if, provisionally, Fr. 2la Kern 
as a whole would be accepted as a genuine Early Orphic piece, it still 
would be irrelevant to our present discussion (though not, perhaps, 

71 VII, 29, p. 212, 17f.; cf. p. 211, 14f. W. - Burkert, Kephal. 140f., points out 
that 'Hippolytus" fundamental dualism agrees fairly well with Plutarch's "philosophische 
Position", but argues that Plutarch himself depends on an earlier source, a point of 
view to which I would agree (cf. below, n. 152). 

72 It should be noted that Zuntz, in his edition of the fragments, does not deal 
with the special character of the chapters in Hippolytus. 

73 The Demiurge in the Apocryphon of John, in Nag Hammadi and Gnosis (NHS 14), 
Leiden 1978, 10 f.; God is Eros, in Early Christian Literature and the Classical Tradition 
(Festschr. R.M. Grant), Paris 1979, [189ff.], 200f. 

74 S. G. Kapsomenos, Der Papyrus von Derveni, in Gnom. 1963, 222f.; '0 OP<I>IKOr 
OAOYPOr THr 0ErrAi\ONIKHr, in Arch. Delt. 1964, 17ff.; The Orphic Papyrus Roll 
of Thessalonica, in Bull. Am. Soc. Pap. 1964-5, 3ff. See further Ch. Picard, in Melanges 
Carcopino, Paris 1966, 737ff.; R. Merkelbach, in ZPE 1967, 2Iff.; W. Burkert, Orpheus 
und die Vorsokratiker, in Antike und Abendl. 1968, 93ff., and La genese des choses et des· 
mots, in EPh. 1970, 443ff.; P. Boyance, Remarques sur Ie papyrus de Derveni, in REG 
1974, 91 ff. For another early commentary on an old religious poem see above, n. 59. 

75 Plato, Lg. IV, 715c (Vorsokr. Fr. IB6, Orph. Fr. 21 Kern) paraphrases line I. 
Orph. Fr. 168 Kern, which contains some lines from Fr. 21a, shows the unstable 
character of this literature: additions to the old stock were freely made. R. Reitzenstein, 
in: Reitzenstein-Schader, Studien zum antiken Synkretismus, Leipzig-Berlin 1926, repr. 
Darmstadt 1965, 68ff., believed that the long version - Fr. 168 - is old and drew 
some fantastic conclusions. 
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to that of monistic or pantheistic side-currents in Gnosticism): there 
is no sign of a depreciation of the universe in these lines, for Zeus, 
the supreme deity (line 7), "is" earth and heaven, breath and fire, 
the sea, the sun, and the moon. 76 No Phanes/Eros here, let alone an 
Evil Demiurge, since it is Zeus himself who produces all things out 
of himself. 

It is, as yet, impossible to say whether the poem expounded in the 
papyrus is older than the 5th cent. B.C.; the commentary appears 
to be dateable to the end of the 5th cent. (cf. especially Burkert's 
fundamental exegesis). 

As to the Orphic ErosjPhanes, there is - in spite of Aristophanes 
and of one of the more mysterious gold leaves 77 - as yet no evidence 
to put him in (let alone before) the Presocratic period. His conspicuous 
absence from Fr. 21a Kern is not, however, decisive. Orphic literature 
seems to have been of all sorts.78 But if Aristophanes' tirade would 
be accepted as evidence for an Early Orphic Phanes/Eros, the con
clusion that this sort of Orphic literature 79 is as irrelevant to the 
present paper as that represented by Fr. 21a Kern would still follow. 
In Aristophanes' cosmogony, there is not the slighest hint that the 
subsequent, i.e. actual, condition of things is inferior to their original 
condition - quite the reverse. 

The only pre-Platonic Orphic (or Orphico-Pythagorean) doctrine 

76 Boyance, REG 19711, 95, calls this pantheism; so also U. Bianchi, La religione 
greca, Torino 1975,235. K. M. Fischer, Tendenz und Absicht des Epheserbriefes, Gottingen 
1973, 71 f., argues that "die Allgottvorstellung" is a universal phenomenon; Orph. 
Fr. 168 Kern, which he dates to the Hellenistic period, is characterized by him as not 
Gnostic. 

77 See above, n. 16, in fine. - Orph. Fr. 47 Kern, a text on a gold leaf from 
Thurii from which Diels reconstructed an Orphic poem (Vorsokr. Fr. IB21; "durchaus 
hypothetisch") has to be written off as unintelligible, cf. Zuntz, Pers., 344ff.; line three 
TE<I>ANHr can be read as t' i:<pavll~ or as t£ <I>avll~, and those who, backed by 
D. Comparetti's first accessible report (in JHS 1880, 114), read the latter, drew wild 
conclusions from it. 

78 See P. Boyance, Sur I'Orphisme, REA 1938, 163ff.; M.L. West, Graeco-Oriental 
Orphism in the Third Cent. B.C., in Trav. VIe Congr. it. Class., Madrid Bucure~ti-Paris 
1976, [221 fT.], 221. - For an up-to-date authoritative survey of Early Orphism and 
related phenomena see W. Burkert, Griech. ReI., 432-51. 

79 West, o.c., dates this class of Orphic writings to the Hellenistic period. [I cannot 
enter here into the influences of later Orphic upon Gnostic literature]. 
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which can be - and actually has been 80 - fruitfully compared to a 
Gnostic doctrine is the belief that incarnation is a punishment; 81 

see Plat., erato 400c = Orph. Fr. 8 Kern, Vorsokr. Fr. IB3, and the 
other texts cited by Kern together with Fr. 8. The suggestion that 
the crime involved is that committed by the Titans against Dionysus 
cannot be rejected out of hand. 82 There is nothing cosmological about 
this crime and punishment, however; the one 'Gnostic' parallel in 
Early Orphism is anthropological only. Of course, if, as the Orphics 
said, "the body is a prison", there must be something wrong with 
bodies. There is no sign, however, that human bodies were ever 
thought of by the Orphics as natural phenomena or that they inferred 
that, if these are wrong, all of nature must be wrong, too. As a matter 
of fact, a pessimistic anthropology is, historically speaking, perfectly 
compatible with an optimistic cosmology (cf. Fr. 21a Kern). 

There is a good parallel for this compatibility. The anthropological 
doctrine of the Pythagorean Philolaus (2nd half 5th cent. B.c.), viz. 
that "the body is a tomb", is even more pessimistic than its Orphic 
counterpart. 83 A dualistic view of the relation between body and 
soul with a clearly puritanical colouring is typical for early Pythagoreanism 
generally. But there is no sign of pessimism in the cosmology of 
Philolaus; on the contrary, in his world all things are held together 
by "harmony". 84 Compare also the Pythagorean theory cited Plat., 
Gorg. 507e-508b: 85 heaven and earth, and gods and men, are held 

80 Cf. Rudolph, Die Gnosis, 303. and above, n. 60. Bianchi, ReI. gr. 230, admits 
that Orphic dualism is concerned with body/soul only. 

81 and the body a prison. There is a difference between this view and the cri1>~a

crfj~a doctrine [cf. Philo!., Vorsokr. 44B14] also mentioned by Plato in this passage. 
The views are, however, related; at Phaed. 62b = Vorsokr. Fr. 44B15 the idea that 
the body is a prison is attributed to Philolaus. 

82 See S. Reinach, Une allusion d Zagreus dans un probleme d'Aristote, in Cultes, 
Mythes et Religions, t. 5, Paris 1923, 61 ff.; the paper by Boyance cited above, n. 78; 
the somewhat skeptical I. M. Linforth, The Arts of Orpheus. Berkeley/L.A. 1941, repr. 
New York 1973. 307ff.; M. Detienne. Dionysos mis d mort ou Ie bouilli roti, in ASNPisa 
1974, 1193ff. 

83 Above, n. 81; cf. also n. 59. 
84 Vorsokr. 44BI, B2: ap~ovia binds together the constituents of the universe. 

The "one in the centre of the sphere" is "to npfiwv ap~ocretv, Fr. 44B7. See Burkert, 
Lore, 251 f., 268. 

85 See Dodds ad loc., 337f. Burkert, Lore, 77f. and esp. n. 157. argues that all 
the ideas in this passage, when taken separately, can be paralleled from non-Pythagorean 
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together by love and orderliness and wise restraint, and this is precisely 
why the world is called Kocrll0<;; all these relations depend on "geo
metrical equality". This is as un-Gnostic as can be, and significantly 
anticipates the cosmology of the Timaeus. 86 

The main lesson to be drawn from this brief overview of Early 
Orphism and Early Pythagoreanism is, or so I believe, that a dualistic 
and pessimistic anthropology alone does not yet constitute a 'Gnostic' 
phenomenon. Gnostic anthropology is unthinkable without a very 
definite and pessimistic view of the universe and its creator. Parmenides 
may have been influenced by the Pythagorean doctrine of the relation 
between body and soul, if, that is, Simp!. In Phys. p. 39, 20f. is indeed 
about metempsychosis; 87 but this influence is certainly not the most 
important strand of his anthropology.88 His originality, as compared 
with Orphism and Pythagorean ism, is that this anthropology has been 
linked up in a consistent way with a pessimistic cosmology - not, as 
we have noticed, in the sense that the world is evil, but in as far as 
there is a definite gap between the mistaken universe and a better 
condition of things. In Empedocles' anthropology, the Pythagorean 
strands, in the Purifications at least, are flagrant; as we have noticed, 
however, he has been even more deeply influenced by Parmenides and 
by his struggle to answer the latter's unanswered question. This is 
eminently visible in his physics, where we encounter a distinction 
between the present condition of things ('" the universe) and their 
future and past condition ('" Sphairos). Strictly speaking, therefore, 
Parmenides and Empedocles are far more 'Gnostic' than Early Orphism 
and Early Pythagoreanism 89 can be said to be. 

5. Plato and Aristotle on the Demiurge and the Universe 

The Plato of the early and the mature dialogues is not interested in 
cosmology as such. He is a Parmenidean - and more of one than 

literature (although he admits that it has a "distinctly Pythagorean flavor"). But it is 
their combination which is decisive. 

86 Cf. Burkert, Lore, 78. 
87 Above, p. 268f. and n. 19. 
88 Above, n. 4, and text thereto. 
89 For Parmenides and Empedocles as influenced by Pythagoreanism and as 'Pytha

goreans' see above, p. 287f.; for Theophrastus' platonizing interpretation of 'Pythago
reanism' see above, n. 65. 
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the Presocratic physicists who make up the Parmenidean tradition 90 -
in as far as he posits perfect and really real Things (the Ideas) beyond 
this world of ours. The ascetic anthropology of the Phaedo, to be 
sure, has been much influenced by Orphic and Pythagorean ideas, and 
the suggestion, in the myth (Phaed. lO9bf.), that we live in one of 
the numerous hollows near the real surface of the earth has a disparaging 
ring. In the same dialogue, however, Anaxagoras is singled out for 
special criticism because he had failed to show that things in our 
world have been arranged in the best way possible (97cff.; at 99b-c, 
this criticism is extended to all physicists). This is cosmological 
optimism. 91 Plato, after all, is much concerned with bridging the gap 
between the world and the Ideas: things here reflect, imitate, participate 
in the Ideas. Plato's pessimism, I would say, is anthropological, not 
cosmological, and it is mitigated by his conviction that a measure 
of contact with the higher reality of the Ideas is possible, if not for every
body, then at least for the leaders of a just society. This, of course, is 
what the argument in the Republic is about. Here, too, there are 
passages which have a pessimistic ring: in the famous allegory of 
the cave, Rep. VII 514aff., the world of ordinary human experience 
is reduced to a shadowy performance at the dead end of a subterranean 
hollow [cf. the imagery of the Phaedo-myth] , with men as prisoners. 
The latter image, no doubt, echoes the Orphic idea of the body as a 
prison. 92 In the story of the cave, there is, if I may use the Gnostic term, 
an 'Erl6ser' who frees one of the prisoners and not only shows him 
what really goes on inside the subterranean world, but also takes him 
up the steep path to the real world outside. Plato explains that this is 
an image for the journey of the soul away from this world to the 
true world of the Ideas; the anonymous 'Erl6ser' turns out to be 
education, i.e. philosophy.93 In this passage, too, the emphasis is 

90 Cf. above, n. 45, and text thereto. 
91 For Gorg. 507ef. cf. above, n. 86, and text thereto. 
92 See above, n. 81, and on this idea in the allegory of the cave Guthrie, Hist. Gr. 

Phil., IV, Cambridge 1975, 517f. 
93 "tfj~ ljIuxfj~ avoliov: Rep. 517c; for the comparison with leaving Hades ib. 521c; 

for 1tU\lida as n':xvTJ .. , "tfj~ m;ptay{j)yfj~ [sc. of the "fettered" soul] ib., 518b-d; for 
the role of IlU9i]J.Ia"ta and <plAocro<pia ib., 521cff. In Rep. X, 614d, Er is to be aYYf.AO~ 
(a different concept from that of "Erloser"); cf. further K. W. Troger, Mysterienglaube 
und Gnosis in Corpus Hermeticum XIII, Berlin 1971, 162, with references. 
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on the anthropological and epistemological, not on the cosmological 
aspect. There is no suggestion whatever that the whole show inside 
the cave has been arranged, let alone the cave been created, by a 
malicious power. It is, though, interesting to note in what way Plato 
uses tralaticious motifs for his own purposes: that of the body as a 
prison, and that of the underworld interpreted - as by the 0'6«>0<; 
in the Gorgias - as a symbol for the world of our own experience. 

In the masterpiece of his old age, the Timaeus, Plato sets out to 
accomplish what Anaxagoras, as had been argued in the Phaedo, 
had failed to do. He explains how it has come to be that the world 
and what is contained therein reflect and resemble 94 the Ideas: a 
supreme divinity, the Demiurge, made the world after an ideal pattern, 
and caused it to be filled with beings which likewise resemble ideal 
things. The introduction of the ideal paradigm is an original feature of 
this cosmology; so is also Plato's invention of the predecessor of 
Aristotle's matter, viz. the Mother of Becoming, Place, Nurse, Receptacle 
or Erring Cause, which had been there before the Demiurge began 
his work and is indispensable to it, but remains a source of inevitable 
imperfection. The world is good, but only the Ideas are perfect. 

After what has been said above,95 it is not necessary to return to 
the subject of the division of labour between the Demiurge and the 
"young gods". 96 At present, I am more concerned with the special 
emphasis put by Plato on the goodness of the Demiurge (Tim. 29a, 
29d-30a, 37a). He explicitly rejects the suggestion that such a Demiurge 
could be not good: "if this world is beautiful and its maker is good, 
clearly he looked to the eternal [sc. model], but if they are what 
cannot even be uttered without blasphemy, he looked to a [sc. model] 
which has come to be" [d ~f::v 81'1 KuA6<; EO'ttV 081': 6 K6O'~0<; 0 'tl': 
~11~toUPYO<; uyu96<;, 8iiAOV m<; 1tpo<; 'to ui8tov E~AI':1tI':V' d 8f:: 0 
~ 118' d1tl':iv 'tt Vl 9E~ 1<;, 1tpo<; ycyov6<;, Tim. 29a]. Consequently, 
in what is perhaps Plato's most widely read and studied work, one 
finds the notion of an evil Demiurge, even if this notion is only in-

94 cr. B. Witte, Der Eikos Logos in Plalos Timaios, in AGPh 1961, 63ff. (rather 
than Guthrie, Hisl. Gr. Phil. V, 250f.). 

95 P. 271,272. 
96 VEo!'; ... BWl';, Tim. 42d. This should not be translated with "new gods"; the 

Demiurge, who has created them, is 'older', and he teaches them how to work. 
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troduced to be immediately and totally rejected. It is, of course, a 
tantalizing question what "model which has come to be" Plato's 
Demiurge could have looked to at all, had he not been good. The 
only possible candidate (since there is not, as yet, a world or another 
world) is, I would say, Lady Mother of Becoming, who already is 
in a condition of sorts before the Demiurge begins to build: she 
is said to contain "traces" (ixvT]) of the elements which she moves 
and by which she is moved at random, with a sort of "winnowing" 
of like to like as a result (Tim. 30a; 52c-53b). 97 What sort of world 
would result if a Demiurge would use this condition of things as a 
model? A world such as that of Anaxagoras, I suppose, whose cosmic 
Intellect is a source of movement and of the separation of the con
stituents of the original agglomeration only (Vorsokr. Fr. 59B12, BI3),98 
and this, it will be recalled, is the sort of world Plato rejected already 
in the Phaedo. 

There is much, in the Timaeus, that is implicitly polemical. We should 
not, however, think only of Anaxagoras in this respect, but also of 
Empedocles. I believe that the special emphasis put by Plato on the 
goodness of the Demiurge implies that he rejects Empedocles' use of 
"accursed Hate" as a cosmological agent, viz. as the entity responsible 
for the distribution of the great elemental masses and for the installation 
of the heavenly bodies. He also rejects the idea that the cosmos is 
periodically destroyed by a Love creating the perfect Sphairos. The 
world such as it is here and now is as perfect as is possible: it is the 
Demiurge whos has already made this world a perfect ball, described 
by Plato in terms which recall Empedocles' description of the non-

97 There is already ytv£<H~ before there is a world (Tim. 52d). 
98 It should be noted that in Anaxagoras, each thing in the world reflects the 

original condition of things (Vorsokr. Fr. 59B4, the beginning; B6; BII). - For 
Plato's criticism of Anaxagoras see e.g. Solmsen, Kl. Schr. I, 339; for the original 
mass in Vorsokr. Fr. 59B.1 as a material principle cf. Arist., Met. K 6, 1064b 29f.; A 2, 
106% 21; and H. Chern iss, Aristotle's Criticism of Presocratic Philosophy, Baltimore 
1935, repr. New York 1976, 77 n. 3 I 3, 236. Aet. 1,7,5-6 explicitly compares Anaxagoras 
and Plato: Anaxag. says Eicr'tllK£1 KU1:" apxa~ 1:a crool-lum, vou~ OE ulna OI£KOcrI-lTJcr£ 
9£Ou K.1:.A. [cf. Arist., Phys. 0 I, 250b 24f.]; Plato, however, OVX tcr1:TJKOm tmt9no 
1:a 1tpoom crool-lum, a1:aK1:ro~ OE KIVOUI-l£VU [cf. Tim. 30a, KIVOUI-l£vov ... a1:uK1:ro~]' 

010 Kui 6 9£o~, IjlTJcriv, €1tlcr1:"cru~, oo~ 1:U~I~ a1:u~iu~ Ecr1:i ~£A 1:irov [cf. Tim. 30a d~ 
1:U~lV ... EK 1:ii~ a1:u~iu~, i]YTJcrul-l£vo~ EKEiVO ... cll-l£IVOV], OI£KOcrI-lTJcr£v UV1:u. 
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cosmic God made by Love.99 The Demiurge, also, reorganizes the 
confusedly moving mass of the Receptacle by giving specific shapes 
to the elemental particles and molecules (Tim. 53cff.) and by setting 
out the elements according to the order of an avaAoyia (Tim. 31 b-33b) : 
the present distribution of the great elemental masses is not the 
work of a disruptive, but that of an organizing force, and for this 
reason the condition of things becomes a stable one: the world shall 
forever remain as it has been organized by the Demiurge now. What 
the Demiurge, ordering the previously only minimally informed (ixvTJ!) 
elements in this way, brings about among them is <plAia (Tim. 32c); 
the polemical point against Empedocles is unmistakable. 100 The organi
zation and putting into position of the heavenly bodies, too, is the 
work of the good Demiurge; here, too, the role of "harmony" is de
cisive (Tim. 35bff.). A cosmic cycle such as that taught by Empedocles 
is no longer possible: the larger roles of Love and Hate have, so to 
speak, been telescoped, so that a permanent condition of things results, 
whereas the zoogonic rOle of Love has been taken over by the Young 
Gods, as demiurges of a lower order. 

There is no Hate in Plato's universe, only Love, and what is not 
very good there (the fact that we are mortal, for instance, or do not 
live as long as we could have if our skulls had been thicker) 101 is 
either inevitable or all for the best. 

This reading of the Timaeus with Empedocles' cosmology in mind 
has the additional advantage of bringing out to the full the character 

99 Tim. 33aff. _ Emp., Vorsokr. Fr. B28, B29, cf. B134. There are also echoes 
of Parmenides' description of the Sphere of Being, Vorsokr. Fr. 28B8, 42f.; also this 
Sphere is, so to speak, made immanent. 

100 Cf. e.g. Guthrie Y, 278 n. 1. The idea is already to be found in the Symposium: 
186d-e (microcosm), 188a-b (macrocosm). ~ J. P. HershbelI, in his careful study Empe
doclean Influences on the Timaeus, in Phoenix 1974, 145ff., argues that such influences 
are minimal or nonexistent. His criteria for determining influence are: (I) explicit 
reference by the author of the influenced work; (2) obvious and significant verbal 
echoes; (3) similar or identical concepts or ideas (o.c., 146). I believe that a fourth 
criterium should be added: critical reaction or correction (cf. Hershbell, o.c., 153). ~ I 
have no wish to deny, of course, that Plato's use of 'analogy' and 'harmony' is inspired 
by Pythagoreanism (cf. above, n. 84 and text thereto). The point, however, is that 
the Demiurge in Plato uses the properties of number to shape the body and soul of 
the Universe, while Empedoc1es' Love only uses proportion to create the parts of living 
beings (cf. Vorsokr. Fr. B96, B98) and, one may presume, the a-cosmic Sphere. 

101 Tim. 75bf., folIowed by Chrysippus (SVF II 1169; cf. II 1176, 1178). 
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of the pre-cosmic agglomerative mass, which, in Plato's view, was 
perhaps not even three-dimensional,I02 but at any rate not spherical. 
Here Love is absent, for this is introduced only later by the Demiurge. 
Should we say that Hate is present? Plato does not say so at Tim. 
52c-53b; rather, the interactions of the traces of the elements and 
the receptacle are described as a sort of blind and irrational process, 
which has gone on for ever and ever: there is no need, as in Empe
docles, of a disruptive force to dismember a Sphere, because there 
never had been such a Sphere. Such separation, however, as does 
take place in the Receptacle ~ (the "winnowing") ~ before the inter
vention of the Demiurge could be interpreted in terms of Empe
docles' Hate as the force responsible for the agglomeration of separate 
elements. Actually, this is how it was interpreted by later authors, 
who read back Empedocles' Hate into Plato's pre-cosmic mass. One 
may think, for instance, of the cosmogony at the beginning of Ovid's 
Metamorphoses: there is a chaotic mass of disordered elements and 
no ordered universe; "frigida pugnabant calidis, umentia siccis" etc., 
until "hanc deus et melior litem natura diremit" by separating the 
elements from one another and organizing the physical universe. 1 03 
We also find it in Plut., Fac. 926E-927A, who explicitly compares the 
condition of things under Hate as in Empedocles to that in the 
Timaeus before the Demiurge sets to work.104 These, however, are 

102 Cf. Tim. 31b 4ff.: God gives the universe ~ueo<; and makes it (rt!:PWE10fj (32a-b); 
note that stereos, in this passage, is ambiguous: both 'three-dimensional' and 'hard', 
i.e. material. 

103 The lines quoted are Metam. I, 19 and 21. On this cosmogony in Ovid and others 
see the excellent study by Spoerri, Spathel/. Ber., 1-113, who rightly emphasizes its 
platonizing colouring. There is, however, also an Epicurean aspect to the war of the 
elements; cf. Bignone, O.C., 106ff. Note that the expression "god and nature" is 
Aristotelian (cf. Cael. A4, 27Ia33). 

104 Spoerri, O.C., 75, points out that Plutarch is closer to Plato than Ovid C.S. 

because he does not speak of the pre-cosmic battle of the elements. But Plutarch 
refers to Titans and Giants (926 E), i.e. to war, and to the speculative idea of the 
destruction (OIUAU<n<;, i.e. into its elements) of the cosmic order, and in one and 
the same breath to to VciKO<; ... to 'EJ.l1tEOOKAEOU<;. - To illustrate the pre-cosmic 
condition Plutarch (926 E) quotes Vorsokr. Fr. 31B27, 1-2, which is also quoted by 
Simplicius, who says it refers to the condition of things in Sphairos, i.e. not, as in 
Plutarch, to that under the dominion of Hate. Cherniss, in the Loeb-ed., ad loc., 
p. 82f. n. c, argues that Plutarch's interpretation may be right. But Simplicius had 
the text before his eyes. Plutarch, as so often, is probably quoting from memory 
[for a splendid example of E1tEAeoVta tij J.lvT]J.llJ KatU ti]v 'Ypaq>i]v see the whole of 
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later developments, and the fact that the pre-cosmic condition as in 
the Timaeus does not, strictly speaking, correspond to that of the 
physical universe under Hate as in Empedocles! 05 should not make 
us unwilling to accept that Plato's cosmogony as a whole is (also!) a 
critical response to that of Empedocles, and that this, in part, explains 
why he calls the Demiurge good, and anyhow fully explains why he 
explicitly rejects the idea that a Demiurge could be not good. 

Aristotle believed that Plato, in the Timaeus, meant what he said, 
viz. he assumed that Plato was serious when he spoke of cosmogony.! 06 

He also accepted Plato's central and novel view that the divine is 
(l) perfect, or wholly good, and (2) never changes.! 07 According to 
Aristotle, however, the world is eternal, ! 08 and this rules out cosmogony. 
The idea of a Demiurge, in consequence, has to be rejected. Aristotle's 
argument (or rather part of it) against this idea has been preserved 

Vito Per., c. 24], and this is why there is a stopgap variant (UYAUOV d(io<; instead of 
Simplicius' OOKEU yuiu) at the end of line I. - See also H. G6rgemanns, Unters. zu 
Plutarchs Dialog De Facie, Heidelberg 1970, 100f., and my paper Hesiod and Parmenides 
in Nag Hammadi, to be pub\. in VigChr. 1981. 

105 J.B. Skemp, The Theory of Motion in Plato's Later Dialogues, Cambridge 1942, 
en\. repro Amsterdam 1967, 59 and 140, compares Empedocles' Hate and Plato's 
Mother of Becoming, both, in his view, responsible for the movement of like to like. 
But in Empedocles, Hate (cf. above, n. 47) is not the cause of this movement, but only 
of the breaking-up of Sphairos and other compounds, while in Plato it derives from the 
interaction between the "traces" of the elements and the Receptacle. Hershbell, Emp. 
Infl., 155, following O'Brien (o.c., 312f.), argues against Skemp that 'like to like' is 
caused by both Love and Hate; see, however, above, n. 47. - For a good discussion 
of these passages in the Tim. see W. Spoerri, Encore Platon et ['Orient, in RPh. 1957, 
[209ff.], 212f. 

106 Cae/. AI, 10-12; this was accepted by Theophr., Phys. op. Fr. 10 and Fr. II 
Diels. Xenocrates, Fr. 54 Heinze, and Speusippus, Fr. 54b Lang, argued that Plato 
did not say what he meant, since what he really meant was that the universe can no 
more have a beginning than an end. From this it would follow that Plato did not 
tell his pupils how to interpret the Timaeus, i.e. literally (Aristotle) or allegorically 
(Speusippus-Xenocrates). For the discussion in antiquity see M. Baltes, Die Weltent
stehung des platonischen Timaios nach den antiken Interpreten, Leiden 1976; the other 
Peripatetics generally followed Aristotle (Baltes, O.C., 83 ff.). Cf. also Phi\" Aet. mu. 
14-16. 

107 Plato, Rep. II, 378eff.; Arist., De phil. Fr. 16 Ross ap. Simp\., In Cael. p. 288, 
28-289, 15 Heiberg. Simplicius points out Aristotle's debt to Plato. On the Demiurge 
in the Tim. as being good see above, p. 295 f. 

108 Cae/. A, 10f., cf. A 3, A 9, 279a 17 f., B I, Mete. A 14, 352a l7ff.; De phil. fr. 19a-c 
Ross. Aet., II 5, I. 
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by Philo, Aet. mu. 39-43 = Arist. Fr. 21 Rose, De Phil. Fr. 19c Ross.109 
This is chiefly concerned with a Demiurge's motives for destroying a 
universe and so Plato is not its only target since according to Plato 
the world is not destroyed; but it includes Plato in as far as it also 
deals with the implications of a universe's being constructed by a 
possible Demiurge. Aristotle argues that, if a universe is constructed, 
this entails a change, i.e. also a change of the activity of the Demiurge. 
Such a change, however, is contrary to the perfect and therefore 
unchanging nature of God (cf. also Simpl., In Cael. 288,28[[. = Arist. 
Fr. 16 Rose, De phil. Fr. 16 Ross). The fashioning of a new universe 
to replace an old one would entail that the substitute is either (a) 
worse than or (b) equal to or (c) better than the actual universe. If 
(a), then God's nature will have changed for the worse, which contra
dicts the definition of the divine. If (b), God would behave like a foolish 
child and be a f.la·tal6novo~ 110 - quod non. If (c), also the Demiurge 
will have become better than before, hence when he made the former 
universe his art and understanding must have been less good than 
they are this time: a sacrilegious thought (on£p ouoi: ei:f.ll~ uno
VO£tV tan v). This perhaps even echoes Tim. 29a, 6 f.lTJO' £indv TtVl 
ei:f.ll~. 111 Aristotle, in other words, not only, like Plato, rejects the 

[09 The arguments in De phil. lean heavily on Plato's arguments that the world 
cannot be destroyed: Fr. 19a, about internal and external causes of destruction - Tim. 
32c-33b, Laws 903b; Fr. 19c, that the Demiurge shall not destroy the universe, depends 
on the main cosmological argument of the Tim. See further J. Mansfeld, Providence and 
the Destruction of the Universe in Early Stoic Thought, in M.l. Vermaseren (ed.), 
Studies in Hellenistic Religions (EPRO 68), Leiden 1979, [l29ff.j, 140ff. 

[ [0 This may echo an expression of Plato: at Tim. 40d, the speaker says that 
a further exposition of astronomical theory without the help of instruments would be a 
I-UlTUlO<; ... 1tovo<;. Echoes of Heraclitus may also be involved: Vorsokr. Fr. 22852, 
the aHOV as a playing child; Fr. 870, on 1tuiowv aOUPI-lUTU, cf. Hom., II. XV, 361 f. 
See B. Effe, Studien zur Kosmologie und Theologie der aristotelischen Schrift .. Uber die 
Philosophie", Miinchen 1970, 20 n. 68. In its present form in Philo, however, argument 
(b) is perhaps better understood as being directed against the Stoic theory that each 
universe made by God is an exact replica of its predecessor (cf. EPRO 68, 169ff.); 
for anti-Stoic amplifications of Aristotle's arguments see Effe, o.c., 18f., and below, 
p. 3 !Of. To be sure, the idea can be paralleled in the Epicurean argument against 
the Demiurge ap. Aet. 1,7,9, Dox. 301a, 6-7: KEvui<; ... 1tpa~Ecnv (so Effe, o.c., 23), 
but 'Aetius' does not argue against repeated cosmogonies. 

[11 See above, p. 295. - The expression itself may have been varied somewhat by 
Philo; cf. Op. mund. 17, AtYElV f] lJ1tOVOElV OU OEI-ll"tOV; Leg. all. II 3 (on God: if he is 
greater or smaller, he is perishable, 01tEP ouol': Otl-ll<; vofiITat); Aet. mu. 32, lJ1tovodv 
OUK EUUyt<;; 81, lJ1tovodv"to aouvu"tov; 84 (God will die), 0 Wl0l': Otl-ll<; lJ1tovodv. 
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idea that God should ever destroy the world, but in addition to this 
also refuses to believe that he should have made one, for even this 
suggestion implies the blasphemous thought that something would 
have been wrong with the nature of God. Also note that, if only for 
argument's sake, Aristotle studies the possibility that a Demiurge would 
have made or makes a world which is not as good as it could be, 
just a Plato, though only negatively, had formulated the notion of a 
bad Demiurge. 112 

It will perhaps be argued that Aristotle's arguments in De phil. 
Fr. 19c Ross cannot have been directed against Plato, because he also 
argues against the destruction of the universe which is excluded by 
Plato. I have already said above that Plato is not the only target of 
the argument: this is confirmed by Cael. I 10 (10-12 as a whole are 
against Plato), which argues against all the physicists (279bI2ff.), 
and singles out Empedocles and (surprisingly) Heraclitus for special 
mention. Now part of the third argument of De phil. Fr. 19c is 
easily applicable to Plato. Furthermore, we know that Aristotle, in 
the De phil., also argued against Plato's unique cosmogony; this follows 
from Cic., Luc. 119 = Arist. Fr. 22 Rose, De phil. Fr. 20 Ross: 
"neque enim ortum esse un quam mundum, quod nulla fuerit novo 
cons i lio inito tam praeclari operis inceptio". Cicero continues with 
what is a brief recapitulation of De phil. Fr. 19a (ap. Phil., Aet. mu. 20f.), 
which shows that the brief version of the other argument just quoted 
belongs in the same context; and it is anyhow related to De phil. 
Fr. 19c. Novum consilium, of course, applies to the Timaeus, where 
the Demiurge decides to plan an order of things. Effe, in his excellent 
study of the De phil., has argued that this argument against the 
cosmogony of the Timaeus was used and adapted by Epicurus and 
his followers in their criticism of (not only Plato, but also of) the 
StoiCS. 113 It survives in three versions: (1) Aet. 1,7,4-10; (2) Lucr. 
V, 156ff.; (3) Cic., ND I, 21 f.114 The sections of this argument which 
deal with the Stoic idea that the universe would have been made for 
the sake of man cannot, of course, derive from Aristotle, and may be 
discounted. However, I accept Effe's proof that part of the argument 

112 See ibid. 
113 D.c., 23 ff. 
114 I shall return to the Epicureans shortly. 
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was taken over from the De phil. 115 I shall concentrate on the version 
of Aetius, which explains Cicero's "novum consilium" by focussing 
on the condition of God (= the Demiurge) before he decided to create. 
He must have existed, and cannot have been asleep, for God is eternal, 
and an eternal sleep equals death. If awake, he was either unhappy 
or happy; if the first, he would not have been God; if the second, 
he would not have troubled himself with KEvmc; ... rrpCt~Ecnv, i.e. by 
creating a world. Effe points out that 'Aetius' does not argue from 
unchangeability and perfection, as Arist. De phil. Fr. 19c, but from 
eternal being and eternal bliss 116 as attributes of God. This is not 
the whole truth. Aet. 1,7, 4ff. argues against both Anaxagoras and 
Plato 117 because both, pace Aetius, hold that God intervenes in order 
to build the world from elements: immobile elements in Anaxagoras' 
case, disorderly moving ones in Plato's case. Both, he says, are wrong 
to assume (a) that God bothers about men [it should, of course, 
be noted that Providence is not only an important factor in Stoic 
theology, but also in that of Plato!] and that (b) for this reason 
he constructed the universe (LOV KocrllOV KamcrKWCt~OVLa, Dox. 300a8). 
For the divinity - described with Epicurean epithets - is not receptive 
towards whatever evil (Ka KOU rrCtVLOC; UDEKLOV); if he would shoulder 
the burden and worry about the construction of the universe (dC; LtlV 
'tOU KocrllOU KamcrKwtlv) he would be as unhappy (KaKoDaiwov) as a 
labourer or carpenter. From this it would follow, again, that a Demiurge 
cannot be good. Finally, according to Phil., Aet. mu. 10 = Arist. Fr. 
18 Rose, De phil. Fr. 18 Ross, Aristotle accused those who hold 
that the universe has come to be and will be destroyed of "shocking 
atheism" (D£ivT]v ... &9EOLT]La), because they believe that the "visible 
god" (sc. the world) in no way differs from "things manufactured by 
hand" (LOW XElpoKIli)LffiV). Now Philo, in the sequel, only dwells 

115 The structure of the argument Dax. 300a 17 - 30la 8 is the same as that of 
De phil. Fr. 19a and c; the idea of an inactive God is an Aristotelian motif; the 
argument is used by Boethus, ap. Phil., Aet. mu. 83f., who depends on De phil. fro 19a-b-c. 

116 Effe, a.c., 25 and n. 95, adds that these epithets are also valid for Aristotle's 
God. 

117 Cf. above, n. 98, in fine; both are again the target at Dax. 300a 19f. OtE 

"V uKiVllta ta affi~ata 0 UtaKtro~ EK1VEiW. The suspicion that Aristotle, in the De phil., 
argued against both Anaxagoras and Plato cannot be avoided. 
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upon Aristotle's sarcastic rebuttal of those who believe that the world 
will be destroyed like a house built by men. On the part of a pious 
person who himself believes in the creation of the universe this is 
understandable. Aristotle, however, was also concerned with the refu
tation of cosmogony, and although he will not, presumably, have accused 
Plato of "terrible atheism" and have preferred to attack others in 
this harsh way, Plato's theory as in the Timaeus is included among 
the theories attackedYs The term xEtPOKI.tTj1;mV, after all, refers to 
what a (human) 'demiurge' would make, and it is used by Aristotle 
in a related context: Cael. 11,5, 287bI4f.: the cosmos is a perfect 
sphere, and nothing "made by hand" stands comparison (O'cpatpoEt8i]~ 
... 6 KOO'flO~ ... Kat ... Kat' aKpi~EtaV EVtOpVO~ cOO'tE fl1l9EV ... 
XEtpOKfllltOV EXEt v 1tapa1tA 1l0'im~). 119 

To sum up: both Plato and Aristotle argue by using the idea of a 
bad Demiurge and a bad world. They both believe that the world is 
good. Plato therefore infers that the Demiurge is good, whereas 
Aristotle argues that there can be no Demiurge. 

Speusippus and Xenocrates and Aristotle and his followers all held 
that the world is eternal. The Stoics and Epicureans, on the other 
hand, were of the opposite opinion. The question continued to be 
debated until the end of the Hellenistic period, and even later. In 
this debate, the arguments which had been developed by Plato and 
Aristotle were of constant service. This means that also the position 
of the Demiurge was argued about again and again. 

118 EtTe, O.C., 9, argues that Aristotle's opponents are the Atomists, whom Philo 
mentions ib., 8f. But Philo says "Democritus with Epicurus and the great mass of 
Stoic philosophers", and Stoics and Epicureans cannot have been attacked by Aristotle. 
From Cael. I, 10 it follows that he attacked all who had argued that the world has 
been generated C.q. has been generated and is destructible. When Arist., Fr. 18, speaks 
about (a) the violent winds or terrific storms and (b) the lapse of time, or neglect on the 
part of the builder, as causes of the destruction of the house, which in this comparison 
represents the universe, this clearly alludes to the olt'wi ultim, external and internal, 
of De phil. fr. 19a Ross. 

119 See J. Bernays, Die Dialoge des Aristoteles, Berlin 1863, Darmstadt 21968, 166; 
at Phys. B I, 192b 29 oidu Kai 'trov UAAffiV trov XElPOK~111'tffiV EKa<HOV are opposed 
to what has qJuow. 
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6. The Debate about the Duration of the Universe among the Stoics and 
their Opponents 

Jonas and others have characterized Gnosticism as a sort of anti
Stoicism. There would be a sharp and fundamental contrast between 
Stoic optimistic monism and Gnostic pessimistic dualism. As a rough, 
preliminary description this will do. A closer look, however, reveals 
the hazards of simplification. 

The Stoics (with some exceptions: see below, p. 307) believed that 
the world is periodically destroyed and periodically reborn. There 
is a cosmic cycle forever repeating itself in exactly the same way. 
This theory had to be defended against the well-known arguments of 
Plato and Aristotle which I have outlined in the previous paragraph. 
Since I have studied the arguments which were used or may have 
been used in these contexts by the Stoics at some length elsewhere,120 
I shall here only set out some of their more important features. 

The Stoic God, like Plato's and Aristotle's, is good. The ordered 
world is good; inside it are God and Providence, who penetrate, 
construct, sustain and eventually destroy it. This destruction by a 
God who had also made the world could only be defended against 
the arguments of Plato and Aristotle (a) by arguing that the destruction 
of the world is inevitable because of its physical constitution and 
(b) by arguing that this destruction or conversion into fire is not bad 
but good, inasmuch as the condition of things when all have become 
fire = God is far superior to the variety of things in the world. 
The world, in other words, although splendid and as good as can be: 
rational, administrated by Providence, etc., is inferior to another, 
metacosmic condition of things. This superior condition, on the other 
hand, cannot last forever, again because of its physical constitution; 
when total conflagration has occurred, the fire is gradually extinguished 
until only a 'seed' of fire survives within the liquid mass that remains. 
This is the starting-point of a gradual reconstruction, resulting in 
another world and, in due time, in another supreme moment of total 
conflagration. Such evil as there is in a world is, as the Stoics some
what cavalierly argued, inevitable or all for the best of the whole. 

[20 D.c. (above, n. 109), l44ff. 
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To an important extent, this amounts to a revival of Pre socratic 
ideas. It has long been recognized (in fact, already by the Stoics 
themselves) that Zeno and his followers, by choosing fire as their 
element and principle, also chose a predecessor: Heraclitus. It is even 
quite probable that they accepted a curious hint of Aristotle, seriously 
elaborated by Theophrastus, according to which Heraclitus would 
have held that the world periodically arises from and disappears into 
fire. 121 [This is not valid for the real Heraclitus].122 However Aristotle, 
in the passage in the Cael. where he appears to speak in this way. 
had coupled Heraclitus with Empedocles, for whom this interpretation 
is indeed valid; for Empedocles argued that there is a cosmic cycle. I 23 

The Stoic view, then, actually is a close parent of that of Empedocles; 
although our information on this point is scanty, there are a few 
traces of their interest in Empedocles (the theory of the four elements). 124 
Although they differ from him in making the same agency responsible 
for both the construction and the destruction of the world, they agree 
with him in holding the destruction to be a positive event. They 
sharply differ from him, though, in assuming that the construction, 
although less positive than final conflagration, is also positive. In 
Stoic cosmology, the worst moment in the cycle has come when almost 
the whole of fire has turned into a liquid mass: the watery world with 
only a germ of fire in it is Chaos.1 25 The divine spark of fire con
fronts these waters in the manner of Plato's Demiurge approaching 
the precosmic mass of the Mother of Becoming - but this Stoic 
Demiurge is inside matter and contains in itself the 'spermatic logoi' 
of all things to be, whereas Plato's Demiurge is not inside the precosmic 
mass and has to look to Ideas which are separate from both it and 
him. It is important to note, moreover, that according to Zeno 
part of the liquid mass first turns into earth before the Demiurge 

121 Cae/. A 10, 279b 14 f.; Theophr., Phys. op. Fr. I Diels, Dox. 475, 14 - 476, 2, cf. 
Diog. Laert. IX, 8. See G.S. Kirk, Heraclitus. The Cosmic Fragments, Cambridge 1954, 
21962, 22f., 319f.; J. Kerschensteiner, Der Bericht des Theophrast ilber Herak/it, in 
Hermes 1955, 385ff. 

122 Kirk, o.c., 314f. 
123 See above, p. 278f. 
124 See EPRO 78, 171f. 
125 SVFI, 104 = Schol. Ap. Rhod. 1,498 ... ZijvOlV &t to !tup' "Hcrio{)q> xao<; U&OlP 

dv(J.l <P1]crtv. SVF 1,103. 
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sets to work. This is, anyhow, how he interpreted Hesiod's cosmogony: 
first Chaos, then Earth, then Eros - for Eros is "more fiery". 126 

This amounts to an implicit rejection of Empedoclean cosmo gonic 
Hate. 

What, in this theory, is comparable to Gnostic views recalls what 
has been said above concerning Parmenides and Empedocles. 127 Like 
the Gnostics, the Stoics believed that our world, as compared to a 
better condition of things, is not perfect; like them, they saw its 
destruction as a positive event. Unlike them, however, they still saw 
the world and its Demiurge as good. 

Although their theory was consistent and well-argued, it met with 
much opposition. For one thing, the Stoic theodicy, i.e. their explanation 
or justification of evil in this world, was felt to be rather unsatisfactory 
by many people; and it is so indeed. 128 Evil was explained away 
rather than explained. For another, their view of God and Providence 
as responsible both for the destruction and the construction of the 
world was not fully proof against the old arguments of Plato and 
Aristotle, which were repeated and further refined by later Acade
mics and Peripatetics. There were efforts to make this theory more 
palatable: Zeno (ap. Alexander of Lycopolis 12; 19,2f. Brinkmann, 
not in SVF) had said that the universe will be consumed by "fire", 
and Cleanthes (Phil., Aet. mu. 90 = SVF I, 511) had said this con
summation will be accomplished by "flame". 'Fire' and 'flame' some
how sound grim; Cleanthes, however, attempted to furnish a total con
flagration with a more positive colouring by stating that the sun, 
which at ekpyrosis assimilates to itself the other heavenly bodies 
and the other elements (SVF I, 510, 536), is the "torch-bearer" in the 
lluO"tl]ptOV which is the cosmos (SVF I, 538). Stoic theology is a sort 
of mystery-religion (SVF I, 538)! Chrysippus made ekpyrosis sound 
very harmless when he said that the change is to "brightness" (avYl] , 
SVF 11,611, Phil., Aet. mu. 90), and he stressed the positive aspect by 
affirming that the cosmos does not die but is completely absorbed 

126 lb.: tphov Iii; "Eprom yqOVtVUl KaS' °Hcrioliov, iva to 1tiip 1tapacrtT]crl]· 
1tUprolitcrtEPOV yap 1tuSo<; "Epro<;, and SVF 1,105 = Schol. Hes., Tho, 117 tphov Iii; 

"Eprota YEyovtVUl. 
127 P. 270f., 283, 287. 
128 For references see EPRO 78, 131 C, 157f., 185. 
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into the World-Soul (SVFII, 604, 605).129 All things splendidly become 
God. Chrysippus, following Cleanthes, stated that theology, i.e. the 
supreme part of physics and philosophy, is to be described in terms 
of LEAELai (SVF 11,22, cf. 1008). Such attempts at bolstering up a 
cosmological theory are a symptom of the difficulties inherent to it: 
one is invited to leave the domain of rational and cognitive discussion. 
No wonder, then, that many thinkers refused to be initiated and stuck 
to argument. 

Much, of course, has been lost; we still, however, have some bits 
and pieces concerned with what these others said. Carneades' incom
pletely preserved arguments against the Stoic concept of Providence 
use the conceptual implications of the notion of the divine in a way 
reminiscent of the arguments of Plato and Aristotle. 13o The Peripate
tic Critolaus, ap. Phil., Aet. mu. 74,131 used at least one of Aristotle's 
cosmological arguments. Chrysippus' successor, Zeno of Tarsus, sus
pended judgement as to ekpyrosis (SVF III, Zeno Tars. 5); so did 
another pupil of Chrysippus, Diogenes of Babylon (who went with 
Critolaus and Carneades to Rome on the famous mission) - but only 
in his old age (Phil., Aet. mu. 77 = SVF III, Diog. Bab. 27). Boethus 
of Sidon, a pupil of Diogenes, went over to the opposition; in one 
of his arguments, he used the theological argument of Arist., De phil. 
Fr. 19c Ross 132 (Phil., Aet. mu. 78-84 = SVF III, Boeth. Sid. 7). 
Panaetius either suspended judgement (Cic. ND II, 118 = Fr. 64 
van Straaten) or affirmed that the world is eternal (Frs. 65, 66, 68, 69 
van Straaten). Other late Hellenistic Stoics, not identified by Philo, 
tried to escape from the theological dilemma by affirming that the 
Demiurge only creates the world and that not he, but fire destroys it 
(Aet. mu. 8 = SVF II, 620: YEvEcrE(o~ DE au'tOu [sc. 'tOU KocrIlOU] 
eEOV ahiov, <peopa~ Of; Il11KEn eEOV K.L.A.). 

129 See EPRO 78, 135f. For the possible role of fire in the Eleusinian mysteries 
see C.-M. Edsman, Ignis Divinus, Lund 1949, 224f; H. Ludin Jansen, Die Eleusinische 
Weihe, in Ex Orbe Rei. (Festschr. Widengren), Leiden 1972, I, [287ff], 293f; N.J. 
Richardson, The Homeric Hymn to Demeter, Oxford 1974, 231 f. In the discussion 
concerned with H. Dem., 311 f. (and with pictorial material showing torch-bearers) 
the capital testimony of Cleanthes has not yet been exploited. 

130 See EPRO 78, 185 f. 
131 lb., 186. 
132 Effe, o.c., II f.; cf. ib., 29f., for Boethus' (also originally Aristotelian) argument 

concerned with God's inactivity during ekpyrosis. 
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Much of our information, as we have noticed, is from Philo's On the 
Incorruptibility of the World. This work as a whole shows that, even 
in Philo's time, the issue was very much a live one. Philo himself does 
not just report, in doxographical fashion, the views of others, but 
emphatically takes part in the discussion himself; he continuously 
interpolates and adds arguments of his own, and argues at length 
against the Stoics Aet. mu. 85 ff. It is Philo who has transmitted Arist. 
De phil. Fr. 19a-c Ross as anonymous arguments, which shows how 
important they were and how much they had been used. Not only 
used again and again they were, however, but also adapted. Effe 
points out a clearly anti-Stoic amplification in the body of Fr. 19a,t 33 

and it is arguable that a similar amplification occurs in Fr. 19c, viz. 
that concerned with a Demiurge who, by continually building worlds 
equal to those he destroyed, is labouring in vain. 134 In this context, 
the statement with which Philo introduces the theological argument 
concerned with a Demiurge's possible motives (Fr. 19c) 135 is signifi
cant: "There is another, absolutely cogent proof, proudly used, as I 
know, by innumerable persons, who consider it to be absolutely pertinent 
and virtually irrefutable" (Aet. mu. 39). < Aristotle's> third argument, 
it appears, was absolutely famous, and in continuous use. 

Philo's treatise is not the only evidence of the continuing actuality 
of this discussion; large sections of Cicero's De natura deorum, for 
instance, are devoted to it. There is also other evidence. Cicero's 
contemporary Diodorus of Sicily, in the introductory chapters of his 
History, gives us a cosmogony and zoogony followed by a history 
of culture (I, 7-8). That this constitutes only a selection from a wide 
range of consistently arranged material is what he virtually tells us 
himself, ib., 1,6,3: There were two schools of thought napa 'wi~ 
VOlllllmtatOl~ trov n: <pUOlOA6ymv Kat trov iOtOPlKrov: some believed 
that the universe cannot have been generated and is indestructible and 
that the human race is eternal, others that the universe has come 
to be and is perishable and that the human race had first beginnings 
in time. The argument concerned with the eternity of the human race 
is traditional and Peripatetic: it was used by Dicaearchus (Fr. 47 and 

133 a.c., 18 (I would not attribute this to Philo). 
134 Above, n. 110. 
135 See above, p. 300. 
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Fr. 48 Wehrli) and by Critolaus ap. Phil., Aet. mu. 55 (= Fr. 13 
Wehrli). Unfortunately, Diodorus gives us no arguments on either 
side; he himself comes down abruptly on the side of those who assume 
that the world and mankind are not eternal. 136 Fragmentary evidence 
for the opposite option is available in the case of Antiochus of 
Ascalon, who "appellabatur Academicus, erat quidem, si perpauca muta
visset, germanissimus Stoicus" (Cic., Luc. 132). A 'Stoic', however, 
who thought like Boethus of Sidon, for he believed that the universe 
is eternal,137 and it can be shown that he used (at least) one of the 
Aristotelian-Platonic arguments, though not the theological one of 
Arist., De phil. Fr. 19c ROSS.138 The view, then, which continued 
to be held by the majority of Stoics, infused a new and continuous 
actuality into the old arguments, although, in the first cent. B.c., 
there are no dogmatic Platonists or Aristotelians around, and only 
symptoms of a largely syncretistic revival of interest in the theories 
of the great classical philosophers are to be discerned. 

7. The Epicureans 

In his prolix and biased, but indispensable study of Epicurus' 
philosophical development,139 Bignone argued that the polemical sec
tions of Lucretius' famous exposition of the arguments concerned with 
the coming to be and perishability of worlds in the De rerum natura, 
bk. V, are directed not against the Stoics, but against Plato, Aristotle, 

136 Spoerri, Spathel/. Ber., who splendidly comments on ch. 7-8, has neglected 1,6,3. 
137 Antiochus' physics has been recently studied by J. Dillon, The Middle Platonists, 

London 1977, 8Iff.; on his Stoicism see now J. Glucker, Antiochus and the Late 
Academy, Gottingen 1978, 27f., and ib., 90f. (no 'school' of Antiochus at Alexandria); 
ib., 379: no more than a superficial relation between Antiochus and Middle Platonism. 

138 Cic., Ac. pro I, 28-29: ..... mundum, (a) extra quem nulla pars materiae sit 
nullumque corpus [cf. Plat., Tim. 32c-33b; Arist., De phil. Fr. 19a], (b) partes autem 
esse mundi omnia quae insint in eo quae natura sentiente teneantur, in qua ratio 
perfecta insit [this sounds Stoic, but is also a development of Tim. 30bf.] quae sit 
eadem sempiterna, nihil enim valentius esse a quo intereat" [cf. Plat., loc. cit., 
and Laws X, 903bf.; Arist., loc. cit.]: the i5ittul uhiul - argument. 

139 D.c. (above, n. 18), 64ff., 101 ff. Bignone's view is to a large extent accepted by 
P. Boyance, Lucrece et l'Epicurisme, Paris 1963, 214ff., but with important corrections 
concerned with the anti-Stoic features of the argument. For a similar problem, cr. 
W. Kullmann, Die Teleologie in der aristotelischen Biologie (SBHeidelberg 1979), 29f. 
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and Theophrastus. "Lucrezio ... rivive, nell'anima sua ardente di poeta 
e nell'ammirazione di Epicuro, Ie lotte antiche del maestro". 140 

This is by no means the whole truth. In the previous paragraph, we 
have noticed that old arguments were kept very much alive, and 
dominated the discussion down to the first cent. B.c. - which may 
even have seen a rivival of interest in such questions - and later. 
This is also valid for the Epicurean contribution to the debate. Epicurus 
and his followers indeed used some of Aristotle's arguments con
cerned with the assumption of a Demiurge; but they used these not 
only against Plato, but also against the Stoics. Actually, the Epicurean 
argument, as it survives in Lucretius, Cicero, and Aetius,141 some
what confusedly shoots away at all possible targets simultaneously. 
This appears very clearly in Cic., ND I, 20f., where the opponents 
are Plato and the Stoics. In the context of the present inquiry, this 
conflation is of outstanding interest. Epicurus, or at least his faithful 
followers, fused the arguments against the assumption of a Demiurge 
with another one concerned with the actual condition of our world, 
an argument which is not, of itself, necessarily concerned with a 
Demiurge. This other argument deals in the first place with the Stoic 
theodicy. 

The Aristotelian argument, adopted by the Epicureans (Aet. I, 7, 
5f.; Cic., ND I, 21f.; Lucr. Y, 168-173, 174-180), according to which 
a period of lazyness before creation contradicts the definition of 
God, has already been mentioned above. 142 It is aimed at Plato, 

140 D.c., 70. 
141 See Effe, o.c., 23ff. 
142 See previous note. It has been established that Irenaeus used a doxographic 

handbook of the Aetius-family (for Adv. Haer. 11,14,1-6; 287ff. Harvey see Diels, 
Dox., 171f.; for 11,28,1-2; 349f. Harvey, see R.M. Grant, After the New Testament, 
Philadelphia 1967, 160f., and w.e. van Unnik, Theological Speculation and its Limits, 
in Festschr. Grant, 33ff.). What does not seem to have been observed is that in the 
latter chapter (11,28,4; 252-3 Harvey) Irenaeus answers the argument concerned with 
the activity or inactivity of God before creation to be found at Aet. I, 7 (ps. Plut.): 
..... si quis in terrogat, antequam mundum faceret Deus, quid agebat? dicimus quoniam 
ista responsio subiacet Deo. Quoniam autem mundus hic factus est apotelesticos a Deo, 
temporale initium accipiens, Scripturae nos docent .. quid autem ante hoc Deus sit operatus, 
nulla Scriptura manifestat. Subiacet ergo haec responsio Deo". This pious answer is 
similar to the solution to the 'physical problems' enumerated at II, 28, 2: "multafugerunt 
nostram scientiam, et Deo haec ipsa committimus ... quod autem verum est et certum 
et firmum, adiacet Deo"; etc. 



BAD WORLD AND DEMIURGE 311 

but could also be taken to heart by Stoics, as the defection of Boethus 
of Sidon shows. 143 Another argument, which only occurs in Lucretius 
(V, 180-194) and for which there are, to my knowledge, no Aristo
telian parallels, is hardly applicable to Stoic cosmology. For "the 
gods", says Lucretius, there can be no other paradigm then what 
nature herself already has provided (no exemplum gignundis rebus (181) 
... si non ipsa dedit specimen natura creandi (186». This stands 
Plato's argument that a good Demiurge cannot have looked to a 
model that has come to be 144 on its head. We may infer that, 
according to Lucretius, a Demiurge or a plurality of demiurges are 
superfluous if nature on her own is already capable of producing 
anything that can be imagined. But this argument is not pertinent 
to the Stoic theory, because, in Stoic thought, God and nature are 
one. 145 Very much anti-Stoic, and hardly pertinent to Plato's view, 
on the other hand, is the argument (Aet., loco cit.; Lucr. V, 156-167, 
174) that the world cannot have been created for the sake of men. 146 

It is this latter argument, again, which is closely linked up with the 
argument against the Stoic theodicy. Providence has to be rejected 
because the world is evil. Lucretius' lines (V, 198-9) are famous [note 
that V, 195-199 = II, 177-181]: 

nequaquam nobis divinitus esse paratam 
naturam rerum: tanta stat praedita culpa 

and so is the passage in which he argues this at length (200-234): 
most of the world is not inhabitable; men have to till the earth in 
order to get something to eat, but harvests often are destroyed; the 
earth is crawling with dangerous animals; the seasons bring diseases; 
many die before their time; the new-born infant wails; 147 animals, 
however, breed at their ease and find what they need. Only man is 
unhappy! - It has occasionally been suggested that this extreme 
pessimism is not attributable to Epicurus and that, even if Epicurus 
said something similar, it is Lucretius who is responsible for the 

143 See above, p. 307. 
144 See above, p. 295. 
145 Cf. e.g. SVF II, 937, 1024. 
146 Cf. Ernout-Robin and Bailey ad lac. 
147 Lucr. Y, 222-227; this recalls Empedocles, Vorsokr. Fr. 31BI 18 (from the Kath.). 
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passage as a whole. 14B What has not, however, been noticed before 
is that an echo of this idea also occurs in Aet. 1,7. The statement that 
God made the world for the sake of mankind has been interwoven 
with the originally Aristotelian argument (I, 7, 5f.) against the assump
tion of a Demiurge (1,7,7), and this is further elaborated ib., 1,7,10: 
1t&~ bE d1tEP 6 8EO~ ecrn Kat 'tij 'tou'tOU <pPOV'tlbl 'ta Kat dv8pw1toV 
OtKOVOIlEl'tal, 'to IlEV Kl~bllAOV El.ltUXEl, 'to ()f; ucr'tElOV 'tuvaV'tla 1tUcrXE1; 
Agamemnon and Heracles 149 were shamefully murdered! 

Even if this argument is not originally one of the master himself, 
the similar passages in Lucretius and Aetius show that it was Epi
curean in the first cent. B.C. It is original with the Epicureans in 
the sense that no other Greek philosophers argued that the world 
is not good. It is noteworthy, however, that for the (later) Epicureans, 
the argument concerned with theodicy is only one of a number of 
arguments against the assumption of a Demiurge and of Providence, 
and that their only inference from their conviction that the world 
is not good is that the gods do not bother with worlds and do not 
create (or destroy) them either. 150 

8. Conclusion 

In the first cent. B.C., a substantial literature was available which 
was concerned with the question of the duration of the world and 
with the arguments dealing with the assumption of a Demiurge and 
with Providence. Part of this literature will have been of a more or 
less doxographical sort and will have contained abstracts representa
tive of the more important positions. Books of this nature must have 
been used by Diodorus Siculus and Philo, and presumably also by 
Cicero. From such literature, each person who was sufficiently interested 

148 Boyance, Lucr., 219. Bignone, D.C., 94, adduced Polistratus, n. at... KUtUlpp. 

Col. IVa 8 Wilcken; see however M. Isnardi-Parente, Opere di Epicuro, Torino 1974, 
577f. n. 4, but also, on the other hand, Armstrong, D.C. (above, n. 60), 91 n. 5, on 
Epicurean Angst. 

149 On Heracles as a Stoic Hero see e.g. W. C. Stephens, Two Stoic Heroes in the 
Metamorphoses, in Ovidiana, ed. N.I. Herescu, Paris 1958, 273 ff. 

150 Cf. also Armstrong, D.C. 91 f., who, however, treats Epicureanism as an isolated 
phenomenon and ignores the larger context of Lucr. V,196-199. 
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could, if he wished, work his way back to the works of the seminal 
thinkers (Cicero often did). 

The most important possible positions which had retained their 
actuality can be roughly schematized in the following way: 

I the world is good 

II the world is not good 

(a) there is a good Demiurge (Plato, 
the Stoics) 

(b) there is no Demiurge (Aristotle) 
(c) there is no Demiurge (the Epi-

cureans) 

Note that Aristotle and the Epicureans derive an identical conclusion 
from contradictory premisses, and that, given the above scheme, a 
fourth position is equally possible: 

(II the world is not good) '" (d) there is an evil Demiurge 

This fourth position, that of the Gnostics, is not that of any Greek 
school of thought. Given the discussion among the Greek philosophers 
themselves, however, and given the fact that some of them, if only 
to reject it immediately, had toyed with the idea of an evil Demiurge, 
and also given the fact that the Epicureans, if they had wished to 
stand the whole Platonic-Stoic position, and not part of it, on its 
head, could have concluded to an evil Demiurge [which, for obvious 
reasons, they did not], it is hardly surprising that at a given moment 
some outsider(s) introduced position lId: the world not good", an 
evil Demiurge. For one thing, the information concerning these 
problems, as we have seen, was readily available in various forms. 
For another, the fourth position may have been considered, by its 
semi-Hellenized author(s), to be not absolutely different from the others. 
It filled a lacuna in the grid of possible options, and was affiliated, in 
various ways, to some of these. As we have noticed above, there are 
dualist aspects to Stoic and Platonic cosmology. Plato's world, however 
good, is not perfect: the Ideas are better. The Stoic world is inferior 
to the condition of things during ekpyrosis. We have also noticed that, 
before Plato, there are interesting indications of dualism in Pre so
cratic cosmology, and that a least one of these early thinkers, Empe
docles, was rediscovered around the beginning of the Christian Era. 151 

151 Cf. above, n. 2. Lucretius, as is well known, read and admired Empedocles 
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In conclusion, I would say that the original Gnostic dualistic impulse 
cannot be fully derived from Greek antecedents, although, to a certain 
extent, it may perhaps be explained as a critical response to Greek 
ideas, which coincided with other ideas that were not at all Greek. 
Enough resemblances of a partial nature, however, can be indicated 
to make the fact that the Gnostic religion was capable of flourishing 
in a Graeco-Roman environment somewhat more understandable. Even 
the history of the single motif studied in the present paper 152 reveals 
that the phenomenon of the Hellenization of Gnosticism in a variety 
of more or less intellectual ways is fully comparable to the Hellenization 
of another Oriental religion: Christianity. Plotinus' view that Gnostic 
dualism is nothing but perverted Platonism is far too narrow, but it can 
be justified to a certain degree, and it may well be symptomatic of an 
understanding that was by no means restricted to circles outside the 
Gnostic movement, even if this understanding was only limited and 
not, of course, as devastatingly critical as that of Plotinus. 153 

(cf. e.g. Boyance, Lucr., 60; Bollack, Emp. I, 306f.); this cannot be only Italian 
tradition or the influence of Ennius, but is best explained in terms of a contemporary 
Empedocles-revival. 

152 Important in this context, no doubt, is also Neo-Pythagorean dualism from 
Eudorus onwards; I intend to investigate this phenomenon (and some of its relations 
with Gnosticism) elsewhere. Cf. also above, n. 71. 

153 I wish to thank Drs. G. van der Geijn, who impeccably typed my manuscript, 
and at lightning speed. The ms. itself was completed March 1980. 



CATALOGUES OF SINS AND VIRTUES PERSONIFIED 

(NHC 11,5) 

GERARD MUSSIES 
(Utrecht) 

The Gnostic treatise dealing with the creation to which the modern 
title has been given of "On the Origin of the World" (abbreviated: 
OrgWld) contains the following passage: "Then since Death was 
androgynous, he mixed with his nature and begot seven androgynous 
children. These are the names of the males: Jealousy, Wrath, Weeping, 
Sighing, Mourning, Lamenting, Tearful Groaning. And these are the 
names of the females: Wrath, Grief, Lust, Sighing, Cursing, Bitterness, 
Quarrelsomeness. They had intercourse with one another, and each 
one begot seven so that they total forty-nine androgynous demons. 
Their names and their functions you will find in "The Book of Solomon ". 

Next we learn that in order to have some counterweight against these 
demons "Zoe, who exists with Sabaoth, created seven androgynous 
good powers. These are the names of the males: One-who-is-not
jealous, the Blessed, Joy, the True One, One-who-is-not-envious, the 
Beloved, the Trustworthy One. (As for) the females, however, these 
are their names: Peace, Gladness, Rejoicing, Blessedness, Truth, Love, 
Faith. And many good and guileless spirits are derived from these. 
Their accomplishments and their functions you will find in "The 
Schemata of the Heimarmene of the Heaven which is Beneath the 
Twelve". 1 

This passage is interesting not only because it offers two parallel 
catalogues consisting of seven pairs of personified sins and other evils, 
and seven pairs of personified virtues and good powers, but also because 
these catalogues have been made part of a genealogy. Earlier in his 
treatise the author has told that Death and Sabaoth were both sons 

1 Translation by H. G. Bethge-O. S. Wintermute in; J. M. Robinson (ed.), The Nag 
Hammadi Library in English, San Francisco 1977, 167 (NHC II 106,27-107,17). I have 
changed their contradictory "androgynous sons" to "androgynous children", which 
is equally possible on the ground of the Coptic text. 
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of Ialdabaoth, the First Father of Chaos, while Zoe was the daughter 
of Pistis (106, 19-24; 26-29). Several well-known religious and literary 
phenomena, therefore, appear here together: catalogues of sins and 
virtues, the reduction of their members to a specific number, personi
fication and genealogy. We should like to comment in this paper 
on these various aspects in their mutual combinations. 

The closest parallels to these series of personified virtues are provided 
by Hermas and Lucian of Samosata. The former's Visio III, 8, 3-7 
depicts a tower, symbolizing the Church, round which there stand 
seven women who have the following names: nicrtt~, 'EYKPU"CEta, 
"AnA6"CT1~, 'Emcr"C"J.lT], 'AKaKia, !:EJ.lVO"CT]~, 'AyunT], while each is said 
to be the daughter of the preceding one. In Lucian's satyrical dialogue 
"The Fisherman" a person called "Parrhesiades", who is nothing but 
the author's own frankness displayed in an earlier treatise "Philosophies 
for Sale", - has to defend himself against various philosophers. 'Philo
sophy' proposes now that this trial will take place in the Acropolis 
and asks seven advocates, 'APE"C", !:rocppocrUVT], ~tKatocruvT], nmoda, 
'AA"SEta, 'EAwSEpia, nappT]cria, to assist Parrhesiades. She also calls 
for the help of "Investigation" ("EAEYXO~) and "Proof' CAnOOEt~t~) 
(ch. 15-17). An example of two opposed series of equal numbers of 
personified vices and virtues is likewise provided by Hermas. In his 
IXth Similitude 15,2 twelve virgins standing around the porch building 
of a tower (again: the Church) represent virtues: nicrtt~, 'EYKpu"CEta, 
~uvaJ.lt~, MaKpoSoJ.lia, "AnA6"CT]~, 'AKaKia, "Ayvda, "IAapo"CT]~, 'AA,,
SEta, !:UVEcrtC;, "OJ.lOVOta, 'AyunT]. But now there are also in the 
neighbourhood twelve women, clothed in black, who, of course, 
represent sins: 'Amcr'tia, 'AKpacria, 'AndSEta, 'Anu'tT], AunT], nOVT]
pia, 'AcrEAYEta, 'O~oxoAia, qJEUOO~, 'AcppocruVT], Ka"CUAaAtU, Micro~ 
(Sim. IX, 15,3). 

Now the two lists in OrgWld are also instances of that special type 
which contains a specific number of members, in this case twice the 
number of completeness, Seven. The above mentioned parallels from 
Hermas and Lucian were examples of this special type as well, but the 
following can be added: the catalogue of seven sins in Matthew XV 19, 
where Par. Mark VII 21-22 has 13 sins; the seven evils which Beliar 
causes by the sword (Test. of Benjamin VII 1-2; among them is one 
sin: cpSovo~); the seven spirits of deceit who each affect one of the 
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four senses and other functions of life: 1topvciu, a1tATJO"tiu, I .. UIXTJ, 
apEO"KEtU and Iluyyuviu (together one spirit), U1tEpTJ<puviu, "'EUOO~, 

aOtKiu (Test. of Ruben 11,3 - III, 7); 2 finally, the seven "vices" connected 
with the (rulers of the) planetary spheres in Hermeticism and probably 
also in Gnosticism: UD~TJttKTJ EVEPYEtU Kui IlEtffittKll, IlTJxuvTJ tOW 
KUKWV, E1tt9UIlTJttKTJ a1tatTJ, apXOVttKTJ 1tpo<puviu, 9paO"o~ av6crtov, 
a<p0Pllui KUKUi tOU 1tAOUtOU, "'EUOO~. 3 The lists in Org Wid do not 
however, resemble any of these heptads adduced, and contain in 
their turn such rare items as 'Sighing' which is unparalleled. 

Equally widespread in the Hellenistic period as 'seven' or 'twelve' 
is the well known tetrad of the cardinal virtues and that of the cardinal 
vices and corresponding passions. In Jewish literature the cardinal 
virtues are, for instance, found in Wisdom of Solomon VIII, 7 and 
4 Macc. I, 18. These tetrads often served as 'headings' to subdivide 
'open' catalogues, since all further vices and virtues were considered 
to be varieties of the cardinal ones. One of the most spectacular 
instances is the list of the philosopher Andronicus of Rhodes, which 
contains 27 kinds of E1tt9Ulliu, 5 sorts of ..,OOVll, 13 types of <p6~0~, 
25 varieties of AU1tTJ, together 70 vices. 4 

2 There is an eigth, general spirit, who affects all the senses and functions: "sleep", 
cf. Matt. XII, 45. 

3 Poimandres 25: the list does not contain vices only; seven kinds of sinners, not 
connected with the spheres are listed in ch. 23 (the senseless, the bad, the evil, the 
envious, the greedy, the murderers, and the impious). Irenaeus, Adv. haer. I, 29, 4, speaks 
with regard to the Barbelognostic doctrine of one planetary archon, Proarchontes, 
and six sins: authadia, kakia, zelos, phthonus, erinnys, epithymia. A remnant of this 
system may be present in Authoritave Teaching (NHC VI, 23, 13-16) according to 
R. v.d. Broek, The Authentikos Logos: A New Document of Christian Platonism, in 
VC 33, 1979,264. For a general survey see A. Kehl, Gewand (der Seele), in RAC X, 
Stuttgart 1978, 957-958. 

4 SVF III,262ss. cf. A. Vogtle, Die Tugend- und Lasterkataloge im Neuen Testa
ment, Munster 1936, 61. By its extent this list even surpasses the catalogue of evils in 
OrgWld which consists of seven males and seven females, who are said to have had 
49 children: together 63. For these 49 demons and their functions the author refers 
to a Book of Solomon, and this is no surprise, since that king's power over demons 
is already mentioned by Josephus, who tells us how a certain Eleazar exorcized demons 
in the presence of the emperor Vespasian swearing an oath by Solomon (Ant. Jud. 
VIII 45-49). According to J. Doresse, Les livres secrets des gnostiques d'Egypte, Paris 
1958, 193, this Book of Solomon is to be identified with a letter of Solomon to his 
son Roboam entitled Hygromanteia, an astrological work found in a late ms. dating 
from the 16th century published by J. Heeg - C. A. Ruelle in Catalogus Codicum Astro
logorum Graecorum, tom. VIII, part. II, Brussels 1911, 143 ss (cf. tom. VII, p. 3 
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An exact parallel to Andronicus' quadruple catalogue has the Apo
cryphon of John (NHC II, 18, 14-31) "The four chief demons are: 
Ephememphi who belongs to pleasure, Ioko who belongs to desire, 
Nenentophni who belongs to grief, Blaomen who belongs to fear. 
And the mother of them all is Esthe(si)s-Ouchepiptoe. And from 
the four demons passions came forth." Next the author enumerates 
as coming forth from grief: 8 passions with an "etc." added, from 
pleasure: 2 and from desire: 5, both with the addition: "and similar 
things", from fear: 4 passions. 

Here we have the four familiar passions as children of Aesthesis, 
to whom as a third generation four open lists of together 19 passions 
and some etceteras are added. Open catalogues without a principle of 
subdivision occur also in the Nag-Hammadi collection. 5 They have 
their forerunners in the unstructured catalogues in Qumran-literature 
(Manual of Discipline ch. IV: 13 virtues and 21 vices), the New Testa
ment 6 and the Apostolic Fathers (Ep. of Barnabas ch. XX : 39 vices). 
On the other hand, the numerous open catalogues in such pagan 
authors as Dio Chysostom may have been of influence,7 and since 

for the date of the ms.). The full subtitle of this work runs: "Key to the entire Art of 
Hygromancy found by various experts and by the holy prophet Solomon, in which 
he seems to write to his son Roboam". This writing does not, however, expose any 
hygromancy, but is an extensive list of the 7 x 24 hours of the week, with preceptions 
about what should or should not be done in each of them; it also contains the 
names of the different angels and demons presiding over the hours, but not their 
various functions. 

The first hour of Sunday, for instance, is governed by Michael and his evil partner 
Asmodai. The names of the 168 angels end in -i)A. almost without exception, while 
those of the demons do so only sometimes e.g. Tartaruel (Sunday, 21st hour). In spite 
of the fact that this list contains ancient elements - some Egyptian deities have 
found a place among the demons, such as rapamou; (Tuesday, 4th hour) and 'Ocr8PlOlE 
(probably 'OcrIPIOIE, Tuesday, II th hour) - I think it rather doubtful that this book 
of astrology is really the same as the one referred to in Org WId. 

5 NHC 1,80,5-9; 1,85,7-10; VI, 31,1-7; VI, 39, 22-33; VII, 37, 28-35; VII, 84, 20-26; 
VII, 95, 20-33. 

6 Except, Col. III, 5-17 where the two catalogues of sins and that of virtues consist 
each of five members, see S. Wibbing, Die Tugend- und Lasterkataloge im Neuen 
Testament und ihre Traditionsgeschichte unter besonderer Berucksichtigung der Qumran
Texte, Berlin 1959, 85; we should like to add Matth. XV, 19: seven sins, in contrast 
to Mk VII, 21-22: 13 sins. 

7 See G. Mussie < s > *), Dio Chrysostom and the New Testament (SCH. II), Leyden 
1972, 69-70. 

*) Prof. Quispel never pronounces my final s: I trust he will in future. 
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we are on Egyptian soil, and at least some of the Nag Hammadi 
treatises mention Egyptian details like Apis and Mnevis, and hiero
glyphic writing, 8 it should not be forgotten that the Book of the Dead 
contains the so-called "negative confessions": the deceased hails each 
of the 42 judges in the underworld in turn and declares in front 
of him that he has not committed a specific crime: "I have not done 
iniquity ... I have not robbed with violence ... I have not done 
violence (to any man) ... I have not committed theft ... etc. 9 

However, catalogues of sins or virtues, in the proper sense, are not 
found in the Old Testament,10 and apparently they are likewise absent 
from Talmud and Midrashim. 11 

Next we have to consider the four heptads of Org Wid in their 
interrelationships. For this purpose we present them here side by side, 
in vertical arrangement: 

Evil Powers Good Powers 

male: female: male: female: 

I. Jealousy I. Wrath I. One-who-is-not- I. Peace 
jealous 

2. Wrath 2. Grief 2. The Blessed 2. Gladness 
3. Weeping 3. Lust 3. Joy 3. Rejoicing 
4. Sighing 4. Sighing 4. The True One 4. Blessedness 
5. Mourning 5. Cursing 5. One-who-is-not- 5. Truth 

envious 
6. Lamenting 6. Bitterness 6. The Beloved 6. Love 
7. Tearful Groan- 7. Quarrelsome- 7. The Trustworthy 7. Faith. 

ing. ness. One. 

At first sight there appears to be some correspondence between the 
series of the evil powers and those of the good ones, in this sense, 
that a specific place in the bad series and the corresponding place in the 

8 NHC II, 122,21-22 ("the two bulls of Egypt"); VI,61, 18-23. 
9 E.A. Wallis Budge, The Book of the Dead, London 1953 (2nd ed.), 366-371. 
10 Wibbing, o.c., 26. 
II H. L. Strack - P. Bill erbeck , Kommentar zum Neuen Testament aus Talmud und 

Midrasch, Miinchen 1922-'28, does not adduce any parallels at Matt. XV, 19 except 
the late Derekh Erets Zuta 6 which specifies the seven abominations alluded to in 
Provo XXVI, 25 (1,722); at Rom. 1,29-31 only Hellenistic Jewish instances are given 
(III, 75). At Gal. VI, 2 is quoted from Avoth the full list of the 48 requirements which a 
competent scholar of the Torah has to meet (6,5 s.): these include many virtues such 
as humility, not to praise oneself, etc. (III, 577). 
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good series are occupied by words that are one another's antonyms: 
male 'Jealousy' (nr. I) is opposed to male 'One-who-is-not-jealous' 
(nr. 1), male 'Weeping' (nr. 3) to male 'Joy' (nr. 3), female 'Grief 
(nr. 2) to female 'Gladness' (nr. 2). In the same way there is some degree 
of correspondence between the male and female series of the same 
category in that corresponding places are occupied by more or less 
synonymous words: male 'Sighing' (bad nr. 4) equals female 'Sighing', 
male 'Joy' (good nr. 3) equals female 'Rejoicing', 'The Beloved' (good 
nr. 6) corresponds to 'Love', and 'The Trustworthy One' (good nr. 7) 
to 'Faith'. 

On the other hand, however, one can easily see that in the remaining 
cases the correspondence is weak, or wholly absent e.g. male 'Weeping' 
(bad nr. 3) vs. female 'Lust'. Moreover, there are some doublets: 
in the series of male evils nrs. 3 and 7 are actually the same Coptic 
substantives, but nr. 7 has a genitive adjunct, so according to the 
principle of concordant translation both should be either 'Weeping' 
or 'Groaning'; bad nrs. 4 'Sighing' are identical Coptic substantives, 
and in the male good series nrs. I and 5 are synonyms, nr. I being 
vernacular Coptic TT€T€MAqKW<, nr. 5 the corresponding Greek 
TT€T€MAq<j>eON€I. All this together does not make an impression of 
great consistency and system, and one is tempted to make some kind 
of rearrangement, but how? Somewhat more equilibrium can at least 
be created between the male and the female series. To begin with the 
evils. We have the impression that nr. 7 Quarrelsomeness was originally 
nr. I, but had at first been overlooked by the copyist who placed her 
at the end, when he saw that he still was in need of a nr. 7. If we 
remove her to the head of the series we get the following list: 

male 
I. Jealousy 
2. Wrath 
3. Weeping 
4. Sighing 
5. Mourning 
6. Lamenting 
7. Tearful Groaning 

female 
7. Quarrelsomeness 
1. Wrath 
2. Grief 
3. Lust 
4. Sighing 
5. Cursing 
6. Bitterness 

We think that these pairs make better matches except for "Lust' who 
is no good wife to any of these males. It is true that the two 'Sighings' 
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are now divorced, but in the Copic text both are the same masculine 
word, which makes us suppose that the author filled the place of 
female or. 4 by mistake with male or. 4. 

The good list is no less confused, but pairs nr. 1, 3, 6 and 7 appear 
to be reasonably fitting couples. The order of the remaining three 
can be restored by removing fern. or. 4 "Blessedness" to place 2, 
fern. or. 5. "Truth" to place 4, and fern. or. 2 "Gladness" to place 5. 
In this way we get: 

male 

I. One-who-is-not-jealous 
2. The Blessed 
3. Joy 
4. The True One 
5. One-who-is-not-envious 
6. The Beloved 
7. The Trustworthy One 

female 

1. Peace 
4. Blessedness 
3. Rejoicing 
5. Truth 
2. Gladness 
6. Love 
7. Faith 

Nr. 5 One-who-is-not-envious, and or. 2 Gladness do not fit too well, 
but we suspect or. 5 to be an erroneous repetition of or. 1; feminine 
or. 2 is at any rate the opposite of the bad couple ors. 5 and 4. The first 
three couples, too, are more or less one another's antonyms. For 
the rest the principle of opposed pairs is not maintained and was 
probably neither present in the original. 

Our passage is also a combination of genealogy and personification: 
the seven pairs of evils are pictured as androgynous 'children' of 
Death, itself the androgynous child of Ialdabaoth. The seven andro
gynous good powers are 'created' by another child of Ialdabaoth, Zoe, 
'who exists with Sabaoth': this is probably another way of saying 
that they are the offspring of Zoe, perhaps also of Sabaoth, since 
it was said earlier in our tractate that Pistis gave her daughter Zoe 
to Sabaoth. (II 104, 26-31). 

Such combinations of pedigree and personification are very old. 
Homer calls 'Death' the 'brother' of 'Sleep' (Iliad XIV, 231); "Strife" 
- YEpl~ is the sister of the wargod Ares (Iliad IV, 440-1), who is 
himself the father of "Fear" - <l>6~0~.12 In the Odyssey the "Sun" 

12 Iliad XIII, 299. Fear is a number of times mentioned together with his companion 
AEillo~-Terror e.g. Iliad XV, 119. For this reason the American astronomer Asaph Hall 
who was the first to see both the moons of the planet Mars baptized them 'Deimos' 
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is the son of Hyperion (12, 176), and the husband of Perse, while 
Circe is their daughter (10, 138). It is a matter of some dispute, 
of course, whether Homer's personifications are literary and artificial, 
or not. If not, he really saw 'Sleep' as a personal being of some kind, 
a case which some scholars do not consider to be a personification 
in the proper sense. 13 We shall not differentiate the two kinds here, 
since we are dealing not only with the beliefs of the author Homer 
but also with what his audience through the ages thought of such 
passages. The choice between animistic conception and artificial personi
fication could vary from person to person and in subsequent periods. 
Historically speaking it is not certain that literary personification 
- the author knows that the thing personified is not really a person -
had its origin in animistic conceptions and gradually supplanted them. 
What may be seen here and there in Homer is, of course, more 
clearly worked out by an author such as Hesiod, who makes the 
family tree of gods and cosmic powers his special subject: Earth 
marries Sky and gives birth to Ocean, Law, Memory, etc. (Theog. 
126-135). 

The ancient religions of the Near East offer likewise examples of 
personifications made part of a pedigree. In Egypt Ma"at (Truth) 
was the daughter of Sun (Re") and wife of Thot. In the theology of 
the priesthood of Hermupolis the ogdoad of the primeval gods consisted 
of Nun (Primeval Water), Amun (the ljJnseen), Huh (Unendingness) 
Kuk (Darkness) and their wives Naunet, Amaunet, Hauhet and Kauket. 

In Babylonia Shamash (the Sun) was the son of Sin (the Moon), the 
brother of Ishtar, and the husband of A. Zoroastrianism, too, had its 
personifications, although the dividing line between person and 
abstraction is often difficult to draw. A touch of genealogy is found 
in Gatha 45, 4 where Ahura-Mazda (Lord Wisdom) is the father of 
VoM Manah (Good Thought), and also of Armaiti (Devotion) who 
is his daughter. 14 

and 'Phobos' in 1877. In Apuleius' Metam. X, 31 Terror and Metus are the companions 
of Minerva. Phobos was worshipped at Selin us. 

13 See the discussion in A. H. M. Kesse\s, Studies on the Dream in Greek Literature, 
Utrecht i978, 7-8 with regard to the Homeric personifications of the dream. On p. 15 
n. 13 the distinction is made between 'poetic' and 'unconscious' personification. 

14 J. Duchesne-Guillemin, Zoroastre, Paris 1948, 228 translates in such a way 
that Devotion is the daughter of Good Thought, and hence Ahura-Mazda's grand-
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We have given these well-known examples to contrast them with 
the Book of Genesis where the genealogies are devoid of personifications. 
'Eve' means 'Life' (cf. liml at Gen. 111,20 only, elsewhere Ella) and 
if it ever was a personification in an underlying source, it is made 
undone by the explanation given of the name (Gen. 111,20). At best 
some of the persons of the primeval pedigree are generic: 'Adam' -
'Man', or eponymous: Cain- 'Smith', but as the latter was a 'tiller of 
the soil', this too does not function any longer. 

Even the phenomenon of personification as such is not frequent 
in the Old Testament. It is true that towns are addressed as 'daughter' 
by prophets and psalmists e.g. Zechariah IX, 9 'Rejoice greatly, 
daughter Zion! Jubilate, daughter Jerusalem!'. 15 But personifications 
of abstract notions are rare and late, the only examples being 'Wisdom' 
as a woman in Proverbs (e.g .. IX, 16) and her counterpart 'Lady 
Foolishness' (IX, 13). However, as no part of this book was written 
before 350 B.c. and its final redaction occurred in the second century 
B.c.,! 6 these personifications may be due to Hellenistic influence, 
though not necessarily so: in Psalm LXXXV, 11-14, too, which may be 
dated to the late-Persian period, a number of abstractions such as 
love, peace, righteousness are performing human actions. However 
this may be, henceforward personifications become more numerous 
in Jewish literature, such as 'Wisdom' in Sirach XXIV,I-22, and 
in Philo's De fuga 50-51, where he even calls her 'God's daughter'. 
In the New Testament we find 'the Law' as a pedagogue (Gal. III, 
24, cf. 4 Macc. V, 35) and 'Death' as one of the apocalyptic horsemen 
(Apc. John VI, 8). They also occur in the Talmud: R. Akiba tells a 
parable about the various amictions sent out to man and bound 
by oath to affect him on a special date and to leave him again on a 
special date CAv. Zarah 55a). And Midrash Rabbah on Exodus 
makes the Torah a person who stands in front of God and pleads for 

daughter, but Dr. G. Kreyenbroek of the Institute of Iranian Language and Literature, 
Utrecht, has kindly shown me that this is not right. 

15 Cf. H. G. Mitchell, Haggai and Zechariah, Edinburgh 1951 (3rd impr.), 272. The 
'head' of an apposition is in Hebrew in the construct state: hence, the translation 
'daughter of Zion' is not correct here. 

16 See C. H. Toy, The Book of Proverbs, Edinburgh 1970 (repr. 1899), XXVI; XXX. 
O. Eissfeldt, Einleitung in das Alte Testament, Tiibingen 3rd ed. 1964, 640: not before 
IVth or IIIrd century. 
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mercy for the souls that had fled from Him (Yithro XXIX, 4). However, 
pedigrees of personifications are absent from all these writings. 

Finally we have' to discuss the sex of personifications. This was 
determined by a very simple mechanism: when the meaning of a 
masculine word is personified it automatically becomes a male person, 
and the meaning of a feminine word a female person, in accordance, 
of course, with the fact that most 1 7 words denoting males are masculine, 
and females feminine. 18 The sex is most clearly visible when personi
fications are further qualified by other words denoting male or female 
persons, such as 'father', 'mother', 'son', 'daughter', 'brother', 'sister', 
etc. The instances given above were mostly parts of some genealogical 
construction, where the family ties show or imply the sex of the 
personified notions. There are, however, numerous 'isolated' cases 
which are no part of a pedigree in the strict sense and where e.g. the 
apposition 'mother of or 'daughter of is such a faded personification, 
that it becomes practically synonymous with 'origin of ... ', 'cause 
of .. .', or 'result of .. .'. 

In this way Heraclitus called 1tOA€J..lO<; 'the father of all things' 
(fr. 29 Marcovich); Ps-Phocylides, 42, refers to qnAOXPTJllocrlJVTJ (love 
of money) as 'mother of all evil', Philo to tcro"tTJ<; as 'mother of 
justice' (Spec. Leg. II, 231), the Test. of Benjamin to the sword 
(IlUXatpu) as 'mother of seven evils' (VII, 1); Palladas of Alexandria 
(Vth cent. A.D.) addresses gold as 'father of flatterers, son of pain 
and care' (Anth. Pal IX, 394); Epicharmus made syyuu (security) the 
daughter of u"tu (mischief), and SUlliu (damage) that of security (Migne 
P.G. 9, p. 236); Clement of Alexandria speaks of EUAa~ElU (reverence) 
as 'the daughter of Law', (Strom. II, 20, 123), and of EiPllVTJ and uYU1tTJ 
as 'quiet sisters' (Paed. I, 12,99). Compare also Pindar's reference to 
VOIl0<; as 'king of all' (fr. 152 Bowra), that of Eusebius to the middle 
porch (1tUATJ) of the new basilica in Tyre as 'queen' (Hist. Eccl. X, IV 41), 

17 In Greek the majority of the exceptions are diminutives, but there are also 
instances like lj apPllv uMh1tll~ 'the male fox'; cf. in French 'Ia sentinelle', in German 
'die Schildwache'. In Bretonic the word for 'the woman' ar plac'h is of the masculine 
gender (according to G. Royen, Die nominalen Klassifikations-Systeme in den Sprachen 
der Erde, Modling 1929,414; 835, quoting H. Pedersen's Vergleichende Grammatik der 
keltischen Sprachen). 

18 The procedure was criticized by Arnobius, Adv. gentes 111,8, in connection with 
God: "Non enim deus mas est, sed nomen eius generis masculini est." 
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and finally that of Epicharmus to . ACHJXlu as a 'woman who lives 
close to Discretion' (fr. 101 Kaibel). 

The mechanism holds for Hebrew, too: in Proverbs IX, 13 'Foolish
ness' (n~"';>?) is a woman (-n~~), and as names of towns are 
feminine both in Hebrew and in' Greek, on the analogy of fern. . ir 
and 1tOA.l<;, Zechariah IX, 9 has 'daughter Zion', 'daughter Jerusalem', 
and 4 Ezra X, 7 'mater Sion' (translated from the Greek).19 

Even when for the sake of speculation something denoted by a 
feminine word is said to have a male character the personification 
can still be in line with the grammatical gender of that word. An 
instance is found in Philo's De fuga 50-51 where Sophia is said to be 
a rather manly virtue; nevertheless he calls her there 'God's daughter'. 
And Hermas depicts 'EYKpu'tElU as uVcSP1sOIlEV'll, but she is still the 
'daughter of Faith' (Vis. III, VIII, 4). There are, however, also excep
tions as we shall see below. 

In another way the sex of personifications is shown when they are 
portrayed as men or women by sculptors, painters or other artists. 
On an epinetron the Eretria-painter depicts into al. the preparation 
of the wedding of Cadmus. He represents as women Harmonia, Peitho 
and Hebe, and Himeros, the twin-brother of Eros as a man. 20 It is 
needless to give instances of the numerous pictures of TuX'll, 'OIlOVOlU, 
'YYIE1U as goddesses on coins. 21 Especially Roman coins offer many 
examples, which have been collected by Gnecchi in 1905: he listed 
then 40 examples, sometimes of very prosaic or technical notions, 
such as ANNONA 'Corn Supply', which all together occurred on 
1175 different coin issues, dating from Pompey to Constantine the 
Great. 22 The rather material character of some personifications is also 

19 Cf. also Lamentations ch. I-II and Ezech. XVI, 11-12. The picture is not different 
with Latin authors; Cicero in his prayer to . Philosophia' addresses her as 'indigatrix', 
'expultrix', 'inventrix legum' and 'magistra morum' (Tusc. V,5); St. Augustine speaks 
of the 'ecclesia' as 'mater' (Con! I, XI, 17; cf. VII, I, I) and of the 'catholica via' as 
'nondum ... victrix', (Con! V, XIV, 24); 'arbor' is mother of the 'ficus' (Con! III, x, 18), 
'lux' is 'regina c%rum' (Con! X, XXXIV, 51), Jerusalem is referred to as 'matrem meam' 
(Con! XII, XVI, 23), Carthago as 'aemula ... imperii Romani' (Civ. Dei I, 30). 

20 National Museum, Athens, nr. 1629. 
21 Cf. also Pausanias VI,2, 7; IX, 39, 3, and Pliny, N.H. XXXV, 141, where images 

of these three are mentioned. 
22 F. Gnecchi, Le personijicazioni allegoriche sulle monete -imperiali, in Rivista 

Italiana di Numismatica XVIII, 1905,349-359. 
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illustrated by CIVITAS "Citizenship" to whom an inscription is dedi
cated probably by a freedman, and DISCIPLINA MILIT ARIS deified 
in all probability by the emperor Hadrian in connection with his 
military reforms.23 No great wonder that such a practice became 
the object of mockery to Christians like Arnobius who begins his 
IVth Book 'Against the Heathen' as follows: "We should like to ask 
you (sc. non-Christians in general), and especially you, Romans, lords 
and leaders of the world, whether you think that 'Piety', 'Concord', 
'Safety', 'Honour', 'Virtue', 'Happiness', and other such names to which 
we see altars built by you and magnificent sanctuaries, have divine 
power and live in the heavenly regions?" 

The Greek language and Latin had also neuter words. These could be 
personified in different ways. Hesiod tells us how in the beginning 
female 'Night' became pregnant by (TO) "Ep£~oc; - 'Darkness' and 
gave birth to 'Aether' and 'Day' (Theog. 124-125). Here the neuter 
becomes a male. Philolaos, on the other hand, spoke of TO rtup as 
'mother of the gods' (Aetius II, 7, 7). Sometimes neuter words were 
left unaccompanied by specifications which bring out their sex. Vergil 
personifies 'mortiferum ... Bellum' along with Luctus, Morbi, Senectus, 
Metus, without further additions.24 In Coptic all this could mean 
problems since it had no neuter gender; when Greek neuters were 
borrowed they were generally treated as masculine words,25 for instance, 
in our list of male bad powers nr. 5. nn€NeOC is Greek TO rtEVeOC;. 
But what to do in Coptic with Greek neuters personified to females? 

As is well known Gnosticism in its many varieties made an excessive 
use of personifications and genealogies. Tertullian speaks in this 
connection of 'those inexplicable genealogies of the Valentinian aeons' : 
Et cum ... dicit (sc. Isaiah XLVI,9 'Ante me deus non fuit' nescio 
quas illas Valentinianorum Aeonum genealogias pulsat. (De carne 
Christi XXIV, 2). The sketches which the Churchfathers give of their 
different systems illustrate this characteristic abundantly. And the 

23 H. L. Axtell, The Deification of Abstract Ideas in Roman Literature and Inscrip
tions, Chicago 1907,49 (CIL VI, 88), and 35 (e.g. CIL VIII, 9832). 

24 Aeneid VI, 274-276 . .cf. from Axtell, o.c., 50, the inscription dedicated to 'Tempus 
Bonum' (CIL III, 13747). 

25 W. Till, Koptische Grammatik, Leipzig 1955, 55. 
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writings of the Nag Hammadi Library, whether Gnostic or at least 
open to Gnostic interpretation, are quite in line with this picture. 
To mention only some examples: the 'Aeons' are 'fathers' (1,68, 10), 
'brothers' of the Logos (1,81,32), 'Sophia' is a 'barren woman' (II, 
59,30-34), she is a 'sister' (11,23,20), the 'wife' of Immortal Man 
(III, 88, 6-7), the 'mother' of the angels (11,63, 30-32), of the Universe 
(III, 104, 17-18; 114,14-15), also of Achamoth (V, 35, 7-9), she is loved 
by the Archon of the Western Regions (VI, 44,14-20); 'Matter' (ayAH) 

is 'mother' of Sabaoth (11,95,14-17); 'Life' (ZWH) is the 'daughter' 
of Pistis Sophia (11,95,5-6); cf. also from Irenaeus: the First T€'"Cpa~ 
is the 'mother' of the Second Tt'"Cpa~, while the 'Oyooa~ is the 'mother' 
of the thirty Aeons (Adv. haer. I, 15,2; 16,2). There are here, however, 
also exceptions, which we shall discuss below. 

If with such instances in mind we now look at the gender of the 
personifications in OrgWld II, 106, 27ss. we perceive something rather 
strange: in spite of the fact that of two series the members are explicitly 
introduced as females they do not contain feminine words only but 
also some masculine ones TTA<,9€20M, TTCA2oy€ (female evil powers 
nrs. 4 and 5), and TTOYPA T, TTT€AHA (female good powers nrs. 2 
and 3). As there is no speculation worded 'here about the rather manly 
nature of these female beings, as it was done in Philo's De fuga 50-51 
about 'Sophia' (see above), such a type of reasoning cannot be adduced 
to explain the discrepancy between female sex and masculine gender in 
our passage. These inconsistencies, we think, can only find their expla
nation in the fact that this part of Org Wid was not originally composed 
in Coptic but was translated from a language in which four feminine 
words correspond with these four Coptic masculine ones. This explana
tion implies, however, that a Coptic translator had here no feminine 
equivalents at his disposal. 

There is, of course, no doubt about the fact that in the Imperial 
period the most important language in Egypt was Greek, and if, 
therefore, some book or treatise in the less important vernacular 
Coptic is a translation, the most natural assumption is, that it has been 
translated from the Greek. Now it is generally taken for granted 
that all the writings contained in the Nag Hammadi Library once 
existed in Greek, either as the language of the original composition, 
or as an intermediate stage, although to only some of the writings 
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a Greek parallel version is extant. 26 This holds good of the 'Gospel 
of Thomas' (11,2), the "Hermetic Prayer of Thanksgiving" (VI, 7), 
'Asdepius' (VI, 8), the 'Sentences of Sextus' (XII, I), and, of course, 
the Plato fragment (VI, 5).27 For the remaining tractates the evidence 
is only circumstantial; the 'Prayer of the Apostle Paul' (I, I) has its 
title and colophon subscribed in Greek: TTPOC€YXH TT;\[yAOY] 

;\TTOCTOAOY €N €IPHN[H] 0 Xp(ICTOC) ;\f1OC: is this the only 
part untranslated, or is it a Greek title given or later added to an 
originally Coptic composition? There is also the large amount of 
Greek words in these writings, in one of them up to 36 % of the 
total text. 28 These loan words are often assumed to have been taken 
over from the supposed Greek originals, but this is not certain, for 
anyone knows that Coptic literature and papyri generally contain much 
Greek. Where parallel Coptic versions are extant, for instance, of the 
Apocryphon of John, they contain different amounts of Greek words, 
which seems to suggest that different translators were at work who 
each made his own choice from a Greek original, but it is also 
thinkable that a copying purist reduced the number of Greek loans 
in a Coptic original. Sometimes the Greek loans are not identical 
ones in the different versions, which further complicates the matter. 29 

At best therefore such facts point to extensive language mixing, not 
necessarily to translation. Even the fact that an 'Apocalypse of Allo
genes' is likely to have been consulted by the Greek writing philo
sopher Plotinus, does not prove that the Nag Hammadi tractate 
entitled 'Allogenes' (XI, 3) existed in Greek, because Plotinus was 
born in Lycopolis (Upper Egypt) and may quite well have known 
Coptic or some Coptic. 30 

Nevertheless, in spite of all these remarks of an advocatus diaboli, 

26 Robinson, o.c., 2 and 12. 
27 See Robinson, o.c., 12 and the different introductions on p. 117,298, 299, 454. 
28 R. Kasser- M. Malinine- H. Ch. Puech - G. Quispel-J. Zandee, Tractatus Tripartitus, 

Pars I De supernis, Bern 1973, 34 and note 4. 
29 See W. Till- H. M. Schenke, Die gnostischen Schriften des koptischen Papyrus 

Berolinensis 8502, Berlin 1972 (2nd ed.), 18: NHC III, I has more Greek than BG 2; 
15: NHC 111,36,15 84C4NOC corresponds to BG 71,2 KOil.4CI C. 

30 According to Porphyry, Vita Plotini XVI; Plotinus may have spoken Coptic 
with the Egyptian priest in ch. X. For the identity of the two Allogenes-writings see 
H. Ch. Puech, En quere de fa Gnose, Paris 1978, I, 112. 
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we believe that in some cases linguistic proof of a Greek original can 
be found in the treatment of the personifications. In Org Wid II, l06, 27 ss. 
the four masculine personifications make as such no sense in lists of 
females, but a translator had here no choice: to none of them there 
existed feminine synonyms in Coptic, to judge by the cross references 
in the English and German word lists made up by Crum, Spiegelberg 
and WestendorPl Three are used in other texts to translate Greek 
words of feminine gender: TTCA2oy€ renders KU'"c!lpu or AOlbopiu, 
TTOYPAT EuCPpocruvll and TTT€AHA ayuAAiucrtC;.32 The spoil-sport is 
TTA'-9€20M 'sigh', which is the normal rendering of masculine cr'tEVUy-
116C;,33 and also of ~puYI16C; 'gnashing', likewise masculine and xucrl1i] 
'yawning', but these latter two are rather 'marginal' renderings, and 
'yawning' cannot figure very well in a catalogue of vices and evils. 
Tardieu has backtranslated this word by KpUUyi], but this renders A'-9 

only, not the complete compound A'-9€20M.34 

We have seen above that the word TTA'-9€20M in the female series 
may well be a mistake, an erroneous repetition of the same word 
figuring in the male series. If one cannot accept this, the only solution 
left seems to be the supposition that the Greek original had here, not 
masculine cr'tEVUYI16C; but feminine cr'tOvuxi] 'sigh', 'groan', which is, 
however, a rather poetical word, really at home in epics and tragedies. 35 

It would match, of course, the male 'Sighing' as the text has it, but 
also male 'Mourning' in our reconstructed order. 

It is only fair that we also check if the current Greek equivalents of the 
Coptic masculine words that make up the two male series are not by 
any chance feminine substantives! This happens to be the case in only 
one instance: male good power nr. 3 'Joy' (TTOyNOq) normally 
corresponds to Greek xupa or EUCPpocruvll, 36 but here we are somewhat 
misled by the Coptic translator. For the series of male good powers 
in our text has a characteristic which up to now we have left un-

31 W. Spiegelberg, Koptisches Handworterbuch, Heidelberg 1921, 307-333; W. Westen
dorf, Koptisches Handworterbuch, Heidelberg 1965-'77, 576-631; W.E. Crum, A Coptic 
Dictionary, Oxford 1939, 845-878. 

32 Crum, o.c., 387b, 490b, 4IOb. 
33 Crum, o.c., 25a. 
34 M. Tardieu, Trois mythes gnostiques, 68 and n. 117 referring to Crum 533b. 
35 It occurs, for instance, in Ant. Pal. VII, 142. 
36 Crum, o.c., 485b. For the remaining masculines see Tardieu, o.c., 68-69. 
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mentioned; this third series is not a catalogue of personified virtues 
or other positive notions, but of constituents which are either sub
stantivized relative phrases with initial n-eT( e)- (nrs. I, 5, 7) or sub
stantivized Greek adjectives (nrs. 2, 4, 6), and with the exception of 
nr. 3 these words are, therefore, no personifications in the strict sense. 
Tardieu has remedied this defect by rendering nr. 3 by 6 Eu<ppmv, 
adducing EU<pPOVlOC; from Epiphanius' Panarion XXXI,3, I as a 
paralleI.37 Though we have the feeling that Tardieu is right in this 
reconstruction, we do not think that the Coptic text allows of it, 
for in that case it should have run neToYNoq, with a relative 
particle as the other ones have. On the other hand we have to say, 
that from people who can juggle Plato's "lltpmv DE 9TJpimv €xov'WC; 
KE<paAuc; KOKAq> Kai uypimv 'having a ring of heads of all kind of 
beasts, tame and wild' into 'some days indeed it is like the image of a 
wild beast', anything can be expected. 38 A second check which we 
have to make about the underlying language is whether it can have 
been (West-)Semitic, but this is immediately blocked by female 'Peace' 
(nr. 1) to which would correspond masculine 'Shalom', etc. 

The same method can be applied to some other passages in Org Wid. 
In 10 I, 24 ss it says: 'Seven appeared in Chaos as Androgynous beings. 
They have their masculine name and their feminine name. The feminine 
name (of laldabaoth) is Pronoia Sambathas i.e. the Hebdomad. (As 
for) his son called "lao", his feminine name is "Lordship". Sabaoth's 
feminine name is "Divinity". Adonaios' feminine name is "Kingship", 
Eloaios' feminine name is "Envy". Oraios' feminine name is "Ric[hes]", 
Astaphaios' [feminine] name is "Sophia." Now all these names are 
indeed feminine in Coptic and can render feminine Greek words (for 
'Riches' see below), with the exception of masculine 'Envy', which 
was nr. I of our list of male evils! Here, however, it renders fem. 
ZTJAo'tu7tia, to which there is no simple feminine equivalent in Coptic. 39 

37 69, n. 131. 
38 Mistaking uncial HMEPQN as TUU:proV 'days' instead of TtIlEPCOV 'tame' etc. 

(NHC. VI, 49, 20-21). 
39 Cf. Crum, a.c., 132b. He might have used the fern. compound MNTEIEpBOONE. 

Tardieu, a.c., 65 supposes the Greek name to have been Zi'jAOC;, but that is masculine. 
The parallel version in the Papyrus Berolinensis 8502 has kohl 'fire' instead of koh 
"envy" (43, 18), but that does not make any difference in this connection because 
koht is likewise a masculine word. 
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On p. 104, 1O-12 Sabaoth is said to hate his father, the Darkness 
-TTKAK€ and his mother, the Abyss -TTNOYN (!). Here the translator 
was again in difficulties: he had to render iJ v A~ucrcroC;, but had only 
masc. NOYN at his disposal, which clashes with 'mother' : the feminine 
Naunet of the Hermupolis Ogdoad (see above) was no longer remem
bered. The same can be read in "The Hypostasis of the Archons" 
(11,86,6-7) where Abyss -TTNOYN is the 'mother' of Chaos (cf. also 
Apoc. of Adam V 79, 23-24). A comparable instance is found in 
the Latin of 4 Ezra XIII 55 which reads: 'et sensum tuum vocasti 
matrem'. Elsewhere I have given some linguistic proof that this book 
has been translated from the Greek.40 This passage can be added, 
since the discrepancy between masc. sensus and mater can only be 
understood on the basis of fern. u1cr811crli;, who is of course a 'mother' 
(cf. the Apocryphon of John 11,18, 14-19 where Esthe(si)sis the 'mother' 
of the four chief demons, and Philo Quis rer. div. heres 53 where 
u1cr811crtC; is the 'servant girl' of those who truly live). There is even 
an instance in Roman sculpture and painting which always portray 
Cupido as a boy, although words ending in -do such as libido, torpedo, 
etc. are feminine. This god is the Roman version of vEproC;, a male god 
in accordance with the masculine gender of his name, whose sex 
remained unaltered in Roman works of art although his name was 
changed. Accordingly the name was always masculine in Latin, the 
substantive (not personified) was usually feminine, and only sometimes 
masculine. Hence in Apuleius' Metam. X, 32 Venus arrives accompanied 
by many little boys: "illos teretes et lacteos puellos diceres tu Cupidines 
veros ... ", but in Ovid's Metamorphoses the substantive is both feminine 
and masculine (e.g. III, 620 vs. VIII, 74). 

We have seen that Greek neuters could be personified to either sex, 
according to choice. Hence Irenaeus mentions n V£UIlU'tU among the 
female aeons (Adv. haer. I, 2, 6). But in those portions that have been 
preserved in Latin translation only, this results in a female personi
fication of masculine spiritus: 'Spiritum '" primam feminam eum 
vocantes (ibid. I, 30, I); where there is no translation but transcrip
tion, there arises of course no such problem e.g. ' ... et aeonia autem 

40 When do Graecisms prove that a Latin Text is a Translation?, in Vruchten van de 
Vithol: Studies opgedragen aan Dr. H.A. Brongers ter gelegenheid van zijn afscheid. 
(16 mei 1974), Utrecht 1974, 100-119. 
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Zoe Thelemati coniuncta est' (ibd. 1,29,1). The Gospel of Philip like
wise considers the Holy Ghost as a woman (II, 55, 23-26), but the 
ultimate explanation of this equation is in all likelihood not given 
by the neuter gender of 1tvd)~a in this case (see below). In OrgWld 
101,33 the feminine name of Oraios: "Ric[hes]" cannot be explained 
from 6 nAOU'tO~, but must be sought in the neuter 'to nAOU'tO~, a 
declension variant found in the New Testament and elsewhere.41 

In some passages are found discrepancies between sex and gender 
which are of a different character and have nothing to do with any 
translating mechanisms, because the authors show us that they are 
aware of the inconsistency, which implies that the change of sex has 
here been made deliberately. We mean such cases as Irenaeus Adv. 
haer. 1,4, 1 where Sophia is called 'patronymically' the 'father' of 
Enthymesis, and ibd. 1,5,3 where Achamoth is called 'Lord'; in the 
same context, however, Sophia is also called the 'mother' of Enthymesis 
(I, 2, 5) and Achamoth the 'mother' of the Demiurge (I, 5, 2). A similar 
tendency to supplant the no doubt depreciated female sex by the 
male is present in the 'Gospel of Thomas', saying 114, probably the 
best known instance: 'Simon Peter said to them: Let Mary leave us 
for women are not worthy of Life. Jesus said: I myself shall lead her 
in order to make her male, so that she too may become a living 
spirit resembling you males. For every woman who will make herself 
male will enter the Kingdom of Heaven'. In the Martyrdom of Saints 
Perpetua and Felicitas ch. 10 the same line of thought is undoubtedly 
present, when we are told that Perpetua the day before she had to 
fight with the beasts in the arena saw a vision about this fight, in which 
she was transformed into a man: " ... et facta sum masculus".42 The 
opposite is seen in OrgWld 11,101,28-29 where it says: "(As to) 
his son called 'lao' his feminine name is 'Lordship', and 31 : "Adonaios' 
feminine name is 'Kingship'''. Instances of female aeons need not here 
be explicitly mentioned. When on the other hand Lactantius, who 
treats the word phoenix grammatically as feminine (e.g. De ave phoe-

41 E. A. Sophocles, Greek Lexicon of the Roman and Byzantine Periods (From B.C. 
146 to A.D. 1100), New York (repr., no year), II, 897b. 

42 H. Musurillo, The Acts of the Christian Martyrs, Oxford 1972, 118 (lowe this 
reference to Prof. R. v.d. Broek at Utrecht) For further parallels see 1. B. Bader, 
TA 0Ht\.YKA AOANdPQ0ENTA, in NTS VIII, 1961-62,56-58. 
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nice 45: 'ilIa'), nevertheless calls this bird - contrary to the rule -
'her own father': 'ipsa sibi proles, suus est pater et suus heres' (ibd. 
167), he certainly does so not to depreciate the female sex but to 
underline his previous remark 'femina vel mas haec' (1. 163), which 
brings out that this miraculous bird whose propagation was an asexual 
process was itself 'above sexuality'.43 

Of a different kind is that passage in Authoritative Teaching, which 
twice states explicitly that the spiritual soul T'fYXH MTTN€YMATIKH 

on her descent into the body became a material soul and a 'brother' to 
Lust (T€TTl9YMIA), Hatred (TTMOCT€) and Envy (TTKW2) (VI, 23, 12-
22). Now in the preceding lines it was said, by way of example, that if 
a man and a woman who both have sons from previous marriages are 
wedded again, their respective sons call one another 'brothers'. With 
such a situation the descent of the spiritual soul into the body is here 
compared, and the word 'brother' in stead of 'sister' seems to have 
been maintained to keep up the comparison with the preceding example. 
It will not help to take recourse to assuming a Semitic original behind 
this treatise, because nephesh or naphshii are likewise feminine. 

A final Nag Hammadi case of 'wrong sex'. In the Gospel of Philip 
(II, 77, 19-20) it says: "Truth (TAAH9€IA) is the mother, Knowledge 
(TrNwcl c) the father"! This instance seems to upset our whole 
previous discussion, because a retroversion into Greek does not solve 
the problem: there are no masculine words in Greek for 'knowledge', 
so the Greek text must already have contained this gross inconsistency, 
which I don't see why the Coptic translators or copyists did not make 
disappear by choosing masc. cooY N - 'knowledge'. 44 Now the 'Gospel 
of Philip' has connections with Syria: in II, 56, 8 the author says that 
'Christ' is in the Syriac language 'Messiah', and at 63,21-24: "The 
eucharist is Jesus. For he is called in Syriac 'Pharisatha', which is 'the 
one who is spread out', for Jesus came crucifying the world".45 Now 

43 See R. v.d. Broek, The Myth of the Phoenix according to Classical and Early 
Christian Traditions (EPRO 24), Leyden 1972, chapter X: 'The Sex', esp. 360, 389. 

44 He also retains the Greek word in his 'version' of I Cor. VIII, I (II, 77, 23-26), 
whereas the Sahidic and Bohairic versions have translated by a Coptic word; 
see H.-G. Gaffron, Studien zum koptischen Philippusevangelium unter besonderer Berilck
sichtigung der Sakramente, Bonn 1969,28. 

45 For the interpretation of this passage see into al. W.C. V. Unnik, Three Notes on 
the 'Gospel of Philip', in NTS X, 1962-3, 468-<J, who equals pharisatha with the bread 
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if we suppose against this background that this Gospel has originally 
been composed in Syriac the riddle of 'Father Gnosis' is solved, for 
there is a masculine word madda" which renders yV&O'lC; for instance 
in the Peshitta version of Luke I, 77 where Zacharias sings of his 
son that he came 'to give knowledge of salvation to his people'.46 

The feminine gender of the Syriac word for ghost or spirit, ruchii, 
is undoubtedly the explanation of the explicit remarks in the same 
Gospel of Philip that the Holy Ghost who is a woman cannot for that 
reason have made Mary pregnant (11,55,23-26), and we are immediately 
reminded of the fact that in Syriac Christianity the Holy Ghost is called 
Christ's 'mother'.47 But contradicting here the scholar who claims 
to be "often contradicted but never refuted", I do not think that 
the representation of the Holy Spirit by a 1tSP10"t'SpU in Matthew III, 
16 and parallel places, instead of a 1tSP10"t'SpOC;, has anything to do 
with this, for 1tSP10"t'SpU meant both the hen-pigeon and the cock
pigeon in N.T. times: 1tSP10"t'SpOC; was an old-fashioned Attic word 
used in Vth and IVth century comedies. Its incidental anachronistic 
use is even ridiculed by Lucian in the Solecist ch. 7 : "When someone said 
1tSP10"t'SPOC;, because it was Attic, he (sc. Socrates of Mopsos), said: 
Then we shall also have to say <punoc;' (a non-existent masculine coined 
here by the side of <puna 'ringdove'). I do think, however, that he 
rightly subscribes to Weil's hypothesis of the Holy Spirit being pictured 
as a woman in the XIIth chapter of the Apocalypse of St. John,48 
combining it with the view of the earliest commentators that she is 
the Church. This combination is quite convincingly parallelled by 

of the eucharist, and Gaffron, O.c., 182-3 who accepts Schenke's view that there is here 
a wordplay prs-prsh. Indeed R. Payne Smith's Thesaurus Syriacus, Oxford 1901, II, has 
s.v. p;}ristii: 'placenta latior, panis spec. eucharisticus' (c. 3278), s.v. prs: 'expandit, 
stravit' 'extendit' (c. 3275), and s.v. prsh: 'separavit, seposuit, particulas panis euchari
stici', but it does not seem necessary to involve this latter stem as well. Apart from the 
fact that I do not believe that Syriac sand sh were homophones (so Gaffron p. 182), 
I think that the real problem is here that pharisatha is a feminine plural, unless it 
reflects an older vocalism of the singular, but this should not concern us now. 

46 Gaffron, o.c., does not mention 'father Gnosis' in his chapter I, 3 "Die Hand
schrift und das Problem der Originalsprache", 24-32. 

47 See G. Quispel, Makarius, das Thomasevangelium und das Lied von der Perle, 
Leiden 1967,9-10. 

48 S. Petrement, Une Suggestion de Simone Weil Ii propos d'Apocalypse 12, in NTS, 
XI, 1964-65; 291-296. 
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the Lady who speaks to Hermas under several appearances, who is 
said to be the Church in Vision II, 4, 1, and who is also said to be 
the Holy Spirit in Similitude IX, I, I : "I wish to show you what the 
Holy Spirit showed you in the form of the Church ... ". 49 As to the 
Apocalypse of St. John this personification is in line with the feminine 
gender of EKKAllcriu and also with neuter 1tV£Uf.!U, which as we have 
seen could be personified either way, nor does it conflict with the 
assumption of a Semitic original: the various Hebrew and Aramaic 
words for 'ghost' and 'congregation' are feminine as well. 50 

49 G. Quispel, Het geheime boek der Openbaring, Amerongen 1979,76-79. 
50 ruach-rucha, q;lhillah, bnesseth, . edah-·idta. 



JEWISH ELEMENTS IN CORPUS HERMETICUM I 

(POIMANDRES) 

BIRGER A. PEARSON 
(Santa Barbara, U.S.A.) 

The distinguished scholar to whom this volume is dedicated has 
contributed much to our understanding of gnosis and its place in the 
bubbling krater of religions in the Hellenistic world. Some of his 
most interesting and important contributions have to do with the 
Jewish component in gnostic syncretism; indeed it is in large measure 
his influence, from the time that he was a Visiting Professor at Harvard 
University in 1964-65, that has sparked my own interest in Gnosticism 
in general, and in particular, the Jewish factor in its origins. It is with 
great pleasure, therefore, that I dedicate this opusculum on the Egyptian
gnostic tractate, Poimandres, to my friend and teacher, Gilles Quispel. 1 

Tractate I of the Corpus Hermeticum is a document of considerable 
importance for the history of Graeco-Egyptian religious syncretism, 
and the history of Gnosticism in general. Entitled Poimandres, after 
the name of the God who reveals himself in the document, it is attributed 
in early tradition to the Egyptian god, Thrice Greatest Hermes 
(= Egyptian Thoth), revealer-god par excellence in Egyptian religion. 2 

Probably the earliest document in the Hermetic corpus, it consists 
of a number of elements which, taken together, apparently served as 
a sort of "canonical" basis for subsequent development of the Hermetic 

1 An early version of this paper was presented to the Seventh World Congress 
of Jewish Studies in Jerusalem, in August of 1977. Presiding over the section in which 
it was presented was another distinguished scholar from whom I have learned a 
great deal, Professor Gershom Scholem. Indeed I wish to add that it was Gilles Quispel 
who first introduced me to Scholem's writings, many years before I finally had the 
pleasure of meeting him in person. 

2 The title, "EpJ.loU tPlO"JlEyi(HOU nOtJ.lavopT]~, is probably secondary, but it is 
clear from Corp. Herm. XIII, 15 that the Poimandres was attributed in early Hermetic 
tradition to Hermes Trismegistus. The name "Hermes" does not occur in the text of 
Corp. Herm. I itself, of course. 
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religion, as the references and allusions to the Poimandres In later 
Hermetic literature would tend to suggest. 

The tractate consists of the following elements: 

I. An introduction (ch. 1-3), depicting the epiphany of the God 
"Poimandres" or "Mind" (the highest God) to the prophetic visionary, 
unnamed, whom tradition identifies as Hermes Trismegistus. 

II. A revelation (4-26), consisting of 
A. A cosmogony (4-11) 
B. An anthropological section (12-23), including 

1. An anthropogony (12-19), the most important element of 
which is the story of man's "fall", and 

2. A section consisting of anthropological and ethical teaching 
(20-23), and 

C. Eschatology (24-26), teaching the way of ascent to God. 

III. An account of the prophet's apostolic mission to mankind, with 
an appeal to men to "repent" (27-29). 

IV. A conclusion (30-32), the most important elements of which are 
hymns and prayers addressed to God. 

It has long been noted - at least from the time of the Byzantine 
scholiast Michael Psellus (10th centV - that this document is replete 
with Jewish elements, and even quotes scripture (esp. Gen. 1-2) extensively. 
In modern times, C. H. Dodd is the scholar who has investigated these 
things most extensively.4 He has argued that the Cosmogony and the 
Anthropogony of the Poimandres is based in large measure on the 
Genesis account of creation. Dodd has also noted extensive influences 
from other portions of the Greek Bible than Genesis, and refers to 
influences from the kind of Hellenistic-Jewish literature represented 
especially by Philo of Alexandria (though he does not claim that 
Corp. Herm. I is dependent upon Philo). 

Of course, it may well be the case that Dodd saw some allusions to 

3 See Psellus' scholium on Corp. Herm. I, 18, excerpted in Walter Scott, ed., Her
metica IV: Testimonia, Oxford 1936,244-245. 

4 The Bible and the Greeks, London 1935. 
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Genesis which really turn out to be illusory upon closer inspection 
ofthe text, something that Ernst Haenchen has argued rather forcefully. 5 

The latter, in his perspicacious analysis of the structure and theology 
of the Poimandres, has also shown that the author of the tractate 
has utilized a number of sources, some of which contradict one another. 
In any case, it is possible that both the "Jewish" and the "Gnostic" 
elements in the Cosmogony and Anthropogony are attributable to 
one or more "Jewish-Gnostic" sources. 

More recently, H. Ludin Jansen, in a very interesting article,6 has 
argued that the Old Testament-Jewish emphasis in the Poimandres 
is so strong that it must have been written by a Jew, who personally 
had lived through all of the mystical experiences described in the 
"autobiographical" sections of the text (esp. ch. 1-3, 27-30). He thus 
implicitly denies any connection between the Poimandres and the 
Hermetic religion, though he does see it as a gnostic document. 7 Its 
author must, therefore, have been a Jewish Gnostic. Unfortunately 
Jansen's treatment, though rich in insight, is poor in documentation. 
Moreover he takes no account of the problem of sources and redaction 
in the tractate. 

In this study I shall first look at the structure of the document 
as a whole, i.e. its final composition, and then concentrate on those 
sections that appear to belong to the final redaction and at the same 
time show features which are most characteristically Jewish. Then a 
tentative thesis will be proposed to account historically both for the 
"Jewishness" of the document, as well as its pagan - yes, Hermetic -
thrust. 

5 Aujbau und Theologie des 'Poimandres," in ZTK 55, 1956, 149-191. Cf. also R. 
McL. Wilson, The Gnostics and the Old Testament, in Geo Widengren, ed., Proceedings 
of the International Colloquium on Gnosticism, Stockholm August 20-25, 1973 (Stock
holm 1977), 165-166. 

6 Die Frage nach Tendenz und Verfasserschaft im Poimandres, in Widengren, ed., 
Proceedings ... Gnosticism, 157-163. 

7 Walter Scott, in his well-known edition of the Hermetica, has also pointed to 
Jewish influences in the POimandres, and brings the tractate into close connection 
with the kind of Judaism represented by Philo of Alexandria. He also tends to think 
that the tractate was originally written independent of the Hermetic tradition. See 
Hermetica II, Oxford 1925,4-11. Karl-Wolfgang Troger, however, refers to Corp. Herm. 
I as "ganz zweifellos hermetisch," a judgment with which I agree. See Die hermetischen 
Gnosis, in Troger, ed., Gnosis und Neues Testament, Berlin 1973, 105. 
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In looking at the form and structure of the Poimandres, one is struck 
by the similarity of this tractate to certain Jewish apocalypses, most 
notably 2 (Slavonic) Enoch, a document which probably emanates 
in its earliest form from first-century Egypt. 8 Indeed the two docu
ments show a remarkable degree of similarity not only in structure, 
but also in specific content. Here are some examples: 

Poimandres 

Hermes,9 almost asleep, receives a 
vision: ch. I. 

A very large being appears and calls 
him by name: ch. I. 

God reveals to Hermes the secrets of 
the cosmos and its origin: ch. 4-11. 

God reveals to Hermes the creation of 
living things: ch. II. 

The creation of man, sevenfold: ch. 12-
19 (seven anthropoi, ch. 16). 

Eros is the cause of death: ch. 18. 

Two ways/possibilities for man, life and 
death, light and darkness: ch. 19-23, 
cf. ch. 29 ("way of death "). 

Blessings and curses: ch. 22-23. 

Way of ascent revealed: ch. 24-26. 

The powers sing to the Father in the 
eighth sphere and in the ninth: ch. 26; 
cf. "Holy, Holy, Holy," ch. 31. 

God is above the eighth sphere, either 
in the ninth or the tenth, receiving 
hymns of praise: ch. 26. 

Hermes is sent to preach to errant 
mankind: ch. 27-29. 

"I depart into life and light": ch. 32. 

2 Enoch 

Enoch, first asleep, later awake, receives 
a vision: ch. I. 

Two very large men appear, and caIl 
him by name: ch. I. 

God reveals to Enoch the secrets of 
the cosmos and its origin: ch. 24. 

God reveals to Enoch the creation of 
living things: ch. 28-30: 1-7. 

The creation of man, sevenfold (from 
seven substances) : ch. 30: 8-9. 

Death comes to man through his wife: 
30: 17-18. 

Two ways for man, light and darkness: 
ch. 30: 15. 

Blessings and curses: ch. 52. 

Enoch ascends to heaven: ch. 3-22. 

Angelic powers sing to God in the 
seventh heaven, "Holy, Holy, Holy": 
ch. 21. 

God dwells in the tenth heaven, sur
rounded by hymns of praise: ch. 22. 

Enoch is sent to preach to errant man
mankind: ch. 22. 
"I shaIl go up to heaven" : 55: 1-2. 

Now although there is no solid evidence for the mingling of the 

8 I do not agree with J. T. Milik's late dating of 2 Enoch; see The Books of Enoch, 
Oxford 1976, 107-116. 

9 I refer to the unnamed visionary-prophet as "Hermes," in accordance with the 
Hermetic tradition. Cf. notes 2 and 7. 
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Hermetic and Enochic traditions before the fourth century,l° it is not 
out of the question that the author of the Poimandres was familiar with 
one or more apocalypses in the Enoch tradition, of the sort represented 
by 2 Enoch. In any case, it has all the ear-marks of a Jewish apocalypse. 
(Specifically Egyptian "apocalypses" existed from ancient times, but 
differ radically from what we have in the Poimandres). II 

The material from ch. 27 to the end of the Poimandres is especially 
important, for herein we see most clearly the basic thrust of the docu
ment as a whole. And precisely here the Jewish elements are pervasive. 
Here, too, we find the best evidence for reconstructing the document's 
historical Sitz im Leben. 

Looking first at the apostolic preaching section, especially chs. 27 
and 28, we see a number of elements reminiscent both of the scriptures 
(LXX) and of such Hellenistic Jewish literature as is preserved in 
the writings of Philo. For example, the use of the term ouvaJ.tt~ (power) 
as a designation for angelic beings (cf. also ch. 7 and 26) is common 
in Philo (Plant. 12-15; Agr. 167-171; Spec. Leg. 66-69; Fug. 68ff.), 
in the LXX (Ps. 110:21; Ps. 118:2-3); and related literature (e.g. T. 
Jud. 25: 2). Indeed even the name for God in the tractate, "Poi
mandres," may reflect the Jewish-Biblical belief in God as "Shepherd 
of Men," especially of Israel (cf. e.g. Philo, Agr. 51: 6 1totJ.lllV Kat 
~acrtA£U~ e£6~; Ps. 22: 1 : KUpto~ 1tOtJ.laiv£t J.l£).12 He is called "Father 
of the All" as well (ch. 27, 31), and this is a designation for God which 
occurs very often in Philo (Det. 148; Gp. 71-73; Leg. All. 11,48-53; 
Ebr. 80-85; etc.). When "Hermes" addresses mankind as "earth-born 

10 Zosimus of Panopolis, who was immersed in the Hermetic tradition, utilizes 
Enoch material, both from 1 (Ethiopic) Enoch and (probably) from 2 Enoch. See 
e.g. Scott, Hermetica IV, 104-153. According to Muslim tradition Enoch (ldris) is 
equated with Hermes, and is credited with building the pyramids. Cf. Abu Salih, The 
Churches and Monasteries of Egypt, translated by B. Evetts, Oxford 1895, 189. 

11 See e.g. C. C. McCown, Egyptian Apocalyptic Literature, in HTR 18, 1925, 
357-411. The most important texts from the Hellenistic-Roman period are the Demotic 
Chronicle, the Oracle of the Potter, and the apocalypse preserved in the Hermetic 
Asclepius, Corp. Herm. IX, 24-26. NHC VI, tractate 8, is a Coptic version of the latter. 

12 ltOlllT]V avoprov is still the best etymology for the name "Poimandres," and 
is supported in the Hermetic tradition itself: !\oyov yap 'tov (Jov ltOlllUivEl 6 Noue;, 
Corp. Herm. XIII, 19. Attempts to find an Egyptian etymology (pJ mtr, "the witness," 
or p.eime n-Re, "the knowledge of the Sun-god") are not convincing. cr. Scott, Her
metica II, 16. See now NHC VI,3: Auth. Teach. 33,2, where God is called the 
"true Shepherd" of the soul; cf. also the name "Poimael" in NHC III, 2: Gos. Eg. 
66,1-2, probably also based on the word ltOlllT]V ("shepherd") plus the suffix -el ("god"). 
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men" (avDpEC; YTJYEVEiC;), he is using a term which reflects Hellenistic
Jewish interpretations of Gen. 2: 7 (e.g. Wis. 7: 1 ; Philo, Op. 68-70; Vir!. 
195-199; etc.). The metaphor of "drunkenness," familiar from Gnostic 
texts,13 is not absent from Jewish material, and is found in the 
prophets of the Bible as well as extra-biblical Jewish literature (e.g. 
Is. 28: 1; Jer. 28: 39; etc.).14 In Philo, "drunkenness" and "sleep" 
are used together, as here, in a metaphorical sense (see esp. Sobr. 
5). Moreover when "Hermes" appeals to "earth-born men" to "repent" 
(IlEtavoEiv), he is using an expression virtually restricted in antiquity 
to Jewish and Christian materials, as Eduard Norden noted long ago. 15 
In general, the whole of the message of our Hermetic preacher in 
ch. 27-28 has a prophetic ring about it, reminiscent of the accounts 
in the Bible of the preaching of the prophets.16 

The results of Hermes' preaching are summarized in ch. 29: 
some of the hearers reject the message and thereby choose the "way 
of death" - this phrase reflects the Jewish "Two Ways" tradition 17 -
whereas others wish to be taught more and thus to enter upon life. 
"Seeds of wisdom" are sown in the hearers - the terminology is akin 
to that employed by Philo 18 - and the product of this catechesis 19 
is a worshipping community whose chief cui tic activity is the offering 
up of "thanksgiving" (EvXaptcrtia, ch. 29)20 and "blessing" (EvA-oyia, 
ch. 30) 21 to God. 

13 See Hans Jonas, The Gnostic Religion, Boston 1lJ63, 68fT. 
14 Cf. Dodd, The Bible and the Greeks, 187-188. 
15 Agnostos Theos (repr. Darmstadt 1956), \34- \39. 
16 So, rightly, Dodd, The Bible and the Greeks, 179ff. 
17 On the 'Two Ways" tradition in Judaism and early Christianity see e.g. Robert 

Kraft, The Didache and Barnabas (Robert M. Grant, ed., The Apostolic Fathers, vol. 3, 
New York, 1965). 

18 On Sophia ("Wisdom") as "sower" in Philo see Fug. 49-53; Somn. 1,199-202; 
on God or the Logos as "sower" of wisdom, see Leg. All. 1,43-51; 79-81; III, 180-
183; 219-223; etc. 

19 Haenchen refers to this section as "eine Art heidnischer Katechismus," in Auf
bau und Theologie, 185; Jansen calls it "ein Stuck gnostischer Katechese," in Die 
Frage nach Tendenz und Verfasserschaft, 158. 

20 El1Xapicrtia is' a later variant of !:~oJloA6YT]crl<; as a translation of Hebrew ;oqi!'!; 
see James M. Robinson, Die Hodajot-Formel in Gebet und Hymnus des Fruhchristentums, 
in Apophoreta: Festschrift for Ernst Haenchen Berlin 1964, 198. Cf. also El)XaPlcrtElV 
(= !:~OJlOAoyEicreal = ;"lP in ch. 27 and 29. On EuXaplcrtia in Philo see Jean Laporte, 
La doctrine eucharistique chez Philon d'Alexandrie, Paris 1972. 

21 EUAoyia = Hebrew ;"l:l,1I; cf. Robinson, Die Hodajot-Formel, 202. Cf. ch. 32: 
EUAOYTJt6<; d = ;"lJIIN !J~':J. aTc~:nmon Jewish prayer-formula. See below. 

T - T 
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It is precisely here, too, wherein we see the most striking examples of 
Jewish influence. For in the phraseology employed at the end of the 
Poimandres, from the end of ch. 29 through ch. 32, we are able to 
find fragments of Jewish liturgy, specifically prayers and formulae 
utilized in the daily worship-life of pious Jewish communities at least 
from the turn of the era. The following are a few examples: 

The words at the end of ch. 30, €K \jIDxi'je; Kui iaxuoe; 01-11e;, seem 
clearly to echo the last part of the Shemao. The LXX text of Deut. 
6: 5 reads, Kui uyu1t11a£te; KUPtoV TOV 8£ov aOD €~ 01-11e; Ti'je; \jIDxi'je; 
aOD Kui €~ 01-11e; Ti'je; oDvu~£me; aOD. The use of the term iaxuoe; in 
the Poimandres (for Hebrew .;J~~9-";7~) instead of ODVU~W)e; as in the 
LXX, is no problem, for in fact Origen noted that iaxuoe; is a textual 
variant in the MS. tradition. 22 Indeed the phrase €~ 01-11e; Ti'je; iaxuoe; 
occurs in the New Testament, in the Markan form of the Shemao 
(Mark 12: 30). This simply indicates that different Greek translations 
of the ShemaO existed in the worship life of Greek-speaking synagogues 
of the Diaspora. 23 

The formulation Oto(J)~t ... £ul-oytuv T0 ... 1tuTpi 8£0, here occuring 
with the words from the Shemao, prepares for the blessing or hymn 
to follow, but may also reflect the use of the biblical Psalms in 
corporate worship. Cf. e.g. Ps. 102(103): 1, EuMy£t, i] \jIDXT] ~OD, TOV 
KUPtoV Kui, 1tUVTU 1:<1 €VTOe; ~OD, TO ovo~u TO aytov uuwu. 

The nine-fold ascription of "holiness" to God in the hymn in ch. 31, 
a hymn which was later used even in Christian worship,24 ultimately 
harks back to the Kedusha, especially the part derived from Isaiah 6: 3. 
It will be noticed, too, that the first three lines ascribe holiness to God 
in the third person, as in the trishagion of Isaiah 6: 3. Of course the 
Hermetic author has expanded upon the text, adding his own 
characteristic formulations. Bqt these formulations themselves, together 
with their linguistic form,25 are nothing that could not have occurred 
in a Jewish community: "Father of the All" (see above, with reference 

22 See F. Field, ed., Origenis Hexaplorum ... Fragmenta, Oxford 1975, I, 283. 
23 The same passage from the Shemao is used twice in a new Hermetic text, NHC 

VI,6: Disc. 8-9 55, 11-13 and 57, 21-23. On this document see below. 
24 Cf. Nock-Festugiere, Corpus Hermeticum, I, xxxvi, referring to P. Bero!. 9794, 

a Christian text of the third century. 
25 See Norden's remarks on the non-Hellenic character of the style of language 

found here (article + participle): Agnostos Theos, 203. 
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to Philo), "whose will is accomplished by his powers," i.e. the angels 
(see above) who constantly sing the praises of God (as in Isaiah 6), 
"who wishes to be known, and is known to his own," language 
reminiscent of the Bible and of Hellenistic Judaism in general (e.g. 
Exod. 29:42-43 [LXX]; Hos. 12: I [LXX]). 

Note, too, the connection between the Kedusha-type hymn in ch. 30, 
and the description of the heavenly praises of God in ch. 26, wherein 
the ascent to God is described, as well as the concluding word in ch. 32, 
"I depart into life and light." Here we find a phenomenon similar to 
that documented by Gershom Scholem in his studies in Jewish mysti
cism: the use of the angelic hymns as vehicles of the mystic's ascent. 26 

This coheres with a general observation that could be made for the 
religion of the Poimandres, i.e. that personal piety and corporate piety 
are held in tension. We shall have to return to this point. 

The ascription of holiness to God in the second person, "Holy are 
you," is, of course, also frequent in Jewish liturgy. See e.g. the third 
benediction in the weekday Amidah, which opens: ... i1~~ tz.i',~. 27 
The simple address to God as "Father" in the phrase, EUAOYTl'tOC; 
d miTEp (ch. 32), is paralleled ("our Father") in many Jewish prayers; 
and the benediction, "Blessed are you," is virtually ubiquitous in ancient 
(and modern) Jewish liturgy, as e.g. in the Amidah, the benediction 
said in connection with the Shema", and numerous other prayers.28 

Now when these references to Jewish liturgy are brought up in 
connection with the Poimandres, I may lay myself open to the charge 
of anachronism. For where is the evidence for Jewish liturgy as early 
as the Poimandres? Did not the early rabbis forbid the writing down 
of berakoth until at least the sixth century? 29 

But we need not resort to the Hebrew liturgy for our parallels to 
the Poimandres, for we do have Greek examples of Jewish liturgy 
which reflect the worship practices of some Jewish communities at least 
as early as the Poimandres. I refer, of course, to the Hellenistic-Jewish 

26 Jewish Gnosticism, Merkabah Mysticism, and Talmudic Tradition, New York 
1965,20-23, esp. 23, n. 6, referring to Corp. Herm. 1.26. 

27 See D. W. Staerk, AltjUdische Liturgische Gebete Berlin 1930, II; cf. also P. Birn
baum, Daily Prayer Book, New York 1949,85. 

28 See e.g. Staerk, AltjUdische ... Gebete, 4, 6, 7, etc. 
29 Shabbath 115b. 
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prayers embedded in the Apostolic Constitutions, books VII and VIII, 
discussed by Wilhelm Bousset and others.30 There is not space to 
discuss here the work that has been done on these fragments, but 
it is clear that they preserve important testimony to the use, in Hellenistic
Jewish communities, of both the Amidah and the Kedusha. Here, then, 
are some selected parallels between the Poimandres and these Jewish 
liturgical fragments: 

Poimandres 

aytoc; 6 eEOC; (thrice): I,31 

1tUTllP 'tow oAwv : I, 31 

. U1tO 'tow {8iwv 8uVUIlEWV: I, 
31. 

oc; yvw(JefjvUt l3ouAE'tat KUt ytvW(JKE
'tat 'toiC; {8iOtC; : I, 31. 

6 A6Y4l crucr'tT]cruIlEvoC; 'tU OV'tU : 
I, 31. 

6 KpEinwv 'troY E1tuivwv : I, 31. 

8E~at AoytKUC; eucriuC;: J, 31. 

Apostolic Constitutions 

aytoc; aytoc; aytoc; (the Kedusha) : VII, 
35 (Bousset 425). 
8Ecr1tO'tU 'troY oAwv : VIII, 9,8 (Bous
set 482) 
8uVUIlEtC; (in the Kedusha): VII, 35 
(Bousset 435). 
'I(Jpm'lA. . . 'tuiC; KU't' oupuvov 8u
VUIlE<Jt v UlltAAWIlEVT] . . . IjIUAAEt: 
VII, 35, 4 (Bousset 439). 
KUPtoC; eEOC; yvWcrEWV (LXX I Kns. 
2: 3): VII, 35, 9 (Bousset 466, 478). 
6 yvw(J'tOC; ... AoytKuiC; <pU(JEcrt v ... 

KU'tUAulll3uvoIlEVOC;: VIII, 15,7 
(Goodenough 329). 
ou 1l yvro<JtC; uvuPX0<;: VII, 35, 9 
(Bousset 480). 
6 (Jucr'tT]cruIlEvoC; ul3ucr(Jov : 
VIII, 12, 13 (Bousset 452). 
6 eEO<; 1tUV'tWV 'troY OV'tWV : 
VII, 33 (Bousset 464). 
U6puwC; 'tij <pU(JEt : VII, 35, 9; 
VIII, 15,5 (Bousset 478). 
6 ... 1tucrT]C; uhiuC; KUt YEVEcrEWC; 
KpEinwv: VIII, 5, I (Bousset 480). 
1tpocr8E~Ut 'tTJV ... EUXUptcr'tiuv 1lllrov 
'tUu'tT]v: VIII, 37 (Bousset 484). 

30 Wilhelm Bousset, Eine judische Gebetssammlung im sieben ten Buch der apostolischen 
Konstitutionen in NachrGott 1915, G6ttingen 1916,435-489. Cf. Erwin R. Goodenough, 
By Light Light, New Haven 1935, 306-358; K. Kohler, The Origin and Composition 
of the Eighteen Benedictions with a Translation of the Corresponding Essene Prayers in the 
Apostolic Constitutions, in HUCA I, 1924, repr. J. Petuchowski, Contributions to the 
Scientific Study of Jewish Liturgy, New York 1970, 52-90. Cf. also H. Thuyen, Der 
Stil der Judisch-Hellenistischen Homilie, G6ttingen 1955, 28-3\. 



JEWISH ELEMENTS IN CORPUS HERMETICUM I 345 

U1tO 'l'uxii~ KUt KUp8iU~ 1tpO~ crt 
avU'te'tul!tv1']~ : I, 31. 

eUAoy1']'tO~ d, 1t!l'tep : I, 32. 

tv KUp8i~ 1tAijpet KUt 'l'Uxij eeAoucrlJ 
(cf. 2 Macc. I: 3): VII, 35, 4 (Bousset 
439). 
eUAoy1']'tO~ d, ~ucrtAeu: VII, 34 
(Bousset 451). 

Of the influence of Jewish liturgical usage on the Poimandres there 
can be no doubt! 31 

But we must press on to inquire further into the cultic elements 
in the Poimandres, and consider the following question: What kind 
of community is reflected in this document? Or is such a question 
even capable of an answer? This, of course, is not the place to discuss 
the debates of scholars who have argued back and forth over the 
question of whether a Hermetic cuitus ever existed. 32 In my view we 
have ample evidence of such a thing in the Poimandres taken by itself, 
but this evidence is filled out by other documents in the Corpus 
Hermeticum, now recently enlarged by Coptic texts from Nag 
Hammadi. 33 

Looking at the Poimandres we can see the following important 
elements: 

1) The (corporate? individual?) teaching of wisdom in a kind of 

31 This fact is all the more evident when one looks at pagan Greek hymns and 
prayers, with which the material in the Poimandres has nothing at all in common. 
cr the texts assembled by E. des Places, La priere cultuelle dans la Grece ancienne, in 
RevSR 33, 1959. 343-359. 

32 While Reitzenstein and others have posited a full-blown Hermetic religion, organized 
in religious thiasoi, Festugiere and others have preferred to see the Hermetic texts as 
school-products. For references and up-to-date discussion see K. W. Triiger, Die her
metische Gnosis, 118-119; and Jean-Pierre Maht:, Hermes en Haute-Egypte I (Bibliotheque 
copte de Nag Hammadi, Section: "Textes" 3), Quebec 1978,54-59. 

33 NHC VI,6: The Discourse on the Eighth and Ninth; VI, 7: The Prayer of 
Thanksgiving; VI,8: Asclepius 21-29. While the two last-named texts were previously 
available in Greek (VI, 7) and Latin (VI, 7 and 8) versions, tractate 6 is an important 
new document in the Hermetic corpus, with close parallels to Corp. Herm. XIII, and 
numerous allusions to Corp. Herm. I. Complete editions with commentary are now 
available: J. P. Maht:, Hermes en Haut Egypte I, and Douglas Parrott, ed., Nag Hammadi 
Codices V,2-5 and VI with Papyrus Berolinensis 8502, I and 4 (The Coptic Gnostic 
Library = NHS II), Leiden, 1979. The edition of NHC VI,6 in the last-named volume 
was prepared by Peter Dirkse, James Brashier, and Douglas Parrott. On this text see 
also L. S. Keizer, The Eighth Reveals the Ninth: A New Hermetic Initiation-Discourse 
(Tractate 6, Nag Hammadi Codex VI) : Translated and Interpreted, Seaside, California 
1974. 
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catechesis, led by a "guide" (Ka90bTJYoC;) : 1,29. The guide "enlightens" 
those in ignorance: I, 32. 

2) Possibly a baptisimal ceremony, perhaps even including the 
drinking of baptisimal water: I, 29. 34 

3) The community thus formed engaging in sunset (and sunrise?) 
corporate devotions, characterized as Eoxapt(j"cia, 1,29; EOAoyia, 1,30; 
and AoytKai 9ucrim, I, 31. 

4) Each member of the community returning to his own bed after 
devotions: I, 29; i.e. each member living alone in his own cell. The 
practice of asceticism is obvious. 

5) Each member of the community also engaging in silent medita
tion : note the term crtffi1tr, in I, 30 and 31. 

What is reflected here, in fact, is a kind of "monastic" community, 
comparable to such first-century groups as the Therapeutae described 
by Philo (Vit. Cont.), or the "naked sophists" near Thebes encountered 
by Apollonius of Tyana (Philostratus, Vito Apol. VI, 4-22). Indeed 
the parallels between the Poimandres and Philo's description of the 
Jewish Therapeutae are very striking. Unfortunately we cannot take 
these up here. 

It is, of course, important finally to acknowledge that we are not, 
after all, dealing with a Jewish text, but with a "Hermetic" one. 
For all the obvious Jewish elements in the Poimandres, it is not a 
Jewish document. I see no reason to doubt that it is, in fact, a 
Hermetic document, even though the name "Hermes Trismegistus" 
does not occur in the text itself. 35 And when all is said and done, the 
Hermetic "creed" differs radically from the Jewish. This "creed" is 
best summarized in those places in the text in which are found 
examples of a Hellenistic, "gnosticizing" re-interpretation of the ancient 
Delphic maxim, yv&et crUUtov : 36 "let the man who has mind (voiiC;) 
recognize himself as immortal ... " (ch. 18); "he who recognizes him-

34 So also Haenchen, Aujbau und Theologie, 185. For Hermetic baptism see also 
Corp. Herm. IV. For the drinking of baptisimal water, see e.g. the gnostic system 
of Justin, described by Hippolytus, Ref V, 27.2-3; the "Sethians," Ref V, 19.21; the 
Mandaeans, on which see Eric Segeiberg, Ma$butii, Uppsala 1958, 59ff. 

35 Cf. Notes 2 and 7, above. 
36 Admirably treated by Hans-Dieter Betz, The Delphic Maxim fNnel rA YTON 

in Hermetic Interpretation, in HTR 63, 1973, 465-484. 
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self departs into him (God)" (ch. 21); "Let the man who has mind 
recognize himself (ch. 21). The whole burden of the Poimandres, from 
beginning to end, is that knowledge of God is really knowledge of 
one's inner divine self. This is the essence of the Hermetic preacher's 
message of repentance (ch. 27-28); this is the "wisdom" that is imparted 
- complete with revelatory cosmogony, anthropogony, ethical system 
and eschatology - to the one who accepts the message of the Her
metic preacher. And in the final analysis, he who chooses Hermes 
Trismegistus as his Ku900TlYO<; has left Moses behind. 37 

How do we account for the curious mixture of Jewish piety and 
Hermetic paganism found here in the Poimandres? Is it possible to 
reconstruct the religious history of this text? To be sure, such a 
reconstruction would be, at best, tentative and incapable of proof. 
But I should like to suggest the following theory: 

An individual who has been closely associated, perhaps as a proselyte 
or "God-fearer," with a Jewish community somewhere in Egypt 
(Alexandria? Hermopolis?) forms a new group devoted to the Egyptian 
god Hermes-Thoth, the "thrice greatest," attracting like-minded 
followers to the new cult. In the formation of the group, familiar 
Jewish traditions and worship-patterns are remodelled and recast, with 
the aid of further study of electic Greek philosophy and assorted 
other religious revelations readily available in Roman Egypt. The 
writing of an apocalypse credited to Hermes in such a context is no 
more problematical than the writing of an apocalypse credited to 
Enoch in a sectarian Jewish context. 38 

Such a process would most likely occur in a historical situation in 
which Judaism is on the wane, and other religious philosophies, 
including native Egyptian ones, are on the rise. A specific point in 
time and space can be suggested for this development: the aftermath 
of the Jewish revolt in Egypt against the Emperor Trajan, C.E. 115-117 

37 For Moses as a "guide" in Hellenistic Judaism see e.g. Philo Migr. 23: (kcrll09tTll 
/..oYffJ Mroucril 1tOOllYEToiivn. Philo seems to know an interpretation of the Delphic 
maxim such as is found here in the Poimandres (cf. Betz, op. cit., 477-480), but 
ultimately rejects it. For Philo knowledge of God involves self-renunciation instead of 
self-realization (U1t0Y1YVrocrKE1V EUUTOV, Somn. I, 60). 

38 Indeed, we know as little of the religious and social history of such Jewish 
apocalypses as 2 Enoch as we do of the background of the Poimandres. 
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(or 118).39 After this revolt Judaism ceased to represent an important 
religious force in Egypt, and other religions and philosophies filled 
the breach. 

In the case of the Poimandres, as once the lore of the god Hermes
Thoth had served the cause of the religion of Moses (Artapanus is an 
obvious case in point !),40 so now Mosaic religion is utilized to serve 
the cause of "Thrice greatest Hermes." Of course, in the further 
development of the Hermetic tradition the Jewish elements gradually 
diminish. This diminution is quite noticeable in the later documents 
of the Hermetic corpus. 

39 Cf. e.g. A. Kasher, Some Comments on the Jewish Uprising in Egypt in the Time 
of Trajan, JJS 27,1976,147-158. 

40 Artapanus, Peri /oudaion (second century B.c.), fro 3 (Eus. Praep. Ev. 9, 27), 
wherein Moses is equated with Hermes, and is credited with inventing the hieroglyphics, 
building Hermopolis, inventing philosophy, etc. 



HELLENISTIC MAGIC: SOME QUESTIONS OF DEFINITION 

ALAN F. SEGAL 
(New York) 

It is a pleasure to contribute this essay to a collection in honor 
of Dr. Quispel. His own work, like lung's, has shown that magical 
texts reveal much about man's religious sentiments. Dr. Quispel has 
shown that magic, equally with religion, can be seen as an expression of 
man's deepest psychological processes. 1 

This paper will be directed to some definitional questions raised 
by the continued attention of scholars to the phenomenon of magic. 
Although many different definitions of "magic" have been offered 
throughout the history of religions and anthropological research, no 
one definition has reached general use. Magic's relation both to religion 
and science has never been clearly delineated. Take the relationship 
between magic and religion: Religious leaders are often interested 
in strict distinctions between magic and religion so that the purity 
of religion can be maintained. 2 Social scientists hope to isolate 

1 See e.g., Gnosis als Weltreligion, Zurich 1951, 40f. and Gnosis und Religions· 
wissenschaft, in Gnostic Studies II, Istanbul 1975,261. 

2 See especially, Morton Smith, The Secret Gospel of Mark, Cambridge, Mass. 1973 
and his recent publication, Jesus, The Magician, New York 1978. Also of interest are 
J. Z. Smith, The Temple and the Magician, in God's Christ and His People. Studies 
in honor of N.A. Dahl, ed. by J. Jervell and W.A. Meeks, Oslo 1977, 233·247 and 
Good News is No News: Aretalogy and Gospel, Festschrift for M. Smith, Leiden 1975. 
H. Remus, in Pagan· Christian Conflict Over Miracle in the Second Century, Dissertation, 
University of Penn., 1979. H. Remus outlines and surveys this approach in admirable 
detail. He shows that, e.g., Rengsdorf in Kittel's W6rterbuch and C. F. D. Moule 
attempt to distinguish between Christian miracles and pagan wonders on the basis 
of vocabulary hence preserve an essential difference between them in the texts. His 
conclusion is that the texts evince more fluid use of the words than either Rengsdorf 
or Moule allow. See also H. van der Loos, The Miracles of Jesus, Leiden 1965, 247f., 
E. Massonneau, Le crime de Magie dans Ie droit romain Paris 1933; F. Martroye, La 
repression de la magie et les cultes. des gentils au IV' siecle, in Revue historique du 
droit franrais et etranger, Ser. IV, 18, 1930,669·701. D. L. Tiede The Charismatic Figure 
as Miracle Worker, Missoula 1972; c.P. Holladay, Theios Aner in Hellenistic Judaism, 
Missoula 1977; and John M. Hull Hellenistic Magic and the Synoptic Tradition, Naper· 
ville 1974. 
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phenomena cross-culturally so that a consensus of methodology can 
be reached, 3 hence many attempt to make clear taxonomies. So both 
anthropologists and religionists seek to make extremely careful defini
tions in order to carryon their analyses. For instance, Malinowski 
defined the difference between magic and religion as sharply as possible. 
Religion refers to the fundamental issues of human existence, while magic 
always turns round specific, concrete and detailed problems. 4 Religion 
is concerned with questions of ultimate concern - salvation, death, 
the meaning of existence - while magic is concerned with immediate 
goals - control of the weather, good health, achieving a specific position. 
Magic is characterized by manipulation and attempts to control nature. 
Religion is expressive; magic instrumental. 

This should appear extremely sensible to us, since it amounts to a 
concise statement of one of our culture's definitions of magic. A 
surprising consequence of this definition is that magic can be viewed 
as an early form of science. 5 Neat though it is, such a clearcut 
distinction leads to problems when cases are examined, as we shall 
see, since (I) it creates an ideal type which can only be approximated 
by a specific occurrence and (2) it rarely describes what the magician 
himself thinks he is doing.6 

In this paper, I will argue that no definition of magic can be universally 

3 See Ruth Benedict, Magic, in the Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences for the basic 
bibliography. More recently R. & M. Wax, The Magical World View, in JSSR I, 1962, 
179-88. "The Notion of Magic" in Current Anthropology 4, 1963,495-503, Mary Douglas, 
Purity and Danger, in Witchraft Confessions and Accusations, ed. Mary Douglas, London 
1970. Lucy Mair, Witchcraft, New York 1969. An interesting structural analysis is 
suggested by E. Leach, Culture and Communication, Cambridge 1966. 

4 A Scientific Theory of Culture and Other Essays, 200. 
S This approach is typical of Frazer and Tylor and Thorndike for example. 
6 See Remus for the complete history of research. Sensitive to these issues many 

anthropologists are inclined to resist a sharp distinction between magic and religion. 
Thus, e.g., R. Firth, P. Worsley talk about interpenetration of magical and religion. 
See also M. Douglas, Purity and Danger, 74ff. Jar! Fossum has called my attention 
to A. van Gennep, R. Williamson, R. Lowie, A. R. Radcliffe-Brown, W. J. Goode, 
E. Norbeck, C. G. Diehl and others who have noted the similarity between the two 
phenomena. Though it is not my purpose to outline or review a history of the study 
of magic in this paper, the extent of this trend in the literature needs to be emphasized 
as well. Very often it seems to me as though theoretical work has tended to separate 
the two phenomena while field work has tended to combine them. My point is to 
recommend that we distinguish between the two enterprises and give more attention 
to how the term is actually used within the culture under consideration. 
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applicable because "magic" can not and should not be construed as 
a properly scientific term. Its meaning changes as the context in which 
it is used changes. No single definition of magic can be absolute, 
since all definitions of magic are relative to the culture and sub-culture 
under discussion. Furthermore, it is my contention that we have been 
misled by our own cultural assumptions into making too strict a 
distinction between magic and religion in the Hellenistic world. As 
we shall see, in some places the distinction between magic and religion 
will depend purely on the social context. 

Since we cannot agree on a suitable definition of magic beforehand, 
the only way to discuss magic in its Hellenistic context is to start 
with documents that claim to be magical and see what is in them. 
Only afterwards can we address the adequacy of our account of the 
phenomenon or offer a definition. 

The easiest place to see the whole paradox is the magical papyri. 7 

They use the terms "magic" and "magical" 8 while the practitioners 
call themselves IlUYOl, "magicians."9 However, scholars quickly disco
vered that this usage makes a definition of magic harder, not easier. 
A. D. Nock published one of the earliest attempts to understand the 
magical papyri. 1 0 He thought of the phenomenon as having a Greco
Egyptian character, comparing it with many of the reports of magic 
in classical Greece. Though the papyri may have picked up Persian 
features, he basically saw them as Greek in character. Thus, he tried 
to understand them by comparison with the worship of Hecate in 
ancient Greece. 11 Martin Nilsson also turned his attention toward 

7 See Papyri Graecae Magicae, ed. K. Preisendanz et aI., 2 vols., Dresden 1928-31, 
2nd rev. ed. by A. Henrichs, Stuttgart 1973-1974. 

8 lluYEiu: aA "OEIU tij<; 1tEpi UUtOV lluyEiu<;, IV, 2453; ()UVU~H<; t1l<; OEiu<; UIl"WU 
lluyEiu<;, 2449; llucrtTl<; tij<; iEPU<; IlUYElU<;, I, 127; lluyEiTl<; tij<; Ellij<; ~tAO<;, IV,2319. 
IlUYIKO<; : IlUYIK1lV IJIVX1lV EXroV, IV,210; EV tij IlUYIKij EIl1tElpig, 1,331. 

9 Iluyo<;: 1tUVtrov Iluyrov apXTly£tTl<;, IV,2289; Iluyrov KUOTlYEWOV, 243; 1tAEicrtOl 
tWV Iluyrov, 2081. . 

lOA. D. Nock, Greek Magical Papyri, in Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 15, 1929, 
219-235. See also his fine Paul and the Magus, in the Beginnings of Christianity (ed. 
Jackson and Lake, Grand Rapids 1966, from London Macmillan edition) 5, 171 and 
the many fine articles on magical themes now collected in his Essays on Religion and 
the Ancient World, 1972. 

I I Though he and Reitzenstein agreed basically in seeing the papyri as ignota pietas, 
they disagreed as to the cultural milieu at the center. Reitzenstein (ZNW, XIII, 13) 
thought that they had a Persian background. 
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the papyri.12 Though he found that the papyri were radically individ
ualistic, he could not believe that the magicians wrote such beautiful 
hymns and spells without help. Their work must have been copied 
from some other source. For Nilsson and Nock, the most likely source 
for the writings of these magicians was Hellenistic religion. Based on 
the metric structure of the hymns, Nilsson suggested that there was 
an earlier body of literature, attached to the worship of various greek 
gods, surviving only in late papyri. The magical texts witnessed to those 
religious hymns, though the magicians no longer understood them. 
Through this fairly elaborate theory of literary transmission, Nock 
and Nilsson were able to explain both the magical and the religious 
qualities of the writing. But the elaborate enterprise is necessary because 
they saw magic and religion as totally different and separate phenomena. 

The greatest problem with the approach is that no direct literary 
connections between the magical hymns and religious hymns can be 
detected. Though there are many similarities between the "magical 
hymns" and the "religious hymns," no one has been able to demon
strate any direct borrowing. In the absence of such evidence, we should 
probably assume that the magicians were more creative men than either 
Nock or Nilsson thought, that hymns could be written in either 
magical or religious conditions, or, at least, that the material in the 
papyri is a melange of different phenomena collected and written 
by people who saw no distinction between the various sections. 

E. R. Goodenough and Gershom Scholem have seen the hymns and 
charms in the Greek magical papyri in the context of sectarian Judaism 
and late Hellenistic syncretism. In his magnum opus, Jewish symbols 
in the Greco-Roman Period,13 Goodenough quotes a charm like the 
ones found in PGM: 

By the power of those ten holy words of the Lord God, by the Name, 
I am that I am, God Almighty, Adonai, Lord of Hosts, I bind, excommunicate 
and destroy, I ward ofT and cause to vanish, all evil, accursed and maddening 
pains and sicknesses. 

As Goodenough indicated, one God alone is worshipped; the other 
deities are reduced to the level of angels or demons. Goodenough's 

12 Martin P. Nilsson, Die Religion in den griechischen Zauberpapyri, in Opuscu/a 
Se/ecta, III, Lund 1960, 129-166. 

13 Vol. 2, 164. 
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point is that these hymns reflect a sectarian Judaism, syncretized with a 
number of other influences. Although most of the spells are not 
"normative" Christianity or Judaism, they combine aspects of both. 
In order to maintain strict distinctions between magic and religion 
then, one would also have to define "orthodoxy" in an analytic way. 
Even if that could be done, it would take us too far afield. But 
one conclusion allows us to proceed with analysis: the documents are 
both religious and magical. Goodenough and Scholem, though 
differing in other respects, were united in their willingness to call 
some aspects of the PG M religious. 

The insights of Goodenough and Scholem can be profitably applied 
to all the significant hymns of the PGM. Many of these seem too 
sophisticated to be placed in the same category with charms and 
amulets. In particular, it would be worthwhile to note several of the 
texts analysed by E. Peterson. 14 Peterson describes the celebrant as 
trying to escape from Fate to return to the spiritual state from which 
he has fallen. 

Although Peterson tries unsuccessfully to associate the aV9pffi1tO~ 

of IV 1177 f. with Adam,15 his basic understanding of the magical 
praxis appears to be correct. The celebrant prays that, although born 
mortal (9VTrCO~ YEvvTJ9Ei~ €K 9vTJtii~ ucrttpa~, 517-518) he may 
be transformed (~E~EA tlffilltvO~) by the god, whose presence he seeks 
after having made the appropriate consecrations (ayiOl~ aytacr9Ei~ 

ayu1crllacrt, 522). The process of immortalization is accomplished through 
a heavenly journey, climaxed by a face-to-face vision of the divinity 
(Kat uttVll;E tQ'> 9EQ'>, 711) in which the divinity of the God empowers 
the journey and appears to confer immortality: 

crta~ ouv Euetffi~ EAKE U1tO tOU 9Eiou utEvil;ffiV d~ crcaUtOV to 1tvEulla. 
amv ouv u1toKatacrta9ij crou i] 'l'Uxi], AtYE' (628-630). 

14 E. Peterson, La liberation d'Adam de l'anagke, in RB, 1948, 119f. This study has 
also appeared in a revised German edition, Die Befreiung Adams aus der Anagke, in 
Peterson's Friihkirche, Judentum, und Gnosis, Rome-Freiberg-Vienna 1959, 107ff. 

15 The man (c'ivepm1to~) in IV, 1177f. is so-called in distinction to God's other 
creations: on tyro dIll c'ivepm1to~, Swu TOU tv oupuv{j'> 1tA-uaJlu KuA-A-lm:ov. This does 
not make him equivalent to the first-born Adam who appears III, 145-147. Rather it 
emphasizes his earthly origin, which needs to be perfected by the rites into a aWJlu 
'tEA-cIOV, possibly his divine origin image after the rite. 
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So stand still and at once draw breath from the divine into yourself, 
while you look intently. When your soul is restored, say: ... 

cru be EUeECO~ IlUlCCOlla llalCpOV, pacraviscov t"V yacrtEpa, iva cruVlC1V"cr1J~ 
tU~ nEVtE aicre"crEl~, llalCPOV d~ anoeEcrtV, IlUlCW lCa'taqnAwv miAtv 
'tu qlUAalC'tijpla lCat AEYCOV' '1l0lCP11lO CfJEP1llOCfJEPEpl scoij Ilou, 'tOG Bdva, 
IlEVE cru, VEIlE {;v 'tl] \!fUXl] Ilou, Ilij IlE lCa'taAci\!f1J~' (704-710). 

And at once produce a long bellowing sound, straining your belly, that 
you may excite the five senses:. Bellow long until the conclusion, and 
again kiss the amulets and say: MOKRIMO PHERIMOPHERERI, 
life of me, N, Stay, dwell in my soul, Do not abandon me. '6 

In the Mithras Liturgy, the salvation is brought by Helios, not 
Adam; but he grants both immortality and a new birth, implying a 
new horoscope as well. 

lCUP1E, naAlvYEvOIlEVO~ anoyiyvOllat, au~oIlEvO~ lCat aU~T]ed~ 'tEAW'tW, 
ano YEVEcrECO~ scooyovou yevoIlEvo~, d~ anoYEvEcrtaV avaAued~ nopEuo
Ilat, ffi~ cru elC'tlcra~, ffi~ cru {;VOIlOeE'tT]cra~ lCat {;nOlT]cra~ llucr'tijptoV 
(718-723). 

o Lord, while being born again, I am passing away; while growing and 
having grown, I am dying; while being born from a life generating birth, 
I am passing on, released to death - as you have founded, as you have 
decreed, and have established the mystery. 17 

More important than whether or not the identity of the mediator figure 
is Adam is the use of the term "archangel" (apxaYYEAo~) to describe 
the function 18 and the manifold use of a mediator in bringing the 
salvation from the God to man. 19 

Let us see what definition of magic and religion is presupposed 
by the texts. Even a brief look at the Mithras Liturgy emphasizes the 
religious character of the experience being related. The expected result 

16 See The Mithras Liturgy, ed. and tr. Marvin Meyer, Missoula 1976, 19, lines 
629f. and 705f. 

17 See The Mithras Liturgy, ed. Meyer, 21. This was the end of the Mithras 
Liturgy, according to Dieterich. 

18 There are a few places in Jewish tradition where Adam is called an angel or 
compared with one. See Mekhilta Ex. IV, 29; Gen. R. xxi, 5. Also the material in 
b. San. 38a and f. suggests Adam's angelic status. 

19 See I, 206f., 219ff., IV, \l90ff., 1200, 1203ff. See the forthcoming dissertation 
of Jar\ Fossum for a discussion of Adam legends in Hellenistic society. 
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of the long ceremony is not merely to understand the future, though that 
was involved as well. The expected result is to gain an immortal rebirth 
(IlEtaYEVVT]e{;VtO~, 647) or immortalization (a1taeavattO"eEi~). The 
rebirth entails a new horoscope and is described often as a mystery. 
Furthermore, the adept's vision is described as €1t01ttEUO"ro (504), a 
technical term for a participating in the mystery cults. The adept appears 
to gain his immortality through what he sees and experiences. He rises 
in an ecstatic heavenly journey by appeasing the various tutelary 
divinities. His soul is restored through breathing in the divine (630). 
At the end he appears to be vouchsafed a vision of the great God Helios 
Mithras, of whom the magician is the archangel. This is as sophisticated 
and spiritual an idea as one finds in the religious world of late antiquity. 

Suffice it to say that we have discovered a document in which magic 
and religion are extra-ordinarily well mixed. 20 Apparently, in the 
Hellenistic world, as in our own, the definition of magic was not 
firmly fixed. This is not surprising because the Hellenistic world was 
a complex and varied assemblage of cultures, resembling our own 
in its development of cosmopolitanism and individualism.21 In order 
to address the real meaning of "magic" in the Hellenistic world then, 
we have to discuss both the ostensible definition of magic and the 
many social contexts in which magic existed. 

To a certain extent ambiguity in the distinction between magic 

20 This paradox is also illustrated by the scholarly argument about the Mithras 
Liturgy. In 1903 Albrecht Dieterich proposed that lines 475-834 of the Paris Magical 
Papyrus were part of the official liturgy of the Mithras cult, hence religion, Eine Mithras 
Liturgie, Berlin 1903. However, since the publication of Dieterich's book, many scholars, 
notably Cumont and Reitzenstein, have criticized his theory. (See the Nachtriige to the 
third 1923 edition). By the third edition, Dieterich was forced to moderate his claims 
to admit that the Egyptian magicians had altered the text substantially. Most others 
have seen the text as Egyptian magic pure and simple, though all have seen significant 
parallels with the hermetic writings and solar piety. The argument has not ever been 
satisfactorily resolved. Dieterich's evidence that the document represents a religious 
mystery is partially sound, yet important aspects of his argument for its mithraic 
origin can be dismissed. What is important for our current purposes is to note that 
scholars themselves cannot decide whether the text is magical or religious. The com
plementary problem is found in some of Morton Smith's writings. Smith notes that 
the ascent motif is characteristic of magical rites and tries to maintain that Jesus is a 
magician because he sees evidence of the same practices in Jesus' ministry and teachings. 
See below p. 367-370. 

21 See, e.g., E. Brehier, The Hellenistic and Roman Age, Chicago 1965. 
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and religion is due to the semantic range of the terms for magic. The 
words magos, magicus, and mageia, were used with a variety of con
notations - from the religion of the Magi to scurrilous, harmful 
magic or witchcraft. The Magi were members of the priestly clan of the 
Persians and therefore could be considered as honest religionists. 
However, the Greeks and Romans who actually viewed the Persian 
Empire tended to bring their own intellectual prejudices to bear 
against religion when they described it. Herodotus, Pliny and Plutarch 
tended at their hardest to view the religion as little more than fraud. 22 

Furthermore, since Persia remained Rome's most potent enemy through
out the Imperial Era, any religion practiced there was bound to be 
viewed as subversive and dangerous. 

Then too, many people in the Hellenistic world called themselves 
magoi when they had no real connection with Persia. These people 
always courted the epithet "YOll<;," a less ambiguous term usually 
meaning "quack." Though in the Symposium (202e) Plato grants 
YOllTEia a measure of efficacy as a function of the demon Eros and 
hence uses it as equivalent to what we have been calling ",.!UyEia" 
almost all other use of the term is derogatory.23 The problems of 
candidates for the title "divine man" was to convince the world that 
they were not magi and certainly not YOllT£<;, as detractors might 
have called them.24 

When magic is mentioned in Roman laws, it is always discussed 
in a negative context. A consensus was established early which viewed 
harmful acts (and only harmful acts) of magic as criminal. The Laws 

22 See Smith, 71 f. See also A. Abt. Die Apologie des Apuleius von Madaura und die 
antike Zauberei : Beitrage zur Erliiuterung der Schrift de Magia, Giessen 1908. J. Bidez & 
F. Cumont, Les Mages Heltenises, Paris 1938. 

23 Josephus, for example, (Wars II, 261 f.; Antiquities XX, 92, 167, 188) dismisses 
miracle-workers with the term. 

24 In the case of Apollonius of Tyana the apologetic is present right at the start. 
Philostratus, his official biographer, shows that, like philosophers, Appollonius was 
not afraid to learn about occult subjects, but that he never practiced magic. He is also 
capable of using the same word Magos to describe the priests of Persia, who though 
not all knowing, are nevertheless wise in certain matters. The emphasis is on becoming 
wise: oJ.IlAT]auvm; J,laYOI~ Kui 1tOAAa /iUIJ,lOVIU Ei1tOV"tE~, OU1tOO il1tT]x9TJauv "tlJ n':xvl] , 
Vita Apollonii I : 2. Compare with I: 26: ""tl oi J,lUYOI;" "tOY /ii; a1tOKplvua9at "ampoi 
J,lEV, aAA' 01:> 1tav"tu". See also Anitra B. Kolenkow, A Problem of Power: How Miracle 
Workers Counter Charges of Magic in the Hellenistic World, SBL Seminar Papers, 
1976, v. I, 105-\10. 
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of the Twelve Tablets (451-450 B.c.) expressly forbid anyone from 
enticing his neighbor's crops into his own field by magic. Furthermore, 
the maleficent arts were often considered to be identical with death 
by poisoning and punishable with equal severity.25 An actual trial 
for alleged violation of these laws was held before Spurius Albinus 
in 157 B.C.26 Cornelius Hispallus expelled the Chaldaean astrologers 
from Rome in 139 B.c. - ostensibly on the grounds that they were 
magicians. 27 In 33 B.c. astrologers and magicians are explicitly 
mentioned as having been driven from Rome. Twenty years later, 
Augustus ordered all books on occult subjects to be burned. In 16 A.D. 
magicians and astrologers were expelled from Italy, which was rein
forced by edicts from other emperors in 69 A.D. and 89 A.D. Later, 
Constantine issued a ruling to cover all charges of magic. In it he 
distinguished between helpful charms, not punishable, and antagonistic 
spells: 

If any are discovered to have been using magic arts so as to threaten 
men's safety or pervert modest persons to libidinous practices, their science 
is to be punished and deservedly penalized according to the severest laws. 
However, no accusations are to be heard against remedies sought out 
for human bodies or, in rural districts, to protect the mature grapes from 
fear of rains or from being crushed by the pounding of hailstones. 28 

Several observations can be made on the basis of the history of 
the crime of magic. First, magic was clearly viewed as efficacious; 
otherwise it would have been prosecuted as fraud. 29 Second, though 

25 M. Smith, Jesus the Magician, 75f. 
26 Pliny, N.H. 18,41-43. 
27 See Eugene Tavenner, Studies in Magic from Latin Literature, New York 1916, 

13 and 1. E. Lowe, Magic in Greek and Latin Literature, Oxford 1929. 
28 From Morton Smith, Jesus the Magician, 76. See Theodosiani Libri XVI, ed. 

Th. Mommsen, Berlin 19623 from 19542 and 1904', IX, 16, 3, p. 460 and tr. by 
Clyde Pharr, Princeton 1952,237 . 

.. Eorum est scientia punienda et severissimus merito legibus vendicanda, qui magicis 
adcincti artibus aut contra hominum molite salutem aut pudicos ad libidinem deJlexisse 
animos detegentur. Nullis vera criminationibus inplicanda sunt remedia humanis quaesita 
corporibus aut in agrestibus locis, ne maturis vindemiis metuerentur imbres aut ruentis 
grandin is lapidatione quaterentur, innocenter adhibita suffragia, quibus non cuiusque 
salus aut existimatio laederetur, sed quorum proficerent actus, ne divina munera et 
labores hominum sternerentur". 

29 For a rare example of the charge of fraud, see Lucian, Alexander of Abonuteichus. 
Also M. Smith, Jesus, 88. 
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illegal, it must have been widely practiced - or at least believed to 
be so - to have occasioned such frequent condemnation. Third, it 
is the maleficium - witchcraft - which is proscribed; presumably 
what we call "white" or non-aggressive magic was no crime, though, 
to be sure, much that they called "religion" might appear to us to be 
magic. "White" magic or non-aggressive magic could easily appear 
to be religion by their standards but notice the further ambiguity. 
Though the Chaldaean astrologers were religionists and presumably 
were not aggressive by definition, once their ideology was deemed 
dangerous, they could be expelled as magicians, on the grounds that 
they presented a danger to society. This illustrates Morton Smith's 
observation that, while in our culture "magic" has the connotation 
of trickery, in Roman culture it often had the connotation of subversion 
as well. 30 

The great witches of Greek legend - Medea, Erichtho, etc. - were 
literary creations, but the fear of witchcraft and the use of sorcery 
were obviously quite common. Among the Romans, especially those 
in the lower classes, sorcery, though illegal, was often practiced or 
hired as a service by people who were in situations of competition 
and uncertainty. The charioteer owed his position to personal skill, 
which was both increased and frequently attacked by magic. So it is 
not infrequent to find this sort of evocative masterpiece among the 
collections of curse tablets: 

I conjure you up, holy beings and holy names; join in aiding this spell 
and bind, enchant, thwart, strike, overturn, conspire against, destroy, kill, 
and break Eucherius, the charioteer and all his horses tomorrow in the 
circus at Rome. May he not leave the barriers well, may he not be quick 
in the contest, may he not outstrip anyone; may he not make the turns 
well; may he not win any prizes; and, if he has pressed someone hard, 
may he not come off the victor; and, if he follows someone from behind, 
may he not overtake him; but may he meet with an accident, may he be 
bound, may he be broken, may he be dragged along by your power III 

the morning and afternoon races. Now! Now! Quickly! Quickly! 31 

30 See The Secret Gospel of Mark, 221. 
31 This curse may be found in lnscriptiones Graecae ad Res Romanas Pertinentes, 

Paris 1906-27, I, no. 117. The English translation is from Roman Civilization Source
book II: The Empire, ed. N. Lewis and M. Reinhold, New York 1955, 570. Three 
hundred examples of Defixionum Tabellae were published by Audollent (1904). A 
supplementary list from central and northern Europe was made by Preisendanz, in ARW 



HELLENISTIC MAGIC 359 

This defixio is clearly aggressive magic, it is clearly maleficium, and 
it is definitely illegal. No one would have practiced it with the impression 
he was practicing a legal and wholesome religious rite, however richly 
deserved was the damage to the intended victim. Peter Brown gives 
a special explanation of the frequency of references to chariot races in 
the tablets. 32 The competition faced by the charioteer extended beyond 
his time in the circus. The charioteer was an undefined mediator 
in urban society. He was both the client of local aristocracies and the 
leader of organized groups of fans. As a public figure with considerable 
popular following, he became a potential leader in urban rioting. 33 

Because of the anxiety and charisma associated with such an uncertain 
life, some charioteers and many of their fans were driven to seek 
sorcerers. 

Thus, when magic was viewed as benign it might easily be coterminous 
with religion, whereas in the crucial contexts where magic was viewed 
as antagonistic and illegal it was carefully differentiated. The definition 
of this crime of "black" magic was made on the basis of its presumed 
injury and it was treated in many respects as other practices banned 
for the protection of the body politic. Common sense tells us that, 
whenever an accusation of magic was made, a distinction between 
magic and legitimate forms of religion was being made by the accuser. 
The accuser is claiming that the accused meant to harm society. 
However, it is not necessarily true that the accuser would say that 
the "magic" practiced is not religion - since the Persian Magi, Jews, 
Mathematici and philosophers are often grouped together in a ban -
only that the practice was aggressive or primitive. Therefore, the 

11,1933. The Attic examples known before 1897 were separately edited by R. Wunsch. 
(IG 111,3). Additional Attic curse tablets have been published by Ziebarb (NachrGott 
1899, 105ff. and SPAW 1934, 1022£.). Others have been found subsequently. There seem 
to be only a few that can be assigned to the fifth century B.c. or earlier; on the other 
hand, a good many can be shown to belong to the fourth. Still, the majority are Roman 
and come from much later times. For a complete bibliography, see E. R. Dodds, The 
Greeks and the Irrational, Berkeley 1968, 204 f. 

32 On the issue of black magic and witchcraft see Peter Brown, Sorcery, Demons and 
the Rise of Christianity from Late Antiquity into the Middle Ages, in Witchcraft Confessions 
and Accusations ed. Mary Douglas, London 1970, 17-46. Also see Lucy Mair, Witchcraft, 
cited above and G. Parrinder, Witchcraft: European and African, London 1963. 

33 See Macmullen, 171 and nn. 10-12, p. 339-41. 
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defendant in an accusation of magic might have a different VIew of 
what he was doing. 

In order to specify further the conditions under which "black" 
magic and religion were distinguished in the Hellenistic world, we 
have to review a few actual cases of witchcraft accusations. The Rhetor 
Libanius successfully defended himself against the charge of sorcery 
several times. 34 His righteous indignation at being so wrongly accused, 
an insult to his ability as a rhetor, tempts one to view him as a strict 
rationalist. But this is far from the case. When his old injury (from 
being struck by lightening) begins to act up, causing him to suffer 
unsettling dreams, he suspects sorcery. Finding a dead chamelion in 
his classroom, he becomes convinced that he has been made a victim 
of some malevolent force invoked by an enemy. On this basis he is 
able to blame recent losses in debate on the sorcery of his opponents 
instead of their superior skill. This phenomenon has also been admirably 
discussed by Peter Brown. 3 5 Brown sees Libanius as an example of how 
sorcery beliefs coalesce around areas of competition and uncertainty -
conditions which are being aggravated in the third century in a society 
becoming more and more committed to a vested hierarchy in church 
and state. 36 Certainly this is a case of how sorcery "explains un
fortunate events" to rely on Kluckholm's functionalist description 
of Navajo witchcraft. The sorcery attacks can be seen to counter 
and explain misfortune in competitive situations in ways that allowed 
the ostensible victim to escape without damage to his feelings of 
professional competency. In this case, magic or sorcery is seen as 
discontinuous with religion because it is aggressive and mean. The 

34 Libanius' Autobiography, ed. A. F. Norman, Hull 1965, see especially vii-xii, 31, 
35,39-41,61,93, 127-129. 

35 Sorcery, Demons, and the Rise of Christianity (see note 32), 17-46. This is indeed 
a valuable and exciting article. It seems to me however that Brown has learned his 
lessons from Evans-Pritchard imperfectly. Instead of seeing the social value of magic, 
witchcraft and sorcery in a specific society, Brown imports Zande distinctions between 
sorcery and witchcraft in order to distinguish Christian and Jewish ideas about magic 
from pagan ones. This Zande distinction is misleading in several respects, as will be 
shown below. See also Ramsey Macmullen, Enemies of the Roman Order, Cambridge 
1966. 

36 Brown, 25. See also C. Kluckholm, Navaho Witchcraji, Cambridge 1944, esp. 79-
128 for the psychological functions of witchcraft. 
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accusation is made against colleagues and presumably in the case 
of Libanius, the accusation of witchcraft was quite straight-forward. 

In other, more revealing contexts, the definition of magic is the 
subject of the controversy. This is illustrated by the experience of 
Apuleius. In Apuleius' time, many archaeological finds begin to be 
evidenced on expensive media like papyrus and parchment. Amulets 
begin to be fashioned of jewels, gold, or silver. All of this suggests that 
the people with more money were beginning to become interested in 
magic. When Apuleius is accused of witchcraft by the relatives of 
his newly married wife, he expresses an ambiguous opinion of mageia, 
which will help us clarify how "magic" and "religion" were differentiated: 

I will now deal with the actual charge of magic. You spared no violence 
in fanning the flame of hatred against me. ... I should therefore like 
to ask his most learned advocates how precisely they would define a 
magician? If what I read in a large number of authors be true, namely 
that "magician" is the Persian word for priest, what is there criminal 
in being a priest and having due knowledge, science and skill? ... 37 

But, if you accusers of mine, after the fashion of the common herd, define 
a magician as one who, by communion or speech with the immortal gods, 
has the power to do all the marvels that he will through a strange power 
of incantation, I really wonder that they are not afraid to attack one 
whom they acknowledge to be so powerful. 38 

37 His opinion of the magi was shared widely. When Ps-Aristotle affirms that 
the Magi are not acquainted with ,ijv yOTJ'tlKijV Ilaydav, he is referring to the orthodox 
clergy of Persia. In many places, Greek authors go out of their way to declare that 
the Magi practice mageia, not goeteia, therefore they are not magicians: "MaYEia 
Zropoacn:polJ Ea,i OEroV OEpaltda." See Bidez and F. Cumont, Les mages helh}nises: 
Zoroastre, Ostanes and Hystaspe d'apn!s la tradition grecque (Paris 1938) I, 144, n. 2. 
In point of fact, sorcery was equally demonic in Persia, where it was considered to 
be service to the devas (demons) by the druj (evil ones). Cf. Darmesteter, Zend. Avesta, 
1,76, n. 8; 90, n. 53; II, 12, n. 252; Mon. myst. de Mithra I, 141. 

38 Apuleius, Apology and Florida. tr. H. E. Butler, ch. 25, 26, p. 55f., 56f. See 
Apulee, Apologie et Florides ed. Paul Vallette, Paris 1960,31,33: 
"Aggredior enim iam ad ipsum crimen magiae, quod ingenti tumultu ad inuidiam mei 

accensum ji-ustrata exspectatione omnium per nescio quas anilis fabulas defraglauit ... 
et ideo mihi libet quaerere ab eruditissimis eius aduocatis quid sit magus. 
Nam si, quod ego apud plurimos lego, Persarum lingua magus est qui nostra sacerdos, 

quod tandem est crimen sacerdotem esse et rite nosse atque scire atque callere leges 
cerimoniarum, fas sacrorum, ius religionum? ... Sin uero more uulgari eum isti proprie 
magum existimant, qui communione loquendi cum deis immortalibus ad omnia quae uelit 
incredibili quadam ui cantaminum polleat, oppido miror cur accusare non timuerint quem 
posse tantum fatentur. Neque enim tam occulta et diuina potentia caueri potest itidem ut 
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Since Apuleius, a young man, had managed to marry an elderly 
woman of considerable fortune, her relatives feared that they might 
be disinherited. Yet he had violated no specific law, so they attempted 
to press their claim by maintaining that he used magic to win his 
wealthy wife. This is surely an example of the use of the charge of 
magic to clarify an ambiguous and threatening situation, a use which 
we will investigate further. The threat to the traditional expectation 
about inheritance is countered by a charge that the social order was 
upset by demonic action. 

More interesting still is Apuleius' reply to the charge. In wonderful 
rhetorical fashion, he rebukes the illogicality of his accusers. If "magicus" 
is a Persian priest, he has done no harm. On the other hand, if it is 
what the common herd thinks it is, he marvels that they are not afraid 
to attack one they acknowledge to be so powerful. 

Though Apuleius admits that the common people see magicians 
as all-powerful, he denies only that he has the power to do what he will. 
The possibility that he might be a Persian priest is taken as an unjustified 
compliment. This is to be explained by the trend in the first centuries 
of our era to see magic, philosophy, and wonder-working as essentially 
similar, as Morton Smith and others have shown us. Hence there 
arises quite often a distinction between what a critical outsider might 
call the act in question and the experience of the participant. 

Apuleius' usage reflects a growing upper-class flirtation with "magical" 
arts. But Apuleius' full view of magic per se is most fully expressed in 
his picaresque novel, The Golden Ass. The hero of this novel, Lucius, 
is led by a mistress (herself a servant of a witch) into careless 
experimentation with magic. The result is that Lucius is transformed 
into an ass, a predicament which continues until the end of the novel, 
when Lucius finally regains his original shape because of a rose-leaf 
antidote. No dou.bt, Apuleius' story about a human in the shape 
of a donkey made the Romans behave more circumspectly in the 
presence of their beasts. But it was more than a comic invention for 

cetera. Sicarium qui in iudicium uocat, comitatus uenit; qui uenenarium accusat, scrupulosius 
cibatur; qui furem arguit, sua custodit; enimuero qui magum qualem isti dicunt in 
discrimen capitis deducit, quibus comitibus, quibus scrupulis, quibus custodibus perniciem 
caecam et ineuitabilem prohibeat? nullis scilicet; et ideo id genus crimen non est eius 
accusare, qui credit." 
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a burlesque novel. The antidote to the witchcraft is a very serious 
account of the hero's salvation through the intervention of Isis. After 
this is accomplished, the priest of Isis delivers a speech which explains 
the basic meaning of the whole story (XI,IS): 

After enduring many different troubles and after being driven by the wildest 
storms of Fortune and her heaviest gales, at last, Lucius, you have come 
to the haven of Rest and the altar of Mercy . Your high birth was of no 
avail to you nor even your position in society, nor yet the learning in 
which you are so rich, but on the slippery path of your hotheaded youth you 
fell into low pleasures and you have gained a grim reward for your ill-starred 
curiosity. Nevertheless the blindness of Fortune, while it tortured you with 
the worst of dangers, yet led you in its unforeseeing evil to your state of 
religious bliss. Let her quit now and rage in her wildest frenzy and seek 
another object for her cruelty. For hostile fate has no power over those 
whose lives have been claimed by the majesty of our goddess. What avail 
to wicked Fortune were the robbers, the wild beasts, the slavery, the hard
ships of journeys that winded on and back, and the daily fear of death? 
Now you have been received into the protection of a Fortune who is 
not blind, but sees, and who illumines the other gods too with the radiance 
of her light. 
Show, then, a happier face in keeping with the white cloak you have 
assumed. Follow the procession of the Saviour Goddess with triumphant 
step. Let the unbelievers take note, let them take note and acknowledge 
their mistake: behold, here is Lucius! He has been freed from his former 
sufferings and, rejoicing in the providence of mighty Isis, he is victorious 
over his Fortune. But to be safer and better equipped, enrol your name 
in this holy military service, whose solemn oath you were asked to take 
not long ago, .and vow yourself from this moment to the ministry of 
our religion. Accept of your own free will the yoke of service. For when 
you have begun to serve the goddess, then will you better realize the result 
of your freedom. 39 

39 J. Gwyn Griffiths, Apuleius of Madauros, The Isis-Book (Metamorphoses Book 
Xl) (EPRO 39), Leiden 1975,87-89 . 

.. Multis et variis exanclatis laboribus magnisque FortunaI' tempestatibus et maxim is 
actus proce//is ad portum Quietis et aram Misericordiae tandem, Luci, venisti. nec tibi 
natales ac ne dignitas quidem, vel ipsa, qua flores, usquam doctrina projuit, sed lubrico 
virentis aetatulae ad serviles delapsus voluptates curiositatis inprosperae sinistrum prae
mium reportasti. sed utcumque Fortunae caecitas, dum te pessimis periculis discruciat, ad 
religiosam istam beatitudinem inprovida produxit malitia. eat nunc et summo furore saeviat 
et crudelitati suae materiem quaerat aliam .. nam in eos, quorum sibi vitas deae nostrae 
maiestas vindicavit, non habet locum casus infestus. quid latrones, quid ferae, quid servitium, 
quid asperrimorum itinerum ambages reciprocae, quid metus mortis cotidianae nefariae 
Fortunae profuit? in tutelam iam receptus es Fortunae, sed videntis, quae suaI' lucis 
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Apuleius' final understanding of "magic" is negative. Magic represents 
the world under the power of blind chance, a world in which Lucius had 
been enslaved until the grace of the goddess saved him. Just as magic 
represents the ill-starred world under the influence of fate, so the 
religion of Isis is defined as the special knowledge and care of the 
goddess that saves from fate. Lucius' salvation is through the mystery 
cult ofIsis, whose public ceremonies were known to all in the Hellenistic 
world but whose secrets were known only to the initiates. We have no 
better description of the inner ritual or goals of the mystery religions 
than Apuleius' work. It is this specific characteristic of the cult which 
makes it a legitimate religion for Apuleius. 

The striking aspect of Apuleius' account, however, is how completely 
it resembles the experience in the magical papyri. The magical adept, like 
Lucius, is seeking the power to be free of the fates and demons, through 
a heavenly ascent and theurgic power. Thus, while the insider in this 
case distinguishes between magic and religion, his description of true 
religion matches some aspects of magical practice elsewhere. 

Theurgy, more than anything else, represents the force that trans
formed "magical" acts into acceptable religion in the Roman Empire. 
Theurgy itself had been brought into the Roman Empire through 
the agency of the Chaldeans. As far as we know, the earliest person 
claiming this art was Julianus, a contemporary of Marcus Aurelius.40 

He, in turn, claimed an association with an earlier Julianus, who gave 
him the secrets of the Chaldean Oracles. The technique of theurgy 
became more and more associated with the late neo-platonic school, 
to such an extent that Proclus could define theurgy grandly as "a 
power higher than all human wisdom, embracing the powers of divina
tion, the purifying powers of initiation, and, in short, all the operations 

splendore ceteros etiam deos illuminat. sume iam vultum laetiorem candido isto habitu 
tuo congruentem, comitare pompam deal' sospitatricis inovanti gradu. videant inreiigiosi, 
videant et errorem suum recognoscant : en ecce pristinis aerumnis absolutus lsidis magnae 
providentia gaudens Lucius de sua Fortuna triumphat. quo tamen tutior sis alque munitior, 
da nomen sam·tae huic militiae, cuius non olim sacramento etiam rogabaris, leque iam 
nunc absequio religion is nostrae dedica et ministerii iugum subi voluntarium. nam cum 
coeperis deal' servire, tunc magis sen lies fructum tuae libertatis." 

40 See Morton Smith, Observations on Hekhalolh Rabbali, in Biblical and Other 
Studies, ed. A. Altmann, Cambridge, Mass. 1963. See also Jamblique, Les Mysteres 
d'Egyple, ed. E. des Places, Paris 1966. Also Oracles Chaldai'ques, ed. E. des Places, 
Paris 1971. 
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of divine possession." 41 This explains why magic became acceptable 
in some aristocratic circles. Simply, it became a consistent religion, 
appealing to philosophers as well as their aristocratic students because 
of its independence from organized cults. 

However, even in this particular context, the term "magic" often 
continued to be viewed with contempt. Porphyry accused Iamblichus 
of dealing only with demons and so forced Iamblichus to write a long 
justification of theurgy as a means of controlling gods as well as demons. 
It is not difficult to see in this conflict an attempt to define magic 
again. Iamblichus is actually defending himself against the charge 
that he is merely dealing in magic by attempting to show that his 
beliefs form a philosophically coherent system and involve communi
cations with the gods. 

This is a clue to the most obvious reason why the definition of 
magic continued to be ambiguous even in non-aggressive contexts. 
It appears that magic was often tacitly defined as worship of demons, 
while religion was defined as worship of the gods. Since both gods 
and demons were most often invisible, their effects alone being palpable, 
it was difficult to tell who was at work. Before it was clear whether 
"magic" or "religion" was the best explanation of the marvelous event, 
a complicated social ambiguity had to be resolved. 

The most important example of this distinction may be found in 
Porphyry's Life of Plotinus, 10: 

Among those making profession of philosophy at Rome was one Olympius, 
an Alexandrian, who had been for a while a pupil of Ammonius. This 
man's jealous envy showed itself in continual insolence, and finally he 
grew so bitter that he even ventured sorcery, seeking to crush Plotinus 
by star-spells. But he found his experiments recoiling upon himself, and 
he confessed to his associates that Plotinus possessed "a mighty soul, so 
powerful as to be able to hurl every assault back upon those that sought 
his ruin." Plotinus had felt the operation and declared that at that moment 
Olympius' limbs "were convulsed and his body shrivelling like a money-bag 
pulled tight." Olympius, perceiving on several attempts that he was en
dangering himself rather than Plotinus, desisted. 

In fact, Plotinus possessed by birth something more than is accorded 
to other men. An Egyptian priest who had arrived in Rome and, through 
some friend, had been presented to the philosopher, became desirous of 

41 Proclus, Theol. Plat. 1,26 (Saffrey-Westerink I, 113). 
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displaying his powers to him, and he offered to evoke a visible manifestation 
of Plotinus' presiding spirit. Plotinus readily consented and the evocation 
was made in the Temple of Isis, the only place, they say, which the 
Egyptian could find pure in Rome. 

At the summons, a divinity appeared, not a being of the spirit ranks, 
and the Egyptian exclaimed: "You are singularly blessed; the guiding-spirit 
within you is none of the lower degree, but a God." It was not possible, 
however, to interrogate or even to contemplate this God any further, 
for the priest's assistant, who had been holding the birds to prevent them 
from flying away, strangled them, whether through jealousy or in terror. 
Thus, Plotinus had for indwelling spirit a being of the more divine degree, 
and he kept his own divine spirit unceasingly intent upon that inner presence. 
It was this preoccupation that led him to write his treatise upon Our 
Tutelary Spirit, an essay in the explanation of the differences among spirit
guides. 

Amelius was scrupulous in observing the Day of the New Moon and 
other holy days, and once asked Plotinus to join in such celebration: 
Plotinus refused: "It is for such beings to come to me, not for me to go 
to them." What was in his mind in so lofty an utterance we could not 
explain to ourselves and we dared not ask him.42 

There are very complicated and ambiguous relationships between 
magic and religion here. In the first paragraph Plotinus' power is 
distinguished from pure magic on the basis of superiority in quantity, 
not essence. Therefore, either Plotinus is being called a magician or 
Porphyry sees a continuum between religion and magic. In the second 
and succeeding paragraphs, it is clear that the latter alternative is to be 
chosen. Plotinus is to be distinguished from magicians because his 
power (as a god or coming from a god) is greater. Plotinus' claim to 
have divine power is upheld by a religious authority of some stature -
an Egyptian priest. Though the practice sounds magical to us, it is 
clear that Porphyry is interested in it precisely because a priest of Isis 
is a religious defender of Plotinus' great power. Thus, after Porphyry 
has proven that Plotnus is a "divine man" with a god as tutelary spirit, 
he can digress to tell us of several great feats which were performed by 
him. In this context, as with other divine-men, we are to interpret 
the great feats as "miracles" not as magical manipulations, precisely 
because a religious claim is being made about the performer. 

42 Plotinus, The Enneads, tr. Stephen Mac Kenna, rev. by B.S. Page, London 1965,8. 
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In other words, there is no universal definition of magical procedure 
in Hellenistic culture. Instead, the charge of magic and its meaning 
depended on a complicated series of assumptions, not all of which were 
clear at the beginning of the social interaction. One of the results of the 
interaction was to produce that clarity. Thus, the charge of "magic" 
helps distinguish between various groups of people from the perspective 
of the speaker but does not necessarily imply any essential difference 
in the actions of the participants. In a narrative about the event, the 
narrator will attempt to clarify his grounds for distinction. 

It is in this context that I believe we should put the disputes about 
Jesus in Mk. 2,3, Mt. 10, John 7, etc., as well as the accusations against 
Apollonius of Tyana and the other evidence that Morton Smith has 
given US. 43 As we would expect, the exorcism stories have been edited 
to discuss the question of the source of Jesus' power. In the Beelzebul 
controversy (Mk. 3: 19-27; Mt. 12: 22-30; Lk. II: 14-16, 17-23) 
the ambiguity over the source of Jesus' power is clear, but it is also 
combined with the issue of dissent within the movement, which serves 
to obscure the conclusion of the gospel writer on the question of magic. 
The first question is raised by Jesus' followers (of nap' auwu) in the 
Markan version. Seeing the overwhelming crowds and anticipating 
the difficulty feeding them, some of his own disciples begin either 
to think that Jesus is insane or unaware of the problem by virtue of an 
ecstatic trance. (EAEYOV yap on E~{;cr'tTJ). 44 After this situation is out
lined, the charge of the scribes of Jerusalem is introduced, combining 
a different but similar tradition of attack on the motivation for Jesus' 
actions, this time from outside the movement. The scribes are represented 
as believing that Jesus' power is not from God but from Beelzebul. 
This is logical because, if Jesus were from God, he could not oppose 
the legitimate authorities of Judea. Since he does, his power must 
have other sources. The New Testament portrayal however takes no 
account of the opponents' position. Jesus points out that he is casting 
out demons, therefore he must be from God, since Satan would not 
consent to overthrow his own kingdom. This argument only makes 

43 Note M. Smith, Jesus: The Magician. See also Anitra Bingham Kolenkow, A 
Problem of Power: How Miracle-Doers Counter Charges of Magic in the Hellenistic 
World, in SBL 1976 Seminar Papers. 

44 See the rabbinic comment on Simeon b. Zoma, b. Hagigah l5a. 
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sense if one assumes a unified evil hegemony in oppositIOn to God 
and that the demons, now considered helpers of Satan, are evil -
a presupposition central to the New Testament, which is only partly 
shared by the Pharisees and certainly not by all Jews, as Goodenough 
showed us above. In any event, in the New Testament it is enough to 
silence the opposition from the outside. Therefore the New Testament 
is not really interested in analyzing the social situation. More important 
to the story in the present context is the lesson that follows. Those 
followers who criticize the marvelous deeds of the savior risk blasphemy 
in the name of the Holy Spirit, a sin much worse than the accusation 
of the scribes, which appears only- as external hostility. So the story 
of the charge of magic is combined with the issue of internal dissent 
which becames the central issue for the church. 

In Luke and Matthew, the controversy is complicated by a tu quoque 
argument which destroys the logic of the parable of the house divided 
but again reflects the unsolved ambiguity of the charge of magic: "If 
I cast out demons in the name of Beelzebul, in whose name do 
your sons exorcise?" This implies what we knew all along - that 
there were Jews who claimed to work similar acts to what Jesus had 
accomplished and who also claimed divine favor. Therefore, this 
version spells out the implication that Christianity is certainly "religion" 
if other kinds of Jewish exorcism can be. But the conclusion about magic 
is purchased at the price of the logic of the Markan version. The 
later gospels then fasten on the term "kingdom" and convert the story 
to a kingdom saying about the coming of the end of time. Matthew 
even eliminates the original charge of Jesus' followers, as a sensitive 
issue, by attributing the entire charge to Jesus' outside enemies, who 
are called "Pharisees" for the first time. No doubt this reflects a later 
time when Pharisees could have been expected to have made just such 
a charge, based on their conviction that Jesus' power was not from 
God, just as the scribes could have done so in Jesus' lifetime. Each 
additional comment gives us a further example of the difficulty' in 
defining magic. If someone called himself a magician, that was one thing. 
But more often, people who appeared to have divine favor or who 
exercised supernatural power could be charged with the crime of magic 
by their detractors. There were no objective criteria separating the 
miracle worker from the magician. So, it was often necessary for an 
adept to prove himself a miracle worker and not a magician. 



HELLENISTIC MAGIC 369 

Furthermore, one sees from this particular context that the conflict 
has slightly different overtones than in the pagan examples. Here, 
worship or partnership with demons is not merely viewed as low, un
sophisticated and potentially harmful. It was also a threat to mono
theism, - heresy. Even when accepted as tutelary spirits, one had 
to decide whether the "demons" were angels - as some Jewish 
exorcists were evidently claiming45 - or devils. Most often the judg
ment of the orthodox group was that these demons were evil, hence 
our use of the term "demonic" in contradistinction to the less morally 
loaded pagan understanding of the term. 

Particularly striking in this respect is the remarkable similarity 
between Jesus' "I am" statements and the claims of magicians in 
the magical papyri.46 To find such little noted similarities takes an 
acute mind and years of research. The data clearly demonstrate the 
essential unity of all men claiming spiritual powers in late antiquity. 
Such similarities further demonstrate why the Gospel writers were 
sensitive to the charge of magic brought against Jesus. A defense 
against the charge of magic is not only characteristic of the polemics 
of the church fathers and evangelists, it goes back to the earliest 
traditions of the church. But it does not prove that Jesus was a magician. 
The early charge of magic against Jesus is not so much clear proof 
that Jesus was a magician as a clear example of the social manipulation 
of the charge of magic. When Jesus is accused of magic, it is his 
credentials as miracle worker that are under scrutiny. Since the deter
minants of Jesus' credentials are not objectively verifiable, whether or 
not he is a magician is the subject of the controversy. There is no 
evidence thatJesus wished to claim the title of magician. To the contrary, 
the Gospel presents his teachings as well as the titles of divine favor as 
a defense against the accusation, just as Plotinus and Porphyry defend 
themselves. 

The most interesting question for scholarship, as 1 see it, is not 
whether the charge of magic against Jt;SUS is true or not. Since he does 
not claim the title, there can be no possible demonstration or disproof 
of a charge which is a matter of interpretation in the Hellenistic world. 

45 The Jewish exorcists described in the Gospel of Matthew certainly existed. See 
Sefer Harazim where Jewish magicians prayed to inferior "angels" to help them 
accomplish their ends. 

46 See M. Smith, 126. 
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The most interesting question for scholarship is to define the social 
and cultural conditions and presuppositions that allow such charges 
and counter-charges to be made. 

Though I have been arguing that no single generalization can hold 
for the use of the charge of magic in Hellenistic society, a few general 
statements can be made, if they are understood as probabilities rather 
than essential distinctions. The charge of magic is likely to be made 
by legitimate religious leaders against people who are viewed as 
threatening the social order but who have as yet done no other 
prosecutable criminal offense. For instance, Mathematici, Jews, and 
Christians could be seen as subversive by the Roman government, so it 
was logical to charge them with "magic" even though the charge 
might be factually groundless and impress us as absurd. On the other 
hand, there were real Jewish and Christian sorcerers, whose existence 
was probably all the more detested because they could get the entire 
group into trouble. With this observation most of the usages of the 
word "magic" can be easily explained. In succeeding centuries, 
Christians and Jews shared the upper-class disgust with magic for 
different reasons. Orthodox Christians and Jews appear to have 
generalized the negative implication of magic to every outside group, 
including each other. Since every other religion was false, it stands 
to reason that every other religion was working with demons, not God. 
Therefore, every other religion was either magic (if it was puissant), 
or it was nothing at all. In this sense, both orthodox Christianity 
and Judaism appeared as a kind of "anti-witchcraft cult," a charac
teristic which was to add to their success considerably. Their enemies 
- Jesus in Judaism, Simon in Christianity - could be called magicians. 
Both could promise that their believers Were free from the powers 
of fate. 47 Hence, they serve the same function as did the cult of 
Isis from Lucius in Apuleius' novel. But the impetus against witchcraft 
was the belief in one God.48 

47 See above, p. 355. 
48 Brown is mistaken in believing that Christianity was the first to use "witch" 

in the Zande sense - a fictional creature who is evil by essence. The Christian and 
Jewish disgust with magic was mediated by real experiences with sorcerers in the 
Greco-Roman period. Only later does the monotheistic contention that magic is worship 
of the daimons necessarily become equivalent with a coherent theory of satanic opposition 
to God. This theory of witchcraft cannot come into being until the Empire is completely 
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Even as the orthodox Christianity and Judaism opposed magic as 
worship of the demons, pagan opinions of magic seem to have grown 
more tolerant. However, since the late neo-platonic schools, those 
most famous for indulging in magic, were sensitive to the charge of 
magic, how then are we to explain the magical papyri's mixture of 
magic and religion? The answer, it seems to me, has to do with a situation 
outside of a strict Jewish or Christian setting, and outside of the 
aristocratic setting in a context where no accusation of magic is overtly 
made. An important factor is Egypt itself where spells and curses to 
protect the dead had been part of state religion since its inception. 
In these cases magic is most clearly a "conflict" crime - that is, a 
criminal act to some but not to all members of the society. This was 
the "ecological niche" of the Hellenized magi. 

One of the clearest examples of the use of the term magic as a 
religious act comes from the autobiography of Thessalos.49 

Thessalos, after finding both that Greek rhetoric and traditional 
magic are not satisfactory, wanders in Egypt in search of a revelation. 
His question is whether any "magical energy" might still survive (d 
n 'tll<; J..lUY1Kfj<; tv€pYElm; crffi~€'tat). 50 The priests are either afraid 
of the legal repercussions of the term "magic" or more likely merely 

Christianized. As Brown says: ..... learned sorcery, of course, will survive into the 
Middle Ages, both in the West, in clerical circles, and even more so in the Eastern 
Mediterranean, among societies that remained in touch with their ancient roots - in 
Byzantium, Islam and the Jewish communities. At the end of our period, however, it 
is joined by another theme. We meet the witch in the full sense, a person who either is 
born with or achieves an inherent character of evil. In this case, it is not an un
conscious mystical quality; it is gained by a 'conscious act. But the power is gained 
by a binding contract with the ultimate pole of evil - the Devil; and, once this quality 
is gained, it is rare (outside of pious stories) that the Christian authorities accept the 
recantation of the new-style witch. The contents of this new belief are well known. 
What matters is to seize the exact date and milieu in which it comes to the fore." 
(Brown, 35). It seems to me that such a concept is still too closely tied with Azande 
rather than Christian and Jewish belief. Furthermore, it becomes most important in a 
period much later than Brown implies. It is more characteristic of the Protestant 
Reformation. See Keith Thomas, Religion and the Decline of Magic, New York: 1971. 

49 See the recent article by J.Z. Smith, The Temple and the Magician in God's Christ 
and His People etc.) who summarizes all the research done on this document and 
presents the experience in it as characteristic of the religious life of late antiquity. 
He shows that the traditional forms of religion represented by the Temple are in decay 
making necessary a new form of individual experience with the divine. 

50 I, 13 Friedrich, p. 49 I., 16. 
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embarrassed by the belief in an act they could not practice. 51 After 
much searching, one priest promises him a vision, if he can accomplish 
the requisite purification. At a pre-arranged place 52 Thessalos asks 
to see Asclepius, alone "one to one".53 

Interestingly enough, though the promise of divinization is made 
through this theophany, it is the gift of the knowledge of proper 
times and places which occupies the attention of the narrator. 

Again, as in the magical papyri, the mix of overtly magical claims 
with clearly religious desire of individual divinization makes it impractical 
to distinguish between magic and religion, for now magic is even 
taken, in opposition to the temple cults, to be the only really effective 
religion. 

Although there is an implicit polemic against established religion, 
there is no social competition in the document, rather a description 
of the internal working of the minds that produced such documents 
and their location on the social map of the Roman Empire. A most 
helpful way of understanding the mix of what we call "vulgar magic" 
and "religion" in these syncretistic works is suggested by the anthropo
logical study of the Aladura cult in Africa. Robin Horton postulates 
that: 

A basic African cosmology ... has a two tier structure, the first tier being 
that of the lesser spirits and the second that of the supreme being. The 
lesser spirits underpin events and process in the microcosm of the local 
community and its environment, whilst the supreme being underpins events 
and processes in the macrocosm - i.e., in the world as a whole. 54 

This theory suggests that the distinction between lesser deities and 
the high God is not an arbitrary one. Obviously, the African analogy 

51 See Smith, 235 on this point. 
52 Called an OIKOS but not a temple. See Smith 235. 
53 Like "face to face," this term has an obvious theophanic association. See refs. 

brought by Smith, 243 n. 40 to Plotinus, Porphyry, Proclus. Numenius and Eusebius from 
E. Peterson, Herkunft und Bedeutung der monos pros monon-formel bei Platon in Philologus, 
88, 1933, 30-41. 

54 R. Horton, On the Rationality of Conversion, Pt. I, in Africa 34, 1975, 220. 
The article runs from 219-235, and Pt. 2, Ibid., 373-398. See also African Conversion, 
in Africa 41, 1971,85-107. Against Horton. see H. Fisher, Conversion Reconsidered.' Some 
Historical Aspects of Religious Conversion in Black Africa, in Africa 43, 1973, 27-40. 
Also Richard Bruce, Conversion Amongst the Pyem, unpublished paper, Dept. of Socio
logy, Zaria. 
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cannot be taken over in entirety. But it appears likely that the celebrants 
of the rites described in the magical papyri had a similar concept 
of the world. For the microcosmic aspects of life - little micro
political battles - it was enough to call on one or more demons 
to help balance the score. But when the meaning of processes in the 
macrocosm was sought, a greater kind of salvation was needed. 
Therefore the cosmos needs to contain two orders of divinity. In both 
black Africa and Egypt, it is the everyday affairs of local community 
which are being ordered when the divine inhabitants of the second 
rung are invoked. A rich plethora of lesser spirits and a wealth of 
techniques for manipulating them form the matrix of the second order 
of the cosmos. As with other magical charms, presumed control handles 
the anxiety of daily life. The bulk of the magical papyri contain 
description of rites important to the local community. But as individuals 
find themselves in the larger world of the Empire, they begin to 
perceive a higher moral code and spirituality for the governance of 
this wider life. Since the demons are not necessarily evil creatures in 
Egypt, and the papyri are specifically addressed to gods as well, 
the path from magic to religion could be seen as continuous in the 
papyri, - even if among other subgroups a distinction between magic 
and religion was necessary. Our confusion is that, following our 
Jewish and Christian forebears, we call the worship of demons and 
other Gods "magic," which we take as contrary to religion. In the 
minds of those who were interested in the magical papyri, magic 
and religion were united. 55 Magic was religion. 

There is no precise analogy between the African high god and 
the upper tier of the Hellenistic magical system. Although the Hellenistic 
texts give us a high god often, the really significant pattern of religion 
in the third century is not the name or attribute of the high god but 
the theophanic encounter with him through theurgic praxis (as in 
Thessalos' case) or the heavenly journey of the soul to him by means 
of the psychopomp (as in PGM). 

Now, this analysis of the similarity of magic and religion is intellec-

55 This sociological observation is independently confirmed by Javier Teixidor, 
The Pagan God: Popular Religion in the Greco-Roman Near East, Princeton 1977. See 
p. 4, for example: "To discuss the immortality of the soul or how to acquire true 
gnoses were not popular concerns." 
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tualist and structuralist. Nevertheless, the analysis does have social 
consequences. Following Horton's train of thought, we ought to be 
able to define some of the social circumstances under which "magic" 
will be acceptable (i.e., under local micro-political pressures) as opposed 
to times when it will be necessary to rely on one of the higher religious 
ideologies and when any magical interpretation will be excluded. Where 
social relations are limited (i.e., confined to the microcosm), we 
should expect religious life to be centred on the demons or lesser 
spirits. But when social life grows more broad to involve greater contact 
with the macrocosm, religious life is likely to be somewhat different. 
Less attention will be paid to the spirits and more to the under
pinning of events and processes in the macrocosm. Whether the 
processes are called "magic" or religion depends on the context. 
These suggestions of Horton can be helpful to us in studying the 
syncretistic activities of the late Empire. The magical scrolls pay an 
inordinate amount of attention to the tutelary deities of the Hellenistic 
world, so we should expect that they reflect basically a parochial 
society. But the story of Thessalos and other aspects of the scrolls reflect 
a sophisticated sense of the greater world. Indeed the story of Thessalos 
is interested in showing precisely that the treaditional religions are 
bankrupt, that a new dispensation is needed in imperial times. It is 
arguing that the information found within magic is the only true 
science of spirituality. No doubt some magicians were trying to compete 
with other religions in the area, but this does not change the fact 
that the people who valued the scrolls understood and were occasionally 
interested in the great spiritual problems of the Roman Empire. We 
should then expect that some of the clientele of the magicians like 
Thessalos himself were educated in international sciences and were 
groping towards a more elaborate concept of deity, one that was in 
greater consonance with the world religions of their day. However, 
the acceptance of the rites of those religions appears to have been 
selective and serendipitous. This suggests that the phenomenon which 
we call syncretism (as a term of reproach) may equally well be understood 
as the coming to knowledge of various groups within the Empire 
of the vast system of political, economic and cultural exchange to 
which they belonged. Furthermore, it would suggest that the great 
religions of the Empire faced the same social problems, understood 
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something similar about imperial rule, and expressed it through the 
similar structures - either as ascent to or a descent of the God, 
which imparted knowledge of how to attain personal immortality. 
For a while the similarity in structure was enough. Finally, it was the 
Christian variety of the ascent-descent myth which was to serve as 
the single ideology which united the entire empire. 

As for the definitional problems in the study of magic, this survey 
has tried to show that functionalist definitions (and to some degree 
certain structuralists as well) have brushed over several crucial factors 
"internal" to the situation. These approaches tend to produce defini
tions of concepts for analytical use but they often miss the subtleties 
and dramatic presentiment of the term in the situation itself or in 
their drive for taxonomic clarity fail adequately to distinguish between 
social perspectives. 



INTERPRET AZIONI GNOSTICHE E MISTERIOSOFICHE 

DEL MITO DI ATTIS 

GIULIA SFAMENI GASPARRO 
(Messina) 

La carattenstica peculiare della facies religiosa del mondo tardo
antico, in quanta trama complessa di antichi culti e tradizioni, occi
dentali ed orientali, da tempo conviventi e reciprocamente influenzan
tisi, e insieme di nuove correnti di pensiero e di religiosita che da 
quelli si alimentano ovvero ad essi si contrappongono, non ha bisogno 
di essere dimostrata. E' parimenti nota la posizione privilegiata che 
in questo panorama estremamente mosso e variegato occupano una 
serie di complessi mitico-rituali relativi a divinita che, originarie dell' una 
o dell'altra provincia culturale del mondo circum-mediterraneo (i greci 
Demetra e Dioniso, il «siro» Adonis, il frigio Attis, l'egiziano Osiride),l 
han no da tempo assunto carattere cosmopolitico, appartenendo ormai 
al comune patrimonio religioso dell'oikoumene ellenistico-romana. Si 
tratta di culti che, centrati sulla evocazione rituale di una vicenda 
divina di presenza-assenza (solitamente connessa col ritmo annuale 
della vegetazione anche se non esaurentesi naturalisticamente in tale 
connessione) ovvero tendenti a stabilire un contatto immediato ed 
intenso tra fedele e divinita nel contesto di pratiche entusiastico
orgiastiche,2 realizzano una piena comunicabilita fra piano divino ed 

1 Del tutto specifica, in questo quadro, e la posizione dell'iranico Mithra che, allor
quando penetra in Occidente, appare gia titolare di una struttura mitico-rituale a carattere 
misterico, costituita nei suoi dati essenziali attraverso un processo di fusione di elementi 
orientali ed ellenistici. Si vedano in proposito i nostri contributi al Seminario inter
nazionale su « La specificita storico-religiosa dei misteri di Mithra con particolare 
riferimento aile fonti documentarie di Roma e Ostia», Roma e Ostia 28-31 marzo 
1978 (II mitraismo nell'ambito dellafenomenologia misterica, in Mysteria Mithrae [EPRO 
80], Roma-Leiden 1979, 299-337; II mitraismo : una struttura religiosa fra «tradizione» e 
«invenzione», ibid., 349-384) e, piu ampiamente, i Prolegomena di U. Bianchi (ibid., 
3-60) e i risultati del Seminario medesimo. 

2 In tal sen so basti ricordare il dionisismo dei tiasi e il culto ellenizzato, rna con forti 
connotazioni orientali, di Cibele quali sono esemplificati, per il periodo classico, nelle 
Baccanti euripidee e in particolare nella parodos, con il suo entusiastico IlUKUP10"1l0C; 
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umano, via cosmo. Talora questi culti contemplano una struttura 
iniziatico-esoterica in rapporto ad un santuario e ad una organizzazione 
sacerdotale, come e il caso in Grecia dei !!UO"TTJpta di Eleusi e di 
Samotracia. In una corretta terminologia storico-religiosa si riservenl 
a questi ultimi la denominazione di "misteri" mentre si definiranno 
in sen so piu lato come «mistici» quei culti che realizzano un tipo di 
«interferenza» profonda tra i livelli divino, cosmico ed umana analoga 
a quella sperimentata nell'ambito della prassi iniziatico-esoterica dei 
!!UO"TTJpta, pur senza partecipare di tale prassi istituzionale. 3 

In eta ellenistica e romana, peraltro, varii culti greci ed orientali 
pertinenti alle divinita sopra menzionate saranno egualmente chiama
ti nelle fonti contemporanee «misteri», essendo questa denominazione 
talora giustificata dall'esistenza di pratiche iniziatiche protette dal 
tipico esoterismo misterico.4 Altre forme religiose saran no invece 

(vv. 72-82 ed. H. Gregoire, Euripide, vol. VI, Les Bacchantes, Paris 1961, 245 sg.: 
cfr. E. R. Dodds, Euripides, Bacchae, Oxford 19602 , 75 sgg.; J. Roux, Euripide, Les 
Bacchantes, Paris 1972, II, 268-273). Per il culto «mistico» della Gran Madre frigia 
nella Grecia cJassica e i suoi rapporti con il dionisismo si veda G. Sfameni Gasparro, 
Soteriologia e aspetti mistici nel culto di Cibele e Attis, Palermo 1979,31-43. Tra I'ampia 
letteratura relativa all'orgiasmo bacchico e al fenomeno del menadismo, citiamo qui 
E. R. Dodds, The Greeks and the Irrational, Berkeley-Los Angeles 1951, tr. it., Firenze 
19692 , 319-334; H. Jeanmaire, Dionysos. Histoire du culte de Bacchos, Paris 1951, 
tr. it., Torino 19722 , 77-96; 158-219. 

3 Quest'uso del termine «mistico» ci sembra legittimato dalla sua connessione con 
l'ambito semantico greco, in cui il fenomeno dei ~ucrt1'1plU trova Ie sue manifestazioni 
piil antiche e a noi meglio note e dove I'aggettivo ~ucrnK6~ copre la vasta gamma delle 
realta pertinenti ai misteri (modalita e qualita dei riti, oggetti, luoghi e tempi sacri, 
tradizioni mitiche e personaggi sovrumani), di cui iniziazione ed esoterismo sono soltanto 
alcune, anche se qualificanti, componenti. Per i contesti in cui intervengono tali speci
fiche componenti (iniziazione ed esoterismo) si usera l'aggettivo «misterico», riservando 
«mistico» per la caratterizzazione di una tipologia storico-religiosa piil ampia. Essa 
potra abbracciare allora varii complessi mitico-rituali, in Grecia e fuori di essa, i quali 
presentino qualificate analogie con i complessi misterici sotto il profiJo della «vicenda» 
divina e def rapporto speciale fra dio e fedele instaurato dal cuI to, al di fuori di 
pratiche iniziatiche con il connesso esoterismo. Per la definizione del «mistico» e del 
«misterico» nell'ambito della storia religiosa greca e vicino-orientale cfr. U. Bianchi, 
Initiation, mysteres, gnose (Pour l'histoire de la mystique dans Ie paganisme greco-oriental), 
in C. J. Bleeker (ed.), Initiation, Leiden 1965, 154-171; The Greek Mysteries [Icono
graphy of Religions XVII, 3], Leiden 1976, 1-8. 

4 Ci riferiamo, ad esempio, all'attestazione, per l'eta ellenistico-romana, di «misteri» 
demetriaci, sulla cui antichita ed origine e spesso assai difficile pronunciarsi, sia in 
Grecia sia in Asia Minore. Cfr. L. R. Farnell, The Cults oj the Greek States, III, Oxford 
1906,198-213; M.P. Nilsson, Griechische Feste von religioser Bedeutung mit Ausschluss 
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ancora definibili come «mistiche», secondo la terminologia qui pro
posta, convenzionale rna legittima in relazione al contesto semantico 
e culturale greco e ad una articolata tipologia storico-religiosa. Ad 
ogni modo, la speciale rilevanza dei culti mistici e misterici nella storia 
religiosa tardo-antica risulta dall'importanza ad essi attribuita nella 
discussione intorno ai valori religiosi da parte degli autori con tem
poranei, siano essi i «teologi» pagani ovvero i polemisti cristiani, e si 
riflette nell'ampio spazio accordato a quei culti nel dibattito scientifico 
relativo alia Spatantike. 

Un aspetto fondamentale della problematica storico-religiosa per
tinente ai culti mistici e ai misteri riguarda, insieme alia definizione 
della lora specifica consistenza storica e fenomenologica, la funzione 
che essi possono aver assolto nell'ambito della religiosita contempora
nea, offrendo elementi 0 stimoli alia formazione di altri fenomeni 
attraverso l'utilizzazione e la reinterpretazione di strutture mitiche e 
rituali di tipo mistico 0 propriamente misterico. La questione e assai 
complessa non essen do significativi soltanto la ricerca e I'eventuale 
reperimento di« imprestiti », suI piano delle forme e degli stessi contenuti, 
quanta piuttosto la valutazione del significato che tali elementi hanno 
assunto nel nuovo contesto religioso. E' necessario infatti verificare 
se si tratti di componenti essenziali che abbiano determinato, con Ie 
loro intrinseche valenze religiose, la costituzione di una nuova struttu
ra, autonoma rna in precisa continuita storica e tipologica rispetto 
alia precedente, ovvero di puri dati formali, su cui si e applicata una 
esegesi nuova, mossa da suoi specifici e indipendenti presupposti, che 
ha piegato quei dati medesimi all'espressione di nuovi significati. 

Un altro importante aspetto del problema e costituito dai riflessi 
che tali operazioni di reinterpretazione di fenomeni mistici e misterici 
ovvero di loro trasformazione in ulteriori complessi religiosi, dotati 
di una propria specifica fisionomia rna funzionalmente dipendenti dai 
primi, hanno avuto all'interno di quei fenomeni medesimi, in quanta 

der Attischen, Leipzig 1906,336-354; Geschichte der Griechischen Religion, IF, Miinchen 
1961, 94-99; 352-358. Sulla fioritura di misteri dionisiaci ne1 medesimo periodo basti qui 
rimandare a M. P. Nilsson, The Dionysiac Mysteries of the Hellenistic and Roman Age, 
Lund 1957. Per la speciale posizione del dionisismo nell'ambito dei culti mistici si 
vedano Ie osservazioni di U. Bianchi, Prometeo, Orfeo, Adamo. Tematiche religiose sui 
destino, il male, la salvezza, Roma 1976, 88-94. 
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realtfl religiose operanti, attraverso il rito e la connessa ideologia, 
in uno speciale ambiente di fedeli. In altri termini, e indispensabile 
considerare in questa problematica anche l'incidenza che l'utilizzazione 
di miti e riti mistici ai fini della costituzione di nuove strutture 
religiose ovvero dell'espressione di particolari «visioni del mondo» 
puC> aver avuto all'interno stesso dei culti mistici e misterici. E' dun que 
opportuno chiedersi se questi ultimi abbiano continuato a percorrere 
il loro corso tradizionale ovvero se il processo di reinterpretazione e 
trasformazione del significato originario di tali culti, piuttosto che 
svolgersi soltanto alla loro periferia 0 addirittura in ambienti estranei 
e lontani dalla loro concreta vita religiosa, sia invece penetrato anche 
in essa, coinvolgendola piu 0 menD profondamente e rivolgendola 
in una nuova direzione. 

Un utile approccio a quest'ampia e articolata problematica puC> 
essere compiuto attraverso l'esame di alcune formule interpretative 
del complesso mitico-rituale frigio e specificamente della figura di 
Attis, elaborate all'interno di ambienti tra i piu rappresentativi della 
temperie spirituale dell'epoca e tra i piu intensamente partecipi del 
processo di rielaborazione di antiche tradizioni religiose e speculative 
in funzione di forme e valori spirituali nuovi. Ci riferiamo al ben nota 
documento naasseno addotto da Ippolito, espressione di una gnosi 
«ofitica» che utilizza volentieri materiali mutuati aIle varie tradizioni 
pagane, e all'esegesi del mito frigio pro posta da autori tardivi, quali 
un Giuliano, un Sallustio e un Macrobio, che con connotazioni proprie 
e specifiche rientrano nel quadro della corrente neoplatonica. Costoro, 
in virtu di un precipuo interesse al recupero dei valori religiosi tradi
zionali del paganesimo, tendono ad esprimere Ie proprie opzioni ideo
logiche, piuttosto che in formule sistematiche, attraverso la mediazione 
di dati mitici e rituali filtrati negli schemi filosofici del neoplatonismo. 
I contenuti peculiari di quest'ultimo non han no bisogno di essere qui 
illustrati. Diremo soltanto che, laddove l'esegesi neoplatonica del 
patrimonio religioso tradizionale si esercita su un materiale pertinente 
a culti di tipo misterico, si puC> legittimamente parlare di una « misterioso
fia », 5 intendendo designare con questo termine appunto una reinter-

5 Per una definizione della « misteriosofia », che in Grecia trova \a sua pill antica 
espressione nell'Orfismo si veda U. Bianchi, Initiation, cit.; Le probleme des origines 
du gnosticisme in U. Bianchi (ed.), Origini, 9-\3. 
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pretazione di quei culti alIa luce di una teologia complessa, interessata 
alle manifestazioni del divino in livelli diversi e digradanti, dei quali 
l'ultimo, materiale, riceve una valutazione tipicamente ambigua (luogo 
delle forme divine rna insieme regno della mutabilita e della divisione). 

Si trattera allora di vedere quali dati obiettivi del complesso mitico
rituale frigio siano utilizzati rispettivamente dall'esegeta gnostico e 
neoplatonico e in quale momenta dell'evoluzione storica di quel com
plesso si situino tali interventi. In pari tempo bisognera verificare se e 
in quale misura la struttura specifica di tale contesto religioso possa 
aver offerto un contributo 0 un impulso alIa elaborazione dell'ideologia 
caratteristica dell'uno e dell'altro ambiente e, reciprocamente, se tale 
ideologia ha modificato dall'interno il quadro della religione frigia 
nella sua concreta attualita. 

Da quando F. G. Schneidewin pubblico per la prima volta i due inni 
in onore di Attis che concludono l'ampia notizia di Ippolito sui 
Naasseni,6 l'interesse per queste brevi composizioni e per il com
men to svolto su di essi dalla comunita gnostica in questione non e 
mai venuto meno. Al di la dei problemi di critica testuale,7 alIa 
cui soluzione hanno contribuito Ie successive edizioni sia dei due inni B 

ovvero della singola sezione relativa ai Naasseni 9 sia dell'intera Refu
tatia di Ippolito,10 l'attenzione si e rivolta soprattutto alIa particolare 

6 Hymnorum in Attin fragmenta inedita, in Philologus III, 1848, 247-266. Cfr. Id., 
in NachGiitt., 1852, 101 sg. 

7 G. Hermann, Ober Bruckstucke zweier Hymnen auf den Attis, in Berichten d. siich. 
Gesellsch.d. Wiss., Phil.-hist.C1asse, 1849, 1-5 (rist. in Th. Fritze [ed.], Opuscula, VIII, 
Leipzig 1877, 371-375); U. v. Wilamowitz-Moellendorff, Lesefruechte, in Hermes XXXVII, 
1902,328-332 (rist. in Kleine Schri{ten IV, 1962, 164-168). 

8 Th. Bergk (ed.), Poetae Lyrici Graeci, III4, Lipsiae 1882, 685 sg.; J. Kroll, Die 
Christliche Hymnodik bis zu Klemens von Alexandreia, in Verzeichnis d. Vorlesungen an 
der Akademie zu Braunsberg, 1921, II, 93 sg. n. 2. 

9 R. Reitzenstein, Poimandres. Studien zur griechisch-iigyptischen und fruhchristlichen 
Literatur, Leipzig 1904, 82-101; Id. in R. Reitzenstein-H. H. Schaeder, Studien zum 
antiken Synkretismus aus Iran und Griechenland, Leipzig-Berlin 1926, 161-173. 

10 E. Miller in Migne, PG XVI, 3, 3009-3454; P. Wendland, Hippolytus Werke, III 
[GCS 26], Leipzig 1916. SuI problema dell'attribuzione dell'opera si veda in ultimo 
M. Marcovich, Note on Hippolitus' Re{utatio, in JTS, N.S. XV, 1964, 69-74. La notizia 
sui Naasseni (Ref V, 7,2 - 10,2 ed. Wendland 79,6 - 104,3) e riprodotta in W. Volker, 
Quellen zur Geschichte der christlichen Gnosis, Tubingen 1932, 11-27. Tra Ie numerose 
traduzioni ricordiamo qui quelle di R. M. Grant, Gnosticism. An Anthology, London 
1961, 105-114; R. Haardt, Die Gnosis. Wesen und Zeugnisse, Salzburg 1967, 82-90; 
W. Foerster, Gnosis, Bd. I, Zurich 1969 (tr. ingl. a cura di R. McL. Wilson, Oxford 1972, 
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qual ita gnostiea della dottrina soggiaeente al trattato naasseno «Sull' 
Vomo». 

E' nota la posizione del Reitzenstein ehe dall'ampia utilizzazione 
di figure divine e temi mitiei di ambiente pagano nella «Prediea» 
dei Naasseni deduceva il earattere puramente pagano dell'originario 
sistema gnostieo in essa formulato. 11 L'interpretazione dello studio so 
tedesco, ehe persistette nel ritenere aggiunte posteriori Ie eitazioni 
neo-testamentarie, fu modifieata in parte pili tardi, eon il rieonosei
mento dell'appartenenza dei riferimenti antieo-testamentarii alla primi
tiva redazione del doeumento, ehe dun que sarebbe espressione di una 
eomunita gnostiea a earattere giudeo-pagano. 12 

L'ipotesi di una sovrapposizione di «strati» nel trattato naasseno 
trovo aeeoglienza presso alcuni autori 13 mentre da pili parti e stata 
sottolineata la stretta eonnessione ehe lega, nella trama eomplessa 
del diseorso naasseno, i dati pagani, giudaiei e eristiani tra i quali 
non e sempre possibile fare una netta diseriminazione nel senso della 
maggiore 0 minore antiehita. Comunque non pare legittima l'ammis
sione di una redazione esclusivamente pagana del testo, la eui caratteri
stica peculiare consiste piuttosto nell'intima fusione di elementi di 
diversa natura e provenienza allo seopo di formulare uno specifieo 
messaggio gnostico.1 4 Tale messaggio si qualifica in relazione a due 

261-282); M. Simonetti, Testi gnostici cristiani, Bari 1970,29-51; M. Erbetta, Gli Apo
crifi del Nuovo Testamento, 1,1 Vangeli, Torino 1975,595-607. 

II Zwei religionsgeschichtliche Fragen nach ungedruckten griechischen Texten der 
Strassburger Bibliothek, Strassburg 190 I, 96. 

12 Poimandres, cit., 81 sg.; Id., Studien, cit., 104-111. 
t3 P. Wendland in Berl. philol. Wochenschr., XXII, 1902, 1324; Id., Die hellenistisch

romischen Kultur in ihren Beziehungen zu Judentum und Christentum. Die Urchristlichen 
Literatur[ormen, Tiibingen 1912, 178 sg. ; W. Bousset, Hauptprobleme der Gnosis, Gottingen 
1907, 183 sg.; H. Leisegang, Die Gnosis. Leipzig 1924, tr. fro Paris 1951, 81-101 dove 
si afferma I'esistenza di tre strati successivi, ossia di un sistema «puramente pagano», cui 
si sovrapposero e1ementi di origine giudaica e cristiana. Cfr. anche J. Geffcken, Der 
Ausgang des griechisch-romischen Heidentums, Heidelberg 1929, 229; H. Jonas, Gnosis 
und spiitantiker Geist, I. Die mythologische Gnosis, G6ttingen 19643 , 348-351 ; P. Pokorny, 
Der Epheserbrielund die Gnosis, Berlin 1965,51-54. 

14 Cfr. A. D. Nock, rec. di R. Reitzenstein-H. H. Schaeder, Studien, cit., in JHS 
XLIX, 1929, 115; H.M. Schenke, Der Gott «Mensch» in der Gnosis. Eine religions
geschichtlicher Beitrag zur Diskussion iiber die paulinische Anschauung von der Kirche 
als Leib Christi, Gottingen 1962, 57-60. M. Simonetti ha dimostrato in maniera con
vincente I'appartenenza di molte citazioni neo-testamentarie all'originaria trama del 
discorso naasseno (Qualche osservazione sulle presunte interpolazioni della Predica dei 
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fondamentali centri di interesse, attomo ai quali e costruita l'intera 
argomentazione che sceglie in relazione ad essi i. materiali pagani, 
giudaici e cristiani da cui e sostanziata. 

Punto focale della dottrina naassena,15 come e noto, e lOla con
cezione del Tutto a base triadica, ossia l'affermazione di tre livelli della 
realta di cui il primo e il terzo, rispettivamente divino e materiale, 
sono contrapposti l'uno all'altro come principii incompatibili ed irri
ducibili, rivelando la struttura dualistica dell'intero sistema. II rapporto 
fra i due livelli e mediato da un principio intermedio che per un verso 
e solidale con il primo, divino principio, spirituale ed extra-cosmico da 
cui deriva, rna per l'altro - in virtu della propria funzione mediale 
che 10 definisce nella natura e nelle prerogative - costituisce un livello 
specifico della realta e assolve un ruolo essenziale ai fini della vicenda 
cosmica, comunicando ordine e vita al livello inferiore. 

Vi e dunque nel sistema naasseno un interesse cosmologico fondamen
tale,16 cui si accompagna un altrettanto peculiare interesse antro
pologico, una volta che il primo principio si configura come Anthropos 
e il processo medesimo di demiurgia cosmica messo in opera dal
l'entita intermedia (il «Figlio dell'Uomo») si realizza primariamente 
come un 'antropogonia; il dissolvimento del cicIo cosmico inaugurato 
dalla discesa nellivello materiale dell'essere mediatore, infine, si compie 
attraverso la liberazione della so stanza divina presente nell'uomo. 

Questa complessa visione gnostica, esemplificata in sintesi vivida 
ed efficace nel «Salmo dell'anima» che Ippolito riferisce a concIu-

Naasseni, in VetChr. VII, 1970, 115-124). Cfr. Id., Testi gnostici cristiani, cit., 26 sg. 
Cfr. anche K. Priimm, Gnosis an der Wurzel des Christentums?, Salzburg 1972, 433-436. 

15 In questa sede non intendiamo ovviamente affrontare i varii problemi relativi al 
sistema naasseno in quanta tale ne proporre un'analisi complessiva della notizia di 
Ippolito. In proposito, oltre aile varie opere genera Ii sullo gnosticismo, si puo rimandare, 
tra gli studi specifici sui tema, a R. P. Casey, Naassenes and Ophites, in JTS XXVII 1925-
26, 374-387; W. Foerster, Die Naassener, in Studi di storia religiosa della tarda antichitd 
pubblicati dalla Cattedra di Storia delle religioni dell'Universita di Messina, Messina 
1968,21-33; J. Bergman, Kleine Beitriige zum Naassenertraktat, in Proceedings o/the Inter
national Colloquium on Gnosticism, Stockholm August 20-25, 1973, Stockholm 1977, 
74-100 (in particolare 94-97 sui metodo esegetico dei Naasseni). 

16 Per la presenza di un interesse vitalistico assai accentuato in alcuni sistemi gnostici, 
soprattutto in quelli di tipo ofitico a struttura triadica, nei quali il dualismo di fondo 
si compone con quell'interesse configurando una visione totalizzante di tipo monistico, 
si vedano Ie osservazioni di U. Bianchi, Le probteme des origines du gnosticisme, cit., 
513. 
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sione della notizia sui Naasseni,1 7 e svolta nel «Trattato sull'Uomo », 
che il polemista cristiano ampiamente cita e parafrasa, attraverso 
un'esegesi di tradizioni mitiche pagane, oltre che di passi antico- e 
neo-testamentari. Cio non per un gusto sincretistico bensi in ob
bedienza all'assunto fondamentale dell'opera, secondo il quale la verita 
sull'origine del cosmo e dell'uomo soggiace aIle credenze di tutti i 
popoli, nascosta pero ed ignorata dagli stessi porta tori di tali credenze; 
essa e invece chiaramente percepita soltanto dai membri della comunita 
che chiamavano se stessi «gnostici», «affermando di conoscere essi 
soli Ie profondita ».18 Tuttavia, percorrendo il testo riferito da Ippolito, 
e facile accorgersi che il filo conduttore di tutta l'argomentazione e 
costituito da un commento puntuale e continuo del primo dei due brevi 
inni in onore di Attis addotti al termine della notizia, i quali constano 
essenzialmente di una serie di epiteti ed attributi del personaggio di 
cui esaltano la natura multiforme e Ie molteplici prerogative. Esso 
suona: «Sia tu stirpe di Crono, sia stirpe beata di Zeus, / sia della 
grande Rhea, ti saluto, 0 Attis, / nome che fa chinare gli occhi di 
Rhea. / Te gli Assiri chiamano Adone tre volte / desiderato, tutto I 'Egitto 
Osiride, / la sapienza dei Greci Como celeste / della luna, i Samotraci 
Adamma venerabile, / gli Emonii Coribante, / i Frigi ora Padre ora 
cadavere 0 dio 0 sterile / 0 capraio 0 spiga verde mietuta / 0 il suonatore 
di flauto che / la mandorla ferace ha partorito».19 

17 Ref V,IO,2 apud VOlker, op. cit., 26 sg. 
18 Ref V,6,4 ed. Wendland 78,2 sgg. : «E7t!;KaAEcrav i:auTOu~ yvrocrtIKOU~, q>acrKOVtE~ 

~ovO\ to. ~o.eTJ YIVrocrKEIV». 
19 Ref V. 9, 8 apud VOlker, op. cit., p. 25: «EitE Kpovou YEVO~, EitE .1.IO~ ~o.Kap, / 

EitE 'PEa~ ~EyaAa~, XaiPE (<h) to Kat-/TJq>i;~ uKoucr~a 'PEa~ "Attl' cri; Ka-/Aoiicrl ~i;v 

'AcrcrUPIOI tpl1tOeTJtOV "A-/'OroVIV, OATJ B' Aiyu7tto~ "OcrlPIV, E7t-/oupavlov ~TJVO~ KEpa~ 
'EAATJ-/vi~ croq>ia, la~oep~KE~ "A'Oa~va crE-/~acr~lOv, Ai~oVIOI Kopu~avta, Kai / oi 
<I>pUYE~ UnOtE ~i;v na7taV, 7toti; / 'Oi; (au) VEKUV i1 eEOV i1 tOV UKap7tOV i1 / ai7tOAOV, 
i1 XAOEPOV crtaxuv o.~TJ-/eEVta, i1 tOV 7tOAUKap7tO~ EtlKtEV a-/~uy'OaAo~ aVEpa crUPIK
tav ... (AttlV»>. 
La traduzione e quella del Simonetti (op. cit., 49 sg.), modificata in due punti. A 
proposito del nome del personaggio presso i Samotraci il testa di Ippolito reca 'A'6U~ 
che il Bergk, e dopo di lui gli altri editori, hanno emendato in "A'Oa~va, sulla base della 
nota glossa di Esichio. Abbiamo pertanto mantenuto il termine in questa forma emendata, 
sui cui significato verremo pili oltre, piuttosto che in quella di Adamas, adottata dal 
Simonetti in questa luogo. Inoltre, 10 studio so traduce l'etnico Ai~oVIOI nel senso di 
«Traci dell'Emo», seguendo in ciolo stesso testo naasseno che in Ref V, 8, \3 (Volker, 
op. cit., 19) interpreta appunto come 0P~KE~, oi 7tEpi tOV AI~ov OiKOiivtE~ l'indicazione 
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Segue poi un secondo e pili breve inno, egualmente pertinente al 
1toA6~opcpoe; "Arne; : «Cantero Attis figlio di Rhea / non col rimbombo 
di trombe / ne col flauto risonante / dei Cureti dell'Ida, / rna al canto 
caro a Febo / uniro il grido delle cetre : Evoe, Evan; / come Pan come 
Bacco, / come pastore dei bianchi astri» 20. 

Non si tratta di testi liturgici rna piuttosto di composizioni letterarie 
che, come nota Ippolito, erano cantate dai citaredi in teatro 21 secondo 
un uso abbastanza diffuso di cui si posseggono diverse attestazioni. 22 

L'interesse peculiare dei Naasseni per il contesto religioso frigio 
che Ii ha indotti ad utilizzare i due inni ad Attis come fondamentale 
modulo espressivo della propria visione del mondo,23 e ulteriormente 
sottolineato dalla notizia di Ippolito. Questo infatti, dopo aver riferito 
Ie brevi composizioni in cui i Naasseni vedono celati i «grandi misteri» 
del Tutto che il citaredo peraltro ignora,24 pro segue dichiarando che 
«per queste ed altre simili ragioni costoro partecipano ai cosiddetti 
misteri della Gran Madre, ritenendo di comprendere pili profonda
mente, attraverso Ie azioni sacre che cola si compiono, l'intero 
mistero ». 25 

dell'inno. Tuttavia il Nock ritiene erronea tale interpretazione, essendo Ai!loVlOl piuttosto 
designazione delle popolazioni tessale (Korybas o/the Haemonians, in CQ XX, 1926, 41 sg.). 

20 Ref V, 9, 9, apud Volker, op. cit., 25: «"Atnv U!lVT]crro tOV 'PEiT)~, / ou 
KroOcOVroV cruv f30!lf30l~ / oU/)' UUAqJ / 'Iouirov / KoupT]trov / !lUKT)t~, / an' El~ <l>Otf3Eiuv 
!li~ro / !loucruv q>oP!liyyrov' EllO!, / diav, ffi~ nay, ffi~ BUKXEU~, / ffi~ 1tOI!lT] v Af.UKWV ucrtprov ». 
Trad. Simonetti, op. cit., 50. 

2! Ref V, 9, 7 apud Volker, op. cit., 25; trad. Simonetti, op. cit., 49: «Percio 
affermano che neppure gli attori di teatro parlano e agiscono senza un motivo. Cosi, 
allorche la gente si raduna a teatro, entra l'attore rivestito di veste stupenda, intona 
con la cetra e cantando dice i grandi misteri, non sapendo il significato di cio che dice». 

22 Tertulliano, Apol. XV,2 e 5; Ad Nat. 1,44-47; Minucio Felice, Octavius XXII,4 
e XXXVII,12; Arnobio, Adv. Nat. IV,35; V,42 e VII,33; Agostino, De civ. Dei 11,4. 
Giil Nerone, secondo la testimonianza di Cassio Dione (61,20) si sarebbe mostrato sulla 
scena dove «£KI9up<!>OT)crE tE "Atnv nvu 11 BUKXU~». Per il rapporto del culto frigio 
con Ie rappresentazioni sceniche si veda J. M. Pailler, A propos d'un nouvel oscillum de 
Bolsena, in MEFR LXXXI, 1969,627-658. 

23 Come fa notare anche il Wolberg (Griechische religiose Gedichte der ersten nach
christlichen Jahrhimderte, Bd, I, Psalmen und Hymnen der Gnosis und des fruhen Christen
tums, Meisenheim am Glan 1971, 76 sg.), il testo naasseno non dil uno specifico 
commento del secondo inno, sicche non si puo affermare con sicurezza che esso fosse 
utilizzato dagli stessi gnostici ovvero addotto da Ippolito allo scopo di esemplificare 
ulteriormente il tipo di letteratura cui i Naasseni facevano appello. 

24 Cfr. sopra n. 21 : «~Orov tU !lEYUAU !lUcrtT]plU OUK ElOcO~ Ii MYEl». 
2> Ref V,9,IOed. Wendland 100,11-13: «~IU tOUtOU~ KUt tolOUtoU~ A.6you~ ltUPEOPEU-
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Se dun que gli inni accolti dai Naasseni non appartengono ad un 
contesto cultuale, gli gnostici in questione, a dire di Ippolito, posse
devana un'esperienza diretta dei bpmllcVU misterici frigi, nei quali 
ritenevano di trovare esemplificazione e conferma delle profonde verita 
costituenti il patrimonio della loro gnosi salvifica. Tuttavia nessun 
accenno alIa prassi misterica e, piu generalmente, alIa componente 
rituale del culto metroaco appare nel corso delle argomentazioni del 
«Trattato sull'Uomo» che sembrano svolgersi sulla falsariga di un 
commento del primo in no ad Attis, attorno al quale convergono, ad 
approfondire ed articolare il discorso, gli elementi giudaici e cristiani 
e i dati mutuati aIle altre tradizioni religiose pagane. 

II carattere in certo modo paradigmatico che, nella economia gene
rale della dottrina naassena, hanno assunto Ie due brevi compos i
zioni in onore del dio frigio trova giustificazione e fondamento nella 
circostanza che esse propongono gia per loro conto un'immagine 
polivalente e articolata del personaggio. Se il primo inno nelle linee 
conclusive esprime, attraverso un'elencazione piuttosto arida di attributi, 
alcune connotazioni specifiche di Attis, quali sono note dal complesso 
della tradizione mitica che 10 concerne,26 esso, do po aver connesso 
il personaggio, per il tramite di Rhea (la cui identificazione con la 
frigia Cibele e un dato comune nella tradizione), alIa stirpe divina 
greca (Cronos e Zeus),27 propone una serie di identificazioni che 

OUcrlV OtHOl 'Wi<; AqOI!EVOl<; MTp:p0<; I!EYUAll<; I!UO"TllPiol<;, I!UAlO"TU KUeOp~V VOl!i~OVTE<; 
OU} TOJV OPWI!EVWV EKEi TO OAOV I!UO"Ti]pWV». 

26 Sui cui to frigio, oltre l'opera di H. Graillot (Le culte de Cybele Mere des dieux 
a Rome et dans I'Empire romain, Paris 1912), basti qui ricordare la recente messa a 
punto della documentazione e dei problemi interpretativi da parte di M.J. Vermaseren 
(Cybele and Attis. The Myth and the Cult, London 1977). Ci permettiamo inoltre di 
rimandare al nostro Soteriologia e aspetti mistici nel culto di Cibele e A ttis, gia citato, 
in cui abbiamo discusso Ie tesi del Lambrechts e del Colpe a proposito del personaggio 
di Attis e addotto la principale bibliografia sui tema. 

27 La nozione di Attis come figlio di Cronos non trova riscontro nel resto della 
documentazione. Essa potrebbe dipendere dal congiunto riferimento allo schema teo
gonico greco (Rhea sposa di Cronos) e alia assimilazione Rhea-Cibele, essendo qui 
sottolineata, come nel secondo inno, la qualita materna della dea nei confronti di Attis. 
Tale qualita e quella «paterna» di Zeus rimandano alia complessa tradizione mitica 
riferita da Pausania (Descr. VII, 17, 10-12) e da Arnobio (Adv. Nat. V, 5-7 apud 
H. Hepding, Attis, seine My then und sein Kult, Giessen 1903,37-41), secondo la quale la 
terra fecondata dal seme di Zeus da vita all'ermafrodito Agdistis che a sua volta, 
ridotto alia condizione femminile mediante la cruenta mutilazione, fa germogliare dal 
suolo bagnato dal suo sangue un albero carico di forza vitale e fecondante (mandorlo 
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fanno di Attis una figura venerata pres so varii popoli sotto nomi 
diversi rna sostanzialmente unica, pur nelle sue molteplici manifesta
zioni. II secondo inno, molto piu semplice e breve, contempla sol tanto 
l'assimilazione del dio frigio a Dioniso e a Pan e 10 definisce 1tOlJ..lT]V 

AEUKroV acr-rprov, situandolo in una dimensione cosmica e specificamente 
astrale. 

Siamo dunque in presenza di una tradizione tendente a sottolineare 
I'affinita tra alcuni personaggi che, pur appartenendo a contesti culturali 
e religiosi diversi, presentano dei caratteri comuni, tanto da proporsi 
come manifestazioni di un'unica personalita divina. Senza tacciare 
di banale sincretismo siffatta visione "teologica", si notera che i 
personaggi in questione appartengono generalrnente 28 alia categoria 
degli dei «mistici» ovvero propriamente misterici. In essa infatti e 
situabile Adonis, nonostante recenti interpretazioni,29 in quanta tito
lare di un cui to annuale caratterizzato da lutto e lamentazioni per la sua 
dipartita rna anche di letizia per il sicuro ritorno 30 e coinvolto in 

o granata). II frutto di tale albero, posto in seno ad una fanciulla, genera Attis. Costui e in 
definitiva «figlio» di Agdistis, nella quale si puo identificare un'espressione particolare 
della Gran Madre. Per un'analisi di questa mito complesso cfr. G. Sfameni Gasparro, 
op. cit., 53-63. Per aitre possibili giustificazioni del rapporto Attis-Cronos-Zeus si veda 
il commento di Th. Wolberg, op. cit., 64 sg. 

28 L'unica eccezione e Pan, menzionato come equivalente di Attis nel secondo inno. 
La sua presenza si giustifica per i particolari rapporti di tale personaggio con la Gran 
Madre fin dalle fonti di eta c1assica. Cfr. Th. Wolberg, op. cit., 80 sg. e la documentazione 
addotta nel nostro Connotazioni metroache di Demetra nel Coro dell'« Elena» (vv. 1301-
1365), in M.B. de Boer-T.A. Edridge (edd.), Hommages a Maarten J. Vermaseren 
(EPRO 68), Leiden 1978, III, 1158 sg. n. 47. 

29 M. Detienne, Les Jardins d'Adonis. La mythologie des aromates en Grece, Paris 
1972, su cui si vedano Ie recensioni critiche di G. Piccaluga (Adonis e i profumi di un 
certo strutturalismo, in Maia 26, 1974, 33-51) e di P. Leveque (Un nouveau decryptage 
des mythes d'Adonis, in REA LXXIV, 1972, 180-185) alle quali il Detienne ha risposto in 
un articolo dal titolo Le chasseur malheureux, in Quaderni Urbinati di Cultura classica 
XXIV, 1977, 7-26. In esso l'autore, difendendo Ie proprie posizioni, critica a sua volta 
l'interpretazione della Piccaluga, seconda la quale la figura e la mitologia di Adonis 
esprimerebbero una situazione storico-culturale di passaggio da un sistema di vita 
arcaico, fondato sulla caccia e la raccoita, alla pratica dell'agricoltura. Si veda in 
proposito G. Piccaluga, Adonis, i cacciatori falliti e I'avvento de//'agricoltura, in 
B. Gentili-G. Paione (edd.), II mito greco. Atti del Convegno Internazionale (Urbino 
7-12 maggio 1973), Roma 1977, 33-48; Ead., La ventura di amare una divinita, in 
Minutal. Saggi di storia delle reiigioni, Roma 1974,9-35. 

30 Teocrito, 1d. XV, 130-137. Si vedano poi Ie fonti tardive che sottolineano il 
momenta gioioso del rituale e alludono ad una «reviviscenza)) di Adonis (Luciano, De 
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una vicenda dalle indubbie connessioni vegetali, sebbene non sia mai 
divenuto oggetto di un complesso rituale con iniziazione ed esoterismo. 
Nessuna riserva poi sussiste per l'egiziano Osiride, i cui stretti rapporti 
con l'ideologia regale 31 non contraddicono i riferimenti naturistici e 
ctonii della sua complessa vicenda, tradotta in un pattern rituale assai 
specifico, qualificato da mi911 la cui rievocazione gia Erodoto poteva 
percepire come sostanzialmente affine ai IltJO"'ttlPW greci. 32 In eta 
ellenistico-romana, del resto, egli appare, insieme con Iside, titolare 
di veri e proprii misteri. 33 

Quale che sia l'esatto significato storico-religioso della menzione 
di un 'Aball 0 "ADUIlVU in relazione aile credenze di Samotracia, 
l'isola e nota come sede di un antico e venerabile culto misterico 
gravitante attorno ad un gruppo di divinita dai «nomi mistici»,34 
sulla cui identita gia Ie fonti antiche sono discordi, essen do molte e 
varie Ie tradizioni ad esse relative. 35 Oi fatto, 10 hieros logos dei misteri 
era oggetto di segreto iniziatico e IltJO"nKui so no definite Ie 7tpa~El~ 

degli dei. 36 Infine, presso il monte Olimpo, posto ai confini tra la Tessa-

dea Syr. 6; Origene, in Ezech. 8,14; Gerolamo, in Ezech. 8,14; Cirillo di Alessandria, 
In Isaiam 18,1,2. Cfr. P. Lambrechts, La « resurrection» d'Adonis, in AIPO XIII (Melanges 
Isidore Levy) 1955, 1-34; W. Atallah, Adonis dans la liuerature etl'art grecs, Paris 1966; 
G. Roux, Sur deux textes relatifs a Adonis, in RPh, IIIe S., XLI, 1967, 259-264. Sui 
complesso e dibattuto problema delle Adonie ricordiamo qui soltanto, fra gli studi piiI 
recenti, N. Weil, Adoniazousai ou les femmes sur Ie toit, in BCH XC, 1966, 664-698; 
H. Seyrig, Antiquites syriennes. La resurrection d'Adonis et Ie texte de Lucien, in Syria 
XLIX, 1972, pp. 97-100; E. Will, Le rituel des Adonies, in Syria LII, 1975, 93-105; 
B. Soyez, Byblos etlajete des Adonies (EPRO 60), Leiden 1977. 

31 Cfr. H. Frankfort, Kingship and the Gods, Chicago-London 1948 (19696 ), 143-
212. Sulle affinita e differenze tra Ie figure di Tammuz, Adonis e Osiride si veda ibid., 
286-294 e, piiI ampiamente, Id., The Dying God in JWCI XXI, 1958, 141-15!. 

32 Hist. II,171 : «'ta OElKTlAU 'trov 1tu8trov Ai'J'tou VUKn)<; 1tOIEUcn 'ta KUAtoucn J.luO"tT] pm 
AiylJ1t'tlOI». Pur qualificato in sen so mistico per il suo carattere di rievocazione di una 
patetica vicenda divina, l' antico cui to egiziano di Osiride non presentava, come e noto, 
quei tipici eiementi (iniziazione ed esoterismo) che definiscono una struttura misterica. 
Si veda in proposito G. Nagel, Les «mysteres» d'Osiris dons l'ancienne Egypte in ErJb 
XI, 1944, pp. 145-166. 

33 Cfr. Apuleio, Metam. XI,27. 
34 Strabone, Geogr. X,3,2!. 
35 Si veda la raccolta di testimonianze antiche in N. Lewis, Samothrace, I, The 

Ancient Literary Sources, New York 1958. 
36 Strabone, Geogr. X,3,19. Su un «discorso sacro» sull'Hermes di Samotracia, 

svelato sol tanto agJi iniziati, si veda gia Erodoto, Hist. II,5!. 
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glia e la Macedonia, per attestazione di Clemente Alessandrino 37 
e Firmico Materno,38 era localizzato il culto di un Cabiro-Coribante 
fondato su una vicenda drammatica di morte e caratterizzato da 
significative connessioni vegetali. 39 

L'appellativo di E7tOUpavtOv J..LTlVOC; Ktpac; che la «sapienza dei Greci» 
attribuirebbe al personaggio e l'invocazione a lui Quale «pastore degli 
astri lucenti» del secondo inno frigio rimandano piuttosto a quelle 
connotazioni cosmiche ed astrali che la figura di Attis assume a partire 
dal II sec. d. Cr. A quest'epoca di fatto, e forse precisamente ad eta 
adrianea come vuole il Wilamowitz,40 sembrano attribuibili Ie due 
brevi composizioni utilizzate dai Naasseni; per questi ultimi, d'altra 
parte, l'unico sicuro riferimento cronologico e costituito, Quale ter
minus ante quem, da Ippolito stesso. 

La pertinenza degli attributi astrali del personaggio alIa sua stessa 
dimensione religiosa e cultuale, oltre che alIa sf era speculativa delle 
esegesi dotte e misteriosofiche, gia nell'epoca in questione e con
fermata da altri documenti che parimenti attestano quella tendenza 
ad assimilare 0 almena avvicinare Attis ad alcuni «dei mistici», 
vigorosamente affermata nei due inni in esame. In proposito si ricor
dera la ben nota statua dell'Attideion ostiense che, datata solitamente 
ad eta adrianea,41 ci da un'immagine del giovane pastore frigio in 
cui i riferimenti naturistici e vegetali (fiori, frutta, spighe) si inseriscono 
in un'ampia prospettiva cosmosofica per la Quale Attis, col capo adorno 
dai raggi solari e dalla mezzaluna, assurge a potenza universale. 

37 Protr. 2,19,1 apud N. Turchi, Fontes Historiae Mysteriorum Aevi Hellenistici, 
Roma 1930, n° 173, p. III sg. 

38 De err. prof reI. II apud Turchi, Fontes n° 177, p. 113 sg. : ({ in sacris Corybantum 
parricidium colitur: nam unus frater a duobus interemptus est et ne quod indicium necem 
fraternae mortis aperiret, sub radicibus Olympi mantis a parricidis fratribus consecratur. 
hunc eundem Macedonum colit stulta persuasio: hie est Cabirus, cui Thessalonicenses 
quondam cruento are, cruentis manibus supplicabant». 

39 Clemente Alessandrino, loc. cit.: dal sangue del Coribante ucciso ha origine il 
prezzemolo. 

40 Art. cit., 329. L'Asia Minore sarebbe la loro patria di origine. 
41 crr. J. Leipoldt, Eine romische Attisfigur, in ArrEAOr II, 1926, 51 sg. e fig.; 

F. Cumont, Les religions orientales dans Ie paganisme romain, Paris 19294 , PI. IV,I; 
R. Calza, Sculture rinvenute nel santuario, in MemPontAcc VI, 1942, 216 sg. nO 8, fig. 17; 
M. Floriani Squarciapino, I culti orientali ad Ostia (EPRO 3), Leiden 1962, 10; 
M.J. Vermaseren, The Legend of Attis in Greek and Roman Art (EPRO 9), Leiden 
1966,35 sg., PI. XXI,3; Id., Cybele and Attis, cit., fig. 44. 
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L'aspetto specificamente lunare di Attis e ancora evocato dal sim
bolismo di un cippo proveniente dall'Isola sacra, adorno di un ber
retto frigio sormontato da mezzaluna estella tra due fiaccole. 42 

Alcune monete da Pessinunte alludono ad un'interpretazione astrale 
del personaggio attraverso il simbolismo della stella che ne accompagna 
l'immagine; 43 pari simbolismo ricorre in alcuni esemplari da Cizico, 
che ci danno una significativa raffigurazione di Attis, verisimilmente 
connessa con una statua di culto e una relativa prassi rituale.44 

Sulla stessa linea ideologica si situa la complessa raffigurazione, 
di ampio respiro cosmico, della famosa patera argentea di Para
biago,45 attribuibile ad eta antonina, parimenti significativa ai nostri 
fini in quanta espressione della continuita di una tradizione interpre
tativa del complesso religioso metroaco che trovera negli au tori neo
platonici la formulazione pill sistematica ed articolata, rna che risulta 
egualmente accessibile alIa cerchia pill ampia cui si rivolgono i monu
menti figurati. 

Quanto alIa tendenza a sottolineare Ie strette affinita tipologiche 
fra Attis e altri personaggi divini, talora espressa in una formale 
identificazione, si ricordera che l'assimilazione con Dioniso e gia 
proposta da Clemente Alessandrino, in rapporto al motivo della morte 
cruenta e della mutilazione cui entrambi soggiacciono,46 e nota ad 
altre fonti pill tarde 47 mentre sussiste un'antica e assai ricca tradi-

42 F. Cumont, Recherches sur Ie symbolisme funeraire des Romains, Paris 1942, 
207 sg. e fig. 38; M. Floriani Squarciapino, op. cit., 10 n. 2 e Tav. IV. 

43 H. Von Fritze, Der Attiskult in Kyzikos, in Nomisma IV, 1909,36 n. 3 Taf. III, 12 
(= Imhoof-Blumer, Griech. Miinzen, 226 n° 748 sgg., Taf. XIII, 7 ivi cit.). Cfr. B. V. Head, 
Historia Numorum, Oxford 1911, 748; H. Graillot, op. cit., 212 n. 5. 

44 H. von Fritze, art. cit., 33-42 Taf. III. 
45 A. Levi, La patera d'argento di Parabiago, Roma 1935; C. Albizzati, La lanx 

di Parabiago e i testi orfici, in Athenaeum, N.S. XV, 1937, 187-198; M.J. Vermaseren, 
The Legend of Attis, 27 sg. e PI. XVII. Si puo ricordare che un'analoga raffigurazione 
appare anche in quei Cotorniati nei quali opportunamente 10 Alfi:ildi ha individuato uno 
strumento di propaganda religiosa da parte dell'aristocrazia pagana del IV sec. (Die 
Kotorniaten. Ein verkanntes Propagandmittel der Stadtromischen Heidnischen Aristokratie 
in ihrem Kampfe gegen das christliche Kaisertum, Leipzig 1943, 107 n° 36; n° 37; PI. VII, 
II, IX,3 e XV,7). Cio mostra il perdurare della tradizione teologica che situa in un'ampia 
prospettiva cosmosofica i personaggi del culto frigio. 

46 Protr. II,19,4. 
47 Si veda, ad esempio, Schol. Luciani Juppiter tragoedus, 8 ed. Jacobitz IV,173 apud 

H. Hepding, op. cit., 28: «'tov "A't'tlv OE oi <l>PUYE<; crE~OV'tat 'tov ulJ'tov ov'tU 'tiii 
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zione che accosta Dioniso, talora assimilato a Sabazio, alla gran Madre 
frigia. 48 

L'equivalenza Attis, Adonis, Dioniso e talora anche Osiride appare 
ancora in autori assai tardivi; 49 la sua presenza negli inni noti ai 
Naasseni mostra perc' la relativa antichita di una tradizione siffatta. 
L'accostamento del dio lunare Men ad Attis e alla Gran Madre 
ricorre nel proemio degli Inni orfici; 50 l'appellativo di Menotyrannos 
che il dio frigio riceve in alcune iscrizioni tauroboliche romane,51 
rivelando l'avvenuta identificazione fra i due personaggi, rappresenta 
l'ultimo esito di quella progressiva trasformazione di Attis in potenza 
astrale e cosmica che appare gia decisamente avviata nel II sec.d.Cr. 

11 rapporto di Attis con il mondo religioso di Samotracia puc, ri
tenersi conseguenza della nota tradizione che identifica Cibele con 
la grande dea titolare, insieme con altri personaggi, dei venerandi 
misteri dell'isola. 52 Ad essa si ricollega Luciano quando presenta il 
personaggio come propagatore del culto orgiastico di Rhea a Samo-

AlOVUcrcp». Etym. Magnum, 163,54, ibid., 76: «'AtTK 6 A10VUcrOS E1tl8EtlKOOS»; At~E1S 
PlltOplKai ed. I. Bekker, Anecd. Graec. I, 207, ibid., 76. Cfr. F. G. Schneidewin, art. cit., 
265. Una statuetta di Attis con attributi dionisiaci proviene dal Metroon ostiense 
(R. Calza, art. cit., 218 n° II sg., fig. 20; Cfr. M.J. Vermaseren, The Legend of Allis, 
30 e PI. XVIII,I), che in pari tempo ha dato un'immagine di Dioniso (R. Calza, art. 
cit., 219 sg. n° 12 fig. 21). Per la frequente connessione e talora identificazione fra i due 
personaggi si veda Ch. Picard, Dionysos-Pais et Attis enfant, in Archaiologike Ephemeris 
1953/54 (Eis mnemen G. M. Oikonomou, I), 1955, 1-8. 

48 Cfr. G. Sfameni Gasparro, Connotazioni metroaehe di Demetra, cit., 160-165. 
49 Si veda il responso oracolare dato ai Rodiesi, quale e riferito da Socrate (Hist. 

Eccl. III,23 apud Hepding, op. cit., 71 sg.: «' Attlv IAUcrKEcr8at, 8EOV ~Eyav, ayvov 
., ASroV1V, / EuBlOV, oAB100ropOV, Eii1tAOKa~Ov A10VUcrOV». In Marziano Capella (De 
nuptiis Philo!. et Mere. 11,191 sg., ibid., 64) e nell'Inno ad Helios di Prodo (vv. 24-26, ibid., 
73) I'accostamento di Attis ad altri personaggi divini, tra cui Adonis, Dioniso e Osiride, 
e fatto nel contesto di quella «teologia solare» che reca gift il segno della interpretatio 
neoplatonica di cui Giuliano, Sallustio e Macrobio ci danno l'esemplificazione pill ampia. 

50 Hymn. Proem. v. 40 ed. G. Quandt, Orphei Hymni, Berlin 1941,2: «MllTEpa 
t' a8avutrov, "AttlV Kat Miiva K1KAT)crKro». Per il rapporto di Attis con Men cfr. 
H. Graillot, op. cit., 208-210. 

51 IGSI913 apud H. Hepding, op. cit., 82 n° 14; CIL VI,499-501, ibid. 86 sg., nn. 28-30; 
CIL VI,508, ibid. 89 n° 36; CIL 511-512, ibid. 89 sg. nn. 38-39. Cfr. R. Duthoy, The 
Taurobolium. Its Evolution and Terminology (EPRO 10), Leiden 1969, 14 sg. nn. 13-14; 
17 n° 21; 19 sg. nn. 24-25. L'attributo di «invitto» che in uno di tali altari qualifica Attis 
sottolinea l'elevatezza e la dimensione cosmica del personaggio. 

52 Cfr. F. Chapouthier, Les Dioscures au service d'une deesse, Paris 1935, 153-184; 
H. Hemberg, Die Kabiren, Uppsala 1950,49-131 e passim. 
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tracia, oltre che in Lidia e in Frigia. 53 Se la correzione testuale di 
'AMIl in "' A8uIlVU del nome del personaggio presso i Samotraci, 
proposta dal Bergk e comunemente accolta dagli editori, e esatta, 
l'inno in esame ci darebbe I'originario appellativo frigio di Attis, 
equivalente al greco <piAov, secondo l'attestazione di Esichio. Questo 
infatti, stabilita I'equivalenza u8UIlV£lV-<PlA€iv, dichiara che i Frigi 
«tOV <piAov 'AMIlVU AEYOUOW».54 La pertinenzadi tale termine 
all'ambiente religioso frigio, d'altra parte, pare confermata da un'iscri
zione relativa al santuario di Agdistis a Ramnunte, che reca, forse 
come titolo sacerdotale, il nome uMIlIlU. 55 

In conclusione, il complesso frigio con cui i Naasseni vennero in 
contatto pare caratterizzato, almeno in uno dei suoi livelli di espressivita 
religiosa, da un interesse abbastanza vivace per una sorta di IlU(HIK1l 
8€OKpucriu 56 e per una «teologia» cosmica, percepibile nelle valenze 
lunari e piu ampiamente astrali attribuite ad Attis. Entrambi questi 
elementi giustificano l'attenzione con la quale la comunita gnostica 
si e rivolta a quel complesso religioso in cui potevano trovare opportuna 
esemplificazione i due presupposti fondamentali della dottrina naassena, 
ossia l'affermazione della sostanziale affinita delle pur apparentemente 
diverse tradizioni religiose, in quanta portatrici di un'unica verita 
nascosta, individuabile solo alia luce della superiore yvfficrt~ da essi 
soli posseduta, e la nozione della decisiva attivita demiurgica di una 

53 De dea Syr. 15: «" AnT]~ of; YEVOC; !If;V A\Joo~ !'iv, ltpOl'tOC; of; ta OpylU ta EC; 
PET]V f;OlOUc,atO. Kai ta <t>pUYE~ Kai A\Jooi Kai ra!l69p<;tKEC; EltltEAOUcnV, "'AnEw 
It!lvta E!la90v». 

54 G. Volgraff ha interpretato alia luce di questa glossa di Esichio un'iscrizione 
greca che menziona uno lEPEWC; MT]tpoC; 9EroV Kai "AyaltT]tOu (IG 111,1062,9 sg.), dove 
"AyaltT]t6c; appare con ogni verisimiglianza trascrizione del frigio "Aou!lva, nel senso 
appunto di «amato» (De voce thracia A~AnTAlr, in Mnemosyne, N.S. XLIX, 1927, 
286-294). 

55 K.A. Rhomaios, in 'EAAT]V1KU I, 1928, 233-243; P. Roussel, Un sanctuaire 
d'Agdistis a Rhamnonte, in REA XXXII, 1930, 5-8. Sui mo1teplici aspetti del problema 
linguistico posto dal termine Adamma quale ricorre nella lista degli dei di Comana 
efr. W. Fauth, Adamma Kubaba, in Glotta XLV (1967), 129-148. Si veda anche 
D. M. Cosi, Adamma: un problema e qualche proposta, in Atti e Mem. Ace. Patavina 
di Sc. Lett. Arti LXXXVIII, 1975-76, Parte III, CI. Sc. morali, 149-156. 

56 Cosi Damascio (Vita lsidori fr. 174 ed. Zintzen 147) definisce I'identificazione 
Adonis-Osiride, la quale peraltro ha dietro di sf: una tradizione abba stanza ricca, 
fondata sulle analogie dei due culti. Cfr. in proposito Fr. R. De Vaux, Sur quelques 
rapports entre Adonis et Osiris in RB XLII, 1933, 31-56. 
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potenza divina, anima trice di tutta la realta e coinvolta drammati
camente nella vicenda cosmica. 

La corretta valutazione della parte che nel processo di formazione 
dell'anticosmismo gnostico puC> aver assolto una meditazione sui valori 
religiosi espressi dai culti mistici pagani travalica i limiti di questa 
indagine: essa richiede infatti un'analisi ampia della gnosticismo, 
considerato nell'insieme delle sue molteplici manifestazioni e nell'equi
librio instabile, 0 variamente graduato nei diversi contesti, dei numerosi 
dati che intervengono a comporre questo quadro, soprattutto giudaici 
e cristiani. Senza dunque cadere nel semplicistico gioco degli «influssi» 
e delle «fonti», e avvertiti che l'utilizzazione di materiale pagano, 
riscontrabile in varia misura, oltre che pres so i Naasseni, pres so altri 
gruppi gnostici noti ai polemisti ortodossi 57 e negli stessi testi di 
Nag Hammadi,58 esula largamente dal riferimento a quei culti, non 
si manchera tuttavia di notare, col Bianchi,59 I'interesse che ai fini 

57 Si tratta, come e noto, soprattutto delle comunita «ofitiche» di cui da notizia 
Ippolito, quali i Perati (Ref V,12-18), i Sethiani (ibid., 19-22) e 10 gnostico Giustino, 
autore di un Libro di Baruch in cui dati biblici antico- e neo-testamentari si intrecciano 
ad eiementi mutuati alia mitologia pagana (ibid., 24-27). Per la probabile presenza di 
dati orfici nella mitologia sethiana cfr. M. Marcovich, Phanes, Phicola and the Sethians 
in JTS XXV, 1974, 447-451. 

58 Si vedano in proposito Ie rassegne di C. Colpe (Heidnische, Jiidische und Christ
liche Oberlie!erung in den Schriften aus Nag Hammadi I-VII, in JAC 15, 1972-21, 1978 e 
in particolare ibid. 18, 1975, 153-158). Cfr. anche A. B6hlig, Die griechische Schule und 
die Bibliothek von Nlfg Hammadi in A. B6hlig-F. Wisse, Zum llellenismus in den 
Schriften von Nag Hammadi (G6tt. Orientforschungen, VI Reihe: Hellenistica, Bd. 2), 
Wiesbaden 1975, 9-53. La presenza di tradizioni pagane e particolarmente rilevante 
nel cosiddetto Trattato senza titolo (0 «Sull'origine del mondo»), per il quale cfr. 
M. Tardieu, Trois mythes gnostiques. Adam, Eros et les animaux d'Egypte dans un 
ecrit de Nag Hammadi (11,5), Paris 1974; G. Filoramo, Aspetti del dualismo gnostico. 
Mito, manifestazione e rivelazione nella Scritto senza titolo del Codice gnostico II di 
Nag Hammadi in MemAccScTorino, S. V,II, 1978, 264-275. Si puo ancora ricordare 
I 'utilizzazione di personaggi e vicende dell' epopea omerica (Ulisse, Elena), quali « figure» 
della situazione dell'anima decaduta, nell'Esegesi dell'anima (M. Scopello, Les citations 
d'Homere dans Ie traite de l'Exegese de l'ame, in M. Krause (ed.), Gnosis and Gnosticism, 
Leiden 1977, 3-12). 

59 Oltre i contributi al Colloquio di Messina su Le origini della gnosticismo (Le 
probleme des origines du gnosticisme, 1-27; Perspectives de la recherche sur les origines 
du gnosticisme, 716-746), ora ristampati in Selected Essays on Gnosticism, Dualism and 
Mysteriosophy, Leiden 1978, 237-294, si veda Le gnosticisme: Concept, Terminologie, 
Origine!f., Delimitation in B. Aland (ed.), Gnosis. Festschrift flir Hans Jonas, G6ttingen 
1978, 33-64. 
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della problematica delle «origini della gnosticismo» presenta questa 
riferimento. 

I culti mistici pagani, con Ie loro divinita morte 0 «morenti », a 
vario titolo connesse con la sfera della fecondita umana, animale 
e ctonia cui esse per un verso offrono garanzia e sostegno risultando 
per l'altro come sopraffatte dal ciclo di presenza-assenza che quella 
strutturalmente richiede, potevano offrire argomento ed occasione 
ad una riflessione religiosa interessata al problema della presenza divina 
nel cosmo. Di fatto il pensiero gnostico, primariamente attento alla 
tematica antropologica e fondato suI presupposto dell'origine divina 
dell'anima e della negativita ontologica della materia, ha operato un 
ribaltamento dei valori espressi in quei culti, inferizzando il ciclo 
cosmico e la vicenda della vita divina nel livello materiale, per pro
clamare la necessita di una liberazione definitiva della so stanza divina, 
intesa come decaduta in esso e imprigionata. 

Nonostante questa ribaltamento di valori e di prospettiva, tuttavia, 
l'idea che la vita e l'ordine cosmici, pur nella loro condizione di 
scadimento 0 di decisa negativita, hanno fondamento e scaturigine in 
una so stanza divina nascostamente presente nella materia, anche nei 
suoi livelli pill bassi, e peraltro un indizio significativo di una certa 
continuita tra i due contesti ideologici. 

I Naasseni, dopo aver riferito Ie tradizioni dei diversi popoli relative 
all'origine dell'uomo, proclamano il dogma fondamentale del proprio 
credo, ossia l'idea della presenza nell'uomo di un elemento divino, 
l'anima, la quale sussiste in stato di sofferenza e di K6A.acrt~ nel corpo 
ed e «immagine» dell'Anthropos sommo, Adamas. 60 Quindi, consape
voli che «ogni natura ... aspira in un modo 0 nell'altro ad un'anima»,61 
esemplificano questo assunto fondamentale (do po la citazione di Phil. 
2,10 che menziona Ie tre categorie di esseri, celesti, terrestri e sotterranei) 
evocando il mito di Adone, amato insieme da Afrodite e da Persefone 
e, in quanto identificato con Endimione, desiderato da Selene.62 

60 Ref V,7,2-8 apud Volker, op. cit., II sg.; trad. Simonetti 29 sg. 
61 Ref V,7,IO, ibid., 12; trad. Simonetti, 31. Essi di fatto ritengono che «I'anima e 

causa di tutte Ie case che nascono : infatti tutto cia che si nutrisce e ere see ha bisogno 
di anima. Nulla infatti ha possibilita di nutrirsi e crescere se non c'e anima. Anche 
Ie pietre, essi affermano, sono animate». 

62 Ref V,7,11-12, ibid., 12 sg. 
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La prima dea e allora intesa come immagine della sf era della y{;V£crli; 
terrena mentre la seconda e piuttosto «un'anima mortale che si e 
allontanata dalle generazioni di Afrodite. Allorche Selene desidera 
Endimione e s'innamora del suo aspetto, e la creazione degli esseri 
superiori che ha bisogno anch'essa di anima».63 

Interviene qui il riferimento al mito di Attis e precisamente al 
tema della sua mutilazione, centrale nella cosiddetta «versione frigia» 
del mito. Tuttavia, mentre il rapporto di Adone-Endimione con Ie tre 
dee menzionate era visto in funzione della discesa del principio divino 
nei tre livelli cosmici (terreno, infero, celeste) per apportare ad essi 
la vita, la vicenda di Attis e piuttosto immagine della liberazione di 
quel principio dal cicio cosmico e del suo ritorno al mondo superiore 
cui appartiene : «Se poi la Madre degli dei mutila Attis pur avendolo 
per amante, cio significa che la beata natura superiore degli esseri 
sopramondani ed eterni chiama a se la potenza maschile dell'anima ... 
La mutilazione di Attis significa che egli fu separato dalle parti terrene 
e basse della creazione, e fu trasferito in alto all'essenza eterna, dove 
non c'e ne femmina ne maschio rna nuova creazione, uomo nuovo che 
e androgino».64 

L'esegesi naassena dei personaggi del mito frigio instaura uno schema 
ideologico sostanzialmente analogo a quello che pili tardi sara adottato 
dai neoplatonici Giuliano e Sallustio. Infatti, a differenza delle figure 
femminili connesse con Adone-Endimione, Ie quali sono assimilate 
alla natura infra-cosmica nei suoi varii livelli e pertanto coinvolte 
nel generale deprezzamento dei valori mondani tipico della visione 
naassena, la natura e funzione della Madre degli dei, come nell'esegesi 
neoplatonica degli autori citati, sono presentate in luce del tutto 
positiva. Si tratta infatti della 'tOlY tJ1t£PKocrlliffiV ... Kat alffiviffiv aVffi 
llaKapia <pOcrt~, la quale sottrae al fluire della y{;v£crt~ la potenza divina 
demiurgica. Il tema mitico della mutilazione parimenti e interpre-

63 Trad. Simonetti, 31. 
64 Ref V,7,13-IS, ibid., 13: «wv oE, <PTJcriv, " 1l,,'tTJP 'trov 9EroV U1tOKOljIlJ 'tov 

• AnlV Kat aim,! wuwv Exoucra i:ProIlEvoV, " 'trov lJ1tEPKocrllioN, <PTJcri, Kai alrovirov 
uvro llaKapia <pUate; 'tT)V UPPTJVIKT)V ouvalllV 'tfie; ljIuxfie; uvaKaAEi'tU1 1tpOe; alJ1:11v ... 
U1tEK01tTJ yap, <PTJcriv, 6 • A'tne;, WUt Ecrnv U1tO 'trov X01KroV 'tfie; K'ticr£roe; Ka'tro9EV 
IlEProv <tXropicr9TJ), Kat E1ti 'tT)V alroviav uvro IlHEA"AU9EV oucriav, 01tOU, <PTJcriv, OUK 
Ecrnv oihE 9fiAu OU'tE iipcrEV, UAAU KUlVT) K'tiate;,» KatVoe; iiv9pro1toe; «, ,oe; i:crnv upcrEVO-
9TJAUe; ». 
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tato come necessario distacco dai XOlKU e ricostituzione della primitiva 
natura androgina dell' Anthropos, segno della sua totalita e perfezione, 
immagine della perfezione (egualmente espressa attraverso il tema della 
androginia) del Primo Vomo. 

Ne risulta che la Grande Dea frigia e di fatto equiparata al sommo 
principio del sistema triadico naasseno, mentre Attis, coIto nel momen
to piu drammatico della sua vicenda, diventa figura dell'anima divina 
che, eliminata la componente femminile proclive alIa generazione e ten
dente verso la natura materiale, viene ricondotta interamente alIa 
app£vlKtl OUVUI-W;, che viene poi a qualificarsi come trascendenza 
della distinzione dei sessi, la quale e considerata segno di inferiorita 
e di separazione. 

Segue un'ampia illustrazione del tema sopra enunciato (ripartizione 
triadica del Tutto, presenza nascosta nel cosmo del principio divino 
intermedio) mediante l'utilizzazione di testi antico-e neo-testamentari 
e insieme di tradizioni mitiche pagane, soprattutto egiziane e greche. 65 

II riferimento al mito e al culto di Osiride stabilisce, dopo la men
zione di Adonis ed Attis, un ulteriore collegamento con l'inno frigio 
che, come si e visto, presenta i tre personaggi come parallele mani
festazioni di un'unica personal ita divina. Tuttavia, a partire da Ref 
V,8,4, il commento naasseno, pur persistendo nella tipica tecnica 
esegetica che intreccia e fonde intimamente citazioni bibliche e dati 
mitici e rituali pagani, si svolge sino alIa fine sulla falsariga deil'inno 
ad Attis, del quale chiosa ordinatamente Ie successive affermazioni. 

Cosi, ribadito il concetto della presenza nascosta dell'Anthropos 
divino in ciascun uomo, adduce la definizione di lui come btoupuvtoV 
j.tT]VOC; KEPUC; data dai Greci e l'interpreta, per assonanza linguistica, 
nel senso che egli «ha mescolato e confuso tutte Ie cose insieme».66 
Segue l'appello al «grande e ineffabile mistero dei Samotraci», in cui 
sarebbe arcanamente espressa la dottrina dell'Anthropos. Infatti essi 
«tramandano chiaramente nei misteri celebrati presso di loro che 
quell'Adamo e l'uomo primigenio»,67 mentre Ie immagini itifalliche 

6' Ref V,7,16-8,4, ibid., 13-17; trad. Simonetti, 32-39. 
66 Ref V,8,4, ibid., 17: «Ott KU1:U~t~IXE Kui KUKtPUKE 1tUVTU 1tUCH». 

67 Ref V,8,9, ibid., 18; trad. Simonetti, 40. Si notera la menzione, a proposito dei 
misteri di Samotracia, di un 'A&a~ che chiaramente richiama il verso dell'inno sopra 
discusso, dove il termine e stato emendato dagli editori in v Aou~vu. Nessuno tuttavia 
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paste dinnanzi al tempio sarebbero, come I'Hermes di Cillene e i simboli 
fallici nel cuI to di Osiride, figura della potenza genera trice e demiurgica 
dell'essere divino disceso nel cosmo. 

La designazione del personaggio divino come Coribante da parte dei 
«Traci dell'Emo» e degli stessi Frigi, da occasione a complesse con
siderazioni sulla misteriosa presenza dell'Anthropos nella struttura 
fisica dell'uomo,68 mentre l'appellativo frigio di nCL1tUC; e interpretato 
in rapporto alla sua funzione ordinatrice e pacificatrice nel livello 
inferiore, per sua natura disordinato e confuso. 69 

I successivi epiteti elencati nell'inno, ciascuno dei quali illustra un 
aspetto specifico della personal ita di Attis, tipicamente ambivalente 
nella sua qual ita di «dio morto», situato in una condizione in cui 
sussistono i segni della fecondita piu vivace e produttiva e insieme 
della piu cruda sterilita,70 danno occasione all'esegeta naasseno di 
ribadire in maniera efficace la propria dottrina relativa alla presenza 
egualmente ambivalente dell'Anthropos nella materia, fonte di vita 
per quesfultima rna per il personaggio divino causa di sofferenza e 
prigionia, qualificabile come una vera e propria morte. Cosi, I'Domo 

ha proposto pari emendamento in questo luogo del trattato naasseno, che senza 
dubbio si ricollega direttamente a quel verso. 

68 Ref V,8.13, ibid. 19; trad. Simonetti, 41. 
69 Ret: V,8,22, ibid. 20; trad. Simonetti, 43: «Questo stesso i Frigi chiamano anche 

Padre (nU1tU~), poiche ha fatto cessare (E1tUUcrEV) il movimento senza ordine e misura 
con cui si agitavano tutte Ie cose prima della sua manifestazione». Emerge qui il tema, 
presehte all'interno dello gnosticismo rna no to anche ad altri ambienti religiosi, della 
richiesta di aiuto che, in particolari momenti di crisi, si leva dal mondo inferiore e 
sollecita un intervento. salvi fico da parte della divinita somma. Cfr. in proposito G. 
Sfameni Gasparro, L'invocazione dal basso: il disordine del mondo e if grido dei perse
guitati, in Studi di storia religiosa della tarda antichita. cit., 93-107. Sui nome di Papas 
dato ad Attis nelle tradizioni anatoliche, il quale implica assimilazione del personaggio 
ad una divinita celeste con caratteri paterni, identificata dai Greci con Zeus, si veda 
Diodoro Siculo Bibl. hist. III,58,4 (apud H. Hepding, op. cit., 16); Arriano, 
FGrHist. 156 F 22 (Eustathius in Hom. II. E 408, ibid., 77); Michele Psello, 1tEpi .rov 
OVOflU.OlV .rov Ol1crov (ed. Boissonade 109, ibid., 77). Un'iscrizione da Aquileia reca 
la dedica Atte Papa (elL V,766, ibid., 86 nO 26). Cfr. A. B. Cook, Zeus, A Study in 
Ancient Religion, Cambridge 1925, n,l, 292-294; Th. Wolbergs, op. cit., 72. 

70 Oltre che dai particolari mitici relativi aile modal ita della nascita di Attis (ved. 
sopra n. 27), Ie connessioni del personaggio con la sfera della fecondita sono espresse 
dalle circostanze della morte, avvenuta sotto un albero di pine mentre dal sangue 
versa to sulla terra nascono Ie viole (Arnobio, adv. Nat. V,7 apud H. Hepding, op. cit., 
40). II culto egualmente sottolinea tali connessioni nel trattamento rituale del pino, 
in quanta figura di Attis. 
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pneumatico celato in ciascun uomo e «cadavere; in quanto sepolto nel 
corpo come in sepolcro e tomba »,71 rna e anche eeOC; poiche sara 
trasformato ritornando al suo livello divino. 7 2 

L'attributo di UKUp1tOC; riguarda il movimento verso il basso della 
sostanza pneumatica, discesa nella materia ed operante la creazione,7 3 

rna in pari tempo essa, che tutto volge e trasforma in incessante 
movimento,74 e carica di straordinaria forza vitale e produttiva (1toA6-
KUp1tOC;),75 operando per la salvezza degli gnostici. 

L'appellativo di «spiga verde mietuta» pare rivelare un influsso 
eleusino nell'ideologia religiosa frigia, la quale nella comune tradizione 
collega Attis, piuttosto che con i cereali, con la vegetazione florescente 
ed arborescente; 76 tale appellativo, che ribadisce l'ambivalenza intrin
seca del personaggio del mito pagano, il quale inclina verso la sterilita 
e la morte quando l'arco della sua vicenda e giunto nella fase della 
potenzialita piu vivace e promettente rna non ancora realizzata, di 
fatto e esemplificato dall'esegeta naasseno con ampi riferimenti alIa 
prassi misterica eleusina. 77 

Infine, la menzione della «mandorla» che ha generato Attis, il «suo
natore di flauto», la quale allude alIa complessa vicenda mitica narrata 
nelle versione frigia, induce il commentatore gnostico a riproporre il 
tema dei rapporti tra il primo e il secondo principio, da quello misterio
samente prodotto come «figlio» e destinato, dalla sua funzione mediale, 
alIa discesa verso la materia e la generazione; ad essa pero segue la 
liberazionee il ritorno al Padre, di cui e segno la salvezza degli spirituali. 78 

71 Ref V,8,22 apud Volker, op. cit., 20; trad. Simonetti, 43. 
72 Ref V,8,24, ibid. 20; trad. Simonetti, 44. 
73 Ref V,8,31, ibid. 21; trad. Simonetti, 45. 
74 In tal senso l'autore naasseno spiega l'attributo di Ui1t6AO~ (<<capraio») che 

definisce la qualita pastorale di Attis nella tradizione mitica che 10 riguarda (Ref 
V,8,34 sg., ibid. 22; trad. Simonetti, 45 sg.). 

75 L'esegeta naasseno ha qui opera to un intervento sui dati offerti dall'inno, separando 
l'attributo di 1tOAUKUp1tO<; dal suo contesto, che 10 riferiva alia «mandorla» da cui 
Attis ha avuto origine, e attribuendolo ad Attis medesimo. Tale trasposizione rivela 
chiaramente l'interesse speciale dell'autore gnostico per l'opposizione sterilita-fecondita 
che caratterizza la funzione demiurgica dell'Anthropos divino. 

76 Soltanto Firmico Materno, nel contesto di un'interpretazione «fisica» del mito 
e del culto frigio, mentre pone l'equivalenza Gran Madre-Terra, afferma il rapporto 
di Attis con Ie fruges (De err. prof rei. 3 apud H. Hepding, op. cit., 47 sg.). 

77 Ref V,8,39-43 apud Volker, op. cit., 22 sg.; trad. Simonetti, 46 sg. 
78 Ref V,9,1-6 ibid., 24 sg.; trad. Simonetti, 48 sg. 
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L'interpretazione naassena delI'inno ad Attis si e rivelata interamente 
orientata alIa dimostrazione di quegli assunti fondamentali in cui, con 
Ie caratteristiche peculiari del contesto religioso in questione, si esprime 
la sua qualite specificamente gnostica. La dottrina dell'Anthropos 
elaborata nel Trattato riflette i presupposti tipici del dualismo anti
somatico ed anticosmico della gnosticismo, ai quali so no piegati i 
ricchi materiali, biblici e pagani, addotti al fine di dimostrare una 
tesi chiaramente formulata. L'attenzione rivolta in maniera privilegiata 
al cui to frigio, oltre che dalle motivazioni gia illustrate, puo forse 
scaturire da una particolare situazione storica e culturale se, come 
vogliono alcuni studiosi, si tratta di una comunita gnostica fiorita in 
Asia Minore. 79 Non ci pare tuttavia sufficientemente fondata l'opinione 
di quanti ritengono di poter attribuire ad ambiente metroaco la dottrina 
dell' Anthropos qui formulata,80 avendo gli stessi fedeli di Attis inter
pretato Ie vicende del personaggio in chiave antroposofica. Gia 10 
Schenke obietto a siffatta interpretazione che, a dire degli stessi Naasseni, 
il citareda non comprendeva i «grandi misteri» celati nell'inno da lui 
declamato sulla scena, essendo nascosta a lui, come ai comuni ascolta
tori, la verita celata sotto Ie apparenze del mito.81 Nessun indizio, 
nella documentazione contemporanea pertinente al culto metroaco, 
inoltre, permette di sospettare che all'interno di esso fosse presente una 
dottrina antropologica del tipo formulato dal gruppo naasseno. 
Quest'ultimo si situa nel panorama gnostico, nel quale si distingue 
per la particolare apertura nei confronti delle tradizioni pagane e la 
speciale attenzione per Ie tematiche vitalistiche espresse nei culti mistici 
e misterici. Questi erano gia per loro conto inseriti, nel corso del 
II sec.d.Cr., in un processo di trasformazione che, almena in certi 
ambienti, implicava l'assunzione di connotazioni astrali e cosmiche 
da parte dei personaggi divini, senza peraltro che fosse interrotta la 
continuita con Ie antiche fondamenta naturistiche dei miti e del rituale. 

79 E' doveroso avvertire che questa ipotesi, in mancanza di testimonianze esterne, 
si fonda proprio sull'interesse speciale mostrato dai Naasseni nei confronti del culto 
frigio; I'argomentazione rischia dunque di muoversi in un circolo chiuso. Non va 
infatti dimenticato che il culto metroaco, per i suoi particolari rapporti con il potere 
statale, era uno dei pili diffusi e fiorenti in tutto I'Impero. 

80 Cfr. R. Reitzenstein, Poimandres, cit., 81-83; W. Bousset, op. cit., 183 sg. 
81 Op. cit., 59. 
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Egualmente dettate da precisi presupposti ideologici che si sovrap
pongono agli schemi mitici e rituali del complesso religioso frigio, 
determinandoli in una direzione che certo non riflette la concreta 
attualita cultuale di esso, sono Ie interpretazioni di alcuni autori neo
platonici del IV e V sec.d.er. Tra esse emerge, per ampiezza di argo
mentazioni e sistematicita, l'esegesi elaborata da Giuliano nel noto 
discorso « Sulla Madre degli dei», 8 2 dalla quale pare dipendere la 
sezione dedicata al culto frigio nel1t€pt 9€ffiv Kat KocrllOU di Sallustio.83 

La trattazione dell'imperatore-filosofo intende abbracciare il cuI to 
metroaco nella sua globalita e, senza limitarsi ai dati mitici, ampia
mente discute anche quelli rituali, ritenuti altrettanto fondamentali 
per la comprensione del vero significato di quel cuI to, di cui illustra 
Ie circostanze storiche dell'introduzione ad Atene 84 e a Roma.85 Ma 
la precisa intenzione esegetica dell'autore e subito annunciata in termini 
netti con I 'identificazione di Attis alla « sostanza dell'intelligenza feconda 
e creatrice che genera ogni cosa fino all'ultimo livello della materia, 
e che contiene in s6 insieme tutte Ie ragioni e tutte Ie cause delle forme 
materiali».86 

82 Composto di getto in una sola notte (Orat. V,178d-179a) a Costantinopoli, alia 
vigilia dell'apertura del cicio festivo di marzo (Libanio, Disc. XVIII,157), il discorso sulla 
Madre degli dei e datato nell'anno 362. Cfr. G. Rochefort, L'Empereur Julien. (£uvres 
completes, II, Discours de Julien Empereur, Paris 1963, 94-102. Per I'analisi delle 
argomentazioni di Giuliano si vedano anche H.-A. Naville, Julien I'Apostat. Philosophie 
du politheisme, Paris 1877, 118-126; G. Mau, Die Religionsphilosophie Kaiser Julians 
in seinen Reden auf Konig Helios und die Gottermutter. Mit einer Ubersetzung der beiden 
Reden, Leipzig 1908, 90-122; H. Bogner, Kaiser Julians 5. Rede, in Philologus LXXIX 
(N.F. XXXIII) 1924, 258-297; J. Geffcken, op. cit., 133 sg.; J. Bidez, La vie de I'Empereur 
Julien, Paris 1930 (1965 2 ), 253-256. 

83 A. D. Nock, Sallustius concerning the Gods and the Universe, Cambridge 1926, 
50-55; G. Rochefort, Le HEPI 0EQN KAI KOrMOY de Saloustios et I'influence 
de I'Empereur Julien, in REG LXIX, 1956, 50-66. Sui problemi relativi all'identificazione 
dell'autore del trattato «Sugli dei e sui cosmo» nell'uno 0 nell'altro dei personaggi di 
nome Sallustio (Flavius Salustius ovvero Saturninus Secundus Salustius) contemporanei 
di Giuliano e a lui legati da rapporti di amicizia, si veda la recente rassegna critica 
delle diverse tesi offerta da G. Rinaldi (Sull'identiJicazione dell'autore del HEPI 0E!1N 
KAI KOrMOY, in Koinonia II, 1978, 117-152). L'opinione pill solida ed accreditata, 
comunque, pare quella che attribuisce I'opera a Saturninus Secundus, Prefetto d'Oriente. 

84 Orat. V,J58d-159c. 
85 Ibid., 159c-16Ib. Vi e narrato I'episodio di Claudia Quinta, a testimonianza del 

potere sovrano della dea accolta dal po polo romano. 
86 Orat. V,16Ic. 
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E' cosi evocata la struttura ideologica propria del sistema neopla
tonico, con la sua tipica «processione» dei principii che, a partire 
dalla causa prima e trascendente, digradano progressivamente verso 
il basso, fino a giungere a contatto con la materia per imprimere in 
essa il sigillo delle forme intellettuali. II sistema di Giuliano, come 
quello di Giamblico da cui sembra dipendere, contempla tre principii 
intellettuali di cui il terzo, identificato col sole sensibile, e una potenza 
demiurgica, il «terzo creatore». Di quest'ultimo si afferma che «possiede 
Ie ragioni astratte delle forme materiali e Ie cause connesse»; Attis e 
«la natura ultima e che discende dagli astri attraverso Ie regioni 
superiori fin sulla terra, sotto l'effetto di una sovrabbondante fecon
dita», di questo terzo, demiurgico principio.87 

Dopo aver chiarito Ie motivazioni filosofiche della propria afferma
zione, Giuliano torna su di essa per illustrarla attraverso i particolari 
del mito frigio, che devono fondare la definizione di Attis, detto 
anche Gallo,88 come eco~ y6vtIlO~. L'esposizione presso il fiume Gallos, 

YEVVrocrUV, oucrtuv dvUl, Exoumiv 'tE EV tuu'tij 1tUv'tUe; 'tOue; Aoyoue; Kui 'tue; ul'tiue; 
'trov EvuArov Eiorov». 

87 Ibid. 161 d -162 a: «Oucrrov 0" 1tOAArov oucrtrov Kui 1tOAArov 1tUVU 0TJI.llOUPYrov, 
'to\) 'tpi'tou 0m1l0uPY0\), oe; 'trov EvuArov Eiorov 'toue; Aoyoue; E~lJPTJ~tvoue; EXEl Kui 
cruvEXEie; 'tue; ui'tiu<;, i] 'tEAEU'tUiu KUt ~tXPl yi'\e; U1tO 1tEPlOucriul<; 'tOU yovi~ou oUI 'trov 
avro8Ev 1tUpa 'trov acr'tprov Ku8"KOUcrU, «(pucrte;» 6 ~TJ'tOU~EVO<; Ecrnv 'A't'tl<;». 

88 Cfr. anche ibid. 159 a dove Giuliano, enunciando Ie finalita della sua trattazione, 
afferma che in primo luogo bisogna chiedersi «chi sia Attis 0 Gallo». Venuto poi a 
parlare delle circostanze relative alia fondazione del Metroon ateniese, chiama raAAo<; 
il personaggio che propago in Grecia il culto della Gran Madre, che Ie altre fonti 
presentano come metragirta (Suida s. v. MTJ'tpuyuP'tTJ<;, ed. A. Adler, III 391 e ~upu8pov, 
ibid., 1,453 = Schol. in Plutum v. 431; Fozio, Lexikon, s.v. MTJ'tpcpoved. S.A. Naber, 
1,422). E' noto che i Galli costituivano una particolare categoria di fedeli di Cibele che, 
attraverso la pratica cruenta dell 'eunuchismo, si consacravano interamente al cuI to 
della dea. Sui significato originario di tale pratica molto si e discusso (cfr. H. Hepding, 
op. cit., 160-165,217 sg.; H. Graillot, op. cit., 128 sg., 290-294; F. Cumont, s.v. Gallos, 
in PWRE XIII, 675, 681 sg.; A. D. Nock, Eunuchs in Ancient Religion, in ARW XXIII, 
1925, 25-33, rist. in Essays on Religion and the Ancient World, I Oxford 1972, 7-15). 
Per la posizione dei Galli nel culto metroaco si veda H. Graillot, op. cit., 287-319; 
J. Carcopino, La reforme romaine du cufte de Cybele et d'Attis, II Galles et Archigalles 
in Aspects mystiques de la Rome paienne, Paris 1942,76-109; G. Sanders s. v. Gallos in RAC 
VIII (1972), 993-1025. In molte fonti, peraltro, Attis appare come prototipo del Gallo, 
in quanto la sua mutilazione, causa della morte, si presenta come I'aition mitico della 
pratica rituale. Per una discussione dei problemi connessi al rapporto Attis-Gallo, ai fini 
di una valutazione complessiva del personaggio, si veda G. Sfameni Gasparro, op. cit., 
53-63. 
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dove egli fu rinvenuto dalla Gran Madre che 10 colma di doni fra 
cui il «pileo stella to», e figura della discesa del principio demiurgico 
fino alla via Lattea mentre quel copricapo e inteso come immagine 
del cielo visibile, che circonda la terra. 89 

Ma il movimento verso il basso non si arresta in questa sfera cele
ste, dove la Madre degli dei permette al «dio intellettuale» di danzare 
e volteggiare; il mito narra infatti che Attis discese in una grotta 
per coniugarsi con una ninfa,90 la quale, in questa «lettura» filosofica 
del mito, e identificata al «principio umido della materia». Giuliano 
precisa che essa «non designa la materia stessa, ma la causa ultima, 
incorporea, che presiede alla materia».91 

Egli quindi viene a precisare la funzione della Grande Dea in questo 
schema esegetico del mito: essa e «la sorgente degli dei intellettuali 
e demiurgici che governano gli dei visibili, madre e insieme sposa del 
grande Zeus, grande dea venuta all'esistenza dopo e con il grande 
creatore, sovrana di ogni vita e causa di ogni generazione».92 Poiche 
la Madre, in quanto Provvidenza universale, sovrintende agli «esseri 
sottoposti alla nascita e alla distruzione »,93 essa ama Attis, principio 
demiurgico di tali esseri. Ma ella desidera che la forza genera trice e 
feconda di questo si rivolga all'ordine intelligibile piuttosto che a 
quello materiale, e che dun que egli non si lasci attrarre dalla genesis 
ne travolgere da essa. 

Tale e il significato profondo del mito, lit dove esso narra che «la 
Madre degli dei esorta Attis a servirla senza allontanarsi ne amare 

89 Drat. V, 165b; cfr. anche ibid. 171a: Attis possiede «,t11V KUtacrntWv 'tOte; acrtpOle; 
napuv». 

90 La versione mitica riferita da Pausania e da Arnobio presenta la sposa di Attis 
come figlia del re di Pessinunte. Giuliano qui si ricollega ad una diversa versione, 
attestata anche in Ovidio che conosce la nympha Sangaritis, oggetto dell'amore di Attis 
(Fasti IV, 229). Aggiunta specifica di Giuliano e la menzione dell'avtpov come luogo 
in cui si compiono Ie nozze di Attis; essa e chiaramente dettata dai suoi particolari 
presupposti ideologici, dato il no to simbolismo della grotta come {(figura» del cosmo, 
quale e svolto nel De antra Nympharum porfiriano. 

91 Drat. V,165 c: {(·O 01: [sc. "At"tle;] E1tElOi) 1t01OOV TlA9EV aXPl tillY Ecrxatrov, ol-lu90e; 
UUtOV Ete; 'to avtpov KUtEA9Eiv E<I>ll Kui cruYYEvtcr9m 'til VUI-I<I>lJ, to oiuypov ulvlt'to
I-IEVOe; 'tfie; VAlle;, KUt ouol; 'ti)v VAll v UUti)v vUV &<1>11, ti)v tEAEU'tUiuv 01: uhiuv acrool-lutOV, 
11 ,fie; VAlle; 1tPOtcrtllKE». 

92 Ibid .. 166 a. 
93 Ibid., 166 b. 
94 Ibid., 166 c - 167 b. 
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alcun'altra».94 Ma la discesa del principio demiurgico continuo fino 
aile estreme regioni della materia, avendo Attis spezzato la familiarita 
con la Madre degJi dei e contratto nozze con la Ninfa. Giuliano allude 
ad un particolare mitico ignoto aile altre fonti quando attribuisce 
a Coribante, qui identificato col grande Helios, l'iniziativa di affidare 
al leone il compito di trovare Attis e denunciare alia dea il suo 
tradimen to. 95 

II mito, nella versione frigia, attribuisce alia foUia, ispirata da 
Agdistis che irrompe nel luogo in cui si celebrano Ie nozze di Attis, 
l'atto della mutilazione, causa della morte del giovane. Giuliano, come 
gia l'esegeta naasseno, interpreta questo episodio drammatico come 
un even to positivo, una volta che l'tK'tO~T] risulta essere il mezzo 
scelto dalla Grande Dea per mettere un freno all'attivita generatrice 
del principio demiurgico che aveva travalicato i limiti assegnati. 96 
Tale attivita non e peraltro in se una realm negativa, essendo necessaria 
e benefica ai fini della vita cosmica ed espressione peculiare della 
natura del demiurgo. Infatti piu oltre, riassumendo i dati fondamen
tali della sua esegesi del mito frigio, Giuliano dichiara esplicitamente 
che la KOlV(Oviu del principio demiurgico con la materia, raffigurata 
dalla discesa di Attis nella grotta e dalle nozze con la ninfa, «non e 
contraria alia volonta degli dei e della loro Madre», sebbene il mito 
presenti quell'evento come negativo. A riprova di cio adduce il fatto 
che, dopo la mutilazione, la dea non ha piu rancore nei confronti del 
giovane rna riprende ad amarlo. Essa «10 richiama gioiosamente verso 
di se 0 piuttosto 10 custodisce pres so di se».97 

L'esegesi filosofica di Giuliano traspone di fatto su un piano specula
tivo di marca neoplatonica la tipica ambivalenza del rapporto fra 
la grande dea e il suo paredro, oggetto di predilezione rna anche 
determinato alia scomparsa e alia morte proprio in virtu del suo 
rapporto con la dea; costei, nella struttura della coppia, rappresenta 
il principio stabile della vita feconda mentre l'elemento maschile subisce 
la crisi, con alternanza ciclica di presenza-assenza. 

95 Ibid., 167 b-c. Come e noto, illeone e I'animale sacro alia dea Cibele nella comune 
tradizione; qui esso e figura del principio igneo che si oppone all'umidita rappresentata 
dalla ninfa. 

96 Ibid., 167 c-d. 
97 Ibid., 170c-171 d. 
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Nello schema esegetico costruito nella Orazione sulla Madre degli 
dei la caratteristica ambiguita del tema vitalistico soggiacente al culto 
frigio e assunta ad esprimere una diversa, rna altrettanto tipica, ambi
guita inerente al sistema ideologico giulianeo, di ispirazione pia tonica. 
Questo sistema, infatti, per un verso afferma la necessita e positivita 
dell'azione demiurgica del principio divino rna per l'altro avverte il 
pericolo di tale azione, esplicantesi in un livello ontologicamente 
«altro», nel contesto di una struttura che oppone dualisticamente il 
sostrato materiale all'essenza divina. 98 Infatti l'attivita demiurgica 
rischia, quando non siano rispettati i limiti precisi stabiliti dalla Provvi
denza universale, di far persistere indebitamente il principio divino nel 
livello materiale, coinvolgendolo nella mutabilita e nel flusso ininterrotto 
delle nascite e delle morti che caratterizzano quel livello. 

Tale rischio e piu evidente e drammatico allorche si passa dal piano 
cosmologico a quello antropologico, proponendosi allora con urgenza 
il problema della posizione dell'uomo nei confronti dei due livelli, 
divino e materiale, e dei loro reciproci rapporti. A questo problema 
accenna Giuliano quando, dalla interpretazione dei dati mitici che gli 
hanno offerto l'occasione di formulare la propria dottrina teologica 
e cosmologica, viene all'esame della prassi rituale del culto frigio, in 
cui cerca ulteriore conferma alla propria tesi esegetica. 

Sebbene distingua dai riti a tutti noti quelli condotti oux 'tOu~ 

flucrnKou~ Kat Kpu<piou~ eccrflou~, nei quali sono da vedere i veri e 
proprii misteri,99 l'autore fa oggetto di discussione esclusivamente i 

98 SilTatta ambivalenza sta egualmente aile radici del pensiero plotiniano, pur attento 
a sottolineare la positivita del cosmo contro i suoi detrattori gnostici (H. Ch. Puech, 
Plotin et les Gnostiques, in Entretiens sur {'Antiquite ciassique, V, Vaudreuvre-Geneve 1957, 
161-190; V. Cilento, Paideia antignostica. Ricostruzione d'un unico scritto da « Enneadil! 
11/,8, V,8, V,5, 1/,9, Firenze 1971). Si veda, in particolare, H. Jonas, The Soul in 
Gnosticism and Plotinus in Le Neoplatonisme, Colloques Internationaux du Centre 
National de la Recherche Scientifique, Sciences humaines, Royaumont 9-13 juin 1969, 
Paris 1971, 45-53; D. O'Brien, Plotinus on Evil. A Study of Matter and the Soul in 
Plotinus' Conception of human Evil, ibid., 113-146. In relazione a Macrobio il tema e 
ampiamente discusso da J. Flamant, Macrobe et Ie neoplatonisme latin, d la fin du 
IVe siecie (EPRO 58), Leiden 1977, 483-651. Per Ie varie posizioni di au tori medio- e 
neo-platonici suI problema antropologico dell'origine e destino dell'anima basti rimandare 
all'opera fondamentale di A.J. Festugiere, La revelation d'Hermes Trismegiste, III: 
Les doctrines de {'lime, Paris 1953. 

99 Orat. V,169a. Tale menzione e fatta in rapporto alia cerimonia del taglio dell'albero, 
cui seguirebbero appunto cerimonie pubbliche e private. Non e perc' del tutto certo 
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primi. Si tratta del noto ciclo festivo di marzo, che nel IV sec. si 
presenta compiutamente organizzato in una successione di atti rituali 
(cannoforia, dendroforia, dies sanguinis) culminante nel giorno degli 
Hilaria, seguito dalla Lavatio. loo La cerimonia del taglio dell'albero 
sacro, se per un verso da luogo a considerazioni moraleggianti,IOI 
per l'altro introduce la tematica antroposofica, essendo interpretata 
come figura del movimento dell'anima verso l'alto, essa che, di natura 
divina, come Attis un giorno e discesa dal cielo, cadendo sulla terra. I 02 

Anche I'anima umana, dunque, deve porre un termine alia am:lpia e, 
riacquistata la propria stabilita, rivolgersi verso l'Uno. La festa gioiosa 
degli Hilaria esprimera allora la letizia di «un'anima sfuggita aile corse 
verso I'infinito, alia generazione e all'agitazione interiore, la quale si e 
elevata verso gli dei medesimi ». I 03 

se Giuliano si riferisca ai veri e proprii misteri metroaci noti da altre fonti 0 non 
alluda piuttosto alia pratica della mutilazione del dies sanguinis, cui aveva gia fatto 
riferimento con una terminologia di assonanze misteriche, definendola « santa e indi
cibile messe del dio Gallo» (ibid., 168 d.). 

100 Per i problemi relativi alia costituzione di tale cicio festivo, che J. Carcopino 
attribuiva nel suo complesso all'imperatore Claudio (La re(orme romaine du culte de 
Cybele el d'Auis, I. L'introduction officielle a Rome, in Aspects mystiques de la Rome 
pai"enne, cit., 49-75), si veda C. Gatti, Per la storia del culto della« Magna Mate,,> in Roma, 
in RendILomb LXXXII, 1949, 253-262; P. Lambrechts, Les/hes «phrygiennesll de Cybete 
et d'Attis, in BIBR XXVII, 1952, 141-170; J. Beaujeu, La religion romaine a l'apogee 
de I'Empire, I. La politique reiigieuse des Antonins (96-192), Paris 1955, 279-330; 
D. Fishwick, The Cannophori and the March Festival o(Magna Mater, in TAPA XCVII, 
1966, 193-202. 

101 Orat. V,169 a-b. Dopo aver affermato che il rito della i:K'tO~T] wu litvlipou 
ha rapporto esclusivo con la vicenda di Attis e non con i misteri, Giuliano dichiara 
che, attraverso di esso come di un «simbolo», «gli dei ci insegnano che bisogna 
raccogliere dalla terra cio che vi e di piu bello, ossia la virtu accompagnata dalla pieta, 
per farne omaggio alia dea, in quanto simbolo della nostra condotta quaggiu». E poco 
piu oItre: « II rito ci invita dun que, noi che siamo celesti per natura rna siamo stati 
trasportati sulla terra, a mietere la virtu accompagnata dalla pieta nella nostra condotta 
terrena, per affrettarci a raggiungere la dea ancestrale e creatrice della vita (swoy6voe;)). 
Trad. secondo G. Roschefort, op. cit., 116 sg. 

102 Orat. V,169 c: «Allora, immediatamente do po il taglio dell'albero, la tromba 
suona il richiamo per Attis e per tutti noi, che un giorno ci siamo allontanati dal cielo 
verso la terra e qui siamo caduti» (<<Eu9ue; ouv Tj craAmy~ ~ETa 1:T]V EKW~T]V EKliiliwcrt 1:0 
UVaKAr]1:lKOV 1:Q> "Anllil Kai wie; OcrDl non'; oupav69Ev En1:l]~EV Eie; 1:T]V yi;v Kai 
i:ntcro~EV» ). 

103 Ibid. 169 d: «Ti yap Eu9u~61:EPOV, 1:i Iii; iAaponEpov ytVOl1:0 iiv ",uxi;e; unElpiav 
~i;v Kai y{;VECJIV Kai 1:0V EV aU1:ij KAuliwva lilu<puyoucrl]e;, Ent Iii; wue; 9wue; auwue; 
uvax9Eicrl]e;:». crr. 169 c: «METa liT] 1:0 crU~~OAoV wuw, 01:1: 6 ~acrtAEUe; "Anle; 
'icr1:l]crl1:T]V unElpiav lila 1:i;e; EKW~i;~, Tj~iv 1:E oi 9wi KEAI:UOUcrtV EK'tt~Vf.IV Kai auwie; 
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La vicenda mitica di Attis, dunque, se per un verso esprime l'inces
sante attivita demiurgica del terzo principio, la cui tendenza verso 
l'infinito e continuamente raffrenata dalla Provvidenza universale che 
ha fissato dei limiti precisi alIa produzione degli esseri,104 per l'altro 
si offre come paradigma della situazione dell'anima umana, di natura 
divina ma caduta nel regno della mutabilita e del divenire, da cui 
deve allontanarsi per ritornare al sommo principio dell'essere. Giuliano 
vede esemplificata tale situazione nelle modalita del rito metroaco, 
con la sua alternanza di lutto e di letizia; di esso egli pili oltre 
esaminera Ie diverse pratiche astensionistiche, egualmente alIa luce di 
questa dottrina animologica, nella convinzione che I' uyvda mira proprio 
all'avo8o~ 'troY IjIUXroV. 105 

Pari attenzione alIa prassi rituale del culto frigio, oltre che al suo 
contenuto mitico, e prestata dall'autore del De diis et mundo, la cui 
esegesi, in maniera molto sintetica e densa, segue Ie linee fondamentali 
del Discorso di Giuliano. 106 La Gran Madre e dea ~(J)oy6vo~, Attis 
e 'troY Y1VOllf:V(J)V Kai cp9£lPOllf:V(J)V 811!llOUpy6~, mentre il fiume Gallos 
rappresenta il cicIo della Via Lattea, a partire dal quale ha inizio 

tT)V tv Tj~tv autOt~ am;lptav Kai KIVEtcr(Jat EK tOUtOlV. bri ot to WPlcr~tVOV Kai 
i;VOElot~ Kat, €lllEP OIOV tt Ecrnv, auto «to "Ev» aVatptXEIV». Viene cosi sottolineato 
il carattere paradigmatico e «simbolico» della vicenda del principio demiurgico a livello 
cosmico (il «re Attis») in rapporto alia vicenda antropologica dell'anima decaduta 
nella materia e destinata al ritorno al livello degli intelligibili. 

104 Cfr. ibid. 171 cod dove Giuliano, conformemente alia prospettiva ciclica della 
sua visione cosmosofica, sottolinea che la narrazione mitica e figura di una situazione 
immutabile: «Mai e avvenuto in maniera diversa da come. ora avviene, rna Attis e 
sempre l'assistente e il guidatore del cocchio della Madre, sempre tende alia generazione 
rna sempre si ritrae dalla corsa verso J'infinito, grazie alia causa determinata delle forme. 
AI suo richiamo, per cosi dire, dalla terra, egli riprende - si dice - 10 scettro del 
suo antico potere, benche non sia affatto decaduto ne decada, rna si parla di decadi
mento a causa della sua mescolanza con l'e1emento passibile». 

Sui significato del mito, che in forme paradossali rivela una verita profonda relativa 
all'essenza della realta, si veda anche ibid. 170 a-b. 

105 Drat. V,175 b. Un'ampia sezione del trattato e dedicata all'esame delle diverse 
prescrizioni rituali relative ai cibi, interpretate appunto in funzione della sforza catartico 
che l'anima e chiamata a sostenere per allontanarsi dalla sfera terrena e fare ritorno 
al mondo divino (ibid., 173 a - 178 d). 

106 Sallustio, De diis el mundo IV ed. A. D. Nock, 6 sg. II mito e evocato nei suoi 
tratti essenziali : Attis esposto lungo Ie rive del fiume Gallo e amato dalla Madre degli 
dei che 10 adorna dell'acrtEpOltO~ lltAo~ e 10 tiene presso di st:. Ma il giovane si 
innamora della ninfa e si unisce a lei, abbandonando la dea. Costei infonde in Attis 
una rovinosa follia, per la quale egli si mutila per ritornare poi presso la Gran Madre. 



406 GIULIA SFAMENI GASPARRO 

to 1tU8l']tOV ()())IlU. Come gli dei superiori presiedono al perfeziona
mento degli dei secondi, cosi la Madre ama Attis e gli conferisce Ie 
OUVUIlEtC; celesti, di cui e figura il1tiAOC;.lo7 

Identificata la ninfa al flusso del divenire in cui il demiurgo e at
tratto, Sallustio, come Giuliano, vede nella mutilazione il segno del suo 
allontanarsi dalla generazione per fare ritorno al mondo divino. lOB 
Si tratta dell'eterno processo cosmico che la riflessione speculativa 
abbraccia nella sua total ita sebbene il discorso mitico 10 presenti come 
una successione di eventi.I09 Tale processo, d'altra parte, si propone 
all'uomo come un modello esemplare, una volta che la vicenda di 
rilevanza cosmica del principio divino corrisponde, suI piano antro
pologico, alIa vicenda della singola anima. 

Sebbene nell'esegesi di Giuliano e di Sallustio prevalga senz'altro 
il dato cosmosofico ne si stabilisca un esplicito rapporto fra Attis
demiurgo e l'origine dell'anima umana, il parallelismo tra i due piani 
e abba stanza netto e significativo. L'interpretazione sallustiana delle 
successive cerimonie del cicIo festivo frigio sottolinea ancor meglio 
di quella di Giuliano siffatto parallelismo, presentando ciascuna di 
esse come un momento decisivo della vicenda antropologica : «In primo 
luogo, essendo anche noi caduti dal cielo e coniugati con la ninfa, 
siamo nella tristezza e ci asteniamo dal pane e da ogni altro nutri
mento dense e impur~ (entrambi sono infatti contrarii all'anima); poi 
il taglio dell'albero e il digiuno in quanta anche noi abbiamo tron
cato il progresso ulteriore della generazione; do po di cia il nutrimento 
di latte, come quelli nati di nuovo. Quindi manifestazioni di letizia e 
ghirlande, quale un ritorno verso gli dei»Yo 

107 Sui simbolismo cosmieo del eoprieapo di Attis efr. R. Turean, L'aigle du pileus 
in Hommages Vermaseren. cit., III. 1281-1292. 

108 De diis et mundo IV ed. Noek 8,11-14: «E7tEl oE EO!:l O"1:fiVUl 1:Ttv YEV!:crtV Kai 
J.ITt 1:rov EO"xunov y!:vEcr9Ul 1:0 X!:ipov, 6 mU1:a 7tOlroV OT]J.IlOlJPYO~ OUVUJ.l!:I~ yoviJ.lou~ 
u<PEl~ d~ 1:Ttv YEV!:crlv 7t(lAlV cruVU7t1:!:1:Ul wi~ 9wi~». 

109 Ibid., 8,14-16: «mum oE EYEVHO J.IEV OUOE7t01:!:, Ecrn oE ud, Kai 6, J.IEV vou~ 
uJ.la 7tUvm 6p~, 6 oE AOYO~ 1:a J.IEV 7tpro1:a 1:a oE o!:u1:!:pa MY!:l». 

11 0 Ibid., 8,19-25: «Kai 7tprowv J.IEv ro~ Kai auwi 7t!:crOV1:!:~ i':1; oupavou Kai 1:il 
VUJ.I<PlJ cruvOV1:!:~ EV Ka1:T]<pd<;! i':O"J.IEV crhou 1:E Kai 1:fi~ UAAT]~ 7taxda~ Kai pu7tapa~ 
1:po<pfi~ U7tExOJ.lE9a (EKU1:Epa yap i':vav1:ia ljIuxil)' Eha OEVOPOU wJ.lai Kai vT]O"1:da 
Wcr7tEP Kai T]J.Irov U7tOK07t1:0J.lEVCOV 1:Ttv 7tEpal1:EpCO 1:fi~ Y!:VEcrECO~ 7tpoooov' E7ti WU1:01~ 
YUAaKw~ 1:po<PTt wcrm;p uvaYEvVCOJ.lEVCOV. E<p' Ot~ iAap!:ial Kai cr1:E<pavol Kai 7tp6~ wu<; 
9wu<; olov E:7tuvooo<;». 
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AlIa luce dei presupposti neoplatonici dell'esegeta, dunque, il rituale 
metroaco si configura come una llillT]O"t<; del grande processo della 
demiourgia cosmica da parte dell 'uomo 111 che in esso vede in pari 
tempo scandite Ie tappe successive della propria vicenda di decadimento 
e di ritorno alIa fonte divina da cui procede. 

Certamente non si attribuira siffatta concezione al patrimonio reli
gioso dei comuni fedeli di Cibele ed Attis, essendo in presenza di 
un ben definito contesto ideologico e di autori che, nel dichiarato 
proposito di recuperare i valori religiosi del paganesimo, utilizzano 
schemi mitici e rituali in funzione della propria visione del mondo. 

E' difficile tuttavia valutare il grado di penetrazione di siffatte esegesi 
misteriosofiche in quei circoli colti che, al tempo della «rinascita» 
pagana promossa da Giuliano e alimentata da varie personalita politiche 
e religiose nella scorcio del IV sec., 112 si rivolsero ai culti mistici e 
misterici come a espressioni privilegiate della religione tradizionale 
dell'Impero. E' noto infatti come proprio in questo periodo la pratica 
del sacrificio taurobolico trova speciale favore aRoma e ragguardevoli 
personaggi dell'aristocrazia compiono tale rito quasi a conferire una 
suprema sanzione alIa propria «carriera» religiosa, che conosce la 
partecipazione ai diversi riti misterici, oltre che ai culti romani tradi
zionali. Una delle iscrizioni che ricordano l'avvenuta celebrazione di 
questa rito cruento, che assume in quest'epoca significati mistici e 
soteriologici assai rilevanti, 113 reca una dedica che esalta, insieme con 

III Ibid., p. 8, 16-19: «oil1:ro liE 1tpOC; tOY KOO'Il0V OIKEiroC; EXOvtOC; tOU lluOOU, 
T)lldC; tOY KOO'Il0V Illll0UIlEVOl (1t00C; yap iiv Ilunov KOO'Il110EillIlEV;) &Opti)v c'iYOIlEV 
lila tuum». 

112 Le ricerche su questo tema sono notoriamente assai numerose. Qui basti ricordare 
D. N. Robinson, An Analysis of the Pagan Revival of the Late Fourth Century, with 
Especial Reference to Symmachus in TAPA XLVI, 1915, 87-101; P. De Labriolle, 
La reaction paienne, Paris 1934 (1958 9); H. Bloch, A new Document of the Last Pagan 
Revival in the West, in HTR XXXVIII, 1945, 199-244; Id., The Pagan Revival in 
the West at the End of the Fourth Century, in A. Momig1iano (ed.), The Conflict between 
Paganism and Christianity in the Fourth Century, Oxford 1963, 193-218; B. Kotting, 
Christen tum und heidnische Opposition in Rom am Ende des 4. Jahrhunderts, Munster i.W. 
1961; J. F. Matthews, Symmachus and the Oriental Cults, in JRS LXIII (1973), 175-195; 
J. Wytzes, Der letze Kampf des Heidentums in Rom, Leiden 1977 (EPRO 56). 

113 Si veda in proposito quanto da noi osservato in Soteriologia e aspetti mistici 
nel culto di Cibele e Attis, cit., 137-150, cui ci permettiamo di rimandare anche per 1a 
re1ativa documentazione e bib1iografia. 
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la faeolta demiurgiea di Attis, la sua qual ita di supremo reggitore del 
TuttO.114 

Aneora un tardo epigono della seuola neoplatoniea, Damaseio, 
rieeheggera Ie speeulazioni su Attis-demiurgo, pur eollegando it perso
naggio con la luna piuttosto ehe con Helios, 115 e sviluppenl ampiamente 
il tema della eEa ~(J)oyovo~, sorgente delle potenze ehe presiedono 
alIa generazione, identifieata con una Rhea ehe il riferimento ai 
<l>pUylOl A.OyOl rivela assimilata a Cibele. 11 b Siffatta tematiea, del 
resto, era gia annunciata negli Oraeoli Caldaiei dove si proclama ehe 
«Rhea, in verita, e la fonte e il flusso degli esseri intellettuali; infatti 
e lei, la prima in potenza, che ha coneepito la loro nascita nel suo 
seno ineffabile e la diffonde, rapida nel suo volgersi, sui Tutto ». 117 

AlIa terra identifiea inveee la Madre degli dei Maerobio, nel eon
testo dell'ampia elaborazione teologica posta in boeea a Vettio Agorio 
Pretestato nel primo giorno dei Saturnalia. 118 Nella prospettiva dello 

114 «MT]'t{;pl 'tij nuv't(ov 'PEllJ ... 't€ y€v{;SACj> / "AH€1 S"VljliCHCj> KUt cru[v{;xo]vn 
't() niiv, / 'til> niicrtv KUlpOl<; SE~€[pcil'tE]pu nuv'tU <jJ\Jov'tI». lG XIV,1018 = ClG 6012 b, 
ClL VI,509 apud H. Hepding, op. cit., 82 sg. n° 15. SuI probabile signifieato eosmieo delle 
raffigurazioni di Attis-pilastro efr. Ch. Picard, Atlis-At/ante et Ie pilier du ciel, in Starinar 
N.S. (= 4 S.) 7/8, 1956/57, 15-22; M. Renard, Allis-piliers de Clavier- Vervoz et d'ai/leurs, 
in BAB 5e S., LXI, 1975, 14-29 PI. I-XI. 

liS De Prine. 352 ed. C. Ae. Ruelle, Damaseii Suceessoris Duhitationes et solutiones 
de primis principiis, in Platonis Parmenidem, Paris 1899, II, 214,5 sgg.; trad. A.-Ed. 
Chaignet, Paris 1898, III, 67. Testo anehe apud O. Kern, Orphicorum Fragmenta, Berlin 
1922, 223 fro 201 : «'tof> of: i#i<; OlUKOcr~OU npolcr'tu~I:VOl KU1 i8lo'tT]'ta' olov 6 "AHI<; 
EV 'tfil m;AT]vuiUl Ku9i]~l:vo<; Ai]~€l OT]~IOUpyEi 'to yI:VT]'tov». Damaseio continua ricor
dando ehe analogo significato si attribuiva ad Adonis EV unoppi]'tOI<;, mentre simili 
interpretazioni circolavano in ambiente «orfico» e teurgieo in rapporto a numerose 
altre divinita (ibid.: OD'tW<; EXOV'tU Kat 'tov "AoovlV d>picrKO~€V EV unoppi]'tOI<;, OD'tW 
noA.AoiJ<; 9wu<; nap" "Oplpl:l 'tl: Kat 'tOl<; SwuPyol<;). 

116 De prine. 282 ed. Ruelle, II, 154, 15 sgg.; trad. Chaignet, II, 389: «"H 'tl: yup 
'P{;a nuv'twv Ecr'tt poi] Ka'tu 'tov EV Kpa'tlJACj> ~WKpU'tT]V, Kat nuv'tU IcrT]crtv EV tau'tOl<; 
Kat uvaKaAEi'tU1 npo<; tuu'ti]v, 00<; Kat oi <l/pUylOl OIOUcrKOUcrt AOyOl». 
Per la speculazione sulla zoogonia promossa da Rhea efr. ibid., 278-284 ed. Ruelle, 
II, 149-160; trad. Chaignet, II, 381-399. 

117 Apud Proclo, in Crat. p. 81,6-8 P ed. E. De Places, Oracles chaldai'ques. Avec 
un choix de commentaires anciens, Paris 1971,81 n° 56: 
«PElT] 'tOI vm;prov nT]yi] 't€ poi] 'tl:' 
nuv'twv yup npw'tT] OUVU~€1 KOAnOlcrt v UlppUcr'tOl<; 
o€~a~{;vT] Y€VI:i]v Ent niiv npOXEl:1 'tpoxuoucrav». 

118 Sat. I,21,7-lOed. N. Marinone, Torino 19772 ,286-289. Suiproblemirelativiall'autore 
e all'opera si veda ora J. Flamant, op. cit. dove, aile pp. 652-680, e analizzato il tema 
della «teologia solare» di Macrobio. Su questa tema, nel pili ampio eontesto del 
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enoteismo solare ivi affermato come unico modulo interpretativo dei 
pill diversi, culti, greci, romani ed orientali, Attis appare come figura 
del Sole; i suoi tipici attributi pastorali (fistula e virga) sono interpretati 
rispettivamente come immagine dei venti che traggono dal sole la loro 
sostanza e della stessa potenza dell'astro, il quale governa tutte Ie cose. 
L'esegesi di Macrobio, trascurati i contenuti mitici del culto, vede 
esemplificata nelle pratiche rituali del cido festivo di marzo la fase 
equinoziale di primavera. La letizia degli Hilaria, infatti, dopo la 
catabasi e il lutto, celebra il momento in cui per la prima volta 
il sole rende il giorno pill lungo della notte. 119 

La familiarita dell'ambiente neoplatonico con il complesso mitico
rituale frigio, cui erano applicati peraltro schemi esegetici diversi,120 e 
infine confermata dall'interesse di Porfirio e di Prodo. Del primo, 
infatti, Giuliano dichiara di sapere che si era applicato all'interpreta
zione degli stessi temi da lui stesso trattati, pur non avendo letto Ie 
opere relative. 121 Un'eco di tali interpretazioni si conserva tuttavia in 
Eusebio 122 e in Agostino,123 che cita appunto Porphirius, philosophus 

paganesimo romano, e sempre utile il no to lavoro di F. Cumont (La theologie solaire 
du paganisme romain in MAl, XII, 2e partie, 1913,447-479). 

119 Sat. 1,21,10 ed. Marinone 288 : « Praecipuam autem solis in his caerimoniis verli 
rationem hinc etiam potest col/igi, quod ritu eorum catabasi jinita simulationeque luctus 
peracta, celebratur laetitiae exordium a.d. octavum kalendas Apriles. Quem diem Hilaria 
appel/ant, quo primum tempore sol diem longiorem nocte protendit». 

120 Si puo ricordare in proposito un breve cenno di Plotino che, in direzione 
opposta alia linea interpretativa di Giuliano e Sallustio, stabilisce I'equivalenza Gran 
Madre -UAT]. La presenza di eunuchi nel culto della dea, infatti, esprimerebbe la sterilita 
connaturata alia materia, la dove solo la «forma» (doo~) e produttrice di vita (Enn. III, 
6,19 ed. E. Brehier, Paris 19632 , III, 122). 

121 Orat. V,161 c: (,Ym';p O£ roy dm;iv btfjA9E !l0l 1tap' au'tov apt! 'tOY 'tfj~ 

uytcrT!;ia~ KUlPOV, UKOl)W !lEV EywYE Kai nopqllJpicp 'ttva 1tECP1AocrOcpfjcr9Ul 1tEpi au'trov' 
ou !ll]V oIoa yE ou yap I1vEwxov, Ei Kai cruvEvEx9fjvai 1tOU cru!l~aiT] 'tij) AOyCP». 

122 Praep. evang. III,II,12 apud H. Hepding, op. cit., 47: «-A't'tl~ 011 Kai 'A1loovl~ 

'tij 'trov Kap1trov dcriv uvaAoyi<;t 1tpOcri]KOV'tE~. UAA' 6 !lEV -A 't'tl~ 'trov Ka'ta 'to ilap 
1tPOCPUlVO!lEVWV' uv9twv Kai 1tpiv 'tEAEcrtyovfjcrUl olappEov'tWV - ilv9EV Kai 'tl]V 'trov 
aiooiwv U1tOK01tl]V au'tij) 1tpocravt9Ecrav, !ll] cp9acrav'twv EA9Eiv 'trov KUP1trov Ei~ 'tl]V 
cr1tEP!lat!Kl]V 'tEAEiwcrtv, - 6 o£ -AOWV1~ 'tfj~ 'trov 'tEAEiwv Kap1trov EK'tO!lfj~ crU!l~OAOV». 
Tale esegesi deriverebbe dal 1tEpi uyaA!lU'tOlV porfiriano. Cfr, anche ibid., III,II, 15; 
III,II,17; III,13,14 apud H. Hepding, loc. cit. 

123 De civ. Dei VII,25 apud H. Hepding, op. cit., 69. Dopo aver notato che Varrone 
non ricorda nei suoi scritti Attis ne si cura di interpretarne la vicenda mitica, afferma : 
«sed docti Graeci adque sapientes nequaquam rationem tam sanctam praec/aramque 
tacuerunt. Propter vernalem quippe faciem terrae, quae ceteris est temporibus pulchrior, 
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nobilis a propos ito di un 'esegesi «fisica» del personaggio di Attis, 
identificato ai fiori. La mutilazione sarebbe espressione dell'evento 
naturale secondo il Quale jlos decidit ante Jructum. 

Di Proclo, che nel giil ricordato Inno ad Helios menziona Attis come 
una delle molteplici manifestazioni del Sole,124 il biografo Marino 
sottolinea la scrupolosa osservanza delle pratiche catartiche ed asten
sionistiche frigie. 125 

Di lui Marino ricorda l'opera esegetica suI culto metroaco, nella 
Quale proponeva una sua « teologia », interpretando « filosoficamente» 
il complesso dei dati mitici e rituali pertinenti alIa Gran Madre e ad 
Attis.126 

La perdita di tale scritto ci priva di un testimone senza dubbio 
significativo di una letteratura che i dati esaminati fan no ritenere assai 
ricca e varia. Fiorita negli ambienti culturalmente pill vivaci del tardo
paganesimo, in cui gli interessi speculativi si accompagnavano ad una 
rinnovata attenzione per i culti tradizionali, essa esemplifica, in relazione 
al culto mistico e misterico frigio, la tendenza misteriosofica ad una 
reinterpretazione dei dati mitici e rituali in rapporto alIa vicenda del
l'anima divina, che in Grecia aveva fatto giil Ie sue prove pill rilevanti 
nell'ambito mosso e vario dell'orfismo. 127 

Porphyrius, philosophus nobilis, Allin flores significare perhibuit, et ideo abscisum, quia 
flos decidit ante /ructum». 

124 Vv. 24-26 apud H. Hepding, op. cit., 73: «crE KAUtOV UI1VEiOUcrl ~lroVUcrOIO 

tOKijU"/UAll<; o· uu VEatOI<; EVt I3EvOEcrlv dhov -AttllV, I UnOI O· ul3pov -AOroVIV EltEU<pi]
l111cruv c1010ui<;». 

125 Vita Procli c. 19 ibid., 73: «ta<; oE l111tpq>uKa<; ltupa 'ProI1UiOI<; 11 KUt ltPOtEPOV 
ltOtE ltupa <l>pu~t crltououcrOEicru<; KUcrtEiU<; EKacrtOU I111VO<; fjYVEUEV. Cfr. ibid. c. 33. 

126 Ibid. c. 33: «d OE tl<; l;JttltoOEi KUtlOEiv uutoii Kat tUUtllV titv E1tltllOEIOtlltU, 
AUI3EtO d<; XEipu<; titv l111tPq>uKitv uutoii l3il3Aov. O'l'EtUl yap, ro<; OUK UVEU OEiu<; 
KUtaKroXij<; titv OWAoyiuv titv ltEpt titv OEOV E~E<PllVEV Ultucruv, KUt ta UAAU tit I1UOIKro<; 
ltEpt UUtitv Kui tOY -AttlV Oprol1EVa tE KUt AEYOI1EVU <PIAOcrO<pro<; c1VElttU~EV, ro<; I111KEtl 
OpattEcrOul titv c1KOitV EK trov c1ltEI1<PUIVOVtrov Opi]vrov Kui trov UAAroV trov EKEi 
Kpu<piro<; AEYOI1EVroV». L'espressione conclusiva del brano citato rimanda alla distinzione, 
gill. sottolineata da Giuliano, fra aspetti pubblici e misterici del culto metroaco. 

127 La bibliografia sui tema, oggetto di accesi dibattiti, e notoriamente assai ampia. 
Basti qui ricordare Ie posizioni equilibrate di M. P. Nilsson (Early Orphism and kindred 
Religious Movements, in HTR XXVIII 1935, 181-230), W. K. C. Guthrie (Orpheus and 
Greek Religion, London 1935, trad. fro Paris 1956) e M.-J. Lagrange (Introduction a 
I'etude du Nouveau Testament, IV Critique historique, I. Les mysteres: /'orphisme, Paris 
1937) che discutono ampiamente Ie conclusioni delle ricerche anteriori. Una pill recente 
messa a punto di alcuni aspetti del problema in varii lavori di U. Bianchi (Or/eo e 
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E' peraltro significativo ai fini della storia religiosa del mondo tardo
antico che in alcuni autori, quali un Giuliano e un Prodo, l'esegesi 
misteriosofica si accompagni ad un reale a profondo impegno nella 
concreta vita religiosa del culto frigio. L'indagine critica manternl 
accuratamente distinto il livello della prassi cultuale, con i connessi 
contenuti mitici ed ideologici, riconoscibile dal complesso della documen
tazione come patrimonio comune e caratteristico dell' area religiosa 
metroaca nel corso del suo sviluppo storico, rispetto alle varie formule 
interpretative che, ispirate da particolari presupposti dottrinali, han no 
utilizzato ai propri fini i dati offerti da quell'area religiosa. Tuttavia si 
riconosceni che il culto frigio, senza essere certo riducibile, nella sua 
varieta di manifestazioni e diversita di livelli religiosi, a tali interpreta
zioni «sofiche», quando attrae l'attenzione degli esegeti neoplatonici 
mostra di aver raggiunto l'ultima e matura fase di quel processo che, 
fin dai primi secoli dell'Impero, ha inserito i personaggi divini ai quali 
si rivolge in una dimensione astrale e cosmica, frutto di elaborazioni 
speculative rna percepita anche nell'attualita della pratica religiosa, 
almeno in alcuni ambienti di fedeli. 

l'orfismo nell'epoca c1assica, in SMSR XXVIII, 1957, 151-156; L'orphisme a exisu!, in 
Melanges d'histoire des religions ofJerts a H.-Ch. Puech, Paris 1974, 129-137; La religione 
greca, Torino 1975,225-239; Prometeo, Or/eo, Adamo, cit., 129-143). 



ABERAMENTHO 

MICHEL TARDIEU 
(Paris) 

A trois reprises, Ie codex Askewianus (ed. C. Schmidt, Copen hague 
1925) associe Ie nom de Jesus au mot Aberamentho par une proposition 
normative: Ie €T€ ~B€p~M€NeW TI€ (367,22; 354,8 et 360,5: 
Aberanentho). Dans Church and Gnosis (Cambridge 1932, 81-83), 
F. C. Burkitt a emis l'hypothese qu'Aberamentho sera it une transcrip
tion dHectueuse de 'PaoullaVeUe;, BpaoullaVeUe; en eolien, d'ou deriverait 
notre Aberamentho, et que par consequent, qualifie de Rhadamanthe, 
Jesus aurait ete assimile it une divinite infernale! C. Bonner (Studies in 
Magical Amulets, Ann Arbor 1950) traita cette hypothese de «futile 
speculation» (203) mais ne proposa lui-meme aucune explication ni du 
palindrome en son en tier et en tant que tel chez les magiciens ni du 
pourquoi de sa recuperation chez les gnostiques de l'Askewianus. C'est 
it ces deux questions que je souhaite repondre. 

Tout d'abord, it quoi sert Ie palindrome? Dans quel contexte appa
rait-il? Treize emplois peuvent etre releves dans la collection des papyrus 
grecs magiques, reunie par les soins de Karl Preisendanz, PG M2, 
Stuttgart 1973-4 [= P.]. 

1. Une recette de phylactere dont Ie materiau se compose de poils 
arraches it la moustache d'un chat prevoit, dans Ie P. Mimaut (= III 
P.), la recitation d'une priere vesperale it Helios-Mithra, «Ie saint 
navire» et «Ie saint roi»; les noms de l'adjuration «en langue hebralque» 
(Ka'ta 'ti'je; tPpUlKi'je; q)(Ovi'je;, 119) s'achevent par l'incantation du palin
drome d'Aberamentho, qui se presente ainsi (117-118): 

all£pall£VeCOOUeA£[p ]e£~ava~[ £ep£AeUO ]coeV£llap£pa. 

2. Le commencement du meme papyrus precise comment, pour 
confectionner un charme de victoire, Ie praticien utilise Ie cadavre 
d'un chat male qu'il a fait perir par noyade; il doit, entre autres, 
introduire dans les trois ouvertures du chat trois lamelles con tenant 
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les sortileges dont il a besoin; sur la deuxieme lamelle placee dans 
l'oreille est inscrit Ie palindrome (67-68) : 

a[~Epa~]EVemo[Ue]AEpaE~[av]a~E[ep]EAeUomEeVE[~apE~a]. 

3. Un fragment de recette pour attirer a soi (agogJ), conserve dans 
Ie P. Os1. 3 (lye s.) et edite par S. Eitrem (= XXXYIII P.), contient 
une invocation au dieu heliaque «en saillie sur l'ocean» (6 tv 'tQ> 
WKEUVQ> oXEumv, 15-16; cf. III,142-144 P.); la priere egrene les huit 
aspects animaliers ou formes du dieu, c'est-a-dire ses noms, selon les 
heures du jour. La forme du dieu a la troisieme heure est celle d'un 
serpent, et son nom est (20-21): 

a~EpavvE~avE emue. 

4. La priere consecratoire (telete) a usage multiple du codex grec 
de Paris (= IY P.) a la meme structure que Ie charme d'amour du 
P. Os1. 3; Helios Cosmocrator, dominateur de la mer, est invoque 
comme etant Ie «grand serpent qui marche en tete de tous les dieux»; 
la priere Ie qualifie en copte de «dieu de tous les dieux» et l'identifie 
a Sabaoth Adonai; a la troisieme heure du jour, ici aussi, sa forme 
est celle d'un serpent, et son nom est (1656-7): 

a~EKpavE~EXEO emue, 

Ie dieu Thot etant ici associe a la vierge Mekran ou Mekhran qui est 
Ie troisieme des Tyche a visages de serpents et a robes de byssus 
qui gardent Ie ciel (cf. egalement IY 671 P.; Mekram ap. W. Gundel, 
Dekane u. Dekansternbilder2 , 80, n° 28). 

5. Dans la salutation du matin a Helios, qui accompagne l'acte rituel 
(poiesis) decrit dans Ie P. Bero1. 5026 (= II P.), Apollon «souverain 
du monde» et «protecteur du feu» est proclame atnE~oucrto~ (101) 
et «reuni a lui-meme» (6 EaU'tQ> cruvYlv6~EVO~, 120-121) puis il est 
incante a l'aide du logos d'Aberamenth6 (125-126): 

a~Epa~EVemoUeAEpeE~ava~EepEAuomeVE~apE~a; 

or ce dernier est precede de l'expression «createur des eaux» (K'tlcr'ta 
UOU'tIDV, 122) et suivi de la formule: «dieu tres grand et fort» (6 
~EYlcr'tO~ Kat icrxupo~ eE6~, 126). 

6. La recette pour invoquer Apollon (apol!oniake epiklesis) du P. 
Bero1. 5025 (= I P.), qui est une demande d'oracle pour «amener Ie 
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dieu a soi» (292), prt!voit que la meche de la lampe necessaire a 
l'incantation doit etre un morceau de lin fin, sur lequel on aura 
ecrit au prealable les deux palindromes d'Aberamentho et d'Aemina 
(294): 

a~£paI-U;Veo)OUA£pe£~ava~£ep£VAUOO)eV£llapal~al ; 

l'incantation a Apollon anax qui suit assimile Ie dieu heIiaque aux 
anges du «grand Zeus»: Michel et Gabriel, et aux noms divins: 
Abrasax, Aion, Adonaios et Eloaios. 

7. Vne recette pour s'emparer d'un voleur, dans Ie P. Lond. 46 
(= V P.), presente une invocation a Hermes-lao «porte-Iumiere», qui 
se termine par la double recitation du palindrome d'Aberamentho 
accompagnant Ie rite sacrificiel (178-179) : 

a~£pall£Veo)OUA£pe£~£va~crov£AucrO)eV£llap£~a. 

8. Le logos complet d'Aberamentho revient a deux reprises dans une 
recette de ligature (kdtokhos), utilisable en toute occasion, du P. Osl. 
1 (= XXXVI P.); sur une tablette de plomb doivent etre graves les 
noms de Seth et Ie grand palindrome entourant la figure typhonienne 
(7-8) : 

a~£ppall£Veo)OUA£pe[ £ ]~ava~£ep£AUOO)ell£llap£~a ; 

Ie texte ajoute: tOU ~lle et repete la formule a droite de la figure 
sethienne (10-14) en changeant afk .. en ta~£ ... et 1l£lla ... en V£lla ... 

9. Vne presentation et un contexte similaires se lisent dans Ie P. 
land. 87 (= LVIII P.) ou il est recommande au praticien de lecher 
ala pleine lune la tablette de plomb qui porte graves les noms typhoniens 
s'achevant par l'incantation du palindrome (36-39) : 

all£Veo)OU[A£p ]e£~ava~[ £ep ]£AUWe[ V£ ]Ilap£~a. 

10. Pour l'amant depite qui veut se venger de sa maitresse, une 
recette du codex grec de Paris (= IV P.) recommande de dessiner sur 
une brique crue un ane au galop enduit de sang de porc et de suc d' oignon, 
puis d'inscrire sur la brique, en meme temps que la priere a Typhon 
«qui ebranle Ie monde» son «grand et honorable nom», c'est-a-dire 
Ie logos d' Aberamentho (3272), en consequence de quoi la femme desiree 
sera frappee du «mouvement de la mer», c'est-a-dire deviendra totale
ment insomniaque. 
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11. Ecrite sous forme d'un billet de NephOtes a Psammetique roi 
d'Egypte et dans Ie but d'obtenir un oracle par lecanomancie, une 
recette du meme codex enumere titres et fonctions de Typhon «porte
sceptre» et «dieu des dieux»; il est proclame ava~ (181) puis Ie 
document ajoute immediatement: a~£pall£vfkoou A6yo~, autrement 
dit Ie praticien doit reciter alors Ie palindrome d'Aberamentho, grace 
auquel, au terme de l'invocation, il deviendra maitre de l'icr6e€O~ q>ucrt~ 
(220), c'est-a-dire de la puissance magique qui rend egal aux dieux 
et contraint a manifestation. 

12. Dans Ie rouleau demotique de Londres et de Leyde, edite par 
F. Ll. Griffith et H. Thompson et date paleographiquement de la fin du 
lIe ou du debut du IIIe s., une imprecation grecque conservee dans la 
partie du rouleau appartenant au Musee de Leyde (J 383, col. xxiii = 
XIV P.), contient une liste de noms typhoniens servant a exprimer 
l'aMEvtt1cov ovolla, c'est-a-dire Ie nom souverain en efficacite et 
absolument decisif grace auquel tout ennemi personnel sera reduit 
a I'impuissance par une fievre carabinee. La liste des noms imparables 
des divinites acolytes de Seth dans l'outre-tombe, parmi lesquels sont 
nommes Soro, Neboutosoualeth, Aktiophi et Ereshkigal, se clot par 
l'enonce du logos complet d'AberamenthO suivi des syllabes liminaires 
du palindrome d'Aemina (24): 

a~£paIlEVeffiOUAEpe£~ava~£ep£AUffieVEllapE~a. 

13. Une imprecation contenue dans Ie P. Cairo 10563, recemment 
reedite par A. Henrichs (= LIX P.), prevoit qu'Isis accablera de cha
timents tout violeur de la tombe de son orant defunt : Phteious appele 
aussi Sai'oneis, fils de Sentaesis; Ie texte de l'invocation precedant 
la menace se compose d'une double serie de quatre appels typhoniens 
suivis de quatre palindromes. «Toi, l'esclave du glorieux Ablanatha
nalba; toi, Ie serviteur du beau dieu Akrammakhamarei; toi, l'esclave 
de Iaeo Sabao Abrasax Adonai; toi, Ie serviteur des dieux beaux et 
glorieux». Suit la grande tetrade a formation retrograde: Aberamentho 
en tete, puis Aemina et Erekisith, en fin Iaeo. Le palindrome d' Aberamen
tho, qui ouvre la serie, s'enonce ainsi (6) en lecture continue: 

a[~£] pallEVeffiO[ UAEpe]E~ava~Eep£A[ U ]OffieVEllapE~a. 

Ces emplois du palindrome dans Ie domaine greco-egyptien appellent 
quelques observations. La composition de la formule est constante en 
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depit de corruptions minimes. Sa lecture par aller et retour en fait 
par excellence un outil utilisable dans Ie contexte des representations 
et personnifications du cycle astral et solaire (1-7); Quant a son emploi 
dans les imprecations typhoniennes (8-13), il reste un produit du syn
cretisme, lie essentiellement a la croyance a l'efficacite souveraine de 
son incantation et non a la nature des elements qui Ie compo sent. 
Les manipulateurs antiques ont reI eve dans sa facture les deux unites 
significatives suivantes : Ie patronyme divin enonce par la formule est 
Thot (3 et 4) avec son titre grec : ava~ (6 et 11). 

Or, etant donne la consonance «hebraique» de la formule entiere 
(cf. 1) et les titres de «createur des eaux», «dominateur de la mer», 
«en saillie sur l'ocean» (5. 4.3.) attribues a Thot-Helios, l'ensemble du 
palindrome peut etre interprete comme une formulation de la demiurgie 
de Thot sur Ie do maine de l'eau. 

Ainsi, a~Epa-)lEV apparait comme une transcription de l'hebreu 
0'7.) 1':JN «fort» ou «puissant des eaux» (en lecture inversee apres 
anax); 9ro( 0 )u9 est la forme copte et grecisee du nom du dieu; la 
seconde forme intervenant apres anax est arameenne: 9u(0)ro9, cf. 
P. Boylan, Thoth the Hermes of Egypt, Oxford 1922, 4-5; AEp9- est 
l'abreviation ~ avec finale -E~ des noms de demons ici imposee par 
necessite anagogique ~ de AEp9)ltv ou AEp9E)ltVro (cf. IV,3269-70 P., 
contexte immediat de 10), qui est la lecture inversee de "N 11m (non 
inversee apres anax): «dieu de pluie» ou «dieu rosee», cf. M. Schwab, 
Vocabulaire de l'angt!/ologie, 409; ava~, enfin, est la piece maitresse 
et la plaque tournante du palindrome puisque ce mot proclame la 
souverainete du dieu et assure, par la lettre v, la circularite des phonemes. 
De la sorte est obtenue l'interpretation du logos complet: « Puissant 
des eaux, Thot, dieu de pluie, 0 souverain: pluie de Dieu, Thot, 
aux eaux puissantes». 

Le lien entre Thot et les eaux n'est pas une invention du fabricant 
du palindrome. Le scarabee E 3408, XVIIIe Dyn., du Musee du Louvre, 
etudie par E. Drioton (cf. ER 1, 1933, 39-51), met l'inondation du 
Nil sous la dependance du dieu-lune: «C'etait precisement en qualite 
de Thot que Ie roi (= Thoutmosis III) etait cense gouverner, du haut 
du ciel, l'inondation du Nil» (46). A l'appui de cette doctrine de 
la demiurgie de Thot sur les eaux, Drioton mentionne un passage du 
ch. 62 du Livre des morts selon sa recension d'epoque ptolemaique 
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transmise par Ie P. Turin 1791, pI. XXIII Lepsius, dans lequel Ie Nil 
est appele ~bbw gbwty, «domaine de l'eau de Thot». 

Or un tel remaniement du texte dans Ie sens du syncretisme n'est pas 
aussi isole et tardif que Ie pensait Drioton. Mme M. Bellion me signa Ie 
que l'expression est attestee entre XXVIe Dyn. et epoque ptolemaique 
dans la table d'offrandes Guimet n° 5, cf. J. Capart, Recueil de 
monuments egyptiens, I, Bruxelles 1902, pI. XLVIII; sous la XIxe Dyn. 
dans la recension du meme ch. 62 du Livre des morts transmise par 
Ie P. Louvre 3092 (III 93), cf. S. Ratie dans [FAO Bibi. d'Et. 43, 
Le Caire 1963; sous la XVIIIe Dyn. - donc contemporain du scarabee 
E - dans la recension du meme passage du Livre des morts transmise 
par Ie P. Nebseni, Br. Mus. 9900, cf. Naville, Das aegyptische Todten
buch, II, Berlin 1886, pI. 128 Aa; dans les Coffin Texts, enfin, de la 
XIIe Dyn., cf. A. de Buck, The Egyptian CT, V, 8d, spell 356. 

L'antique assimilation de Re par Thot comme demiurge et maitre de 
l'eau a donc perdure jusqu'<ll'epoque greco-romaine ou Hermes est aussi 
HeIios (3. 4. 7.), «souverain du monde» et «createur des eaux» (5), 
«seigneur de l'Aion» et «de tout part entoure d'eau» ainsi que Ie de
clare un fragment du ve livre des Ptolemaika cite dans Ie P. Leid. W 
(= XIII 982. 991 P.). Nee sous Ie Moyen Empire et restee vivace dans 
les grimoires, cette tradition d'Hermes gardien du domaine de l'eau 
sera recueillie par les homerisants allegoristes et les doxographes pla
toniciens. Dans Ie nEpi UYUAIl<itOlv, Porphyre lui aussi fait d'Hermes 
Ie logos createur et interprete de toutes choses (17*, 15 Bidez). Trois 
siecles plus tard, sous Justinien, Jean Lydus entend encore dire qu'Hermes 
est celui qui preside aux eaux: lhpopov 'tow UOU'tOlV (Demensibus IV,76; 
129,5 Wunsch)! 

De la sorte, l'assimilation de Jesus it Aberamenth6 proposee par 
l'Askewianus n'est ni abstruse ni fantaisiste. E1le prend place dans 
l'histoire des interpretes de cette tradition. La mention du plus beau 
des palindromes accolee au nom de Jesus a un sens immediatement 
saisissable dans Ie texte et Ie contexte. Jesus est Aberamenth6 parce qu'il 
exerce la fonction d'Hermes-Thot comme souverain de tous les G'tOtXEiu, 
lettres et elements. II est Ie maitre de l'alphabet parce que, dieu du 
verbe comme Hermes, il possede la science d'incanter les voyelles 
divines et les noms sacres (cf. 353,9-12; 353,25-354,1 Schmidt). II est 
Ie maitre des elements parce que, anax du domaine liquide comme 
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Thot, il marche sur la mer (M! 14,25-26), sur les flots de la mer 
(TSY~, sur l'eau (Ta~; de h'1 vient que l'auteur gnostique Ie fait se 
tenir sur l'eau de l'ocean (353,6-7 Schmidt). C'est donc it bon droit 
que Jesus peut etre proclame logos d'Aberamenth6 (p. 354,8 Sch.) 
puisqu'il personnifie la puissance souveraine que les papyrus attribuent 
it ce palindrome. Sa parole est acte, et ce que son verbe dit, la machi
nerie cosmique l'execute aussitot (cf. 354,9-18). 

La culture de celui qui composa Ie palindrome et celie du redacteur 
de la partie finale de l'Askewianus sont identiques: une Egypte ou un 
rabbin peut fabriquer pour son consultant palen une formule magi que 
qui enonce la doxologie de Thot dans la langue de celui qui «etend sa 
main sur la mer» (Ex 14,26-27) et ou un didascale chretien peut rediger 
pour ses auditeurs un texte de revelation pro clamant la doxologie de 
Jesus dans Ie langage de la clientele des magiciens. 



L'ICONOGRAPHIE D'ATTIS MOURANT 

MAARTEN J. VERMASEREN 
(Utrecht) 

Apres la publication des volumes III et IV du Corpus Cultus Cybelae 
Attidisque qui traitent les monuments de l'Italie et surtout de leurs 
centres principaux, Rome et Ostie,l et apres la publication de mon 
livre Cybele and Attis, the Myth and the Cult,2 M. Ie Docteur Federico 
Zeri, citoyen de la ville moderne de Mentana, la ville antique de 
Nomentum, a eu I'extreme obligeance de m'ecrire qu'il est en possession 
d'une nouvelle statue, inedite, d'un Attis mourant; ensuite il a bien 
voulu m'en envoyer des photographies (Pis I-II) et me permettre d'en 
donner la premiere publication. La statuette, que j'ai pu etudier en 1978 
pendant une visite inoubliable it cette riche collection du Dr F. ZerV 
est en marbre blanc (hauteur 0.26; longeur 0.54) et eIle a ete trouvee 
il y a beaucoup d'annees dans Ie Tibre, entre Rome et Ostie. La 
statuette doit donc avoir appartenu it un petit Metroon ou Attideum 
situe dans un des multiples villages qui longent la rive gauche du 
Tibre et la Via Ostiensis. Apres la destruction du sanctuaire probable
ment par les Chretiens, on a jete ce temoignage precieux d'un culte 
deteste dans la fleuve, comme on I'avait fait parfois avec les corps de 
certains Empereurs mauvais. On trouve d'aiIIeurs des traces de cette 
destruction violente, surtout sur la partie gauche de la tete d'Attis 
jadis soutenue par sa main gauche; les deux jambes et les pieds manquent 
encore, ainsi que la plus grande partie du bras droit. Le jeune berger 
est couche sur un rocher, ce qui lui permet de faire reposer la tete 

1 M. J. Vermaseren, Corpus Cultus Cybelae Attidisque (CCCA) (EPRO 50), Leiden 
1977": I Asia Minor; II Graecia atque insulae (en preparation); III [talia-Latium, 
Leiden 1977; IV [talia-aliae provinciae, Leiden 1978; V Africa, Hispania, Gallia, Britannia; 
VI Germania et aliae provinciae; VII Musea et collectiones privatae, Leiden 1977; VIII 
Gemmae atque monetae; IX Addenda et indices. 

2 London 1977. 
3 Sur cette collection cf C. PaJa, Nomentum (Forma ltaJiae, Reg. I, vol. XII), 

Roma 1976. Les photographies (PJanches I et II) ont ete executees par J'Institut 
allemand a Rome. 
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dans une position naturelle. II est habille d'un vetement oriental. qui 
se compose d'un bonnet phrygien dont les couvre-oreilles ont ete 
conserves pour la plus grande partie, d'une tunica manicata entouree 
d'une large ceinture, et d'un manteau couvrant les epaules. Ce vete
ment montre partout des plis profonds faits au foret. La jambe droite 
doit avoir repose sur la jambe gauche inclinee sur laquelle on peut 
observer encore une partie des anaxyrides. Ainsi meme l'Attis couche 
ales jambes croisees comme sur les representations habituelles du 
dieu debout. 4 Sur Ie lit rocheux et pres de la tete d' Attis, on voit Ie 
pedum et une syrinx avec sept tuyaux, mais en cet endroit Ie rocher 
est partiellement endommage. Vne corde montre que cet instrument 
musical pourrait eventuellement avoir ete attache a une branche d'un 
arbre, un pin ou cypres, comme on peut l'observer sur d'autres 
monuments du culte metroaque. 5 Dans sa main droite, qui repose 
sur la cuisse, Attis tient un epi de ble et une branche terminee par 
des graines de pavots. Meme si Ie sculpteur a cree une statue un peu 
academique, Ie visage du dieu est toutefois impressionant: la bouche 
mi-ouverte, Ie large nez oriental, les yeux ouverts et nerveux, les longues 
boucles de cheveux nous montrent un jeune homme qui meurt trop 
t6t sur les rives du fleuve Gallus ou Sangarius en Asie Mineure, 
fleuve main tenant rempla<;e par Ie Tibre. 6 Les yeux ouverts in diques 
par un cercle et un petit trou dans Ie centre permettent de dater la 
sculpture des dernieres decennies du troisieme siecle de notre ere. 
Aussi la statue appartient a un groupe de representations d'Attis 
mourant dont les monuments les plus importants en Italie ont ete 
trouves justement en Ostie. 

Nous savons par les auteurs antiques,7 specialement par Ie poete 

4 Sur l'iconographie d'Attis cf M.l. Vermaseren, The Legend of Allis in Greek 
and Roman Art (EPRO 9), Leiden 1966; idem, lconografia e iconologia di Allis in ltalia, 
dans Studi Romagnoli 27, 1976,47-62. 

5 CCCA III, index. 
6 Cf Ie texte de Pline, NH, XXXI,5,9 = p. 30 ed. G. Serbat (et pas 2,9 comme 

est mentionne dans CCCA IV, no 104) qui compare les sources de Venafrum avec 
celles du Gallus. En general, voyez Fr. di Capua, Un epigra/e stabiese e il culto della 
« Deum Mater» presso Ie sorgenti di acque minerali, dans Rend. Ace. Napoli XXI, 1941, 
75-85 avec bibliographie anterieure. 

7 En general M.l. Vermaseren, Legend, 3 ss; Cybele and Allis, 90 ss. 
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Ovide 8 et par I 'apologiste Arnobe, 9 que la legende la plus connue 
sur les relations amoureuses de CybeIe et d'Attis etait transmise par 
les pretres du sanctuaire de Pessinus ou se trouvait Ie centre du culte 
metroaque en Asie Mineure. Le beau berger phrygien doit mourir 
parce qu'il est devenu infideIe a la Grande Deesse-Mere dont il est 
Ie protege ou Ie fils et l'amant favori. 10 Son amour pour une simple 
Nymphe, pas du tout comparable a une Deesse majestueuse, devait 
devenir ainsi une passion desastreuse qui causera sa mort. Devenu 
fou par la jalousie de Cybele, il en arrive a s'emasculer; il meurt couche 
so us un pin, sur un rocher auquel son sang donnera maintenant pour 
toujours une couleur rouge. 11 Des fleurs et specialement des violettes 
naissent egalement du sang coulant. Les auteurs ne racontent pas 
expressivement que Ie jeune victime renaitra mais Attis semble en 
tout cas appartenir a cette fameuse categorie des divinites qui chaque 
annee, apres l'hiver, s'eveillent de nouveau et donnent de la fertilite 
au pays. Les artistes aussi reproduisent la version pessinuntienne de 
la legende et parfois ils y ajoutent des traits interessants et realistes: 
ainsi selon une tradition ancienne, ils representent sur des reliefs, des 
statues ou des lampes Ie malheureux Attis mourant trop jeune et 
couche, comme un fils unique et deplore sur une peinture d'une tombe 
etrusque ou sur Ie couvercle d'un sarcophage romain. 12 Quand les 
sculpteurs furent obliges d'executer pour la premiere fois une represen
tation d'Attis mourant, ils ont donc trouve dans leur entourage immediat 
des prototypes existants qu'ils ont dfi seulement adapter a la legende 
phrygienne. Aussi les artistes romains font parfois une allusion a 
l'eviration, acte deteste et meme defendu par les RomainsY Mais 

8 Ovid., Fasti, IV, 179ss; Met., VIII, 751; Met., X, 103ss; Ibis, 505s; cf Vermaseren, 
Legend, 32. 

9 Paus., VII,17; Arnobius, Adv. Nat., V,5-7. 
10 Voyez aussi n. 27 (Attis fils). 
11 Stace, Silv., 1,5, 36-41, cf sur ce texte L. Robert, Maesta Synnas, Stace, Attis 

et II'S monnaies, dans JS 1962, 43-55. 
12 Voyez p.e. un couvercle d'un sarcophage de l'ancien Musee de Latran: O. Benn

dorf-R. Schone, Die antiken Bildwerke des Lateranischen Museums, Leipzig 1867, no 501; 
Fr. Cumont, Recherches sur Ie SymbolismI' funeraire des Romains, Paris 1942, 400 et 
PI. XLII,!; Helbig, Fuhrer 14, Tiibingen 1963, 725 no 1011 (troisieme siecle). Voyez 
ici PI. III, I. 

13 Dig., XLVIII,8,4,2 (= II, p. 820 I'd. Th. Mommsen): «nemo liberum servumve 
invitum sinentemve castrare debet, neve quis se sponte castrandum praebere debet». 
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dans notre nouvelle statue, cet element est absent et la scene est 
harmonieuse et tranquille. Attis donne plutot l'impression qu'il s'est 
reveille apres un long sommeil hivernal et qu'il apporte aux habitants 
du pays les nouveaux epis du ble, sinon il tiendrait egalem.ent une 
branche de pavots, symbole du royaume des morts.14 On pourrait 
attribuer a la meme serie deux terres cuites provenant respectivement 
de S. Maria Capua Vetere et de Tarsos (?) en Asie Mineure. La 
premiere a ete trouvee il y a un siec1e dans une necropole situee pres 
d'un temple dans Ie village Curti (pres de Capoue) et est actuellement 
perdue. 15 Mais seIon un dessin conserve, la terre cuite represente 
Attis etendu sur un rocher. Le dieu porte Ie bonnet phrygien et une 
longue tunica manicata; il tient dans ses mains un masque barbu, 
probablement celui d'un dieu fluvial, qui doit faire une allusion a 
sa mort pres du fleuve Sangarius. 11 n'est pas du tout impossible -
mais nous ne Ie savons pas - que cette statuette ait ete mise dans la 
tombe d'unjeune homme pour l'identifier avec Ie jeune berger phrygien. 
La seconde statuette 16 fait partie d'une lampe sur laquelle Attis, en 
costume oriental, se repose et tient dans ses mains une grande torche. 
Ce dernier trait ne se rencontre pas sur d'autres monuments d'Attis 
mourant et l'on peut done se demander si eIle represente effectivement 
les derniers moments du dieu. D'autre part une petite sculpture prove
nante de l'Attideum d'Ostie 17 appartient sans aucun doute au meme 
groupe. Ce monument, date du second siec1e apres J.e., montre un 
Attis en costume oriental avec ceinture, etendu sur un lit rocheux 
avec coussinet comme sur les monuments precedents, mais main tenant 

Cf. Th. Mommsen, R6misches Strafrecht, Leipzig 1899; Graz 19552 , 637 avec n. 5 
pour les auteurs romains (specialement Suet., Dom., 7); Fr. Cumont, Rei. or. 4 , 48 et 
223 n. 9; Hitzig dans PWRE III, 1772 s. v. castratio; Hug dans PWRE III (Suppl.), 450 s 
s. v. Eunuchen. Voyez aussi P. W. van der Horst, The Sentences of Pseudo-Phocylides, 
Leiden 1978, 235 s no 187: «Cut not a youth's masculine procreative faculty» avec 
bibliographie. Un cas interessant est mentionne par Iustin, Apol., 1,29 (sous Felix, prefet 
d'Egypte entre 150-153). Pour l'eviration dans les Sentences de Sextus cf R. van den Broek, 
Niet-Gnostisch Christendom in Alexandrie voor Clemens en Origenes, dans NTT 33, 
1979, 287-299, specialement 292 s. 

14 Sur Ie symbolisme des pavots: Cumont, Symb. fun., 219 n. 4; 397 ss. 
15 CCCA IV, no 92 et fig. 7. 
16 Vermaseren, Legend, 34 n. 5 and PI. XX. Le monument sera publie de nouveau 

dans CCCA I. 
17 CCCA III, no 378. 
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il tient dans sa main gauche une syrinx, pres de ses pieds on voit une 
paire de cymbales et sur Ie rocher une double flute est representee. 
Ces instruments musicaux et leur musique enervante l'ont porte a la 
folie qui a cause son eviration et sa mort. Mais comme sur Ie nouveau 
monument, ce trait cruel de l'emasculation est omis; Ie sculpteur 
se contente de montrer la mort du dieu phrygien mais pas la cause. 

II est interessant de noter que ce meme type «paisible» est connu 
egalement en Asie Mineure et en Grece. Dans la meme periode donc 
les artistes suivent un certain des sin tres repandu. Les monnaies de 
Cyzique,18 une ville 011 com me dans toute la province de Phrygie 
Ie culte metroaque est bien atteste, montrent pendant la periode des 
Antonins Attis couche sur la terre. Ses vetements, une tunica manicata 
et des anaxyrides, sont ornes d'etoiles; dans sa main droite allongee 
il tient une patere et il fait reposer son bras gauche sur une ciste. 
Dans Ie fait que les jambes croisees d' Attis ont ete liees avec une 
chaine, M. H. von Fritze voit une confirmation d'une texte de Plutarque, 19 
qui raconte que se10n une legende des Paphlagoniens, Ie jeune dieu 
est lie et dort pendant l'hiver pour se reveiller au commencement du 
printemps. Mais il y a aussi d'autres monnaies de la meme ville sur 
lesquelles on peut voir Attis dans la meme attitude couchCe, mais 
cette fois les anaxyrides sont ouvertes pour montrer bien Ie ventre. 
On retrouve ce trait caracteristique qui veut mettre en relief soit 
l'eviration soit la bisexualite sur beaucoup de representations d'Attis 
androgyne. Les etoiles sur les vetements montrent d'autre part qu'Attis 
est devenu a la fin du deuxieme siec1e une divinite cosmique. 20 

Des fouilles en Grece nous ont fait connaitre trois lampes d' Attis 
etendu; el1es ont ete fabriquees a Corinthe mais decouvertes respective
ment a Sparte, Patras et Isthmie. EI1es datent de la fin du deuxieme 
ou du commencement du troisieme siec1e. Les lampes ont ete etudiees 
recemment par Philippe Bruneau 21 et par Oscar Broneer,22 qui a 

18 H. von Fritze, Der Attiskult in Kyzikos, dans Nomisma IV, 1909,30 ss; Vermaseren, 
Legend, 32 s. 

19 Plut., Is. et Os., 69 (= p. 226 ed. J. Gwyn Griffiths). 
20 Cf Vermaseren, Legend, 50 s and PI. XXXII, I and 33 n. I. 
21 Ph. Bruneau, Lampes Corinthiennes, dans BCH XCV, 1971- II,437-501, speciale

ment 483 ss no 46 avec figs 46-50. 
22 O. Broneer, Isthmia III. Terracotta Lamps, Princeton 1977, 70 no 2842. Ces 

lampes seron! publiees de nouveau dans CCCA II. 
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decouvert I'exemplaire tout original dans des fouilles it Isthmie, actuelle
ment poursuivies par P. A. Clement. Les deux lampes de Patras et 
de Sparte sont d'une meme patrix et portent respectivement les signatures 
des pottiers P(h)osphoros et Preimos. Elles appartiennent au type 
«paisible» : Attis est it demi etendu sous un arbre; il est presque nu, 
parce qu'il porte seulement Ie bonnet phrygien et un manteau qui 
couvre les epaules et les hanches. II ales jambes croisees et il porte 
des sandales. La main droite repose sur sa cui sse gauche comme 
s'il voulait dissimuler son sexe; il tient dans la main gauche un pedum. 
II semble qu'une paire de cymbales soit suspendue aux branches de 
l'arbre; dans Ie champ on voit une syrinx, une flute droite, une flute 
courbee et sous la main du dieu un tympanum. Sur Ie bord de la 
lampe il y a une ran gee de feuilles de vignes alternant avec des grappes. 
Selon M. Broneer, la lampe de Patras est un moulage de la lampe 
de Sparte, main tenant it Berlin. Mais la lampe d'Isthmie represente 
un autre type plus complique parce qu'on voit main tenant Attis 
mourant en presence de Cybele assise sur un trone flanque de deux 
lions. Le dieu est it demi etendu sous un pin; il est bien reconnaissable 
it son vetement phrygien. II repose sa tete sur son bras gauche; dans 
sa main droite il tient un pedum; en dessous de son corps on voit 
deux flutes, une droite et une courbee, tandis qu 'une syrinx est suspendue 
it l'arbre. La signature du pottier Sekoundos situe la lampe dans Ie 
deuxieme siecie de notre ere. Cet objet precieux fut decouvert juste 
au-dessus du niveau du sol appartenant au sanctuaire de Palaimon. 
Aussi M. Broneer suggere que la lampe «with its allusions to the 
mystery cult of the Asiatic goddess, would have been an appropriate 
dedication in the shrine of Palaimon in which nocturnal rites of a 
mystic nature played a prominent role,» 

La lampe d'Isthmie est probablement une co pie unique d'un ou 
de plusieurs reliefs qui, dans un sanctuaire, devaient commemorer 
ce moment Ie plus dramatique de la liaison amoureuse de CybeJe 
et d'Attis. Nous en connaissons deux exemples pas identiques mais 
au moins comparables qui ne proviennent pas de Grece mais de la 
Liburnie, en Y ougoslavie, et de Thermai Theseos, dans la partie nord
est de la Lydie. Les sculptures de Burnum, un castrum dans I'interieur 
de la Liburnie, font partie d'une frise et furent recemment publies 
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de nouveau par Julijan Medini. 23 Cette frise appartient sans doute 
a un Metroon, qui, selon les fouilles, «etait situe dans la partie occidentale 
du soi-disant jeune pretorium, tandis que son pendant, a la partie Est 
de l'edifice, etait aussi un sanctuaire, consacre, pretend-on, a Venus 
ou bien a Rome, et orne de sequences du my the d'Adonis. On considere, 
a juste titre, que les deux sanctuaires etaient en rapport avec Ie culte 
imperial.» Cesreliefs, partiellement perdus, et Ie sanctuaire sont difficile
ment datables, mais personellement je suppose qu'une date se rappro
chant de la fin du deuxieme siecle est probable. 24 Selon Medini «la 
frise representait une suite d'au moins quatre scenes particulieres, 
separees l'une de l'autre par une bande plastique et dans la scene 
du champ droit, aux dimensions les plus etendues, Cybele se tient 
a gauche, a demi tournee vers Attis couche sous un arbre, et appuye 
contre celui-ci.» 

Un deuxieme ensemble est constitue par les trois reliefs rupestres, 
mal conserves, decouverts pres d'un sanctuaire thermal a Thermai 
Theseos (actuellement Hamam). Ces reliefs sont deja connus depuis 
longtemps.25 II semble qu'ici un affluent du fleuve Hermos soit identifie 
avec Ie Gallos ou Ie Sangarios, parce qu'on peut distinguer sur un 
des reliefs, connu aussi par un des sin du siecle passe, deux femmes, 
sans doute Cybele et une Nymphe qui, les bras leves, se lamentent pres 
du corps d'Attis etendu sur une litiere. On a suppose qu'un homme 
avec tunique courte etait aussi present. La scene est comme celIe de 
Burnum et devait inspirer les fideIes pendant les fetes de douleur 
et de joie commemorant surtout les moments les plus heureux et 
tristes de ce beau gar~on-dieu qui n'a pu rester fidele a sa passion 
pour la deesse imperieure et exigeante. II est interessant de noter 

23 Les publications les plus importantes de cette frise sont de E. Reisch, Das Stand
lager von Burnum, dans IOAI XVI, 1913 (Beiblatt), 112 ss et surtout les cols 119-122 
avec figs 33 et 34 et de J. Medini, Le culte de Cybete dans la Liburnie antique, dans 
Homm. Maarten I. Vermaseren II (EPRO 68), Leiden 1978,732-756 et surtout 744-746 
avec PI. eLV,1. 

24 La preuve que Burnum n'etait plus un centre militaire au deuxieme siecle (Medini, 
746 n. 23) n'est pas decisive pour la date des reliefs. 

25 Voyez un dessin dans S. Reinach, Voyage archeologique en Gn?ce et en Asie 
Mineure de M.P. Le Bas, Paris 1888; P. Hermann dans Denkschr. Ak. Wien 80, 1962, 
43 et PI. XI,3; Vermaseren, Attis, 8, 32; Karwiese dans IOAI 1971, 54 et fig. 3 apres 
Le Bas. Les reliefs seront publies de nouveau avec la bibliographie anterieure dans 
CCCA I (Asia Minor). 
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que naguere M. Peter Hermann 26 a pu publier une petite statuette 
(hauteur 0.18; largeur 0.48, donc un peu plus petit que la nouvelle 
statue de la collection Zeri) en marbre qui aura it ete decouverte 
au-dessus des reliefs rupestres puis transportee a ~ehitlioglu, situe a un 
k.m. de distance de Hamam. La statuette represente Attis a demi 
etendu mais la tete et la partie superieure du corps sont perdues. 
Le dieu est vetu d'une tunique, d'un manteau et des anaxyrides 
et il ales jambes croisees. On n'y voit pas d'instruments musicaux. 
Sur la base, se lit une epigramme dont les trois premieres lignes, 
bien conservees sont reproduites ci-dessous : 

MrrcEpoc; UeUVU'tffiV <l>puywv eUAOC; UYAUOV "Aurlv 
<'iv'tPC? €vi i;;UeEC?, YEl'tOVU NU'iubffiV, 

ElbpuO'EV KAElboUO'U OuUAI':V'tlAA' EU1tU'tEPEtU. 

Le savant editeur de cette inscription a deja note quelques obser
vations precieuses. D'abord Attis est mis en scene comme phrygien 
- la version phrygienne donc de la legende etait la plus repandue 
et suivie - et comme descendant, c'est a dire comme fils de la Mere 
des dieux elle-meme. Cette version est surtout connue par Lucien 
mais aussi par d'autres auteurs. 2 7 Le dieu est venere dans une grotte 
sacree 28 et ici dans une grotte voisine aux Nalades,29 des Nymphes 
aquatiques et surtout des sources. La dedicace de cette statuette a ete 
faite par Curtia Iulia Valentilla 30 que nous connaissons aussi par 
d'autres inscriptions de cette region ou sa famille possedait des terrains. 
Elle est la fille d'un Curtius Iulius Priscus 3.1 qui a ete archon Sardianorum 
et consularis pendant la regne de Septime Severe. 

Retournons a Ostie et a Rome, ou doit se situer I 'atelier de la nouvelle 
«statuette Zeri)) et ou les fouilles de I'Attideum par Monsieur Guido 

26 P. Hermann, Ergebnisse einer Reise in Nordostlydien, dans Denschr, Ak, Wien 
(philos.-hist. Klasse) 80, 1962,43 ss, no 36 et PL XI,1. Le monument sera repris dans 
CCCA I (Asia Minor). 

27 Cf Vermaseren, Attis, 9; Scholia ad Luc., lup. trag., 8 (p. 60, 13 ed. Rabe); 
cf Men comme fils de CybeJe sur une inscription de Kula (?): E, Schwertheim dans 
1st. Mitt. 25, 1975, 357-365 et PL 66. 

28 Pour la grotte sacree en general: D. M. Pippidi, Grottes dionysiaquesa Calla tis, 
dans BCH LXXXVIII, 1964, 151-158 avec bibliographie, 

29 Pour les Naiades cf L. Robert dans Hellenica 11,100; Hellenica IV, 8 ss; 78 ss. 
30 Groag-Stein, PIR IF, 395, no 1622. 
31 Groag-Stein, PIR IF, 389, no 1596. 
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Calza ont mis au jour deux autres statues d'Attis couch<:: qui toutes 
les deux montrent une grande originalite de conception artistique. 
Ces deux monuments montrent egalement un certain antagonisme: 
run reproduit Ie type «paisible», sans mettre l'accent sur l'eviration, 
tandis que I'autre represente justement cet acte de la maniere la plus 
realiste. 32 Cette scene cruelle se deroule aux bords du fleuve Sangarius 
ou Gallos, main tenant remplace par Ie Tibre parce qu'on y voit Ie 
masque barbu du dieu fluvial au milieu d'un taureau et d'une vache 
ou d'un mouton, puis il y a un bouc et un coq. Au-dessus de ce 
paysage rustique et des animaux symboJiques du culte metroaque, 
Attis est etendu au moment de sa mort tragique. II tient Ie bras 
droit avec Ie pedum derriere sa tete pour la soutenir mieux. Entre 
ses jambes on aper~oit la faucille (falx) et les testicules. Derriere Attis 
mourant, il ya un second berger phrygien debout. Doit-on l'identifier 
aussi avec Attis quelques instants avant sa castration sous cet arbre 
symbolique plein de fruits automnaux, ou annonce-t-il plutot un nouvel 
Attis et est-ce pour cette raison qu'il est represente plus petit que 
Ie personnage central? 

L'autre statue,33 beaucoup plus grande mais egalement datee du 
deuxieme siecie, exhale quand-meme une atmosphere differente, tout 
en ayant des affinites avec les representations d'Attis mourant. La 
statue montre plutot un dieu philosophique et cosmique, un dieu qui 
do it etre venere parce qu'il est devenu eternel par sa mort, un dieu 
donc qui pour ses fideles est devenu victorieux par son retour. Le 
lit rocheux, Ie masque barbu sur lequel Attis fait reposer son bras 
gauche avec Ie pedum nous deplacent de nouveau immediatement aux 
bords du fleuve. Le beau corps juvenile du dieu est seulement couvert 
par un manteau sur les epaules et les jambes afin de mieux montrer 
son hermaphroditisme. Le visage a des traits feminins; autour de ses 
longues boucles de cheveux, Attis porte une couronne de fruits; Ie 
bonnet phrygien est entoure de cinq rayons de soleil; sur Ie haut 
du bonnet repose un croissant lunaire d'ou emergent deux epis de ble; 
dans sa main droite il tient des epis de ble, des pommes de pin et des 
pavots. 

32 CCCA III, no 384. 
33 CCCA III, no 394. 
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On peut done remarquer que generalement, Ie dieu mourant porte 
des vetements orientaux mais plusieurs fois aussi les artistes preferent 
montrer son corps apollinien ou dionysiaque. Nous avons deja vu ce 
trait sur les lampes de Sparte et de Patras, toutes les deux fabriquees 
a Corinthe, et de nouveau sur ce fameux monument d'Ostie dedie par 
C. Cartilius Euplus, qui dedia maintes statues dans Ie grand complexe 
triangulaire et nous pourrons l'observer aussi sur un relief provenant 
de Glanum (St. Remy en Provence). Ce monument demontre par sa 
grande ressemblance avec les deux lampes grecques qu'il y avait des 
prototypes dont les autres representations ont ete d6rivees. 34 Toutefois, 
il ya toujours certaines caracteristiques personnelles de I'artiste. Dans 
Ie cas du relief de Glanum, l'artiste provincial a cree un entourage 
original. Maintenant Attis est etendu avec les jambes croisees sur Ie sol 
rocheux parseme de petites plantes entre deux grands arbres, un 
cypres et un palmier, qui tous les deux - on Ie sait deja depuis longtemps 
par les etudes profondes du grand savant beige Franz Cumont - ont 
une claire signification funeraire. 35 Sauf un bonnet phrygien et une 
pelerine flottante dans Ie vent chaud du doux pays du Rhone, Attis est 
nu et avec son bras droit il couvre les particularites de son sexe, A cote 
du dieu, on trouve Ie pedum du berger; puis alors il y a les instruments 
musicaux: une large syrinx est visible pres du cypres tandis qu'une 
flute droite (tibia) et une flute courbee (cornu) se trouvent a la droite 
du palmier. Ce relief aussi date du deuxieme siecle. 

Celui des fideles qui imite par excellence dans sa vie terrestre Ie sort 
triste qu'a subi Ie malheureux Attis est naturellement Ie gallus. Aussi 
nous ne nous etonnons pas quand nous voyons par ailleurs sur Ie 
pectoral d'une statue d'un archigallus provenant de Rome,36 Ie berger 
phrygien mourant, servant d'exemple a son pretre devoue. Cet orne
ment a la forme d'un temple et dans Ie tympan, Attis, avec les jambes 
croisees, repose sur son flanc gauche. II semble porter seulement un 
bonnet phrygien et une peJerine. On ne peut discerner s'il tient queIque 

-'4 Vermaseren, Legend, 35 and PI. XXI,2. Voyez ici PI. m,2. 
35 Fr. Cumont, Symh. fun., index s. v. palme; Cumont, La stiNe du danseur d'Antihes 

et son decor vegetal, Paris 1942. 
36 CCCA III, no 249 et Pis CXL-CXLI. En general G. M. Sanders, Gallos, dans 

RA C 8, 1972 cols 984-1034; G. M. Sanders, Les Galles et Ie Gallat devant ['opinion 
chretienne, dans Hommages a Maarten J. Vermaseren III (EPRO 68), Leiden 1978, 
1062-1091. 
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objet dans sa main droite, mais il soutient de la main gauche sa tete 
inclinee vers Ie sol. Pres de lui il y a une corne (?) et un pedum, 
attributs du berger. Carlo Pietrangeli,37 qui a consacre une belle publi
cation it cette statue connue depuis la fin de la Renaissance, suggere 
comme date Ie troisieme siecle. 

Une autre statue fameuse encore est celIe qui fut trouvee par Calza 38 

dans les fouilles de la necropole d'Isola sacra pres d'Ostie et qui date 
de la seconde moitie du troisieme siecle. Seulle couvercle du sarcophage 
est conserve. L'archigalle se repose pour jamais, soutenant sa tete 
de la main gauche; dans sa main droite il tient une branche de pin; 
pres de ses pieds on voit une cista mistica' avec serpent. Toujours 
cette meme attitude habituelle du mourant et du mort qui sera transmise 
par les siecles suivants, jusque dans ces monuments magnifiques de 
la Renaissance dedies aux Papes et aux eveques. 39 Mais ces monuments 
doivent donner l'impression d'un sommeil eternel, avec l'espoir d'une 
resurrection. Aussi la typologie d'un Attis mort pour toujours, exprimee 
sur un petit relief de Rome,40 n'a pas trouve d'imitations.41 Toutefois, 
meme ici, l'artiste a depose it la droite d'Attis un flambeau allume, 
symbole de la lumiere. Ainsi on peut dire egalement de la statue Zeri 
que son trait Ie plus caracteristique est Ie symbolisme exprime par 
les objets qu'il tient dans la main droite et par lesquels ce petit et 
beau monument devient immediatement comparable avec la grande 

37 C. Pietrangeli, La statua di un gallus nei Musei Capitolini, dans BCR IX, 1962,9-15. 
38 CCCA III, no 446. C{ nos 447 et 448. 
39 On pourrait penser it la tombe fameuse de Jules II dans I'Eglise de S. Pietro in 

Vincoli, cf Charles de Tolnay, Michelangelo, Princeton 1975, 98: «the statue of the 
Pope is a half-reclining figure (neither a Quattrocento corpse, nor sleeping as in the 
work of Andrea Sansovino) in the pose of a river god. Here Michelangelo repeats a 
motif of Etruscan tombs, by creating a figure leaning on one elbow.» See also H. E. 
s'Jacob, Beschouwingen over Christelijke gra/kunst voornamelijk in Frankrijk en Italii!, 
Leeuwarden 1950: H. E. s'Jacob, Idealism and Realism, A study of Sepulchral Symbolism, 
Leiden 1954. 

40 CCCA III, no 309. 
41 Un petit relief en terre cuite trouve dans la Basilica d'Ephese et datant probable

ment de l'epoque hellenistique, montre un Attis enfant enveloppe par des bandelettes 
mais qui ne couvrent pas son sexe. M. Stefan Karwiese explique cette representation 
comme un Attis mort (dans lOAI 1971, 50-62), mais personnellement je pense plutot 
it un Attis bebe, que l'artiste a clairement voulu caracteriser comme une representation 
du dieu phrygien. Pour cette terre cuite d'ailleurs unique, comparez les representations 
d'Attis bebe dans M.J. Vermaseren, Attis, to et PI. 1,1. 
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statue cosmique d'Attis dediee par Euplus: I'epi = la vie et Ies pavots 
= Ia mort; mais on pourrait aisement renverser cet ordre des sym
boles: 42 Ia mort et la vie nouvelle! 

Quelles perspectives! Vraiment, on peut observer, encore aujourd'hui, 
comment les paysans de Pessinunte battent Ie ble en grange sur un endroit 
circulaire proche de la necropole de leurs ancetres. 

42 Cf D. M. Cosi, Salvatore e salvezza nei Misteri di Attis, dans Aevum 50, 1976, 
42-71. 



UNE ANAPHORE INCOMPLETE? 

Les Fragments sur Papyrus Strasbourg Gr. 254 

H.A.l. WEGMAN 
(Utrecht) 

L'anaphore egyptienne ou alexandrine 1 se decele par les elements 
suivants: les supplications avant l'epinikios humnos, une epiclese avant 
Ie recit de l'institution, l'emploi de I Cor. 11,26 dans l'anamnese au 
sens strict (c'.a.d. l'emploi de Ka'tay"yf)"AOVTl:;~ au lieu de Ilq.lVYJIlEVOl), 
une seconde epiclese a la fin de la priere. Les dits elements, arranges 
ainsi, sont les distinctifs de cette anaphore; l'explication definitive 
de cet ensemble nous manque jusqu'ici. Pour rna part j'ai essaye 
d'expliquer ces particularites; je crois d'en avoir trouve la clef dans 
les fragments sur papyrus Strasbourg (sigle: Str. gr. 254), edite par 
M. Andrieu et P. Collomp.2 Apres une reconstruction meticuleuse 
les auteurs savants nous donnent leur conclusion (p. 512): «On ne 
connaissait jusqu'ici la liturgie de Saint Marc que par des manuscrits 
assez tardifs. Notre papyrus est peut-etre sept ou huit siecles plus ancien. 
II n'est d'ailleurs lui-meme qu'une copie, deja alteree, et Ie texte qu'il 
presente remonte plus haut. On peut, sans temerite, admettre que 
cette redaction de l'anaphore de Saint Marc eta it deja en circulation 
au temps de saint Athanase». Le point douteux est la fin du texte: 
une doxologie 'finale' avant Ie Sanctus. Les editeurs du papyrus 
supposent que Ie Sanctus, Ie recit de l'institution, l'anamnese et l'epiclese 

1 L'arriere-fond de l'anaphore egyptienne a ete l'objet des etudes multiples, qu'on 
trouve dans la bibliographie du receuil, edite par A. Hiinggi-I-Pahl, Prex eucharistica 
(Spicilegium Friburgense 12), Fribourg 1968,99-100; 101; 116; 120; 124-125; 140; 141. 
On notera encore: R. G. Coquin, L'anaphore alexandrine de saint Marc, dans Eucharisties 
d'Orient et d'Occident (Semaine liturgique de l'Institut Saint Serge), II, Paris 1970, 
51-82; 1. Godart, Traditions anciennes de la grande priere eucharistique, dans QLP 48, 
1967, 198-218; K. Hruby, La birkat hamazon; la priere d'action de graces apres Ie repas, 
Melanges Dom Botte, Louvain 1972, 205-222; E. von der Goltz, Tischgebete und Abend
mahlsgebete in der altchristlichen und griechischen Kirche, Leipzig 1906; W. Rordorf, 
G. Blond ea., L'eucharistie des premiers chretiens (Le point theologique 17), Paris 1976. 

2 M. Andrieu-P. Collomp, Fragments ·sur papyrus de l'anaphore de Saint Marc, 
dans RevSR 8, 1928,489-513 (voir l'appendix). 
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ont fait partie du texte, et que, par consequent, la priere reconstruite 
est incomplete. Void, par contre, mon hypothese: dans Ie texte de 
Str. gr. 254 je crois pouvoir trouver la couche la plus ancienne 
de la priere eucharistique egyptienne, une couche comparable a l'ana
phore reconstruite des Apotres Addai et Mari de la tradition chaldeenne. 
Ces vieilles couches de la priere eucharistique montrent beaucoup 
d'analogie avec la benediction de Didache 10, qui a son tour remonte 
indirectement a la benediction juive, la «birkat ha-mazon». Quoique 
degagee du repas, cette priere eucharistique a continue a exister comme 
descendante de la benediction strophique juive. 

1. Structure de fa priere 

En premier lieu nous faisons une analyse descriptive de l'anaphore 
de Saint Marc et de notre papyrus a l'aide des etudes de H. Engberding 
et R. Coquin. 3 Ensuite no us comparons Ie resultat avec des textes 
paralleles. 

1.1 L'anaphore de Saint Marc 

L'anaphore se deroule ainsi : 

a) la louange et l'offrande des dons, tout en rendant graces (eUXa
Plcr'tO\)V'te~ 1tpocrcpepOJleV); 

b) les intercessions; 
c) Ie «Sanctus», auquel se joint une formule de transition avec 

epiclese; 
d) Ie recit de l'institution avec l'anamnese (c'.a.d. une reponse au 

«faites ceci en memo ire de moi»); 
e) l'epiclese; 
f) la doxologie finale. 

A l'exception de la place des intercessions (b) la priere ressemble 
beaucoup a I 'anaphore antiochienne ou hagiopolite; sa structure 
coherente depuis Ie Sanctus Ie montre, sauf la formule de transition 
(Ie soi-disant Post Sanctus), qui est rudimentaire et dont l'epiclese 
courte a ete intercalee. La redaction plus ancienne a ete a mon avis: 

3 R. G. Coquin : note 1; H. Engberding, Neues Licht uber die Geschichte des Textes 
der iigyptischen Markusliturgie, dans OrChr 40, 1956, 40-68; id.: Das anaphorische 
Furbittgebet der griechischen Markusliturgie, dans OrChrPer 30, 1964,398-446. 
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«nAijPlle; yap Ecrnv roe; uAll€lroe; 6 oupavoe; Kat TJ yfi ,fie; aytae; crou 
(56~1le; btu ,fie; E1tupav€iae; tOU Kupiou Kat €leou Kat crro"tfipoe; TJllrov 
'Illcrou XptcrtOu ... on ... ,ij VUK,t U 1tap€bibou». Une telle formule 
se trouve dans l'anaphore de Saint Jean Chrysostome pour faciliter 
la transition du Sanctus au recit de l'institution. L'epiclese courte de 
l'anaphore de saint Marc nAijprocrov ... ,au'llv t11V €lucriav ... btU 
,fie; E1tUPOt,ijcr€roe; tOU ... 1tv€UllatOe; ne va pas bien avec Ie debut 
du recit de l'institution. L'intercalation serait a dater en plein 4me ou 
meme au Sme siecle. 

Ce qui frappe de plus, c'est Ie fait que, dans toutes ses parties a 
l'exception du debut (a), l'anaphore de Marc contient des emprunts 
quasi-directs de l'anaphore de Jerusalem, appelee aussi «de Saint 
Jacques». Partout dans notre priere on trouve des tournures ana
logues. Dans (a) c'est Ie passage sur la loi et les prophetes, par lesquels 
Dieu a rappele l'homme pecheur. Dom Engberding a trouve maints 
emprunts dans les intercessions (b). En ce qui concerne (c)-(d)-(e)-(f) 
l'emprunt de l'anaphore de Jerusalem est presque complet; une lecture 
attentive p.e. de (d)-(e) en fait la preuve. 

II semble, que so us l'influence de la liturgie hagiopolite l'anaphore 
egyptienne a ete adaptee au temps que l'anaphore de Jerusalem a 
re<;u sa forme definitive, c.-a-d. apres Cyril de Jerusalem. Cet eveque, 
dans sa cinquieme catechese, connait une anaphore sans Ie recit de 
l'institution et l'anamnese, qui auraient ete ajoutes justement a cause 
de sa mystagogie. 4 Par consequent une adaptation dans la deuxieme 
moitie du 4me siecle au plus tot. II est possible, que des moines syriens 
aient introduit en Egypte Ie texte elabore de l'anaphore de Saint Jacques. 
Par son auto rite elle aie ete inseree dans l'ancienne couche de la 
priere egyptienne. 

Si c'est vrai, alors il faudrait en conclure tout d'abord, que les 
elements (c)-(f) viennent de la tradition syrienne. Deuxiemement il 
serait a peine justifie de parler d'une anaphore alexandrine: cette ana
phore n'existerait pas, sauf dans les parties (a) et (b). Cette conclusion 

4 Le texte de l'anaphore de Jerusalem: Prex Eucharistica, 244-261; A. Tarby, La 
priere eucharistique de I'Eglise de Jerusalem, Paris 1972; E.J. Cutrone, Cyril/'s mystago
gical catecheses and the evolution of the Jerusalem Anaphora, dans OrChrPer 44, 1978, 
52-64. 
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peut etre affirmee par Ie papyrus Str.gr. 254, qui correspond exacte
ment a cette couche plus ancienne de l'anaphore de Saint Marc. 

1.2 Le papyrus Str. gr. 254 

Nous en donnons Ie texte selon l'edition critique d'Andrieu-Collomp, 
reproduit ici dans l'Appendix de cette etude. Le texte est lacuneux, 
mais il parait qu'il occupe exactement un feuillet, recto et verso. Le 
debut du texte comme aussi sa doxologie finale sont assez complets; 
la plus grande lacune se trouve dans la partie centrale des intercessions. 

La structure de la priere est comme suit: 

(a) une louange a Dieu, qui a cree Ie ciel, la terre et l'homme, 
par sa sagesse, sa lumiere, son Fils, Jesus Christ; 

(b) par lui, avec lui et avec I 'Esprit Saint grace est rendue aDieu; 
a Luil'offrandedesdons,c.-a-d. une culte non sanglantet universel; 

(c) les intercessions pour les vivants et les morts. 
La structure est strophique, bien qu'il ne soit pas sur, qu'on puisse 

parler de deux strophes (a) et (b); elles sont entrela<;ees; leur contenu 
pourtant est bien different. 

La premiere strophe (a) a une lacune au debut; on pourrait ajouter 
'AA1l9ffie; yap t'i~lOV eO"nv Kai OtKalOv, comme dans l'anaphore de 
Saint Marc. Dans ce cas on doit supposer l'existence du dialogue 
introduisant, qui est connu de plusieurs sources. 

La deuxieme strophe (b) se caracterise par Ie couple El'.lXap10"tO\)vn:e; 
1tpocr<ptpoj.u:v et par l'emploi de la prophetie de Malachie I,ll, un 
texte qui est tres connu aux premiers chretiens, depuis Didache 14. 

La troisieme strophe (c) comprend les intercessions avec Ie mot-clef: 
Ilvijcrellt1. Les lacunes de cette strophe sont, avec quelque probabilite, 
a completer avec Ie texte paralleIe de l'anaphore de Saint Marc. Car 
l'ordre des intercessions dans les deux textes est similaire; c'est pourquoi 
on peut completer la lacune de telle maniere : apres les prieres pour les 
t'ipxovtae; et J3o\)A.ae; suivent les intercessions pour les malades, pour 
tous ceux qui souffrent, pour les condamnes, pour tous ceux qui sont 
dans la necessite, pour ceux qui sont en voyage et, enfin, une priere 
inspiree par ps. 65,12: «couronner l'annee de tes bontes». Ensuite 
notre texte se poursuit: de; 9EP10"1l0V ... 01a <puAa~ov, 01a tOUe; 
1ttIDXOUe; to\) Aao\) O"O\). II me semble, que la formulation de la 
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supplication pour les condamnes suppose une communaute persecutee: 
«tOU~ f;V CPUAU1(Ui~ il f;V l!etUAAOl~ 11 biKat~ 11 KatabiKat~ il f;V 
f;~opiat~ 11 1tlKpq OOUAelQ 11 cp6pOl~ KateXOl!tvou~ 1tuvta~ f;AEllaov, 
1tuvta~ f;Aw9tproaov. La paix constantinienne a termine les persecutions 
des chretiens; c'est alors du troisieme siec1e que vient notre texte. 

Nous avons donc une priere en trois strophes, qui s'accorde parfaite
ment avec l'anaphore reconstruite de Saint Marc. Ce n'est pas une 
anaphore au sens technique du mot, mais plutot une benediction 
strophique, dont nous connaissons plusieurs exemples. En plus on do it 
conc1ure, que Ie texte semble etre complet; ce n'est pas un «Bruchstiick» 
d'une anaphore. Voyons maintenant les textes paraUeles. 

1.3 Les paralleies 

Le premier texte qu'on peut citer, c'est l'anaphore des Apotres Addai 
et Mari. Ailleurs j'ai etudie cette priere remarquable. 5 Comme resultat 
de mon analyse j'ai propose une reconstruction du texte, en trois 
couches successives, dont la plus ancienne no us montre une benedic
tion en trois strophes: une louange du Nom divin, une action de 
graces pour la redemption et une intercession commemorative. La 
difference du contenu ne peut pas dissimuler la similitude de structure 
des deux textes, qui l'un et l'autre sont strophiques. 

Vne analyse attentive de l'anaphore de Saint Jean Chrysostome 6 

(comp. l'anaphore syrienne des Douze Apotres) nous pourrait amener 
a un resultat pareil. II semble, que la couche primitive de cette ana
phore comporte deux strophes: l'une est une action de graces (et 
une louange) pour la creation et Ie redemption £ro~ T]l!ii~ ei~ tOY 
oupavou avtlyaye~ Kat ... et les intercessions dans l'autre, dont Ie 
debut comprend une formule d'une couleur assez primitive: 1tpoacpt
p0l!eV aOl tTJV AOYlKTJV AatpelUV um;p. Vne doxologie conc1ut la 
priere. C'est la une structure similaire a ceUe d'Addai et Mari: dans 
les deux cas nous avons affaire a une priere du type de benediction. 

QueUe est l'origine de ce type? Notre reponse fera en deux etapes 
successives. 

5 H.A.l. Wegman, Pleidooi voor een tekst: de anaphora van de apostelen Addai en 
Mari, dans Bijdragen 40, 1979, 15-43; B. D. Spinks, The original form of the anaphora 
of the Apostles: a suggestion in the light olmaronite Sharar, dans EphLit 91, 1977, 146-161. 

6 Prex eucharistica, 223-229; 265-268. 
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Premierement, Didache lO, seIon I'opinion largement acceptee,7 
contient une action de graces strophique apres Ie repas hebdomadaire 
d'une communaute chretienne a la fin du premier siecie, ou encore 
<mne eucharistie» apres Ie repas. Qu'est ce que veut dire <.<apres Ie 
repas»? Selon toute vraisemblance Didache 9 et lO tracent Ie deroule
ment du repas communautaire en memo ire du Seigneur. La soi-disante 
fraction du pain est une partie de ce repas. On se rassemble, Ie pere 
de la communaute dit Ie «qiddus», une benediction de la coupe 
et du pain (dans cet ordre) avant Ie repas (comp. Did. 9). Ensuite on 
mange. Apres Ie repas on fait I'action de graces en memoire du Seigneur, 
qui lui-meme a pris Ie pain et la coupe, en benissant Dieu. Cette action 
de graces apres Ie repas comprend Ie rite de l'eJevation des dons vers 
Dieu avec une benediction. Ensuite on distribue les dons eucharisties 
(comp. Did. lO; Justin, Apol. 1,66) pour les partager «en famille» 
comme signe d'unite. Or ce trio: elevation des dons - benediction -
communion s'appelle «eucharistia», terme technique au debut du 
second siecie pour ce rite apres Ie repas. II semble, que de tres 
bonne heure on a voulu marquer I'importance des actes-cief du 
Seigneur, en les reunissant a la fin du repas communautaire. D'ailleurs 
Marc 14,22-25 deja en donne I'impression. 

Or: cette benediction «eucharistique» de Didache lO comporte 
trois strophes, dont la troisieme est une supplication, ce qui est une 
paralIele remarquable en ce qui concerne Ie texte de Str.gr. 254. La 
source de notre texte semble etre la benediction primitive apres Ie 
repas, c.-a-d. I'eucharistie chretienne en memo ire du Seigneur. Au 
temps que Ie repas communautaire est tombe en desuetude, on a 
conserve Ie rite commemoratif du Repas du Seigneur. On trouve les 
prieres, qui accompagnaient ce rite commemoratif, dans Didache lO et, 
a mon avis, egalement dans Str. gr. 254, ainsi que dans la couche 
primitive de I'anaphore d'Addai et Mari. 

Deuxiemement, on est d'accord, que I'arriere-fond de ce que nous 
avons trouve, est la tradition juive par rapport au repas familier. 
En fin de compte une seule priere peut etre la source de ce qu'on 
appelle la benediction chretienne: c'est la birkat ha-mazon, dont la 

7 W. Rordorf, Ltl DidiJche, dans Le point theologique 8-28; voir SC 248, 174-181 
(edition critique avec commentaire). 
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reconstruction remonte au premier siecle de I'ere chretienne. 8 C'est 
dans la tradition juive et, par consequent: «judeo-chretienne», qu'on 
trouve Ie rite et la priere exemplaires de I'eucharistie chretienne. 
Une conclusion provisoire: les fragments sur papyrus Str. gr. 254, 

e'dites par Andrieu-Collomp, ne contiennent pas une anaphore in
complete du type alexandrin, mais plutot une benediction eucharistique 
complete en trois strophes. Les fragments marquent une etape de 
I'evolution de l'Eucharistie. Les strophes I et 2 ont ete combinees et la 
strophe 2 comporte I'idee assez evoluee de Euxaptcr'!OUV'!E<; 1tpomptpo
!lev. Toutefois la structure de la priere decele encore I'etat primitif du 
rite de la fraction du pain et de I'action de graces. Ailleurs j'ai pro
pose une genealogie de la priere eucharistique 9 ; notre texte appartient 
it une ramification tn!s primitive et proche de la racine de I'eucharistie. 

2. Le contenu afexandrin de fa priere 

Vne lecture attentive du texte revelera un contenu tres marque. 
Notre commentaire veut expliquer quelques passages interessants et 
faire ressortir Ie caractere proprement alexandrin du texte. J'avoue, 
qu'il est difficile de fonder solidement les donnees, que nous fournit 
une lecture plus ou moins intuitive. 10 

B L. Finkelstein, The birkat ha-mazon, dans The Jewish Quarterly Review 10, 1929, 
243-259; J. Heinemann, Prayer in the Talmud, Berlin 1977, 13-76. 

9 QLP 61, 1980,263-278. 
10 Mon etude - j'en suis sur - est a approfondir par ceux qui connaissent, mieux 

que moi, la tradition theologique et culturelle alexandrine. Pour mon commentaire j'ai 
consuite: TWNT et A Patristic Greek Lexicon (Lampe), SV. aAi]8Elu; ElK<OV; 8IJcriu; 
AU"tpEiu; cro<piu; <p&~; IJlo<;; yv&cr\~; H. Chadwick, Early christian thought and the 
classical tradition, Oxford 1966; C. J. de Vogel, Wijsgerige aspekten van het vroeg
christelijke denken, Baarn 1970 (avec bibliographie); J. Danielou, Message evangelique 
et culture hellenistique aux lIe et lIfe siecles, Paris 1961; J. Leporte, La doctrine 
eucharistique chez Philon d'Alexandrie, Paris 1972; C. Montdesert, Clement d'Alexandrie, 
Paris 1944; H. Crouzel, Theologie de I 'image de Dieu chez Origene, Paris 1956; A. Jaubert, 
La notion d'Alliance dans Ie judaisme aux abords de /'ere chretienne, Paris 1963; M. Hart, 
Origene et la fonction revelatrice du Verbe incame, Paris 1958; G. Kretschmar, Studien 
zur fruhchristlichen Trinitiitstheologie, Tiibingen 1956, 27-61; J. Pelikan, The emergence 
of the catholic tradition (= The Christian Tradition; a History of the development of 
Doctrine, I) Chicago 1971; L. Schefzyck, Sch6pfung und Vorsehung, dans Handbuch 
der Dogmengeschichte, II,a, Freiburg 1963; R. Kerkhoff, Das unabliissige Gebet; Beitriige 
zur Lehre vom immerwiihrenden Beten im Neuen Testament, Miinchen 1954; J. N. D. Kelly, 
Early christian Creeds, London 31972; R. Ledogar, Acknowledgment, Rome 1968. 
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2.1 £UAOyEiV 

Traduction grecque de «berak» (comp. eulogetos-baruk), mot-clef 
de la benediction: louer, confesser, une louange de caractere individuelle 
ainsi que cultuelle. L'objet de la louange est la grandeur, la splendeur 
(86~a) de Dieu-Pantocrator. 

On pourrait combler la lacune de Str. gr. 254 avec Ie texte de l'ana
phore de Saint Marc, qui donne en plus les mots a€ aivEiv a€ u~v£iv 

aot aVeo~oAoyEiaeUl, qui expriment la meme attitude de l'homme 
priant. 

2.2 VUK'tWP 't£ Kai ~£e' tl~tpav 

Expression propre a notre texte et a celui de Marc. On peut penser 
au service continu du temple (1 ehron. 9,33; compo Lev. 8,35); Ie 
vrai culte pourtant se fait par la priere, la conversion du creur et Ie 
jeilne permanents (ps. 51,19; Lc. 2,36-37; 1 Tim. 5,5). Et surtout 
du discours de Saint Paul devant Agrippa Ie texte : «Maintenant encore, 
sije suis mis enjugement, c'est a cause de mon esperance en la promesse 
faite par Dieu a nos peres et dont nos douze tribus, dans Ie culte 
qu'elles rendent a Dieu avec perseverance, nuit et jour, esperent 
atteindre l'accomplissement» (Act. 26,6-7). II y a, enfin, un culte 
permanent devant Ie trone de Dieu (Apoc. 4,8; 7,15). 

Nous pourrions associer «nuit et jour» avec oUl 7tuv'tOu (Xpovou), 
expression liee au culte ainsi qu'aux sacrifices reguliers dans Ie temple 
de Jerusalem (comp. Lev. 6,13; 2 ehron. 16,40; 23,31; 2 ehron. 2,3), 
specialement aux services du matin et du soir. Luc 24,53 dit, que les 
disciples etaient continuellement dans Ie temple a louer Dieu. 

La liturgie permanente est a la base de la priere des heures de la 
communaute chretienne des Ie debut, continuee et developpee par 
l'opus Dei des moines. La priere, regulierement fait aux heures fixes, 
est «hostia spiritalis quae pristina sacrificia delevit. Nos sumus veri 
adoratores et veri sacerdotes, qui spiritu orantes spiritu sacrificamus 
orationem hostiam Dei propriam et acceptabilem ... » (Tertullien, De 
orat. 28). On notera l'idee de l'offrande spirituelle et acceptable, qui 
reviendra plus loin dans notre texte pour accentuer Ie caractere propre 
de l'Eucharistie chretienne. Cette offrande, pour les auteurs chretiens, 
est l'accomplisement du culte des anciens, predit par Ie prophete Mala
chie (1, 11). 
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2.3 O'oi 'tc!> 1tot11O'avn 

La louange adressee au Createur du ciel et de tout ce qu'il contient, 
de la terre, des mers, des fleuves et de tout ce qui est dedans, est 
caracteristique pour les prieres eucharistiques de la tradition alexandrine. 
Dans les autres traditions on trouve plutot l'eIoge du Createur de 
tout ce qui est visible et invisible. L'expression mlv'tffiv opa'tffiv 't£ 
Kai aopu'tffiv 1tOlTJ't1)V se trouve dans les symboles de la foi du 4me siecle 
d'Antioche et de Cesaree, et plus specialement dans Ie symbole de 
Nicee. Pour notre texte on ne peut alleguer comme temoin Ie symbole 
accepte definitivement par Ie Concile de Chalcedon, qui emploie 1tOlTJ'tTJV 
oupavou Kai Yii~ opa'tffiv 't£ 1tUV'tffiV Kai aopu'tffiv. Notre texte est 
different et d'un caractere hymnique; on notera l'attention «flottante» 
pour ce qui est Ie continu essen tiel de la Bible: la louange du Dieu 
Createur, chan tee dans Genese 1 une fois pour toutes et repetee 
depuis ce temps par toutes les liturgies. C'est Genese 1 avant tout, que 
notre priere suit de pres (la creation du ciel, du soleil, de la lune, des 
astres, de la terre, de la mer); la mention des rivieres est-elle plus speciale
ment egyptienne? 

D'ou vient cette louange exclusive de Dieu-Createur? Pourquoi pas 
un mot concernant l~ redemption? Un souci anti-gnostique? Influence 
des textes hymniques de l'Ancien Testament? 

2.4 O'oi 'tql1tOl1)O'avn 'tOY (iv9Pffi1tOV Ka't' toiav £lKova Kai Ka9' 0lloifficrtv 

Expression propre a la tradition alexandrine, etant donne que Ie 
meme passage dans l'anaphore de Jerusalem n'est pas authentiqueY 
lei Genese 1,26 est a la base de notre texte, qui n'emploie pas ps. 8,6, 
comme Ie fait l'anaphore de Saint Basile: Kai £lKOVl 'tij O'ij 0 9EO~ 
nll1)O'a~ au'tov. 

Dieu est loue parce qu'il a cree l'homme a son image et sa ressem
blance. On est tente d'entendre un echo de la theologie d'Origene. 
Pour lui l'image unique de Dieu c'est Ie Logos. L'homme a ete cree 
d'apres cette image du Logos-Fils. II dit: «... devenir sembI able a 
Dieu dans la mesure possible ... Cela Moise l'a Ie premier signifie, 
lorsqu'il raconte la premiere creation de l'homme: Dieu dit, faisons 
l'homme selon notre image et notre ressemblance ... Par ces mots ... 

11 Tarby, 54 (note 23). 
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il montre que l'homme a re~u, dans sa premiere creation, la dignite 
de l'image, mais que la perfection de la ressemblance est reservee 
pour la fin ... ».12 Pour arriver it la ressemblance l'homme doit suivre 
Ie Fils, tandisque la ressemblance ultime reste un don du Dieu. Un 
autre texte 13 dit: «Le vrai pain cependant, c'est Ie pain, qui nourrit 
l'homme veritable, qui a ete cree it l'image de Dieu. Et quiconque s'en 
nourrit, re~oit la ressemblance avec Ie Createur». 

Mais ce n'est pas d'Origene que vient cette pen see theologique. 
Clement d'Alexandrie la developpe pareillement, quand il dit, en 
commentant un texte de Platon, que Ie KaT' dKova a ete donne it 
l'homme des sa creation, tandis qu'il devait recevoir Ie Ka9' olloiro(Jtv 
it son achevement. 14 Irenee de sa part rHere l'image it la structure 
materielle de l'homme, et la ressemblance au don du pneuma. l5 L'un 
et l'autre sont une participation du Verbe, mais la ressemblance n'est 
donne pleinement qu'avec Ie Christ. 

Une telle exegese et ce courant d'idees peuvent etre it la base de 
notre texte, qui, dans ce cas, est d'une allure assez primitive. En outre 
nous pourrions donner une reponse au fait que Ie texte semble etre 
une louange exclusive de Dieu-Createur. Cette exclusivite ne sera it 
qu'une apparence. La voie du croyant qui, par l'intervention du Fils, 
Ie mene de l'image it la ressemblance, son achevement, c'est l'histoire 
du salut. Dans une phrase unique on voit exprime ce que Saint 
Basile dessine dans une page. 

2.5 mlvTa bE £1toiT]o"U~ btu Ti'j~ crQ(pia~ crou 'tOD <pro't()~ 'tOD UAT]9lVOD 
crou uioD 'tOD Kupiou 

Dieu a tout cree par sa sagesse, la lumiere veritable, son fils, notre 
Seigneur et Sauveur Jesus Christ. Un passage remarquable, qui n'a 
pas Ie mot «Logos» et qui unit «sagesse-Iumiere-fils». Avec cette 
formule nous sommes sans doute dans une ambiance alexandrine. La 
tradition alexandrine a fait de tres bonne heure Ie lien Logos-Sagesse, 
en suivant Philon 16 et it la difference de la theologie trinitaire primitive 

12 Peri Archon IIl,6,1 (traduction Crouzel, 218 (voir 147-245)). 
13 Peri Euches 27,2. 
14 Strom. 11,21,131,6 (SC 38,133); voir Danielou, 374-381. 
15 Adv. Haer. V,1,2 (SC 153,72); voir Danielou, 365-374; 103-122. 
16 Kretschmar, 42-43. 
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d'Antioche (Sagesse-Esprit).17 Deja Ie Livre de la Sagesse (9,1; compo 
8,21-36, textes tres connus dans cette ambiance) comporte la priere: 
«Dieu des Peres ... toi qui, par ta parole, a fait l'univers, toi 
qui, par ta Sagesse, as forme I'homme ... ». On connait la pen see de 
Justin (Dial. 61,1): «comme principe avant toutes les creatures, Dieu 
engendra de lui-meme une certaine Vertu verbale que l'Esprit saint 
appelle tant6t la «gloire du Seigneur», ou meme «fils», tant6t« sagesse », 
«ange», «Diem>, «Seigneur» et «Verbe» ... elle porte tous les noms 
parce qu'elle execute la volonte du Pere et qu'elle est nee du Pere 
par volonte». 

Pour Clement et plus encore pour Origene l'autorevelation du Logos 
(son epiphanie) illumine I'ame de l'homme croyant. Par cette revelation 
on peut atteindre la vision de la Doxa du Pere, ce qui est Ie Fils: la 
phase finale de la gnose. Au lieu de «Logos» ils imploient aussi «sagesse» 
et «verite».18 L'apparition du Christ est la revelation de la Sagesse. 

Par la liaison Logos-Sagesse nous touchons a la base de notre texte; 
c'est, a mon avis, Ie prologue de J'evangile de Saint Jean. C'est la 
qu'on trouve combine la creation par Ie Verbe, lumiere veritable, et 
I'incarnation du Fils unique du pere. C'est surtout par la lecture 
du Prologue, que nous comprenons notre passage. 

Dans ce passage on voit alors une combinaison de Genese I et 
Jean I, comme un echo de la vigile pascale, qui commence par 
I'annonce de la creation et culmine, dans l'office du matin, par la 
lecture du Prologue. On chante la creation, qui atteint son apogee 
dans l'apparition du Verbe, Ie Fils unique de Dieu, par qui tout 
fut et sans qui rien ne fut. Cette lecture de l'Ecriture, pourtant, a ete 
marquee par l'ambiance alexandrine, qui a oriente la lecture liturgique. 
Clement, Origene, Athanase, les coryphees de l'ecole alexandrine, 
developpent la meme theorie avec des accents, propres a leur genie: 
Ie monde visible a ete cree par Ie Logos-Sagesse de Dieu, Createur de 
I'invisible; ce monde visible a ete egalement ordonne selon la Sagesse 
(KUtU tilv O"o<piuv), qui est verite et vie. 19 Par l'emploi de «OlU», 

17 Kretschmar, 27-33 (61). 
18 p.e. C. Celsum 8,12 (SC 150,200); 3,60-61 (SC 136,138-142); In Jer. 19 (SC 238, 

220): uAAa /)dcrSal, 00<; 7tpod7tov, EmcpavEia<; tfl<; /)UVUIlEOl<; 'IT)crou, KaS' 0 crocpiu 
Ecrti, KaS' 0 AOYo<;, KUS' 0 uAilSElU, iva i] EmcpuvEla UUtOU 7tolilcrl] cp<'ii<; E7t! tOU 7tpocr<'ii7tOU 
tfl<; ,!,uxfl<; 1l0U. Voir aussi: Clement AI., Prot. VIII,80 (SC 2,146-147). 

19 p.e. In Joan. 1,19 (SC 120,118-20) (voir: Harl, 121-138; de Vogel, 23-35). 
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notre passage est plus pres de la pensee d'Origene, qui, au fond, 
subordonne Ie Logos a Dieu-Pantocrator, tandis qu'Athanase met 
l'accent sur la divinite du Logos-Sagesse, qui s'est fait chair, mais 
qui reste avec Dieu, etant lui-meme Dieu. Au lieu de «ouz» Athanase 
prefere <ql£tU», comme on voit dans sa doxologie. 

Ainsi notre strophe remarquable nous dirige vers Ie milieu alexandrin, 
ou l'influence du judaisme hellenise a ete forte et profonde. De ce 
milieu vient une louange liturgique, conservee sur papyrus. On date 
les fragments aux environs de l'annee 300, mais Ie courant d'idees, 
conserve dans Ie texte, semble beaucoup plus ancien et nous mene vers 
Ie debut du troisieme siecle. 

2.6 Ol" ot') eroi Kai eruv aut<¥> eruv ayiql1tV£Ullan 20 

La deuxieme strophe commence par une formule, qui montre un 
remaniement posterieur. Comme Ie prouve la doxologie finale de nos 
fragments, Ie «Ol" ot')>> est la redaction primitive. On verra plus loin, 
que Ie texte de base de notre strophe est Hebr. 13,15; la on lit 
egalement «OlU». D'ailleurs l'expression «par lui» est generalement 
connue d'apres les sources les plus anciens (comme Didache 9 et 10; 
Justin., Apol. 1,65 et 67; Clement de Rome, ad Cor. 64, 65,2) et les 
doxologies primitives. On confesse Ie Christ-Mediateur, par qui 
l'Eglise a acces a Dieu, qui dirige nos prieres (la louange, les supplications) 
vers Ie pere. Car c'est Ie Christ, qui est entre dans Ie ciel, afin de 
paraitre main tenant devant la face de Dieu en notre faveur (Hebr. 
9,24). 

Le «eruv aut<¥>>> (11£9" ot'» exprime la consubstantialite du Fils et 
du Saint Esprit avec Ie Pere, l'enjeu decisif de la foi orthodoxe des 
Ie debut du quatrieme siecle contre les groupements arianisants. La 
doxologie alexandrine attribue la «06~a» au Pere avec Ie Fils et avec 
Ie Saint Esprit (comp. Athanase, Ep. IV ad Serap., nr. 25). Pourtant, 
meme dans cette doxologie posterieure on maintient Ie «Ol" ot')>> primitif, 
devenu si traditionnel, qu'on ne pouvait plus Ie changer. 

Le «crUv», en usage pour les doxologies posterieures et remaniees, 
est malendroit dans cette strophe, qui parle de l'offrande pure, que 
Jesus presente au pere. Comment offrir l'offrande spirituelle, qui 

20 J. Hanssens, La Liturgie d'Hippolyte, Rome 1959, 343-370. 
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commemore Ie sacrifice du Chri~t, a. Lui-meme et au Saint Esprit? 
De plus Ie «cruv uu'tq>>> est place apn::s «cro!», tandis que les doxologies 
plus recentes Ie donnent, logiquement, avant «cro!». Nous avons affaire 
d'un remaniement. 

La redaction primitive porterait ainsi: «Vous avez cree tout par 
votre sagesse, la lumiere veritable, votre Fils et notre Seigneur et 
Sauveur Jesus Christ, par qui nous vous offrons ce sacrifice spirituel, 
en rendant graces». 

2.7 cuXUptcrtouV'tcC; 1tpOmpSpollcV 'tT]v 8ucriuv AOytKT]V 'tT]v uvuillUK'tOV 
Au'tpduv 

La suite de cette phrase comporte la prophetie de Malachie 1, II. 
Tertullien (De oral. 28, cite plus haut) parle de «hostia spiritalis», 
mettant ainsi I'accent sur une conviction assez repandue parmi les 
auteurs preniceens, surtout en ce qui concerne l'eucharistie en memoire 
de Jesus, Ie seul pretre du nouveau testament. 

II semble que la recherche persistante de leur identite est la cause 
principale du fait, que les premiers chretiens se sont faits les apologistes 
de la foi nouvelle contre les institutions anciennes (la loi, Ie cuIte 
du temple, la pretrise, les sacrifices, les fetes ... ) et ont revendique, 
contre cette tradition juive, I'unicite de leur message et la seule verite 
de la foi des apotres. Cela pourrait expliquer la rigueur de leur apologie 
«accaparante» en ce qui concerne leurs celebrations, so it de I 'Eucharistie 
soit de la fete de Paques. Pour eux, enfin, Ie culte chretien est 
I'abolition definitive de tout ce qu'il y a de cultuel dans la tradition 
juive. Le temple de Jerusalem a ete detruit en signe de l'inauguration 
d'un culte nouvel dans un temple spirituel, qui n'est pas fait de main 
d'homme (Hebr. 9,11), un culte qui, seul, est acceptable a. Dieu. La 
meme conception, d'ailleurs, parait dans la pratique religieuse des 
communautes de Qumran et dans la pensee de Philon. 21 Pour Ie der
nier l'ideal levitique c'est la vraie «therapeia», c.-a.-d. I'offrande de 
soi-meme, I'offrande «eucharistique» des pen sees et des actes humains, 
une «8ucriu AOytKi], uvuillunoc;», une offrande des levres pures. 
Cette offrande spirituelle est Ie vrai «todah», la veritable action de 
graces. 

21 Leporte, 128-140; Jaubert, 375-469. 
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Deja Didache 14 cite Mal. I,ll: l'eucharistie du dimanche (cette 
institution typiquement chretienne) est l'accomplissement de la parole 
prophetique sur Ie culte universel, tv nav,t ,onql Kat XPOVql ou: 
an' aVatoAWV T]Aiou Kat IlEXPl oucrllWV selon notre strophe. Justin 
(Dial. 43,3; 117,1) est encore plus explicite: Ie culte chretien est Ie 
seul culte pur et agreable aDieu, tandis qu'll ne se plait plus dans 
les sacrifices de l'ancien rite. Au lieu des multiples sacrifices sanglants, 
il yale sacrifice unique chretien en memo ire du Christ, Ie seul Grand 
Pn!tre, et celebre d'un creur contrit, avec la louange et l'action de 
graces, Ie fruit de levres qui confessent son nom (Hebr. 13,15). La 
tradition a reuni Mal. I,ll et ps. 50,7-23 (I'offrande d'un sacrifice 
d'action de graces) et ps. 51,18-19 (Ie vrai sacrifice, c'est un creur 
brise). En bref, la confession des peches, la louange, l'action de graces 
sont les elements essentiels et ideals du culte chretien, qui se distingue 
ainsi nettement du culte exterieur dans les temples payens et, auparavant, 
dans Ie temple de Jerusalem. Irenee, qui reagit contre une spiritualisation 
excessive du culte et qui, par consequent, rehausse la valeur propre 
des dons humains (Ie pain, Ie vin) parle d'un culte nouveau, d'une 
offrande pure et universelle (Adv. Baer. IV, 17 ,5). 

La base de cette theologie est avant tout la pen see paulinienne 
(Rom. 12,1): <de vous exhorte ... a offrir vos personnes en hostie 
vivante, sainte, agreable aDieu: c'est la Ie culte spirituel, que vous 
avez a rendre. Et ne vous modelez pas sur Ie monde present». Ce 
devouement personnel aDieu s'oppose a l'asservissement au peche 
(Rom. 6,6). Le vieil homme a ete crucifie avec Ie Christ, pour que filt 
detruit Ie corps de peche. Ainsi les fideIes sont vivants pour Dieu 
dans Ie Christ; leur culte est agreable et vivant. Un autre «logique» 
se met au jour, une nouvelle raison d'etre: Ie croyant est capable 
de servir Dieu. 

Un autre texte de base est fourni par l'auteur de l'Epitre aux Hebreux, 
qui d'ailleurs est d'origine alexandrine. Un texte capital se trouve 
dans 13,15: «Par lui, offrons a Dieu un sacrifice de louange en tout 
temps, c'est a dire Ie fruit des levres qui confessent son nom». L'auteur 
invite les convertis de se convertir vraiment et d'accepter la voie du 
Christ, Ie nouveau pretre, celui qui a inaugure Ie culte nouveau. Par lui 
la communaute nouvelle peut celebrer l'Eucharistie, que l'auteur vise 
probablement dans 13,9-16. La memo ire de la souffrance et de la 



446 H.A.J. WEGMAN 

mort du Seigneur est Ie noyau du repas eucharistique, ainsi que la 
bienfaisance et la mise en commun des ressources (l'agape). 

L'arriere fond de l'Eucharistie chrt!t,ienne est la Sueria aivEcrlxoC; 
(Hebr. 13,15). Les mots grecs traduisent l'hebreu «todah», ceU:bre 
pentlantle «zebah selamim». II est tres probable, que Ie mot Euxaplcrt"ia, 
terme technique dans Ie milieu chretien primitif, comporte la meme 
idee de «todah».22 L'eucharistie est l'action de graces apres l'offrande 
des dons it Dieu, qui les rend aux participants. Le todah chretien 
pendant Ie repas est spirituel, c'.a.d. inspire par l'offrande du Seig
neur. L'action liturgique est spirituelle par Lui, qui seul a offert un 
culte agreable, en s'offrant lui-meme. La communaute chretienne fait 
la memoire du Seigneur, qui par sa mort est entre aupres du Pere 
pour etre Ie Mediateur de la nouvelle alliance. Le sacrifice n'est plus 
une hostie sanglante, mais une memoire spirituelle. 

En bref, il semble que - pour les auteurs chretiens - l'Eucharistie 
synthetise les idees sur un culte spirituel, qui ont anime les groupe
ments dans Ie judaisme, qui ont cherche Ie renouveau du culte officiel. 
On met au centre l'offrande des levres, c.-it-d. la louange et l'action 
de graces interieures, en memo ire du Seigneur pendant Ie repas qui 
vient de Lui. On leve vers Dieu les dons, Ie pain et la coupe, en disant 
une benediction. 

Nous constatons de nouveau, que nos fragments ont conserve des 
elements tres primitifs; l'emploi de Mal. I,ll et l'elevation des dons 
avec l'action de graces en font la preuve. Ce n'est plus probablement 
Ie repas, qui est Ie noyau de la vie de la communaute, mais l'element 
essen tiel de ce repas a ete conserve: la benediction. «En rendant 
graces nous vous offrons Ie culte spirituel», en memoire de Celui qui 
a souffert hors de la porte. 

2.8 ~E6I-H;Sa Kat napaKaAoUIlEv erE Ilvf]erSrl'tl 

La troisieme strophe comporte les intercessions. Plus haut no us 
avons decrit Ie «home-land» de cette priere. C'est d'abord Didache 
9 et lO; puis on notera la supplication dans Ep. ad Cor. 59-62 de 
Clement de Rome. Les Didascalies connaissent les intercessions pour 

22 H. Cazelles, L 'anaphore et ['Ancient Testament, dans Eucharisties d'Orient et 
d'Occident,I,II-21. 
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les morts pendant la celebration de l'Eucharistie. 23 Le genre vient 
de la tradition juive (comp. la troisieme strophe de la birkat ha-mazon). 
L'embolisme de la birkat ha-mazon du pesab est particulierement in
teressant : 24 on prie pour que Dieu fasse memoire de notre memoire 
(nos prieres pour l'unite, la paix etc.). On commemore tous ceux qui 
ont besoin de la priere et les recommende au bon souvenir de Dieu. 

Ainsi, dans les trois strophes, la memoire est Ie mot-clef de la 
benediction; la louange, l'action de graces et l'intercession se fondent 
sur la commemoraison, qui, d'ailleurs, est l'essentiel de l'ordre du 
Seigneur: «faites ceci en memo ire de moi». 

On notera l'expression "tOue; E7ttKUAOUIlEVOUe; "to QVOIlU aou. L'invo
cation du Nom est assez frequente dans Ie Nouveau Testament. 25 

L'essentie1 de la priere dans la tradition de la Bible est la demande pour 
que Ie Nom ou la Gloire (doxa) de Dieu descende et repose sur ceux 
qui l'invoquent. C'est l'Esprit de Dieu, qui tombe sur ceux qui ecoutent 
la parole, et qui a ete repandu sur ceux qui etaient assidus a la priere. 
Or il est remarquable qu'on trouve l'epiclese, au sens technique, 
toujours au meme endroit, c'.a.d. juste devant les intercessions. Est-ce 
qu'il ya une evolution de l'invocation du Nom, en tant que supplication 
pour I 'unite de l'Eglise et pour la paix du monde, a l'invocation du 
Saint Esprit sur les dons et sur ceux qui les apportent? En tout cas, 
notre strophe est assez archai"que : el1e manque l'epiclese et ne donnent 
que les intercessions a l'endroit traditionnel, dans la troisieme strophe, 
mais en forme plus elaboree. 

3. Ma conclusion 

Premierement. Les fragments Str.gr.254 sont vraiment «alexandrins»; 
leur contenu remonte a une epoque reculee, disons Ie troisieme siecle. 

Deuxiemement. Les fragments nous montre une Eucharistie en pleine 
evolution. Ce n'est plus, semble-t-il, Ie repas, qu'on voit dans notre 
texte, et pas encore la celebration glorieuse de la Sainte Liturgie. On 
constate une forme intermediaire: une benediction strophique a ete 
conservee, tandis que la table et Ie repas sont disparus. Voila un type 

23 Didascalia 26 (ed. VOObU5, CSCO 408,243-244). 
24 Texte latin (L. Ligier), Prex eucharistica, 27. 
25 TWNT III, KUAEW (K. L. Schmidt). 
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simple de la celebration de I 'Eucharistie, qui ne comprend ni Ie soi-disant 
moment consecratoire du recit de l'institution ou de l'epic}(!se, ni l'idee 
de la «mimesis», c.-a-d. la representation dans les rites visibles du 
mystere cache. Ce n'est pas la celebration, supposee par Cyril de 
Jerusalem (Cat. myst. 4 et 5), par Theodore de Mopsueste (Homelie 
XV). Notre texte n'est pas de l'allure de l'anaphore de Saint Basil 
ou de Saint Jacques; il est plus primitif, mais pas moins important. 
Cette priere me semble importante pour notre connaissance de l'Eucha
ristie «evoluante» au troisieme siecle. 

Troisiemement. II n'est meme pas exclu que cette priere ait servi 
pour une Eucharistie-agape. II y a des textes qui montrent qu'en 
Egypte, plus longtemps qu'autre part, Ie lien entre Ie repas et l'eucharistie 
a ete garde. 26 D'ailleursje suis d'avis, que l'expression «prospheromen» 
suppose un rite plus evolue et qu'il serait assez bizarre de spiritualiser 
totalement Ie sens de ce mot. 

APPENDIX 

M. ANDRIEU-P. COLLOMP, Fragments sur papyrus de /'anaphore de 
saint Marc, in Rev SR 8 (1928) 489-515 (voir: Prex Eucharistica, 116-119). 

Recto 

crE (?) 
EUAoydv VUK"CffiP "CE 
Kat Il[E]Er [iJ]lli:pav [crOt "C0 1tot"cravn "CClY ou-] 
pav[ov Kat] 1t(lv"Ca "Ca tv [au"C0, yfjv Kat "Ca EV "Cij yij, 8a-] 
A.a[crcra~] Kat [1to"C]all[o]u~ K[at 1t(lv"Ca "Ca] t[v au-
't'Oi~, crOt "C]0 1tot["cr]a[vn "C]ov aV8pffi1to[V Ka"C '] 
Io[iav ElKov]a Ka[t Ka8' 6]Il[o]ifficrtv· [1t]av"C[a OE] 
t1t[oillcra~ o]ta "Cfj~ croq>ia~ crou 't'Ou q>ffi"CO~ "C[ou] 
UA1l8Etvou crou UlOU "Cou K(upio)u Kat cr(ffi"Cfj)p(O)~ llllffiV I(llcrO)U 

X(PtO"t'ou), 
Ot' ou crot Kat cruv au"C0 cruv ayiql1tv(Eulla"C)[t E]uxaptcr-

26 K. Gamber, Liturgie iibermorgen, Freiburg 1966,75-88. 
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"COUV"CEe; npomptpO[~]EV ["C]ilv 8u[ai]av "Cilv AO
YlK11V, "Cilv aVai[~aK"C]OV Aa"CpE[iav] "CaU"Cllv, 
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Kai napaKaAou~t[V] aE . ~V'llaelln "Ciie; ayi-
ae; aou Kai ~OVlle; [K]a80AtK[ii]e; EKKAllaiae; nu(v)-
"Cmv "Cffiv Aaffiv K[ai nuv]"Cmv ["Cffiv] nOt~vim[v aou]. 
Ti]v E~ ob[pav]ffiv dpi][VllV ~]pu~[waov "CUie; a
nuv"Cmv TJ]~ffiv KapDi[ate;, a]A[A]u Ka[i "COU ~iou] 
"CO[u"Cou] "C[i]]v dpi][VllV] TJ[~iv] xuptaat . "C[ov ~acrtAEa] 
"Ciie; Yiie; dpllVtKU [np]oe; TJ~iie; Kai [n]po[e; "Co aytOv] 
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de; 8]Epta~Ov 0 oue; A (?) 
Dta<p[u]Aa~o[v], Dt[a] "COue; n"C[m]xoue; ["COu A]a-
[ou aou], Dt' TJ~[iie;] nuv"Cae; "COue; E1ttKaAou~tvoue; 
"Co ovo~u [aou] , Dta nuV'tae; "COue; EAni1:ov-
'tae; Ed aE . ["Cffi]v KaK[Ot~]ll~tvmv "Cue; \jIUXUe; 
avunaua[o]v . ~vi]a8[lln] "Cffi[v] En[i] "C[iie; ai]]~E-
pov TJ~tp[ae; "C]ilv {l1tO~VllcrtV nOtOu[~E]8a . 
Kai mv Aty[O~EV Kai] mv orb] AtyO~EV "C[a 6]vo-
~a"Ca . ["Cffiv anaV'ta-] 
xou 6p8o()6~m[v ayim]v n[a]"C[t]pmv TJ~ffiv Kai 
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s,ncrK01tCOV Kai [8]0e; iJ[lliv] 1l€[pi]8a Kai KA:i'j-
pov £X€lV Il€'ta '(lie; KaA ['tw]v 
uyiwv crou npo«>11'twV, a[no]cr'toAW[V] Kai [Il]ap-
'tupwv 'tae; n p€cr~da[ e;] a[ u ]'twv 'til V 11 

npocr[8€~at] (?) a v 
[Ka'ta]~iw[cr]o[v] v [n]po 0«> 

e; npocr8[ €~]all[ € ]voe; 
'ttKa auwie; 8[w]P11crat 81[a WD K(upio)]u 

[Kai cr(W'tll)p(O)e; iJJIlWV . 81" ou croi 86~a de; wue; a[iw
vae; nIlVJ a iwvw[ v]. 



GNOSIS AND THE MYSTERIES 

R. MeL. WILSON 
(St. Andrews) 

Many years ago Professor Quispel wrote that practically the entire 
Near East belonged among the ancestors of Gnosticism. These words, 
as it happens, provide a neat illustration of the danger of quoting 
statements out of context. In context they are perfectly in order, and 
beyond reproach, as the conclusion to some pages of discussion and 
backed as they are by a brief summary of the main points: «So hat 
dann angeblich beinahe der ganze Vorderorient zu den Ahnen des 
Gnostizismus gehort : der iranische Zostrianus, die babylonische Astro
logie, die syrische Noria, der Samariter Dositheos, der judische 'Wahre 
Prophet' fan den sich in diesem Sammelsurium zusammen". 1 

Obviously it would be legitimate enough to cite these words as a 
warning against any attempt, in the present state of our knowledge, 
to identify any singlefons et origo for the gnostic movement: practically 
the entire Near East has made its contribution. One may recall the 
famous words of Reitzenstein : «I t is hardly to be avoided that according 
to inclination and the direction his studies have taken, one writer claims 
too much as Egyptian, another too much as Babylonian, a third all 
as Persian, and that the individual worker contracts a kind of colour
blindness, which makes him insensitive to important distinctions'',2 
Professor Quispel, with many others today (including the writer), would 
stress the significance of the Jewish contribution, but this also cannot 
be done to the neglect of other factors. The gnostic phenomenon is 
too complex, and possessed of too many ramifications, to be pinned 
down to any single source or origin. 

On the other hand it would a gross misuse of Professor Quispel's 
statement, and indeed a logical fallacy, to use it as the basis for 

1 Gnosis als Weltreligion, Zurich 1951,9. 
2 Poimandres, Leipzig 1904, 250; translation from C. H. Dodd, The Bible and 

the Greeks, London 1935, xv. 
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including anything and everything: practically the entire Near East 
has made its contribution, therefore anything from the Near East 
in this period may be assumed to have contributed. The fallacy is obvious 
when stated in this form, but the danger is none the less present and 
it is easy to fall unwittingly into the trap. 

The oriental mystery religions afford a case in point. They are all, 
or at least nearly all, older than Christianity, and form part of the 
background, the environment into which both Christianity and a 
developed Gnosticism emerged. How far are they significant for the 
origins of either, and what contribution have they made? In the 
early days of Religionsgeschichte there was in some quarters a tendency 
to multiply the possible parallels, to include as parallels and influences 
what were in fact no more than superficial resemblances, and in particular 
to assume that Christianity was always and everywhere the debtor; 
which of course provoked the inevitable re-action. Today we should 
in many ways see things differently, in a more balanced and nuanced 
way. In particular we should pay more attention to chronology: the 
peak period for the mysteries was precisely one in which Christianity 
was already making headway. Moreover we should wish to ask how 
far the ideas and beliefs of the mysteries remained constant over 
the centuries of their history, how far they were themselves modified 
by the influence of their environment. 

The problem is in part that the mysteries were esoteric religions, 
their initiates vowed to secrecy, so that we know comparatively little 
of their actual beliefs and ceremonies. This unfortunately has sometimes 
allowed free play to speculation and to inferences for which there is 
no real foundation. A certain notorious book of recent years even 
speaks of the mystery religions having their headquarters in Jerusalem!3 
On a more serious and scholarly level, Professor Kurt Rudolph in his 
book Die Gnosiswrites : «In diesem Zusammenhang ist auch ein Hinweis 
auf den Anteil der hellenistischen Mysterien bei der Ausbildung der 
Gnosis angebracht. Bekanntlich ist die Organisationsform der gnostischen 
Gemeinden der der Mysterien nicht unahnlich gewesen. Die den einzelnen 
Mysterienreligionen zugrunde liegenden Vorstellungen, die nur selten 

3 To supply bibliographical details would give this volume a publicity which it 
does not deserve. 
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(wie zum Beispiel in den agyptischen Isismysterien) zu einer Theologie 
zusammengefasst wurden, haben in der Gnosis ein gewisses .Echo 
gefunden, indem sie zugunsten der eigenen Lehre ausgelegt wurden 
und so als ein Mittel zu ihrer Propagierung dienten (vgl. die sogenannte 
'Naassenerhomilie'). Es ist nicht ausgeschlossen, dass in einige gnostische 
Gemeinden (Ophiten, Naassener) spezielle Mysterieniiberlieferungen 
Eingang fanden, die sich urn das gemeinsame Schicksal von Gottheit und 
Glaubigen rankten und die Erl6sung auf praktisch-kultischem Wege 
zu realisieren suchten, wie es die Mysterienkulte bezweckten".4 At an 
earlier stage (p. 230) he had noted that some gnostic communities 
probably corresponded to the pattern of mystery conventicles, whereas 
others had more the character of philosophic schools. Later (p. 303-4) 
he draws attention to the Graeco-oriental syncretism of the period (<< ist 
doch jede Religion strenggenommen ein synkretistisches Gebilde; 'reine 
Religionen' finden sich nur in Schreibtischtheorien"). But that, signifi
cantly, is all. On both sides we find esoteric communities meeting 
together for worship, the form and content of which remain largely 
unknown in point of detail. On both sides there is a concern with 
salvation, but is notorious that this is a very fluid and indeed protean 
concept which might well have meant different things to different groups. 
In particular it would be of value to know exactly what views were held 
by one group or another in regard to the evil from which deliverance 
was sought, the means by which it was held to be effected, and the 
goal to which it was thought to lead. It is by attention to such 
points that we may learn to discover the distinctive differences as 
well as the surface similarities, which may be merely superficial and 
of no real significance. 

One striking feature of Professor Rudolph's paragraph is his reference 
to ideas which found an echo in Gnosis, and were adapted and 
re-interpreted to suit the needs of gnostic doctrine and promote its 
propagation. This is remarkably similar to what many people have 
thought of the relation between Gnosis and Christianity, and of course 
raises the self-same questions. Is this the influence of the mysteries 
upon Gnosis, or gnostic influence on the mysteries? If the former, 
does this not suggest that in the case of Gnosis and Christianity some 

4 Die Gnosis, Leipzig 1977, 302f. 
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greater consideration should be given to the possibility that sometimes 
at least it was Gnosis and not Christianity that was the recipient, 
taking over and adapting Christian (and older Jewish) ideas for its 
own ends? 

At all events, the picture is rather vague and nebulous. Moreover 
any attempt to reach anything clearer and more definite seems in the 
nature of the case doomed to failure. Certainly any attempt to explain 
Gnosis and Gnosticism on the basis of the mystery religions would 
be open to a charge of obscurum per obscurius. There are however 
certain points which can be made, and which deserve consideration. 

In the first place there is the remarkable fact that from Irenaeus 
to Harnack the traditional view of Gnosticism saw in it the contamination 
of Christianity not through the mystery religions but through Greek 
philosophy.5 This may have a sociological explanation, in that the 
mysteries appear to have appealed more to the lower classes, whereas 
the more educated turned to philosophy. It would certainly have socio
logical implications, for it would suggest that the rise of Christian 
Gnosticism must be located in a period when Christianity was moving 
up from the lower classes into more educated circles. This does not mean 
that there was no Gnosis prior to that, for there is much to suggest 
that the gnostic "attitude" was already in existence well before the 
development of the gnostic systems. Even the opponents of the theory 
of a pre-Christian Gnosticism admit the presence in the first century A.D. 
or earlier of trends and tendencies which are already moving in the 
direction of a developed Gnosticism. 

The point for the moment is that it is to Greek philosophy and not to 
the mysteries that the Church Fathers look for an explanation of 
Gnosticism. Since the Nag Hammadi library became accessible it is 
no longer possible simply to accept the statements of the Fathers at 
face value, but in this case their evidence is confirmed by the paucity 
of reference to mystery deities both in their reports and in the new texts. 
Only Hippolytus in his account of the Naassenes mentions Attis and 
Adonis,6 and neither of them plays any significant part in the system; 
they are introduced as part of the process of gnostic re-interpretation 

5 Cf. R. P. Casey, in JTS 36, 1935, 45ff. 
6 Hippo!. Ref V7.13, 15; 9.8-9 (Attis); V 7.11,12; 9.8 (Adonis). 
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of existing beliefs and concepts, a clear instance of the gnostic syn
cretism and adaptation. Adonin does occur as one of the archons 
in the Apocryphon of John, but in a variety of forms in different 
places (Adoni, Adonein), and in any case it is open to question whether 
this name should be linked with Adonis or derived from the Hebrew 
Adonai. Isis, Osiris, Sarapis and Mithras do not seem to occur either 
in the patristic sources or in the Nag Hammadi texts. This is in very 
striking contrast to the prominence given to Jesus, and more particularly, 
in certain systems, to figures from the Old Testament, and suggests 
that if the mysteries were significant it was in a somewhat different 
way from Judaism and Christianity. 

One figure may however give us pause here, and that is Sophia. It 
has frequently been suggested that the figure of Wisdom in late Jewish 
speculation came into prominence as in some sense a counter blast 
to Isis. If that be so, then the Sophia of Gnosis, who is in some sense 
a development of the Jewish Wisdom, would ultimately be influenced 
by the figure of Isis; but this is at best indirect, and there has been 
considerable development in between. 

The one cult for which it does seem possible, on the basis of our 
knowledge, to claim some affinity is that of Mithras, with its seven 
grades of initiation corresponding to the seven planets, but even here 
there are points to give us pause. The planets in Gnosis are hostile 
powers, which is not the case for Mithraism. Moreover Mithraism 
was a masculine religion, which matches rather badly with the promi
nence of women in certain gnostic groups, and the attraction which 
Gnosis apparently exercised upon them. And thirdly Mithraism, for 
all its long history, appears to have been rather late in making its 
entrance upon the stage of Graeco-Roman religion. The point here 
is precisely that there may be superficial resemblances which suggest 
some relationship, but this is simply not enough. We have to examine 
these points of contact to determine whether the contact really exists, 
whether the two systems mean the same thing by the ideas they 
have in common, whether the one has actually borrowed from the 
other, or reacted against it. 

A final point is the one made long ago, that it was only those cults 
which were capable of being hellenised and spiritualised that stood 
any real chance of success in the Graeco-Roman world. The mysteries, 
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like Judaism and Christianity, had in some way to come to terms 
with Greek ideas and Greek philosophy. Many years ago E. R. Goode
nough sadly lamented the fact that reviewers of his book By Light, 
Light had almost uniformly neglected the main body of the work to 
fasten on his suggestion that Philo of Alexandria had converted 
Judaism into a mystery religion. Only in the second edition of his 
Introduction to Philo Judaeus did he finally come out with a fully 
satisfactory solution: as far back as Plato, the philosophers were 
using mystery terminology for their own purposes, speaking of initiation 
into the mysteries of philosophy, and it was this convention that Philo 
was following.7 E. Wind's Pagan Mysteries in the Renaissance,8 as 
it happens, has .little or nothing to do with the oriental mystery 
religions; the mysteries are those of Platonism and Neo-Platonism. 
The use of the same terminology is not enough, nor is the sharing of 
common ideas. We have to try to see how these ideas were understood, 
what they meant, in the several traditions with which we are concerned, 
before we can form any judgment as to relationships or borrowings 
or influences. 

Professor Rudolph's paragraph probably says all th;:1t can safely be 
said in the present state of our knowledge. The mysteries certainly 
contributed to the religious ferment of the early Roman Empire, and 
some of their ideas no doubt passed into Gnosticism, some of their 
traditions were taken over. But this is at most to speak in general 
terms. It is when we try to identify specific points of contact, specific 
influences, to determine what traditions were taken over and how 
they were modified, that the problems arise. Alan Richardson, for 
example, in rejecting the Bultmann theory of a pre-Christian Gnosis, 
writes: "A thoughtful person could not have been converted to Gnosticism 
in the same way as he could have been to Judaism or Christianity: 
what he might have done would have been to become an initiate 
in one of the many mystery cults". 9 Later on he writes that Paul's 
converts "would know all about the mystery-cults with their claims to 
impart saving gnosis".lO Quite apart from any questions of consistency 

7 By Light, Light, Yale 1935; Introduction to Philo Judaeus, Oxford 1962. 
8 London 1958, new and enlarged edition 1968. 
9 An Introduction to the Theology of the New Testament, London 1958,41. 
lOOp. cit., 47. 
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in Richardson's position, it may be asked whether the concept of 
salvation in the mysteries was of one communicated by gnosis - or 
by the performance of a ritual. All religions profess in some sense 
to convey a knowledge of God, hence a gnosis; but it is precisely 
the nature, content and significance of this gnosis that is in question. 
How far is it a gnostic gnosis, embodying the particular characteristics 
and connotation which the term has in gnostic usage? 

One other phrase in Professor Rudolph's statement calls for repeated 
emphasis: "indem sie zugunsten der eigenen Lehre ausgelegt wurden". 
Such ideas as were taken over from the mysteries were re-interpreted, 
adapted to suit the needs of gnostic speCUlation, just as with ideas 
from Judaism or Christianity. This implies that Gnosis is in some 
sense different from and alien to all of them, and not simply to be 
explained by smooth development or derivation from anyone of them, 
whatever they may have contributed to its growth. 

It is a pleasure to pen these words in tribute to one who over many 
years has contributed significantly to the study of the problems of 
Gnosticism, and has provided stimulus and inspiration to others. The 
problems are not yet solved, and much remains to be done, but without 
such guides as Professor Quispel the state of our research would be 
much the poorer. 



"TERRA AUTEMSTUPIDA QUADAM ERAT ADMIRATIONE" 

Rejlexions on a remarkable translation of Genesis 1.' 2a 

J.C.M. VAN WINDEN 
(Leiden) 

The beginning chapters of Genesis, and the first verses of the first 
chapter in particular, have caused an endless variety of sIX:culations 
of both the Jewish and the Christian exegetes. 1 The exegesis of the 
early Christian writers shows again and again what one may call the 
'encounter' between Christian belief and Greek philosophy. Those 
thinkers, educated in Greek philosophy, read the Bible with their philo
sophical eyes. In this way they followed the example of the hellenizing 
Jew, Philo of Alexandria, who's way of approach had not found many 
followers among the Jews themselves. In the first verse not only the 
term upxiJ had drawn the attention of those thinkers, 2 but also the 
verb 1tou;iv and the terms oupavoc; and yiV 

The present paper will deal with the exegesis of the first half of the 
second verse, in which the author states that the earth was tohu and 
bohu, and in particular on a remarkable rendering of this text mentioned 
by Calcidius in his commentary on Plato's Timaeus. 

To almost all Christian exegetes the Bible was accessible in a Greek 
form only. The most authoritative translation was that of the Septuagint, 
in which the semi-verse under discussion ran as follows: it 8E Yii ,;v 
uopa'toc; Kai uKa'tacrKEuacr'toc;. 

A few authors, for instance saint Basil in his second homily In Hexae-

1 For a survey, see In Principio. Interpretations des premiers versets de la Genese 
(Etudes Augustiniennes), Paris 1973. 

2 See my contribution to Aufstieg und Niedergang der romischen Welt, entitled: 
Friihchristliche Bibelexegese. 'Der Anfang'. This paper was written in 1971, but did 
not appear as yet. 

3 See my paper The Early Christian Exegesis of 'Heaven and Earth' in Genesis 1,1, 
in Romanitas et Christianitas. Festschrift J. H. Waszink. Amsterdam-London 1973, 371-
382. 
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meron, gave a literal interpretation of this text: the earth was 'invisible', 
since it was hidden under the surface of the water, and it was 
'unordered' or 'unequipped', because it was without the equipment 
of plants, trees, etc. 

Most interpreters, however, championed an allegoric interpretation 
of these words. Considering the problem, whether the idea of matter 
was found in the Holy Scripture Origen observes in De princ. IV, 4,6 
(Rufinus' translation) : "Quam plurimi sane putant ipsam rerum materiam 
significari in eo, quod in principio Genesis scriptum est a Moyse: 'In 
principio fecit deus caelum et terram, terra autem erat invisibilis et 
incomposita'; ilJvisibilem namque et incompositam terram non aliud eis 
Moyses quam informem materiam visus est indicare". To them 'earth' 
stood for 'matter', of which Aristotle had stated that it was ave{ow<; 
and aJloP<Po<;. The two qualifications of earth in the Septuagint were 
understood as the equivalents of these Aristotelian epithets. The other 
Greek translations, viz. those of Aquila, Symmachus and Theodotion 
were interpreted in a similar way. In Gregory of Nyssa's Apologia 
in Hexaemeron one finds them summed up and applied to matter.4 

In his commentary on Plato's Timaeus Calcidius, dealing with the 
problem of matter, mentions (the latin translations of) the Septuagint, 
Aquila and Symmachus, and then continues as follows: "Sed Origenes 
asseverat ita sibi ab Hebraeis esse persuasum, quod in aliquantum sit 
a vera proprietate derivata interpretatio; fuisse enim in exemplari: 
'Terra autem stupida quadem erat admiratione'." 5 

The meaning of this remarkable text must be that Origen, according 
to Calcidius, stated that the afore said interpretation (the three trans
lations were, in his view, in fact essentially one interpretation; hence 
the singular) diverted considerably from the true sense of the Genesis 
text. The ground for this opinion were 'the Hebrews' who had informed 
him that the hebraIc original had a different meaning, namely "the 
earth was lying speechless in a kind of admiration". - "Ita" is explained 

4 See M. Alexandre, L'exegese de Gen. l,I-2a dans /'In Hexaemeron de Gregoire 
de Nysse: deux approches du probleme de la matiere, in Gregor von Nyssa und die 
Philosophie, herausgegeben von H. Dorrie, M. Altenburger, U. Schramm, Leiden 
1976, 159 ss. 

5 Timaeus a Calcidio translatus commentarioque instructus ed. J. H. Waszink (Plato 
Latinus IV). Londoni-Leida, 1962,290,9-11. 
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by the words "fuisse enim in exemplari". The word "exemplar" some
times means 'manuscript', but in the present case it cannot have 
that sense, since the reading of 'a manuscript' is not a convincing 
argument here; moreover, one would have expected then "in exemplari 
aliquo". 

In my commentary on Calcidius' treatise on matter, twenty years 
ago, I could not throw much ligth on this text. I referred to the 
attempt of Fabricius to explain this rendering of the Hebrew. He 
stated that tohu and bohu both could have the significance of admiratio. 
But this rather vague indication did not help much. Hence it could 
happen that Waszink, in the apparatus fontium of his famous edition, 
stated: "de hac versione nihil invenire potui". 

Calcidius' assertion is remarkable for several reasons: J. The rendering 
itself is, at least at first sight, very strange; 2. The assertion that 
Origen, the author of the Hexapla, approved this translation is amazing; 
3. One wonders who were the Hebrews who are said to be Origen's 
witnesses. 

As to the rendering itself, I had already understood that it was 
not so strange and had nothing to do with a lack of knowledge of 
the Hebrew, sometimes imputed to Origen. 6 The terms tohu and bohu 
indicate a state of wilderness and disorder. Normally these words are 
taken in a 'physical' sense. The Hebrews under discussion, and Origen 
after them, did nothing else than give those terms a 'psychical' meaning. 
According to them, the two words indicated a state of 'mental disorder'. 
The earth was 'bewildered', 'perplexed', hence "stupida admiratione". 
And in the allegorical context, in which earth stood for matter, matter 
was affected by that feeling. In other words, allegory was coupled 
with personification here. 

Now this way of interpreting the text of Genesis 1: 2a was not 
unknown in rabbinic circles. Mme Alexandre has drawn our attention 
to this fact in her article on Gregory of Nyssa's interpretation of this 
Genesis text (see note 4). She refers to the English translation of the 
Midrash on Genesis, by M. Friedman, which contains the following 

6 See for instance F. Wutz, Onomastica Sacra (TU 41-42), Leipzig 1914, Teil I, 
p. 36-37. For the opposite view see N. de Lange, Origen and the Jews. Studies in 
Jewish-Christian relations in third-century Palestine, Cambridge 1976, 7. See also G. 
Sgherri, A propos ito di Origene e la lingua ebraica, in Augustinianum 14, 1974,223-257. 
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rendering of Genesis 1 : 2a : "The earth sat bewildered and astonished". 
Origen seems to refer to this rendering and all our problems seem to be 
solved: the translation mentioned by Calcidius was, in fact, an alle
goric interpretation, which could, of course, not have a place in the 
Hexapla; the Hebrews were the rabbis, who are often referred to by 
Origen, when he treats on the significance of hebrew terms. 

However, the proper translation of the Genesis text under discussion 
in the Midrash and in Origen may be similar, the explanations based 
on the renderings are quite different. In the Midrash the earth is 
astonished about the fact that, while she was created together with 
the heaven, her destiny was so different from that of the heaven. While 
the heaven was adorned with eternal life, she (the earth) was condemned 
to mortality. This idea was illustrated by two similes. One of them 
runs as follows: "This may be compared to the case of a king who 
bought two slaves on the same bill of sale and at the same price. 
One he ordered to be supported at the public expense, while the other 
he ordered to toil for his bread. The latter sat bewildered and astonished: 
'Both of us were bought at the same price' exclaimed he, 'yet he is 
supported from the treasury whilst I have to gain my bread by my toil !' 
Thus the earth sat bewildered and astonished, saying 'The celestial 
beings (sc. the angels) and the terrestrial ones (sc. man) were created 
at the same time: yet the celestial beings are fed by the radiance 
of the Skechina, whereas the terrestrial beings, if they do not toil, 
do not eat. Strange it is indeed"'.7 

Origen's explanation is as follows: "stupidae vero ex admiratione 
signijicatio animae vim quandam similitudinemque declarat, siquidem 
opijicis et auctoris sui maiestate capta stuperet". 8 Here the earth, standing 
for matter, lies in admiration being perplex because of the majesty 
of the Creator. Obviously this explanation is greatly different from 
the one given by the hebrew teachers, the main difference being that, 
while the Hebrews only personified the earth, Origen put the personi
fication 9 in an allegory. 

7 Midrash Rabbah. Genesis I. Translated into English with notes, glossary and 
indices under the editorship of Rabbi Dr. H. Friedman and Maurice Simon M. A. 
London-Bournemoth 21951, IS. 

sEd. Waszink, 283,6-8; auctoritatis (instead of auetoris) is a mistake. 
9 The words "animae vim quandam similitudinemque dec/aratH draw the attention of 

the reader to the personification. 
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The difference between the two explanations manifests itself in the 
different feelings of the earth. In the rabbinic exegesis she is stupified 
about her being treated in such an inferior manner. In Origen's explana
tion she is stupified because of her admiration of the majesty of the 
Creator. The feeling of the earth in rabbinic exegesis could hardly be 
qualified as "admiratio". 

Origen's exegesis of the Genesis text under discussion is much more 
cognate with what a Greek philosopher, according to Calcidius, stated 
about matter, namely that it "willingly yields to the majesty of the 
Maker". This formula, that seems to come from Numenius 10 shows 
the same personification of matter as in Origen. The only difference is 
in the nature of the feelings of matter: in the one case it is yielding 
and obeying, in the other it is "stupida admiratione". 

Our conclusion, so far, might be that Origen's observation mentioned 
by Calcidius has its roots in the rabbinic personification of earth and 
in the Numenian personification of matter. 

There is, however, a context which shows even a more striking 
agreement with Origen's exegesis. Here one finds the idea of matter 
and the "stupida admiratio" together. And although I am not able to 
prove that Origen has been influenced from this side, it seems worth 
while to draw the attention of the reader to this complex of ideas in 
these reflexions on the Calcidian text. 

The complex of ideas meant here is that of the Gnosis, particu
larly the Valentinian Gnosis, as it is described by Irenaeus in the 
first part of his Adversus haereses; 11 he is followed by Tertullian 
in his Adversus Valentinianos. 

The Valentinian Gnosis is famous because of its elaborated doc
trine on the widespread inner development of the divine nature. This 
development is realised in emanations, known as Aeons, having abstract 
names expressing apparently the different aspects of the divine nature. 
Head of all is the npomi'tffip, also called Bu9o<;, who forms a pair 
with "EVVOlU, also named Xap1<; or 1:1y1). From these proceed Nofi<; 
and 'A,,1)9ElU, who generate Aoyo<; and Zro1), and these give existence 

10 See my Calcidius on Matter, 64 and the apparatus fontium in Waszink's edition. 
11 In the first file of VC G. Quispe1 wrote a pioneer article on this text. More 

recently the problems concerning this text were discussed thoroughly by G. C. Stead, 
The Valentinian Myth of Sophia in JTS N.D. 20, 1969,75-104. 
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to "Avep{J}1to~ and 'EKKATJcria. The last two pairs, in their turn, 
produce ten respectively twelf other Aeons. Thus altogether there are 
thirty, that is fifteen pairs of Aeons. They form the Pleroma, the 
divine reality in its full development. Adv. haer. 1,1,3 says: tOUtO to 
aopatOv Kai 1tVW~a'ttKOv Kat' autOi>~ nAT]p(O~a. 

The last couple, generated by Anthropos and Ekklesia, was Theletos 
and Sophia. While the other Aeons remained within their prescribed 
limits, - there was a possibility for aberration in all those coming 
after the first couple of Aeons -, the youngest, i.c. the female partner 
of the last pair, Sophia exceeded the limit. She was moved by a passion 
"beyond the embrace of her partner". This passion existed in «searching 
after the Father" (to 8i: 1t(leO~ £ivat 1;;T]tTJO"tv tOu natpo~. Adv. haer. 
1,2,2). She desired what was an impossibility for her, namely the 
understanding of the greatness of the Father, something attainable 
only for the Only-begotten, i.e. the Nous; to all other Aeons the Father 
was unknowable. Because of this desire Sophia was in danger literally 
from being swallowed up and losing her own existence. Then, however,. 
she encountered the power of ~Opo~, Measure, which consolidates 
all things. She was then convinced of the impossibility of knowing 
the Father and so "returned to herself' and laid aside "her previous 
Plan together with the pathos coupled with it, originating from. that 
speechless amazement" (tTJV 1tpotepav i:veU~TJO"tv cruv t<p i:1tlYlvo~evq:l 
1tUe£l eK tOU eK1tAT]KtOU eK£lvou eau~ato~). From this it appears 
that Sophia's pathos originates in a E1tATJKtOV eau~a, which is, without 
doubt, the exact equivalent of "stupida admiratio". 

But, one may object, in the text from Calcidius this mood is ascribed 
to the earth (= matter), in Irenaeus it belongs to Sophia. In Greek 
thought, it is true, these realities are completely different indeed. In 
the Valentinian Gnosis, however, there is a close relationship between 
the two, as will appear from what follows. 

As was said above, Sophia laid aside her previous Plan originating 
in the speechless· amazement. This has to be understood literally. 
Sophia herself returns to the pure and stable state in which she was 
before; she returns into the Pleroma. But her Plan is laid aside and 
so becomes a reality in itself, which is a~op<pov and aV£l8€Ov (Adv. 
haer. 1,2,4). (One recognizes the epithets of matter). 

Elsewhere Irenaeus says that Sophia escaped from boundlessness and 
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formlessness, but the Plan, laid aside by her, got outside the Pleroma. 
The Plan, also called Achamoth (Greek transcription of the hebraic 
name for wisdom) was in the dark and was allop<po~ and av€iow~. 
Again one meets the two typical epitheta of matter: TT]v EVeUllllcrtV 
'tii~ avO) l:o<pia~, Tjv Kat 'AxallWe KaAoucrtv, a<poptcredcrav 'tOU nAllpffi
lla'tO~ cruv 't<P 1tUeet, Atyoucrtv EV crKta~ Kat Kevffilla'tO~ 't01tot~ EKf3ef3pU
crem Ka'ta avuYKllv. e~O) yap <p0)'t(,>~ EytVe'tO Kat nAllpffilla'tO~, allop<po~ 
Kat av€iow~ (Adv. haer. 1,4,1). See also Adv. haer. 1,3,1, where the 
situation of Sophia is described as ro~ EV 1tOAAij UAlJ. 

In Adv. haer. 1,1,3 Irenaeus states that the pathos of Sophia and 
her return into the Pleroma has also been expressed in a mythos. 
This runs as follows: when Sophia attempted the impossible, she gave 
birth to a formless being (allop<p0v oucriav) and seeing it she was 
filled with fear, sadness and perplexity (<pof3o~, Alml), eK1tAll~t~). As 
well as perplexity (= speechless amazement) there are two other moods. 
In Adv. haer. 1,4,1 Achamoth has the same three moods and in 1,5,4 
Irenaeus asserts explicitly that matter is a composition of those three: 
EKe! ouv 'tT]V UAtKT]V oucriav EK 'tptffiv 1taeffiv crucr'tiivm, <pof3ov 'te 
Kat Au1tii~ Kat a1topia~. (Elaborating this statement he replaces a1topia 
by eK1tAll~t~). Thus matter could be defined as the hypostasized moods 
of Sophia, or otherwise stated: matter is Sophia in so far she has 
strayed from the right ·path. 

In his treatise "Against the Valentinians" Tertullian expresses the 
same idea in the following way: "Nul/us tamen Sophiae exitus vacuit; 
omnes aerumnae eius operantur, siquidem et ilia tunc coriflictatio in 
materiae originem pervenit. ignorantia pavor maeror substantiae fiunt". 12 

The "exitus "of Sophia is her leaving the Pleroma; to Sophia no ~'exitus" 
was "open", that means: she could not "disappear". This is explained 
by the following words: all her troubles are active i.e. they result in 
something, and that "something" is matter. The moods of Sophia 
become a substance. 

About Achamoth, also called Mother, which appeared to be the 
'Plan' of Sophia together with her pathos - so it is, in fact, the 

12 Adv. Valent. 10,2-3. Ed. Aldo Marastoni, Padova 1971. In the CSEL edition, 
reprinted in the Corpus Christianorum, Kroyman remodeled this text after the example 
of the Irenaeus text. But Tertullian was not the man to transcribe the author he was 
following. He prefers to give a more pointed expression to the ideas of his example. 
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equivalent of matter - Irenaeus states "This Mother is also called 
Ogdoon, Sophia, Earth, Jerusalem ... " (Ad. haer. 1,5,3). The evil pro
duct of Sophia is itself called Sophia and similarly Earth. Tertullian, 
Adv. Valent. c. 21,1 observes: "Interim tenendum Sophiam cognominari 
et Terram et Matrem". Thus instead of stating that Sophia was struck 
by an EK1tATJK'tOV 9uuj.lu (= stupida admiratio), one could also state 
that the Earth was thus struck. This is exactly what the translation 
under discussion of Genesis 1: 2a has. 13 

How to explain this striking agreement? One may, of course, think 
of a fortuitous agreement of two texts which have no relationship 
at all. But it is also possible that the Hebrews mentioned by Origen 
had some connection with those gnostic speculations. The identity 
of the Hebrews referred to by Origen is different on different occa
sions. One should discern between the cases in which he adduces the 
Hebrews as witnesses for the signification of Hebrew names and those 
in which he refers to the exegesis of Bible texts by Jewish scholars. 
In the first case Origen's witnesses apparently are learned Jews or 
the writings of learned Jews. In the case of an exegesis the situation 
is more complicate. Sometimes he has Jewish rabbis in view, some
times he refers to Christian Jews. A revealing text is Selecta in Ezechiel, 
ch. 9 (PG 13, 800D-801A). There Origen discusses Ezekiel 9,4, which 
speaks, according to the versions of Aquila and Theodotion, of putting 
the mark euu on the foreheads of those who groan and lament. 
(The Septuagint speaks of putting a mark only). Origen states, that 
having asked the Hebrews whether they could give some hereditary 
learning about that Thau, he has got three answers. The first had 
said that the Thau, being the last letter of the (Hebrew) alphabet, 
indicated 'perfection'. The second had stated that the Thau, being 
the first letter of the name Thora, symbolized those who had lived 
in accordance with the Law. The third - and he was one who also be-

13 The qualification of Sophia's mood as EK1tAllK'tDV 9uiillU is found only once 
in Irenaeus. Elsewhere one finds EK1tAll~I<;, as was mentioned above. Here the element 
9uiillU is absent. In Adv. haer. Irenaeus uses the verbs EKCH:ijvlll (Kul ClnOpijCl"Ill). 
Sophia's leaving the Pleroma is a kind of EKITtIlcrt<; (cf. Tertullian's "exitus"). Now 
there is an interesting observation of Rufinus in his translation of Origenes' In Numeros, 
homilia 27: "Non possumus in Latina lingua uno sermone exprimere verbum Graecum, 
quod illi EKotUITI v vocant, id est, cum pro alicuius magnae rei admiratione obstupescit 
animus" (PG 12,969 B-C). Perhaps EK1tAllKtOV 9uiillU is a Greek paraphrase of EKOtUcrt<;. 
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lieved in Christ - had said that in old times the letter Thau looked 
like the cross.14 Thus this text of Ezekiel predicted the habit of the 
Christians to sign themselves with the token of the cross on their 
forehead, which they all do at the beginning of all kinds of activities, 
particularly at the beginning of prayers and holy reading. 15 

This text shows clearly that Origen's witnesses could be learned 
Jews as well as Jewish Christians. One might surmise that in the 
present case his informants were gnostic Jews or Jewish Christians 
who explained the rabbinic rendering of Genesis 1: 2a in a gnostic way. 

Such a surmise does not include the assumption that Origen was 
an adherent of the gnostic way of thinking. It does mean that this 
gnostic idea was attractive to him because of his well-known inclination 
to all kinds of allegory. He was always looking for a deeper sense of 
the Holy Scripture. 

But however the relationship of these similarly sounding texts may 
be, it was a pleasure to the present author to offer these reflexions 
to the gnostic scholar, to whom this collection of studies has been 
dedicated. 

14 One of the archaic forms of the semitic taw (the predecessor of the Greek Tau) 
had, indeed, almost the form of a cross, the only difference being that the cross-beam 
was not always exactly horizontal. See L. H. Jeffery, The Local Scripts of Archaic 
Greece. A study of the origin of Greek alphabet and its development from the eight to 
thefifth centuries B.C. Oxford 1961, 34 and A. Heubeck, Schrift (Archeologia Homerica, 
3 Heft IX), Gottingen 1972, 72. Origen's way of indicating this letter (0uii, 0ropa) 
is not correct, since the taw gets aspiration only after a vowel. But also elsewhere 
one finds similar confusions. (I thank professor P.A. H. de Boer, Oegstgeest, for this 
information.) In later times the (Greek) Tau became the indication of the cross. See, 
for instance, Thomas of Celano 's Tractatus de Miraculis S. Francisci Assisiensis, Quaracchi, 
1928, par. 3. 

IS Cf. G. Bardy, Les traditionsjuives dans I'lEuvre d'Origene, in RB 34, 1925,241. 
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It is a high privilege for me to share in a volume honoring 
Professor Gilles Quispel, who has contributed so much and so cre
atively to the study of Gnosticism. While one may not always agree 
with some of his hypotheses, one is always stimulated by the boldness 
of his vision and awed by the breadth of his knowledge. One of 
the sterling qualities of Professor Quispel's scholarship is his willingness 
to consider new evidence and to revise his views accordingly. Gilles 
Quispel was one of the first to recognize the important Jewish elements 
in Gnosticism - a subject which I shall discuss after examining 
possible interrelations between the Prologue of John, the Mandaean 
parallels, and the Nag Hammadi texts. 

I. THE PROLOGUE OF JOHN 

A. The Gospel of John 

The literature on the Gospel of John is enormous. 1 Thyen lists 37 
pages of closely printed titles of studies on John published between 
1966 and 1974! 2 Recent surveys reveal the varieties of views held on 
the sources of the Gospel. 3 In particular, the discovery and publication 
of the Nag Hammadi treatises have produced a spate of studies on 

t E. Malatesta, St. John's Gospel 1920-1965, Rome 1967. 
2 H. Thyen, Aus der Literatur zum Johannesevangelium, in TRu 39 (1974), 8-44. 
3 D. M. Smith, The Sources of the Gospel of John, in NTS 10 (1963-64), 336-41; 

R. Kysar, The Fourth Evangelist and His Gospel (Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1975); idem, 
Vectors in Fourth Gospel Criticism, in Int 31, 1977, 355-66; C. H. H. Scobie, New 
Directions in the Study of the Fourth Gospel, in SR 6, 1976-77, 185-93; D.A. Carson, 
Current Source Criticism of the Fourth Gospel, in JBL 97, 1978,411-29. 
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the relationship between the New Testament and Gnosticism, and 
especially between the Gospel of John and Gnosticism. 4 

There has also been no lack of attempts to analyze the Prologue 
of John. 5 As P. S. Minear observes: 

One of these special concerns is with the perennial puzzle, the prologue 
of the Gospel. The question of the source analysis of the prologue still 
constitutes a storm-center of debate, as does the unity of the passage. 6 

The great variety of analyses of the Prologue reflects the variety of 
presuppositions which have governed the examination of the text. 
Ridderbos observes: 

It is evident that in this way important opposing points of view appear 
on the scene in the exegesis of the Prologue. There is, as it were, an attempt 
to press the pleats of the cloth in one direction, while the original material 
was creased in an opposite, or at least another, direction. 7 

Of course, even those who accept the Prologue as an integral part 
of the Gospel must recognize the fact that the concept of the Logos 
plays no further explicit role in the rest of the work. Pollard therefore 
cautions, "That fact, by itself, should be sufficient to put us on guard 
against seeing in the Prologue a developed doctrine of the Logos 
which reflects the varied forms of Logos-speculation in his environ
ment." 8 

4 G. Quispel, Het Johannesevangelie en de Gnosis, in NTT II, 19-56-57, 173-203; 
idem, L 'Evangile de Jean et la Gnose, in L'Evangile de Jean (Bruges 1958), 197-208; 
K. Rudolph, Gnosis und Gnostizismus, ein Forschungsbericht, in TR 34, 1969, 121-75, 
181-231; 36, 1971, 89-124; 37, 1972, 289-360; 38, 1973, 1-25; D. M. Scholer, Nag 
Hammadi Bibliography 1948-1968, Leiden 1971, 84-90 and subsequent supplements in 
NT; S.S. Smalley, Diversity and Development in John, in NTS 17, 1971, 276-92; 
K.-W. Troger, ed., Gnosis und Neues Testament, Berlin 1973; E. Yamauchi, Pre
Christian Gnosticism [hereafter abbreviated PCG), London/Grand Rapids 1973, 30-34; 
R. Schnackenburg, Entwicklung und Stand der johanneischen Forschung seit 1955, in M. 
de longe, ed., L 'Evangile de Jean, Gembloux/Louvain 1977, 31 ff.; l. M. Lieu, Gnosticism 
and the Gospel of John, in ExTim 90, 1979,233-37. 

5 l. A. T. Robinson, The Relation of the Prologue to the Gospel of St. John, in NTS 
9, 1962-63, 120-29; W. Eltester, Der Logos und sein Prophet, in Apophoreta (E. Haen
chen Festschrift), Berlin 1964, 109-34. 

6 P.S. Minear, The Audience o{'the Fourth Evangelist, in Int 31, 1977,364. 
7 H. Ridderbos, The Structure and Scope of the Prologue to the Gospel of John, 

in NT 8, 1966, 187. 
8 T. E. Pollard, Johannine Christology and the Early Church, Cambridge 1970, 12f. 
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II. PARALLELS AND BACKGROUNDS 

A. Bultmann's Hypothesis 

Rudolf Bultmann's analysis of the Prologue formed the keystone 
of his interpretation of the Gospel of John. 9 As is well known Bult
mann held that the Prologue was originally a pre-Christian cultic 
hymn, an Aramaic poetic discourse whose ultimate source was an 
Oriental Gnosticism. The hymn had originally celebrated the pre-existent 
Logos incarnate in John, who was venerated by a baptist sect. When 
the evangelist was converted from this baptist sect, he transformed 
the hymn as a polemic against John and applied it instead to Jesus. 
According to Bultmann, the Prologue formed the introduction to his 
postulated Offenbarungsreden (Revelatory Discourse Source). 1 0 

Many of these original suggestions of Bultmann have come under 
question. Though some have supported his view that the Prologue 
was originally composed in Aramaic verse, 11 other scholars are not 
convinced. C. K. Barrett, in particular, remains dubious: 

9 For studies which preceded Bultmann's epochal commentary see: I) Der religions
geschichtliche Hintergrund des Pro logs zum Johannes-Evangelium, 2) Die Bedeutung der 
neuerschlossenen mandiiischen und manichiiischen Quellenfor das Verstiindnis des Johannes
evangeliums, 3) Untersuchungen zum Johannesevangelium. and 4) Johanneische Schriften 
und Gnosis, conveniently reprinted in Exegetica, ed. E. DinkIer, Tiibingen 1967, 10-35, 
55-104, 124-97, 230-54. 

10 See R. Bultmann, The Gospel of John Philadelphia 1971, 29-30, passim. Going 
beyond Bultmann, E. Kiisemann, The Testament of Jesus London 1968, 26, held that 
the Evangelist was a proponent of naive docetism. For critical responses see Kysar, 
The Fourth Evangelist, I 86ff. ; W. Schmithals, Die gnostischen Elemente im Neuen Testa
ment als hermeneutisches Problem, in Troger, Gnosis und Neues Testament, 378. For 
another view of the relation between John and docetism, see A. J. Mattill, Johannine 
Communities behind the Fourth Gospel, in TS 38, 1977, 306. 1. Schotroff in a series 
of recent works has advocated the view that John is a thoroughly Gnostic work. 
For critiques, see E. Ruckstuhl, Das Johannesevangelium und die Gnosis, in Neues Tes
tament und Geschichte [0. Cullmann Festschrift], ed. H. Baltensweiler and B. Reicke, 
Zurich/Tiibingen 1972, 143-56; J. Giblet, Developpements dans la theologie johannique, 
in de Jonge, L 'Evangile de Jean, 66-69. 

II M. Burrows, The Johannine Prologue as Aramaic Verse, in JBL 45 1926, 57-69; 
C. F. Burney, The Aramaic Origin of the Fourth Gospel, Oxford 1922; cf. M. Black, 
An Aramaic Approach to the Gospels and Acts 3rd ed., Oxford 1967; M. McNamara, 
Logos of the Fourth Gospel and Memra of the Palestinian Targum (Ex 12:42), in 
ExTim 79,1967-68,115-17. 
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The striking result of our investigation is that no one of the alleged 
Semitisms of the prologue is truly convincing. There is no syntactical 
support for the view that the evangelist drew upon Aramaic sources in 
the prologue .... The repeated and va'rious efforts at reconstruction, however, 
increasingly raise suspicions about the ability of scholars to reconstruct a 
prologue or Urprolog that will seem convincing as a piece of Aramaic 
poetry. 12 

In 1956 Bultmann published posthumously the work of his pupil, 
H. Becker. Becker sought to reconstruct a typical archetype of the 
"GnostIc Revealer Discourse" from parallels found in Mandaean texts, 
the Odes of Solomon, etc. 13 Another student of Bultmann, E. Schweizer, 
also used Mandaean texts to recreate a Vorlage for the Johannine 
Good Shepherd discourse. 14 

The arguments of these Bultmannian scholars have made few con
verts. Speaking of Becker's work, Brown concludes: 

That parallels for isolated portions of John may be found in individual 
passages in the Mandean and Hermetic literature ... is true. But this 
does not mean that there is a good example of a collection of discourses 
such as Bultmann proposes. 1 5 

Commenting on the parallels adduced by Schweizer, Meeks observes: 
"Schweizer's arguments for dependence will hardly bear the weight 
he places on them. ... The arguments for priority would be valid 
only if dependence were proved." 16 MacRae notes, "Generally speaking, 
few scholars would follow Bultmann in postulating a revelation-discourse 
source, specially after the meticulous analysis of D. M. Smith, Jr." 17 

Inasmuch as the alleged Offenbarungsreden has traits which are also 

12 C. K. Barrett, The Gospel of John and Judaism, Philadelphia 1975, 28, 31; idem, 
The Gospel according to St. John, 2nd ed. Philadelphia 1978, 150. 

13 H. Becker, Die Reden des Johannesevangeliums und der Sti! der gnostischen Offen
barungsrede, Giittingen 1956. 

14 E. Schweizer, Ego Eimi: Die religionsgeschichtliche Herkunft und theologische 
Bedeutung der joh. Bildreden, Giittingen 1939. 

15 R. E. Brown, The Gospel according to John I-XII, Garden City 1966, XXXII. 
16 W. Meeks, The Prophet-King: Moses Traditions and the Johannine Christology, 

Leiden 1967,310. 
17 G. W. MacRae, The Fourth Gospel and Religionsgeschichte, in CBQ 32, 1970, 15. 

Cf. Schnackenburg in den Jonge (note 4), 39: "Die literarkritische Zeriegung der 
johanneischen Reden und die Rekonstruktion einer QueUe gnostischer Offenbaruns
reden kiinnen nicht iiberzeugen." 
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found distributed through the rest of the evangelist's materials, the 
isolation of such a separate source has now been cast in doubt. 

Bultmann was attracted to the Mandaean texts as the source from 
which to reconstruct the hypothetical baptist community of John 
because of the reverence of the Mandaeans for John. Indeed it is a 
remarkable feature of the Mandaeans that they venerate John while 
at the same time they regard Jesus as a false prophet. 18 It is an 
irony worth noting that Kurt Rudolph, on the one hand, appeals 
to Bultmann's analysis of John to underline the importance of the 
Mandaean texts for New Testament studies,19 but just a few pages 
later, on the other hand, undercuts Bultmann's original theory by 
pointing out that the Mandaean traditions about John are quite late 
and secondary: 

Mit Bezug auf die Bewegung Johannes des Taufers halte ich dieses Unter
fangen fUr v6llig haltlos. Samtliche Berichte iiber Johannes sind sekundar, 
auch da ist er nicht Erl6ser und nicht Messias; ausserdem lehnen die 
Mandaer das Fasten abo Der Unterschied zur johanneischen Taufe wurde 
schon erwahnt. Johannes der Taufer und seine Jiingerschaft haben nach dem 
Befund der uns zugiinglichen Quellen keine Beziehung zu den Mandiiern gehabt. 
In wieweit Traditionen iiber die antichristliche Stellung des Johannes zu 
den Mandaern gelangt sind, bleibt im Dunkeln. 20 (The italics are in the 
original.) 

Lady E. S. Drower also noted the secondary nature of the Mandaean 
traditions about John as follows: 

As remarked earlier in this book, John is never the mouthpiece ofNa~oraean 
doctrine as it appears in the secret scrolls, and John's figure may have been 
inserted at a later date, for the name Yahia is Arabic not Aramaic. 

Although there is a legendary 'life' of John the Baptist in the Haran 
Gawaita, and he appears in both the Ginza and Drasia g-Yahia, he is 
never represented as an incarnation of Adam as Son of Man, or as the 
founder of the religion. 21 

18 See Yamauchi, PCG, 123-25. 
19 K. Rudolph, Die Mandiier, Gottingen 1960, I, 77-78; idem, Quellenprobleme zum 

Ursprung und Alter der Mandaer, in Christianity, Judaism and Other Greco-Roman Cults 
[Morton Smith Festschrift], ed. J. Neusner, Leiden 1975, IV, 114-15. 

20 Rudolph, Die Mandaer, I, 80. 
21 E.S. Drower, The Secret Adam, Oxford 1960, 101 and n. I. Cf. E. Segel berg, 

Old and New Testament Figures in Mandaean Version, in Syncretism, ed. S. S. Hartman, 
Stockholm 1969,236-37; Meeks, 12,263-65. 
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Bultmann's original formulation that the Prologue was a pre-Christian 
"baptist hymn" has not convinced even his own students - H. Conzel
mann, E. Kiisemann,22 and E. E. Haenchen 23 who have come to 
accept the view that the Prologue was a Christian hymn. Another 
student, W. Schmithals, has recently issued a repudiation of his master's 
theory in the sharpest terms: 

Der Logos-Begriff des Hymnus ist hellenistischen Ursprungs durfte dem 
christlichen Verfasser gleichfalls durch judische Vermittlung (vgl. Philo) 
zugekommen sein. 

Fur den Grundgedanken der zweite Strophe, die Menschenwerdung des 
Logos, gibt es keine ausserchristliche Vorlage; der Gedanke als solcher 
ist christliche Ursprungs. 

Direkte gnostische Einflusse verrat der hymnus nicht. .. , 
Die Vorstellung, der Hymnus sei vorchristlich gewesen, ist abenteuerlich. 

Bultmanns Vermutung, es handele sich urn ein ursprungliches Tauferlied, 
hat mit Recht keinen Anklang gefunden. 24 

B. The Mandaean Texts 

For Bultmann the Mandaean writings provided the clearest parallels 
for his thesis. The fact that these writings are preserved in very late 
manuscripts did not trouble Bultmann, who assumed the pre-Christian 
origin of the Mandaean sect. This same conviction has been shared 
by the leading Mandaean scholars, E. S. Drower, K. Rudolph, and 
R. Macuch, who cite the Johannine parallels as evidence for the early 
age of Mandaeanism.2 5 

Macuch has asserted, "The Gospel of John is so saturated with 
Mandaean elements that these can be unperceived only by one who is 
blind." 26 As Walter Bauer in his commentary on John pointed out 

22 E. Kasemann, Aujbau und Anliegen desjohanneischen Pro logs, in Libertas Christiana 
[F. Delekat Festschrift), Miinchen 1957, 86. 

23 E. Haenchen, Probleme des johanneischen 'Prologs', in ZTK 60, 1963, 306-307, 
333. Cf. also J. Hamerton-Kelly, Pre-Existence, Wisdom and the Son of Man, New York 
1973, 200. 

24 W. Schmithals, Der Prolog des Johannesevangeliums, in ZNW 70 1979, 34-35. 
Cf. Brown, 21; Barrett, John and Judaism, 35. 

25 On the most recent literature on the Mandaeans see R. Macuch, Mandiiische 
Bibliographie seit 1965, in Zur Sprache und Literatur der Mandiier, ed. R. Macuch, 
Berlin 1976, 245-50. 

26 R. Macuch, Gnostische Ethik und die Anfiinge der Mandiier, in Christentum am 
Roten Meer, ed. F. Altheim and R. Stiehl, Berlin 1973, II, 267. 
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long ago there are indeed striking parallels between the Prologue and 
Mandaean texts, e.g. : 

Die Welten kennen deine (sc. Manda d'Haije) Namen nicht, verstehen 
dein Licht nicht. ... Der Mann von erprobter Gerechtigkeit (Manda d'H.) 
spross empor und leuchtete in der Welt. Kraft des gewaltigen Lebens sprach 
er und offenbarte verborgene Mysterien. Ueber seine Freunde legte er Glanz, 
doch al1e Welten verfolgten ihn.27 

Other striking parallels from the Canonical Prayer Book include 
such passages as these: 

I am the Word of the First Life. Pre-existent am I to al1 'uthras, for 
the Life created me and blessed me, and gave me strength, benison and 
goodness. 28 

Hail to the First Life before Whom none existed, the Sublime from 
worlds of light, the Ineffable which is above al1 works; to the Ancient 
Radiance and the Great Primal Light, the Life which emanated from Life 
and the Truth that was of old, from the beginning. 29 

But what do these parallels mean? They can be significant in providing 
us insight into John's Vorlage only if Mandaeanism was a pre-Christian 
movement. Elsewhere I have tried to demonstrate that the objective 
evidences cannot establish the development of Mandaeanism prior 
tQ the second century A.D. 30 

The changing assessment of Professor Gilles Quispel toward the 
reconstruction offered by Macuch and Rudolph is most significant. 
In his earlier studies Quispel had looked with favor upon the studies 
of these scholars: 

Aber andererseits haben die Untersuchungen von Kurt Rudolph und 
R. Macuch wahrscheinlich gemacht, dass die Mandlier, eine noch heute 
bestehende gnostische Sekte in Irak, jiidisch-pallistinensischer Herkunft sind 
und schon in vorchristlicher Zeit bestanden haben. 31 

27 W. Bauer, Das Johannesevangelium, 3rd ed., Tiibingen 1933, 13; see also 8, 12, 16. 
28 E. S. Drower, tr., The Canonical Prayerbook of the Mandaeans, Leiden 1959, 261. 
29 Ibid., 33. 
30 E. Yamauchi, Gnostic Ethics and Mandaean Origins Cambridge, Mass. 1970. 

My arguments have been vigorously contested by R. Macuch (see note 26) and by 
K. Rudolph, in TLZ 97, 1972, 733-38. Other scholars have been more receptive. 
See the reviews by G. W. MacRae in TS 32, 1971, 729-30; by R. M. Grant in JBL 91, 
1972,281; and by J.B. Segal in BSOAS 36,1973,135. 

31 G. Quispel, Gnosis und Religionswissenschaft, reprinted in Gnostic Studies, Istanbul 
1975, II, 265. 
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Elsewhere Quispel wrote: 

Kurt Rudolph argued in his useful monograph on the Mandaeans that 
this sect was of Western Palestinian origin, and there is much to say in 
favor of his thesis. ... Even if Mandaeism turns out to be neither so old 
nor of Palestinian origin, obligatory reading of Mandaean writings could 
serve students of the NT as good preparation for the right understanding 
of the Fourth Gospe1. 32 

Rudolph, following the views of R. Reitzenstein and G. Widengren, 
had maintained that Mani (A.D. 216-275) had been raised among 
the Mandaeans. 33 Then in 1970 came the sensational publication of 
the Cologne Codex which confirmed an-Nadim's notice that Mani had 
been raised - not among the Mandaeans - but among the lewish
Christian Elchasaites. 34 

This discovery has now shattered Quispel's confidence in the recon
structions offered by Macuch and Rudolph: "All this is very edifying 
and impressive and could be believed, was also believed by me, until 
the Cologne Mani Codex was discovered." 3 5 He also writes: 

The discovery of the Cologne Mani Codex has destroyed this beautiful 
story .... With the benefit of hindsight, the theories of Rudolph and Macuch 
turn out to be rather ill founded .... If there is no evidence of pre-Christian 
Mandeanism, there is no trace of it in the first and second century of our 
era either.36 

In defending his own views, Rudolph concedes the significance of the 
Cologne Codex for Manichaeism but denies that it undermines his views 
of Gnosticism in general and of Mandaeanism in particular. 37 

32 G. Quispel, Gnosis and the New Sayings oj Jesus, in ErJb 38, 1969, reprinted in 
Gnostic Studies, II, 207-208. 

33 See Yamauchi, PCG, 79-80; G. Widengren, Mani and Manichaeism, New York 
1965, 26. 

Rudolph, Die Mandaer, I, 239; idem, Gnosis und Manichaismus nach den Koptischen 
Quellen, in Koptologische Studien in der Deutschen Demokratischen Republik, ed. Institut 
fUr Byzantinistik, Halle 1965-66, 156. 

34 A. Henrichs and L. Koenen, Eine alte griechische Mani Schrift, in ZPE 5, 1970, 
97-216; see also A. Henrichs, Mani and the Babylonian Baptists, in Harvard Studies 
in Classical Philology 77, 1973, 23-59. 

B G. Quispel, Jewish Gnosis and Mandaean Gnosticism, in Les textes de Nag 
Hammadi, ed. J.-E. Menard, Leiden 1975, 112; idem, Gnostic Studies, II, 228-30. 

36 G. Quispel, review of W. Foerster, Gnosis, in BiOr 32, 1975, 372; idem, Gnostic 
Studies, I, 230. 

37 K. Rudolph, Bemerkungen zu einer Rezension von G. QUispel, in VC 32, 1978, 143; 
idem, Quellenprobleme, 117; idem, Die Bedeutung des KaIner Mani-Codex for die Mani-
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In their attempts to identify the Mandaeans as the baptists among 
whom Mani was raised, both Widengren and Rudolph had sought 
to discover "ascetic" traits in the Mandaean texts. 38 Quispel points 
out that these were efforts to force the evidence into pre-conceived 
lines: 

Other scholars, who erroneously identified these baptists (Elkesaites) with 
the non-ascetic Mandaeans, made tremendous scholarly efforts to prove 
that the Mandaeans had indeed been ascetics at one time, although it is 
eminently clear that these words did not refer to any historical facts, but 
were simply an expression of tendentious Manichaean propaganda. 39 

In her recent dissertation Jorunn Jacobsen makes a similar obser
vation: 

Maintaining that there is an ascetic, old stage of the Mandaean religion, 
for instance, puts Rudolph in trouble, for he is bound to encounter religious 
facts, whether textual or moral/practical ones, that make such a distinction 
between old and new, dualist and monist, well-nigh impossible.40 

On the main subject of her study, Jacobsen writes: 

There is no evidence of an outspoken devalution of the female in 
Mandaean traditions, however. Rudolph constructs such a depreciation 
where it fits his objective. As conveyed above, the scholar is unable to 
understand Ruha as Hawwa's image, because he fails to recognize Ruha's 
ambiguous nature. 4 ! 

In a recent critique of methods used in the study of Gnosticism, 
H. A. Green has commented: 

This should pose serious problems for Kurt Rudolph who advocates 
incorporating philosophical and historical hermeneutics into "Religions
wissenschaft ". It is paradoxical for him to advocate an hermeneutic whose 
primary concern is 'interpretation' and on the other hand, conduct pheno
menological studies which affirm a suspension of judgment and practise 
both phenomenological and eidetic reduction.42 

chiiismusforschung, in Melanges d'histoire des religions ofJerts a Henri-Charles Puech, 
Paris 1974,471-86. 

38 See Yamauchi, Gnostic Ethics and Mandaean Origins, 35-36,45-47. 
39 Quispel, Gnostic Studies, II, 224. 
40 Jorunn Jacobsen, Spirit Ruha in Mandaean Religion, unpublished Ph. D. disserta

tion, University of Chicago, 1978, 116. 
41 Ibid., 117. For Rudolph's response to my own strictures, see his Quellenprobleme, 

118, n. 23. 
42 H.A. Green, Gnosis and Gnosticism, in Numen 24 1977, 106, n. 48. 
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In summary, in spite of Rudolph's massive erudition and valuable 
insights, his presuppositions lead him into forcing the Mandaean 
evidence into a Procrustean bed and vitiate any attempt to establish 
Mandaean traditions as the Vorlage of John's Prologue. 

C. Philo, Qumran and the Odes of Solomon 

W. Bousset and R. Bultmann believed that they could find evidence 
of pre-Christian Jewish Gnosticism in Philo. Most scholars would 
disagree,43 but there is no underestimating the importance of Philo 
for pre-Gnostic tendencies,44 and for the background of John, in 
particular the doctrine of the Logos.45 

Numerous studies have also highlighted the importance of the 
Qumran scrolls for the study of John.46 As W. F. Albright has noted: 

The prologue to St. John's Gospel shows striking differences from, and 
striking similarities to, Qumran doctrine. The sentence: "Without it was 
nothing made that was made", occurs almost word for word in the Manual 
of Discipline [I QS XLII], though the subject there is the knowledge of 
God, i.e. right living, right thinking, and knowledge of Scripture.47 

Leaney comments, "The language is accidentally like John 1,3, but 
there is no logos doctrine here, the statements being straightforward 
assertions of God's creative power. "48 

Among the most important parallels cited by Bultmann were those 
from the Syriac Odes of Solomon, which he regarded as Gnostic. The 

43 See Yamauchi, PCG, 147-48. 
44 B. Pearson, Friedlander Revisited, in Studia Philonica 2, 1973, 23-39; idem, Philo 

and the Gnostics, Berkeley 1977. 
45 A. W. Argyle, Philo and the Fourth Gospel, in ExTim 63, 1951, 385-86; R. MeL. 

Wilson, Philo and the Fourth Gospel, in ExpTim 65, 1953,47-49; C.H. Dodd, The 
Interpretation of the Fourth Gospel, Cambridge 1953, 54-73; D. A. Hagner, The Vision 
of God in Philo and John, in Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society 14, 1971, 
81-94. 

46 F. M. Braun, L'arriere-fond judai'que du quatrieme evangile et la Communaute 
de I'Alliance, in RB 62, 1955, 5-44; K. Stendahl, ed., The Scrolls and the New Testament, 
New York 1957; M. Black, ed., The Scrolls and Christianity, London 1969; 1. H. 
Charlesworth, A Criticial Comparison of the Dualism in lQS Il/,13-IV,26 and the 
'Dualism' Contained in the Fourth Gospel, in NTS 16, 1969, 389-418; W.S. LaSor, 
The Dead Sea Scrolls and the New Testament, Grand Rapids 1972, ch. 15; J. H. Charles
worth, ed., John and Qumran, London 1972. 

47 W. F. Albright, New Horizons in Biblical Research, London 1966,45. 
48 A. R.C. Leaney, The Rule of Qumran and Its Meaning, London 1966,256. 
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Odes date from early in the second century A.D. - not much later 
than the composition of the Gospel of John.49 In opposition to 
Rudolph, who has also assumed the Gnostic character of the Odes,50 
J. H. Charlesworth, the translator of a new edition of the Odes, has 
argued vigorously against the Gnostic character of the work. 51 

Charlesworth with R. A. Culpepper in a recent study identified 26 
close parallels with the Gospel of John, including the following with 
the Prologue (similar phrases are italicized) : 

PROLOGUE OF JOHN 

(I : I) "In the beginning was the Word ... 

(I: 1-3) "In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God. The same 
was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made through him; and 
without him was not anything made 
that hath been made. 

(I : 5) "And the ligh t shined in the 
darkness: and the darkness apprehended 
it not. [= has not overcome it.] 
(I: 10-12,14,16) "He was in the world, 
and the world was made through him, 
and the world knew him not. He came 
unto his own, and they that were his own 
received him not. But as many as received 
him ... And the Word became flesh, 
and dwelt among us For of his fulness 
we all received and grace for grace. 

49 See Yamauchi, PCG, 92. 

THE ODES OF SOLOMON 

(32:2) "And the Word of truth who 
is self-originate. 

(16: 18f.) "And there is nothing outside 
of the Lord, / Because He was before 
anything came to be. // And the worlds 
are by His Word, / And by the thought 
of His heart. 

(18: 6) "Let not light be conquered by 
darkness, / Nor let truth flee from 
falsehood./ / 
(7:4,7,10,12) "He became like me that 
I might receive Him. / In form He was 
considered like me, ... the Word of 
Knowledge. / ... He was gracious to me 
in His abundant grace, / ... He has 
allowed Him to appear to them that 
are His own; / In order that they might 
recognize Him that made them, / And 
not suppose that they came of them
selves./ / 

50 K. Rudolph, War der Verfasser der Oden Salomos ein 'Qumran-Christ'? in RQ 
4, 1964, 523-55. 

51 J. H. Charlesworth, The Odes of Solomon - Not Gnostic, in CBQ 31, 1969, 
357-69; idem, Qumran, John and the Odes of Solomon, in Charlesworth, John and 
Qumran, 107-36; idem, The Odes of Solomon, Oxford 1973. Other scholars who agree 
that the Odes should not be considered Gnostic include: H. Chadwick, "Some Reflec
tions on the Character and Theology of the Odes of Solomon," Kyriakon (J. Quasten 
Festschrift), ed P. Granfield and J. Jungmann Munster, 1970, 270; I. Gruenwald, 
Knowledge and Vision, in Israel Oriental Studies 3, 1973, 65. 
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In spite of these striking similarities, Charlesworth and Culpepper 
do not believe that there was any direct borrowing either by the Odes 
from John, or by John from the Odes. They conclude that both reflect 
a common milieu. 52 

D. The Nag Hammadi Texts 

The latest body of texts which has been enlisted to elucidate John is 
the "Nag Hammadi Library," fully translated into English in 1977 
thanks to J. M. Robinson and his team of translators. 53 Heightened 
interest in these texts is bound to be sustained by the translation of 
W. Bauer's provocative monograph 54 and by the publication of popular 
presentations by John Dart 55 and by Elaine Pagels. 56 

In 1956 J. Jervell had written: "Was auch immer die Nag-Hammadi
Texte ans Licht bringen werden, so bleibt es doch weiterhin allgemein 
anerkannt, dass eine pagane, vorchristliche Gnosis kein Gespenst ist." 57 

The most significant attempt to show that Bultmann's hypothesis is 
not a specter but has substance is the claim made by Robinson that 
some of the non-Christian or barely Christianized texts from Nag
Hammadi may provide evidence for pre-Christian Gnosticism. In 
particular, Robinson has hailed The Apocalypse of Adam (NHC V,5) 
and The Paraphrase of Shem (NHC VII, 1) as examples of such docu
ments. I have attempted to refute such interpretations. 58 

52 J. H. Charlesworth and R. A. Culpepper, The Odes of Solomon and the Gospel 
of John, in CBQ 35, 1973, 303, 306ff. One should not, however, underestimate the 
differences. Charlesworth and Culpepper, 310, note: "Nowhere, however, does the 
Odist explicitly state that the Word became flesh." 

53 J. M. Robinson, ed., The Nag Hammadi Library in English (hereafter NHL), 
New York 1977. 

54 W. Bauer, Orthodoxy and Heresy in Earliest Christianity, tr. R. Kraft and 
G. Krodel, Philadelphia 1971. For critiques of Bauer's thesis that heresy preceded 
orthodoxy, see F. W. Norris, Ignatius, Polycarp, and 1 Clement,' Walter Bauer Recon
sidered, in VC 30, 1976, 23-44; cf. J. F. McCue, Orthodoxy and Heresy,' Walter Bauer 
and the Valentinians, in VC 33, 1979, 118-30. 

55 J. Dart, The Laughing Savior, New York 1976. 
56 E. Pagels, The Gnostic Gospels, New York 1979. 
57 J. Jervell, Er Kam in sein Eigentum (zu Joh 1.11), in ST 1956,26. 
58 Yamauchi, PCG, 101-16; idem, Some Alleged Evidences for Pre-Christian Gnosti

cism, in New Dimensions in New Testament Studies, ed. R. Longenecker and M. Tenney, 
Grand Rapids 1975, 46-70; idem, Pre-Christian Gnosticism in the Nag Hammadi Texts? 
in CH 48, 1979, 129-41. 
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In my earlier expositions I had interpreted Frederik Wisse as holding 
that The Paraphrase of Shem could be viewed as evidence for Pre
Christian Gnosticism. Wisse, who translated the document for The Nag 
Hammadi Library in English writes: "The tractate proclaims a redeemer 
whose features agree with those features of New Testament Christology 
which may very well be pre-Christian in origin." 59 Elsewhere he wrote 
that the ParaShem contains only "slim and controversial parallels 
with Christianity." 60 Alan Segal also seems to have understood Wisse's 
position in the same manner: "Fred Wisse seems to find that the 
notion of a pre-Christian savior myth is confirmed in this material, 
even though the document is not pre-Christian." 61 

However, in a recent personal note, Professor Wisse informs me that 
I have misread him: "I still think it is basically non-Christian though 
most probably not pre-Christian." 62 I am happy to acknowledge this 
correction in print. Increasing doubts are also being expressed by 
scholars about the view that The Apocalypse of Adam can be regarded 
as a pre-Christian document. 63 

For an elucidation of the Prologue one would wish to examine the 
occurrences of the word Logos in the Nag Hammadi texts. In checking 
the Index of Proper Names in the NHL, one must note that some 
of the translators transliterated the Greek loanword as Logos, while 
others rendered it as the Word. 

Of the 60 occurrences of Logos listed, 47 occur in The Tripartite 
Tractate (NHC 1,5). Though it has some Valentinian affinities, this 
treatise is unique in substituting for the myth of Sophia the myth of 
the Logos. The Logos, whose intent was good (76,3), begot himself 
as a perfect unity but also begot "in shadows, models and likenesses." 
This therefore led to "an extremely painful division and a turning 

59 F. Wisse in Robinson, NHL, p. 308. 
60 F. Wisse, The Redeemer Figure in the Paraphrase of Shem, in NT 12, 1970, 137. 
61 A. F. Segal, Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports about Christianity 

and Gnosticism, Leiden 1978, 254, n. 24. 
62 In a personal letter, Jan. 25, 1980, Professor Wisse adds, "I agree with you 

on the Apocalypse of Adam." 
63 In addition to the references cited in the articles listed in note 58, see A. F. J. 

Klijn, Seth in Jewish, Christian and Gnostic Literature, Leiden 1977, 90. In a paper pre
sented to the patristics conference at Oxford in 1979, Glen Shellrude discussed the 
difficulties of maintaining that the Apocalypse of Adam is a pre-Christian Gnostic work. 
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away because of his self-doubt and division, forgetfulness and ignorance 
of himself and of that which is (77,21-26)." Eventually the defective 
Logos was illumined (90,14). 

In The Gospel of the Egyptians (NHC III,2) we read: "Then the 
great Logos, the divine Autogenes, and the incorruptible man Adamas 
mingled with each other. A Logos of man came into being. However, 
the man came into being through a word (49,16-19)." B6hlig and 
Wisse comment that in this document the Logos plays a much greater 
role than Christ especially in the light of comparable passages in 
The Apocryphon of John. 64 

Before the publication of the Nag Hammadi treatises, C. H. Dodd 
on the basis of patristic references had drawn the following conclusion: 

But the Logos seldom appears in any specially significant role. In the 
systems of Basilides and Valentinus Logos is one of a number of aeons, 
but is neither creator nor revealer, and the Valentinians explain that Jesus 
the Saviour is called Logos 1tU'tPWVUlltKW<; because He is sprung from the 
aeons, among whom is Logos, and that in His incarnation He became 
an oupavto<; AOyO<; through the descent of Holy Spirit. All this is best 
explained if we suppose that the general tradition to which the Gnostic 
systems point back did not work with the Logos idea, and that it is 
introduced into these systems because of the place it already had in 
Christian thought. 65 

Only a comprehensiye study of all the occurrences of Logos/Word 
in the Nag Hammadi texts can demonstrate how many of these passages 
manifest a derivative or independent use of the term. Certainly some 
of the occurrences as in the Authoritative Teaching (NHC VI,3), "she 
(the soul) looks at them in the invisible word (22,22)" owe "nothing 
to Christian speculation on the lohannine title," as MacRae has 
observed. 66 

E. The Trimorphic Protennoia 

It is above all The Trimorphic Protennoia (NHC XIII,l), in which 
the Logos/Word appears in six passages, that has attracted interest. 

64 A. Bohlig and F. Wisse, The Gospel of the Egyptians, Leiden 1975,32-33. 
65 Dodd, 109. 
66 G. W. MacRae, A Nag Hammadi Tractate on the Soul, in Ex orbe religionum 

(G. Widengren Festschrift), ed. C.J. Bleeker et al., Leiden 1972, I, 476-77. 
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At the Society of Biblical Literature convention in New Orleans in 
1978 J. M. Robinson called attention to the view of the Berliner 
Arbeitskreis fUr koptisch-gnostische Schriften regarding this document 
and especially to the work of Gesine Schenke. 67 The East Berlin 
group, which also includes the West Berlin scholar Carsten Colpe, 
has hailed The Trimorphic Protennoia (TP) for its "stupendous" parallels 
to the Prologue of John. 

According to Robinson's presentation: 

It is conceded that there are Christian ingredients in the TP, but they 
are classified by these German scholars as the result of the secondary 
Christianizing of an originally Jewish Gnostic tractate. Thus the Trimorphic 
Protennoia would not itself be the long-sought "source" of the Johan
nine prologue, but would through its own pre-Christian Jewish background 
provide the best available access to the background of the Johannine 
prologue. 68 

In the case of the "Sachparallele" the Berlin group suggests that 
"das Licht mehr von der Protennoia auf den Johannes-Prolog rallt 
als umgekehrt." 69 They hail the work as "eine gHinzende BesHitigung '" 
als Vorlage des Johannes-Prologs erschlossene Logos-Lied."70 As to 
how they determine this, these scholars argue: 

In dieser Perspektive hat man den Eindruck, als ob die betreffenden 
Aussagen der Protennoia in ihrem natiirlichen Kontext stehen, wahrend 
ihre Parallelen im Johannes-Prolog, so wie er uns eben im vierten Evangelium 
vorliegt, kiinstIich einem ihnen eigentlich fremden Zweck dienstbar gemacht 
erscheinen. 71 

It is clear that these scholars are working with a "Wirkungsfeld der 
Johannes-Interpretation R. Bultmanns." 72 Other scholars who do not 

67 G. Schenke, Die dreigestaltige Protennoia (NHC XIII), Theol. Dissertation, 
A. Rostock 1977, which I have not seen. 

68 J. M. Robinson, The Prologue of the Gospel of John and the Trimorphic Proten
noia, in Society of Biblical Literature, 1978, Abstracts, ed. P. Achtemeier, Missoula 
1978,29. 

69 Berliner Arbeitskreis fUr koptisch-gnostische Schriften, Die dreigestaltige Proten-
noia, in TLZ 99, 1974, 733. 

70 Ibid. 
71 Ibid., 734. 
72 Ibid., 733. On Bu1tmann's presuppositions, see R. Kysar, R. Bultmann's Inter

pretation of the Concept of Creation in Jo 1,3-4, in CBQ 32, 1970, 77-85. 
73 Y. Janssens, "Le Codex XIII de Nag Hammadi", in Museon, 87, 1974, 341-413. 

I have not seen the improved translation which MlIe. Janssens published in 1978. 
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share such presuppositions will have different perceptions of these 
parallels. 

We now have three translations of the text: 1) an English translation 
by John D. Turner in NHL, pp. 461-70, 2) a French translation by 
y. Janssens,73 and 3) the German translation by the Berliner Arbeits
kreis. 74 The Berlin scholars single out 47,14-32 and 49,8-20 [49,11-23 
in the English version] as the most striking parallels. 75 Janssens has 
drawn up a detailed list of parallels, including the following passages: 

PROLOGUE OF JOHN 

(1: I) "In the beginning was the Word" 
(I : 3) "all things were made through 
him" 

(1 :4) "In him was life" 
(1 :4,5,9,10) "In him was life, and the 
life was the light of men. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the dark
ness has not overcome it. ... The true 
light that enlightens every man was 
coming into the world. He was in the 
world, and the world was made through 
him, yet the world knew him not." 

(1: II) "He came to his own home and 
his own people received him not" 
(1 : 14) "And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt (ecrKi]vO)(Jf:V) among us". 

TRIMORPHIC PROTENNOIA 

(46,5 & 14; 47,15) "Je suis Ie Logos" 
(35,3) "Ie Tout se tient debout par moi" ; 
(36,7f.) "C'est moi qui ai produit Ie 
Tout" 76 

(35,12) "Je suis la Vie" 
(38,13; 47,29-30) "Je suis la Lumiere". 
(37,4ff.) "Ie Logos ... se manifesta a 
ceux qui sont dans les tenebres" 
(46,30ff.) "une Parole ... a He envoyee 
pour ilIuminer ceux qui sont dans les 
tenebres" 
(47,31) "Je suis venue dans Ie monde" 
(47,19f.) "lis n'ont pas connu celui qui 
me donne puissance" 
(47,24) "personne d'entre eux ne m'a 
connue" 
(50,13) "ils ne m'ont pas connue" 

(40,31 & 36) "ceux qui sont a moi" 
(41,17) "Ies miens" 
(47,14f.) "Je me suis manifeste a eux 
dans leurs tentes (CKHNH)". 

74 TLZ 99, 1974, 731-46. For numerous parallels between the Trimorphic Proten
noia and Mandaic texts see K. Rudolph, Coptica-Mandaica: Zu einigen Uberein
stimmungen zwischen koptisch-gnostischen und mandiiischen Texten, in Essays on the 
Nag Hammadi Texts in Honour oj Pahor Labib, ed. M. Krause, Leiden 1975, I 94ff. 

75 Berliner Arbeitskreis fiir koptisch-gnostische Schriften, Die Bedeutung der Texte 
von Nag Hammadi for die moderne Gnosisjorschung," in Troger, Gnosis und Neues 
Testament, 75-76. 

76 The German translation of this line, TLZ 99, 1974, 735, has: "Ich bin es, der 
aufgegangen ist dem All," which is fairly close to Mlle. Janssens' translation. On the 
other hand, the English translation in NHL, 462, is not parallel to John I: 3: "I am 
the one who gradually dawns on the All." This results from a different rendering 
of the Coptic verb. 
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Janssens terms the last parallel "Ie plus frappant." 7 7 J. Helderman 
has focused on the word CKENE "tents" to demonstrate that this is 
clear evidence of the Protennoia's dependence upon the Prologue and not 
vice versa. Pointing out that the word is used only here in the Nag 
Hammadi texts, he concludes that the author made a conscious choice 
of this particular Greek loanword rather than the more common 
OIKOC or a corresponding Coptic word. 78 

In the light of all the other parallels to the Prologue, the conclusion 
is difficult to avoid that the word CKENE reflects the eskenosen 
"tabernacled" of John I: 14. As many scholars have noted the latter 
Greek word seems to echo the Hebrew shekinah "glory" (cf. Exodus 
25: 8).79 As the use of the word CKEN E in the TP indicates but a 
manifestation to the elect rather than a true incarnation, Helderman 
concludes that this is an indication that the TP has taken John I: 14 
and transformed it in a purely docetic direction. 80 

Whereas apart from the final reference - "I put on Jesus. I bore 
him from the cursed wood (50,12-14)" - the Berlin scholars detect 
only a "hauchdiinne Firnis"81 in the document, Helderman,82 
Janssens,83 and R. McL. Wilson are able to detect numerous New 
Testament allusions not only to John but to the other Gospels and 
Pauline texts. Wilson concludes: 

In the light of all this it may be suggested that the Christian element in 
the text as it now stands is rather stronger than the Berlin group have 
recognised. This would in turn tend to weaken any theory of influence 
on the Fourth Gospel.B4 

I would also underline that the key passage in question (47,14-28) 

77 Y. Janssens, Une source gnostique du Prologue? in de Jonge, L 'Evangile de Jean, 
356. 

78 J. Helderman, 'In ihren Zelten ... ' Bemerkungen bei Codex XIII Nag Hammadi 
p. 47: 14-18, im Hinblick auf Joh i 14, in Miscellanea Neotestamentica, ed. T. Baarda, 
A.F.J. Klijn, and w.e. van Unnik, Leiden 1978, 1,189, 195ff., 206f. 

79 Brown, 33; Dodd, 271; J. e. Maegher, John 1,14 and the New Temple, in JBL 
88, 1969, 57ff. 

80 Helderman, 206-207. 
81 Berliner Arbeitskreis in Troger, Gnosis und Neues Testament, 75. 
82 Helderman, 207-11. 
83 Janssens, Une source gnostique, 356-58. 
84 R. MeL. Wilson, The Trimorphic Protennoia, in Gnosis and Gnosticism, ed. 

M. Krause, Leiden 1977, 54. 
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concerning the manifestation as the Logos/Word and also the related 
passage (49,11-23) which the Berlin group singles out relate to but 
one of three manifestations of the Protennoia, who first appears as 
the Thought (35,1) and then as the Voice (42,4). The Voice exists as 
the Father, the Mother, and the Son (37,22). Such triple manifestations 
are a common feature of developed Gnosticism. 8s 

In order to maintain the priority of the traditions in the Protennoia 
with Robinson and the Berlin scholars, one would have to make 
several assumptions: 

1) The PT is a barely Christianized work. 
2) It preserves a Logos myth of a "Jewish Gnosticism." 
3) This Jewish Gnostic myth antedates Christianity. 
4) The evangelist took but one strand of the myth and historicized 

it in an anti-docetic fashion by setting forth the incarnation of the 
Logos in Jesus (John I: 14). 

To subscribe to such a web of suppositions requires a great measure 
of creative imagination. It is far simpler to suppose that a later 
Gnostic writer transformed New Testament passages, in particular 
the Prologue of John, in a docetic direction such as we see reflected 
- not in some hypothetical document - but in the actual Gnostic 
exegesis of John 1: 1_14.86 

F. Jewish Wisdom Tradition 

Instead of such late and remote materials as the Trimorphic Protennoia, 
whose presumptive kernel has to be exposed and then retrojected 

85 Janssens, Codex Xl/I de Nag Hammadi, 343-46. 
86 See Pollard (note 8); M. Wiles, The Spiritual Gospel: The Interpretation of the 

Fourth Gospel in the Early Church, Cambridge 1960, 96-111; E. H. Pagels, The Johan
nine Gospel in Gnostic Exegesis, Nashville 1973, 35, 43, passim. 

On the unsatisfactory methodology often employing late parallels which are extra
polated backward, Schnackenburg cites his colleague, Karlheinz Muller: "Ohne einen 
exakten Nachweis der geschichtlichen Vermittlung fremdartiger Einwirkung auf die 
neutestamentliche Tradition ist es nicht miiglich, uber die Behauptung von blossen 
Analogien hinaus begriindet von Abhangigkeit oder Obertragung und Obernahme zu 
sprechen." Schnackenburg in de Jonge, CEvangile de Jean, 37. Cf. R. Kysar, The 
Background of the Prologue of the Fourth Gospel: A Critique of Historical Methods, in 
CJT 16, 1970,250-55. 
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back in time, we have early Jewish texts close at hand which can surely 
provide a more satisfactory background for the Prologue. 87 

To be sure Bauer, Bultmann and others have denied that ~he Prologue 
can be adequately explained by the Old Testament. Dodd, though 
noting many OT parallels, agreed that these could not fully explain the 
passage. 88 

As Dodd pointed out some of the closest parallels to the Prologue 
come from the pre-Christian Jewish Wisdom traditions: 

It is difficult to resist the conclusion that, while the Logos of the 
Prologue has many of the traits of the Word of God in the Old Testament, 
it is on the other side a concept closely similar to that of Wisdom, that 
is to say, the hypostasized thought of God projected in creation, and 
remaining as an immanent power within the world and in man. 89 

Though Bultmann recognized such parallels, he discounted them 
because he insisted that the "Wisdom myth" was but a variation of 
the antecedent pre-Christian Gnostic Revealer myth. 90 Today most 
scholars would agree with Dodd against Bultmann's assessment. 91 

After examining the Old Testament background of John's Gospel, 
Reim concludes: 

Man wird soviel sagen konnen, dass der Prolog in einem christIichen 
Kreise entstanden ist, in dem ein sehr starker Einfluss der Weisheits
traditionen vorhanden war und in dem diese Tradition von Christus her 
gedeutet und weiterentwickelt wurden, nachdem man ihm begegnet war. 92 

87 Cf. Brown, LVI: "In summation, one cannot claim that the dependence of 
John on a postulated early Oriental Gnosticism has been disproved, but the hypothesis 
remains very tenuous and in many ways unnecessary. We hope to show below that 
Old Testament speculation about personified Wisdom and the vocabulary and thought 
patterns of sectarian Judaism, like the Qumran community go a long way toward 
filling in the background of Johannine theological vocabulary and expression. Since 
these proposed sources of influences are known to have existed, and the existence of 
Bultmann's proto-Mandean Gnostic source remains dubious, we have every reason to 
give them preference." 

88 Dodd, 268-72. 
89 Ibid., 275. 
90 Bultmann, The Gospel of John, 22-23. 
91 Hammerton-Kelly, 206; Ridderbos, 188; E. Fascher, Christologie und Gnosis im 

vierten Evangellum, in TLZ 93, 1968, 721-30. 
92 G. Reim, Studien zum alttestamentlicher Hintergrund des Johannesevangeliums, 

New York 1974,202-203. 
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Es zeigt sich einfach, dass sich das Schema einer gnostischen Grundlage 
fUr die Quelle des johanneischen Logosliedes nicht durchhalten liisst. 93 

In regard to the Gospel of John, Kysar concludes his survey of the 
various analyses of the Fourth Evangelist as follows: 

It is my conviction that current scholarship portends the demise of the 
gnostic hypothesis as a viable background of the gospel. Further, this 
advance may allow us to understand better the contributions of Judaism 
to the emergence of Christian gnosticism. 94 

III. JEWISH GNOSTICISM 

As Gilles Quispel noted at a very early stage there are many striking 
Jewish elements to be found in the Nag Hammadi texts. 95 While 
these are undeniable, the further conclusion which is being drawn 
by some scholars such as J. M. Robinson and B. Pearson that such 
evidence points to a pre-Christian Gnosticism does not necessarily 
follow. 96 

A. The Old Testament 

The perverse use of materials from the OT, had, of course, been 
known from the church fathers.97 But the Nag Hammadi materials 
have both confirmed and expanded our knowledge of the OT materials 
used by the Gnostics. 

The mere citation ofOT texts, however, does not thereby demonstrate 
a Jewish origin. Wilson warns: 

93 Ibid., 277. 
94 Kysar, The Fourth Evangelist, 271. At the Journees Bibliques de Louvain on 

the Gospel of John, held at Louvain in 1975, "The possibility of a gnostic background 
did not receive much attention during the colloquium," according to M. de Jonge, 
L'Evangile de Jean, 14. 

95 G. Quispel, Qumran, John and Jewish Christianity, in Charlesworth, John and 
Qumran, 151. 

96 Gruenwald, Knowledge and Vision, 88, concludes: "It seems, therefore, quite safe 
to say that the existence of an articulate pre- and/or proto-kind of Jewish gnosticism 
is a matter of mere speCUlation." At the SBL meeting at New York in Nov., 1979, 
F. Wi sse read a paper, Do the Jewish Elements in Gnostic Writings Prove the Existence 
of a Jewish Gnosticism? which cautioned against facile conclusions. 

97 Cf. R. M. Grant, Gnosis Revisited, CH 23, 1954, 136-45. 
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... the occasional occurrence in the list of references to the LXX version 
must give warning against the facile assumption that Old Testament quotations 
are proof of Jewish origin, for the LXX was also a Christian book, and 
in time indeed a Christian rather than a Jewish book. No proof of a 
pre-Christian Jewish Gnosticism - or Gnosis - is to be found on this 
basis alone. 98 

Also to the point is the observation of Walter Beltz that every 
passage of the OT found in the Nag Hammadi texts is also cited or 
alluded to in the New Testament. 99 

It is striking that for the most part the Gnostics' knowledge or at 
least use of the OT is limited. As Wilson observes, "It may be of some 
significance that they show no particular interest in the historical 
books." 1 00 Then, too, with the outstanding exception of The Exegesis 
on the Soul (NHC 11,6),101 almost all of the OT materials in the 
Nag Hammadi texts are either perversions or allusions and not direct 
citations. 102 

B. Jewish Haggadic Traditions 

On the other hand, it should be noted that the use of the Genesis 
materials in The Hypostasis of the Archons (NHC 11,4), for example, 
betrays a knowledge of Aramaic and of Jewish haggadic traditions 

98 R. McL. Wilson, The Gnostics and the Old Testament, in Proceedings of the 
International Colloquium on Gnosticism, Stockholm 1977), p. 168. 

99 W. Beltz, Gnosis und Altes Testament-Uberlegungen zur Frage nach dem judischen 
Ursprung der Gnosis, in ZRGG 28, 1976, 356-57; O. Betz, Das Problem der Gnosis 
seit der Entdeckung der Texte von Nag Hammadi, in Verkundigung und Forschung, 
Evangelische Theologie Beiheft 21, 1976, 60. Cf. M. Krause, Aussagen uber das Alte 
Testament in Z.t. bisher unveroffentlichten Gnostischen Texten aus Nag Hammadi, in 
Bleeker, Ex orbe religionum, I, 449-56; P. Nagel, Die Septuaginta-Zitate in der koptisch
gnostischen 'Exegese uber die Seele' (Nag Hammadi Codex II), in Archiv for Papyrus
forschung 22/23, 1974,249-69. 

100 Wilson, The Gnostics and the Old Testament, 167. cr. O. Wintermute, A Study 
of Gnostic Exegesis of the Old Testament, in The Use of the Old Testament in the New 
and Other Essays (W. F. Stinespring Festschrift), ed. J. M. Efird, Durham 1972,241-70. 

101 R. McL. Wilson, Old Testament Exegesis in the Gnostic Exegesis on the Soul, 
in Krause, Essays ... in Honor of Pahor Labib, 217-24; Berliner Arbeitskreis fUr 
koptisch-gnostische Schriften, Die Exegese uber die See/e, in TLZ 101, 1976,93-104. 

102 R. Kasser, Citations des grand prophetes bibliques dans les textes gnostiques 
coptes, in Krause, Essays ... in Honor of Pahor Labib, 57. On the alleged Old Testament 
materials in the Mandaic texts, see Yamauchi, Gnostic Ethics, 53-54. 
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found in the later Midrashim.l03 We read of the well-known Jewish 
haggadic figure of Norea, I 04 who is also known from Mandaic texts 
as Nuraita. 1 05 

B. Pearson has made a study of the Jewish traditions found in 
Melchizedek (NHC IX,l), from which he concludes: "Overall, it 
appears to me that the figure of Melchizedek in NHC IX, I is derived 
directly from Jewish traditions, without the mediation of Christianity. " 106 
Melchizedek was the glorious yet enigmatic figure to whom Jesus is 
compared in Hebrews 7. 107 The discovery of a Qumran document 
featuring Melchizedek has helped us to understand better pre-Christian 
traditions of Melchizedek,108 though the Hebrews tradition seems 
closer to Philo than to Qumran. 109 

Though it is thus indubitable that some Melchizedek traditions 
are pre-Christian, it is still dubious that Pearson's analysis can sustain 
a pre-Christian Jewish Gnosticism inasmuch as the Melchizedek is 
quite clearly a Christian Gnostic text, which is most remarkable for 
its anti-docetic polemic. As W. Beltz contends, though the treatise 
is quite fragmentary, it does permit the conclusion "that here also 
the tertium comparationis of the Gnostic author is the analogy Melchise
dek-Jesus." 110 

103 Cf. R. Bullard, Tht' Hypostasis 0/ the Archons, Berlin 1970, 58; C. Colpe, 
Heidnische, judische und christliche Oberlie{erung in den Schriften aus Nag Hammadi 
IV, in lAC 18, 1975, 152-53. 

104 B. Layton, The Hypostasis 0/ the Archons, or The Reality 0/ the Rulers, in HTR 
67, 1974,368-69,388-89. 

105 E. S. Drower and R. Macuch, A Mandaic Dictionary, Oxford 1963, 291, and 
294 under nhuraita, nuraita. 

106 B. A. Pearson, The Figure 0/ Melchizedek in the First Tractate ... Cod. IX, 
in Proceedings 0/ the XIIth International Association /01' the History 0/ Religions, ed. 
C. J. Bleeker et al., Leiden 1975, 207. 

107 I. Hunt, Recent Melkizedek Study, in The Bible in Current Catholic Thought, 
ed. J.L. McKenzie, New York 1962,21-33; B. Demarest, A History 0/ Interpretation 
0/ Hebrews 7, 1-10, Tiibingen 1976; F. L. Horton, The Melchizedek Tradition, Cambridge 
1976. 

108 Y. Yadin, The Dead Sea Scrolls and the Epistle to the Hebrews, in Scripta 
Hierosolymitana 4, 1965,36-55; M. de Jonge and A. S. van der Woude, llQ Melchizedek 
and the New Testament, in NTS 12, 1965/1966,301-26. 

109 J. W. Thompson, The Conceptual Background and Purpose 0/ the Midrash in 
Hebrews VII, in NT 19, 1977, 209-23. 

110 BeItz, Gnosis und Alles Testament, 356. 
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C. Merkavah Mysticism 

J. M. Robinson has claimed, "The Nag Hammadi Codices open up 
the prehistory of Gershom Scholem's book, Jewish Gnosticism, Mer
kabah Mysticism and Talmudic Tradition." III Though some of Scho
lem's materials may go back to the pupils of Johanan ben Zakkai, who 
flourished at the end of the 1st cent. C.E., most of his references 
come from the 2nd cent. and much later, as Gruenwald notes: 

Some of the literary remains of the merkava Mysticism may well go back 
to the second century C.E., yet the material as it lies before us today 
reveals clear traces of the work of later editors, who not only added new 
material to the old but also interfered with the old texts before them. 112 

There is moreover a serious objection to the designation of the 
Jewish sages involved in Merkabah mysticism as Gnostics. Scholars 
such as H. Jonas, D. Flusser, and H. J. W. Drijvers have objected 
that the Jewish mysticism cited by Scholem is hardly Gnostic in the 
usual sense of the word. 113 As Gruenwald also points out: 

One may add to this that the anti-cosmic tones in so many of the 
texts of gnosticism are totally absent in the Hekhalot literature ... In short, 
there are no dualistic traces in Jewish merkava mysticism. 114 

Similar objections may be leveled against Jean Danielou's use of 
the phrase Jewish Gnosticism for the pre-Christian period as he is 
referring to somewhat unorthodox but not dualistic manifestations 
of Judaism. lls 

D. Jewish Wisdom Traditions 

C. Talbert has suggested that there are Jewish antecedents which 
better explain the Christian "redeemer myth" than any alleged pre
Christian Gnostic myth. He notes that Judaism knew of the descent 
of pre-existent Wisdom (Sirach 24; 1 Enoch 42: 1_2).116 

111 J. M. Robinson, The Nag Hammadi Codices, Claremont 1974,7. 
112 Gruenwald, Knowledge and Vision, 90. 
113 Yamauchi, PCG, 150-51. 
114 Gruenwald, Knowledge and Vision, 91. 
115 Yamauchi, PCG, 144-46. 
116 C. H. Talbert, The Myth of a Descending-Ascending Redeemer in Mediterranean 

Antiquity, in NTS 22, 1976,419. 
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The thesis of a Jewish origin for the Fall of Sophia has been most 
persuasively advanced by G. W. MacRae. After noting Jewish traditions 
which connected Wisdom with creation, MacRae suggests that the 
basis of the Fall of Sophia may go back to the Jewish traditions 
of the fall of celestial beings (Genesis 6) and above all the fall of Eve 
(Genesis 3).117 

O. Betz objects to such a derivation because the Wisdom of hell en is tic 
Judaism was a positive concept, whereas the Sophia of Gnosticism 
was at least in part a negative being.118 MacRae, who acknowledges 
the difficulty, is none the less convinced that the myth of the fall was 
connected to a revolt within Judaism. 119 But he does not claim to have 
resolved the problem of how Jewish materials came to be used in 
anti-Jewish fashion: "But once more it must be stressed that this 
explanation is meant to account only for the materials out of which 
the myth was made, not for the basic anticosmic attitude that inspired 
the making of it." 120 

E. Jewish Apocaiypticism 

What of Gnostic affinities with Jewish apocalyptic movements? 121 

In 1959 R. M. Grant offered the intriguing thesis of the failure of 
the apocalyptic hopes at the destruction of the temple in C. E. 70 
as the catalyst which may have led to the anti-cosmic dualism of 
the Gnostics. 122 

Grant's thesis was sharply criticized as there is strong evidence 
of continued apocalyptic hopes leading to disturbances under Trajan 

117 G. W. MacRae, The Jewish Background of the Gnostic Sophia Myth, in NT 
12, 1970, 98, 100. 

118 O. Betz, Was am Anfang geschah: Das jiidische Erbe in den neugefundenen 
koptischen-gnostischen Schriften, in Abraham unser Vater, ed. O. Betz, Leiden 1963, 40. 

119 MacRae, The Jewish Background, 97. 
120 Ibid., 101. A. Wire in Pearson, Philo and the Gnostics, suggests: "The origin 

of Gnostic exegesis among Gentile Godfearers and proselytes may be suggested by 
the lines in Apoc. Adam 65,15ff. in which Gnostics look back mythologically to a past 
time when 'we received instruction concerning dead things as men ... ' Josephus does 
speak of proselytes who, 'lacking the necessary endurance, have again seceded' (Ap. 
11,123)." 

121 K. Schubert, Jildischer Hellenismus und jildische Gnosis, in Wort und Wahrheit 
18, 1963,455-57. 

122 R.M. Grant, Gnosticism and Early Christianity, New York 1959. 
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and finally to the Bar Kochba War under Hadrian (C.E. 132-135).123 
The Jews had once before experienced the destruction of their temple 
by Nebuchadnezzar and were able to see God's hand in judgment 
in the destruction by Titus. 124 Rabbi Akiva was even able to rejoice 
at the ruin of the temple as a harbinger of the messianic age. l2S 

At the Society of Biblical Literature conference in Chicago in 
November, 1973, Professor Grant abandoned his own thesis. None 
the less his theory may still deserve consideration with some necessary 
modification. B. Pearson comments, "His view that the fall of Jerusalem 
was the decisive historical event out of which Gnosticism arose is 
surely wrong, but otherwise his theory has its merits".126 Following 
Grant's lead, Pearson has argued: "There is a strong case to be made 
for the view that ancient Gnosticism developed, in large part, from 
a disappointed messianism, or rather as a transmuted messianism." 127 

Pearson believes that Gnosticism arose out of Judaism in the pre
Christian period or at any rate by the early 1st cent. C. E. But where 
do we have such disappointed messianism at this early date? True, 
we have a number of messianic pretenders such as Judas, Theudas, 
and the Egyptian, but none of any consequence. 

The answer to the historical question of when the Jews experienced 
such a major disappointed messianism is surely obvious - the Bar 
Kochba Revolt! After the failure of Bar Kochba, as A. H. Silver 
points out, there was a marked change in messianic expectations. 
Rabbis no longer taught an imminent expectation of the messiah. 128 

F. Apostate Rabbis? 

After the Bar Kochba Revolt we have the celebrated case of the 
apostate rabbi, Elisha ben Abuyah, nicknamed Al).er ("The Other"). 
Though there are various traditions, the most probable reason for 

123 Cf. Yamauchi, peG, 157-58. On the disturbances under Trajan, see A. Fuks, 
Aspects of the Jewish Revolt in AD 115-117, in JRS 51,1961,98-104. 

124 R. Goldenberg, The Broken Axis: Rabbinic Judaism and the Fall of Jerusalem, 
in JAAR Supplement 45, 1977, F 869-82. 

125 R. P. Benoit, Rabbi Aquiba ben Joseph sage et heros du Judaisme, in RB 54, 1947, 
84. 

126 Pearson, Friedlander Revisited, 39, n. 50. 
127 Ibid., 35. 
118 A. H. Silver, A History of Messianic Speculation in Israel, Boston 1959, 15. 
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his apostasy was his disillusionment in the doctrone of divine pro
vidence and punishment as a result of the persecutions following the 
failure of the Bar Kochba Revolt. 

Dualistic sentiments are associated with Elisha. L. Ginzberg felt 
that Elisha was simply a Sadducee. But Pearson avers, "it can hardly 
be doubted any longer that Elisha ben Abuya (Aher) was a Gnostic 
heretic." 129 

In a paper which I read at the International Conference at Yale 
University on March, 1978, I had proposed the position that it was 
perhaps through apostate rabbis like Elisha that Jewish elements were 
introduced into Gnosticism 130 - a suggestion which has also been 
advanced by G. Scholem. 131 

In the light of the analyses of A. Segal 132 and of I. Gruenwald, 
such a proposal needs to be qualified. These scholars deny that Elisha 
can be regarded as a Gnostic heretic. In fact, Gruenwald asserts: 
"there is not even one single case among those reported in the Talmuds 
which in any significant way comes close to a Gnostic view or heresy." 133 

Gruenwald objects, "Regarding Elisha ben Avuyah the person, I believe 
that Scholem after all infers too much from too little," but concedes, 
"However, his view that Jews actively contributed to the formation 
of Gnosticism seems to be correct." 1 34 

Though we may therefore have no identifiable apostate to associate 
with Jewish contributions to Gnosticism, we may still reckon with 
the possibility that some unnamed rabbis may have gone further in 
the direction of dualism than Elisha. We have some interesting 
analogies of Jewish disillusionment from later history. 

After the Bar Kochba debacle such a pitch of messianic fervor 
was not again reached until the 17th century when the notorious 
Sabbatai Sevi aroused the hopes of Jews in many countries. When he 

129 Pearson, Friedlander Revisited, 33. 
130 E. Yamauchi, The Descent of lshtar, the Fall o{ Sophia, and the Jewish Origins 

of Gnosticism, in Tyndale Bulletin 29,.1978, 143-75. 
131 G. Scholem, Jaldabaoth Reconsidered, in Melanges ... Ii Henri-Charles Puech, 

405-21. 
132 Segal, Two Powers in Heaven (note 61). 
133 I. Gruenwald, The Problem of the Anti-Gnostic Polemic in Rabbinic Literature, 

(Seminar Paper, SBL, Nov. 19, 1978),8; see also his contribution to this volume. 
134 Ibid., II. See the author's Apocalyptic and Merkavah Mysticism, Leiden 1979. 
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apostasized and became a Muslim in 1666, there was shock and 
disbelief. The followers of the Sabbatian movement have significantly 
been accused of "gnostic" and antinomian traits. According to G. 
Scholem: 

The gnostic character of most Sabbatian systems is surprising indeed . 
... Nevertheless, the significance of extraneous, Christian influences should 
not be exaggerated. Certain developments are immanent in the very nature 
and structure of religious phenomena. Sabbatian theology would probably 
have developed the way it did even without Christian gnosticism ... 135 

In modern times the tragedy of the Nazi Holocaust has caused 
at least one major Jewish thinker to reject the God of the Old 
Testament. R. Rubenstein has come to the radical conclusion that 
the Holocaust proves that God is not omnipotent. As one who 
arrived at similar conclusions he cites the rabbi, Elisha ben Abuyah : 

He also elected an absurd and meaningless cosmos rather than interpret 
the suffering of the innocent as divinely inflicted retribution of sin. In 
the face of overwhelming Jewish suffering during the Hadrianic War, he 
exclaimed "Leth din v'{eth dyan" - "There is neither judgement nor 
Judge." 1 36 

CONCLUSIONS 

Logically we would expect Gnosticism as an integrated system of 
beliefs to develop first a cosmology, second its anthropology, third 
its soteriology, and fourth its ethics, all arranged around a dualistic 
axis. Historically, however, the evidences point to quite a different 
sequence. 

Scholars have been misled in conceiving of Gnosticism in organic 
analogies, that is, in regarding primitive Gnosticism as a creature 
with all of its parts present - if in rudimentary form. Hence it has often 
been assumed that if anthropological docetism is attested by the end 

135 G. Scholem, Sabbatai Zevi, Princeton 1973, 797. Cf. w. D. Davies, From 
Schweitzer to Scholem,' Reflections on Sabbatai Svi, in JBL 95, 1976, 553: "They 
took Sabbatai Svi as a paradigm and an example to be imitated. To do so, they 
had to call evil good. They had to justify apostasy itself as messianic and redemptive." 

136 R. Rubinstein, After Auschwitz, Indianapolis 1966, p. 68. Cf. D. W. Silvermann, 
The Holocaust,' A Living Force, in USQR 32, 1977, 139. 
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of the 1st cent. c.E., dualistic cosmology must also be presumed to 
have been present. 

No single source can satisfactorily explain all the facets of a syn
cretistic religion like Gnosticism which has no historic founder. 137 
We must therefore adopt a polyphyletic rather than a monophyletic 
model of origins. To oversimplify the situation let me underscore 
three major confluences which flowed together to form the mature 
Gnosticism of the 2nd century. 

First of all, Hellenism, which was certainly pre-Christian, formed 
the intellectual climate of the age which viewed the human body 
with prejudice. Hellenistic philosophy and astrology provided Gno
sticism with its anthropology.13B This anthropology viewed man's 
spirit/soul as a divine spark imprisoned in the body's tomb - a view 
prefigured in Plato and the Orphics. 139 Such an anthropology can 
be found quite independent of a dualistic cosmology, for example, 
in the Hermetica, some of which were found in the Nag Hammadi 
collection. 140 

It was this hellenistic view of the body and soul/spirit which led 
intellectuals, who were not always Gnostics, to reject the doctrines 
of the incarnation, the crucifixion, and the bodily resurrection of 
Jesus in favor of a docetic Christology.141 

[37 This is the weakness ofG. van Groningen, First Century Gnosticism, Leiden 1967. 
[38 F. Cumont, Astrology and Religion among the Greeks and Romans, New York 

1960, reprint of the 1921 ed.; Ancient Astrology, Theory and Practice (The Mathesis 
of Firmicus Maternus) , tr. J. R. Bram, Park Ridge, N.J. 1975. 

F. Cumont, After Life in Roman Paganism, New York 1959, reprint of the 1922 
ed.; R. M. Grant, The Resurrection of the Body, in JR 28, 1948, 124-30, 188-208. 

[39 Cf. P. Courcelle, L 'arne au tombeau, in Melanges ... Ii Henri-Charles Puech, 
331-36; A. Biihlig and F. Wisse, Zum Hellenismus in den Schriften von Nag Hammadi, 
Wiesbaden 1975. 

[40 A. D. Nock, Gnosticism, in HTR 57, 1964, 276, remarked: "Outside the 
Christian orbit we have seen in the Hermetica a fusion of Platonism and Judaism 
which produced a scheme of individual redemption without a personal redeemer. .. " 
On the Hermetica see NHL, 278-83, 297-307; E. Yamauchi, Hermetic Literature, in 
IDBSup, 408; idem, PCG, 69-72. 

K.-W. Triiger, Mysterienglaube und Gnosis in Corpus Hermeticum, Berlin 1971, and 
idem, Die hermetische Gnosis, in Troger, Gnosis und Neues Testament, 97-120, believes 
that the Hermetica can be called Gnostic. The Hermetica, however, lack the radical 
dualism of Gnosticism. See G. van Moorsel, The Mysteries of Hermes Trismegistus, 
Utrecht 1955. 

[4[ Cf. M. Hengel, Crucifixion, London 1977, 15-16; E. Yamauchi, The Crucifixion 
and Docetic Christology, in Concordia Theological Quarterly (forthcoming). 
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In reaction to Adolf Harnack's attempt to explain Gnosticism as 
the "acute hellenization" of Christianity, scholars are currently in 
danger of undervaluing the obvious hellenistic elements in Gnosticism. 
There are ample evidences of philosophic influences in the Nag Hammadi 
texts, including a fragment of Plato's Republic, and traces of Stoicism, 
Pythagoreanism, Middle Platonism, and Neo-Platonism especially in 
The Three Steles of Seth, Zostrianos, Marsanes and Allogenes -
Gnostic treatises whose channels have not admitted the confluences 
of Christianity though they are quite clearly later than the rise of 
Christianity. That is, they are non-Christian but not pre-Christian 
Gnostic compositions. 

In the second place, in contrast to Bultmann and those who follow 
him, it has become quite clear to many scholars that it was Christianity 
which provided Gnosticism with its soteriology, namely the redeemer 
figure, and not the other way around. 142 All the allegedly "pre
Christian" Gnostic tractates from the Nag Hammadli Library adduced 
by Robinson and others to prove otherwise seem, to this writer at least, 
to originate in the 2nd cent. C. E. A comparable development took 
place in the 2nd cent. with the impact of Christianity upon pagan 
religions in the attribution of a resurrection to Adonis and Attis 
according to the analyses of P. Lambrechts. 143 

The thorough study of Jewish texts in this regard by A. Segal 
has yielded the following important conclusions: 

One of the conclusions about gnostic origins is already evident: a full
blown gnostic salvation myth is unlikely to have existed in the first century. 
A number of reasons support this judgement. First, in the earliest rabbinic 
records the heretics do not seem to believe in two opposing gods, im
plying that the heretics were not dualistic in the usual sense. Second, 
nothing specifically or uniquely Christian or gnostic can be discovered 
in the heresy at first. Third, a number of groups were involved so there 
need not have been a unified mythology behind the heresy. Fourth, rather 
than a savior descending and rising there is much evidence that the angelic 

142 See Yamauchi, PCG, 163-69; M. Hengel, The Son o/God, Philadelphia 1976, 33; 
Talbert, The Myth 0/ a Descending-Ascending Redeemer, 419, n. 2, observes: "Since 
J. M. Robinson's negative review of Colpe's book ... scholarly opinion has seemed 
to confirm Colpe's and Schenke's conclusions." 

143 P. Lambrechts, Les fites 'phrygiennes' de Cybide et d'Attis, in Bulletin de I'institut 
historique Beige de Rome 27,1952,141-70; idem, La 'resurrection d'Adonis', in Melanges 
Isidore Levy, Brussels 1955, 214-40. 
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figure was to guide mystics and saints to the throne or to punish and 
forgive sins. 144 (The italics are ours.) 

Finally, as MacRae, Pearson, and others have shown from the 
Nag Hammadi texts, we may concur that Judaism provided Gnosticism 
with its cosmological myth. But in my view this development did 
not take place in the pre-Christian era or even in the 1st century, 145 

but rather in the early 2nd century in the wake of profound disillusion
ment after the failure of the Bar Kochba Revolt. 

A possible objection to such a scenario may come from the ac
count in Irenaeus (Adv. Haer. 24.3ff.) about Basilides, who flourished 
in Alexandria during Hadrian's reign (C.E. 117-38). This passage 
suggests that Basilides opposed the God of the Jews, who was the 
chief of the angels, to the unbegotten Father. 146 But as R. M. Grant 
points out, "Modern scholars generally agree, however, that Irenaeus 
has perhaps described a later development, as he does in dealing 
with Valentinianism; the authentic Basilidian system is that described 
by Hippolytus." 147 The latter passage describes instead "the non-existent 
God." 

R. McL. Wilson makes a corroborative observation: 

Another such point is indicated in Jonas' programmatic statement about 
"a Gnosticism without a fallen god", already quoted, for it has been noted 
that the earliest Christian gnostics do not expressly name the God of 
the Old Testament as creator of the world, nor does the name Ialdabaoth 
yet appear. It would of course be easy to assume that the God of the 
Old Testament was one of the creator angels, or even their leader, but 
the texts do not say so. Rather it may be that we have here a stage prior 
to the radical gnostic repudiation of the world and its Creator - which 

144 Segal, 155. 
145 G. Quispel, The Origins oj the Gnostic Demiurge, in Granfield and Jungmann, 

Kyriakon, I, 275, suggests that the vulgar Gnosis as contained in the Apocryphon oj 
John may date from about 100 C.E., but later (276) concludes: "We conclude then 
that the characteristic feature, which distinguishes Gnosticism from Gnosis in a general 
sense, originated in Palestine among rebellious and heterodox Jews. If we keep this in 
mind, we see that absolute dualism, as attested by Marcion and Mani, is a secondary 
and later development." 

146 Cited in R. M. Grant, ed., Gnosticism, New York 1961,33. 
147 Grant, Gnosticism and Early Christianity, 142-43; idem, Gnostic Origins and the 

Basilidians oj Jrenaeus, in VC 13, 1959, 121-25. 
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on this basis could be located with some confidence at a particular period 
in the second century. 148 

F. Fallon has recently completed a study of the Jewish background 
of the Gnostic myth of the enthronement of Sabaoth and has come 
to conclusions which can be correlated with the analysis offered above. 
After examining the accounts in The Nature of the Archons (NHC 
11,4) and in On the Origin of the World (NHC 11,5), Fallon concludes: 

As a contribution to the scholarly discussion of the origins of Gnosticism, 
our analysis of the Sabaoth accounts in NatArch and OnOrgWld has shown 
indeed that they are examples of the contribution of Judaism to Gnosticism, 
Specifically, apocalyptic and sapiential Judaism are the segments of Judaism, 
which have mainly contributed to these accounts. We have seen that these 
accounts derive not just from the OT but from later Judaism and that 
they have neither influenced nor been influenced by the NT. 149 

But when were such Jewish elements incorporated into Gnosticism? 
In the pre-Christian era? In the first century C.E.? In Fallon's study, 
"a proposed date of the latter half of the second century has been 
offered for the composition of the Sabaoth account and NatArch." 150 

and "a date in the early third century has been offered as the time of 
composition for OnOrgWld." 1 51 

In summary we may conclude: 1) Jewish elements in Gnosticism? 
Definitely Yes. 2) Jewish Gnosticism? Possibly Yes. 3) A pre-Christian 
or first-century C.E. Gnosticism? Certainly not proven. 

148 R. MeL. Wilson. From Gnosis to Gnosticism. in Melanges ... Henri-Charles Puech, 
428-29. 

149 F. Fallon, The Enthronement of Sabaoth, Leiden 1978, 133. 
150 Ibid., 134. 
151 Ibid., 135. 



"THE TEACHINGS OF SILVANUS" (NHC VII,4) 

AND JEWISH CHRISTIANITY 

1. ZANDEE 
(Utrecht) 

One of the most remarkable contributions of the one to whom this 
book is dedicated is his unceasing plea in support of the thesis that 
Judaism and Jewish Christianity had a profound influence on the 
development of ancient Christian thought. 1 In the case of the Nag 
Hammadi Coptic library, he has repeatedly demonstrated that the 
Gospel of Thomas is incomprehensible unless it is considered from 
the point of view ofJewish Christianity. He has also argued 2 that it would 
be wise to take into consideration the Jewish Christian background of 
The Teachings of Silvanus, a document of Alexandrian Hellenistic 
Christianity, although this writing itself is of Catholic and orthodox 
character. The following pages are offered as an answer to this sug
gestion and a token of gratitude by one who, during many years of 
cooperation, has learned not a little from Quispel's knowledge of 
ancient Christianity and Gnosticism. 
The Teachings of Silvanus, dating from the third quarter of the fourth 

century, can be traced back to a Greek original of about the second 
century, a period in which the influence of Jewish Christianity was still 
alive. 3 Although "Silvanus" was a popular preacher and Clement of 
Alexandria was a thinker well versed in Hellenistic thought, their 
ideas can be compared, and both of them appear to be under the 
influence of Stoicism as regards their ethics and Platonism as regards 
their concept of God and ontology.4 

1 E.g. G. Quispel, Gnosticism and the New Testament, in VC 19, 1965, 65-85; 
The Discussion of Judaic Christianity, in VC 22, 1968, 81-93. 

2 VC 33, 1979, 85. 
3 1. Danie1ou, Theologie du Judeo-Christianisme, New York, Rome 1958, further 

quoted as "Danielou", 19. 
4 J. Zandee, "The Teachings of Silvanus" and Clement of Alexandria, A New Docu

ment of Alexandrian Theology, Leiden 1977. 
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The main characteristics of The Teachings of Silvanus 5 do not, 
therefore primarily reflect Judaism. The only apostle mentioned in Sil 
is Paul (Sil 108,30), and the name Silvanus is probably a pseudepigra
phical borrowing from the companion of Paul, whereas in Jewish 
Christian writings James and Peter appear as the most authoritative 
apostles. Moreover, Jewish-Christian writings sometimes bear anti
Pauline traces. 6 However, we must not forget that it was the Jewish 
branch of Christianity which brought the Gospel to Egypt. This was 
a consequence of the Jerusalem agreement between James and Peter on 
the one hand and Paul and Barnabas on the other (Acts 15,1-21; 
Gal. 2,7-10). It is generally accepted that the branches of Christianity 
in Syria and Egypt derived from Jerusalem. 7 Egyptian citizens, whether 
aboriginal or Greek, received the message of Christ as it was passed 
to them by Jewish Christianity. Apart from that, clear relations between 
Hellenistic Judaism and Hellenistic Christianity in Egypt have been 
demonstrated. 8 It is, therefore indisputable that Egyptian Christianity 
has drawn on Jewish Christian sources. Without contending that Sil 
is a typical representative of Jewish Christianity one could believe that 
it is possible to find in it some concepts or terms which betray a Jewish
Christian origin. This and nothing more is the purpose of the following 
contribution. 

Of course, when we deal with the question of Jewish Christianity we 
are at once involved in the problems of defining precisely what it is 
and determining what its extant sources are. 9 One of the most likely 
documents of Jewish Christianity would appear to be The Gospel 
of the Hebrews mentioned by Clement and Origen. 1 0 Those who 

5 Further quoted as Silo 
6 The Ebionites repudiated Paul, A. F. J. Klijn, G. J. Reinink, Patristic Evidence 

Jor Jewish-Christian Sects (Suppl. to NT XXXVI, Leiden 1973, 68; further abbreviated 
as "Klijn-Reinink". 

7 G. Quispel, in VC 19, 1965, 65; M. Hornschuh, Studien zur Epistula Apostol
orum (PTS 5), Berlin 1965, 114; further abbreviated as "Hornschuh". 

8 S. R. C. Lilla, Clement oj Alexandria, A Study in Christian Platonism and Gno
sticism, Oxford 1971; J. Zandee, Les Enseignements de Silvanus et Philon d'Alexan
drie, in Melanges d'Histoire des Religions OJJerts a H.-Ch. Puech, Paris 1974, 337-
345. 

9 Danielou, 5; 17ff. 
10 E. Hennecke, W. Schneemelcher, Neutestamentliche Apokryphen, 3. Aufl., Tiibingen 
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have studied this material have come to the conclusion that the "infor
mation about these Jewish Christians is scanty". 11 Further we must 
admit that some documents which are generally quoted as offering 
the best information about Jewish Christianity smack of Jewish hetero
doxy, sectarianism or Gnostic influence, not to mention the fact that 
second century Judaism was also imbued with Hellenistic ideas. There
fore we run the risk of not penetrating to the heart of Jewish Christianity 
if we quote from these sources. Nearly every expert in the field of 
Jewish Christianity asserts, for example, that the Pseudo-Clemen tines 
are one of the most reliable specimens of Jewish Christianity. However, 
they represent the point of view of the Ebionites who were an important 
but specific party within the Jewish world. Some scholars even speak 
of heretical interpolations in the Recognitions. 12 A lively discussion 
has been taking place in recent years over the question of whether the 
Acts of Thomas are Gnostic or not. 13 All that we can say is that 
these problematic sources have a strongly syncretistic character, that 
a number of them give the impression of having been reworked by 
different hands 14 and that therefore it is hardly possible to offer a 
clearcut definition of what Jewish Christianity really is.15 

Because of all this it is not easy to list the main characteristics of 
Jewish Christianity. The Ebionites displayed a subordinationist tendency 
in theirChristology. Thus Christ was a prophet but not the Son of God. 16 
Although the Pseudo-Clemen tines 17 mention the title "Son of God" 

1959, I. Band, Evangelien, 75 f. (further abbreviated as Neutest Apokr I: P. Viel
hauer, Jiidenchristliche Evangelien. Klijn-Reinink, 71. 

11 Klijn-Reinink, 73. 
12 E. Hennecke, W. Schneemelcher, Neutestamentliche Apokryphen II, Tiibingen 

1964,374, J. Irmscher (further abbreviated as Neutest Apokr /f). According to G. Quispel 
they are "fantastic", VC 19, 1965,65. 

13 G. Bornkamm, Neutest Apokr II, 297, Gnostic. A.F.J. Klijn, The Acts of Thomas 
(Suppl. to NT V), Leiden 1962, passim, non-Gnostic. B. Gartner, The Theology of 
the Gospel of Thomas, London 1961, passim, Gnostic. G. Quispel, VC 19, 1965, 69, 
non-Gnostic, Encratite. 

14 Testaments of the XII Patriarchs, Jewish writing in a Christian redaction. 
15 A good exposition of the problems in M. Simon, Problemes du Judeo-Christianisme, 

Aspects du Judeo-Christianisme, Co/loque de Strassbourg 23-25 Avril 1964, Paris 1965, 
2ff. 

16 Danielou, 68. 
17 Translations: Neutest Apokr II, J. Irmscher 373ff. A Roberts, J. Donaldson, 

Ante-Nicene Christian Library, XVII: The Clementine Homilies. The Apostolical Con-
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(Hom. 1,7,7), they usually call Jesus "the true Prophet" (Hom. 1,19,1). 
In the Epistula Apostolorum the Logos is not eternal, but brought forth. 
In the same writing, however, he is UytVVTl'tOs and identical with God. 18 

In Jewish Christianity Jesus is mainly a teacher who reveals the truth 
concerning God. 19 In Sil, on the contrary, the orthodox doctrine is 
maintained that Christ died as a ransom for the sins of men (Sit 104, 
12.13). In Jewish Christianity obedience to the Law of God was 
fundamental - even more important than belief in Christ as a Saviour. 
But we cannot say that this is characteristic of Silo In the Pseudo
Clementines we find the odd doctrine of the two kingdoms which has 
an unbiblical anti-dualistic tendency. God ordained two kings, the Son 
of God and Satan, the latter being the ruler of this present evil 
world, with a chance of final conversion, however, the former being the 
king of the future world, the Kingdom of God. They are respectively 
the left and the right hand of God, so that the evil king is also 
ultimately an instrument in God's hand. Sil speaks of the Devil as 
the Adversary, the enemy who is to be defeated, All this is to demon
strate that Sit is of a much more "orthodox" character than many 
so called "Jewish Christian" writings, which sometimes reflect the 
morbid extremism, expressed in the rejection of matrimony and 
property, of the Essenes by whom they were evidently influenced. 

What, then, might remain as a possible relic of Jewish Christianity 
in Sil? There is, of course, the fact that Jewish Christians automatically 
had a preference for expressing their belief in the terms and the imagery 
of the Old Testament. Already in the New Testament Jesus Christ has 
names similar to those of Jahveh, such as "Lord". So it may be that 
such OT epithets of Jahveh are prevalent as titles of Jesus Christ 
among Jewish Christians. Again, in late Judaism, the personified figure 
of Wisdom, ultimately deriving from the Book of Proverbs, occurs as 
a divine hypostasis. Although the title is only rarely found in the NT, 
it could readily be used by Jewish Christians as a designation of 

stitutions, Edinburgh 1870; III: Tatian, Theophilus, and the Clementine Recognitions, 
Edinburgh 1867. These English translations have been used for this article. Text: 
B. Rehm, Die Pseudoklementinen, /. Homilien (GCS), Berlin 1953; B. Rehm, F. 
Paschke, Die Pseudoklementinen II, Rekognitionen (GCS), Berlin 1965. 

18 Hornschuh, 31,32. 
19 A.F.l. Klijn, Edessa, Baarn, 1962,53. 
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Christ. Thus we could investigate the occurrence in Sil of such passages, 
names, titles or conceptions which, are found seldom if at all in the 
NT or in non-Jewish Christianity. If such do occur, one could argue 
that Sil has preserved some reminiscences of second century Jewish 
Christianity in Egypt. As we have to reconstruct this "Jewish 
Christianity" from poor sources, every supplement to our deficient 
knowledge would be welcome. With this in view, we will consider some 
passages from Sil which could be traced back to circles of Christians 
who liked to express themselves in terms taken from the Old Testament. 

84,16-26. Abolish every childish time of life, acquire for yourself strength 
of mind and soul, and intensify the struggle against every folly of the 
passions of love and base wickedness, and love of praise, and fondness of 
contention, and tiresome jealousy and wrath, and anger and the desire 
of avarice. 20 

This is, in all likelihood, simply an example of the Stoically influenced 
morality customary in Hellenistic Christianity of the Alexandrian type. 
Danielou 21 admits that the presence of a virtue such as a1tli9Eta in early 
Christianity is due to the influence of contemporary philosophy. But 
aversion to the passions could also be derived from the ascetic tenden
cies of the Essenes. In the Pseudo-Clementines Simon, in discussion 
with Peter, enumerates vices similar to those in Silo "Does not man 
seem to you to be capable of every kind of passion, as for instance, 
of lust (trtt9Ullia, cf. Sit 84,25; 90,4.5; 105,23), anger (opYll, cf. Sit 
84,25), grief (A.U1tT], cf. SiI92,1; 98,12), and the like?" (Hom XIX 21,1). 
Peter contends that lust also has its good aspects, since it promotes 
procreation. As in Sil, the vices in the Pseudo-Clementines are traced 
back to ignorance (Hom XIX 22,8; cf. Sil 88,21). He who shows no 
obedience to God's commandments "has given a place in himself ... 
to passions" (Ree V 36,5). Sinners "have not righteous fire against 
lusts" (Hom. XI,3,2). "Unreasonable lust in you is hostile to God 
(aAoyo~ also in Sit 105,5), for by conceit of wisdom it strengthens 
ignorance" (Hom. XI,II,5). The good man is "subjecting to himself 
the desires of the flesh" (Ree. V,8,1). The Pseudo-Clementines concur 
with Sil in the conception that passions are irrational and have their 

20 Translation: M. L. Peel, J. Zandee, in The Nag Hammadi Library Translated 
into English, general editor J. M. Robinson, Leiden 1977,346-361. 

21 Danieloll,413. 
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ongm in ignorance. A major theme in the Testaments of the XII 
Patriarchs is the rejection of vices. Each patriarch repents of his own 
special vice on his deathbed, and among these vices are many similar 
to those mentioned in Sil, e.g. Test Dan 22 1,3 "lying and anger"; 
Test Reuben 3,4 "spirit of fighting"; 3,6 "jealousy", etc. It may be 
that there existed special catalogues of vices in late Judaism. Such 
lists were certainly popular in Christianity.23 However, that lust and 
passion are spoken of as irrational inclinations betrays the influence 
of Hellenistic morality. 

85,17-28. The Wicked One, who is a tyrant, is lord over these (the robbers
passions, desires, irrational inclinations), while directing this, he is beneath 
the great mire. The whole city which is your soul will perish. Remove all 
these, 0 wretched soul. Bring in your guide and your teacher. The mind 
(vou~) is the guide, but reason (A.6yo~) is the teacher. They will bring you 
out of perishability and dangers. 

103,19-26. For also those who walk in the broad way will go down at their 
end to perdition (perishability) of the mire. For the Underworld is open wide 
for the soul, and the place of perdition is broad. Accept Christ, the narrow 
way. 

113,23-26. You know that every man who is not pleasing to God is a son of 
perdition. He will go down to the Abyss of the Underworld. 

117,33 - 118,2. Do not wish to acquire honors which are insecure, nor 
the boastfulness which brings you to perdition. 

In the Odes of Solomon the final destiny of him who does the will 
of Christ will be imperishability. The alternative is not sin-forgiveness, 
but perishability-imperishability or immortality. 24 "I put on incorrupti
bility (= immortality, imperishability) through his (Christ's) name 
and took off corruption by his grace" (Od. Sol. XV,8; cf. VIII,23; 
XXXIV,4.5).25 Although the Odes of Solomon are generally considered 
to be a Jewish Christian writing, one might wonder if this idea of 
imperishability were typically Jewish or not rather influenced by Hellenic 
thought. 

In our passage from Sil the norm for good conduct is rational: 

22 Translations of OT apocryphal and pseudepigraphical writings quoted from 
R. H. Charles, The Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament in English, 
I : Apocrypha, Oxford 1973; II : Pseudepigrapha, Oxford 1976. 

23 A. F. J. Klijn, The Acts of Thomas, 219. 
24 A. F. J. Klijn, Edessa, 48,49. 
25 J. H. Charlesworth, The Odes of Solomon, Oxford 1973. 
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one ought to behave according to mind and reason. This is a favourite 
theme in Si/ and it should be ascribed primarily to Stoicism. "Entrust 
yourself to this pair of friends, reason and mind, and no one will 
be victorious over you" (SiI86, 13-16; cf. SiI86,20-22; 88,4.5; 108,16-19, 
"The rational man is he who fears God"). "For a soul which has been 
found in death will be without reason" (u)..oyoC;; Sil105,4.5). However, 
the combination of "rational" behaviour with the moral ideals of 
Jewish Wisdom is an easy one. The same rationalistic morality occurs 
in the Pseudo-Clementines: "As the Prophet (Jesus Christ) has told us, 
'" : for man alone is rational,26 and it is fitting that reason should 
rule over the irrational" (ratio irrationabilibus; Rec. V ,2,1). "Since, 
then, by acting like irrational animals, you have lost the soul of man 
from your soul, becoming like swine, you are the prey of demons. 
If you therefore receive the law of God, you become man" (Hom. X, 
6,2). "Be not an animal, with men pursuing you; but rather, be a 
man, with you pursuing the evil wild beasts" (symbols of lusts and 
desires, Si/86,1-4). "Cast out the animal nature which is within you" 
(Si/ 87,28.29; cf. 89,3; 93,19-21; 94,2.3; 105,7). "Entrust yourself to 
reason and remove yourself from animalism. For the animal which 
has no reason is made manifest" (Si/ 107,17-21). The antithesis of 
rational man and irrational animal is characteristic of Stoicism. One 
might also, however, compare in the OT Ps 73,22. Compare further 
the following instances in the Pseudo-Clemen tines : "Unreasonable lust 
(cf. Sil 85,25, etc.) in you is hostile to God, for by conceit of wisdom 
it strengthens ignorance" (cf. Sil 88,21; 89,14.32; 90,3.24, etc.; Hom. 
XI, 11 ,5). Notice in this case the relation to wisdom as a Jewish idea. 
"For man is at enmity with God, and is in an unreasonable (inrationabi
lis) and impious state of mind and wicked disposition towards him, 
especially when he thinks that he knows something and is in ignorance" 
(Rec V,28,5). The characterization of sin as "ignorance" reminds one 
of Hellenism and even Gnosticism, but it could also be combined with 
the conception of the "fool" in Jewish wisdom literature. Since all 
these references to Jewish Christianity are derived from the Pseudo
Clementines, one is inclined to the conclusion that these documents 
of Jewish Christianity were most strongly influenced by Stoic rationalism. 

26 Sil often opposes rational man to irrational animals. 
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86,24 - 87,4. And if you do these things, 0 my son, you will be victorious 
over all your enemies, and they will not be able to wage war against you ... 
They will speak to you, [cajoling] you and enticing (you), not because they 
are [afraid] of you, but because they are afraid of those who dwell within 
you, namely, the guardians of the divinity and the teaching. 

88,12.13. Cast the deceitfulness (-nuvoupyo<;) of the Devil from you. 
94,33-96,19. Certainly you know [that] the schemes of the Adversary 

are not few and (that) the tricks which he has are varied? Especially has 
the noetic man been robbed of the intelligence of the snake. For it is fitting 
for you to be in agreement with the intelligence of (these) two, with the 
intelligence of the snake and with the innocence of the dove (cf. Mt 10,16) 
-lest he come into you in the guise of a flatterer, as a true friend, saying, 
"I advise good things for you". But you did not recognize the deceitfulness 
of this one when you received him as a true friend. For he casts into your 
heart evil thoughts as good ones, and hypocrisy in the guise of firm intelli
gence, avidity in the guise of frugality, love of glory in the guise of that 
which is beautiful, boastfulness and pride in the guise of great austerity, 
and godlessness as [great] godliness. For he who says, "I have many gods", 
is godless. And he casts spurious knowledge into your heart in the guise 
of mysterious words. Who will be able to comprehend his thoughts and 
devices, which are varied, since he is a Great Mind for those who wish 
to accept him as king? My son, how will you be able to comprehend the 
schemes of this one or his soul-killing counsel? For his devices and the 
schemes of his wickedness are many. And think about his entrances, that 
is, how he will enter your soul and in what garment he will enter you. 

"The Devil in disguise" is the theme of this passage from Silo Evil 
influences are described in a non-mythological manner as irrational 
inclinations, such as lusts, desires and other passions, or in mythological 
form as enemies, who enter the soul from outside and who are designated 
as "the powers of the Adversary" (SiI91,19.20; 105,34-106,1; 114,5.6). 

In late Judaism angelo logy and demonology underwent increasing 
elaboration. Satan was the commander of the host of fallen angels. 
Powers and thrones populated the spheres of heaven. The treacherous 
and cunning serpent of Gn 3,1 was considered to be an apparition of 
Satan. 

The deceitful behaviour of the demons also occurs in the Pseudo
Clementines. "But some of the maleficent demons deceive (tv£OP£UOl)(HV) 
in another way. For at first they do not even show their existence, in 
order that care may not be taken against him" (Hom. IX,13,1). As 
in Sil demons represent themselves as good friends. "The deceiving 



506 J. ZAN DEE 

serpent" (Hom. X,lO) " ... , all the deceitful conceptions against the 
monarchy are sown in your mind by him to your hurt ... he ensnares 
you by a pretence of knowledge" (1tpo<pacrEl YVfficrE(j)C; EVEOPEUEl, Hom. 
X,12,1). "How then shall we charm that wicked [serpent] that lurks 
in your [soul], and subtly insinuates suspicions hostile to God, under 
the guise of love to God?" (1tpo<pacrEl 'tfjc; 1tpac; SEav <pll-iac;; Hom. 
XI,II,4). Sin approaches man in a flattering way, "It is because they 
are ignorant that they will be punished ... having lust for the conti
nuance oflife ... or by some other flattering (KOl-aKEUoucru) sin" (Hom. 
XX,4,2). Man can only oppose the wicked ones by the power of God, 
not by his own potency (cf. Sil 86,33 - 87,4), " ... when the same faith 
and religion ... shall be in you that is in us, you will have equal and 
the same power (potestas) and virtue against demons ... , and this he is 
able to do not by his own virtue (non propria virtute), but by the fear 
of Caesar; so every faithful one commands the demons, although they 
seem. to be much stronger than men, and not by means of his own 
virtue, but by means of the powers of God, who has put them in 
subjection" (Ree. IV,33,2-4). Ignorance takes on the disguise of knowl
edge, "... that we may search out the presumptions of ignorance, 
and cut them off by means of knowledge, especially in those who are 
preoccupied with some erroneous opinions, by means of which ignorance 
is the more firmly rooted in them, as under the appearance of a 
certain kind of knowledge" (quasi sub specie alieuius scientiae; Ree. 
V,4,2). In the Pseudo-Clementines we find the strange doctrine of 
the two kingdoms, both under the supervision of God, one governed 
by the evil king, the kingdom of this world, the other under the good 
king, the world to come. The evil king is the Devil who seduces man 
and rejoices afterwards at his destruction, "Also two kings have been 
appointed, of whom the one is selected to rule by law over the present 
and transitory world, and his composition is such that he rejoices in 
the destruction of the wicked" (Hom. XX,2,5). Satan is the old serpent 
(cf. Apoe. 12,9; 20,2) who leads men astray in a guileful way, "Above 
all, therefore, you ought to understand the deception of the old snake 
(deeeptionem serpentis antiqui) and his cunning (eallidas) suggestions, 
who deceives you as it were by prudence (quasi per prudentiam), and 
as by a sort of reason creeps through your senses. For he, for his 
wickedness, was condemned from the beginning to eat dust" (Ree. 
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V,17,1-3). In Sil "the deceitfulness (-1tavoupyo~) of the Devil" or 
"Adversary" is mentioned twice (Si/88, 12; 95,18). In the LXX "deceit
ful" is the epithet of the serpent in Gn 3,1, as with Paul in I Cor. 11,3. 
In the NT it is never directly used as an epithet of the Devil. This 
is also probably the case with Jewish Christianity in connection with 
Gn 3,1. In Od Sol "the Deceiver" is a personification of evil, "And 
the Truth led me and caused me to come. For Error fled from him, 
and never met him ... And I asked the Truth, 'Who are these?' And 
he said to me, 'This is the Deceiver and the Error'" (Od. 
Sol. XXXVIII, 1,6.10). 

87,4. My son, 

Time and again a new pericope in Sit is introduced by this allocution. 
This is borrowed from Jewish wisdom literature, such as e.g. Prov 1,10. 
The style of admonitions of these texts served as a prototype for Sil. As 
in wisdom literature the wise man and the fool are frequently opposed. 
In late Jewish wisdom too the same style is maintained. Sirach also uses 
the allocution "My son" (Sirach 11,20) at the beginning of a new 
sentence. Therefore we find here in Sit a literary form which is deeply 
rooted in Judaism. 

89,20 - 90,2. Clothe yourself with wisdom like a robe, put knowledge 
upon you like a crown, and be seated upon a throne of perception. For these 
are yours, and you will receive them again on high another time. For a 
foolish man puts on folly like a robe, and like a garment of sorrow he 
puts on shame. And he crowns himself with ignorance and takes his seat 
upon a throne of [nescience). For while he is [without reason], he leads only 
himself astray, for he is guided by ignorance. 

87,11-15. You will plait a crown of education by your guiding principle. 
Put on holy teaching like a robe. Make yourself noble-minded through 
good conduct. 

112,10-25. And the Light of Heaven wishes to renew all, that he may 
cast out that which is weak and every black form, that everyone may 
shine forth with great brilliance in heavenly garments in order to make 
manifest the command of the Father, and that he may crown those wishing 
to contend well - Christ being judge of the contest, he who crowned 
everyone teaching everyone to contend. This one who contended first 
received the crown, gained dominion, and appeared giving light to everyone. 

The imagery of the royal garment and throne is used for the endow
ment with spiritual faculties. Sometimes there is also a suggestion 
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of the eschatological motif of being seated on a throne in heaven 
with heavenly garments. In Sil a connection is also established with 
the crown of the champion in athletic competition (cf. Col 1,29; 
2 Tm 4,7f.; 1 Cor. 9,25, etc.). The new spiritual garment occurs several 
times in Silo "0 my son, strip off the old garment of fornication and 
put on the garment which is clean and shining, that you may be beautiful 
in it. But when you have this garment, protect it well" (Sil 105,13-19). 
Wisdom "is a holy kingdom and a shining robe" (Sil 107,5.6). "The 
soul which has put on Christ (cf. Rom. 13,14; Gal. 3,27) is one which is 
pure" (SiI109,7.8). 

In Jewish and Jewish Christian writings we find a developed Adam
speculation. He was in Paradise clad in a garment of light. This he 
lost when he was driven out of Paradise. When Adam has regained 
Paradise he will strip off the material garment of the body and put 
on his shining heavenly dress again. We find this idea in the Hymn 
of the Pearl in the Acts of Thomas,27 where the prince receives back 
his proper garment which he had lost when wandering abroad. 28 

In the Odes of Solomon too man is saved and brought back to Paradise, 
where he receives his new garment from the Lord. 29 The Hymn of 
the Pearl is permeated with Gnostic speculations. The prince again 
receives knowledge of everything which he had forgotten, "And again 
I saw that throughout it motions of knowledge were being sent forth" 
(Acts of Thom IXc.113, line 88).30 "And when I had put it on, I was 
lifted up unto the place of peace and homage" (Acts of Thom IXc.I13, 
line 98). "And I rejected the folly cast upon the earth, and stripped 
it off and cast it from me, and the Lord renewed me with his garment, 
and possessed me by the light" (ad. Sol. XI,IO). As in Sil the imagery 
of the garment refers to putting off ignorance and putting on knowledge 
as a robe. "And I put off darkness and put on light" (ad. Sol. XXI,3). 
In Sil also the symbolism of light could refer to enlightenment. Sirach 
concurs with Sil in the imagery of the garment of wisdom, "Thou 

27 A. F.l. Klijn, The Acts of Thomas, 280. 
28 G. QUispel, in VC 19,1965, 71,72. 
29 A. F.l. Klijn, Edessa 51-53. 
30 Acts of Thom, Act IX, c. 113, line 88; Translations of NT apocryphal writings 

quoted from M.R. lames, The Apocryphal New Testament, Oxford 1975; Greek Text 
of the Acts of Thomas in R. A. Lipsius and M. Bonnet, Acta Apostolorum Apocrypha; 
M. Bonnet, Acta Philippi et Acta Thomae, Hildesheim 1959. 
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shalt array thee with her (wisdom) (as with) robes of glory, and 
crown thee with her (as with) a crown of beauty" (Sirach 6,31). Here 
we find the combination of garment and crown as in Silo 

The crown (or "wreath") both in sa and in the Odes of Solomon 
is a symbol of spiritual glorification. The possession of the crown 
points to salvation. "The Lord is on my head like a crown, and I shall 
never be without him. Plaited for me (therefore a "wreath") is the 
crown of truth, and it caused thy branches to blossom in me" (Od. 
Sol. 1,1). "And because the Lord is my salvation, I will not fear, 
and he is a crown upon my head, and I shall not be shaken" (Od. 
Sol. V,I1.12). Thus the imagery of the crown frequently occurs in the 
Odes of Solomon. 

In the Pseudo-Clementines we find the symbolism of man being 
the outer wrapping of the Holy Ghost, "If, therefore, you wish to be 
the vesture of the Divine Spirit, hasten first to put off your base 
presumption, which is an unclean spirit and a foul garment" (Hom. 
VIII,23, 1). The imagery is not consistent because in the second part 
of the phrase man is clad in the robe of the unclean spirit. 

In the Ascensio Iesaiae we find the combination of robe, crown, 
and throne with an eschatological meaning as in sa, "The angel who 
conducted me ... said to me, 'Do not adore angel nor throne, which 
belong to the six heavens, on account of which I have been sent in 
order to conduct you, until I shall say it to you in the seventh heaven. 
For above all heavens and their angels your throne has been placed 
and your garments and your crown which .you will see'" (Asc. Ies. 
VII,21.22). For the eschatological elevation of man above the angels 
one might compare sa 91,29.30, "you will be honoured by the angels 
and archangels". The following instances clearly refer to the final 
heavenly glory: "But put on the grace of the Lord generously, and 
come into his Paradise, and make for yourself a garland from his tree 
(combination of garment and wreath). Then put it on your head and 
be joyful and recline upon his rest" (Od. Sol. XX,20). "Blessed are 
the spirits of the pure, and they have received the heavenly crown 
whole from the world which has been appointed them" (Acts of Thorn 
IXc.94). A non-eschatological meaning is present when the crown 
refers to the acceptance of the truth, "An everlasting crown is Truth. 
Blessed are they who set it on their head. It is a precious stone. 
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For the wars were on account of a crown. Put on the crown in the 
true covenant of the Lord, and all those who have conquered will 
be inscribed in his book. For their book is the justification which is 
for you" (Od. Sol. IX,8-12). A term like "covenant" points to the 
Jewish character of this passage. As in Si! the symbolism of accepting 
crown, garment, and throne can refer as much to present as to 
eschatological salvation. 

A special case of this is "putting on Christ" (Sit 109,7.8) which 
recalls Rom. 13,12 and Gal. 3,27. "He became like me, that I might 
receive him. In form he was considered like me, that I might put him 
on" (Od. Sol. VII,4). Divine properties can also be put on like a 
robe, "And love his holiness and put it on. Then you will be unblemished 
at all times with him" (Od. Sol. XIII,3). The verb £vouE0'9m which 
is used in this connection in the NT also occurs in the LXX with 
the meaning of being endowed with spiritual and moral qualities (Kittel, 
TWNT 11,320,6-16). 

88,10. God ... , the Exalted One. 

The Coptic expression is the equivalent of the Greek ihVIO''t'O~. It 
occurs nine times in the NT as a designation of God, seven of which 
are found in the writings of Luke (Kittel, TWNT VIII,618,4-6). It is 
the usual rendering of 11'''31 in the LXX, and it is also frequently 
used in late Jewish writings (Kittel, TWNT VIII,615,32-617,20). As 
the use in the NT is rather rare, the occurrence in Sil might be a trace 
of Jewish Christianity. 

The following instances from Jewish Christian writings can be quoted: 
"Wherefore he (God) is called Most High, because, being higher than 
all, he has the universe subject to him" (Pseudo-Clementines, Hom. 
XVI,17,2). "There is no jealousy with the Lord Most High" (Od. Sol. 
111,6). "Judas (= Thomas), the apostle of the Most High" (Acts of 
Thorn XIII c.150). 

Cf. also: "But the righteous ... in the Lord is their reward and 
the care for them with the Most High" (Wisd. of Sol. 5,15). 

88,13-15. Accept the light for your eyes and cast the darkness from you. 
89,12-16. What else is evil death except ignorance? What else is evil 

darkness except familiarity with forgetfulness? 
88,30-32. Why do you pursue the darkness though the light is at your 

disposal? 
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102,23-25. He who is in darkness will not be able to see anything, unless 
he receives the light. 

102,32-35. For many are seeking in darkness, and they grope about, 
wishing to understand since there is no light for them. 

103,30-32. For who is your guide into the darkness? How many likenesses 
did Christ take on because of yOU? 

116,10.11. For even things which are in darkness are before him (God) 
like (things in) the light. 

117,14.15. Prepare yourself to escape from the world-rulers of darkness. 

In Sil "darkness" is a designation of ignorance. Sometimes it refers 
to the evil character of the powers of the Adversary. Christ as revealer 
of the secrets of God brings ignorance to an end, as he is the light 
of heaven which gives illumination. "Christ illumines every mind" 
(Sit 98,26). "Acquiring the light of Christ, which is reason" (Sil 99, 
4.5). In the NT and especially in the Gospel of John "darkness" is used 
metaphorically in close connection with 'l'di()o~ and ullap'tia (Kittel, 
TWNT VII,445, crK6'tO~), and in opposition to "Light" (= Christ). 

The contrast light-darkness was very important in Judaism. 31 After 
having summed up several sins such as fornication (Here there may be 
traces of Essene ascetism and abstention from marriage), covetousness 
and the service of the belly, and given an admonition to refrain from 
them, Thomas continues, "Come forth of the darkness that the light 
may receive you" (Acts of Thom II c.28). The contrast light-darkness 
in this case has primarily a moral meaning. As in Sit, darkness is a 
designation of ignorance in the Pseudo-Clementines, and the Prophet 
(= Christ) is the one who can save from this darkness, "He, therefore, 
whose aid is needed for the house filled with the darkness of ignorance 
(caligine ignorantiae) and the smoke of the vices (cf. the catalogue of 
vices in Sil 84,20-26), is he, we say, who is called the true Prophet, 
who alone can enlighten (illuminare) the souls of men, so that with 
their eyes they may plainly see the way of salvation" (Rec. 1,16,1). 
Typical of Jewish Christianity is the idea that Christ is primarily 
the Revealer who gives man new insight into the truth. His work 
is not expiatory but rather he is a helper (cf. ~oTJe6~, Sit 97,1). 
"Wherefore we must, above all things, hasten to the knowledge of 
the truth, that, as with a light kindled at it, we may be able to dispel 

31 A. F. J. Klijn, Acts of Thomas, 220. 
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the darkness of errors; for ignorance, as we have said, is a great evil; 
but because it has no substance, it is easily dispelled by those who 
are in earnest. For ignorance is nothing else than not knowing what 
is good for us; once know this, and ignorance perishes" (Rec. V,5,1-3). 

The characterization of sin as "ignorance" also occurs in the Gospel 
of the Nazoreans, where Jesus says in respect of the baptism of John 
"if that which 1 have said would be ignorance". 32 In the A cts of Thomas 
Mygdonia, who wishes to come to the faith in Christ, prays on behalf 
of her unbelieving husband to Christ with the words, "I call upon 
you, Lord Jesus, forsake me not! For with you have I made my refuge; 
for when I learned that you are he who seeks out those who are veiled 
in ignorance, and saves those who are held in error ... " (Acts of Thorn 
IX c.98). Ignorance, here, is practically the same as unbelief. In the 
Hymn of the Pearl the son of the king loses the knowledge of his royal 
nature and he says, "And I knew no more (i]yvol1cra) that I was a 
king's son, and I became a servant unto their king. And I forgat 
(cf. Sil 88,25.26 "forgetfulness") also the pearl for which my fathers 
had sent me" (Acts of Thorn IX c.109, line 33). In this case also 
"ignorance" and "forgetfulness", as in Sil, are designations which 
characterize the situation of unbelief and want of the true life. 

88,15-17. Live (noAHEuElV) in Christ, and you will acquire a treasure 
in heaven. 

Cf. Mt. 6,20. In late Judaism the pious man could by acts of 
charity accumlate treasures in heaven. Heaven is "a treasure of eternal 
life" to which the souls of the pious ascend after death. In Gnosticism 
the soul returns to the "treasury" (el1cral)po~), the Pleroma, from 
which it emanated. The passage in Sil is close to the Jewish conception 
since behaviour (noAl"tcocW) is decisive for the acquisition of the treasure. 

A passage from the Pseudo-Clementines recalls the Jewish idea of 
the "treasure of eternal life", "In order, therefore, that there might 
be a distinction between those who choose good and those who choose 
evil, God has concealed that which is profitable to men, i.e. the 
possession of the kingdom of heaven, and has laid it up and hidden 
it as a secret treasure (cf. Sit 107,2, "knock on hidden treasures"), 

32 P. Vie1hauer, Neutest Apokr J, 95, Jerome, Adv Pelag. II1,2. 
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so that no one can easily attain it by his own power or knowledge" 
(Rec. III,53,3). 

Jesus says, "I am the hope of them that despair, the helper of 
them that have no saviour, the treasure of the poor, the health of 
the sick, and the resurrection of the dead" (Ep. Ap. 21(32».33 In the 
Acts of Thomas the "treasury" has an eschatological meaning, "The 
treasury (Wlltciov) of the holy king is opened wide, and those who 
worthily partake of the good things that are in it do rest, and resting 
do reign" (Acts of Thorn XI c. 136). Good works are meritorious, 
so that deeds on earth accumulate treasures in heaven, "Work righte
ousness, therefore, my children, upon earth, that you may have (it) as a 
treasure in heaven" (Test. Levi 13,5). It is noteworthy that "treasure" 
in Sil 88,17 and in all the quotations from Jewish Christian sources 
is singUlar, whereas Mt. 6,20 has the plural. 

88,17-21. Do not become a sausage (made) of many things which are 
useless, and do not become a guide on behalf of your blind ignorance. 

Although Sil is aware of the ideas of reconciliation and the death 
of Christ for the sins of men, it also considers ignorance to be the 
essence of sin. This idea is not a monopoly of Gnosticism, but is also 
found among Hellenistic Christian thinkers such as Clement of 
Alexandria. One might further compare Sil 89,14.32; 90,3.24; 91,11; 
94,22; 103,30; 116,9. In Jewish wisdom literature the fool was the 
prototype of sinful men, and so we can imagine that ignorance as a 
designation of sin fitted in well with Jewish Christianity. Moreover, 
it was a conception which was in line with contemporary ideas on moral 
deficiency. Ignorance as a designation of sin is encountered more 
often in Jewish Christian sources than in the NT. "Unreasonable 
lust in you is hostile to God, for by conceit of wisdom it strengthens 
ignorance" (liyvotav; Pseudo-Clementines, Hom. XI,II,5). As in Sil 
"ignorance" is closely connected with irrational behaviour. "God may 
assign ignorance as the cause of your sins" (-trov ullaptllll<l'tWV ... tTjv 

33 Ep Ap 21(32); Neutest Apokr I 126f.: H. Duensing, Wechselgespriiche Jesu mit 
seinen Jungern: C. Schmidt, Gespriiche Jesu mit seinen Jungern nach der Auferstehung, 
Texte und Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der altchristlichen Literatur, Leipzig 1919; 
H. Duensing, Epistula Apostolorum, Kleine Texte for Vorlesungen und Ubungen, ed. 
H. Lietzmann, Berlin 1925, 152. 
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ayvowv ahiav; Hom. XI,25, 1). "For ignorance was destroyed upon 
it (the earth), because the knowledge of the Lord arrived upon it" 
(cf. [sa 11,9; Od. Sol. VII,21; the context refers to the incarnation). 
The opposite is "knowledge" (yvfficrt~, Si/91,13; €1ttcrn'U.l.TJ, SiI89,21). 

88,24. End the sleep which weighs heavy upon you. 

In the context of Sil it is clear that "sleep" is a metaphor for "ignor
ance". Such a metaphor is frequently met with in Gnostic texts. But 
in the'NT also "sleep" can have the meaning of spiritual unconscious
ness, .e.g. in the case of the six virgins who were not awake when 
the bridegroom arrived (Mt. 25,1-13). In the Hymn of the Pearl in the 
Acts of Thomas, the prince, having arrived in a foreign country, fell 
asleep, which means that he forgot his royal descent. There is a 
Gnostic flavour about the text arid it may refer to a man who got 
outside the Pleroma and became unaware of his pneumatic essence. 
"And l forgot also the pearl for which my father had sent me, and 
by means of the heaviness of their food I fell into a deep sleep" 
(Acts of Thom IX c.l09, lines 34.35). 

88,25.26. Depart from forgetfulness which fills you with darkness. 

"Forgetfulness" is another designation of ignorance often used in 
Gnostic texts. The combination forgetfulness-darkness also occurs in 
the Wisdom of Solomon in connection with sinful men, ". ~. lawless men ... 
prisoners of darkness ... they were scattered one from another by a 
dark curtain offorgetfulness" (A."eTJ; Wisd. of Sol. 17,2.3). In Platonism 
man has to be brought back to the aVallVTJcrt~ of the ideas which he 
has forgotten. 

88,29.30. But Christ came in order to give you this gift (light in the dark
ness of ignorance). 

89,7-10. (Wisdom says:) Come to me, all of you, 0 foolish ones, that 
you may receive a gift, the understanding, which is good and excellent. 

According to the Pseudo-Clementines, missionaries themselves choose 
their own method of work, but the faith which inspires them is a gift 
from heaven, "but to have an affection towards a teacher of truth, 
this is a gift of the heavenly Father" (Rec. IV,5,5). 

89,5-8. Wisdom summons you in her goodness, saying, "Come to me, 
all of you, 0 foolish ones". 

88,35 - 89,1. Wisdom summons [you], yet you desire folly. 
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These are expressions wholly in line with OT wisdom literature. 
Wisdom is personified as a divine hypostasis and addresses her admoni
tions in a parenetic style to people who are supposed to be fools, 
according to the usual sapiential antithesis of the pious man and 
the fool. Cf. Provo 8, I: "Does Wisdom not call?" Provo 1,20-23, 
(Wisdom says:) "Turn yourselves to my warning". Provo 9,4.5: "She 
(Wisdom) says to the foolish man, 'Come, eat from my bread, drink 
from the wine, which I have mixed"'. Sirach 24,19, (Wisdom says:) 
"Come unto me, ye that desire me, and be filled with my produce". 
In this case pre-existent Wisdom is addressing men. 

89,13.14. What else is evil death except ignorance? 

Death, in this case, has a metaphorical meaning. He who lives in 
ignorance in respect of God is dead, since he is cut off from the 
source of life. Among the Rabbis too the godless were considered 
to be "dead" ones. 34 In the Pseudo-Clementines there is a close 
relationship between death and ignorance: "Ignorance is of itself a 
sufficient deadly drug" (uyvOla ... 9avacrlllov <pap~aKov; Hom. X,12, 
2). The Prophet (= Christ), "by holding forth the word, destroys 
ignorance by knowledge (yvrocrEl), cutting as it were, and separating 
the living from the dead" (srovta~ ano trov VEKProv; Hom. XI, I 9,2). 

89,17-21. Do not become desirous of gold and silver which are profitless, 
but clothe yourself with wisdom like a robe. 

84,19-26. Intensify the struggle against ... avarice. 

A number of writers on Jewish Christianity consider ascetism to be 
one of its chief characteristics. 35 According to them, Syriac and 
Christian ascetism must have had a Jewish Christian origin. The Epistula 
Apostolorum is supposed to have been written by a converted Jew 
originating from Essene circles, and the Essenes rejected matrimony 
and private property. The poor are extolled and the rich repudiated. 36 

In the Jewish Christian church of Syria the Encratites were recognized 
for longer than in the official church. 37 In Acts of Thom VI C. 52 
matrimony is rejected as "insane union" and "unrestrained lust", 
which sounds rather Essene. The Ebionism of the Pseudo-Clemen tines 

34 G. Kittel, TWNT IV, 897,2.3; cf. Mt. 8,22. 
35 G. Quispel, in VC 19, 1965,67. 
36 M. Hornschuh, PTS 5,71.72. 
37 G. QuispeI, op. cit., 68. 
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is a particular Jewish tradition with which the name of the prophet 
Elxai was connected. They represent a marginal and esoteric Judaism 
of the Essene type. 38 

The Ep.Ap. warns against wealth, "But be ye upright and preach 
rightly and teach, and be not abashed by any man and fear not any 
man, and especially the rich, for they do not my commandments, 
but boast themselves in their riches" (Ep. Ap. 46(57». "But they that 
walk in truth and in the knowledge of the faith, and have love towards 
me ... , they shall be praised for that they walk in poverty and endure 
them that hate them and put them to shame" (Ep. Ap. 38(49». It is, 
however, certainly not the case that Sil shares the extreme standpoint 
found among the Essenes. Our writing does not differ from the warnings 
against riches found in the Gospels of the NT. In this respect Sil 
concurs with Jewish wisdom literature, for example Sirach 31,5, "He 
who loves gold shall not go unpunished". When Sil propagates austerity 
(87,16), this is to be considered more a sign of Stoic influence than 
an expression of Essenism or Encratism. 

90,31-91,1. Cast from [you] these evil, deceiving friends. [Accept] Christ, 
[this true friend], as a good teacher. 

98,8-10. Entrust yourself to God alone as father and as friend. 
110,14.15. Know who Christ is, and acquire him as a friend. 

In the Gospel of John men are sometimes called "friend" of Jesus 
(11, II; 15,13-15). By way of a parable God is the friend of men. 39 

Philo deals with friendship between God and men,40 continuing some 
thoughts from OT wisdom. Friendship between God and men occurs 
rather frequently in the Pseudo-Clementines, " ... that we may proceed 
to the friendship of the Creator. But his friendship (amicitia) is secured 
by living well, and by obeying his will" (Rec. 1,26,3.4). "When God 
made man after his own image and likeness, he grafted into his work 
a certain breathing ... of his divinity, that so men, being made partakers 
of his Only-begotten, might through him be also friends of God and 
sons of adoption" (Rec. IV,9,1). "But when you begin to be pleased ... 
with he same things which please ... God ... then ye shall truly be called 

38 Danielou, 10. 
39 Lk. 11,5-8; G. Kittel, TWNTIX,161,15.16. 
40 G. Kittel, TWNT IX,156,4-11. 
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his friends" (Rec. V,28,5). "Amici eius" (Rec. V,28,26). "But that 
men may also attain to the friendship of God, is proved to us by the 
example of those to whose prayers he has been so favourable, that ... " 
(Rec. V,29,4). "God appointed ... a multitude of men to be born in this 
visible world, from amongst whom he might choose friends for his son" 
(Rec. IX,3,1). Since the use of the term "friends" for the relation of 
God and men in the NT is rather restricted, Sil might here be 
borrowing from a Jewish Christian tradition. It could be that the 
members of the chosen people were on terms of friendship with God. 
Compare further (Jesus is speaking to his disciples) : 'Truly I tell you, 
you shall be my brethren and my friends" (Ep.Ap. 19(30». Wisdom 
"makes them friends of God and prophets" (Wisd. of Sol. 7,27). 

91,7-9. God, the holy Father, the true Life, the Spring of Life. 

The epithet "spring" (1tTJYT]) is nowhere in the NT directly related 
to God. The 1tTJYrl 1;;O)fi~ occurs in the OT (Kittel, TWNT VI, 114, I 0). 
"With thee is the spring of life" (Ps. 35,IO,LXX). "Fill for yourselves 
water from the living fountain of the Lord, because it has been opened 
for you, and come all you thirsty and take a drink, and rest beside 
the fountain of the Lord" (Od. Sol. XXX, 1.2). We might have here 
in Sil a Jewish Christian tradition. It is worth noticing that Christ 
is also named "the Life" in Sil (106,25; 107,13; 113,15). 

91,14-17. But return, my son, to your first father, God, and Wisdom 
your mother, from whom you came into being. 

It is a Jewish and Jewish Christian tradition that God has a consort. 
Wisdom takes the place of the Logos as mediator of creation. There 
is a Jewish Christian tradition of the Holy Ghost as mother. The 
best known instance is from the Jewish Christian Gospel of the Hebrews, 
quoted by Origen, where "the Saviour himself says, 'My Mother the 
Holy Spirit took me ... and brought me to ... the Tabor' ".41 In the 
Gospel of the Hebrews the Holy Ghost speaks like personified Wisdom 
in Jewish wisdom literature,42 so that the Holy Ghost as mother is 

41 Origen, in Joh 11,12; G. Quispel, in VC 19, 1965, 66; Kingdom of God as 
mother 70; VC 22, 1968,86.91.92; P. Vielhauer, Neutest Apokr I, 107; the same tradition 
is mentioned Jerome, in Micha 7,6. 

42 P. Vie1hauer, Neutest Apokr I, 106,107. 
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not far removed from Wisdom as mother. Thus the "mother" is an 
element in God. 

With regard to our passage from Sil, it is those passages where 
Wisdom is a mother which are of particular interest. "And they have 
glorified and praised, with the living spirit, the Father of truth and 
the mother of wisdom" (Acts of Thorn. I c.7). "We glorify and praise 
you and your invisible Father and you holy Spirit [and] the mother 
of all creation" (Acts of Thorn. IV c.39). The Spirit and Wisdom are 
the second and the third persons in the Trinity besides the Father. 
There was a Jewish tradition that Chokma was a mother.43 In the 
Wisdom of Solomon there is a hymn on Wisdom, "I preferred her above 
sceptres and thrones ... But with her there came to me all good things 
together, and in her hands innumerable riches: And I rejoiced over them 
all because Wisdom leads them; though I did not know that she was 
the mother of them" (Wisd. of Sol. 7,1-12). Here Wisdom has the 
epithet "mother". "And she (Wisdom) will meet him (the man) as a 
mother, and as a youthful wife will she receive him" (Sirach 15,2). 
Wisdom is pre-existent and says, "He (God) created me from the 
beginning, before the world" (Sirach 24,9). "Wisdom instructs her sons" 
(Sirach 4,11), which implies that she is their mother. Wisdom lives tog
ether with God in heaven, "And with you is Wisdom, who knows your 
works" (Wisd. of Sol. 9,9). She lives together with God, crull~i(j)crtv 

El£Ou £xoucra (Wisd. of Sol. 8,3).44 According to Philo the high-priest 
is reborn from God as his Father and Wisdom as his mother (Fug 
108-112; Kittel, TWNTVII,499,16; 501,30). 

The Ebionites assumed that, besides the Father, there is a male 
figure in God, an angel, the Son of God, and a female figure, the 
Holy Ghost. 45 The Holy Ghost as the female part in God also occurs 
in the Odes of Solomon (XIX,2), "The Son is the cup, and the Father 
was he who was milked, and the Holy Spirit is she who milked him" 
(cf. ad. Sol. XXXVI,l). During the celebration of the eucharist the 
Holy Ghost was called upon as a mother, "Come, the hidden mother" 
(Acts of Thorn. V, c. 50). In the Pseudo-Clementines Peter discusses 

43 A. F. 1. Klijn, Acts of Thomas, 312. 
44 See G. Quispel, Jewish Gnosis and Mandaean Gnosticism, in NHS VII, Leiden 

1975,84; Quispel also points to Bronte as God's consort in NHC VI,13,19-21, p. 93. 
45 Hipp, ref X,13,1-17,2, Klijn-Reinink 115. 
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with Simon Gn. 1,26, "Let us make man". Why is the plural used? 
"One is he who said to his Wisdom, 'Let us make man'. But his Wisdom 
was that with which he himself always rejoiced as with his own spirit" 
(Rec. XVI,12,1). Once again it is clear that the Spirit and Wisdom 
are interchangeable and that Wisdom functions as a 'mother and a 
consort besides the Father and the Son. One's conclusion would be 
that Sil's conception of God as Father and Wisdom as mother is 
deeply rooted in Jewish Christian tradition. 

91,25.26. Keep the holy commandments of Jesus Christ. 

In Jewish Christian thought the Law of the OT was not abolished 
at all by Jesus Christ. The discussion at the meeting mentioned in 
Acts 15 was concerned with the validity of the Law among non-Jewish 
Christians. The compromise arrived at there was to the effect that 
the OT commandments should only apply to a limited extent to the 
Christians of non-Jewish origin. It was especially the Palestinian 
Christians, who were converted Pharizees, who were legalistic.46 There
fore one might legitimately wonder whether' "the commandments 
of Jesus" do not point to some degree of legalism. Jesus himself did 
not intend to abolish the Law (Mt. 5,17-20). God's commands are 
not burdensome (l In 5,3). This makes it probable that the mentioning 
of commands does not necessarily include "legalism". Moreover, the 
expression "commandments of Jesus" could refer to the special form 
in which Jesus gave a new interpretation of the Law. 

What do the sources tell us about the attitude of the Jewish Christians 
towards the Law? "The Ebionites ... live conformably to :Jewish 
customs saying that they are justified according to the Law, and 
saying that Jesus was justified by preaching the Law. Therefore it 
was that he was named both the Christ of God and Jesus, since 
not one of the (rest) kept the Law" (Hipp., ProI34,1-2; cf. Ref X,22,1). 
The Nazoreans "use not only the NT but also the Old, like the Jews ... 
they ... live according to the preaching of the Law as among the Jews" 
(Epiphanius, Pan 29,7,1). In the Pseudo-Clementines the performance 
of good works is esteemed to be important, "that your mind, receiving 
like good seed the true word ... may not choke it with evil cares, and 

46 Danielou, 19; M. Simon, Aspects du Judeo-Christianisme, Paris 1965,5-7. 
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render it unfruitful with respect to works that are able to save you" 
(Hom. XI,2,1). Thus good works are a basis for salvation. "For the 
Jew believes God and keeps the law, by which faith he also removes 
other sufferings, though like mountains (Mt. 17,19) and heavy. But 
he who does not keep the law is manifestly a deserter through not 
believing God" (Hom. XI,16,4). Belief in God, here, is almost equal 
to keeping the Law. The kingdom of God is for those who keep God's 
commandments; this is the message of Jesus (Ree. 1,6,2). The kingdom 
is for those who have kept the commandments of Jesus: "Two advents, 
one in humilation .,. the other in glory ... , when he shall come to 
give the kingdom to those who believe in him, and who observe 
all things which he commanded" (Ree. 1,69,4). "Merit accrues to men 
from good works, but only if they be done as God commands" (Ree. 
VI,8,6). 

All this, however, namely obedience to the OT Law, obedience 
as a condition for entering the kingdom of God and the meritorious 
character of man's good deeds, is not found in Silo 

Ep Ap is also legalistic, but not to such a strict degree as the Ebionite 
writings. Virtually the same wording as in our passage from Sit occurs 
in the following quotation: (Jesus says:) "only keep my command
ments (€PH2 A NA€NTOJ..H; Sil AP€2 € N€NTOJ..H €TOYAAB Nrc 

rr€xc) and do what I bid you" (Ep. Ap. 24(35». "That there may be 
a choosing-out of the faithful who have kept the commandments of 
my Father that sent me" (Ep.Ap. 26(37». Christianity is in the first 
place obedience to the Law, so is the opinion of one who wishes 
to become a Christian: " ... that I may receive the seal (baptism), and 
become thy minister, and a keeper of the commandments of the God 
whom thou preachest" (Aets a/Thorn XIII, C. 150). "Observe, therefore, 
my children, the commandments of the Lord, and keep his Law" 
(Test. Dan 5,1). 

Although Christian behaviour plays an important role in Sil, we cannot 
say that Christian belief virtually coincides with doing the OT com
mandments. Sit's moral teaching is rather determined by the con
temporary Hellenistic situation, mainly Stoicism: Live according to 
reason and do not allow yourself to be influenced by the passions. 
The meritory and expiatory work of reconciliation upon the cross 
is a counterbalance to legalism. 
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91,27-30. " ... you will be king over every place on earth and will be 
honoured by the angels and archangels. 

"As it is also written in the Gospel according to the Hebrews: 'He who 
is astonished will be king and he who was king will rest''' (Clem. Alex. 
Strom. II,IX 45,5). Gospel of Thomas, Log. 2 (32,14-19): "Jesus said, 
'Let him who seeks continue seeking until he finds. When he finds, 
he will become troubled. When he becomes troubled, he will be 
astonished, and he will be king over the all'''. B. Giirtner 47 points 
to Pistis Sophia, c. 99, for the same expression, "And they and all 
those who receive from the mysteries are kings in all the places of 
the space of the Ineffable, also according to the rank of each of 
them." It is possible that Sil has preserved something of a Jewish 
Christian Gospel tradition. 

92,4.5. You will become self-controlled (!';YKPU1;i]~) in your soul and body. 

Asceticism among the Jewish Christians can be traced back to the 
Essenes with their very strict observance. The Ebionites were influenced 
by Encratism which propagated abstention from wine and meat. 48 

In Sit, however, there is no mention of specific abstention from 
matrimony, property, wine and meat. The only admonition is the Stoic 
principle: be guided by reason and do not allow irrational passions 
to rule you. In this connection self-control is recommended. 

92,11-29. But before everything (else), know your birth. Know yourself, 
that is, from what substance (oucria) you are, or from what race (ytvo~), 
or from what species. Understand that you have come into being from 
three races: from the earth, from the formed (nAacrlla), and from the 
created. The body (crwlla) has come into being from the earth with an 
earthly substance, but the formed, for the sake of the soul (ljIllXi]), has 
come into being from the thought of the Divine, for the sake of the soul. 
The created, however, is the mind (vou~), which has come into being in 
conformity with the image (dKWV) of God. The divine mind (eEio~ vou~) 
has substance from the Divine, but the soul (ljIllXi]) is that which he (God) 
has formed (nAacrcrElv) for their own hearts. 

It is characteristic of Jewish Christianity to derive a great deal from 
the first chapters of the OT for the history of the fall and the salvation 

47 The Theology of the Gospel of Thomas, London 1961,262. 
48 Danie1ou, 426-429. 
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of man, including many Adam-speculations. 49 Sil develops ideas inspired 
by the creation terminology of the LXX, including such terms as 
1tAUaaElv and 1totEiv. Sit also reflects the usual tripartition of man 
into body (awllu), soul ('VuXT]) and mind (vo\)C;). 

That creation originated from the "thought" of God is also expressed 
in Od Sol XVI 19, "And the worlds are by his word and by the thought 
of his heart.~' The Pseudo-Clementines make a distinction between 
creation after the image and after the likeness of God, the latter 
functioning in the same way as the "image" in Sit, since that is the 
prototype for the superior part of man, the mind: "You are the image 
of the invisible God ... For the image of God is man (ElKcbv yap 9w\) ° uv9pco1toC;). He who wishes to be pious towards God does good to 
man, because the body (awllu) of man bears the image of God. 
But all do not yet bear his likeness (olloto'nrra), but the pure mind 
of the good soul does" (uAM uyu9iiC; 'Vuxiic; ° Ku9upoC; vo\)C;; Hom. 
XI,4, I). In the Pseudo-Clemen tines the body is given a higher evaluation 
than in Sil, which suggests that the former are more Jewish and the 
latter is more Hellenistic in character. Both writings agree in asserting 
that the vo\)C; is the .nighest human faculty. Sil says that the mind 
(vo\)C;) represents the participation of man in the divine substance. 
The Pseudo-Clemen tines also contend that man has something divine 
since God inbreathed his own spirit into Adam. "When God had made 
man after his own image and likeness, he grafted into his work a 
certain breathing (spiramen) and odour of his divinity (odorem suae 
divinitatis), so that men, being made partners of his Only-begotten, 
might through him be also friends (cf. Sit 98,8; 110,14.15) and sons 
of adoption" (Rec. IV,9,1). 

93,4-15. Do not think about things pertaining to the flesh (crap~). Acquire 
strength, for the mind is strong. If you fall from this other,. you have become 
male-female. And if you cast out of yourself the substance of the mind, 
which is thought, you have cut off the male part and turned yourself to the 
female part alone. You have become psychic since you have received 
the substance of the formed. 

93,28-30. The divine soul shares partly in this One (God), furthermore 
it shares partly in the flesh. 

98,25 .... the eyes of the flesh ... 

49 A.F.1. Klijn, Edessa, 51. 
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In Sil the flesh and the body are assessed negatively, since these 
lowest component parts of man are taken from the earth. So also in 
the Odes of Solomon the flesh is not able to understand God, "Your 
flesh may not understand that which I (God) am about to say you, 
nor your garment (the body as the material envelope of the soul) 
that which I am about to show you" (Od. Sol. VIII,9). According to 
Sil the body is the irrational animalistic part of man, the soul is the 
female part and the mind is the male. Although the soul is human, it is 
on a lower level than the mind. This theme gave rise to speculations 
about Eve as the female part, taken from Adam and making man incom
plete. In Gnosticism too there are theories about the male as the highest 
pneumatic faculty in man. We might compare an exposition on the 
topic of philanthropy by Peter in the Pseudo-Clemen tines. Its lower 
element is female, as it is passion; its higher part is male, since it is 
a spiritual virtue. "Compassionate (EAcTUlOva), indeed, I can call her 
(a certain person), but I dare not call her philanthropic, just as I cannot 
call a mother philoteknic, for she is prevailed on to have an affection 
for them (her children) by her pangs, and by the rearing of them ... 
Philanthropy is masculo-feminine (appEvo9T]AU<;); and the feminine 
part of it is called compassion, and the male part is named love (ayu1tT]) 
to your neighbour ... It behoves, therefore, him who practises philan
thropy to be an imitator of God, doing good to the righteous and the 
unrighteous as God ... " (Hom. XII,26,2.6). "On this account, also, 
one man was made, and from him went forth also the female. And being 
a unity generically, it is yet a duality" (Hom. XVI,12,1). We can imagine 
how Gnostic speculations on unity .and plurality, on division as a 
deficiency and return to the original unity, could originate from such 
interpretations of the Genesis creation story. Essenes and Encratites 
could also explain Eve as the lower female part of man by which people 
should not be seduced to sexual intercourse. Thus, according to the 
Pseudo-Clementines, the human composition exists in two unequal 
parts: "And his body consists of three parts, deriving its origin from 
the female (9T]Ada<;), for it has lust, anger, and grief, and what is 
consequent on these. But the spirit (1tVEulla) not being uniform, but 
consisting of three parts, derives its origin from the male (appEvo<;), 
and it is capable of reasoning (AoytcrIlOU), knowledge (yvcilO"E(J)<;), and 
fear, and what is consequent on these" (Hom. XX,2,3). The Pseudo-
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Clementines offer here a bipartite scheme: female (body, irrationality, 
passions) and male (spirit, intellectual faculties), where Sil displays a 
tripartite one, but the main conceptions are very similar. The passage 
from the Pseudo-Clementines continues, "And each of these triads 
has one root, so that man is compound of two mixtures (cpupullunov), 
the female and the male. Wherefore also two ways have been laid 
before him - those of obedience and disobedience to law" (Hom. XX, 
2,4). Compare for the negative assessment of the "mixture", "[If] you 
mix yourself, you will acquire the three parts as you fall from virtue 
into inferiority" (Sil 92,34 - 93,3). Another passage which clearly 
expresses the negative evaluation of the female states, "The male 
(= Adam) is wholly truth, the female (Eve) wholly faisehooo. But 
he who is born of the male and the female, in some things speaks truth, 
in some falsehood. For the female ... leads the greater part into 
fornication" (IlOtXtiu; Hom. 111,27,1.2). No doubt this reflects an 
Encratite point of view according to which normal marriage was also 
fornication. On this theme we could also compare some passages 
from the Gospel of Thomas. 50 Thus the answer to the question: "When 
shall we enter the kingdom?" is "When you make the male and 
the female one and the same, so that the male not be male nor 
the female female" (Log. 22; 37,28-31). "Simon Peter said to them, 
'Let Mary leave us, for women are not worthy of life'. Jesus said, 
'I myself shall lead her in order to make her male, so that she too 
may become a living spirit resembling males. For every woman who 
will make herself male will enter the Kingdom of Heaven'" (Log 
114; 51,18-26). As for the bipartition of human personality, one 
might compare "Verily I say unto you, the resurrection of the flesh 
shall come to pass with the soul therein and the spirit" (1tVf;UIlU; 
Ep. Ap. 24(35)). 

94,19-23. 0 soul, persistent one, be sober (vi]<jlEtV) and shake off your 
drunkenness, which is the work of ignorance. 

Although, like "sleep" and "blindness", "drunkenness" has here 
the metaphorical meaning of "ignorance", the admonition to be "sober" 

50 See also A. F. J. Klijn, Das Thomasevangelium und das altsyrische Christentum, 
in VC 15,1961,150. 
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recalls the Encratism of some Jewish Christian sects. So we read in the 
Pseudo-Clemen tines, "The religion of God calls you to sobriety and 
chastity, orders you to refrain from effeminacy" (Rec. V,32,1). In 
the Odes of Solomon also "drunkenness" has a metaphorical meaning, 
"They (the evil powers, the Deceiver and Error) invite many to the 
wedding feast, and allow them the wine of their intoxication. So 
they cause them to vomit up their wisdom and their knowledge. Then 
they abandon them; and so they stumble about like mad and corrupted 
men. Since there is no understanding in them, neither· do they seek 
it" (Od. Sol. XXXVIII,12-15). 

94,27-29. You have come into being inside the bridal-chamber, and 
you have been illuminated in mind. 

The wording of the passage recalls the Gnostic conception of the 
Pleroma as the bridal-chamber from which the pneumatics derive 
their origin and to which they return. The OT and late Judaism 
use the imagery of Bridegroom and Bride for the relation between 
Jahveh and his people. 51 The NT contains the VUI.Hpio~-parables, 

referring to Jesus-Messiah and his followers. 52 The passage from Sit 
refers to the same relation and alludes to the Christians whose minds 
are illumined by the revelation of Christ. 53 The relation Jahveh-Israel 
of the OT is transmitted into the relation Christ-Christians in the NT. 

In the Pseudo-Clementines the imagery of the bridal-chamber is 
eschatological, " ... till the time of the marriage, which is the mani
festation of the world to come, he (God) has appointed a certain 
power, to choose out and watch over the good ones ... and to preserve 
them for his Son, set apart in a certain place ... , who are there being 
prepared ... as a bride adorned for the coming bridegroom" (Rec. 
IX,3,2). In the Odes of Solomon the present relation between Christ 
and his beloved one is alluded to, "I love the Beloved and I myself 
love him ... I have been married (to him), because the lover has found 
the Beloved. Because I love him that is the Son, I shall become a son" 
(Od. Sol. 111,5.7). "And I throw over them the yoke of my love. 

51 G. Kittel, TWNT IV, 1094,27 -1095,35. 
52 G. Kittel, TWNT IV, 1095,37f. 
53 Perhaps even a sacrament of the "bridal-chamber" could have been meant, 

cf. Gospel of Philip, NHC 11,65,12; 67,5.30; 69,27.37; 70,18, etc. 
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Like the arm of the bridegroom over the bride, so is my yoke over 
those who know me, and as the bridal feast is spread out by the bridal 
pair's home, so is my love by those who believe in me" (Od. Sol. XLII, 
7-9). The OT relation Jahveh-Sion is transferred to Jesus in the Epistula 
Apostolorum, "Behold, out of Syria will I (Jesus) begin to call together 
a new Jerusalem, and Sion will I subdue unto me, and it shall be 
taken, and the place which is childless shall be called the son and 
daughter of my Father, and my bride" (Ep. Ap. 33(44». Another 
passage refers to the parable of the virgins and the bridegroom (Mt. 
25,1-13), "And ye shall be like the wise virgins which watched and 
slept not, but went forth to the lord into the bride chamber. .. , for these 
are they of whom the prophet has spoken: Sons of God are they" 
(Ep. Ap. 43(54); Hos. 1,1O?). In the Acts of Thomas the idea of the 
celestial bridal-chamber is connected with Encratism: Those who did 
not marry in this world or at least kept their virginity will be united 
with the celestial bridegroom, "But ifye ... keep your souls chaste before 
God ... ye shall be without care, ... looking to receive that incorruptible 
and true marriage, and ye shall be therein groomsmen entering into 
that bride-chamber which is full of immortality and light" (Acts of 
Thorn I, c. 12; A.F.J. Klijn, The Acts of Thomas, 193f.). Mygdonia 
prefers the spiritual marriage with Christ (Encratite ideal) to the relation 
with her (pagan) husband, "Thou sawest that marriage; that was 
passing and here, and single, but that marriage continueth for ever," 
etc. (Acts of Thorn X, c. 124). 

96,1.2. For he who says, "I have many gods", is godless. 

The combatting of polytheism is more current in the OT than in 
the NT. In his debates with Simon in the Pseudo-Clemen tines, Peter 
also touches on the question of polytheism, "Again, the terrible serpent 
suggests this supposition to you, to think and to say that very thing 
which most of you do say; viz., We know that there is one Lord of all, 
but there are also gods" (Hom. X,14,1). Simon offers a false exegesis 
of Gn 1,26 and says, "But I maintain that the scriptures believed in 
amongst the Jews say that there are many gods, and that God is 
not angry at this, because he has himsdf spoken of many gods in his 
scriptures" (Hom. XVI,5,3; cf. XVI,6,7). Peter replies: "One is he 
who said to his Wisdom 'Let us make man'" (Hom. XVI,12,l). Peter 
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further explains that the plural in Gn 1,26 refers to God and his Wisdom, 
and concludes, "We know that there is only one who has made the 
heavens and the earth, the God of the Jews, and of all who choose to 
worship him" (Hom. XVI, 14,4). 

96,30. This (Christ) is your king and father. 

Christ receives predicates that belong to God in the OT. In the NT 
Christ is nowhere called "father", although sometimes he comes very 
near to God (In 10,30; 14,9). In the OT "Father" is one of the most 
frequent names of God (Kittel, TWNT V,969 f.). In Sit Christ is also 
called "God" (Sit Ill,S). In the case of Jewish Christianity we have 
to distinguish different branches. Thus in the Pseudo-Ctementines there 
is a clear subordination of Christ to God since in them Christ is 
mainly "the Prophet". Peter says, "Our Lord did not proclaim himself 
to be God, but he pronounced blessed him who called him the Son 
of that God" (Hom. XVI,15,2). The one who is "begotten cannot 
be compared with that which is unbegotten" (Hom. XVI,16,1), "nor 
can it be asserted that he is of the same substance" (Hom. XVI,16,3). 
Among the Ebionites there was an adoptionist Christology: Christ 
was not the Son of God by his birth through the Holy Spirit but 
on account of the fact that the dove of the Spirit descended upon 
him at the occasion of his baptism in the river Jordan. 54 "Therefore 
they assert that Jesus has been brought forth from the seed of man, 
and has been elected, and that in this way, by election, by him has 
been named 'Son of God', while Christ from above descended on him 
in the figure of a dove" (Epiphanius, Pan. 30,16,3). The Jerusalem 
community of Jewish Christians was more orthodox. 55 According 
to Epiphanius there is even a group among the Ebionites who accept 
a position for Christ which is on a level with that of God: "But 
others among them say that he (Christ) is from above and was created 
before all things, that he is a spirit and stands above the angels and 
is lord of all and that he is called Christ and has been chosen for all 
eternity" (Epiphanius, Pan. 30,3,4).56 

54 P. Vielhauer, Neutest Apokr I, 100-102, Danielou, 17, according to the Ebio
nites Christ is a prophet, not Son of God. 

55 M. Simon, Aspects du Judeo-Christianisme, Paris 1965, 5. 
56 Klijn-Reinink, 179. 
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We may assume that the orthodox congregation of Jerusalem con
sidered Christ to be a revelation of the God of the OT. As Jews 
they kept to a strict monotheism, so that Christ could not be a second 
god but had to be God himself. In that case every predicate of God 
occurring in the OT could also be used of Christ. Thus we find in 
Jewish Christian writings frequent evidence that Christ was named 
"father" like the God of the OT. However strange it may seem to 
be, if the Son of God is the image of the Father, he can be designated 
by the name "Father". In the Epistula Apostolorum the disciples say 
to Jesus while speaking with him after his resurrection: "Lord, thou 
art our father" (Ep.Ap. 41(52), Ethiopic version). Thomas preaches, 
"For this is the Lord and God of all, even Jesus Christ whom I preach, 
and he is the father of truth (1tU't11P a) .. T]ElEia<;), in whom I have taught 
you to believe" (Acts of Thom II, c. 26). From this passage it is clear 
that Christ is designated "father" because he is "God". "This is the 
Father of the height and the Lord of nature and the Judge: he came 
of the greatest, the only-begotten son of the deep; and he was called 
the son of Mary the virgin, and was termed the son of Joseph the 
carpenter" (Acts ofThom XII, c. 143). It was not considered inconsistent 
for Jesus to be called "father" and "son" in the same passage. "Jesus 
said, 'When you see one who was not born of woman, prostrate 
yourselves on your faces and worship him. That one is your Father'" 
(Gospel of Thom, Log. 15; 35,27-31). These instances are sufficient 
to prove that among Jewish Christians Jesus as the revelation of the 
Father was himself named "Father". 

90,33 -91 ,1. [Accept] Christ, [this true friend], as a good teacher. 
96,32 - 97,1. (96,19.20, Accept Christ. .. ) This divine teacher is with [you] 

always. 
110,17.18. (110,14, Know who is Christ ... ) He is also God and Teacher. 

One thinks first of all of the NT title olMcrKUAo~ for Christ. Further 
it is obvious that in Sit, which is composed in the manner of a document 
of Jewish Chokma, Christ is conceived as a teacher of wisdom. In this 
Hellenistic writing Christ, as the Logos, shares the epithet "teacher" 
with the Myo~ i.e. human reason (Sil 85,26). 

It is not surprising that in the Pseudo-Clemen tines, where Christ is 
first and foremost a prophet (Hom. XVII,6,3), he also is conceived 
of as a teacher. A prophet is not a mediator or a saviour, but an inspired 



SILVANUS AND JEWISH CHRISTIANITY 529 

person who instructs people concerning the will of God. "And having 
ascertained him to be the Prophet, we must undoubtedly follow the 
other words of his teaching" ('tOi~ AOt1toi~ 'ti1~ oloacrKaAia~ au'tOu 
MyOl~; Hom. 11,11,1). On account of his superior knowledge Christ 
is qualified to reveal the truth. "Now the Prophet of the truth is he who 
always knows all things past as they were, things present as they are, 
things future as they shall be, sinless, merciful, alone entrusted with 
the declaration of the truth" (Hom II 6,1). Christ receives the title of 
"teacher", "For the teacher himself, being nailed to [the cross], prayed 
to the Father that the sins of those who slew him might be forgiven" 
(Hom. XI,20,4; ibid., 28,4). "The teacher himself said this" (Hom. 
XX,9,2). "He (Christ) is a "teacher of truth" (Ree. 1,16,7). 

In the Epistula Apostolorum the saving work of Christ is conceived 
primarily in terms of transmission of doctrine. 57 Jesus says, "I am 
your teacher (Ethiopic version), even he, 0 Peter, whom thou didst 
deny thrice" (Ep. Ap. 11(22)). 

From all this one should not conclude that Christ in Sil is mainly a 
teacher. He is equally a saviour of whom it is said that he vanquished the 
powers of the Adversary, "that he might die for you as a ransom for 
your sin" (Sill04,12.l3). 

97,1-3. He (Christ) is a helper (polle6~), and he meets you because 
of the good which is in you. 

114,14-16. Your judge (in the context, Christ) helps (you) completely 
since he wants you to be victorious. 

Both passages would appear to have a somewhat "synergistic" 
flavour, since man for his part first demonstrated a way of life guided 
by his faculties of mind and reason, and appeared to be willing to 
fight the battle against the passions and the powers of the Adversary. 
In the NT the epithet "helper" used of God and Christ is rather rare, 
while it frequently occurs in the LXX as an epithet of Jahveh (Kittel, 
TWNTI 627; Ps 9,35; 29,11), and also in later Judaism, e.g. in Josephus 
and Philo. 

The aspect of Christ as helper occurs several times in the Odes of 
Solomon. 58 "For there is a helper for me, the Lord" (Od. Sol. VII,3). 

57 M. Hornschuh, PTS 5,32. 
58 A. F. J. Klijn, Edessa, 59; The Acts of Thomas, 235; VC IS, 1961, 153. 
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"For the right hand of the Lord is with you and he will be your helper" 
(Od. Sol. VIII,6). "Because he cast off my bonds from me, and my 
helper lifted me up according to his compassion and his salvation" 
(Od. Sol. XXI,2). "Thou art the right hand of salvation and my helper" 
(Od. Sol. XXV,2). Further the Acts of Thomas characterize Christ as a 
helper. He supports his servants in the contest (cf. Sil 114,14-16): 
"0 Jesus Christ ... , defender and helper (btalllmop Kat 1301l8o~) in 
the tight of thine own servants, turning away and scaring the enemy 
from us, that tightest in many battles for us and makest us conquerors 
in all" (Acts of Thorn IV,c.39). "0 God, Jesus Christ, Son of the living 
God, redeemer and helper, refuge and rest of all that labour in thy work" 
(Acts of Thorn VI, c. 60). In this passage it is remarkable that Christ is 
addressed as "God", a usage which also occurs in Si/llO,17.1S. One 
might also compare: "Now the man who is the helper (1301l8ov av<>pa) 
I call the true Prophet, and he alone is able to enlighten the souls of men, 
so that with our own eyes we may be able to see the way of eternal 
salvation" (Pseudo-Clementines, Hom. 1,19,1). In this case the helper 
does not exclude but rather stimulates man's own activity. "I am 
the hope of them that despair, the helper of them that have no saviour" 
(Ep. Ap. 21(32)). 

The use of the epithet "helper" for Christ is a clear example of 
the transfer of an OT designation of God to Jesus Christ. Sometimes 
he is, in that connection, also addressed as "God". It might be that 
the name "helper" for Christ was not very popular in ancient Christianity 
on account of its synergistic overtones. For the Jewish Christian, how
ever, it was a very acceptable name because it expressed the identity 
of Christ with the God of the OT. The occurrence of the epithet 
"helper" for Christ is evidence that the author of Sit could have been 
in touch with Jewish Christian tradition. 

97,10-17. And a foolish man does not guard against speaking (a) mystery. 
A wise man, (however,) does not blurt out every word, but he will be 
discriminating toward those who hear. Do not mention everything in the 
presence of those whom you do not know. 

Sil is aware of the antithesis between the wise man and the fool 
frequent in wisdom literature in general and particularly in Jewish 
Chokma. Here the foolish man is depicted as one whose speech is 
unthoughtful. The same point of view occurs in Sirach. "A man 
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(full) of tongue (YAwaaro<>T]C;) is dangerous in the city and he who 
is hasty in speech is detested" (Sirach 9,18). "Then he who is silent 
is wise ... One keeps silence and is accounted wise and another is 
despised for his much talking .. , He who is abundant in word is 
abhorred" (Sirach 20,1.5.8). 

97,18.19. Have a great number of friends, but not counsellors. First, 
examine your counsellor, for do not honor anyone who flatters. 

The admonition to be careful in choosing friends also occurs in Sirach. 
"Let those that are at peace with thee be many, but thy confidant 
one in a thousand." "If thou makest a friend test him, and be not in 
haste to trust him ... And there is a friend that turneth to an enemy ... 
Separate thyself from thine enemies, and be on thy guard against 
thy friends" (Sirach 6,6.7.9.13). "Every counsellor pointeth (with) the 
hand, but there is he that counselleth a way to suit himself. Beware 
of the counsellor and inform thyself beforehand what is his interest" 
(Sirach 37,7.8). 

97,30-98,5. Do not trust anyone as a friend, for this whole world has 
come into being deceitfully, and every [man] is troubled [in vain]. All things 
[of] the world are not profitable, but they happen in vain. There is no one 
not even a brother (who is trustworthy), since each one is seeking his own 
advantage. 

There are problems about the meaning of this passage. Sit cannot 
mean to say that the creator has made a mistake, since he says else
where (Sil 116,5-9), "Let no one ever say that God is ignorant. For 
it is not right to place the creator of every creature in ignorance." 
Probably he only wishes to say, having become pessimistic because 
he has been disappointed in men, that the present world has become 
deceitful. 

The Ebionites too had an anticosmic view which attracted them to 
Encratism. In a monistic fashion they asserted that God had appointed 
two kings, the Evil One as the ruler of this world, and the Saviour 
as the ruler of the world to come. Therefore this visible world was 
under the influence of the Devil only (Epiphanius, Pan. 30,16,2.3). 
In some way the Evil One was the instrument of God. Needless to say 
Sil is not of this opinion, since it considers the Devil to be the Adversary 
of Christ in the spiritual battle which is going on. Sil's view does 
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not result in an absolute denial of the world, but only in warnings 
against evil and in summoning to the fight against evil. His world
pessimism in this passage is a reinforcement of his warnings against 
choosing one's friends too easily. 

Sometimes we find in Jewish Christian literature the assertion of 
the general immorality of men. "For by nature all men were foolish and 
had no perception of God" (Wisd. of Sol. 13,1). The Gospel of Thomas 
is anticosmic, an attitude which in this case could reflect Encratite 
and perhaps even Gnostic influence. "You, then, be on your guard 
against the world" (Gospel of Thorn., Log. 21; 37,10.11). "If you do 
not fast as regards the world, you will not find the Kingdom" (Gospel 
of Thorn., Log 27; 38,17.18). "Whoever finds the world and becomes 
rich, let him renounce the world" (Log. 110; 51,4.5). "Whoever finds 
himself is superior to the world" (Log. Ill; 51,10.11). However, 
we cannot say that we find this type of world-renunciation in Silo 

The same negative evaluation of the world in connection with the 
untrustworthiness of men occurs in Sil98, 1 0-20, "For everyone proceeds 
deceitfully, while the whole earth is full of suffering and pain - things 
in which there is no profit. If you wish to pass your life in quiet, 
do not keep company with anyone. And if you do keep company 
with them, be as if you do not. Be pleasing to God, and you will not 
need anyone". This almost seems to be a misanthropic attitude. In 
some respects one could compare these lines with the "solitary one" 
of the Gospel of Thomas (Log. 4,16,23,49,75).59 The ambivalence 
displayed by Sil in regard to the world is also found in the Odes 
of Solomon. On the one hand there is pessimism: "When everything 
will perish that is visible, I shall not escape" (Od. Sol. V,14). On 
the other hand there is optimism: "He has founded and made creation, 
and there is nothing outside the Lord, because he existed before there 
was anything. And the world came into being through his word and 
through the thoughts of his heart" (Od. Sol. XVI,12.l8.19).60 

98,20-28. Live with Christ, and he will save you. For he is the true light 
and the sun of life. For just as the sun which is manifest and makes light 
for the eyes of the flesh, so Christ illuminates every mind and the heart. 

59 A. F. J. Klijn, Edessa, 74, 75. In that work, however, it refers to the unmarried. 
60 A. F. J. Klijn, Edessa, 62. 
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99,9-15. So it is with the sun which is in heaven, all of whose rays extend 
to places on the earth. Similarly, Christ has a single being, and gives light 
to every place. 

101,13-21. But it is impossible to look at Christ as at the sun. God sees 
everyone; no one looks at him. But Christ without being jealous receives 
and gives. He is the light of the Father, as he gives light without being 
jealous. In this manner he gives light to every place. 

Christ as the shining sun occurs in the early hymn quoted by Paul 
(Eph 5,14), "Christ will shine upon you." Christ's epiphany is depicted 
as a sunrise, "He shall shine forth as the sun on earth, and shall remove 
all darkness from under heaven" (Test. Levi XVIII,3.4).61 Christ's 
epiphany inaugurates a struggle between light and darkness. "As the 
sun is the joy to them who seek its daybreak, so is my joy in the 
Lord; because he is my sun, and his rays have lifted me up, and 
his light has dismissed all darkness from my faith... The thought 
of knowledge I have acquired" (Od. Sol. XV,1.2.5). Christ spreading 
light like the sun means illumination for the human mind. 62 Christ 
miraculously spreads light for prisoners in jail, but it is spiritual 
enlightenment which is being alluded to, "Jesus our illuminator, for 10, 
the children of darkness have made us sit in darkness; but thou, 
our Lord, enlighten us with the light of thy nature" (Acts of Thorn. 
XIII, c. 153). Christ says of his final parousia, "I shall come like the 
sun when it is risen, and my brightness will be seven times the bright
ness thereof' (Ep. Ap. 16(27)). There might be some attempt here 
to vie with the solar cult of the Hellenistic world. According to the 
Pseudo-Clemen tines the true Prophet (= Christ) "is able to enlighten 
the souls of men" (Hom. 1,19,1). "For this is peculiar to the Prophet, 
to declare the troth, even as it is peculiar to the sun to bring the day" 
(Hom. 11,6,2). 

In Sil the imagery of Christ as the sun refers to his omnipresence, but 
also, as in the quotations just mentioned, to his revelatory activity. 
Finally it should be noted that, in the OT, God is symbolically called 
"Sun" (Ps. 84,12; 89,37; Mal. 4,2). 

99,5-7. For everything which is manifest is a copy of that which is hidden. 

61 Danielou, 240. 
62 A. F. J. Klijn, Edessa, 56. 
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This Platonic statement is comparable with the passage: "The 
pattern of that which is below is that which is above" (Od. Sol. XXXIV, 
4). 

99,31-100,4. For do not think in your heart that God exists [in a] place 
(t01tOe;). If you localize the [Lord of] all in a place (t01tOe;), then it is 
fitting for you to say that the place (t01tOe;) is more exalted than he who 
dwells in it. For that which contains is more exalted than that which is 
contained. 

Here God's transcendence is being treated in Platonic fashion. In 
a similar way the Pseudo-Clementines demonstrate that God, the 
Unbegotten, is one, since he cannot be bordered by another outside 
him. "We call him God whose peculiar attributes cannot belong to 
the nature of any other; for, as he is called the Unbounded (U1tEPUV
tO~) because he is boundless ({i1tElpO~) on every side, it must of 
necessity be the case that it is no other one's peculiar attribute to be 
called unbounded, as another cannot in like manner be boundless ... , 
for two things boundless on every side cannot exist, for the one 
is bounded by the other" (Hom. XVI,17,1). "And if he has a figure, 
how is he not limited (1tEPlOPl(f'tO~)? And if limited, he is in a place. 63 

But if he is in a place, he is less than the space which encloses" (tOU 
1tEPlEXOV'tO~ ulnav 't01tOU; Hom. XVII,3,S.6). 

100,23-29. You cannot know God through anyone except Christ who 
has the image of the Father, for this image reveals the true likeness in 
correspondence to that which is revealed. 

111,15.16.0 Christ, King who has revealed to men the Great Divinity. 
113,4. He is the spotless mirror of the working of God, and he is the 

image of his goodness. 

One might compare with this Mt. 11,27; Col. 1,lS. 
In the Gospel of Thomas Christ is predominantly the revealer of 

the divine world who grants the knowledge of the invisible Father. 64 

"I shall give you what no eye has seen and what no ear has heard 
and what no hand has touched and what has never occurred in the 
human mind" (Gospel of Thorn., Log. 17; 36,S-9). The works of Jesus 

63 Or: "in space", tv 'tOTti!>, the same expression as in Silo 
64 A.F.1. Klijn, VC 15, 1961, 153, dealing with the theology of the Gospel of 

Thomas. 
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are not mentioned. We cannot say that this holds true of Sil, since 
Christ's contest against the powers of the Adversary and his expiatory 
death are mentioned. 

In other Jewish Christian writings also Christ is the revealer. This 
we find in the Pseudo-Clemen tines : "Hence ... , if you would know 
the things pertaining to God, you have to learn them from him alone. 
because he (Christ) alone knows the truth" (Hom. 11,12,1). "For if it 
belongs to the Son, who arranged heaven and earth, to reveal his 
unrevealed Father to whomsoever he wishes... When it is said that 
the Son will reveal him to whom he wishes, it is meant that such an 
one is to learn of him not by instruction, but by revelation only" 
(Hom. XVIII,6,1.3). "For to whom is it reasonable that the Father 
should give a revelation, but to his only Son, because he knows 
him to be worthy of such revelation?" (Hom. XVIII, 10,5). And in 
the Odes of Solomon we find: "He has allowed him to appear to them 
that are his own; in order that they may recognize him that made 
them. For towards knowledge he has set his way" (ad. Sol. VII,12). 
"For the Word of the Lord investigates that which is invisible, and 
reveals his thought" (ad. Sol. XVI,8). Although the idea that Christ 
annihilates ignorance and gives knowledge of God through revelation 
occurs in Sil, this is by no means the only or the most important 
way in which he acts as a Saviour. 

101,9-12. Everything is in God, but God is not in anything. Now what 
is it to know God? God is all which is in the truth. 

101,22-24. And all is Christ, he who has obtained all from the Existent 
One. For Christ is all, apart from (his) incorruptibility. 

102,5-7. Christ is all. He who does not possess all is unable to know 
Christ. 

102,9. The God of all. 
106,28-30. Entrust yourself to this one who became all for your sake. 
115,16-19. For all dwell in God, (that is) the things which have come 

into being through the Word, which is the Son as the image of the Father. 

The Coptic TTTHpq usually renders the Greek 'tel 1telV'tU,65 which 
often refers to the entire creation. When Sil says "God is all", 
this certainly cannot have a pantheistic meaning. The entire passage 

65 W. E. Crum, Coptic Dictionary, 1939, 424a. A. H. B. Logan, The Meaning of the 
Term, "the All", in Gnostic Thought, in Stud. Patr. XIV, 203-208. 
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which precedes SilI01,9-12 is to demonstrate that God is not in a place 
and cannot be contained. Sil's idea of God obviously refers to a 
transcendent being. If "the all" refers to the created world, Sit 106, 
28-30 must relate to the incarnation. That Christ "became all" means 
that Christ accepted a human form and became a part of the created 
world. "How many likenesses did Christ take on because of you? 
Although he was God, he [was found] among men as a man" (Sit 
103,31-104,1). That "Everything is in God" could mean that God 
has the whole world in his hand. The statement that "Christ is all", 
might also make us think of a passage like Si1106,21 f., where a number 
of names of Christ are mentioned, "Tree of Life, Wisdom, Word, 
Life, Power, Door", etc. Sil 101,22-24 could refer to Christ becoming 
a part of the corruptible world, though he himself is not corruptible. 
The passage in Sil 115,16-19 also evidently refers to the created world 
which is under the power and the guidance of God. 

With Sil101,9 we might compare Odes of Solomon XVI,18, "And 
there is nothing outside the Lord, because he was before anything 
came to be". Sirach XLIII is a long description of the glory of God 
in nature, "The beauty of the (heavenly) height is the pure firmament. .. 
the sun when he goes forth makes heat to shine" (vs. 1.2, etc.). This 
passage ends with the words, "And the conclusion of the matter is: 
He is all" (to nav tcrn v ulYt6<;; Sirach XLIII,27),66 which is explained 
by the editors thus: "Ben-Sira wishes to show that God is to be 
discovered in all his works; the very definite personality which he 
always imputes to God as the All-God proves that he was entirely 
free from all pantheistic tendencies." The same holds true of Silo 
In Sirach XLIII a sharp distinction is made between God and his works. 
With Sil 106,28-30 we could compare an instance from the Epistula 
Apostolorum in which Christ during his descent from heaven to earth 
puts on the figure of an angel in order to pass the angels and 
powers in the heavens incognito. "And so wrought I the likenesses 
by my wisdom; for I became all things in all, that I might praise the 
dispensation of the Father and fulfill the glory of him that sent me 
and return to him" (Ep. Ap. 13(24». Here also Christ took on forms 

66 Cf. the introduction in Charles, Apocrypha OT J, 303, by G. H. Box and W. O. E. 
Oesterley. 
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which were fitted for his descent and differed from the state of 
heavenly glory which he possessed along with the Father. We might 
also recall the forms of Christ enumerated in the preceding passage: 
"Tree of Life, Wisdom", etc. Cf. Sil 117,9-13, "For he is the Ruler 
of Faith and the Sharp Sword, having become all for everyone 
because he wishes to have mercy on everyone". Here also two names 
of Christ precede the term "all". 

Further the statement that Christ is the all occurs in the Gospel of 
Thomas, which might suggest the influence of Jewish Christian tradition. 
"Jesus said, 'It is I who am the light which is above them all. It is 
I who am the all. From me did the all come forth, and to me did 
the all extend. Split a piece of wood, and I am there. Lift up the 
stone, and you will find me there" (Gospel of Thorn., Log. 77; 46,23-28). 
Although some of the phraseology sounds pantheistic, the idea is not, 
because Christ as the light transcends everything. The meaning is 
rather that everything depends on Christ as the creative Word and 
that the created world finds in him its final destiny. 

101,17-21. But Christ without being jealous (<p8ovdv) receives and gives. 
He is the Light of the Father, as he gives light without being jealous. 
In this manner he gives light to every place. 

This passage deals with the revelatory activity of Christ who makes 
it possible for men to know the Father. It is striking that the same 
expression "without jealousy" occurs very often in the Odes of Solomon 
with the meaning that God is generous about communicating his 
love to men in order that they may know him.67 "And I shall be no 
stranger, because there is no jealousy with the Lord Most High and 
Merciful" (Od. Sol. III,6). "For there is a helper for me, the Lord. 
He has generously (lit. without jealousy) shown himself to me in his 
simplicity" (Od. Sol. VII,3). "And according to his generosity he gave 
to me ... I put on incorruption through his name" (Od. Sol. XV,7.8). 
All the passages refer to the abundant mercy of God who wishes 
to save men and gives his love without limit. In Sil also the subject 
is God's saving activity through Christ. 

67 w.e. van Unnik, De acp90viu van God in de oudchristelijke literatuur, Mededelingen 
van de Koninklijke Vlaarnse Akademie van Wetenschappen, Klasse der Letteren XXXIII, 
1971,4, Brussel 1971; A.F.J. Klijn, Edessa, 56. 
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In the Epistula Apostolorum Christ answers his disciples that he will 
answer without restriction those of their questions which testify their 
little belief. "But what ye will, tell it me, and I myself will tell you 
without grudging" (oY<9N r<t>eON€I; Ep. Ap. 24(35». 

In the martyrdom of Thomas the apostle expresses his trust in 
Christ, whom he is about to meet as his merciful judge. "The day 
appointed has drawn near for me to go and receive my recompense 
from my Lord and God ... , for he is not grudging nor envious (q>90VEp6C;), 
but rich in his gifts" (Aets of Thom., Martyrdom c. 159). The attitude 
of Christ is the opposite of the Devil's envy towards Adam. 68 

101,26.27. For if you consider sin, it is not a reality (ouafa). 

This recalls Platonic thought according to which matter is a Ill] 
av. Thus, according to the Pseudo-Clementines, evil has no substance. 
This is an answer to the question of how God could be responsible 
for the origin of evil in the world, and so it is a sort of theodicy. 
"But if anyone, proceeding more curiously, inquire: What then was 
the use of God's making these evil things, which should have so great 
a tendency to subvert minds of men? To one proposing such a 
question, we answer that we must first of all inquire whether there 
is any evil in substance... We say absolutely that there is no evil 
in substance (in substantia nihil est malum). But if this be so, then the 
Creator of substance is vainly blamed" (Ree. IV,23,1-4). Thus this 
demonstration was intended as a theodicy: God cannot be accused 
of being responsible for evil which in fact is nothing. In the same 
way it is asserted that ignorance is a non-entity, and therefore easy 
to overcome. "For ignorance, as we have said, is a great evil; but 
because it has no substance it is easily dispelled by those who are 
in earnest. For ignorance is nothing else than not knowing what is 
good for us; once know this, and ignorance perishes" (Ree V,5,1-3). 
Ignorance is not itself a reality. Knowledge is, and ignorance is only 
lack of knowledge, so it has itself no substance. 

It would seem that this is an example not of Jewish thought, but 
of Platonic reasoning both in the Pseudo-Clemen tines and in Silo 

68 A. F. J. Klijn, The Acts of Thomas 238, 301. 
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102,1-4. So it is with Christ: if, on the one hand, he is comprehensible, 
on the other he is incomprehensible with respect to his actual being 
(U1tO(Hacrt~). 

113,13. For he is an incomprehensible Word. 
116,12-23. So, there is no other one hidden except God alone. But he is 

revealed to everyone, and yet he is very hidden. He is revealed because 
God knows all ... Now he is hidden because no one perceives the things 
of God. For it is incomprehensible and unsearchable to know the counsel 
of God. Furthermore it is difficult to comprehend him and to find Christ. 

The difficulty dealt with by this passage is the incomprehensibility of 
Christ. Sit's main conception is that God is hidden and incomprehensible 
(which is related to his transcendency), but that Christ, as the image 
of the Father, reveals him and makes him known. The context of Sit 
102,1-4 suggests that Christ has two paradoxical aspects: he is hidden 
and he is revealed, "he is in deficiency, yet he is without deficiency" 
(Sit 101,34). To the extent that he is incarnate and has a human form 
he is comprehensible. But Christ still remains God and to that extent 
incomprehensible. The same ambivalence holds true of God. On the 
one hand he is incomprehensible, "It is difficult for men to comprehend 
God" (Sit 100, 16.17). But it is possible to know him to a certain extent. 
"[With respect to power] he (God) is in every place, but with respect to 
divinity, he is in no place. So, then, it is possible to know God a little" 
(Sit 100,34-101,5). Insofar as God's "power" works in the visible 
world, it is possible to know something of God (cf. Rom. 1,20). 
Both God and Christ are incomprehensible according to their transcen
dent divine essence, and comprehensible as far as they reveal them
selves in some way in the visible world. 

In the Pseudo-ctementines Peter discusses with Simon the question, 
whether God could be confined to a definite form. Simon rejects 
this, because God, in that case, would be limited because he would 
be bound to space. Peter opposes this point of view, asserting that 
God extends himself to those who believe in him. Ther""fore God 
is not limited in respect of his own essence, but at the same time 
he is limited insofar as he assumes certain forms in those who are his. 
"This is the mystery of the hebdomad. For he himself (God) is the 
rest of the whole who grants himself as a rest to those who imitate 
his greatness within their little measure. For he is alone, sometimes 
comprehensible (lCU"tUAT]1t"tO<;), sometimes incomprehensible (UlCU"tU-
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":r]1t'tO~), [sometimes limitable (m;paV't6~)], sometimes illimitable (U1tt
pavto~), having extensions which proceed from him into infinity. For 
thus he is comprehensible and incomprehensible, near and far (tyyu~ 
Kat /laKpav), being here and there, as being the only existent one" 
(Hom. XVII,IO,I-3; cf. Jer 23,23.24; Acts 17,27). It may be that such 
thoughts about God's transcendence and immanence are to be traced 
back to OT passages in which it is said that God is in heaven as well 
as on earth (e.g. Deut. 4,39). 

There is an instance in the Gospel of Thomas of Christ's incomprehen
sibility. After the words of Jesus: "Tell me whom I am like", Thomas 
answers, "Master, my mouth is wholly incapable of saying whom 
you are like" (Log. 13; 35,3.4). The phenomenon just mentioned 
might be traced back to the Jewish Christian tendency to equate Christ 
with God. Insofar as Christ is God (cf. Sit 110,18.19, "This one, 
being God, became man for your sake") he shares the property of 
incomprehensibility with God. God's loftiness and incomprehensibility 
(Job 36,26; 41,24; Isa. 40,18.25) are common ideas in the OT and fit 
in with the OT accent on God's transcendence. 

102,13-16. Indeed, it is good to ask and to know who God is. Reason 
(A6yo~) and mind (vou~) are male names. 

With regard to the female element in God, see the notes on Si191, 
14-17. Sil, as a document of Hellenistic Christian theology, is deeply 
influenced by contemporary philosophy. In the case of the Stoa, this 
influence is rationalistic. Mind and reason are human rational faculties 
and they are also moral principles. They should guide man and suppress 
the animalistic passions. "The mind is the guide, but reason is the 
teacher" (Sil 85,25.26). The divine essence is also composed of these 
rational principles. 

In the Pseudo-Clemen tines there occurs a remarkable passage which 
deals with a well known problem, namely whether the world is ruled by 
a senseless automatic process or by the rational providence of God. 
"But some one will say that these things are done by nature (a natura 
fieri). Now, in this, the controversy is about a name. For while it is 
evident that it is a work of mind and reason (mentis esse et rationis 
opus), what you call nature, I call God the Creator. It is evident that 
neither the species of the bodies, arranged with so many distinctions, 
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nor the faculties of minds, could or can be made by irrational and sense
less work" (Rec. VIII,20,1). "For if they think nature is irrational 
(naturam inrationabilem), it is most foolish to suppose that a rational 
creature can proceed from an irrational creator. But if it is Reason 
- that is Logos (si vero ratio est, id est logos) - by which it appears 
that all things were made, they change the name without purpose, 
when they make statements concerning the reason of the Creator" 
(Rec. VIII,34,7.8). "That all things that we see, inasmuch as they 
consist in a certain proportion, and art, and form, and species, must 
be believed to have been made by intelligent power (sapiente virtute), 
but if it be mind and reason (mens et ratio) that has formed them, it 
follows that the world is governed by the providence of the same 
reason (rationis ipse providentia)... But it follows that if God and 
mind (deus ac mens) is the creator of all things, he must also be just" 
(Rec. VIII,39,3-5). From the rational character of the order of nature 
the conclusion is drawn that the Creator of nature himself should 
be Mind and Reason, which are precisely the names of God which 
occur in Silo This is not a case of Jewish Christianity particularly, 
but it shows that both the Pseudo-Clementines and Sil were under 
the influence of contemporary - in this case mainly Stoic (although 
the term "mind" is more reminiscent of Platonism) - philosophy. 

103,14.15. Do not cease walking in the way of Christ. 
103,25.26. Accept Christ the narrow way. (For he is oppressed and bears 

ailliction for your sin). 
118,5-7. God's way is always profitable. 

The expression "way" sometimes refers to the Christian's way of 
life, sometimes Christ himself is the way. He himself went the narrow 
way of the cross as a ransom for the sin of men. The theme of 
Christ himself as the way recalls in 14,6. In the LXX 6M~ chiefly 
renders the Hebrew term :I'll. In the LXX "the way" can refer to 
man's way of life in obedience to God. 69 In the OT the Torah is 
the way to God, a function which has been transferred to Jesus in the 
NT. 70 The idea of the "way" of salvation is deeply rooted in the ~T. 

This conception of the way is found in the Odes of Solomon. "My 
joy is the Lord and my course is towards him. This path of mine 

69 G. Kittel, TWNT V,50f. 
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is beautiful" (Od. Sol. VII,2). "And I ran in the way in his peace, in the 
way of truth" (Od. Sol. XI,3). "Raging rivers are (like) the power of 
the Lord ... But those who cross them in faith shall not be disturbed ... 
because the sign on them is the Lord, and the sign is the way for those 
who cross in the name of the Lord ... And the way has been appointed 
for those who cross over after him (Lord Messiah), and for those 
who adhere to the path of his faith" (Od. Sol. XXXIX, 1.5.7. 13). 
In this passages the Lord is virtually himself the way as in In 14,6 
and Sil 103,25.26. 

The true Prophet (Jesus Christ) "alone is able to enlighten the souls of 
men, so that with our own eyes we may be able to see the way of 
eternal salvation" (Pseudo-Clemen tines, Hom. 1,19,1). "Minister ye in 
the way that is direct and narrow and strait".71 The idea of the two 
ways was already well known in Jewish tradition. 72 

103,30-32. For who is your guide into the darkness? 

In the context this is a rhetorical question. The only answer is "Christ". 
In the OT the guide is God. 73 For Philo the ilyqlWV is Moses, the 
Logos or God himself. 74 In the Odes of Solomon Christ is a guide 
and a helper, 7 5 as also in the Acts of Thomas. "My Lord and my God, 
that travellest with thy servants, that guidest and correctest them 
that believe in thee".76 "Be unto them (,0 Jesus,) a guide (68TJYOC;) 
in the land of error" (Acts of Thorn. XIII, c. 156). 

The concept of Christ as the guide is to be traced back to the OT 
and to Jewish Christianity. The epithet of "the guide" is a good example 
of a designation of God transferred by Jewish Christians to Christ. 

103,32 - 104,1. How many likenesses did Christ take on because of you. 

This refers to the different appearances of Christ during the incar-

70 G. Kittel, TWNT V,85,37. 
71 €T .... A.l(,Z; cf. Sil103,26 €T .... O.l(,Z; Ep. Ap. 24(35); Coptic Version XVIII, I I. 
72 G. Kittel, TWNT V,53,48ff. 
73 LXX 61iT1Y6~; see G. Kittel, TWNTV,102. 
74 G. Kittel, TWNT V,64. 
75 Od. Sol. VII,3; VIII,6; XIV,4; XXI,2; XXV,2; A. F. J. Klijn, The Acts of Thomas, 

48. 
76 0 ObT]YIDV Kat auSuvrov 'tOu~ d~ au'tov 1ttcJ'tEuov'ta~; Acts of Thorn. I, c. 10; 

cf. OT, in relation to God, Ps. 48,15; 139,10; 143,10; A.F.J. Klijn, The Acts of 
Thomas, 181, 182. 
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nation. The Acts of Thomas has a similar conception. "0 Jesus of 
many forms (1tOAOJ.10PCPE), glory to thee that appearest in the guise 
of our poor manhood" (Acts of Thorn. XIII, c. 153). "Thou wast 
named with names" (Acts of Thorn. V, c. 48). "Thus putting on names 
may be considered as an adaptation to man".?? As far as Christ can 
be "named" he is comprehensible, while the unnameable God remains 
incomprehensible. 

104,1-14. Although he (Christ) was God, he [was found] among men 
as a man. He descended to the Underworld. He released the chiidren of 
death. They were in travail, as the scripture of God has said. And he 
sealed up the (very) heart of it (the Underworld). And he broke its strong 
bows completely. And when all the powers had seen him, they fled so 
that he might bring you, wretched one, up from the Abyss, and might 
die for you as a ransom for your sin. He saved you from the strong 
hand of the Underworld. 

110,19 - 111,4. This one, being God, became man for your sake. It is 
this one who broke the iron bars (lloXA.6~) and bronze bolts. It is this 
one who attacked and cast down every haughty tyrant. It is he who loosened 
himself the chains of which he had taken hold. He brought up the poor 
from the Abyss and the mourners from the Underworld. It is he who 
humbled the haughty powers; he who put to shame haughtiness through 
humility; he who cast down the strong and the boaster through weakness; 
he who in his contempt scorned that which is considered an honor so that 
humility for God's sake might be highly exalted; (and) he who has put 
on humanity. 

The wording of these passages has been derived partly from the OT.78 
The context makes it clear that Christ descended from heaven to this 
earth, which is conceived of as the Underworld, the realm of the 
Devil and his powers. It is probable that the climax of the struggle 
took place on the cross. Those who were in travail were not those 
who were physically dead, but men who were dead in their ignorance 
with respect to God. 79 

The motif of the descent of Christ to the Underworld was very 
popular among Jewish Christians. What would be the destiny of 

77 A. F. J. Klijn, The Acts of Thomas, 243, in distinction from God, who "cannot 
be named", 242. 

78 Isa. 45,2; Ps. 9,14; 107,16 (LXX \06); Danielou, 269. M.L. Peel, The 'Descensus 
Ad In/eros' in 'The Teachings of Silvanus' (CG VIl,4), Numen XXVI, 23-49. 

79 cr. Sil89,13.l4, "What else is evil death except ignorance?" 
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the pious of the OT? Adam, Abraham, Isaak, Jacob and their family 
ought also to be saved. 80 In the Testaments of the XII Patriarchs 
a real descent to Shea I is involved. There is a genuine conflict with 
the Power who has the deceased of former days under his control. 
Hades is deprived of its prey. "And he (the Lord) shall make war 
against Beliar. .. And the captivity shall he take from Beliar [the souls 
of the saints]" (Test. Dan V,lO.l1). In Asc. Ies. too the battle is fought 
in Shea I (Asc. Ies. 8-10). A real descent into Hades is also encountered 
in the Epistula Apostolorum, "For to that end went I down unto the 
place of Lazarus, and preached unto the righteous and the prophets, 
that they might come out of the rest which is below and come up 
to that which is above" (Ep. Ap. 27(38». The passage continues with 
a reference to baptism which the believers should receive in order 
to escape the powers of Hades. The Acts of Thomas also deal with a 
real descent into Hades, "Jesus Christ, Son of compassion and perfect 
Saviour, Christ, Son of the living God, the undaunted power that 
hast overthrown the enemy, and the voice that was heard of the rulers, 
and made all their powers to quake, the ambassador that wast sent 
from the height and earnest down even unto hell, who didst open 
the doors and bring up thence them that for many ages were shut 
up in the treasury of darkness, and showdest then the way that leadeth 
up unto the height" (Acts of Thorn. I, c. 10).81 

Besides the literal interpretation there was in Jewish Christianity 
also a symbolical (demythologized?) interpretation of the descent of 
Christ, namely, his descent from heaven to earth, contending against 
the powers in the air and on earth in order to set free those destined 
to be his. Some clear examples occur in the Odes of Solomon. 82 "He 
gave me the way of his steps, and I opened the doors which were closed". 83 

"And I shattered the bars of iron (,.tOXA6~). For my own shackles 
had grown hot and melted before me. And nothing appeared closed 
to me, because I was the opening 84 of everything. And I went to all 

80 See Danielou, 257ff. 
81 See A. F. J. Klijn, The Acts of Thomas, 189 for parallels. 
82 A. F. J. Klijn, Edessa, 57.58. 
83 Od. Sol. XVII,6; the editor J. H. Charlesworth, p. 76, says "the present pass

age may refer to those who are bound by sin on earth"; cf. A. F. J. Klijn, Edessa, 
57,58. 

84 Cf. Sil 106,26, on Christ "the Door". 
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my bondsmen in order to loose them, that I might not leave anyone 
bound or binding. And I gave my knowledge generously and my 
resurrection through my love" (ad. Sol. XVII, 10-12). 85 The fact that 
Christ gives "knowledge" demonstrates that the scene is this earth 
conceived as "hell". Christ is speaking: "He who caused me to descend 
from on high, and to ascend from the regions below. And he who 
gathers what is in the Middle. 86 He who scattered my enemies ... " (ad. 
Sol. XXII,I-3). "Then the inhabitants were afraid ... and the chasms 
were opened and closed ... and they perished ... for they travailed 87 ... 
and the end of their travail was life ... And the Lord destroyed the 
devices of all those who had not the truth with them. For they were 
lacking in wisdom, they who exalted themselves in their mind".88 
Compare ad. Sol. XXXI,12 and Sit 110,31.32, "he who put to shame 
haughtiness through humility." A special case is ad. Sol. XLII, I I ff. 
"She61 saw me and was shattered and death ejected me and many 
with me. And I went down with it as far as its depth ... And I made a 
congregation of living among his dead. And those who had died ran 
towards me, and they cried out and said, 'Son of God, have pity 
on us ... and bring us out'''. A. F. J. Klijn 89 also includes this passage 
among those which interpret SheDI symbolically as this earth under 
the power of the Devil, but the views of Charlesworth 90 and of 
Danielou,91 that a real descent into the realm of the dead is involved, 
during which those who had died were rescued, is to be preferred. 

Danielou 92 asserts that the decisive battle against the powers of 
Hades took place upon the cross, and he presents this idea as an 
exegesis of Col 2,15. It may be that Sil's passage 104,10-13, "that he 
might bring you, wretched one, up from the Abyss, and might die 
for you as a ransom for your sin", also relates the liberation of the 
prisoners from the powers of Hades upon the cross. 

85 J. H. Charlesworth, 77, points to the Jewish belief in the resurrection. 
86 J. H. Charlesworth, 90: the earth. 
87 Cf. Sil. 104,2-5 "in travail". 
88 Cf. Si/llO,23.24 "haughty" tyrant; 110,29-32 "haughty powers"; Od. Sol. 

XXIV,3-11. 
89 A. F. J. Klijn, Edessa 57.58. 
90 P. 76, note II. 
9. P. 271. 
92 P. 258. 
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Sil's special interpretation of Christ's descent into Hades in order 
to release men from the infernal prison of this world as the incarnation 
is one of its most remarkable links with Jewish Christianity. 

104,15-19. But you, on the other hand, with difficulty give your basic 
choice (7tpOUipEcrt<;) to him with a hint that he may take you up with joy! 
Now the basic choice, which is humility of heart, is the gift of Christ. 

npoaipEcrt~ is the faculty of free choice. On the other hand, in order 
to strip it of every trace of merit, it is said that free choice is identical 
with humility, and that this human endowment ultimately is a gift of 
Christ's grace. It is also a mark of man's freedom and responsibility. 
Freedom is highly appreciated by Sil, "Release yourself from every 
bond so that you may acquire freedom when you cast out the desire" 
(Si/105,19-23). It is possible that in Jewish Christianity with its stress 
on obedience to the Law the "free will" received more attention than 
in Pauline Christianity with its accent on "grace". The word 1tpoai
PEcrt~ does not occur in the NT, whereas it is of some importance 
in the Stoa, where it means a "basic choice" which precedes every 
particular decision. 

In the Pseudo-Clemen tines the question is discussed whether God 
could not have created man in such a way that he would have been 
unable to sin. The counterargument is that man would not then 
have been responsible for his deeds and that morality would have 
had no value. "But, you say, God ought to have made us at first 
so that we should not have thought at all of such things. You who 
say this do not know what is free-will (to al)'tE~oUcrtOV), and how it 
is possible to be really good; that he who is good by his own choice is 
really good; but he who is made good by another under necessity is 
not really good, because he is not what he is by his own choice 
(ibig 1tpOatpEo"El). Since therefore everyone's freedom (€KUO"'WU EAEU-
8EpOV) constitutes the true good, and shows the true evil, God has 
contrived that friendship or hostility should be in each man by 
occasions" (Hom. XI,8,1-3).93 In Rec. IX,4 the idea is expressed that 

93 Cf. the Jewish conception of the good and evil ye$fr. In Rec. IX,4 the idea 
is expressed that the evil ruler of this world has been created in order that men 
would not do necessarily the good, but out of their own free choice. 
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the evil ruler of this world has been created in order that men would 
not do the good necessarily, but out of their own free choice. 

After relating the peculiar doctrine of the two kingdoms, the present 
evil kingdom under the evil king, and the future kingdom of heaven 
under the good king, both kings being appointed by God, the text 
continues with the remark that man is free to choose between the two 
kingdoms, "Man, therefore, he (God) created with free will, and 
possessing the capability of inclining to whatever actions he wishes" 
(Hom. XX,2.3). "The power of choice (arbitrii potestas) is the sense of 
the soul, possessing a quality by which it can be inclined towards 
what acts it wills" (Rec. 111,23,1). "But there are other things, in 
which there is a power of will (potestas voluntatis), and which have free 
choice (liberum arbitrium) doing what they will" (Rec. 111,24,5). First it 
is stated that God has subjected all things to good, but in such a way, 
that evil cooperates with good. God has also given evil a place in his 
system, but with a good intention. Man now has the opportunity 
of choice between good and evil, "and what is the account of his soul, 
and how the freedom of the will (libertas arbitrii) is in it" (Rec. III, 
75,10). How each one wishes to work in the mission among the Jews 
and the pagans is his own responsibility, "But the method of works 
is put into the power and will (potestati et arbitrio) of everyone, and 
this is their own; but to have an affection towards a teacher of truth, 
this is a gift of the heavenly Father" (Rec. IV,5,3). This means that 
conversion and belief ultimately are gifts of God's grace. 94 "Since 
man has been made possessed of free will (liberi arbitril), whether 
he shall hear us to life, or the demons to destruction" (Rec. IV,19,3). 
"But now, since it is free for the mind to turn its judgment to which 
side it pleases, and to choose the way which it approves, it is clearly 
manifest that there is in man a liberty of choice" (Rec. V,6,4). The 
frequency of this theme as illustrated by the quotations may demon
strate that the idea of free choice was important in Jewish Christianity. 

In Sirach too man's free will is insisted upon in order that God 
may not be held responsible for evil. "Say not: 'For God is my transgres-

94 On "gifts", see SiI88,29.30; 89,7-10; 104,19. 
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sion', for that which he hateth made he not ... God created man from 
the beginning and placed him in the hand of his inclination." 95 

104,31 - 105, l. It is a great and good thing not to love fornication 
(nopvcia) and not even to think of the wretched matter at all, for to think 
of it is death. 

105,8-17. Protect yourself lest you are burned by the fires of fornication. 
For many who are submerged in fire are its servants whom you do not 
know as your enemies. 0 my son, strip off the old garment of fornication 
and put on the garment which is clean and shining that you may be 
beautiful in it. 

The warning against fornication receives particular emphasis. This 
might suggest some degree of Encratite influence on Sil. Some branches 
of the Jewish Christians, such as the Ebionites, display an Encratite 
tendency. This could go so far as to assert that normal matrimony was 
fornication and that the solitary state was the ideal. 96 The Gospel of 
Thomas, for example, propagates celibacy. In Sil, however, there is 
no statement which exalts celibacy above the married state, and 
marriage as such is not rejected. Fornication is understood literally 
and does not refer to the normal married state. It occurs in the 
context of Sirs usual line of argument that man should not be guided 
by passions and live as an irrational animal. 

In the Pseudo-Clemen tines fornication belongs to a catalogue of 
vices, so that it has no Essene or Encratite overtones " ... there is evil 
instruction ... Thereby is error, then fearlessness, unbelief, fornication 
(1topvciu), covetousness", etc. (Hom 1,18,3). We might also compare 
the theme of the "fires" of fornication: "And desiring to increase this 
estimation of him (Ham, the first magician), he attempted these things 
again and again, until he was set on fire and consumed by the demon 
himself, whom he accosted with too great importunity" (Rec IV,27,5). 
"Hence also, by the friendship of demons, men are brought to dis
graceful and base deeds; hence, men proceed even to the destruction 
of life, either through the fire of lust ("per jlammam /ihidinis"), or 
through the madness of anger through excess of grief' (Rec. V,33,4). 

In the Acts of Thomas sexual intercourse as such is fornication 

95 8lU~OUA.lOV = yeH'r, here almost equivalent to free-will according to the editors 
G. H. Box and W. O. E. Oesterley in Charles, Apocrypha OT /,371; Sirach 15,11.14. 

96 G. Quispel, in VC 19, 1965,69.71. 



SILVANUS AND JEWISH CHRISTIANITY 549 

and it is preferable that even married persons keep their vlrgmity. 
In one case fornication is part of a catalogue of vices, so that matrimony 
is not rejected as fornication, "abstain from fornication and covetous
ness and the service of the belly: for under these three heads all 
iniquity cometh about" (Acts of Thorn. II, c. 28; it is possible that 
here also abstention from sexuality, property and food is meant). 
In another case a youth says that he wished a woman whom he loved 
to become his consort, but in chastity. The woman refused and he 
killed her. Thomas refers to normal matrimony when he says: "0 
insane union ... 0 unrestrained lust", etc. (Acts of Thorn. VI, c. 52). 
In the Testaments of the XII Patriarchs also "fornication" belongs 
to a catalogue of vices and does not refer to an Encratite rejection 
of matrimony. "First the spirit of fornication, ... the spirit of fighting, 
... the spirit of pride", etc. (Test. Reuben 3,3-5). As Sil deals with other 
vices as well "fornication" has no Encratite flavour, and is not singled 
out for particular emphasis. 

106,9-14. You were a temple, (but) you have made yourself a tomb. 
Cease being a tomb, and become (again) a temple, so that uprightness 
and divinity may remain in you. 

109,11-21. Let Christ alone enter your world, and let him bring to naught 
all powers which have come upon you. Let him enter the temple which 
is within you so that he may cast out all the merchants. Let him dwell 
in the temple which is within you, and may you become for him a priest 
and a Levite, entering in purity. 

For the biblical background, see Mt. 23,27; 1 Cor. 3,16; 6,19; In 
2,13-25. According to Sil ignorance, irrationality and the supremacy 
of animalistic passions mean the death of the proper human personality, 
so that man is a tomb. This can also be expressed by saying that man 
is the victim of the powers of the Adversary. The opposite of this 
is rational behaviour and acknowledgement of Christ as Lord. The 
mention of the priest and the Levite is a metaphor which could be 
comprehensible to Jewish Christians. According to Philo the human 
soul can be a shrine in which man serves as a priest, "the rational soul 
whose priest is the real man" (Som. 1,215). 

In the Acts of Thomas the metaphor of man being a temple of 
God or Christ is connected with the idea of purity through abstention 
from sexual intercourse, so that the divine indwelling is unimpeded. 
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"And know that as soon as you preserve yourselves from this filthy 
intercourse, you become pure temples, and are saved from affiictions". 97 

We cannot, however, say that Sit in this passage shows any Essene 
or Encratite influence. The passage refers rather to the admission 
of the powers of the Adversary (= irrational passions, etc.) into the 
soul. In his words to Mygdonia, the wife of Charisius, Thomas betrays 
an Encratite morality. "Abstain from adultery ... from theft ... cove
tousness ... vainglory" (Acts of Thorn. IX, c. 84). This means to all 
intents and purposes abstention from matrimony, from luxury, from 
property, etc. Mygdonia, the wife of a nobleman, who visits Thomas, 
should put off her precious garments, "For this attire that is put on 
shall not profit thee" (Acts of Thorn. IX, c. 88). He also rejects "the 
polluted intercouse" with her husband. "Jesus only abideth ever". 
"Holiness is the temple of Christ, and he that dwelleth in her getteth 
her for an habitation" (Acts of Thorn. IX, c. 86). Mygdonia says to 
Thomas: "Pray for me ... that ... I may become his (God's) dwelling 
plaee ... and also may receive the seal (baptism) and become a holy 
temple and he may dwell in me" (Acts of Thorn. IX, c. 87). In this 
case also being the temple for the indwelling God means absolute 
purity and abstention from the things of sensual life. This standpoint 
is much more radical than Sil's, although the idea of purity in con
nection with the imagery of the soul as a temple for Christ is present 
in both. 

106,21.22. For the Tree of Life is Christ. 

This identification of Christ and the Tree of Life (Gn. 2,9) would 
make good sense in Jewish Christianity. The cross of Christ as ~UA.oV 
Tfje; ~ffifje; occurs in second century Christian tomb paintings as a 
symbol of the triumph over death. 98 The cross being a wood of 
martyrdom and death, by the saving death of Christ, has been changed 
into the opposite, the tree of life. The Tree of Life was compared 
with the cross by the Apologists. 99 In Jewish Christianity the cross 

97 Acts of Thorn I c. 12; A. F. J. Klijn, The Acts of Thomas, 193, "in these Acts 
virginity is a condition to be saved". 

98 G. Kittel, TWNT V,40,41-46. 
99 Justin Martyr, dial. 86,1. 
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was identified with Christ himself. loo A link between Christ and the 
Tree of Life occurs in the Pseudo-Clemen tines in an explanation of 
the name "Christ", "Messiah", "the Anointed One". "He was the 
Son of God, and the beginning of all things, he became man. Him 
first God anointed with oil which was taken from the wood of the 
Tree of Life. From that anointing therefore he is called Christ" (Rec. 
1,45,4.5). 

106,23. He (Christ) is Wisdom (aocpia). For he is Wisdom; he is also 
the Word. 

107,9-12. The Wisdom of God became a type of fool for you so that 
it might take you up, 0 foolish one, and make you a wise man. 

112,33-35. 0 Merciful God. (It is) he (Christ) who has come from thy 
mouth and from thy heart, the Firstborn, the Wisdom. 

113,13-15. For he (Christ) is an incomprehensible Word, and he is Wisdom 
and Life. 

118,2.3. Accept the wisdom of Christ. 

For "wisdom" in Jewish writings, see Kittel, TWNT VII,497 ff., 
in the NT, op. cit. 514ff., and especially Mt. 11,16-19 (op. cit. 516); 
1 Cor 1,18-31 (op. cit. 519f.). It goes without saying that in Sil, which 
was written in the form of Jewish wisdom literature, Wisdom-Christology 
plays an important part. For Jewish Christians the concept of Wisdom, 
as a hypostasis of the godhead and a revelatory aspect of God, 
could appropriately be applied to Christ, the Logos, as the decisive 
manifestation of the Father. 101 Christ is the personified Wisdom, 
the incarnate call of God. l02 In the Odes of Solomon Christ (masculine) 
is interchangeable with Wisdom (feminine) (ad. Sol. XXXIII,4-6). 
Before descending to the earth through the heavens Christ puts on 
the Wisdom of God as a robe, "It came to pass when I was about 
to come hither from the Father of all things, and passed through 
the heavens, then did I put on the wisdom of the Father, and I put 
on the power 103 of his might... I passed by the archangels and the 
angels. .. the princedoms and the powers. I passed through them 
because I possessed the wisdom of him that had sent me ... And 

100 Danielou 294. 
101 G. Quispel, in VC 19 (1965) 78. 
102 A. F. 1. Klijn, Edessa, 53, 57. 
103 Coptic Version IiUVIlIlI~, cf. Sit 106,25 on Christ as IiUVIlIlI~. 
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so wrought I the likeness by my wisdom; for I became all things in all" 
(Ep.Ap. 13(24)).104 "Thou (Christ) art the power, and the wisdom, 
and the knowledge" (Acts of Thorn. I, c. 10).105 The enumeration 
of aspects of Christ is very similar to SiI106,23-26 : "For he is Wisdom; 
he is also the Word. He is Life, the Power and the Door." They 
represent the outward activity of God to save men. Summing up 
we may say that the idea of Christ-Wisdom is characteristic of Jewish 
Christianity. 

106,25. "the Power" (as a name of Christ). 

The combination "the power of God and the wisdom of God" 
as a designation of Christ occurs in 1 Cor 1,24. On the theme of the 
power and the strength of God in the OT and Jewish tradition, see 
Kittel, TWNT 1I,292ff .. They represent characteristics of the will 
of the personal God, not neutral powers of nature. They demonstrate 
the way in which God guides personal life and history. Their whole 
thrust is directed towards the salvation of God's people. Therefore 
the idea of Christ as the power of God was suited to express God's 
saving work in Christ. On this one might compare the texts already 
quoted in relation to "wisdom". "I put on the power (Coptic version 
OUVUI.W;) of his might" (Ep.Ap. 13(24)). "Thou art the power, and 
the wisdom, and the knowledge" (Acts of Thorn., Syriac version, 
I, c. 10). 

106,26. "the Door" (as a name of Christ). 

With this one might compare In 10,7-10; Apoc. 3,7f .. "And nothing 
appeared closed to me, because I was the door (opening) of everything" 
(Od. Sol. XVII,II). The meaning in the context is that Christ saves 
the one who has been baptized from the Devil. 1 06 

106,27. "the Angel" (as a name of Christ). 

Angel-Christology is characteristic of Jewish Christianity. Up to 
the fourth century the name "angel" was given to Christ. The origin 

104 This refers to the fact that Christ assumes the figures of the angels in order 
to pass by them, cf. Sit 106,29.30 "this one who became all for your sake". 

105 Acts of Thomas, Syriac Version, A. F. J. Klijn, The Acts of Thomas, 70. 
106 Danielou,269,270. 
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of this beliefis to be found in the figure of the mal'ak Jahveh of the OT. l07 

As a representative of Jahveh he sometimes acts as if he were Jahveh 
himself. Therefore the name of this figure is appropriate in Jewish 
Christianity as a designation for Christ who is a manifestation of 
God in this world. The idea of the Son of Man as an angel occurs in 
late Jewish literature. M. Werner points to I Enoch 46,1 f., 108 "And 
there I saw One who had a head of days ... And with him was another 
being whose countenance had the appearance of a man, and his 
face was full of graciousness, like one of the holy angels." G. Quispel 
has on several occasions pointed out the importance of the Jewish 
Christian conception of Christ as an angel, particularly in Sil.l09 
The Logos as the Son of God and the Holy Ghost as his wisdom are 
personified as angels by Irenaeus, "Therefore this God is glorified 
by his Word, who is his Son for ever, and by the Holy Ghost, 
who is the Wisdom of the Father of everything; and their powers 
- namely of his Word and of his Wisdom - which are called Cherubin 
and Seraphin - glorify God through songs which do not end for 
evermore"Yo Here we see that an angel-Christology occurs early 
in Christian tradition. According to Origen it appears to be a Jewish 
conception, "A Hebrew scholar said that it was necessary to conceive 
as the unique Son and the Spirit the two Seraphin which Isaiah describes, 
having six wings, and calling to one another: 'Holy, holy, holy is the 
Lord Sebaoth"'Yl Origen deals with the same passage in his Hom 
in Ies, 1,2 (PG XIII,222), and he adds, "And the lintel was elevated by 
the voice with which they shouted, namely the voice of Jesus Christ 
and the voice of the Holy Ghost. When someone among us hears 
the voice of those who shout, Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost, 
the lintel is elevated, and becomes higher than at the time at which 

107 Danielou, 167; see also J. Barbel, Christos Angelos (Theophaneia 3), Bonn 1941; 
see further the bibliography in G. Kittel, TWNT X,2,952-954. 

108 M. Werner, Die Entstehung des christlichen Dogmas, Bern Leipzig 1941, 313; 
302 ff. the author deals with angel-christology. 

109 G. Quispel, L'evangile de Jean, in Recherches Bibliques 1958, 197-208, the sect 
of the Magharia's knows an "angel of Jahveh" who has the properties of the Messiah, 
203; VC 33, 1979, 85. 

110 Ir., Dem. Apost., L. M. Froidevaux, SC 62, Paris 1959,46. 
III Origen, De Prine. I 3,4 (GCS 52,17 - 53,5); M. Werner, Die Entstehung des christ

lichen Dogmas, Bern Leipzig 1941, 327. 
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it was elevated." The same tradition is alluded to in the Aseensio 
Iesaiae,112 "And I saw the Lord and the second angel, and they 
were standing, the other, however, whom I had seen, was at the left of 
my Lord. And I asked: 'Who is this one?', and he said to me: 'Adore 
him, for this one is the angel of the Holy Ghost, who speaks through 
thee and the other righteous ones'" (Ase. Ies. IX,35.36).113 The Lord 
Jesus, it may be concluded, was the second angel besides the angel 
of the Holy Ghost. 114 The Jewish Christian origin is confirmed by 
Hippolytus, dealing with Elkasaitism, a sort of Jewish Christian 
Gnosticism: "There is an angel tall of stature, the Son of God, 
and besides him the Holy Ghost as a woman" (Ref IX,13; a character
istic Jewish Christian conception). 115 Epiphanius deals with the strange 
doctrine of the Ebionites, who assert that God has instituted two 
kingdoms, one for the present under the supervision of the Devil, 
and one for the future under a good king, Christ. Christ descended 
upon Jesus as a dove, and so he became Son of God by election. 1 16 

"They, however, deny that he has been brought forth by God the 
Father, but (they say) that he was created as one of the archangels 
(ro<; Eva trov apxayytAWV), but greater than they, and that he is Lord 
over the angels and also over everything the Almighty has created. 
He has come into this world and has taught, as it has been written 
in their Gospel: 'I have come into the world in order to abolish the 
offerings'" (Epiph. Pan. 30,16,3). II 7 This reflects the vegetarian stand
point of the Essenes. The Ebionites represent a heretic and sectarian 
branch of Judaism with a subordinationist Christology, which meant 
that they could conceive of Christ as an angel. This does not mean 
that each group within Jewish Christianity shared this particular 
conception of Christ as an angel. Tertullian also refers to the sub
ordinationist Christology of the Ebionites, "So then, even as he is 
made less than the angels while clothed with manhood, even so he 
is not less when clothed with an angel. This opinion could be very 

112 M. Werner, op. cit., 328. 
113 See for other instances in Asc. les. Danielou, 230.231. According to Danielou, 

233, it is a gnostic conception that Christ equates himself with the celestial powers. 
1 14 Danielou, 177. 
115 Klijn-Reinink, 115. 
116 M. Werner, op. cit., p. 304, sees this conception ,in I Enoch 61,10. 
117 Neutest Apokr I, P. Vielhauer, 104; Klijn-Reinillk, 183; M. Werner, op. cit., 331. 
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suitable for Ebion who asserted that Jesus is mere man and only of 
the seed of David, that means not also the Son of God; although 
he is obvious more glorious than the prophets - so as to say that 
an angel is in him ("in illo angelum fuisse") in the same way as in 
Zachariah" (Tertullian, De earne Christi 14).118 

The Pseudo-Clementines allude to the OT idea that the mal'ak Jahveh 
is sometimes virtually identical with Jahveh himself, a conception 
which could make it easy for Jewish Christians to consider Christ 
to be an angel, "For we ourselves also knew that angels are called 
gods (uyyeA-OUe; 9wue;) by the scriptures - as, for instance, he who 
spoke at the bush, and wrestled with Jacob, - and the name is 
likewise applied to him who is born Emmanuel, and who is called 
the mighty God" (/sa. 9,6; Hom. XVI,14,1). "He (God) set, therefore, 
an angel as a chief over the angels, ... a fish over the fishes, a man 
over men, who is Christ Jesus" (Ree. 1,45,2). 

In the Epistula Apostolorum Christ, descending from heaven to the 
earth, assumes the figure of angels in order to pass by the angels who 
live in the heavenly spheres, so that he remains incognito, and in 
the guise of the archangel Gabriel he enters the virgin. 119 "I was 
in heaven, and I passed by the archangels and the angels in their 
likeness, as if! were one of them" (Ep. Ap. 13(24». "I took the form 
of the angel Gabriel, I appeared unto Mary and spoke with her. 
Her heart accepted me, and she believed, and I formed myself and 
entered into her body. I became flesh, for I alone was a minister 
unto myself in that which concerned Mary in the appearance of the 
shape of an angel" (Ep. Ap. 14(25».120 Predicting the miraculous 
liberation of Peter from prison Jesus says that he will come in the 
figure of Gabriel to set him free. 121 "And I will send my power in 
the form of mine angel Gabriel, and the doors of the prison shall 
open" (Ep. Ap. 15(26». We should not forget that the Ep. Ap. 
represents a heterodox branch of Jewish Christianity displaying an 
Essene and syncretistic stamp.122 In the last quotation the relation 

118 Klijn-Reinink, 109. 
119 Neutest Apokr J, 126, H. Duensing. Danielou, 228,229. 
120 M. Werner, op. cit., 333. 
121 Literally Christ speaks of his "power" in the form of Gabriel, so that there 

is a slight distinction from Jesus himself; compare Acts 12,1-19. 
122 M. Hornschuh, PTS 5,67-80. 
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between Christ and his angelic apparition recalls the relation between 
Jahveh and his mal'ak. 

M. Werner 123 says that in post-apostolic times the appearances of 
angels in the OT were explained as appearances of Christ. He also 
points to angel-Christology in popular edifying Christian literature 
such as the apocryphal GospelS. 124 

Finally one should not overlook the Testaments of the XII Patriarchs. 
A definite angel is spoken of in several cases. "The angel of the Lord 
told me ... and taught me" (Test. Reuben 5,3). "But his God and 
the God of his fathers sent his angel, and delivered him (Joseph) 
out of my hands" (Test. Simeon 2,8). "Draw near unto God and unto 
the angel that intercedeth for you, for he is a mediator between God 
and man; and for the peace of Israel he shall stand up against the 
kingdom of the enemy" (Test. Dan 6,2). "The God of my father 
hath revealed unto me by his angel thy wickedness" (Test. Joseph 
6,6). All these instances of one particular angel who is sometimes 
a mediator would be applicable to Christ. 

A clear example of Christ as an angel in Jewish Christianity occurs 
in the Gospel of Thomas, "Simon Peter said to him, 'You are like a 
righteous angel'" (Gospel of Thom., Log. 13; 34,33.34). 

Since the epithet "angel" used of Christ is not found in the NT, 
the occurrence in sa is clear evidence of Jewish Christian tradition. 
This tradition was an influential one since the title "angel" applied 
to Christ also occurs in the literature of the early church. 125 Thus 
there is the crEl-lv6ta'tO~ aYYf.AO~ of Hermas, Vis. V,2. 

107,13-17. And the Life died for you when he (Christ) was powerless, 

so that through his death he might give life to you who have died. 

"You who have died" refers to the state of ignorance in which the 
person addressed is. With this one might compare the following 
passage from the Epistula Apostolorum, "Lo, I (Christ) have put on 
your flesh, wherein I was born and crucified, and am risen again 
through my Father which is in heaven, that the prophecy of David 
the prophet might be fulfilled" (there follows a quotation of Ps 3,1-8; 

123 M. Werner, op. cit., 329. 
124 M. Werner, op. cit., 334, with many references. 
125 M. Werner, op. cit., 334ff. 
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Ep. Ap. 19(30». However, there is a striking difference between the 
treatment of the death of Christ in Sil and in the Ep. Ap. In Sil this 
death is directed purely and simply towards the salvation of man, 
whereas in the Ep. Ap. the death of Christ is described as a personal 
martyrdom from which he was saved by God like David when he was 
in distress. In Jewish Christianity Christ was an example of one who 
acted scrupulously in accordance with the Law of God. The redemptive 
effect of his death had less attention. In this respect Sil is more in 
line with the official doctrine of the church than a writing like the 
Ep. Ap., which, moreover, is influenced by Jewish heterodoxy. 

107,17-25. Entrust yourself to reason and remove yourself from animalism. 
For the animal which has no reason (Aoyor;) is made manifest. For many 
think that they have reason, but if you look at them attentively, their 
speech is animalistic. 

This theme occurs several times in Silo Besides the admonition to 
be obedient to the commands of Christ we also find this moral 
teaching in Sil which is very similar to the Stoic point of view insofar 
as rational behaviour is opposed to the irrational conduct of animals 
which are only inspired by passions and desires. This standpoint is 
not characteristic of Jewish Christianity, but sometimes it occurs in 
Jewish Christian sources because these are also influenced by con
temporary popular philosophy." But we live in the desert, being like 
the irrational beasts (~00l~ uA6yOl~) in our conversation" (Acts of 
Thorn. IX, C. 87). 

107,26-30. Give yourself gladness from the true vine of Christ. Satisfy 
yourself with the true wine in which there is no drunkenness nor error. 

This is a good example of sobria ebrietas. 126 The idea is widespread 
in eastern mysticism and refers to being full of the Spirit. It occurs 
in the Odes of Solomon. 127 "And so I drank and became intoxicated 
from the living water that does not die. And my intoxication did 
not cause ignorance, but I abandoned vanity" (ad. Sol. XI,7.8). Real 
intoxication causes ignorance (SiI94,20-22; ad. Sol. XXXVIII,12-15). 
In Gnosticism 11£911 is a designation of uyvO)()ia (Kittel, TWNT IV, 

126 H. Lewy, Sobria Ebrielas (Beihefte ZNW9), 1929,55,56. 
127 A.F.J. K1ijn, Edessa, 47. 
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555,11). Philo speaks of the "divine intoxication", which is independent 
of wine (Kittel, TWNT, IV ,552,15), and he mentions 'ti]v vi]cpou(Jav 
j.le9TJv in Leg. All. 1,84. Jesus says to his disciples in the Gospel of 
Thomas, "Because you have drunk, you have become intoxicated 
from the bubbling spring which I have measured out" (Log, 13; 35, 
5-7). As in the quotation from the Odes of Solomon this sober intoci
cation is caused by the well of the water of life, not by Christ, 
the true vine, as in Sil (cf. In 15,1). 

109,4-9. The soul which is a member of God's household is one which 
is kept pure, and the soul which has put on Christ is one which is pure. 
It is impossible for it to sin. 

This recalls 1 In 3,6.9. Sinlessness is also dealt with in the Wisdom 
of Solomon, "For even if we sin, we are thine ... but we shall not sin" 
(Wisd. of Sol. 15,2). In Eph. 2,19 the "members of God's household" 
are supposed to be a holy people. 

110,18.19. This one (Christ), being God, became man for your sake. 
101,35 - 102,1. And even if [he has been begotten] he is unbegotten. 
Ill,S. And yet, the divine Word is God. 

These quotations attest the equation of Christ with God. As already 
indicated, we should distinguish several branches of Jewish Christianity. 
The Ebionite Pseudo-Clementines, which call Christ "the true Prophet" 
are definitly subordinationistic. Christ is a "teacher of truth" distin
guished from "the heavenly Father" (Rec. IV,5,3). But there were 
other branches for which Christ was the revelation of the God of 
the OT and virtually identical with him. The Epistula Apostolorum 
is ambivalent. On the one hand the Logos is not eternal, but brought 
forth and has come into being, on the other hand he is truly God. 
Notwithstanding his origin he is called ayevvTJ'toc;. He is even identical 
with the Father (cf. Si/101,35-102,1).128 We might compare the unity 
of Father and Son among the Apologists. "Our Lord and Redeemer 
Jesus Christ is God, the Son of God, who was sent of God the Lord 
of the whole world, the maker and creato~of it, who is named by all 
names and high above all powers, Lord of lords, King of kings, 
Ruler of rulers ... " (Ep.Ap. 3(14». These are titles which belong 

128 M. Hornschuh, PTS 5,31,32. 
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to God in the OT: Lord of lords (Deut. 10,17; Ps 136,3); King of 
kings (cf. "the great king", Ps. 48,3). "I am wholly in the Father and 
my Father is in me" (words of Christ, Ep.Ap. 17(28); cf. In 10,38, 
etc.). In the Acts of Thornas too the identity of God and Christ is 
encountered. "Thou only art the God of truth, and none other, and 
thou art he that knoweth all things that are unknown to the majority" 
(Acts of Thorn. II, c. 25). "For this is the Lord and God of all, 
even Jesus Christ whom I preach, and he is the father of truth, 
in whom I have taught you to believe" (Acts of Thorn. II, c. 26). 
"Glory be to the only-begotten of the Father! Glory be to the first
born of many brethren ... 0 God, Jesus Christ, Son of the living 
God, redeemer and helper. .. " (Acts of Thorn. VI, c. 60). Here we 
see again that, on the one hand, there is a distinction between Jesus 
as the only-begotten and the Father, and that, on the other hand, 
Christ is God. Jewish Christians who were strictly monotheistic, could 
not consider Christ as a second God besides God. Therefore it would 
be consistent with their view to give the name "God" to Christ. 
Cf. In 20,28. 

110,22-24. It is this one who attacked and cast down every haughty tyrant. 
110,29-32. It is he who humbled the haughty powers; he who put to 

shame haughtiness through humility. 
110,35 - 111,8. He who in his contempt scorned that which is considered 

an honour so that humility for God's sake might be highly exalted; (and) 
he who has put on humanity. And yet, the divine Word is God, who 
bears patiently with man always. He wished to produce humility in the 
exalted. 

91,22-25. Do not be haughty in opposition to every good opinion but 
take for yourself the side of the divinity of reason. 

104,18-24. Now the basic choice, which is humility of heart, is the gift of 
Christ. A contrite heart is the acceptable sacrifice (cf. Ps 51,19). If you 
humble yourself, you will be greatly exalted. And if you exalt yourself, 
you will be exceedingly humbled. 

In Jewish wisdom literature the wise man is contrasted with the fool. 
The former is the ,~¥, tU7tElVOC; (LXX), the latter the haughty and 
arrogant man (Kittel, TWNT VIII,6,5ff.). God exalts the humble and 
he humbles the proud, as is evident from God's guidance in history 
(Kittel, op. cit. 8,8ff.). These ideas continue in late Judaism. The 
members of the Qumran community are C'l':JN and C"l17 (op. cit. 
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12,16ff.). Humility is also a virtue in rabbinic literature (op. cit. 13, 
40ff.). In the NT 'ta1tclv6~ is a virtue. As in the OT, the proud are 
humbled and the humble are exalted by God (op. cit. 16,llff.). Christ 
himself was also exalted by God because he chose the way of humility 
(op. cit. 18,15; Phil. 2,6-11). Humility, which plays such an important 
part in Sil, is one of the most outstanding characteristics of monastic 
life. Perhaps there is some connection between this and the fact that 
the Nag Hammadi codices were found not far from the place where 
Pachomius founded his first monasteries. Sil concurs with the double 
aspect of humility in the NT as on the one hand a virtue of the pious, 
on the other hand a property of Christ whereby he accepted the way 
of the cross. 

In the Testaments of the XII Patriarchs humility is also highly 
regarded (Kittel, TWNTVIII, 13, I fT.). "Righteousness casteth out hatred, 
humility destroyeth envy. For he that is just and humble (ta1tctv6~) 
is ashamed to do what is unjust" (Test. Gad. 5,3). The powers of 
the Adversary are "haughty" or "arrogant" according to Si/. This 
vice occurs in the Testaments of the XII Patriarchs in a catalogue of 
vices: "fornication, insatiableness, fighting, obsequiousness, pride (that 
one may be boastful and arrogant), lying (in perdition and jealousy 
to practise deceits), injustice (thefts and rapacity)" (Test. Reuben 3,3-6). 
In this series, haughtiness or arrogance is the fifth vice. This is one 
example of the catalogues of vices 129 customary in Jewish Christian 
circles. Christ's humility during the time of his incarnation is a subject 
in the Odes of Solomon. "He has, without envy, shown himself to me 
in his simplicity (humility), because his kindness has diminished his 
dreadfulness" (ad. Sol. VII,3). This is in harmony with the quotations 
from Sil in which it is said that Christ vanquished the haughtiness 
of the powers of the Devil through humility. Thus it is clear that 
Sil's ideas in this regard are rooted in Jewish Christian tradition. 

111,8-13, He (Christ) who has exalted man became like God, nof in 
order that he might bring God down to man, but that man might become 
like God. 

129 Such catalogues of vices also occur in Stoic moral teaching. 
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In this statement we meet what in Platonism is called the o/loi(OO"v; 
8Etp. 130 In Jewish Christian documents also the idea occurs that Christ 
became man in order that man could reach the divine level of Christ. 
"He became like me, that I might receive him. In form he was considered 
like me, that I might put him on" (Od. Sol. VII,4). Christ adapted 
himself to man, in order that man could find the way to GOd. 131 
"Jesus said, 'He who will drink from my mouth will become like me. 
I myself shall become he, and the things that are hidden will be revealed 
to him'" (Gospel of Thorn., Log. 108; 50,28-30). Through Christ's 
humiliation man can be initiated into the divine mysteries. Irenaeus 
combats the view of the Ebionites who distinguish between Christ and 
Jesus. God must have become man in Jesus Christ in order that man 
could become God. "You again who distinguish between Jesus and 
Christ and say that Christ cannot have suffered but that actually 
only Jesus suffered" (lr., adv. haer. III,1l,7). "He will also judge 
the Ebionites : how can they be saved unless it was God who wrought 
out their salvation upon earth? Or how shall a man pass into God, 
unless God has passed into man?" (Ir., adv haer IV,33,4). It is evident 
that in this respect the Ebionites were nearer to Gnosticism than 
to the doctrine of the church, and thus represented a heretical sectarian 
standpoint and not the main tendency of Jewish Christianity. 

11l,IS-20. 0 Christ, King, who has revealed to men the Great Divinity, 
King of every virtue and King of life, King of ages and Great One of the 
heavens, hear my words and forgive me. 

96,30. This is your king and your father. 

In the OT God is conceived of as a king (Kittel, TWNT I, 563,33 ff.). 
The title "king" is also given to the Messiah (op. cit. 565,lOff.). 
As Messiah Christ is given the name "king" in the NT (op. cit. 
577,33[[.). 

Elxai (and those who followed him) recognized Christ as a king, 
"But next he also confesses Christ in name, saying that Christ is the 
great king" (Epiphanius, Pan. 19,3,4).132 According to the Pseudo-

130 Theaet. 176ab; see J. Zandee, "The Teachings of Silvanus" and Clement of 
Alexandria, Leiden 1977, 104-111. 

131 A.F.1. Klijn, Edessa, 60. 
132 Klijn-Reinink, 155. 
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Clemen tines God has appointed Christ as the king of the world to come, 
whereas the Devil is the king of the present world, "In short, therefore, 
to those who are thought worthy of eternal life, God appoints one 
universal king in the world that shall then be, that by means of a 
monarchy there may be unfailing peace" (Hom. III,62,3). Christ is 
"the king of righteousness" and "the king of things future", the Devil is 
"king of things present" (Hom. VIII,21,1.2). "God appointed two 
kingdoms, and established two ages, determining that the present 
world should be given to the evil one, because it is small, 
and passes quickly away; but he promised for the good one the age 
to come as it will be great and eternal" (Hom. XX,2,2; see also XX, 
4-6). This strange doctrine of the two kingdoms,133 according to which 
the kingdom of the evil one is also under God's administration, 
could perhaps be traced back to the OT idea that God created both 
happiness and disaster. 134 See [sa. 45, 7; Deut. 32, 39; Amos 3, 6 
(disaster caused by Jahveh); Job 23,16; 1 Sam. 26,19; 2 Sam. 24,1 
(God incites to sin). In Sil the Adversary "is a great Mind for those 
who wish to accept him as a king" (Sil 96,8-10). The doctrine of the 
two kings in the Pseudo-Clementines, however, is heterodox, and is 
certainly not the view of Silo On the contrary, in Sil Christ is king 
of the present and not merely of the future. He has already vanquished 
the powers of the Adversary, and is now able to save those who wish 
to be his and whom he has already set free from the deceitfulness 
of the Adversary. The Pseudo-Clemen tines allude to Christ as king 
in so far he is the Anointed (Messiah), "... for as there are certain 
names common to kings ... so among the Jews a king is called Christ" 
(Rec. 1,45,3). However, in the Pseudo-Clementines, too, it sometimes 
appears as if Christ, as a king, has some significance in the present and is 
similar to "the King of Life" in Sil, "And give thanks to the beautiful 
Father of all, by him whom he has constituted King of Peace, and 
the treasury of unspeakable honours, that even at the present time 
your sins may be washed away" (Rec. IV,32,2). Thomas opposes his 

133 The Pseudo-Clementines wish to demonstrate that evil is in some way incor
porated in God's good administration; "and that all things are subjected to good 
by the Father; and why, and how, and whence evil is, and that it cooperates with 
good" (Rec. III,75,6). 

134 The "demonic" God. 
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king, Christ, to earthly kings," They who serve my king must be 
reverend and pure and free from all grief and care, of children and 
unprofitable riches and vain trouble" (Acts of Thorn. X, c. 126).135 
"Thou art the son of Misdaeus the king who is king for a time, but 
I am the servant of Jesus Christ the eternal king" (Acts of Thorn. 
XII, c. 139). Besides the idea of the messianic king the OT idea of God 
as a king also survived in Jewish Christianity and was transferred 
to Christ. 

111,19. Great One of the heavens. 

We might compare with this epithet of Christ which stresses his 
transcendence, "God, Son of God, who was sent of God... the 
heavenly one" (Ep. Ap. 3(14». 

111,32-34. Who will be able to discover the counsel of the Almighty? 
116,21-23. For it is incomprehensible and unsearchable to know the 

counsel of God. 

With this we might compare Jer. 23,18. The "counsel of the Lord" 
is a typical OT expression. Cf. Acts 20,27, "the counsel of God". 
In the OT it refers to the secret plans of God. In the Pseudo
Clernentines Clement says to Barnabas, "Only set forth to me the 
words you have heard of the man who has appeared (Jesus), and 
I will ... preach the counsel of God" (rou Elwu -ri]v ~06ATJcrtV; Horn. 
1,14, I). "For what man shall know the counsel of God (~ouAi]v Elwu)? 
Or who shall conceive what the Lord willeth?" (Wisd. of Sol. 9, 13). 

112,1-8. If we have not even been able to understand the counsels of our 
companions, who will be able to comprehend the Divinity or the divinities 
of the heavens? If we scarcely find things on earth, who will search for 
the things of heaven? 

"And hardly do we divine the things that are on earth, and the 
things that are close at hand we find with labour; but the things 
that are in the heavens who ever yet traced out?" (Wisd. of Sol. 
9, 16).136 The passage from Sit would appear to be a free version 
of Wisd. of Sol. 

135 This is said in allusion to Essene-Encratite ideals of abstention. 
136 See J. Zandee, in NHS III,145. 
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112,22.23. (And the Life of Heaven wishes to renew all .. , that he may 
crown those wishing to contend well - Christ, being judge of the contest, 
he who crowned everyone, teaching everyone to contend.) This one who 
contended first received the crown, gained dominion (and appeared, giving 
light to everyone). 

The imagery of the ayo)V is well known from the NT. It has no preced
ent in the OT since athletic contests belong to the ancient Greek 
world. In the NT the imagery always refers to the contest of the Christian 
in this world and especially to Christian martyrdom (Kittel, TWNT 
I, 138, 13 ff.). Sil also uses the imagery of the contest for the life and 
death of Christ himself, contending against the powers of the Adversary 
and gaining the victory upon the cross as an example for every 
Christian martyr. 

Sometimes we find the idea of Christ as participant in a contest in 
Jewish Christian literature. "Then I (Christ) was crowned by my God, 
and my crown is living. And I was justified by my Lord" (Od. Sol. 
XVII,I). "For they that strive not in the course of Christ shall not 
obtain holiness. And holiness (i.e. Christ) did appear from God, doing 
away with fornication, overthrowing the enemy, well-pleasing unto 
God: for she (holiness uyu.oO'UVll = Christ) is an invincible champion 
(athlete), having honour from God, glorified of many" (Acts of Thorn. 
IX, c. 85). "0 Saviour of souls ... defender and helper in the fight 
of thine own servants, turning away and scaring the enemy from us, 
that fightest in many battles for us and makest us conquerors in all; 
our true and undefeated champion (6 aAlle,,~ aeAllt"~ 1lllWV Kai 
ailttllto~); our holy and victorious captain: glorious, and giving unto 
thine own a joy that never passes away." 137 

112,33-35. (It is) he (Christ) who has come from thy mouth and has risen 
from thy heart, the Firstborn. 

Firstborn = Greek 1tp(()t6yovo~ is a common epithet of Christ in Pa
tristic literature. 138 We have already seen that there is in Sil a certain 
ambiguity; Christ is God and identified with the Father (Sil 110,19), 
yet he is also "begotten by the Father's good pleasure" (Sil 113,12), 
begotten and unbegotten (Sil 101,35-102,1). In the Epistula Aposto-

137 Acts of Thorn IV, c. 39; cf. G. Kittel, TWNT 1,140,9-11. 
138 Just., I apol. 58,3; Clem. Alex., Strom. 6,7. 
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lorum Christ as Logos is Son of God, not eternal but begotten, but also 
the true God and u'Yi:vvrrco~. 139 In the Pseudo-Clemen tines Peter and 
Simon discuss this matter, "And Peter answered: 'Our Lord neither 
asserted that there were gods except the Creator of all, nor did he 
proclaim himself to be God, but he with reason pronounced blessed 
him who called him the Son of that God who has arranged the universe!' 
And Simon answered: 'Does it not seem to you, then, that he who comes 
from God is God?' ... (Peter:) 'In addition to this, it is the peculiarity 
of the Father not to have been begotten, but to the Son to have 
been begotten; but what is begotten (ycvvrJ'tov) cannot be compared 
with that which is unbegotten (uy£vviJ'tql) or self-begotten (au'toycvviJ'tql) 
... nor can it be asserted of him who has been begotten that he is of the 
same substance ('tf]~ aU'tf]~ oucria~) as he is who has begotten him'" 
(Hom. XVI, 15, 2.3; 16, l.3). These lines mirror a major topic of 
discussion in the second century. The Pseudo-Clementines represent 
a subordinationist view. There were also parties according to whom 
the idea that Christ was born or brought forth did not diminish his 
divine nature. "Born" had another meaning than "created". 

112,37 - 113,6. For he (Christ) is a light from the power of God and 
he is an effluence of the pure glory of the Almighty. He is a clear mirror 
of the activity of God, and he is the image of his goodness. 

This is virtually a literal rendering of Wisd. of Sol. 7,25.26, where 
personified Wisdom is the subject, "For she is a breath of the power 
of God, and a clear effluence of the glory of the Almighty; therefore 
can nothing defiled find entrance into her. For she is an effluence from 
everlasting light, and an unspotted mirror of the activity of God, 
and an image of his goodness." 140 The transfer of these properties 
of Wisdom to Christ was not difficult for Sil, since it equates Christ 
with Wisdom several times. 

The Coptic 2€t€ = Greek Un:OPPOlU is the same expression used 
for the emanation of the aeons from the Pleroma in Gnosticism. 141 

It is also used in the Odes of Solomon (VI,S-IS), where a river of salvific 

139 M. Hornschuh, PTS 5.31,32. 
140 M. L. Peel and 1. Zandee, "The Teachings of Silvanus" from the Library of 

Nag Hammadi. in NT XIV. 1972, 302; R. van den Broek, in Kerk en Theologie. 
1978.342. 

141 U1t0PP01U, Coptic Version of Pistis Sophia, Cap. 64; NHS IX, 129, 20, 
Jo.no2polJo.. 



566 J. ZANDEE 

water is mentioned, flowing over the world, "For there went forth a 
stream and it became a river great and broad; indeed it carried away 
everything, and it shattered and qrought (it) to the temple ... For it 
spread over the surface of the earth. Then all the thirsty upon the 
earth drank ... and lived by the living water of eternity." 

The imagery of Christ as a mirror occurs in Odes of Solomon XIII,I, 
"Behold, the Lord is our mirror. Open your eyes and see them in 
him, and learn the manner of your face." The meaning, however, 
differs from that of Sil, since in the former man sees himself mirrored 
in Christ to discover that his face is dirty and that it should be cleaned. 
In Sil, however, Christ reflects the glory of God. Also in the Acts of 
John Christ says that he is a mirror for those who are his, probably 
also in order that they may see themselves in him, "A lamp am 
I to thee that beholdest me. A mirror am I to thee that perceivest me. 
A way am I to thee wayfarer" (Acts of John 95). Clement of Alexandria 
also mentions the imagery of Christ as the mirror in which man sees 
his own image, "For this is the true following of the Saviour, when 
we seek after his sinlessness and perfection, adorning and regulating 
the soul before him as before a mirror and arranging it in every detail 
after his likeness" (Quis Div. Salvo 21,7). Only the original version 
of Wisd. of Sol. 7,25.26 uses the mirror as a metaphor for the revelation 
of the goodness of God towards men. 

113,6.7. For he is also the light of the eternal Light. 

This statement foreshadows the well-known cpffiC; EK cpu)'tOC; of the 
Nicaenum. 

In the Epistula Apostolorum Christ alludes to the heavenly light 
which he himself is, "Ye shall behold a light, more excellent than 
that which shineth ... And the Son shall become perfect through 
the Father who is Light, for the Father is perfect which bringeth 
to pass death and resurrection" (Ep. Ap. 19(30)). The disciples will 
see Christ as a light ultimately emanating from the Father. One might 
also compare the similar expressions: "Jesus, God of God CIllo-au 
SEt EK Swu), Saviour that quickened the dead ... God of the Most 
High God ... " (Acts of Thorn. V, c. 47). 

113,7-9. He is the eye which looks at the invisible Father. 
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Of the first appearance of Jesus it is said: " ... that a certain one in 
Judea ... was preaching to the Jews the kingdom of the invisible God" 
(rou aloiol) 9wu; Pseudo-Clementines, Hom. 1,6,2). 

1I3,9-11. ... always serving and forming by the Father's will. 

The will of God in respect of creation is refered to by the Pseudo
Clementines: "After this, the place of the sea ... received that portion 
of the waters by order of the eternal Will" ("iussu voluntatis aeternae"; 
Ree. 1,27,6). 

113,21.22. For he is the beginning and the end of everyone. 

Danielou 142 has discussed apxi] as a name for Jesus in Jewish 
Christian writings. It is a sort of personification of the Hebrew 
reshith connected with creation. 'Apxi] is not used in this way in Silo 
There are only one or two sayings like this in which Christ is related 
to the "beginning". Thus he is also called "the First Light" (Sa 112, 
36.37); "the First-Born" (SiII12,35). 

113,25-27. On the one hand, he mourns for those who have been appointed 
to the place of punishment (K6AaO"l~). 

With this we might compare: "He (Christ) mourned (lugebat) over 
those who lived in riches and luxury" (Pseudo-Clementines, Ree. II, 
29,2). 

On "punishment", compare: "What, then, is the reason why men 
sin?" Peter answers: "It is because they are ignorant that they will 
without doubt be punished (KOAucr9ilvm) for their evil deeds when 
judgement takes place" (Hom. 4,1.2). "But if any persist in impiety 
till the end of life, then as soon as the soul, which is immortal, 
departs, it shall pay the penalty (luit poenas) of its persistence in 
impiety ... they endure without end the torments of eternal fire" 
(Ree. V,28,l). 

113,33-35. Do not give sleep to your eyes nor slumber to your eyelids ... 

Compare: Provo 6,4; Ps. 132,4. 

1I3,35- 114,1. ... that you may be saved like a gazelle from snares and 

like a bird from a trap. 

142 Danie)ou, 219. 



568 1. ZANDEE 

Compare: Provo 6,5 (LXX). 

114,18.19. Raise yourself up when you have left your old man behind 
you like an eagle. 

Compare: [sa. 40,31, although it is not a matter of a literal quotation. 

114,19-22. Fear God in all your acts and glorify him through good work. 
88,9-11. My son, do not fear anyone except God alone. 
108,18-21. The rational man is he who fears God. He who fears God 

does nothing insolent. 

The fear of the Lord is a common theme in the Book of Proverbs. 
That it occurs here may be due to the fact that "Sil" has chosen Jewish 
wisdom literature as the model for his literary form. The stress on 
"acts" and "good works" could to a certain extent be inspired by the 
Jewish Christian tendency to emphasize obedience to the OT law. 

In the Pseudo-C/ementines "the fear of the Lord" is mentioned several 
times. Clement says to Bernice of Tyre, when she has given her visitors 
a warm welcome: "You do well, indeed, to busy yourself in fulfilling 
the part of love (rii~ aya1rrl~); but the fear of our God must take the 
precedence over this" (Hom. IV, 1 ,4). "On every accoun tit is advan tageo us 
to fear him (the Lord God) alone, not as an unjust, but as a righteous 
God ... You can therefore, by fear towards him (r0 1tPO~ Ul.l'tOV 
cp6pcp), be freed from many hurtful fears" (Hom. X,5,2). "But· the 
way to get it (philanthropy) ... is but one which is the fear of God 
(cp6po~ 9w\) ... But by the fear of God he is able to do the things 
of those who love; and thus, while he does the deeds of love, the 
bride Love is, as it were, brought to the bridegroom Fear" (Hom. 
XII,33,4). In more than one case the relation between fear and love 
is the subject of discussion. In the OT fear of God is a motive for action 
as love is in the NT. Among Jewish Christians it may have been a 
question of how to combine these. 143 Thus in another passage, fear 
of God and love to God are again the subject. Some people say that 
we should only love God and not fear him. Peter maintains that we 
ought also to fear him. "Now well-doing proceeds from fearing ... 
(Fear) does not strike death, but awakens the soul, and converts it" 
(Hom. XVII,ll ,3). Against this background one should not be surprised 

143 I In 4,18. 
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that, in contrast to the NT, the fear of God plays a rather important 
part in Silo 

114,26-30. 0 the patience of God, which bears with (UVEXE1V) everyone, 
which desires that everyone who has become subject to sin be saved. 

The Coptic word for "patience" is MNTZAP<9ZHT, which has as its 
Greek equivalent ).luKp08u).liu. Already in the OT that God is long
suffering towards men is an important theme. 144 In the parable in 
Mt. 18,23-35 God's patience with men is the main subject. 145 In the 
Pseudo-Clementines this property of God also occurs. "For he (God) 
is long-suffering ().luKp08u).l£i) to all who are in impiety, as a merciful 
and philanthropic father, knowing that impious men become pious" 
(Hom. XI,7,2). "We first have seen the boundless long-suffering of 
God in bearing with such great impiety" (Hom. XVI,20,2). The meaning 
of God's long-suffering is that he bears with the godlessness of men 
with great patience. "For with all who are placed in ignorance he 
excercises patience, because he is merciful and gracious; and he fore
sees that many of the ungodly become godly ... and forsaking their 
sins and doing good works, attain to salvation" (Ree. V,25,2). God 
is not narrow-minded in respect of the possibility of salvation. God, 
says Sil, wishes everyone to be saved, which recalls 2 Pet. 3,9. God 
aims at "the salvation of those who wish to be saved" (Hom. VII,2,1). 
"At the beginning of his preaching, as wishing to invite and lead all 
to salvation and induce them to bear patiently labours and trials, he 
(Jesus) blessed the poor" (Ree. 11,28,3). Finally, one might compare 
SiI112,14.15, "that everyone may shine forth in heavenly garments"; 
Sil 117,11.12: "having become all for everyone because he wishes to 
have mercy on everyone". 

114,33-36. To be sure, it is he who touches the earth, causing it to 
tremble and also causing the mountains to smoke. 

With this we might compare Ps. 104 (LXX 103), 32. However, Sil's 
rendering follows neither the Masoretic text nor the LXX literally. 

114,36- 115,2. (It is) he who has gathered together such a great sea in a 
leather bag (umcoC;) and has weighed all the water with his hand. 

144 G. Kittel, TWNT IV, 378,3 fT. 
145 Op. cit., 382,3 fT. 
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The second half of this passage is a quotation from Isa. 40,2, while the 
first part is a quotation from Ps. 32,7 (LXX), and not from Ps. 33,7 
(Masoretic text) : aovaymv ffi~ aaKOV u(5ata eaMaaT]~. 

115,3-8. Only the hand of the Lord has created all these things. For 
this hand of the Father is Christ, and it forms all. Through it, all has 
come into being since it became the mother of all. 

The OT on several occasions mentions creation through the hands 
of God. The plural form occurs in Pss. 95,5; 119,23; 138,8; Isa. 31,7; 
45,12,146 while God's creative hand in the singular occurs in Job 26,13; 
Isa. 48,13; 66,2.147 Most of the NT instances are quotations from 
the OT or influenced by the OT. "Has not my hand created all this?" 
(Acts 7,50, cf. Isa. 66,1.2). 

The creating hand of God occurs in Jewish Christian literature. "0 
the great hand of the wise God, which makes all in all" (Pseudo
Clemen tines, Hom. 111,34,1). Close,st to our passage is a pericope from 
the Pseudo-Clementines, in which personified Wisdom shares in God's 
work of creation and is called "his hand". Since personified Wisdom 
is identified with Christ in Sil, this is very similar to Sil 115,3-8. 
The passage deals with the plural in Gn. 1,26, "let us make men", 
adduced by Simon as a proof of polytheism in the scriptures. Peter 
answers: "One is he who said to his Wisdom, 'Let us make men'. 
But his Wisdom was that with which he himself always rejoiced (Prov. 
8,30) as with his own spirit. It is united as soul to God, but it is 
extended by him, as hand, fashioning the universe" (EKtdvEtat (5E 
a1t' autou ffi~ Xdp, (5T]IHoopyouaa to 1tiiv; Hom. XVI,12,1). It is as 
if Wisdom were the second person of a trinity and takes the place of 
the Son alongside the Spirit. From this quotation it is also clear 
that the imagery of the "hand" designates God's outward activity. 

Another person of the Trinity, namely the Spirit, can also function 
as the hand of God in creation: "'Darkness was over the deep; 
and the Spirit of God was upon the waters' (a quotation of Gn. 1,1.2), 
which Spirit, like the Creator's hand ("quasi ipsa conditoris manus"), 
by command of God separated light from darkness" (Rec. VI,7,2.3). 

The Wisdom of Solomon contains three different conceptions con-

146 See also G. Kittel, TWNT IX, 416,1 Iff. 
147 On the hand(s) of God in the NT, see G. Kittel, TWNT IX, 420,7-10. 
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cerning the creator, 1. 148 God as creator, 9,1.9; 2. God as creator while 
Wisdom is present, 8,4; 9,9; 3. Wisdom as creator, 7,22; 8,5,6. It is 
the view of Alexandrian philosophical theology, that the transcendent 
God cannot be directly involved in creation, so that one of his personified 
properties, Wisdom, acts as a mediator in creation. Wisdom borrows 
many of the qualities of God. She is "beneficent, loving toward man, 
all-powerful, all-surveying" (Wisdom of Sol. 7,23). God's Word and 
his Wisdom are mediators of creation: "0 God of the fathers, and Lord 
who keepest thy mercy, who madest all things by thy word, and by 
thy wisdom formedst man." 149 "Formation" is creation by means 
of the hands. Creation by the hand of God is also mentioned and 
the hand has the same attributes as Wisdom: "For thine all-powerful 
hand, that created the world out of formless matter ... " (Wisd of Sol. 
11,17). Both Wisdom and Hand are all-powerful and involved in 
the formatio. One has the impression that Logos, Wisdom and Hand 
are interchangeable as mediators of creation. 

Creation by the hand of God is refered to in the Odes of Solomon, 
"For I was established and lived and was redeemed. And my foundations 
were laid on account of the Lord's hand; because he has planted me" 
(Od. Sol. XXXVIII, 17). The hand of the Lord represents his outward 
activity towards man, which effects man's creation as well as his 
redemption. God's hand is the hypostasis through which he saves 
and protects, "Let thy right hand 150 set our salvation to victory, 
and let it receive from every region, and preserve it on the side of 
everyone who is besieged by misfortunes" (Od. Sol. XVIII,7). "Thou 
art the right hand of salvation and my helper".lSl "For the right hand 
of the Lord is with you, and he will be your helper" (Od. Sol. VIII,6). 
Jesus identifies himself with the hand of God: "And I am wholly the 
right hand of the Father, I am even in him that maketh perfect" 
(Ep. Ap. 19(30)). As we speak of a so called "Logos-Christology" or 
"Wisdom-Christology", we could also speak of a "Hand-Christology". 
This would appear to be derived from certain passages from the OT 

148 S. Holmes, in R. H. Charles, Apocrypha OT 1,528. 
149 Wisd. of Sol. 9,1,2; cf. Sil 115,17-19, "the things which have come into being 

through the Word, which is the Son as the image of the Father". 
150 Feminine, as in our passage from Sil. 
151 Cf. Sil. 97,1, Christ as ~Olle6C;; Od. Sol. XXV,2. 
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in which the "Hand of the Lord" functions as a hypostasis of God 
and has a definite "personality" of its ownY2 e.g. Ps. 118,15-17: 
"With his right hand the Lord does mighty deeds, the right hand of 
the Lord raises up. I shall not die but live". The idea of Jesus as the 
right hand of God which vanquishes the evil one also occurs in the 
Acts of Thomas: "Jesus most high, voice arising from perfect mercy, 
Saviour of all, the right hand of the light (t't ()E~iu 'too <po)'t"o~), over
throwing the evil one in his own nature into one place" (Acts of Thom. 
V, c. 48). The Syriac version reads, "Jesus right hand of the Father/ 53 

who has hurled down the evil one to the lowest limit".154 A. F. J. Klijn 
remarks that the conception of Jesus as the right hand of the Father 
"is not available in the NT" and refers to Ep. Ap. 19 and Od. Sol. 
XXV,2.155 We may conclude that we here encounter a characteristic 
Jewish Christian conception. 

G. Quispel 156 has pointed to the close relations between the Pseudo
Clementines, according to him the most important source for Jewish 
Christianity, and historical Judaism. These works over against a Greek 
abstract idea of God, assert that God has a form. This is the case in 
the particular conception of the Messiah and the Devil as the right 
and the left hand of God respectivily. We again encounter here the 
doctrine of the two kingdoms, both instituted by God, namely the 
evil kingdom of the present aeon under the supervision of the Devil, 
and the good kingdom of the aeon to come under the guidance of 
the Messiah. The intention of this doctrine was to include both good 
and evil within the administration of the good God, so that evil 
would be seen as ultimately serving God's plan with regard to his 
creation. Thus it was also a theodicy. This is congruous with Sirach: 
"Good and evil, life and death, poverty and wealth come from Jahveh" 
(Sirach 11,14). The Pseudo-Clementines say concerning the kings of 
the two ages: "Moreover, these two leaders are the swift hands of 
God ('tUXEtat XEiPE~ 9wo), eager to anticipate him so as to accomplish 

152 Especially "the right hand". 
153 The same expression as in Sit 115,5. 
154 A. F. J. Klijn, The Acts of Thomas, 90. 
155 Op. cit., 241. 
156 In his discussion of Jewish Christianity, in VC 22, 1968, 83. 
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his will. I 57 But that this is so, has been said even by the Law in the 
person of God: 'I will kill, and 1 will make alive; 1 will strike and 1 will 
heal' (Deut. 32,39). He kills through the left hand (btU 'tfi~ apt(m;pa~), 
that is through the evil one ... And he saves and benefits through the 
right hand (btU 'tfi~ bE~ta~), that is through the good one. Now these 
have not their substances ('tu~ oucria~) outside God (E~(OeEV "COu ewu), 
for there is no other primal source (apx'il),' (Hom. XX,3,4-7). Ultimately 
even the Devil can achieve a favourable destiny: "The wicked one, 
then having served God blamelessly to the end of the present world, 
can become good (ayae6~) by a change in his composition ... For 
not even more does he evil, although he is evil, since he has received 
power to amict lawfully (voJ.1iJ.1(O~)" (Hom. XX,3,9). Here we encounter 
Origen's monistic system ante litteram, the notorious a1tOKa'tacr'taO'l~ 
of the Devil included. The doctrine of the two kingdoms, instituted 
by God, is in harmony with what Epiphanius writes about the Ebionites 
(Pan. 30,16,2.3). Although Christ is called "the right hand of God" 
in the passage from the Pseudo-Clementines, this is a different con
ception from the one we find in Sil about Christ as God's hand in 
creation, and therefore not relevant here. Other quotations from Jewish 
Christian sources, however, have demonstrated that the imagery of 
the hand of God as a designation of his external activity, whether 
through the mediation of the Logos, Wisdom or the Spirit, and especially 
in connection with creation, was not uncommon in these documents, 
so that Sil could have derived its idea from this tradition, which is 
all the more probable since the idea does not occur in the NT.Is8 

115,16-19. For all dwells in God (that is,) the things which have come 
into being through the Word (A6yoC;), which is the Son as the image of 
the Father. 

The idea of the creation through the Word of God is well known 
in Jewish and Jewish Christian tradition. "By the Word of God his 
works were formed" (Sirach 42,15). "0 God ... who madest all things 
by thy Word ... and by thy Wisdom formedst man, the things which have 
come into being through the Word" (Wisd of Sol. 9,1.2). "Our Lord 

157 {){;A.T]J.1U; there is one divine will directing both Christ and the Devil. 
158 G. Quispel also considers the idea of Christ as "the hand of God" to be 

of Jewish Christian origin, in VC 33, 1979,85. 
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and Redeemer Jesus Christ ... , the heavenly one, that sitteth at the 
right hand of the throne of the Father; who by his Word made the 
heavens, and formed the earth and that which is in it" (Ep. Ap. 3 
(14». 

115,20.21. For God is near by, he is not far off. 

G. Quispel has made a very significant comment about this passage. 159 
According to him this is a quotation from Jer. 23,23 (LXX). "The 
Hebrew text says exactly the opposite: '''Am I a God at hand', says 
the Lord, 'and not a God far off?"'160 Quispel points to the fact that 
the LXX says: '''I am a God that draws near', says the Lord, 'and 
not a God far off". He assumes that this happened under the influence 
of the Porch. He quotes Dio Chrysostom, Olympic Discourse XII, 
28, who remarks that primitive men did not live far from or outside 
GOd. 161 Clement of Alexandria (Strom. 11,2,5,4) also quotes Jer 23,23 
according to the LXX and says that when a man is acting in a rational 
way, God is near to him. Quispel says that Clement and Silonly have 
in common the fact that they quote the same text, but nothing else 
in addition to that. In general Quispel is right, but his remark demands 
some further explication. Sil undoubtedly betrays the influence of the 
Porch, but only in the sphere of his moral teaching, as is also the 
case with Clement. Thus both of them display a very strong emphasis 
on the transcendence of God, while the Stoic conception of God 
is pantheistic and immanentistic. According to the Porch God is the 
cr1U;PllanKo~ A6yo~ working as ordering principle within the phen
omenal world. Sil says in a Platonic pericope (Sil 99,31-100,4): "For 
do not think in your heart that God exists [in a] place. If you localize the 
[Lord of] all in a place, then it is fitting for you to say that the place is 
more exalted than he who dwells in it. For that which contains is 
more exalted than that which is contained." The Stoic pantheistic 

159 G. Quispel, in VC 33, 1979, 85. 
160 The problems raised by the use of the OT in Coptic Texts can not be entered 

into here. The Hebrew text was not accessible for Egyptian natives of course and 
in addition the Jews in Northern Egypt were so influenced by Greek culture that 
they only used the LXX. The relations of the LXX with the Hebrew OT are another 
question. 

161. See G. Mussies' remark on Minucius Felix, Oct., XXXll, God "nobis proxi
mus", in NT XXI, 1979, 187. 
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god is contained within the visible world. When Sil speaks of mind 
and reason as divine principles in man he derives this from the 
idea of creation in the image of God. As transcendent, God is incom
prehensible (Sil 100,13-18). God is only in a place according to his 
b0va~.uc;, but not according to his divinity (Sil 100,34 - 101,3). "In the 
exalt.ation of his divinity nothing contains him" (Sil 101,6-8). On 
the other haQd it is true: "Everything is in God, but God is not in 
anything" (SillOl,9.10). This is what we call pan-en-theism, not pan
theism. This clarifies what Dio Chrysostom says: "far from God" = 
"outside God". That God is near means that we are in God, not that 
God is in us. When we do compare Sil with Jewish Christian tradition, 
we find he shares the strongly transcendent idea of God which is 
characteristic of the Jews. Philo too, although deeply influenced by 
the Stoa, did not deviate from the Jewish idea of the transcendent 
God. Sit and Clement also agree in this respect, that they were 
influenced by the Porch as regards their moral doctrine, not their 
idea of God. 162 The statement in Sil that "God is near by" should 
therefore not be explained in the sense of Stoic pantheism, nor can 
that be the intention of the LXX as a Jewish product. The cop
ing-stone of this demonstration is a passage from the Pseudo-Clemen
tines, according to Quispel the principal document of Jewish Christia
nity, 163 and, as a Jewish writing, not denying the idea of a transcendent 
God, the touchstone of every genuine variety of Judaism. In this 
writing we read, "For thus he (God) is comprehensible and incom
prehensible, near and far (eyyuc; Kat llaKpciv) being here and there, 
as being the only existent one" (Hom. XVII,IO,3).164 The incom
prehensibility of God refers, as in Sil, to his transcendence, which is 
not diminished by the fact that his power works in his creation 
and that his Spirit (ruach) can enter the heart of man. As always 
our "text" also ought not to be isolated from the context, which runs, 
"For all dwells in God, (that is) the things which have come into being 
through his Word, which is the Son as the image of the Father. 

162 See J. Zandee, "The Teachings oj Silvanus" and Clement oj Alexandria, Leiden 
1977, I, notes 8 and 9; H. Chadwick, Early Christian Thought and the Classical 
Tradition, Oxford 1971,39,41. 

163 G. Quispel, in VC 22, 1968, 82. 
164 Cf. Sil 101,24, God "the Existent One". 
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For God is near by, he is not far off' (Si/lOl,16-2l). God is near by, 
not because he is the pantheistic cr1t€Plla'tt1(O~ Myo~ of the Porch, 
which permeates nature, but because nothing is outside the care of 
the transcendent God of the OT who has spoken: "Heaven is my 
throne and earth my footstool" (/sa. 66,1). 

115,30-35. This is what God has given to the human race so that for this 
reason every man might be chosen before all the angels and archangels. 

91,27-30. You will reign over every place on earth and will be honored 
by the angels and archangels. 

On man's position in relation to the angels we might compare 
1 Cor 6,3, "Are you not aware that we are to judge angels?" According 
to the Ascensio Iesaiae Isaiah will be elevated to the seventh heaven, 
above the angels: "The angel who conducted me ... said to me: 
Do not worship either angel nor throne, that belong to the six 
heavens, on account of which I have been sent, in order to conduct 
you, until I shall say it to you in the seventh heaven. For above 
all heavens and their angels your throne has been erected, and also 
your garments and your crown (have been placed) there, which you 
still see" (Asc. Ies. VII,2l). "Verily I (Christ) say unto you, such 
and so great joy hath my Father prepared for you that the angels and 
the powers desired and do desire to see it and look upon it; but 
it is not given to them to behold the glory of my Father" (Ep. Ap. 19 
(30)).165 The ultimate position of man will be higher than the angels. 
The OT idea of election is also encountered in the Odes of S%man, 
"Grace is for the elect ones, and who shall receive it but they who 
trusted in it from the beginning? Love is for the elect ones ... " (ad. Sol. 
XXIII,2). 

115,36 -116,5. For God does not need to put any man to the test. He 
knows all things before they happen, and he knows the hidden things 
of the heart. They are all revealed and found wanting in his presence. 

Although the central part of this pericope deals with God's fore
knowledge, the main theme is that God examines the human heart 
and knows in particular what is wrong with it. 

In Wisd of Sol. 8,8 the foreknowledge of Sophia is prophetic. In 

165 cr. 1 Pet 1,12. 
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Judith 11,19 too a prophetic foreknowledge is concerned. In Judith 
9,6 God's knowledge is his pre-determination. In Rom. 8,29; 11,2 
God's foreknowledge refers to those who are his and whom he has 
elected beforehand. 166 In our pericope also God's foreknowledge is 
of the same character as that in the prophets, referring to knowledge 
of things before they happen. According to Clement of Alexandria 
also God knows things before they happen. 167 In general however, 
one must admit that God's foreknowledge is not a conception unique 
to Jewish Christianity but is encountered everywhere in the Hellenistic 
world and is also a theme in contemporary philosophy. 

In Jewish Christian writings, God's foreknowledge, as in our passage, 
mainly refers to God's knowledge of man's inner life. This is the case 
in the Pseudo-Clemen tines : "Whence it must before all things be known, 
that nowhere can truth be found unless from a prophet of truth. 
But he (Christ) is the true prophet, who always knows all things, 
and even the thoughts of all men, who is without sin, as being convinced 
respecting the judgment of God. Wherefore we ought not simply 
to consider respecting his foreknowledge, but whether his foreknowledge 
can stand, apart from other cause" (Hom. 111,11,1). That God's 
knowledge primarily has the inner life of man as its object is clear 
in the Acts of Thomas: "No man cometh unto him that is unclean 
and vile: for he knoweth our inmost hearts and the depths of our 
thought, and it is not possible for any to escape him" (Acts of Thorn. 
XI, c. 136). This is a theme well known from the OT, e.g. Ps. 139,1.23, 
"0 Lord thou hast searched 168 me out, and known me : thou knowest 
my down-sitting, and mine up-rising ... Try me, 0 God, and seek 
the ground of my heart: prove me, and examine my thoughts". See 
also Jer. 17,10. Sirach 42,18: "He searcheth out the deep and (man's) 
heart ... For Jahveh possesses all knowledge ... declareth past and 
future." 

In some cases real foreknowledge of things which are going to happen 
is spoken of. "And he who created me when yet I was not knew 
what I would do when I came into being" (Od. Sol. VII,9). "Thou 

166 See G. Kittel, TWNT I 716. 
167 See on "foreknowledge of God" in Clement, J. Zandee, "The Teachings of 

Silvanus" and Clement of Alexandria, Leiden 1977, 125.126. 
168 LXX Ps 138,1 : OOKlI!U!;ElV, as in Sil 115,37. 
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(Christ) knowest what things are going to happen" (Acts of Thom. 
I, c. 10). God's omniscience occurs in the Gospel of Thomas: "Do 
not tell lies, and do not do what you hate, for all things are plain 
in the sight of Heaven. For nothing hidden will not become manifest, 
and nothing covered will remain without being uncovered" (Log. 6; 
33,18-22; cf. Mt. 10,26). Here also God's knowledge has the hidden 
sins of the human heart as its object, as in our passage and this aspect 
is more reminiscent of the OT than the rather abstract idea of a general 
foreknowledge on the part of God. 

116,5-9. Let no one ever say that God is ignorant. For it is not right to 
place the creator (oTlI.noupy6~) of every creature in ignorance. 

This passage seems to be directed against the Gnostics who asserted 
that the demiurge, the god of the OT, who was lower than the heavenly 
Father, was responsible for this deficient world, because he was brought 
forth from the ignorance of the fallen Sophia. In the Pseudo-Clementines 
a passage occurs where similar problems are discussed. Peter is here 
opposing Simon Magus. In a discussion with Clement he also rejects 
a writing which asserts that God is ignorant. Peter mentions "the 
only good God, the Maker also of the world" (Hom., 11,40,3), who 
consequently has no demiurge as a lower god under him. "However, 
listen, how God is ignorant of nothing, but even foreknows" (1tPOYIVrocr
K£1;169 Hom. 11,49,1). "How, then, should he, who gave to man the 
gift of foreknowledge, being God, himself be ignorant?" (Hom. II, 
50,2). The connection between knowledge and foreknowledge on the 
part of God, as in our passage, is worth noting. "It being acknowledged 
by us that God foreknows all things, there is every necessity that 
the scriptures are false which say that he is ignorant" (Hom. 11,50,3). 
It is fairly probable that Peter also, like Sil, is alluding to Gnostic 
writings. 

117,3-9. If you do not know [yourself], you will not be able to know 
all of these (God, Christ, etc.). Open the door for yourself that you may 
know the Existent One. Knock on yourself that the A.6yo~ may open for 
you. 

92,10-12. But before everything, know your birth. Know yourself, that 
is, from what substance you are. 

169 1tpOY1VWcrKE1, cf. SilI16,1.2. 
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This is a statement about the close relationship between self-knowledge 
and knowledge of God. Already Socrates had interpreted the Delphic 
yv6)fh crWIYtOV in the sense of: know the 8atJlOVlOV within you. 
Gnosticism laid claim to self-knowledge as knowledge of one's descent 
from the divine Pleroma and the way of return to it. In Sit too 
self-knowledge is knowledge of one's creation according to the image 
of God, which means that a man has mind and reason, the "divine" 
within him. Clement of Alexandria asserted: "If one knows himself, 
he will know God" (Paed. 111,1,1,1).170 These ideas seem more inspired 
by current (popular) philosophy than by specifically Jewish thought. 
This, however, is not to say that they do not also occur in Jewish 
Christian literature. In the Acts of Thomas the apostle has brought 
a man to conversion who was going to marry and who now through 
better insight rejects matrimony in Essene fashion. The converted 
person says: "0 Lord that has been proclaimed by the stranger .. , 
who hast shown me thyself and revealed unto me all my state wherein 
I am ... (who) hast shown me how to seek myself and know who I was, 
and who and in what manner I now am, that I may again become that 
which I was: whom I knew not, but thyself didst seek me out: of 
whom I was not aware, but thyself hast taken me to thee" (Acts of Thorn. 
I, c. 15). Christ has made this man aware of his situation and of his 
proper destiny. Self-knowledge and knowledge of Christ go hand in 
hand. In the Gospel of Thomas, too, self-knowledge is repeatedly dealt 
with. "Rather, the Kingdom is inside of you, and it is outside of you. 
When you come to know yourselves, then you will become known, 
and you will realize that it is you who are the sons of the living 
Father. But if you will not know yourselves, you dwell in poverty and 
it is you who are in the poverty" (Log. 3; 32,25 - 33,5). Self-knowledge is 
knowing one's true self, namely, one's proper essence as child of 
God and member of his Kingdom. "He who knows all except himself 
is in want of everything" (Log. 67; 45,19.20). 

Thus our passage from Sit is not a characteristic specimen of Jewish 
Christianity. 

170 See J. Zandee, "The Teachings of Silvanus" and Clement of Alexandria, 129, 130. 
G. QuispeJ, in VC 33, 1979, 85. 
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117,21.22. That which you will knock upon for yourself, you will knock 
upon, benefitting (ro<PEAEiv) you~self. 

118,6.7. Knowing that God's way is always profitable. 

It is characteristic of OT wisdom literature to say that it is "useful" 
to keep to God's ways. In the book of Proverbs it is often said that 
obedience to God results in happiness. "My son, keep watch over 
your ability and prudence, do not let them slip from sight ... Then 
you will go your way without care, and your feet will not stumble" 
(Prov. 3,21-23). On the other hand the conduct of the foolish man is 
not profitable, "Ill-gotten wealth brings no profit" (LXX OUK cOq>€A:ft
crouow; Provo 10,2). This is the same kind of pious utilitarianism 
as is encountered in Silo We might also compare: "You, then, be on 
your guard against the world ... lest the robbers find a way to come 
to you, because they will find the profit which you expect" (Gospel 
of Thorn., Log. 21; 37,10-15). One who is on his guard against the 
world will find "profit" in it. We may assume that this expectation 
of happiness in the case of a life which is agreeable to God, as found 
in Jewish wisdom literature, was not unknown to Jewish Christians. 
Compare further the use of cOq>€AElV in the NT (Mt. 16,26; Mk. 8,38; 
1 Tim. 4,6, etc.). 

117,25-28. My son, first purify yourself towards the outward life (1toAl'tda) 
in order that you may be able to purify the inward. 

This seems to be an odd inversion of Mt. 23,25.26. In Sil's case, 
this saying may perhaps be clarified by Sit 108,1.2, "But first, nurture 
your reasoning powers (Aoytcr~6C;) before you drink of it" (Christ, 
the true vine). It is Sil's method first to encourage one to a rational 
way of life, keeping to mind and reason as guide and teacher, van
quishing the animalistic irrational passions, in order to prepare the 
way for belief in Christ. This could mean first purifying the outward 
aspect of human behaviour, in order to come to inward conversion. 
You have to drive out the enemies (passions) from the camp of your 
soul in order that God and his Spirit may enter (Sil 86,16-19). In 
this case, too, the improvement of outer life precedes the renewal of 
inner life. 

In the Gospel of Thomas (Log. 89; 48,13-16) we read, "Why do you 
wash the outside of the cup? Do you not realize that he who made 
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the inside is the same one who made the outside?" The saying is 
enigmatic, but in the second half there seems to be some stress on 
the "outside", more than on the "inside". Perhaps a pericope from 
the Pseudo-Clementines can throw some light on the passage quoted 
from Silo The passage is preceded by an exposition on baptism (to 
some degree a purification of the outside). "Moreover, it is good, 
and tends to purity, also to wash the body with water. I call it good, 
not as if it were that prime good of purifying the mind, but because 
this of the washing of the body is the sequel of that good ... " (quota
tion of Mt. 23,25.26; Ree. VI,ll,l). "For truly, if the mind be purified 
by the light of knowledge, when once it is clean and clear, then it 
necessarily takes care of that which is without a man, that is, his 
flesh, that it also may be purified. But when that which is without 
("ista quae deforis est"), the cleansing of the flesh ("purifieatio earn is"), 
is neglected, it is certain that there is no care taken of the purity 
of the mind and the cleanness of the heart. Thus therefore it comes to 
pass, that he who is clean inwardly is without doubt cleansed outwardly 
also, but not always that he who is clean outwardly is also cleansed 
inwardly - to wit, when he does these things that he may please men" 
(Ree. VI, II ,4-6). Although the "inside", the pure mind, is more 
important than the "outside", the purification of the flesh, the way 
of perceptible behaviour, the latter is not without significance and 
can also influence the state of the mind. Perhaps among Jewish 
Christians there was still some degree of adherence to Jewish ritualism, 
over such matters as purification rites and the prescriptions of the 
Law, which were esteemed necessary for being a good Christian. For 
Sil this could involve the kind of life described in wisdom literature, 
which concurs with what Sit conceives as walking in the way of mind 
and reason. 

117,28-30. And be not as the merchants of the Word of God. 

Although this statement is difficult to explain on account of its 
brevity, one could compare it with some lines from the Gospel of 
Thomas, which run, "Businessmen and merchants will not enter the 
places of my Father" (Log. 64; 44,34.35). G. Quispel,t 71 in his 

171 G. Quispel, in VC 19,1965,67. See also A.F.J. Klijn, Edessa 80.81. 
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commentary on this logion, points to Zephaniah I,ll and Zechariah 
14,21 for a biblical depreciation of merchants, and he thinks that 
the passage from logion 64 has something to do with Christian asce
tism, which had a Jewish Christian background. Sit advises, "Do 
not become desirous of gold and silver which are profitless" (Sit 89, 
17-19), and the story of the purification of the temple (In 2,13-25) is 
explained symbolically in this way: "Let him (Christ) enter the temple 
which is within you so that he may cast out all the merchants" (Sil 
109,15-17). "The merchants" are the powers of the Adversary or the 
irrational inclinations, which one should abandon in order to live a 
rational life, and pave the way for Christ. It may be that Sil 117,28-30 
is also echoing Jewish ascetism which was more strictly practised 
by the Essenes and Encratites. 

In conclusion let us sum up the results of this investigation. The 
question was whether it could be demonstrated that there were some 
connections between Sit and Jewish Christianity. The answer was 
considerably hampered by the poor state of the sources. It appeared 
that we scarcely possess clearcut documents of Jewish Christianity. 
The Pseudo-Clementines, which have some reputation as Jewish 
Christian documents, call Christ "the true Prophet" and therefore 
represent a subordinationistic Christology. Moreover they show 
similarities with Ebionitism and Essenism. Therefore they belong 
to a heretical branch of Jewish Christianity. The Acts of Thomas 
preach abstention as the way of salvation and recall the moral attitude 
of Essenism. The Gospel of Thomas is Encratite, but some sayings 
resemble Gnostic conceptions. The Gospel of the Hebrews might possibly 
have been one of the best sources, but all that is extant consists of a 
number of chance quotations in Patristic literature. Further, there is 
no doubt that all these sources betray the influence of Hellenism, 
for instance when the Acts of Thomas accentuate the antithesis 
corruptibility-incorruptibility which cannot be traced back to the OT. 
What has been quoted from these sources in order to throw light on 
Sit could therefore in part be simply the common currency of Hellenized 
second century Christianity. 

Jewish Christian traces which could be ascertained with some degree 
of certainty are, for example: Christ as personified Wisdom (Sil 89, 
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5-8; 106,23; 107,9-12; 112,33-35; 113,13-15); the fear of God (Sil 
114,19-22); Christ as the Hand of God (Sil 115,3-8); self-knowledge 
(Sil 117,3-9); acting to one's profit (Sil 117,21.22); depreciation of 
merchants (Sil 117,28); the commandments of Christ and Jewish 
legalism (Sil 91,25.26); Christ as an angel (Sil 106,27); Christ or 
God as a friend (Sil90,31 - 91,1; 98,8-10; 110,14.15); the female element 
in God (Sil91,14-17). These and some less important instances might 
well be considered as an echo of Jewish Christian tradition. 

Finally one most important conclusion should be mentioned. In Sil 
Christ is not only the Word or the Son of God, but he is also equated 
with God himself. Christ is God (Sil103,34; 110,17.18; 111,5). Christ 
has the same epithets as the God of the ~T. God is Father (Sil 91, 
7-9; 14-17) and Christ is called Father (Sil96,30); God is man's friend 
(Sil 98,8-10) and Christ is man's friend (Sil 90,31-91;1; 110,14.15); 
Christ is a helper (Sil97,1-3; 114,14-16), an epithet commonly applied 
to God in the OT, but rarely to Christ in the NT; Christ is a King 
(Sil 96,30; 111,15-20), again a well known epithet of God in the OT, 
which can also be said of the epithet "guide" (Sil 103,30-32). Both 
God and Christ are comprehensible and incomprehensible at the 
same time: in their divine essence, which is absolutely transcendent, 
man cannot understand them, but in Christ's incarnation or in the 
working of God's power on earth both of them are comprehensible 
to a certain extent (Sil 102,1-4; 113,13; 116,12-25). Christ is both 
begotten and unbegotten (Sil1OI,35 -102,1), the second attribute (Greek 
uytwrrroc;) belonging primarily to God. Christ is called "Angel" (Sil 
106,27), which never occurs in the NT, but is encountered in Jewish 
Christian sources, and can be derived from the OT, where in a number 
of cases the mal'ak Jahveh is practically equivalent to Jahveh him
self. 

The designation of Christ as "God" is comprehensible from the 
standpoint of Jewish Christians. The Jewish faith was strictly mono
theistic. "You shall have no gods to set against me". Christ could 
not be a second God besides the unique God, so that he only could 
be God himself. That some Jewish Christian writings show a sub
ordinationistic Christo logy does not contradict this: they mostly belong 
to heretical side branches like the Pseudo-Clementines. 
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Like Sil, the Epistula Apostolorum also accentuates the unity of 
the Father and the Son. 172 For the Jews this conception was not a 
difficulty, but it was, however, for the Greeks, for whom Christ was 
a "folly", so that they were unable to combine God and man in one 
person. Thus they were driven to the complicated formulas of the 
Nicaenum (OllooucrtOC;) and the Chalcedonense (ucroyx.u't(OC;, utpe1ttWC;, 
UDtatpetWC;, uxwpicrtIDC;). But the churches of Syria, Palestine and 
Egypt opted for monophysitism and up to this day they worship 
Mary as the 9COtOKOC;. It cannot be fortuitous that monophysitism 
is confessed precisely in those areas where the Jewish Christians were 
predominant till late in the second century. And so we would summarize 
our exposition by saying that monophysitism is a legacy of Jewish 
Christianity. 1 73 

Colophon: The author is greatly indebted to the Rev, A. H. B. Logan, 
Exeter University, for checking the English of this article. 

172 Neutest Apokr J, H. Duensing (introduction), 126; M. Hornschuh, PTS 5, 31, 
although Christ was brought forth, he is ne\;ertheless aytvvr)'w<; like the Father. 

173 See, with respect to the influence of lewish Christianity in Egypt, C. H. Roberts, 
Manuscript, Society and Belief in Early Christian Egypt (The Schweich Lectures 1977), 
London 1979, e.g. p. 45, "lerusalem would have been the natural fons et origo of 
Egyptian Christianity"; p. 71, "The original Christian mission to Egypt, addressed to 
the lews and particularly to the lews of Alexandria, came from the Church in lerus
alem." The explanations of A. Bohlig concerning the influence of ludaism and lewish 
Christianity on Gnosticism too make it probable that the position of lewish Christianity 
in Alexandria at an early date was rather influential. The importance of the apostle 
lames in the First and Second Apocalypse of James, NHC V,I and 2, and in the 
Gospel of Thomas, NHC 11,2, is such an evidence of lewish Christianity as a possible 
background of some Coptic Gnostic writings. A. Bohlig, Der judische und juden
christliche Hintergrund in Gnostischen Texten von Nag Hammadi, in Origini (SHR 
XII), 109-140. 



INDEX OF SOURCES 

I. Biblical Texts . 
2. Jewish and Samaritan Texts. 

a. Jewish Texts 
b. Samaritan Texts 

3. Greek and Latin Texts 
4. Coptic Texts . 

a. Nag Hammadi Texts . 
b. Other Coptic Texts 

5. Syriac and other Oriental Texts. 
a. Syriac Texts 
b. Iranian Texts . 
c. Egyptian and Arabic Texts 

I. BIBLICAL TEXTS 

Genesis 23,21 
1-2 337 25, 8 
I, 1-2 570 27,21 
I, I 144, 159, 160 29, 42-43 LXX 
1,2a 458-464 
1,2 26 Leviticus 
I, 26f. 44, 57 6, 13 
1,26 519,526,527,570 19,18 
2, 7 26, 57, 341 
2,9 550 Numbers 
3 490 4, 20 
3, I 505, 507 9,10 
3, 20 323 
5, 18-24 87 Deuteronomy 
6 490 4,19 
6, 17 221 4, 36 
15, II 195 4,39 
23, 13 159 6,5 LXX 
28, 10-22 83 10, II 
32, 22-29 83 10, 17 

17,3 
Exodus 26, 15 

14,26-27 418 28, 6 
18, 13 200 29, 25 
20, 20 198 31,2 
21, 17 193 32,3 
23,20f. 157 32,8 

585 
590 
590 
593 
594 
608 
608 
613 
614 
614 
615 
616 

158 
483 
200 
343 

439 
197 

157 
201 

80 
158 
540 
342 
158 
559 
80 

158 
200 
80 

200 
159 

80,81,82,83 
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Isaiah Amos 
5 123 3,6 562 
6, 3 342 8, 14 150, 151, 156 
9, 6 555 
11,9 514 Micah 
24,21-22 81,82 10, 13 81 
28, I 341 10,21 81 
31,7 570 
40, 2 570 Zephaniah 
40,18 540 I, II 582 
40,25 540 
40,31 568 Zechariah 
45,2 543 7, Iff. 152 
45,7 562 9, 9 323, 325 
45,12 570 14,21 582 
46, 9 326 
48,13 570 Malachi 
65, 17 191 I, II 435 
66, 1-2 570 4, 2 533 
66, I 576 
66,2 570 Judith 

9,6 577 
Jeremiah 11,19 577 

3, 16 191 
17, 10 577 Wisdom of Solomon 

23, 18 563 3,5-6 198 
23, 23-24 540 5, 15 510 
23,23 LXX 574 7, 1-12 518 
28,39 341 7, I 341 
36(43), 26 90,91 7,22 571 

7,23 571 

Lamentations 7, 25-26 565, 566 

1-2 325 7, 27 517 
8,3 518 
8,4 571 

Ezekiel 8,5-6 571 
6, 15 195 8, 7 317 
16, 11-12 325 8, 8 576 

8,21-36 442 
Daniel 9, I 442, 571 

4,27 195 9, 1-2 571, 573 
7, 9 85 9, 9 518,571 
10, 13 80, 81, 82 9,13 563 
10,20 80,81 9,16 563 
13,21 82 11,9-10 198 

11,17 571 
Hosea 13, I 532 

I, 10 526 15,2 558 
12, I LXX 343 17,2-3 514 
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Wisdom oj'Jesus Sirach 13,48 197 
4,11 518 14,25-26 418 
6,6-7 531 15, 19 316,318,319 
6, 9 531 16,3 198 
6, 13 531 16,26 580 
6,31 509 17, 19 520 
9, 18 531 18, 1 192 
11,14 572 18,7 194 
11,20 507 18, 10 58 
15,2 518 18, 12-13 199 
15, 11 548 18, 19 199 
15, 14 548 18,23-35 569 
17, 17 80 19, 19 197 
20,1 531 22,19 202 
20,5 531 22, 30 31 
20, 8 531 22,39 197 
24 489 23, 25-26 580, 581 
24, 1-22 323 23, 27 549 
24, 9 518 24,28 194, 195 
24, 12 81 24,40 192 
24, 19 515 25 126 
29, 12 201 25, 1-13 123,514,526 
31,5 516 
37, 7-8 531 Mark 
42, 15 573 2, 3 367 
42, 18 577 3, 19-27 367 
43, 1 ff. 536 4, 4 199 
43, 27 536 7,21-22 316,318 

7,41 192 
Matthew 8, 38 580 

3, 16 334 9, 34 192 
3, 17 123 12, 15 202 
5, 17-20 519 12,25 31 
6, 20 512,513 12,30 342 
6, 25 200 12,31 197 
10 367 
10,11 198 Luke 
10,26 578 1, 77 (Pesh,) 334 
10,37 192 2, 36-37 439 
10,38 192 6,45 197 
11, 16-19 551 8, 5 199 
11,27 534 8, 16 200 
12, 18 200 8,40 200 
12, 22-30 367 9,46 192 
12,35 197 10,27 197 
12,45 317 1 J, 14-16 367 
13,4 198, 199 11, 17-23 194 
13,24 198 11,27 197 
13,46 197 1 J, 42-43 193 
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11,52 199 12, IS 58 
12,22 200 IS 519 
12,52 193 IS, 1-21 499 
12,56 198 17,27 540 
14, 18 198 20,27 563 
14,26 192 26, 6-7 439 
14,27 193 
15,3-6 199 Romans 
IS, 18 191 1,20 539 
17,20 200 1,29-31 319 
17,34 192 6, 6 445 
17,37 194, 195 8,29 577 
20, 24 202 8,35 122 
20, 28 37 11,2 577 
20, 34-36 3lff. 12, I 445 

13,12 510 
John 13,14 508 

I, 1-14 484 
I, 1-3 477 1 Corinthians 
I, I 477, 482 I, 18-31 551 
1,3 476,482 1,24 552 
1,4 482 3, 16 549 
1,5 122, 477, 482 5, 1-2 165 
1,9 482 6, 3 576 
I, 10-12 477 6, 13 166 
I, 10 482 6, IS 166 
I, II 482 6, 19 549 
I, 12 f. 121, 123 7 35 
1,14 122,477, 482ff. 7,34 203 
1,16 477 8, I 333 
2, 13-25 549, 582 9,25 508 
4, 5 198 11,3 507 
7 367 
10,7-10 552 2 Corinthians 
10,30 527 I, I Off. 122 
10,38 559 8, 8 198 
II, II 516 
13, 3lff. 122 Galatians 
14,6 541,542 2,7-10 499 
14,9 527 3,24 323 
15 123 3, 27 508, 510 
15, I 558 6,2 319 
IS, 13-15 516 
16, 13 122 Ephesians 
20,28 599 2, 19 558 

5, 14 533 
Acts 

7,50 570 Philippians 
12, 1-19 555 2,6-11 560 
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Colossians 1 Peter 
I, 15 534 I, 12 576 
1,29 508 
2, 15 545 2 Peter 
3,5-17 318 3, 9 569 

1 Timothy 1 John 

4, 6 580 3, 6 558 

5,5 439 3,9 558 
4, 18 568 
5,3 519 

2 Timothy 
4,7f. 508 Revelation 

3, 7f. 552 
Hebrews 6,8 323 

7 488 12 334 
9, II 444 12,9 506 
9, 24 443 20, 2 506 
13,9-16 445 21,9-10 123 
13, 15 445 22 123 

2. JEWISH AND SAMARITAN TEXTS 

a. Jewish Texts 

Talmud and Midrash 

Mishnah Sanhedrin 38a 354 
Berakot V, 3 186 38b 177 

LV,4 187 63b 147 
Sanhedrin X, I 175 100b 175 
Abot II, 13 187 'Abodah Zarah 55a 323 

III, I 183 Hullin 6a 145 
III, 3 195 
VII 195 Yerushalmi 

Berakot lid 179 
Tosefia Terumot I, 6 = 40d 187 

Berakot VI (VII), 20 179 Sanhedrin 28a 175 
'Abodah Zarah 2a 147 

Babli 
Berakot 29b 187 Minor Tractates 

33b 186 Abot of Rabbi Nathan 
Shabbat 115b 343 (version B) XXXII 183 
Sukkah 29a (baraita) 81 Derek Erez 
Hagigah 15a 88, 176, 367 Rabbah I, I 183 

15b 175 Zuta VI 319 
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Tannaitic Midrashim Homiletic Midrashim 
Mekilta to Exodus Pesikta 151a 83 

IV, 29 354 Tunhumah, to Wayyishlah 8 82 
XV, I 83 
XX, 3 179 Late Midrashim 

Midrash Psalms I, 20 83 
M idrash Rabbah 

Genesis Rabbah Targum 
I 460,461 Ps.-Jonathan to Gen. 
XXI,5 354 5,24 87 
XXIII 179 II, 8 82 
LXXVII 89 

Exodus Rabbah Pirke R. Eliezer 27 84 
XXI,5 82 
XXIX, 4 323,324 Emek hammelek 173 83 

Deuteronomy Rabbah IV 58 
Canticles Rabbah VIII, 8 83 

Other Jewish Texts 

Apocalypse of Abraham Ethiopic (I) Enoch 87 
14, 5 f. 84 13, 3 f. 87 
20, 5 84 14 87 
22, 6 84 20 82 

20, 5 81 
Ascension of Isaiah 42, 1-2 489 

I, 3 84 46, If. 553 
11,4 84 61, 10 554 
VII,9-1O 82 71, 14-17 87 
VII,21 576 72-82 87 
VII, 21-22 509 89, 59ff. 82 
VIII-X 544 
IX, 35-36 554 
X,29 84 Slavonic (II) Enoch 

3-22 339 
Syriac Apocalypse of Baruch 3,28-29 89 

7, 2 90 3, 24 89 
55,3 90 4,5-6 88 
63, 6 90 22ff. 87 
75, I 90 24 339 

24ff. 87 
Damascus Document 6, 20-21 199 28-30, 9 339 

30, 15 339 
Elephantine Papyri 30,17-18 339 

22 155 52 339 
22, 123ff. 152 55, 1-2 339 
26,8 153 64, 4 87 
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Hebrew (III) Enoch IV Maccabees 
3,2 88 I, 18 317 
4,10 88 5,35 323 
10,3 88 
14, I 88 

Manual of Discipline (I QS) 16 88 
26, I I 82, 83 

IV 318 

48, I 88 
XI, II 476 

48,9 88 
Philo of Byblos, apud Eusebium, Praep. 

IV Ezra Evang. VIII, 14, 50 149 
4, 36 90 
10,7 325 Philo of Alexandria 
13,55 331 De aeternitate mundi 

8 307 
Josephus, 10 268, 302 

Antiquitates Judaeorum 14-16 299 

VIII, 45-49 317 20f. 301 
XI, 302 ff. 154 32 100 
XX, 92 356 39 308 
XX, 167 356 39-43 300 
XX, 188 356 55 309 

Contra Apiol1em 73 268 

11,91-96 162 74 307 

II, 199-203 163 77 307 

II, 273-275 163 81 300 

De hello Judaico 84 300 

11,261 ff. 356 85 ff. 308 
90 306 

Jubilees 
De agricultura 

51 340 
4, 17-23 87 167-171 340 
15,31 81 De conjusione lingua rum 138 101 
15,31-32 83 De decalogo 

121-131 163 
Life of Adam and Eve 148 340 

Georgian 236-260 De ehrietate 80-85 340 
Greek De fuga et inventione 

3-43 229 49-53 341 
13 243 50-51 323, 325, 327 
37 258 68ff. 340 

Latin 70 44 
1-22 229 Legum allegoriae 
24 229 I, 43-51 341 
30 229 I, 79-81 341 
44 229 1,84 558 

Slavonic (Wells:) II, 3 300 
135 232 11,48-53 340 
136 233 III, 161 26 
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IJI, 180-183 341 IJI, 8-82 163 
IJI,219-223 341 De virtutihus 

De migratione Ahrahami 195-199 341 
23 347 De vita contemplativa 346 

De opijicio mundi De vita Mosis 
17 300 I, 255 268 
45-46 45 Pseudo-Phocy1ides 42 324 
46 39 Testament of Abraham 
68-70 341 10,8-11,3 87 
71-73 340 Testament of Benjamin 
75 44 7, 1 324 
134 57 7, 1-2 316 

De plan ta t ione Testament of Dan 
12-15 340 1,3 503 

De posteritate Caini 5, 1 520 
7 101 5, 10-11 544 
15-21 101 6, 2 556 
22-32 215 Testament of Gad 
169 101 5,3 560 

De providentia Testament of Joseph 
11,60 280 6,6 556 

Quis rerum divinarum heres Testament of Judah 
53 331 25,2 340 

Quod deterius potiori insidiari soleat Testament of Levi 
80 26 13,5 513 

Quod deus sit immutabilis 18,3-4 533 
62 101 Testament of Naphtali 

De sobrietate 8 82 
5 341 8 ff. 83 

De somniis Testament of Rueben 
1,60 347 2, 3-3, 7 317 
I, 199-202 341 3, 3-5 549 
1,215 549 3,3-6 560 

De specialihus legibus 3,4 503 
I, 13 45 5,3 556 
1,48 101 Testament of Simeon 
II, 231 324 2,8 556 

b. Samaritan Texts 

Abraham ipn Ezra, Commentary on Esther 
144, 147, 160 

Abisha ben Pinhas (Cowley, Samaritan 
Liturgy:) 
430, 16ff. 158 
511,23 157 

Abu '1 FatJ.!, Annales Samaritani 
139 146 

613 Commandments and Prohibitions oj" the 
Samaritans, Proh. 208 . 157 

Joshua, The Samaritan Book of 
48 146 

146 
145,146 

157 

49 
50 

Male}; Answer 16; 3a-b 
Memar Marqa 

IJI,5 
IV,2 

Samaritan Targum to Gen. 

158 
157, 159 

1,1 144,146, 
147, 150, 160 
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3. GREEK AND LATIN TEXTS 

Acta johannis II, 6, 3 280 
95 566 II, 7, I 268,269 

II, 7, 7 326 
Acta TllOmae II, 15, 7 268 

7 518 FVS 1,224,6 266 
10 542, 544, 552, 578 
12 526, 550 Albinus, Did. 
15 579 10 110,113 
25 559 14 99 
26 528 
27 55 Anaxagoras, see Presocratics 
28 511,549 
39 518,530,564 Anaximandcr, see Presocratics 
47 566 
48 543,572 Andronicus of Rhodes, see Stoics 
50 518 
52 515, 549 Anthologia Palatina 
60 530, 559 V, 160 (Mel eager of Gadara) 163 
84 550 VII, 142 329 
85 564 IX, 394 324 
86 550 
87 550, 557 Apollonius of Rhodes, Arg. 
88 550 I, 496ff. (= Kern, fro 29) 280, 288 
94 509 1,496-502 281 
98 512 I, 498 (scholion) 305 
109 512,514 IV, 672-674 287 
113 508 IV, 676-680 287 
124 526 
126 563 Apuleius 
136 513, 577 
139 563 Apologia 25-26 361-362 
143 528 
150 510, 520 Metamorphoses 362 
153 533, 543 X,31 322 
156 542 X,32 331 

XI,15 363-64 
Acusilaus, see Presocratics XI,27 387 

Aeschylus, Agamemnon 663-4 268 Aristophanes, Aves 
690-702 27 

Aetius, De plac. phil. 693 ff. 267 
1,7,4-10 301-302 
I, 7, Sf. 310,311,312 Aristotle, 
1,7,7 312 De caelo 
1,7,9 300 I, 3; 269 Bf. 299 
II, 5, I 299 1,4; 271 A 33 298 
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1,9; 279 A 17f. 299 Artapanus, Peri Ioudaion fro 3 
1,10-12; 279 Bf. 299 (ap. Eus. Praep Ev. 9, 27) 348 
I, 10; 279 B 12ff. 30 I, 303, 305 
II, I; 283 Bf. 299 Athenaeus, Dipnosophistae 
11,5; 287 B 14f. 303 VIII (335 B-E) 170 
11,13; 295 A 29f. 280 XII (546 E - 547 A) 170 
III, 2; 301 A 15f. 279 

De genere et corr. Athenagoras, Supplicatio 
11,6; 333 B 12 279 18 23 

Metaphysica 20 23 
1,3-4; 984 B 20-985 B 10 282 

984 B 23f. 267 Augustine 
984 B 25f. 266 COIl/cssiones 
985 A 6f. 283 I, 17 325 
985 A 24f. 279 III, 18 325 
985 A 24-27 283 V, 24 325 
985 A 29-31 283 VII, I 325 

I, 5; 986 A 22 ff. 288 X,51 325 
XI, 6; 1064 B 29f. 296 XII, 23 325 
XII, 2; 1069 B 21 296 Contra FauSlum 

Meteorol. 20,6 63 
1,14; 352 A 17ff. 299 De Civitate Dei 

Physica 1,30 325 
II, I; 192 B 29 303 11,4 384 
VII, 3; 247 B 215 VII, 25 409 
VIII, I; 250 B 24f. 296 X,9 56 

De Philosophia (frs. Ross) De natura bOlli 
15 273 44 63 
16 299,300 
18 268, 302, 303 (Ps.-)Barnabas, Ep. 20 318 
19a-c 299, 302, 308 
19a 300, 301-2, 309 Basil of Caesarea 
19c 300,301,302,307,309 In Hexaemeron II 458 
20 301 

Boethus of Sidon, see Stoics 

Ps.-Aristotle, De mundo 7 21 Calcidius, Comm. in Plat. Tim. 458 
139 (Waszink 220) 44 

Arnobius, Adversus nationes 201 (Waszink 179) 44 

III, 8 324 290, 9-11 (Waszink) 459 

IV, I 326 
IV, 35 384 Chrysippus, see Stoics 

V,5-7 385,422 
Cicero, V,7 396 

V, 42 384 Acad. pro 1,28-29 309 

VII, 33 384 De legibus II, 36-37 161 
De natura deorum 

I, 20 f. 310 
Arrianus, F Gr Hist 156 F 22 396 I, 21 f. 301,310 
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I, 28 266,282 VI, 121 215 
I, 30 103 VII, 57, I 215 
II, 118 (= Panaetius) 307 VIII, I, I 212 

Laelius 24 282 
Lueul/us Clement of Rome, Ep. ad Carinthias 

119 301 59-62 446 
132 309 64 443 

Somnium Seipionis 4, 2 140 65,2 443 
Tuseulanae Disp. 

I, 79 (= Panaetius) 97 (Ps.-)Clement of Rome 
V,5 325 Hamiliae 

1,6,2 567 
Claudius Ptolemy, Tetrahihl. III, 12 50-51 1,7,7 501 

I, 14, I 563 
Cleanthes, see Stoics I, 18, 3 548 

1,19, I 501,530,533,542 
Clement of Alexandria 11,6, I 529 
Eel. proph. 56-57 215 11,6,2 533 
Exc. ex Theodoto 78, 2 135 II, II, I 529 
Paedagogus II, 12, I 535 

I, 12,99 324 11,40, 3 578 
1,29, 3 212 11,49, I 578 
III, I, I 579 II, 50, 2.3 578 

Pro treptieus III, II, I 577 
II, 19, I 388 III, 27. 1-2 524 
II, 19,4 389 III, 34, I 570 
VIII,80 442 III, 62, 3 562 

Quis div. salv. 21, 7 566 IV, 1,4 568 
Stromateis IV, 1-2 567 

11,5,4 574 IV,9, I 522 
II, 45, 5 521 VI, 3, 3-12,2 16 
11,51-52 215 VI, 3, 4-10 14 
II, 51, 3 216 VI,4, I 22 
II, 52, 4 216 VI,4, 1-2 17 
II, 123 324 VI, 5, 2-4 17 
II, 131,6 441 VI, 5, 3 24 
111,6-10 166 VI, 7, 5-8, I 26 
III, 10, I 167 VIII,2, I 569 
III, 12 289 VIII, 21,1-2 562 
III, 14 285 VIII, 23, I 509 
III, 14, 2-3 289 IX, 13, I 505 
111,21-25 289 X, 5, 2 568 
III, 24, 1-2 289 X, 6, 2 504 
III, 27 166 X.10 506 
III, 29, 3 167 X, 12, I 506 
III, 30 166 X, 12,2 515 
V, 12,2 212 X, 14, I 526 
V, 17,2 212 XI, 2, I 520 
V,106 215 XI, 3, 2 502 
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XI,4, I 522 1,45,2 555 
XI, 7,2 569 1,45,3 562 
XI, II, 14 506 1,45, 4-5 551 
XI, 11,5 502,504,513 1,69,4 520 
XI, 8, 1-3 546 II, 28, 3 569 
XI, 16,4 520 II, 29, 2 567 
XI, 19,2 515 11,39 85 
XI, 20, 4 529 11,42 81 
XI, 25, I 514 11,57 86 
XI, 28, 4 529 III, 23, I 547 
XII, 26, 2.6 523 III, 24, 5 547 
XII, 33,4 568 III, 53, 3 513 
XVI, 5, 3 526 II, 75, 6 562 
XVI, 6,7 526 III, 75, 10 547 
XVI, 12, I 519, 523, 526, 570 IV, 5, 3 547, 558 
XVI, 14, I 555 IV, 5, 5 514 
XVI, 14,4 527 IV, 9, I 516 
XVI, 15,2 527 IV, 19, 3 547 
XVI, 15,2-3 565 IV, 23, 1-4 538 
XVI, 16, I 527, 565 IV, 27, 5 548 
XVI, 16,3 527, 565 IV, 32, 2 562 
XVI, 17, I 534 IV, 33, 2-4 506 
XVI, 17,2 510 V, 2, I 504 
XVI, 20, 2 569 V, 4, 2 506 
XVII, 3, 5-6 534 V, 5, 1-3 512, 538 
XVII, 6, 3 528 V, 6, 4 547 
XVII, 10, 1-3 540 V, 8, I 502 
XVII, 10,3 575 V, 17, 1-3 507 
XVII, 11,3 568 V, 25, 2 569 
XVIII,4 82 V, 28, I 567 
XVIII, 6, 1.3 535 V, 28, 5 504,517 
XVIII, 10,5 535 V, 28, 6 517 
XIX, 21, I 502 V, 29, 4 517 
XIX, 22, 8 502 V, 32, I 525 
XX, 2, 2 562 V, 33, 4 548 
XX, 2, 3 523, 547 V, 36, 5 502 
XX, 2, 4 524 VI, 7, 2-3 570 
XX, 2,5 506 VI, 8, 6 520 
XX, 3, 4-7 573 VI, II, I 581 
XX, 3, 9 573 VI, II, 4-6 581 
XX, 4-6 562 VIII,20, I 541 
XX, 4, 2 506 VIII, 34, 7-8 541 
XX, 9, 2 529 VIII, 39, 3-5 541 

Recognitiones IX, 3, I 517 
1,6,2 520 IX, 3, 2 535 
I, 16, I 511 IX,4 546 
I, 16,7 529 X, 17-20 14 
I, 26, 3-4 516 X, 17,2-20, I 18 
1,27,6 567 X, 17,2 28 
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X, 17,4 29 Derveni Papyrus 21,285 
X, 17,4-6 19 
X, 17,5-6 29 Dicaearchus (frs. Wehrli) 
X,30 14,19 47 308 
X, 30, 3 29 48 309 

Constitutiones Apost. Didache 
VII 344 9, 10 437 
VII, 33 344 14 435 
VII, 34 345 
VII, 35 344 Didascalia 26 447 
VII, 35,4 345 
VIII 344 Didymus of Alexandria, Comm. in 
VIII, 5, I 344 Gen. 136 215 
VIII, 9, 8 344 
VIII, 12, 13 344 Digestae XL VIII, 8, 4, 2 422 
VIII, 15,5 344 
VIII, 15, 7 344 Dio Cassius, Rom. Hist. 
VIII, 15, 37 344 XLII, 26, 2 162 

LXI,20 384 
Corpus Hermeticum LXVIII, 32, 1-2 162 

I. (Poimandres) 336-348 
1,25 317 Dio Chrysostom.s, Or. 
I, 25-26 139 VI, 17-20 166 
IV 346 XII (Olympic), 28 574 
VI (Asclepius), 8 328 XXXIII, 52 165 
XIII 345 
XIII, 15 336 Diodorus Siculus, Bibl. Hist. 
XIII, 19 340 1,6,3 308 

I, 7-8 308 
Critolaus, fro 13 (Wehrli) 309 II, 4, 2 ff. 149 

11,4,6 149 
Cyril of Alexandria, In Is. III, 58, 4 396 

18, 1,2 387 
Diogenes of Babylon, see Stoics 

Cyril of Jerusalem, Catecheses 
V 434 Diogenes Laertius, Vitae Philosoph. 
VI, 19 127 VI, 69 166 

VIII, 54-56 287 
Damascius VIII, 55-56 288 
De principiis IX,8 305 

55 21 
123 20, 24 Empedocles, see Presocratics 
123 bis 15,20 
124 22 Ennius, Annales (Vahlen) 
278-284 408 266f. 282 
282 408 521 f. 282 
389 408 

Vita Isidori fr. 174 (Zintzen) 391 Empedocles, see Presocratics 
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Epicharmus III, 33, I 168 
fro 101 (Kaibel) 325 IV, 7, 9 168 
ap. Clem. of AI., Strom. VI, 21, 6 324 IV, 7- 14 168 

X, 4, 41 324 
Epiphanius, Panarion Theophania IV, 30 127 

19,3,4 561 
26, 17,4-9 167 Eusthatius, In Hom. II. E 408 
27, 3, 3-5 167 (= Arrianus Fr. Gr. Hist. 156 F 22) 396 
29,7, I 519 
30,3,4 527 Firmicius Maternus, De err. prof rei. 
30, 16, 2-3 531,573 3 397 
30, 16,3 527, 554 II 388 
31,3, I 330 
39 219 Fronto (ap. Min. Felix, Oct. 9, 8) 164 
55, I 89 
66,62 70 Galen, De locis (If/i'ctis VI, 5 166 

Epistula Apostolorum 
Gellius, Noctes Atticae IV, 11,9-10 289 3 (14) 558, 563, 574 

II (22) 529 
13 (24) 536, 552, 555 Gregory of Nyssa, Apol. in Hexaem. 459 
14 (25) 555 
15 (26) 555 (Ps.-)Hegemonius, Act. Archelai 10 55 
16 (27) 533 
17 (28) 559 Heraclitus, see Presocratics 
19 (30) 517,557,566,571,572,576 
21 (32) 513, 530 

Hermas 
24 (35) 520, 524, 538, 542 

Visiones 
26 (37) 520 

II,4, I 335 27 (38) 544 
33 (44) 526 

III, 8, 3-7 316 

38 (49) 516 
III,8,4 325 

41 (52) 528 V,2 556 
Similitudines 43 (54) 526 

IX, I, I 335 46 (57) 516 
IX, 15,2.3 316 

Etym. Magn. 163, 54 390 
Hermippus, fro 26 (Wehrli) 288 

Euripides, fr. 488, 2-3 281 
Herodotus, Hist. 

Eusebius of Caesarea 
II, 51 387 

Praeparatio Evangelica 
II, 171 387 

I, 8, 10 (= Ps. Plut. Strom.) 280 Hesiod, Theogonia 
III, II, 12 409 116f. 267 
III, II, 14 409 116 28 
III, II, 17 409 117 (scholion) 306 

Historia Ecclesiastica 124-125 326 
II, 13,7 168 126-135 322 
III,29,2 168 132-138 29 
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91,29-30 509 101,22-24 535, 536 
92, I 502 101,24 575 
92,4-5 521 101,26-27 538 
92, 10-12 578 101,34 539 
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101,35 -102, 1 558, 564 108, 18-21 568 
102, 1-4 539 109, 7-8 508,510 
102,5-7 535 109, 11-21 549 
102,9 535 109,15-17 582 
102, 13-16 540 110, 14 528 
102, 23-25 511 110,17-18 528,530 
102, 32-35 511 110,18-19 540,558 
103, 14-15 541 110, 19 564 
103, 19-26 503 110, 19-111,4 543 
103, 25-26 541,542 110, 22-24 559 
103,30 513 110, 23-24 545 
103, 30-32 511,542 110,29-32 545, 559 
103,31-104, 1 536 110,31-32 545 
103, 32 - 104, 1 542 11 0, 35 - Ill, 8 559 
104, 1-14 543 Ill, 5 558, 527 
104, 2-5 545 111,8-13 560 
104, 10-13 545 Ill, 14-15 516,522 
104, 12-13 501,529 Ill, 15-16 534 
104, 15-19 546 Ill, 15-20 561 
104, 18-24 559 Ill, 19 563 
104, 19 547 111,32-34 563 
104,31 - 105, 1 548 112, 1-8 563 
105, 4-5 504 112, 10-25 507 
105,5 502 112, 12-15 569 
105,7 504 112, 22-23 564 
105,8-17 548 112, 33-35 551,564 
105,13-19 508 112,35 567 
105, 19-23 546 112, 36-37 567 
105, 23 502 112,37-113,6 565 
105, 34 - 106, 1 505 113,4 534 
106,9-14 549 113,6-7 566 
106,21f. 536 113,7-9 566 
106,23 551 113,9-11 567 
106, 23-26 552 113, 12 564 
106,25 517,551 113, 13 539 
106,26 552 113, 13-15 551 
106,27 552 113, 15 517 
106, 28-30 535, 536 113,21-22 567 
106, 29-30 552 113,23-26 503 
107,2 512 113, 25-27 567 
107, 5-6 508 113, 33-35 567 
107,9-12 551 113,35-114,1 567 
107, 13 517 114,5-6 505 
107,13-17 556 114, 14-16 529,530 
107,17-21 504 114, 18-19 568 
107, 17-25 557 114, 19-22 568 
107,26-30 557 114,26-30 569 
108, 1-2 580 114,33-36 569 
108, 16-19 504 114,36-115,2 569 
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115, 3-8 570 Codex X 
115,5 572 
115, 16-19 535, 536, 573 Marsanes (X, I) 495 
115, 17-19 571 
115,20-21 574 Codex XI 
115, 30-35 576 
115,36-116,5 576 Allogenes (XI, 3) 328,495 
115,37 577 
116, 1-2 578 Codex XII 
116,5-9 531,578 
116,9 513 The Sentences of Sextus (XII, I) 328 
116, 10-11 511 
116, 12-23 539 Codex XIII 
116,21-23 563 
117,3-9 578 Trimorphic Protennoia (XIII, I) 
117,9-13 537 35, I 484 
117, 11-12 569 35,3 482 
117,14-15 511 35, 12 482 
117,21-22 580 36,7f. 482 
117,25-28 580 37, 4ff. 482 
117,28-30 581, 582 37,22 484 
117,33-118,2 503 38, 13 482 
118,2-3 551 40, 31 482 
118,5-7 541 40,36 482 
118,6-7 580 41, 17 482 

The Three Steles o{ Seth (VII, I) 495 42, 4 484 
46,5 482 

Codex VIII 
46,14 482 
46, 30ff. 482 

Zostrianos (VIII, I) 495 
47, 14-28 483 
47, 14-32 482 
49, 11-32 482 

Codex IX 49, 11-23 484 
50, 12-14 483 

Melchizedek (IX, I) 488 50, 13 482 

b. Other Coptic Texts 

Pistis Sophia Manichaean Kephalaia 
(Schmidt:) 21,31 70 
244,13-247,20 (c. 99) 521 24, 19 61 
353, 6-7 418 25,22 61 
353, 9-12 417 35, 15 61 
353, 25 - 354, I 417 36,9-11 69,70 
354,8 412, 418 41, 12ff. 69 
354, 9-18 418 44, 8f. 61 
360,5 412 72,34 61 
367, 22 412 80,25 62 
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82,34-83, I 70 10, 12ff. 
95 62 22,6-10 
95,17-19 55 33, 4 
96, 13-21 55 37,25-32 
107,27ff. 55,56 39,6-9 
115,24 70 46, 1-47 
141 69 52, 16-18 
223, 30 70 56, 15-25 
224, 18 70 58, 14 
225, 10 70 63, 13-14 
225, 17-29 69,73,74 75,28-30 
225, 28 70 77, 14-16 
240, II f. 70 95,8 

133, 16 
Manichaean Homilies 151,31-152,5 

27,6 70 152, 22-23 
86,10 61 160, 18 

164, 13 
Manichaean Psalmbook 166, II 

2,27f 62 185, 14 
9, 3-10 124 218,6 
1O,7f. 61 218, 15-19 

5. SYRIAC AND OTHER ORIENTAL TEXTS 

a. Syriac Texts 

Ephrem Syrus 
Prose Refutations (Mitchel) 

I, 30, 37 70 
Hymn. contra haer. 24, 4-7 127 

PS.-Melito (Cureton, Spic. 
~~~ I~ 

Odes of Solomon 
I, I 
3,5 
3, 6 
3,7 
5, 11.12 
5, 14 
6,8-18 
6,19 
7, 2 
7, 3 

509 
525 

510, 537 
525 
509 
535 
565 
123 
542 

529, 537, 542, 560 

7,4 
7,7 
7, 9 
7, 10 
7, 12 
7,21 
8,6 
8, 9 
8,20 
8, 22 
8,23 
9,3-5 
9,8-12 
10, Iff. 
11,3 
II, 7.8 
II, 10 
II, 18-21 
13, I 

62 
124 
60 

126 
126 
128 
125 
127 
125 
125 
128 
125 
125 
61 

125 
128 

61 
61 

125 
61 
70 

128 

477,510,561 
477 
577 
477 

477, 535 
514 

123, 530, 542, 571 
523 
123 
123 
503 
123 
510 
121 
542 
557 
508 
128 
566 
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13,3 510 25, 9 123 
14,4 123, 542 28 121 
15, 1.2.5 533 30, 1.2 517 
15,7 537 31, 12 545 
15,8 503, 537 32,2 477 
16,8-9 123 33 127 
16,8 535 33, 4-6 551 
16, 12 532 34,4 534 
16, 18f. 477 34, 4-5 503 
16, 18 532, 536 36 121 
16, 19 522, 532 36, 1 518 
17, 1 564 38 119-130 
17,5 123 38, 1.6.10 507 
17,10-12 545 38, 12-15 525, 557 
17, 11 552 .HI,17 571 
18,6 122,477 39, I 542 
18, 7 123,571 39,5.7 542 
19,2 518 39, 8 122 
19,5 123 39, 13 542 
20, 20 509 41,7 121 
21,2 530, 542 41, 13-15 129 
21,3 508 42, 7-9 526 
22, 1-3 545 42, II ff. 545 
22, 7 123 
23, 2 576 Theodorus bar Konai (Pognon) 
23, 5-6 123 129, 10-17 (316, 1-8 Scher) 62 
23, II 122 129, 20f. (316, II f. Scher) 62 
24,3-11 545 129, 24 (316, 16 Scher) 62 
25, 2 123,530,542,571,572 

b. Iranian Texts 

Avesta 64 64 
Yasna Vendidad 

29 67 19, 27-32 64 
31,20 66,67 
34, 13 65,66 Bundahisn, the Greater 
44,9-11 66 3 68 
44,9f. 65 28,4 52 
44, 10.11 65 28,21 51,56 
45. 2 66 
45,4 322 Denkiirt (Madan) 
46, 6 66 278 52 
48, 4 68 412ff 52 
49, 9 65,66 428 53 
51, 13 65,66 
53, I 65 Hadoxt-Nask 

Yasts 9 66 
5,7 64 9, 2 60 
13, 100 67 II 66 
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11,2-4 
12-14 

Menoig Xrad 2, 114-194 

Middle Iranian Manic/wean Texts 
M2II 

INDEX OF SOURCES 

60 M 583, R. 1,14-16 
68 Fr. T II K 2a 

60 Zadspram, Selections 
30,4 
30,5-12 

61 

c. Egyptian and Arabic Texts 

Book of the Dead 62 
Ibn an-Nadim, Fihrist 

332, 27 -333, 3 
333, I 
333, 3 
335, 9 ff. 

416f. 

71, 72 
71 
72 
72 

335, 12 
335, 12f. 
335, 13 
335, 15 
335,18f. 
335, 23 

61 
69,70 

48 
49-50 

60,69,73 
63 

63,68 
64 

71,72 
70 
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Abel 2361T., 259 
Aberamenth6 412-418 
Abrasax 25, 414f. 
absurdity of biblical texts 208-217 
Achamoth 464 
Acheron 258 
Adam 32f., 38-57, 157, 219ff., 224, 227-

260, 353 f., 387, 390, 508, 522 
Adamas 393, 395 
Adamna 383, 387, 390, 395 
Addai 436 
Adonis 383, 386, 390, 393 IT., 426, 454 f., 

495 
Aemina 414f. 
agon 564 
Ai)er 178 ff. ; see also: Elisha ben A yuyah 
Ahura Mazda 67 
the All 535 ff. 
allegory 16, 209 f., 285 
Amidah 343 f. 
amulets 40, 274f., 361 
Ananke 20, 107f. 
anaphora 432-450 
anaxyrides 421, 424, 427 
androgyny 19,40,46, 394f., 523 
angel of death 84f., 91 

of the Lord 143,157, 158ff. 
of the Nations 78-91 

animation of the world 136 
anthropology, pessimistic 292 ff. 
Anthropos 353, 382, 395 f., 398 
anxiety, age of 96 
apatheia 502 
Aphrodite 2661T., 393 
aphthonia 537 
Apion 15f., 22[.,30,162 
apoca1ypticism 490f. 
Apocryphon of John 38-57 
Apollo 100, 413f. 
Aquila 459 
arc/lUi 105 ff. 
arche 35, 458 
archangel 354 f. 
archigallus 429 f. 

archons 38-43, 45f., 48, 50,62, 107, 186, 
271,274 

Aristotle 299-303 
arrogance 560 
ascent of the soul 68, 98, 115, 106f., 

109f., 115,294, 404ff. 
asceticism 346,475,515,521,582 
Asclepius 153f. 
Ashema 144, 147f., 150f., 1531T., 159f. 
Ashembethel 151-155, 158 
Astarte Shem Baal 156 
Atargatis 147f., 152f. 
Atlantis 94 
Attis 376-411,419-431,454,495 

Baba Rabba 145f., 160 
Bardaisan 119, 130 
Basilides 480, 496 
Beelzebul 367f. 
Being 264,266, 278f., 281, 283 
Beliar 235 
benediction, strophic 433 
Bethel 150ff., 156, 158 
bird, copper 145-147, 150 
birkat ha-mazon 437 
blood 422 
body, components of 46-57 

psychic 45 f. 46 
Borborians 63 
bridal-chamber 525 f. 
bride, bridegroom 121,123, 126f., 525f. 
Burnum 425 f. 

Cain 215, 236ff., 259 
cap, Phrygian 406, 421, 423, 425, 428 f. 
Capua 423 
Carpocratians 166 ff. 
catalogue(s) of sins 315-319, 327, 329f., 

503, 560 
ofyirtues 315-319,327, 329f. 

ca techesis 341, 346 
Chaos 16ff., 28f., 306 
chariot 122, 124 
charms 352, 357 
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Chefr Nebo 153 
cherubs 234, 248 f, 252, 255, 258 
Christ as the All 537 

as angel 552-556, 583 
as arche 567 
as door 552 
as eye 566 
as Father 528, 583 
as Firstborn 565 
as friend 583 
as God 527, 530, 539, 558 f., 583 
as guide 542 
as hand 123, 570ff., 583 
as helper 529f., 571, 583 
as image 534, 539 
asjudge 529 
as king 534, 561 f. 
as light 441, 566 
as Logos 468,476, 479f., 484,528,551 
as Lord 533 
as mirror 566 
as power 551 f. 
as prophet 527, 530, 533, 542, 558, 582 
as revealer 534 f 
as Saviour 529 
as Son 527 
as sun 532f 
as teacher 528 f. 
as Tree of Life 550 f. 
as vine 558 
as way 541 
as Wisdom 441, 551 f, 582 

Christ's appearances 542 
commandments 583 
cross 251, 550 
descent 544 ff. 
omnipresence 533 
transcendency 539 

Chronos 17-23, 28; see also: Cronus 
Church 123 
cista 424, 430 
cock 428 
column of splendour 64 
confession of sins 445 
Coptic language 327-330 
Corinth 424, 429 
corn-ear 421, 423, 428, 431 
Corybant 383, 396 
cosmology of Epicureans 309-312 

of Naassenes 382 
optimistic 292 f, 294 
pessimistic 311 
of Stoics 304-309 

cosmos, demonization of 137ff. 
creation of the world 114,442, 570ff. 

of man 38-57 
creator 440, 541 
creeds 440 
Cronus 383, 385 
crown 507,509f. 
curiositas 102 
Cutheans 144f 
Cybele 425 f.; see also: Magna Mater 
cycle, cosmic 279 ff, 283 f, 304f. 
cymbals 424f. 
cypress 421, 429 
Cyzicus 424 

death 31, 33f., 36f., 515 
daenii 58-74 
daimon( es) 58, 284ff. 
deceit, divine 265, 273 
defixio 358 f. 
degeneration 93f.,98 
Delphi 100, 115 
demiurge 42ff., 143-160,261-314 
demiurges, lower 42-48, 270 f. 
demons 352, 365, 369 ff., 374 
den 66 
dendrophoria 404 
Derketo 148f. 
Derveni papyrus 285, 290 
descent of the soul 56f., 134 f., 137ff, 

404ff. 
Destiny 264, 269 f., 277, 283 
destruction of the world 30lf., 304ff. 
Deucalion (= Noah) 221 
Devil 233f., 245ff., 501, 505f., 531, 562, 

572f. 
dhenii 66 
diatessaron 117 f. 
din 66 
Dionysus 386, 389 f. 
ditheism 78, 85 f., 9 I 
docetism 493 f. 
Dositheus, Dositheans 160 
dove cult, Samaritan 145-150, 159f. 
doxology 443 
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drunkenness 135,341, 524f. 
dualism 35, 78ff., 97,398,490-496. 

earth 408 
Ebionites 500, 518f., 521, 527, 531,548, 

554 f.. 558, 561, 573 
Eden 215 
Edessa 118, 129f. 
egg, cosmic 16f., 18,20,23,24-30 

of peacock 17, 24 
eidOlon 58 
eidos 65 
ekpyrosis 306 f. 
Elchasaites 474f., 554 
elements 264f., 279f., 283, 298f., 302 
Elephantine 150ff., 154 
Elisha ben Avuyah (A\:ler) 175 f., 178f., 

185,491-493 
Elohim 144, 157, 159 
Elxai 516,561 
emanation 565 
emasculation 422, 424, 428 
Empedocles 278-290 
encratism 34f., 516, 521, 525 f., 53lf. 
encratite(s) 34, 515, 523f., 548ff., 563, 

582 
Endymion 393 f. 
Enoch (= Hermes) 340, 347 
Ephrem Syrus 119 
Erikapaios 21 
Eros 24,266,282, 291, 306 
eschatoloy 96ff. 
Eshmun I 53ff. 
Essene(s) 501, 515f., 521, 523, 548, 555, 

563, 579, 582 
eternity of the world 299-303, 308 f. 
eucharistia 341,346,437 
eulaheia 101-104 
eulogein 439 
eulogia 346 
Eve 219,221,224,231-260 
evil 93ff., 97, 111-112 
exorcism 367ff. 
Exousiai 38f.,46 
expiation 109 
faith and exegesis 211-216 
fall 36f. 
falx 428 
fate 353, 364, 370 

fire 222 f., 225 
flood 218-226 
flute 424f., 429 
forgetfulness 135,512,514 
Form, Second 58-74 
Form of Light 64, 69f., 72ff. 
fornication 548 f. 
free will 546f. 
friends 516f. 

Gabriel 238,414 
Gaia 18,29 
Gallos 400, 405, 426 
gallus 400,421,426,428 
gamos 34 
garment(s) 507-510 
Gayomard 63 
genealogy 315f., 318, 321-324, 326f. 
genesis 34f., 105 f., 394 
Gerizim 145, 150, 154. 158 f. 
Ghost, Holy 517f. 
Glanum 429 
the Glory 158f. 
Gnosis, Gnosticism passim 
goat 428 
God's foreknowledge 576ff 

pa tience 569 
transcendence 540 

God and world 110-114 
goodness of demiurge 295f.,304 
Gospel of John (Prologue) 467-472, 477, 

481-485 
of Philip 333 f. 
of Thomas 190-204 

Greek language in Egypt 327-330 
grapes 425 
griw 70,73 
grotto 427 
guide 63 f., 73, 346f. 

Hadad 147f., 152f. 
haggadic traditions 487f. 
Ham 222,223 
Hamam 425 ff. 
haven 122, 124f. 
heavenly journey 353, 355, 364, 373 
Helios 354f., 402, 412f., 416 
Hellanicus see Hieronymus 
Hera 18 
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hermeneutics of Origen 205-217 
Hermes 113,414,417 
Hermes Trismegistus 336-348 
Hermus 426 
Hierapolis I 47ff., 153 
Hieronymus and Hellanicus 14f., 20ff. 
high god 373 
Hilaria 404 
horoscope 354f. 
Horus 113 
humility 559f. 
Hymns to Attis 382-398 
hypostasis 155, 158 ff. 
hypsistos 510 

Ideas 295 
ignorance 99,504,506,511-515, 524, 538, 

556 
Illuminator 222 
image of God 36, 440, 522 
immorality 161-170 
immortality 32f., 36f., 97, 353ff. 
incarnation 292 
initiate 276 
integrity 32 f., 36 
intercessions 446 
interpretatio gnostica 263, 288, 379-398 
invocation of the Name 447 
isangelos 32, 34 
Isis 112f., 363f., 366, 369, 455 
Isthmia 424 f. 

Japhet 222 f. 
Jesus 367ff., 412, 417f., 471 

the Splendour 61,63f. 
Jewish Christianity 498-584 
Jewish gnosis 171-189,467-497 
John the Baptist 222, 471 
Jordan 233, 236, 244 
1 ulian on Attis 399-405 
Justice 264, 268ff., 273f., 277, 283 

Kebala 157-160 
Kedusha 342 ff. 
Knowledge of God 99- 101, 347, 578 f. 

self- 100-101, 135,347, 578f., 583 

law 519f. 
Liburnia 425 

Lieutenant of God 86-91 
Light of Truth 121, 122, 124, 126 
Light-Pronoia 223 
liturgy, 1ewish 342 ff. 

Alexandrian 432-450 
logos 95, 97f., 112-114, 540f.; see also: 

Christ 
Love and Hate 278-290, 296-299 
Lydia 425 

Macrobius I31-141 
magic 349-275, 412-418 
Magna Mater 384-411 passim; see also: 

Cybele 
Maiden of Light 58-74 
maleficium 358 f. 
man, origin and destination 182f. 

a tomb 292, 494, 549 
a temple 549 

Mandaeans 472-476 
Mani, Manichaeans 121-130, 474f. 
Marcion 130 
Marqa 157, 159f. 
Mari 436 
marriage 31-37,289,526 
marrow 46 ff. 
masque 423, 428 
mathematici 359, 370 
matter 401,459 
mediator 354 
Mekran 413 
Melchizedek 488 
melothesia 50f. 
members of God see powers, five 
Men 370 
Mentana see Nomentum 
merchants 581 f. 
Merkava mysticism 174, 176f., 189, 489 
Metatron 176, 185 
metempsychosis 70f., 268, 284f., 287, 293 
Metis 18,21,24,26 
Michael 235,243,255, 258ff., 414 
mind 540f.; see also: Nous 
Mind of Light 127 
minim 171-189 
mistake, divine 265 f., 272 
Mithras 20,412, 455 
Mithras Liturgy 353 ff. 
monachos 202f. 
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moon 105f., 109f., 115,257, 4Uli 
Mother 223 
music 424, 429 
mysteries 377,403,451-457 
myths in Plutarch 103f. 

Naassenes 379-398; see also: Ophites 
Nag Hammadi Library 478-480 
Name of God 143f., 155ff., 158ff. 
Nazoreans 519 
Necessity 264, 267ff., 270f., 283, 286 
Nicolaitans 168 
Noah 221 ff. 
Nomentum 419 
Norea 488 
Nous 61, 63; see also: mind 
Nuraita 488 

obscurity of biblical texts 206 
Odes of Solomon 117-130,476-478 
Ogdoon 465 
olive-tree 243, 259 
Ophites 40 f.; see also: Naassenes 
Origen 205-217 
Orphism, early 290-293 
Osiris 383, 387, 395, 455 
Ostia 419,421,423, 429f.; see also: Via 
Ouranos 18, 29 

paideusis 100 
Palaimon 425 
palindrome 412-418 
Pallas 18 
palm 429 
Pan 386 
Panaetius 97 
Papyrus Strassbourg gr. 254 432-450 
Parac1ete-Spirit 124 
Paradise, quarters of 241, 244 
Parmenides 263-278 
pass-word 274f. 
patera 424 
Patras 424 f., 429 
pedum 421, 428 ff. 
penitence 231 ff. 
Persephone 393 
personifications 315-335 
Pessin us 422, 431 
Phanes 13, 17ff., 2lff., 29, 291 

Philo 44f., 476, 518, 542 
Phrygia 424 
phthora 34, 105 
pine 421, 428 
Pinehas 154 
planets 38-57, 138-141 
Plato 46f., 293-299 
pleroma 463 
Plutarch 92-116 
Pluto 17,23 
Poimael 340 
polemic, anti-gnostic 171-189, 205-217 
poppy 421, 423, 428, 431 
porneia 34, 548 
Poseidon 17 
Posidonius 93, 95 ff., 108 
powers 39,44,46 

five Manichaean 53-55, see also: two 
Prince of the world 84f., 91 
procreation 33 f., 36 
Providence 304, 306f., 311 f., 401, 403, 

405 
Protogonos 20f.; 24 
Protennoia, Trimorphic 480-484 
Psalms, Manichaean 117-130 
Pseudo-Clemen tines 13-30 
Pythagoreanism 284, 287f., 290-293 

rest 214f. 
resurrection 31-37 
Rhea 18, 22, 383, 385, 390, 408 
river god 423, 428 
Rome 419,429 

Sabazius 390 
sacrifice, spiritual 439 
Sallustius on Attis 399, 405 ff. 
Samaria 144, 147, 150f. 
Samaritans 143-160 
Samothrace(ans) 383, 387, 390, 395 
Sangarius 421,426,428 
Sarapis 455 
seal 260 
secrecy 102 
Selene 393 f. 
semeion 148f., 153 
Semiramis 148f., 150 
Semitisms 190-204 
seraphs 256, 258 
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serpent 245 ff. 
Seth 219, 238ff., 242ff., 258, 414f. 
Shechem 154 
sheep 428 
Shem 222f. 
Shema' 342 f. 
Silvanus, Teachings of 498-584 
Sima (Sime, Semea) 147f., 150, 152f. 
Simi us 149, 153f. 
Simmas 149 
sobria ebrietas 557 
Sophia 455,463,465,479,490; see also: 

Wisdom 
soul 96f., 104, 112, 127, 135ff., 393; see 

also: ascent, and: descent 
Sparta 424f., 429 
Sphairos 279, 281 f., 296 
Spirit of Life 26 

of Truth 122 
Stoa 94f., 304-309, 516, 520, 540f., 546, 

557, 574f. 
sun 105f., 109f., 115,257,400, 409f. 
Symbetylos 153ff. 
Symmachus 459 
syrinx 421, 424f., 429 

tabernacle 158 f. 
Tarsus 423 
telesma 144f. 
te/os 35 f. 
temple 157ff. 

destruction of 490 f. 
spiritual 444 

temptation of Adam and Eve 233f., 246-
249 

Tetragrammaton 143f., 157, 159 
thanksgiving 445 
thau 465f. 
Theodotion 459 
theogony 13-30 
Therapeutae 346 
Thermai Theseos 425 ff. 
Thessalus 371 f., 374 
theurgy 364f., 373 

Third Envoy 6 Iff. 
third heaven 258 
Thot 413, 416ff. 
thought of God 123 
throne 507ff. 
Tiber 419,421,428 
Tigris 232 f. 
tohu and bohu 458, 460 
torch 423, 430 
treasure 512f. 
Tree of Life 123,242, 252, 550f. 
trichotomy of man 109 
Truth 122f. 
tunica manicata 421, 423 f. 
tympanum 425 
Typhon 112f.,414 
two kingdoms 501, 506, 531, 547, 554, 

562,572f. 
two Powers 172, 176, 185 ff. 
two ways 339, 341 

underworld 137f. 

Valentinians 167 
Valentinus 480 
vegetarianism 284, 289 
Via Ostiensis 419 
virginity 32-36 
vision 65 ff. 

water 416,418 
wedding-feast 126 
will of God 123 
Wisdom 441,455, 484ff., 489f., 501, 515, 

517 fT., 571; see also: Sophia 
world and demiurge 261-314 

structure of 137ff. 
sublunar 104f. 

YHWH 144, 152, 156f., 159 
Young gods 44,271,295,297 

Zeus 18ff., 22, 24f., 291, 383, 385, 401 
Zosimus of Panopolis 340 
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